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LETTER   OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Madison,  August  18,  1896. 
To  Hon.  William  H.  Upham, 

Governor, 
Sir  —  I  have   the  honor  to  transmit   herewith  the  First 
^        BienniarReport  (1895-96)  of  the  State  Library  Commission, 
organized  under  chapter  314,  laws  of  1895,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  section  2  of  said  act. 

Very  respectfully, 

^  P.   A.  HUTCHINS, 

Chairman, 
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MEMBERS  OF  WISCONSIN  LIBRARY  COMMISSION. 


Appointed  by  the  Oovernor — 

Frank  E.  Hutchins,  Chairman Baraboo. 

Ldtie  E.  Stearns,  Secretary Milwaukee. 

U X' Officio  — 

Charles  K.  Adams,  President  of  State  University. 

John  Q  Emery,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

Reuben  G.  Thwaites,  Secretary  of  State  Historical  Society. 


FROCHKDIXGS  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


MEETING  FOR  ORGANIZATION. 

Madison,  Wis.,  Dec.  3,  1895. 
\  In  pursuance  of  a  call  issued  by  Commissioner  Thwaites, 
on  November  29,  1895,  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
State  Library  Commission  of  Wisconsin  for  purposes  of 
organization,  under  chapter  314,  Laws  of  1895,  was  held  this 
day  at  the  office  of  R.  G.  Thwaites,  In  the  rooms  of  the 
State  Historical  Society,  in  the  Capitol  at  Madison,  at  2:30 
P.  M. 

Commissioner  Thwaites  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and 
appointed  L.  E.  Stearns  temporary  secretary. 

Commissioners  present:  Charles  K.  Adams,  president  of 
the  Stale  University,  J.  Q.  Emery,  State  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  and  R.  G.  Thwaites,  secretary  of  the 
State  Historical  Society,  ex-officio;  and  P.  A.  Hutchins,  of 
Baraboo.  and  L.  E.  Stearns,  of  Milwaukee,  appointees  of 
the  governor. 

The  act  creating  the  Commission  was  read  by  the  secre- 
tary. 

Upon  motion,  the  following  rules  and  regulations,  govern- 
ing the  Commission,  were  adopted: 

RULES  AND  REGULATIOXS  OF  THE  WISCONSIN  FREE 

LIBRARY  COMMISSION. 

ARTICLE    I. 
Mf  fffuf/s. 

Sc'ction  1.  There*  shall  be  helil  each  year  an  annual  meeting  on  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  of  June,  and  such  special  meetings  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  deemed  necessary. 

Section  2.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  chairman,  or,  in  his 
absence  or  disability,  by  the  secreUiry,  upon  the  written  retiuest  of  two 
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members,  such  request  to  be  filed  and  preserved  by  the  secretary  among 
the  papers  of  the  Commission. 

Sections.  Due  notice  of  meetings,  regular  or  special,  shall  be  served 
by  the  secretary  on  each  member  of  the  Commission. 

Section  4.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Commission  shall  l>e  held  at  the 
capital  of  the  State,  unless  otherwise  requested  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof. 

Qtiorurn  and  Bufr>t. 

Section  5.  Three  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business,  at  any  meeting,  but  a  leas  number  may  adjourn  from  time  to 
time.  Greneral  parliamentary  rules,  not  in  conflict  with  these  rules  and 
regulations,  shall  be  observed  inconducting  the  business  of  the  Commission. 

Order  of  JiusinrKf<. 

Section  6.    The  order  of  business  at  all  meetings  shall  bo  as  follows: 

1.  Calling  the  roll  of  commissioners. 

2.  Reading  the  record  of  proceedings  of  preceding  meeting. 

,3.  Election  of  officers,  and  reception  of  credentials  of  new  members. 

4.  Reports  of  officers. 

5.  Reports  of  committees:     {1\  standing:  (2)  special. 

6.  Presentation  and  ccmsideration  of  bills  and  accounts. 

7.  Unfinished  business. 

8.  Miscellaneous  business. 

JifHs  and  Aot'ontdH. 

Section  7.  All  bills  incurred  in  behalf  of  the  Commission  must  be  ac- 
companied by  proi)er  vouchers:  and,  when  approvotl  by  the  chairman  and 
secretary,  shall  be  by  them  certified  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

ARTICLE   II. 

OjfifrrH  of  (he  CoinmlffKtoH. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  the  Commission  shall  be  a  chairman  and  sec- 
retary, to  be  chosen  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  period  of  one  year; 
those  elected  at  the  organization  of  the  Commission  shall  serve  until  the 
first  annual  meeting  thereafter. 

Vacancies  in  either  of  the  above  offices  may  be  filled  at  an\'  meeting, 
provided  it  is  stated,  in  the  notice  calling  such  meeting,  that  such  vacancy 
will  be  filled. 

Dufirti  of  Offictrn. 

Section  2.  The  chairman  shall  preside  at  all  meetings,  and  shall  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  are  usually  performini  by  such  officer,  or  as 
shall  be  required  by  the  rules  or  resolutions  of  the  Commission. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  perform  such  duties  as  ordi- 
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narily  pertain  to  such  office,  and  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required 
by  the  co«nmission  or  its  committ^'es. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Sectior  1.  These  rules  and  regulations  may  be  amended,  at  any  meeting 
of  the  CoTimissiim,  by  an  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
thereof. 

F.  A    Hutchins  was  duly  elected  chairman,   and  L.  E 
Stearns  secretary. 

The  chairman  and  secretary  were  instructed  to  prepare 
a  handbook,  to  contain  aids  and  guides   in  the  establish- 
ment and  administration  of  libraries. 
The  meeting  was  thereupon  adjourned. 

L.  E.  Stearns, 

Secretary. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Madison,  Wis.,  June  9,  1896. 
There  being  no  quorum  present,  at  the  hour  appointed 
for  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  commission,  Commis- 
sioner Thwaites  adjourned  said  meeting  to  June  10,  1896, 
at  the  same  hour  and  place. 


Madison,  Wis.,  June  10,  1896. 
An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  commission   was  held  this 

day. 

President  P.  A.  Hutchins  occupied  the  chair. 

Commissioners  present:  C.  K.  Adams,  J.  Q.  Emery,  R.  G. 
Thwaites,  L.  E.  Stearns,  and  F.  A.  Hutchins. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  road  and  ap- 
proved. 

F.  A.  Hutchins  was  duly  elected  chairman,  and  L.  E. 
Stearns  secretary,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  secretary  made  her  report  in  the  following  form: 
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LIBRARY    PKOiJUESS    IN    WISCONSIN. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Comminsion  (Dei*.  3,  189.')),  a  Jfandbook 
on  Lihrnri/  fJconomt/  has  been  prepared  ami  widely  distril^uted.  A  Wis- 
consin Supplement  to  Thr  Lihrart/  JourmtL  (Now  Vork),  setting  forth 
the  historv  of  the  librarv  movement  in  Wisconsin,  was  edited  hv  the  sec- 
retary:  and  a  separate  edition  of  (ITjO  copies  was  Issued  for  use  as  missionary 
material  within  this  State. 

The  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Lilmiry  Association,  at  Racine, 
Wis.,  on  March  12  and  13.  was  (^xtcnsivi'Iy  advertised  by  the  Commission, 
resulting  in  an  attendance  of  105  persons  at  the  opening  session.  J.  N. 
Liirnetl,  Es<j.,  of  Butfalo.  X.  Y.,  ex-president  f)f  tli(?  Amerii^an  Library  As- 
sociation, delivered  an  address  at  th(»  conference,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  C(»m mission. 

Since  the  Conunission  was  inaugurated,  free  circulating  libraries  have 
been  opened  at  Kenosha,  Ripon,  Oshkosh,  Menasha,  and  Lake  Geneva. 

The  citizens  of  Rice  Luike  and  Racine  have  voted  to  tax  themselves  for 
the  support  of  free  lil^raries. 

State  Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonit*,  has  established  a  system  of 
26  travelinjj  libraries  in  Dunn  county:  and  J.  I).  Witter,  Grand  Rapids, 
Wis.,  has  offered  to  start  a  similar  system  for  the  citizens  of  Woo<l  county. 

Since  April  1,  1896.  F.  A.  llutchins,  chairman  of  the  Conunission,  has 
been  employed  by  Senator  Stout  to  devote  his  out  ire  time  to  the  library 
interests  of  the  State.  Mr.  llutchins  has  already  traveled  thousands  of 
miles,  conferring  with  lil)rarian.s  of  libraries  already  (jstablished,  organizing 
traveling  libraries,  and  aiding  new  publi*:  liV)raries.  The  secretary  has  vis- 
ited Racine,  Kenosha,  Whitewater,  Berlin,  Ripon,  and  Oshkosh.  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  library  movem(*nt. 

Through  the  (continued  liberality  of  Senat4)r  Stout,  who  i)aid  the  ex- 
penses of  the  first  course,  a  Jju^^i^^'r  Sch(K.»l  of  Library  Science  will  bo 
held  at  Madison,  Wis.,  in  connection  with  the  University  Summer  School, 
from  July  6  tt)  Aug.  11  ensuing.  Announcements  of  the  course  have 
been  sent  to  all  lil)rarians  and  lil)rary  trustees  in  Wisironsin,  and  l(»  the 
lii)rarians  of  surrcmnding  states. 

A  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  P.  A.  llutchins,  R.  G, 
Thwaites,  and  L.  E.  Stearns,  were  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mission to  prepare  printed  lists  of  books  with  prices,  to 
the  value  of  sr)0,  SlOO,  s2r)0,  and  '^^yM),  respectively. 

Chairman  Hutchins  was  authorized  to  act  as  a  delegate 
from  the  Commission  to  the  annual  conference  of  the  Amer- 
ican Library  A.ssociation,  to  be  held  at  Cleveland,  Ohio^ 
September  1-4  ensuing. 

The  meeting  was  thereupon  adjourned. 

L.   E.   Steakns,  Sccrctarfj. 


THE   AVISCONSIN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION.  9 


THH  WISCONSIN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 


BY   L.    K.   STEARNS,  Sl^CUKTARY. 

Tlie  formation  of  the  WiHConsin  Li))rai\v  Associatioii  was 
brought  about  by  the  nu^mbors  of  tin*  Ainencan  Library  As- 
BTiciation  in  the  Stato.  TTavinp:  11n'nis<'lv(»s  f(»lt  Ihe  b(*nofit  of 
tb.e  exchange  of  ideas  as  to  purposes  and  nieiliods,  and  the  stini- 
alns  of  the  sense  of  companionship  and  co-oiHMMtiin  of  the 
national  society,  they  were  anxious  that  these  helps  should  be 
brought  within  tlio  rach  of  all  librarians  in  the  Stale. 

The  Organizatmn- 

With  this  idea,  in  view,  a  etJiiference  was  held  in  ^fadison, 
Wis.,  on  Fcbniary  11. 1801,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  form- 
ing a  Wisccmsin  State  Library  Association.       The  following 
persons  were  present:     Tv.  A.  Linderfelt  Mihvankee  Public  li- 
brary; L.  D.  TTarvey,  pn^sidt'iit  Sial(»  Xonnal  school.  ^Filwau- 
kee:T^.G.Tliwaites.  L  S.  l^radlev.  and  Miss  AF.  M.  Oaklev,  of  Ihe 
State  ITistorical    Society  library;   J.  C  Freeman  and    E.  A. 
Birge,  professors  in  tin*  Slate*  T'nivei'sity;  O.  K.  Wi»lls.  C,  A. 
Hutchins.  F.  A.  Ilutchins,  of  the  dej^artnumt  of  ]niblic  instruc- 
tion: Walter  >r.  Smith,  librarian  of  the  T^niversity  library:  A. 
O.  Wright,  of  the  State  board  of  control. 

R.  G.  Thwaites  was  chos<»n  chairman  pro  bin.,  and  F.  A. 
Hutchins  secretary  prn  tuih  A  conslitutioii  was  adopted,  which 
dedaiiL'd  the  obj<Mt  of  the  Associition  lo  be  '*to  i>roiiiote  the 
library  interests  of  tbe  State  of  Wisconsin."     It  provided  that 
any  ji<*rson  in! crested  in  promoting  the  object  of  the  Associa- 
tion luay  become  a  member,  by  vote  of  the  executive  board  and 
payment  to  the  treasurer  of  the  annual  assessment — 50  cents. 
It  aLso  pro\ideil  for  annual  meetings,  and  gave  power  to  the 
executive  boai-d  to  call  other  meetings  when  deeaiod  neces- 
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gar}'.  The  following  officers  w^ere  elected  to  hold  office  until 
the  first  annual  meeting.  President  K.  A.  Linderfelt;  vice- 
president,  R.  G.  Thwaites;  secretary  and  treasurer,  F.  A. 
Hutchins. 

First  Conference* 

The  first  annual  conference  of  the  Association  w^as  held  at 
Madison,  on  Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening,  March  11, 1891. 
Twenty-nine  persons  were  in  attendance. 

No  formal  pi'ogram.  had  been  prepai-ed,  but  practical  ques- 
tions on  management  of  public  libraries,  amusing  library  in- 
terest, etc.,  were  discussed.  Officers  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year  as  follows:  President,  K.  A.  Linderfelt,  Milwau- 
kee; vice-president,  R.  G.  Thwaites,  Madison;  secretary  and 
treasurer,  F.  A.  Hutchins,  Madison . 

Second  Conference- 

In  compliance  with  a  call  by  tlie  ollicers  of  the  Association, 
a  reunion  of  the  members  was  held  in  the  Art  Institute,  Chi- 
cago, July  13,  1893.  Only  a  brief  meeting  was  held,  as  the 
members  were  anxious  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  World's 
Congress  of  Librarians.    Ko  business  was  transacted. 

Third  Conference. 

The  third  conference  of  the  Association  w^as  held  at  Beaver 
Dam,  Wis.,  commencing  Tuesday  evening,  July  3,  and  closing 
Wednesday  evening,  July  4, 1894.  Tlie  railroad  strike  seriously 
interfered  with  the  attendance,  but  15  i)ersons  being  present. 
In  the  absence  of  the  acting  president,  R.  G.  Thwaites,  Miss 
West  was  chosen  chairman.  One  session  was  devoted  to  chil- 
dren's reading,  and  jxapers  were  read  on  library  administra- 
tion, access  to  shelves,  binding,  purchasing,  etc.,  followed  by 
informal  discussion.  Officers  elected:  F.  A.  Hutchins,  presi- 
dent; Walter  M.  Smith,  vice-president;  Miss  L.  E.  Steams,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer. 

FouHh  Conference* 

Fifty-five  persons  attended  the  fourth  conference  of  the  As- 
sociation, which  was  held  at  Madison,  Wis.,  February  13,  14, 
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1895.  The  Bossion  oi)eiiod  with,  the  president's  address  on 
''How  to  Organize  Free  Public  Lihniries  in  Wisconsin,"  the  rest 
of  the  first  session  being  devoted  to  practical  aids  in  library 
economy.  At  the  evening  session  President  Charles  Kendall 
Adams,  of  the  State  University,  spoke  on  <'The  Educational 
Powerof aLibrary,-'  which wasfollowed  by  an  address  by  Prof. 
J.  C  Fri^-man  on  ''Libraries  and  University  Extension."  Reu- 
ben (r,  Tliwaires  also  spoke  on  the  ^'Relation  of  the  State  His- 
torical Societv  to  Local  Libraries."  A  round-table  conference 
on  selection  of  books,  C4ird  catalog,  etc.,  was  found  especially 
helpful.  Th(»  sessions  oloseil  with  a  trustef^s'  meeting,  at  which 
a  tnistiH'  of  the  Madison  Free  library.  Prof.  Birge,  spoke  on 
<*Tlie  (^hoice  of  a  Librarian"  and  '*Tlie  Libraiian  from  the  Trus- 
tees' J'oint  of  View."  Dr.  Birge  w\as  followed  by  Miss  West, 
librarian  of  the  Milwankw?  l^iblic  library,  in  a  complementary 
pajK^r  on  *'The  Trustees  from  the  Librarian's  Point  of  View." 
Miss  Katharine  L.  StUharp,  Chicago,  read  a  pai>er  on  ^*Librai*y 
enc^.  Armour  Institute,  Chicago,  read  a  ])aiK»r  on  "Library 
School  and  Training  Classes."  Dr.  (Jeo.  W.  Pe<»kham,  trustee 
of  the  Milwaukee  Public  library  and  superintendent  of  schools 
in  that  city,  made  an  addivss  on  '*State  Library  Commissions." 

A  bill  drafted  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Hutchins,  creating  a  State  Li- 
brary Omimissiou,  which  luid  been  previously  introduced  into 
thf  legislature  by  Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  received  the  imanimous 
support  of  those  present,  and  a  committer  of  five  was  appointed 
to  aid  in  furtlieriug  its  piissiige;  this  c(mimittee  consisted  of 
F.  A.  Hutchins,  E.  A.  Birge,  O.  W.  Pecklmm,  R.  B.  Dudgeon, 
and  Miss  L.  E.  Steams. 

The  president  announced  that  Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  tnistee 
of  Meiiomonie  Memorial  libi-ary,  hiid  volunteered  to  pay  the 
necessary  exi)ense  of  a  summer  school  in  library  economy  in 
counwtioii  with  Ihe  summer  school  of  Ihe  TjiivcTsity.  Miss 
Katharine  L.  Sharp  was  unanimously  electwl  the  first  honorary 
member  of  the  association. 

Ofticers  elected:  I'resident,  F.  A.  Hutchins,  Baraboo;  Vice- 
president.  Miss  Anna  II.  McDonnell,  (Sreen  Bay;  Secretary  and 
treasurer,  Miss  L.  E.  Stt^arns,  Milwaukee. 
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Fifth  Conference. 

The  fifth  conference  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Association 
was  held  at  Racine  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  March.  12  and  13, 
1S9C.  There  were  105  jx^rsons  i)reseiit  at  the  oponinjir  session. 
Among  those  in  attendance  were  St»nator  J.  H.  Stoul,  of  Me- 
nomonie,  Wis.,  the  patron  of  travelin;ijf  libraries  and  the  head 
of  the  movement  for  a  library  commission  in  the  last  legisla^ 
ture;  J.  N.  Larned,  of  Buffalo;  Mrs.  Zella  A.Dixsou,  librarian 
of  tlie  University  of  Chicago;  Dr.  G.  E.  Wire,  Mr.  W.  W. 
Bishop,  MissMary B.Lindsay,  of  Evanstou,  TIL;  R.rr.Tliwaites, 
Madison,  Wis.;  H.  L.  Elniendorf,  secretary  A.  L.  A. .St.  Joseph, 
Mo.;  A.  IT.  Hopkiils,  iissistant  librarian  John  Crerar  library, 
Chicago;  Miss  Katlumne  L.  Sliai^p,  Chicago. 

Among  the  Wisconsin  libraries  repr(\s(»uted  were  those  of 
Ashland,  Beaver  Dam,  Beloit,  De  IVre,  Eau  Chiire,  Fort  At- 
kinson, Green  Bay,  Janesville,  Kenosha.  La  Crosse.  Madison, 
Menomonie,  Merrill,  ^lilwanket*,  Oconoinowix*,  Two  Kivers,  and 
Wauwatosa.  Representative's  from  the  leading  State  normal 
st^iiools  of  Wisconsin,  members  of  the  State  board  of  control, 
and  a  number  of  tnistees  of  the  WiscH>nsin  libraries,  Avere  also 
in  attendance.  The  Milwaukee  Public  library  closed  its  cir- 
culating and  reference  deixirtments  during  the  conference, 
thus  enabling  all  the  assistants  lo  attend  tiie  meeting.  The 
me<»ling  was  iield  at  Kacinc?  to  ]>romote  the  library  moA'einent 
in  that  city,  it  being  one  of  the*  last  of  th(?  large  cities  in  the 
State  without  a  public  library.  Tt  is  the  intention  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Association  to  change  the  place  of  meeting  each 
year,  that  interest  in  the  organizations  of  libraries  may  be 
aronsed  in  dilTerent  localities  in  the  State.  It  is  also  the  in- 
tention of  the  (executive  committee  to  have  the  AsscK'iation 
meet  in  Febiniary  or  March,  if  possible,  of  each  year,  to  stimu- 
late enthusiasm  at  the  April  town  elections  through  reports 
of  the  meetings  given  in  the  newspa]>ers  of  the  State. 

The  session  at  liiicine  oixmed  with  an  address  by  G.  W. 
Jolinston,  of  Ivenoslia.  AVis.,  upon  the  subje<*t  "^ITow  to  Arouse 
Interest  in  the  Library:  Organization,  etc.''  Air.  Johnston 
showed  the  value  of  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  local  paper 
In  arousing  library  interest.    He  gave  in  detail  the  methods 
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pursued  in  awakening  enthusiasm  for  a  library  in  his  city.  By 
appoalinp  to  the  pride  of  the  citizens,  by  direct,  earnest,  truth- 
ful appeals  throuji:h  the  local  pai>er,  by  personal  calls  upon 
workiujrnien,  bnsine.ss  men,  pastors,  teacli(»rs.  iiKMubcTS  of  the 
school  board,  common  ronnril,  and  Ihe  woman's  olnb,  every 
class  was  rearhed,  and  a.  llonrishinjj:  library  association  was 
soon  started.  Those  who  desire  pay  a  membc^rship  fee  of  $2. 
but  the  books  are  free  to  all.  Sixte<*n  hundred  books  have 
already  been  donatefl  to  the  new  library  (incorporated  Decem- 
ber, 1895),  and  two  donations  of  ?1,000  each  have  already  been 
jriven  to  the  library. 

The  next  exercise  was  conducted  by  the  senior  class  of  the 
Depnrtnient  of  Library  Scienoe,  Armour  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy, Cliicapro.  This  was  a  practical  exercise,  showing  the  his- 
tory of  the  library-book  from  th4»  time  a  review  was  read  until 
it  was  worn  out  by  iM^ok-bori-owers  and  n-bouml.  "Keviows 
and  Bookbuyinj?'*  was  discussed  by  Miss  Sarah  S.  Dirkinson; 
*<Orderins:,"  Miss  Irene  Warren;  ^'Aocrssioninjr.''  Miss  Eleanor 
Roi)er;  "Classifyinjr."  Miss  Mary  J.  Palkins:  "Catalojrinjx,"  ^Fiss 
Margaret  Mann;  ''leaning,''  Miss  Virginia  R.  Dodge;  "Binding," 
Miss  Claude  R.  ITenderRon:  "Repairing,"  !Miss  Alaude  W. 
Straight.  This  exercise  was  one  of  the  most  helpful  of  the 
conference.  [The  papers  ])resented  w(t<^  of  so  jii-actical  a  na- 
ture that  tlH'v  are  iu<ori)orated  in  the  i)resent  Biennial  Report 
of  tlu*  <%>mmission.] 

"Tiie  Library  Bureau  and  the  rul)lic  Library"  w.is  tln^  sub- 
ject of  an  addi-(»ss  by  Mr.  (J.  B.  Mel(:n«\v.  rhic'ago  manag<*r  <»f 
the  Librarv  Bureau.  Mr.  ]Mel(*nev  gave  a  short  historv  of  the 
Bureau,  and  showed  that,  altlioutrh  the  sco])(»  of  its  work 
has  been  extended,  tlie  wants  of  lil>rari<*s  an*  still  considered 
of  paramount  imjMutauc<».  ^fr.  Almon  Burtch,  of  the  library 
dei>jirtmt»ni  of  Mrt'Murg's,  <'hicago,  s]>ok<^  on  *'The  Relation  of 
the  Bookseller  to  the  Librarian."  Mr.  Burtch  gaA'e  many  prac- 
tical hints,  showing  best  metiiods  of  onlering,  etc.  ^Ir.  Burtch 
was  followed  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Faxon,  Boston,  ^lass.,  who  spoke 
on  the  value  of  bound  periodicals  in  small  libraries. 

The  secretary  of  the  Association  th<*n  talked  on  ways  and 
means  of  advertising  a  library,  and  showed  hnw  a  small  Vi- 
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brary  might  have  much  of  its  piinting  done  free  of  charge 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  local  newspaper. 

At  the  evening  session  an  addi*ess  was  delivered  upon  **The 
Mission  and  Missionaries  of  Books,"  by  ^fr.  J.  X.  Ljirned,  of 
Buffalo,  X.  Y.  This  address  was  pronounced  by  all  who  heard 
it  one  of  the  most  inspiring  and  helpful  addresses  ever  de- 
livered before  a  body  of  librarians.  [The  lecture  was  tendered 
by  the  Wisconsin  Frei*  Library  Commission,  and  is  published 
in  full  elsewhere  in  this  IMennial  Rei>ort.]  Mr.  Lamed  was  fol- 
lowed by  Eev.  C.  S.  Nickerson  and  Thomas  M.  Kearney,  of  Ra* 
cine.  Wis.,  both  of  whom  spoke  on  the  value  of  a  library  to  a 
community.  A  social  hour  followed  at  the  Hotel  Baoine,  which 
was  enlivened  with  music  by  the  Temple  Quartette,  of  Boston. 

At  the  session  on  Friday  moraing  Mr.  11.  L.  Elmendorf,  sec- 
retary of  the  American  Library  Association,  spoke  on  the  his- 
tory of  that  organization,  ginng  a  review  of  what  it  had  ac- 
complishc^d;  and  lM*s]K>ke  the  attendance  of  the  librarians  of 
Wisconsin  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  in  September  next. 

Miss  Katharine  L.  Shar]>,  who  was  director  of  the  Summer 
Hchool  of  Library  Science  at  Madison  last  year,  made  a  report 
upon  the  work  accomplished.  ^Jp<m  the  conclusion  of  the  ad- 
dress, the  s(M-ri*tary  of  the  Association  made  the  announcement 
that  the  Summer  Scho<^l  of  Library  Science  would  be  held  dur- 
ing July  and  August,  1896,  upon  broader  lines  tlian  the  course 
of  last  year,  and  extending  over  a  pcTiml  of  six  weeks,  ^fhe 
statement  elicited  applaus<»,  which  was  renc^wed  when  it  be- 
came known  that  the  exjMMises  for  the  course*  were  the  gift  of 
Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  who  had  paid  the  expenses  of  the  initiaJ 
venture. 

Miss  Theresa  West,  librarian  of  [Milwaukee  l^iblic  library, 
then  talkcHl  on  "Tlie  Belation  of  the  Trustee  to  the  Librarian 
anc)  Libiary.''  It  has  l>een  Aery  well  said  that  tlu»  position  of 
trustee  of  a  public  library  is  more  imjiortant,  more*  honor- 
able, and  opens  a  field  of  greater  usefulness  than  does  any 
other  honorary  position.  Under  the  newer  policy  of  the  pub- 
lic library  as  an  aggressive  rather  than  a  passive  force,  the- 
endowments  which  bring  success  in  almost  any  line  of  human-. 
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actiyity  may  be  turned  to  account  in  the  mana^^ement  of  a 
library.  In  all  relations  which  the  library  bears  to  the  com- 
munity as  a  who'll,  aa,  for  instance,  with  the  State  authorities, 
the  city  government,  or  the  school  olTiciala,  the  trustees  should 
conduct  the  business.  In  all  relations  with  individuals,  the  li- 
brarian should  act  for  the  trustees.  In  some  cases  trustees 
consider  their  chief  duty  to  be  the  holding  of  the  purse-strings; 
but  sometimes  their  energies  might  be  bettor  employed  in  ef- 
forts to  fill  the  purse.  The  trustees  have  no  more  important 
duty  than  the  selection  of  the  librarian.  They  may  sometimes 
be  compelled  to  forego  technical  training;  they  should  never 
forego  personal  worth  and  executive  strength.  No  library 
can  occupy  its  full  position  of  influence  in  the  community  un- 
less it  is  governed  by  an  intelligent,  interested  board  of  trus- 
tees. 

Mr.  Prank  A.  Hutchins,  chairman  Wisconsin  Library  Com- 
mission and  president  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Association, 
followed  with  a  paper  on  "Free  Traveling  Libraries  for  Farm- 
ing Communities."  ^fr.  Hutchins  gave  nn'  account  of  a  trip 
through  the  State  in  the  interest  of  traveling  libraries,  and  an- 
nouuced  that  Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  desiring  to  test  the  practi- 
cability of  the  traveling  library,  would  shortly  start  sixteen 
libraries,  of  thirty  volumes  each,  at  his  own  expense,  in  his 
county.  Dr.  E.  A.  Birge,  dean  of  the  TJniversitv^  of  Wisconsin, 
and  in  charge  of  its  University  Extension  work\  made  au  ad- 
dress on  ^'Traveling  Libraries  and  University  Extension." 
President  L.  D.  Harvey,  of  the  Milwaukee  'N'ormal  School,  in 
discussing  the  matter  of  traveling  libraries,  held  that  what  was 
most  needed  was  a  man  to  go  out  into  the  country,  as  a  trav- 
eling agent  for  the  Library  Commission.  ''Such  a  man,"  he  said, 
"could  build  up  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  traveling  libraries  in 
every  district  visited.  It  is  the  work  of  a  man  who  believes 
in  the  thing,  which  accomplishes  wonders." 

Rev.  S.  E.  Lathrop,  of  Washburn,  Wis.,  said  that  during  the 
last  fifteen  years  he  had  assisted  in  collecting  15,000  volumes 
for  free  public  libraries.  'In  Northern  Wisconsin,"he  said, 
•'there  are  a  hundred  growing  towns,  just  in  the  plastic  state 
where  libraries  would  be  of  inestimable  value."    W.  J.  Starr, 
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trustee  of  the  public  library  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  spoke  upon 
tJie  needs  of  some  system  whereby  those  living  in  the  country 
may  receive  the  benefit  of  city  libraries.  R.  G.  Tliwaites  fol- 
lowed witli  a  short  talk  on  the  value  of  preserving  files  of  news- 
papers, etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  future  historians. 

By  a  rising  vote,  Mr.  J.  K.  Larned  was  elected  an  honorar}' 
member  of  the  Librarv  Association. 

The  following  ollieers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 
President  F.  A.  Hutchins,  Baraboo,  Wis.;  vice-president,  Miss 
Louise  Sutenneister,  Eau  Claire,  Wis.;  secretarv  and  treasurer, 
Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  Milwauke,  AVis. 

District  Conference  at  Ashland, 

A  meeting  of  the  Association,  in  the  interests  of  the  library 
movement  in  Northern  Wisconsin,  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Vaughn  Library,  at  Ashland,  November  13  and  14,  189G.  Up- 
wards of  a  hundred  persons  were  present,  principiilly  teachers 
and  librarians,  and  great  interest  was  manifested  by  all,  in  the 
proceedings.  Among  those  in  attendance,  outside  of  Ashland, 
were  F.  A.  Hutchins,  B.  G.  Thwaites,  and  L.  E.  Stearns,  of  the 
Stale  Free  Library  Commission;  State  Senator  James  H. 
Stont,  of  Menomonie;  Mrs.  C.  S.  Morris,  of  Berlin,  president  of 
the  Stiite  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs;  H.  W.  Bood  and  W. 
W.  Jones,  of  Washburn;  C.  M.  Gleason,  of  •Bhinelander;  Miss 
Mae  Schreiber,  sui>eriuteiid(»nt  of  libniry  reading.  State  Nor- 
mal s(*h()ol,  Milwaukee;  I*rof.  T.  C.  ;>rcNeil,  president  of  State 
Nonnal  school,  Superior;  Miss  Angie  NeflF,  librarian,  and  tw^o 
assisUmts,  from  the  Dulutli  l^ublic  library;  and  M.  Barry,  of 
Phillips. 

The  afternoon  session  of  November  13  was  opened  with  con- 
gratulatory addresses.  Dr.  E.  A.  Ellis,  of  Ashland,  welcoming 
tlie  guests,  and  Chairuum  Uutchius  resix>ndiug.  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Vaughn,  founder  of  the  \'auglm  Library,  AsJiland,  presented 
a  helpful  pjiper  on  '*The  Besi)onsibility  of  the  Library  Ti-nstee 
to  the  I*ublic."  Commissioner  Thwaites  spoke  upon  "The  Gath- 
ering of  Local  History  Material  by  Public  Libraries,"  in  which 
he  strongly  advised  the  gathering  of  newspaper  files  and  other 
local  documentary  nuiterial.  Mrs.  G.  F.  Merrill,  of  Ashland, 
spoke  of  "The  Belation  of  the  Club  to  the  LibKiry."       Miss 
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Angle  NelT,  of  Duluth,  <?avo  her  "Iinpressiona  of  the  American 
Library  Association  Conference  of  1896."       Miss  Maude  A. 
Earley,  libra i-ian  of  the  Public  library  at  Chippewa  Falls,  pre- 
sented a  paper  on  *'The  Summer  School  of  Library  Science  at 
Madison.''     Miss  Stearns,  of  the  State  Commission,  addressed 
the  meeting  on  "Advertising  a  Library,"    wilJi  examples    of 
methods  pursued  in  ;^^ilwaukee  and  elsewhere  throughout  the 
counlry.     Tlie  evening  was  devoted  to  a  charming  reception 
for  delegates  and  friends,  tendered  at  her  beautiful  liome  by 
^frs.  \'aughn. 

The  morning  of  the  14th  was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  travel- 
ing libraries,  with  remarks  by  Senator  Stout,  Commissioners 
Thwaiti^  and  Hutchins,  Mrs.  Morris  of  Berlin,  ]ilrs.  Vaughn 
of  Ashland,  and  othei's.  ITiis  session  wa^  one  of  great  inter- 
est, and  uuuh  enthusiasm  was  developed. 

The  afternoon,  and  concluding,  session  of  the  conference  was 
given  up  to  the  consideration  of  toj>ics  bearing  on  the  relations 
FM?rw(*en  the  librarii^s  and  the  schools.  ]^ii>ers  were  read,  and 
remarks  made  by  H.  W.  Rood  and  W.  W.  Jones  of  Washburn, 
Miss  Sfhreiber,  and  others. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  convention,  a  largely-attended  meet- 
ing, chiefiy  of  Ashland  people,  was  held  in  the  Vaughn  library 
i-ooms.  to  provide  a  hrystem  of  such  libraries  for  Northern  Wis- 
<'onsin.  with  the  Vaughn  library  as  a  basis  of  0])('ration.  Mr. 
M.  l>arry,  of  Phillips,  was  made  teniporary  chairman,  and  Miss 
Janet  Green,  of  Ashland,  temporary  secretary.  A  constitu- 
tion was  adopted,  and  an  asso<!iation  formed  to  collect  and 
purchasi»  bcM)ks,  magazines,  children's  p(M-iodicals,  and  framed 
and  unframe<l  pictures  to  form  small  libraries  which  shall 
travel  from  hamlet  to  hamlet  and  from  lumber  camp  to  lumber 
camp  through  the  foiests  and  newlysettled  regions  in  North- 
ern Wis<ronsin.  The  association  elected  the  following  otTicers: 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaughn,  of  Ashland,  ])resident;  H.  W.  Rood,  of 
Washburn,  president;  I.  C.  McNeil  of  AVest  Sui)erior,  Rev.  S. 
E.  f-iUhrop  of  Ashland,  R.  L.  McCormick  of  Hayward,  and  C. 
M.  ijrleason  of  Rhinelander,  vice-presidents;  Miss  Janet  Green 
of  the  Vaughn  library,  secretary  and  librarian.  Mrs.  Vaughn, 
the  president  of  the  new  association,  is  the  founder  of  the 
Vaughn  Library  of  Ashland,  which  is  one  of  the  best  free  pub- 
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lie  libraries  in  the  state.  She  is  a  leader  in  all  good  movements 
in  Northern  Wisconsin  and  will,  with  characteristic  energy, 
push  to  a  successful  conclusion  this  project  to  give  the  boys, 
the  giris,  the  men  and  women  of  destitute  communities  in  our 
northern  forests  wholesome  and  entertaining  literature.  In 
this  work,  she  and  the  new  association  of  which  she  is  the 
head,  will  be  aided  by  the  State  CJommission,  which  has  already 
issued  an  address  calling  for  contributions  of  worthy  litera- 
ture from  tlie  friends  of  libraries  in  Wisconsin. 
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For  the  most  part,  that  liftiiijr  of  the  human  race  in  condi- 
tion and  character  which  we  call  civilization  has  been  wronjicht 
"by  individual  energies  acting  on  simply  selfish  lines.  When  I 
say  this,  I  use  the  term  selfish  in  no  sense  that  is  necessarily 
mean,  bnt  only  as  indicating  the  unquestionable  fact,  that  men 
have  striven,  in  the  main,  each  for  himself,  more  than  for  one 
another,  even  in  those  strivings  that  have  advanced  the  whole 
race.  Within  certain  limits  there  is  no  discredit  to  human 
nature  in  the  fact.  A  measure  of  selfishness  is  prescribed  to 
man  bv  the  terms  of  his  individualitv  and  the  conditions  of  his 
existence.  His  only  escape  from  it  is  through  exertions  which 
he  must  emi>loy  at  first  in  his  own  ])ehalf,  in  order  to  win  the  in- 
dependence* and  the  power  to  be  helpful  to  his  fc^Uows.  So  it 
seems  to  me  quite  impossible  to  imagine  a  process  that  would 
h.'ive  worked  out  the  civilization  of  the  race  otherwise  than  by 
the  self-pushing  energy  that  has  impelled  individual  men  to 
plant,  to  build,  to  trade,  to  (explore,  to  exi)eriment,  to  think,  to 
plan,  primarily  and  immediately  for  their  own  personal  ad- 
vantage. 

But  if  the  mor(f  active  forces  in  ci\'ilization  an*  mainly  from 
s<:*lfish  springs,  then*  ar«»  two,  at'h»ast,  which  hav(*  nobler  sour- 
and  a  nobler  historic  part.  One  is  the  sympjithetie  impulse 
which  represcfuts  benevolence  on  its  nc^gative  side,  pained  by 
the  misfortimes  of  others  and  active  to  r(*lieve  them.  Tn  the 
second,  which  is  more  rare,  we  find  benevolence  of  th(*  j)ositive 
kind.  Its  spring  is  in  a  ])urely  generous  f<H»ling,  whicli  strongly 
moves  one  to  communicate  to  othci*s  some  good  that  is  pre- 
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cious  to  him  in  his  own  exporionco  of  it.  It  is  a  feeling  which 
may  rise  in  different  minds  from  different  estimates  of  good, 
and  be  directed  tow^ard  immediate  objects  that  are' unlike;  but 
the  disinterested  motive  and  ultimate  aim  are  unvarying,  and 
it  manifests  in  all  cases  the  very  noblest  enthusiasm  that  hu- 
manity is  cax>able  of.  There  seems  to  be  no  name  for  it  so  true 
a«  that  used  when  we  si>eak  of  a  missioiiaiy  Kj)irit,  in  efforts 
that  aim  at  the  sharing  of  some  gi*eatly  cherished  good  with 
people  who  have  not  learn(Kl  that  it  is  good.  At  the  same  time 
we  must  remember  tliat  mere  propagandisms  jnit  on  the  mis- 
siorary  garb  without  its  spirit,  and  spuriously  imitate  its  altru- 
istic zeal;  and  we  must  keep  our  definition  in  mind. 

There  are  always  true  missionaries  in  the  world,  laboring 
with  (equally  pure  hearts,  though  with  minds  directed  toward 
many  different  ends  of  benefaction  to  their  fellows.  But  only 
two  objects — the  spintual  good  of  mankind,  contemplated  in 
religious  beliefs,  and  the  intellectual  good,  ]mrsued  in  educa- 
tional plans — have  ever  wakened  the  missionary  spirit  in  a 
large,  world-moving  way.  The  supreuH^ly  great  epochs  in  hu- 
man history  are  thos(»  few  which  have  btn^n  markiKl  by  mighty 
waves  of  altruistic  enthusiasm,  sweeping  over  the  earth  from 
sources  of  excitati(m  found  in  one  or  the  other  of  these  two 
ideals  of  good. 

Xaturally  the  first  wakening  was  under  the  touch  of  beliefs 
which  cont(»mp]ate  a  more  than  earthly  good;  and  those  beliefs 
have  moved  the  missicmary  spirit  at  all  times  most  passionately 
and  powerfully.  But  even  the  religious  wakening  was  not  an 
earlv  event  in  historv.  I  think  T  mav  safelv  sav  that  no  trace 
of  it  is  to  be  found  among  the  worshijjpers  of  remote  antiquity. 
The  Hebrew  prophets  never  labored  as  dispenscTS  of  a  p(»rsonal 
blessing  from  their  faiUi.  It  was  for  Israel — the  national 
Israel — that  ihoy  preached  the  claims  and  declared  the  rc^quire- 
ments  of  the  God  of  Israel.  The  priests  of  Osiris  and  Bel  were 
still  more  indifferent  to  the  int(*rest  of  the  worshipper  in  the 
worship  of  their  gods,  thinking  only  of  the  honor  demanded  by 
the  gods  themselves.  So  far  as  history  will  show,  th(»  first  mis- 
sionary inspiration  would  seem  to  have  been  brought  into  re- 
ligion by  (iotama,  the  Buddha,  whos<*  pure  and  exalted  but 
enen'ating  gosp(»l  of  renunciation  filled  Asia  with  evangelists. 
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and  was  caiTied  to  all  peoples  as  the  message  of  a  kope  of  de- 
liverance from  the  universal  sorrow  of  the  world.  Then,  cen- 
turies later,  came  the  commission  more  divine  which  sent  forth 
the  ax)ostles  of  Christianity,  to  tell  tlie  stwy  of  the  Cross,  and 
to  bear  the  offer  of  siilvation  to  every  human  soul.  As  re- 
ligiously kindled,  the  missionary  spirit  has  never  burned  with 
more  fei-vor  than  it  did  in  the  first  centuries  of  Christian 
preaching.  But  nothing  akin  to  it  was  set  aflame,  in  the  small- 
est degree,  by  any  other  eagerness  of  desire  for  the  communi- 
cation of  a  blessing  or  good  to  mankind.  Until  we  come  to 
modern  times,  I  can  see  no  mark  of  the  missionary  motive  in 
any  labor  tliat  was  not  religious. 

The  one  object  which,  in  time,  as  I  have  said,  came  to  rival 
the  religious  object  as  an  inspiration  of  missionary  work — the 
modern  zeal  for  education — was  late  and  slow  in  moving  feel- 
ings to  an  unselfish  depth.  Enthusiasm  for  learning  at  the 
period  of  the  Eenaissance  was  entliusiasm  among  the  few  who 
craved  learning,  and  was  mostly  expended  within  their  own 
circle.  There  was  little  thought  of  pressing  tlie  good  gift  on 
the  multitude  who  knew  not  their  loss  in  the  lack  of  it.  The 
earliest  great  pleader  for  a  common  education  of  the  whole 
jKJople  was  Luther;  but  the  school  was  chiefly  imjwrtant  In 
Luther's  ^iew  as  the  nursery  of  the  church  and  as  a  health- 
bringer  to  the  state;  and  he  labored  for  it  more  as  a  means  to  re- 
ligious and  political  ends  than  as  an  end  in  itself.  Almost  a  cen- 
tui*y  after  Luther  there  appeared  one  whom  Michelet  has  called 
•'the  first  evangelist  of  modern  pedagogy,"  John  Amos  Come- 
nius,  the  Moravian.  The  same  thought  of  him,  as  an  evangelist, 
is  expressed  by  the  historian  Raumer,  who  says:  "Comenius  is 
a  grand  and  venerable  figure  of  sorrow.  Wandering,  persecut- 
ed and  homeless,  during  the  terrible  and  desolating  Thirty 
Years^  War,  he  yet  never  despaired,  but,  with  enduring  truth 
and  strong  in  faith,  he  labored  unweariedly  to  prepare  youth  by 
a  better  education  for  a  better  future.  .  .  .  He  labored 
for  them  with  a  zeal  and  love  worthy  of  the  chief  of  tJie  Apos- 
tles." And  the  education  or  whicli  Comenius  labored  was  no 
less,  in  his  own  words,  than  ^^the  teaching  to  all  men  of  all  the 
subjects  of  human  concern."  Troclaiming  his  educational  ci-eed 
at  another  time,  he  said:  "I  undertake  an  organization  of 
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schools  wliei'oby  all  the  youth  uiay  hi"  inslniete<l  save  those  to 
who  G(k1  has  denied  intelligfeiice,  and  instructed  In  all  those 
thinf^s  which  niak(»  man  wis<\  j?ood,  and  holy.-' 

Here,  tlien,  had  arisen  the  first  true  missionary  of  common 
teaching,  who  bore  the  invitation  to  learning  as  a  gospel  prof- 
fered to  all  childhood  and  all  vouth,  and  who  strove  in  its  be- 
half  with  apostolic  zeal.  Tlie  period  of  the  active  labors  of 
Oomenius  was  before  and  a  little  after  the  middle  of  the  ITth 
century.  He  made  some  impression  up<.m  the  ideas  and  the 
educational  methods  of  his  time;  but  Europe  generally  was 
cold  to  his  enthusiasm.  In  one  small  corner  of  it,  alone,  there 
was  a  people  already  prepared  for  and  already  beginning  to 
realize  his  inspiring  dreams  of  universal  education.  That  waa 
Holland,  whei^e  the  state,  even  in  the  midst  of  its  struggle  for 
an  indepc*ndent  existence,  was  assuming  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools  and  attempting  to  i>ro\ide  them  for  every  child. 
In  that  one  spot  the  true  missionary  leaven  in  edacatiou  was 
found  working  while  the  17th  centurj'  was  still  young;  and 
from  Holland  it  would  seem  to  have  been  carried  to  America 
Ibng  before  the  feiin<»ntation  was  really  felt  in  any  other 
country. 

Elsewh*»n*  in  the  old  world,  if  Ccmienlus  found  any  immedi- 
ate successor  in  the  new  field  of  missionary  lalmr  which  he  ha<t 
practically  discovere<l  and  oix»ned,  it  was  th(j  Abb<5  I^  Salle, 
founder  of  the  great  teaching  order  of  the  Christian  Brothers. 
But  the  zeal  kindled  by  La  Salle,  which  has  burned  even  to  the 
present  day,  was  essentially  religious  in  its  aims  and  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  his  church.  The  spirit  in  common  teaching 
still  waited  generally  for  that  wliich  would  make  a  secular  sav- 
ing faith  of  it — urgent,  persisting,  not  to  be  denied  or  escaped 
from.  The  world  at  large  made  some  slow  progressi  toward 
better  things  in  it;  schools  were  increased  in  number  and  im- 
proved; Jesuits,  Jansenists,  Oratorians,  and  other  teaching 
orders  in  the  Roman  church,  labored  more  inti»lligently;  mid- 
dle-class education  in  England  and  other  countries  received 
more  attention.  But  the  conscience  of  society  in  general  was 
satisfied  with  the  oi)ening  of  tlie  school  to  those  who  came  with 
money  in  their  hands  and  knocked  at  its  door.  There  was  no 
thought  yet  of  standing  in  the  door  and  ciying  out  to  the  money- 
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less  and  to  tlie  indifferent,  bidding  them  come.  F;u'  less  was 
thero  thought  of  ^oing  out  into  thr  liighways  and  h('dtj:os  to 
bring  them  in.  Another  century  of  time  was  needed,  and  a 
long  line  of  apostolic  teachers,  agitators  and  administrators, 
like  Pestalozzi,  Fatlier  Girard,  Froebel,  Humboldt,  nionglunu, 
Horace  Mann,  to  inspire  that  feeling  for  education  whicli 
warms  the  western  nations  of  the  world  at  last;  th(?  feeling 
for  education  as  a  supreme  good  in  itself;  not  merely  as  a  bread- 
making  or  a  money-making  insti"uni(»nt;  not  merely  for  giving 
arithmetic  to  the  shop-k(»epei%  or  book-keeping  to  the  clerk,  op 
even  political  opiui(»ns  to  the  citizens;  not  merely  for  sujiplying 
iweachers  to  the  pulpit,  or  physicians  to  th(^  sick-room,  or  law- 
yers to  tlie  bench  and  bar;  but  in  and  of  and  for  its  own  sake, 
as  a  good  to  humanity  which  surpasses  every  other  goo<l,  save 
one.  This  is  what  I  call  the  mis**ionary  spirit  in  education, 
and  it  has  so  far  been  wakened  in  the  world  that  we  expect 
and  deniand  it  in  the  teaching  work  of  our  time,  and  when  we 
do  not  have  it  we  are  cheated  by  its  counterfeit. 

But  this  zeal  for  education  was  animated  in  most  communi- 
ties sooiner  than  the  thought  needed  for  its  wis<?  dii*eclion. 
There  was  a  time  not  long  ago  when  it  expended  itself  in  school- 
rooms and  colleges  and  was  satisfied.  To  have  laid  benignant 
hands  on  the  children  of  the  gt*neration,  and  pushed  them,  with 
a  kindly  coercion,  through  soniL*  judicious  curriculum  of  stud- 
ies, was  thought  to  be  enough.  Tliat  limited  concopti(m  of 
education  as  a  common  got)d  sufticed  for  a  time,  bur  not  long. 
The  impulse  which  carried  i)ublic  sentinuMit  to  that  length  was 
sure  to  press  (ju(»stii»ns  upon  it  that  would  reach  further  yet. 
*^nave  we  anived,''  it  began  to  ask,  "at  the  end  for  which  our 
pnblic  schools  are  the  nutans?  We  liav(»  provided  broadly  and 
liberally — for  what?  For  teaching  our  children  to  read  their 
own  language  in  print;  to  trace  it  in  written  signs;  to  construct 
it  in  grammatical  forms;  to  be  familiar  with  arithmetical  rules; 
to  know  the  standards  and  divisicms  of  weight  and  measure; 
to  form  a  notion  of  the  surface-features  of  the  earth  and  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  jirincipal  names  that  have  been  given  to 
them;  to  remember  a  few  chief  facts  in  tlie  i>ast  of  their  own 
couDtry.  But  these  are  only  keys  which  we  expect  them  to 
me  in  their  acquisition  of  knowledge,  rather  than  knowledge 
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itself.  T\Tien  thoy  quit  tlio  school,  with  these  wonderful  keys 
of  alphabet  aud  number  in  their  possession,  they  are  only  in 
the  vestibule  chambers  of  education.  Can  we  leave  them  there 
— these  children  and  youth  of  our  time — to  find  as  best  they 
may,  or  not  find  at  all,  the  treasuries  we  would  h«ave  them  un- 
lock." To  ask  the  question  was  to  answer  it.  Once  challenged 
to  a  larger  thought  of  education,  the  missionary  spirit  of  the 
age  rose  boldly  in  its  demands.  The  free  school,  the  academy, 
the  college,  even  gi^ew  in  importance,  when  looked  at  in  the 
larger  view,  but  tliey  were  seen  to  be  not  enough.  They  were 
seen  to  be  only  blt^ssed  openings  in  the  way  to  knowledge, — gar- 
landed gates, — ivory  portals, — golden  doors, — ^but  passage- 
ways, only,  after  all,  to  knowledge  beyond  them.  And  the 
knowledge  to  which  they  led,  while  much  and  many  kinds  af 
it  may  ncvd  to  be  gh^aned  in  the  open  fields  of  life,  out  of  liv- 
ing obs(»rvations  and  experiences,  yet  mainly  exists  as  a  meas- 
ureless store  of  accumulated  savings  from  the  expcM'ieuce  and 
observation  of  all  the  generations  that  have  lived  and  died, 
rworded  in  writing  and  pn»served  in  print.  There,  then,  in 
the  command  and  jH)ssessi(ni  of  that  great  store,  the  end  of 
education  was  seen  to  be  most  nearly  realized.  And  so  the 
free  public  library  was  added  to  the  frcH?  public  school. 

But,  strangely  enough,  when  that  was  first  done,  there  hap- 
pened the  same  halting  of  spirit  that  had  appeared  in  the  free 
public  school.  To  have  (^i-Uected  a  library  of  books,  and  to  have 
set  its  doors  o])en  to  all  comers,  was  assumed  to  be  the  fulfil- 
ment of  duty  in  the  matter.  Tlie  books  waited  for  readers  to 
seek  them.  The  librjirian  waited  for  inquirers  to  press  their 
way  to  him.  No  one  thought  of  outspreading  the  books  of  the 
library  like  a  merchant's  wares,  to  win  the  public  eye  to  them. 
None  thought  of  trying  by  any  means  to  rouse  an  appetite  for 
books  in  minds  not  naturally  hungij  for  learning,  or  for  i)oetry, 
or  for  the  thinking  of  other  men.  ^  the  frcH?  or  the  nearly  free 
public  libraries,  for  a  time,  w^rought  no  great  good  for  educa- 
ti(m  l>eyond  a  circle  in  which  the  energy  of  tlie  desire  to  which 
they  answered  was  most  indepeud<*nt  of  any  public  help. 

But  this  stage  of  passive  existence  in  the  life  of  the  free 
public  library  had  no  long  duration.  Soon  the  missionary  pas- 
sion began  to  stir  men  here  and  there  in  the  library  field,  as  it 
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had  stirred  teachers  in  tlie  scliools,  before.  One  by  one,  tlie 
inspiration  of  their  calling  began  to  burn  in  their  hearts.  They 
saw  with  new  eyes  the  greatness  of  the  trust  that  had  been  con- 
fided to  them,  and  they  rose  to  a  new  sense  of  the  obligations 
borne  with  it.  No  longer  a  mere  keeper,  custodian,  watch- 
man,  set  over  dumb  treasures  to  hold  them  safe,  tlie  librarian 
now  toot  active  functions  upon  himself,  and  became  the  min- 
ister of  his  ti*ust,  commanded  by  his  own  feelings  and  by  many 
incentives  around  him  to  make  the  most,  in  all  possible  ways, 
of  the  library  as  an  influence  for  good.  The  new  spirit  thus 
brought  into  library  work  spread  quickly,  as  a  benellcent  epi- 
demic, from  Xew  England,  where  its  appearance  was  first  not- 
ably marked,  over  America  and  Great  Britain  and  into  all  Eng- 
lish lands,  and  is  making  its  way  more  slowly  in  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

The  primary  effort  to  which  it  urged  librarians  and  library 
trustees  was  that  towards  bettering  the  introduction  of  books 
to  raders;  towards  making  them  known,  in  the  first  instance, 
with  a  due  setting  forth  of  what  they  are  and  what  they  offer; 
then  towards  putting  them  in  right  relations  with  one  another, 
1^  groupings  according  to  subject  and  literary  form  and  by 
cross-bindings  of  reference;  then  towards  establishing  the 
easiest  possible  guidance  to  them,  both  severally  and  in  their 
groups,  for  all  seekers,  whether  simple  or  learned.  When 
serious  attention  liad  once  been  givcm  to  these  matters,  there 
iras  found  to  be  need  in  them  of  a  measure  of  study,  of  experi- 
ment, of  inventive  ingenuity,  of  individual  and  collective  ex- 
perience, of  practical  and  philosophical  attainments^  that  had 
never  been  suspected  before.  These  discoveries  gave  form  to 
a  conception  of  ^'library  science'' — of  a  depaiiment  of  study, 
that  is,  entitled  to  sicieutific  rank,  by  the  imiK)rtance  of  its  re- 
sults, the  precision  of  its  methods,  the  range  of  its  details. 
The  quick  development  of  the  new  science,  witliiu  the  few 
years  that  have  x>as8ed  since  the  first  thought  of  it  c^me  into 
meu'S  minds,  is  marked  by  many  library  schools  and  classes  al- 
ready flourishing  in  the  T Tnited  States,  east  and  we^t. 

For  more  eflQciency  in  their  common  work,  the  reformers  of 
the  librarv  were  org-anized  at  an  earlv  dav.  The  American 
Library  Association  on  this  side  of    the  sea  and  the  Library 
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Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  other  side,  with  a 
journal  giving  voice  to  each.,  proved  powerful  in  tlieir  unifying 
effect.  Ideas  were  exchanged  and  experiences  compared. 
Each  was  taught  by  the  successes  or  warned  by  the  failures  of 
his  neighbors.  Wliat  each  one  learned  by  investigation  or 
proved  by  tidal  became  the  proi)erty  of  every  otlier.  The 
mutual  insti'uction  that  came  about  was  only  equaled  by  the 
working  cooperation  which  followed.  Great  tasks,  lx*yond  tlie 
jwwer  of  individuals,  and  impossible  as  comin(^rcial  undertak- 
ings, because  piK)niising  no  pecuniary  reward,  were  planned  and 
labonously  performed  by  the  union  of  many  co-workers, 
widely  scattered  in  the  world,  but  moved  by  one  disinterested 
aim.  From  122  libraries,  in  that  mode  of  alliance,  there  was 
massed  the  labor  which  indexed  the  whole  body  of  general 
magazine  literature,  thus  sweeping  the  dust  from  thousands  of 
volumes  that  had  been  practically  useless  befon»,  bringing  the 
invaluable  miscellany  of  their  contents  Into  daily  definite  ser- 
vice, by  making  its  subjects  known  and  easily  traced.  Hie 
same  Avork  of  coop^aative  indexing  was  next  carried  into  the 
indeterminate  field  of  general  miscellaneous  books.  By  still 
broader  cooiXM'ation,  a  sek^'tion  of  books  was  mado  from  the 
huge  nia.ss  of  all  literature,  with  siftings  and  re-siftiugs,  to 
be  a  standard  of  choice  and  a  model  of  cataloguing  for  small 
new  libraries.  .\nd  now,  topical  lists  on  many  subjects  are 
being  prejuired  for  the  guidance  of  readers,  by  specialists  in 
each  subject,  with  notes  to  describe  and  value  the  books 
named. 

Tlie  j)Ossibilities  of  cooiK*ration  in  library  work  are  just  be- 
ginning to  be  r(^aliz(Hl,  and  the  great  (asks  already  accomplished 
by  it  will  probably  h>ok  small,  when  comi)ared  with  undertak- 
ings to  come  hereaf  t<T. 

But,  after  all.  it  is  the  individual  work  in  the  libraries  whioh 
manifests  most  distinctly  the  new  s^nrit  of  the  time.  The  per- 
fected cataloguing,  which  opens  paths  for  the  s(H?ker  from 
fevery  probable  starting-i>oint  of  inquiry,  not  only  to  books,  but 
into  the  contents  of  books;  the  multiplied  reading  lists  and 
reference  lists,  on  questions  and  topics  of  the  day,  which  are 
quick  to  answ-er  a  momentary  interc^st  in  the  public  mind  and 
direct  it  to  the  best  sources  for  its  satisfaction;  the  annotated 
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Imlletius  of  ciinM'nl  literatim*,  wliicli  aiinoniice  and  valnts  as 
fiU*  as  pra<*tirablo,  by  soiiu'  woiil  of  conipott^ut  critirisni,  Uie 
mow*  iin|K3rtaiit  jniblications  of  (»acli  month;  tlio  o.jK»ninj?  of 
book  sholves  to  readers,  to  Avliieh  libraries  are  teudinj?  as  far  as 
thoir  coii8tru<-tioii  and  th(»ir  eircumstanees  will  ]>(»rinit;  the 
evolution  of  tlie  <hildren's  readinjr-rooni,  now  become  a 
Btaudanl  feature  to  be  provided  for  in  every  new  building  de- 
sign, and  to  be  striven  for  in  buildings  of  an  older  pattern;  the 
invention  of  '^traveling  lilwaric^s"  and  *'liome  libraries'';  the 
increaHing  provisicm  made  in  lilu'ary  service*  for  the  helping  of 
students  and  inquirers  to  pursue  their  invi^stigations  and  make 
their  nean-hes;  the  incn»asing  coojM^ration  of  libraries  and 
ediools,  with  th»*  growing  attraction  of  leaohei's  and  pupils 
toward  the  true  literature  of  their  subjects  of  study,  and  the 
waning  tn'anny  of  the  d(»siccated  t(»xt-b(M)k; — in  all  these 
tilings  there  is  the  measure  of  an  influ(*nce  which  was  hardly 
bt^nning  to  be  felt  a  quartet'  of  a  century  ago. 

I  have  inun<*d  last  among  the  fniits  of  this  jwtent  iuCuence 
the  co<>iK*ration  of  libraries  and  scliooN,  not  because  it  stands 
k-ast  in  the  list,  but  btH'ause  the  whole  missionary  inspiration, 
fr4»m  every  stand]M»int  of  solicitude  for  the  eilucati(ma\  good 
of  mankind,  is  unitcMl  and  culminated  in  it.  and  is  doing  its 
greatest  work.  Tlie  missionary  teacher  and  the  missionary 
librarian  come  togeth(*r  in  thest?  new  arrangements,  working 
no  longer,  one  in  the  steps  of  the  other — one  carrying  forward 
the  education  which  the  othcT  has  begun — but  hand  in  hand 
and  side  by  side,  h^-ading  children  from  the  (*arliest  age  into  the 
wonderful  and  iKfautiful  book-world  of  poetry,  legend,  story, 
nature-knowledge,  or  science,  tiuK^-knowbHlge,  or  history,  life- 
knowledge,  or  biography,  making  it  dear  and  familiar  to  them 
in  the  imprf*ssionable  y(*ars  within  which  their  tastes  are 
formed.  Tlie  school  alone,  under  common  conditions,  can  do 
nothing  of  that.  On  the  contrary,  its  text-b(K>ks,  as  known  gen- 
erally in  the  ptist,  have  ])(*en  calculat<»d  to  rt»jK*l  the  young 
mind.  Tlioy  have  ivpresente<l  to  it  little  but  the  dry  task  of 
rote-learning  and  recitati<m.  Tliey  have  brought  to  it  nothing 
of  the  flavor  of  real  literature,  nor  any  of  that  I'apturous  de- 
light from  an  inner  sense  of  rhythmic  motions  which  real 
Utemture  can  give;  neither  the  dancing  step,  nor  the  swinging 
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march,  nor  the  rush  as  with  steeds,  nor  the  lift  and  sweep  aa 
with  wings,  which  even  a  child  may  be  made  to  feel  in  g^eat 
poetry  and  in  noble  prose,  and  which  once  experiencred  is  a  be- 
guiling charm  forever.  The  whole  tendency  of  the  iext-book 
teaching  of  the  schools  is  toward  deadening  the  young  mind  to 
that  feeling  for  literature,  and  alienating  it  from  books  by  a 
prejudice  bom  of  wrong  impressions  at  the  beginning.  Just  so 
far  as  the  school  reader,  the  school  geography,  the  school  his- 
tory, and  their  fellow  compends,  are  permitted  to  remain  con- 
spicuous  in  a  child's  thought,  during  his  early  y(»ars.  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  books  which  he  will  be  admonished  by  and  by 
to  read,  so  far  he  will  be  put  into  an  oj»i>ositiuu  never  easy  to 
overcome. 

The  t(»udert»st  years  of  childhood  are  the  y(»ars  of  all  others 
for  shaping  a  puiv  iutellwtual  taste  and  creating  a  pure  intel- 
lectual thirst,  w-hich  oulv  a  noble  literature  can  satisfv  in  the 
end.  We  have  come  at  last  to  the  disc(*rnment  of  that  i>reg- 
nant  fact,  and  our  schemes  of  educatitm  for  the  yomig  are 
being  reconstructed  accoi-dingly.  Thei'e  is  no  longer  the 
division  of  labor  between  school  and  library  which  seemed. 
but  a  little  time  ago,  to  be  so  plainly  marked  out.  Schools  are 
not  to  make  readers  for  libraries,  nor  libraries  to  wait  for 
readei*s  to  come  to  them  out  of  the  schools.  The  school  aiid 
the  world  of  books  which  it  makes  known  to  him  are  to  be 
identified  in  the  child's  mind.  There*  is  to  be  no  distinction  in 
his  memory  between  reading  as  an  ai-t  learned  and  reading  ^fi 
a  delight  discovenni.  The  art  and  the  use  of  the  art  are  to  be 
one  simultaneous  communication  to  him. 

That  is  the  end  c*ontemi)lated  in  tlK.^  co<>perative  work  of 
libraries  and  schools,  which,  recent  in  its  bc^ginning,  has  made 
great  advances  already,  and  wiiich  especially  appeals  to  what  I 
have  called  the  missionarv  enthusiasm  in  both  libraries  and 
schools.  It  contemplates  what  seems  to  be  the  truest  ideal  of 
teaching  ever  shaped  in  thought — of  t(?aching  not  as  educating, 
but  as  the  setting  of  the  young  in  tli(»  way  of  education;  as 
starting  them  on  a  course  of  self-culture  which  they  will  pursue 
to  the  end  of  their  lives,  with  no  willingness  to  turn  back. 
The  highest  ideal  of  education  is  realized  in  that  life-long  pur- 
suit of  it,  and  the  success  of  any  school  is  measured,  not  by  the 
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little  portion  of  actual  learning  which  its  students  take  out  of 
it,  but  by  the  persisting  strength  of  the  impulse  to  know  and  to 
think  which  they  cany  from  the  school  into  their  later  lives. 
But  there  are  i)eople  who  may  assent  to  all  that  is  said  of 
education  in  this  life-lasting  view  of  it,  who  will  deny  that 
there  is  a  question  in  it  of  books.    *^We,"  they  say,  '^find  more 
for  our  instruction  in  life  than  in  books.    The  reality  of  things 
interests  us  more  and  teaches  us  more  than  the  report  and  de- 
scription of  them  by  others.    We  study  men  among  men,  and 
God's  works  in  the  midst  of  them.    We   prefer  to  take  knowl- 
edge a  t  first  hands,  from  nature  and  from  society,  rather  than 
second-handedly,  out  of  a  printed  page.     Your  book-wisdom  is 
from  the  closet  and  for  closet  use.    It  is  not  the  kind  needed  in 
a  busv  and  breezv  world."    Well,  there  is  a  half-truth  in  this 
which  must  not  be  ignored.    To  make  everything  of  books,  in 
the  development  of  men  and  women,  is  a  greater  mistJike,  i>er- 
haps,  than  to  make  nothing  of  them.    For  life  has  teachings, 
and  Mature  out-of-doors  has  teachings,  for  which  no  man,  if  he 
misses  them,  can  find  compensation  in  books.    We  can  say  that 
frankly  to  the  contemner  of  books,  and  we  yield  no  ground  in 
doing  so;  for  then  we  turn  upon  him  and  say:  ^^our  life,  sir, 
to  which  you  look  for  all  the  enlightenment  of  soul  and  mind 
that  you  receive,  is  a  brief  span  of  a  few  tens  of  years;  the  circle 
of  human  acquaintance  in  which  you  are  satisfied  to  make  your 
whole  study  of  mankind  is  a  little  comptany  of  a  few  hundred 
men  and  women,  at  the  most;  the  natural  world  from  which 
you  think  to  take  sufficient  lessons  with  your  unassisted  eyes 
is  made  up  of  some  few  bits  of  city  streets  and  country  lanes 
and  seaside  sands.    'WTiat  can  you,  sir,  know  of  life,  compared 
with  tlie  man  who  has  had  equal  years  of  breath  and  conscious- 
ness with  you,  and  who  puts  \sr\th  that  experience  some  large, 
wide  knowledge  of  forty  centuries  of  human  history  in  the 
whole  round  world  besides?    ^^^Ult  can  you  know  of  mankind 
and  human  nature  compared  with  the  man  who  meets  and  talks 
with  as  iminy  of  his  neighbors  in  the  flesh  as  yourself,  and  w^ho, 
beyond  tluit,  has  compiinionship  and  communion  of  mind  with 
the  kingly  and  quei»nly  ones  of  all  the  generations  that  are 
dead?    A\Ti;it  can  you  learn  from  Nature  compared  with  him 
who  h;j8  Darwin  and  Dana  and  Huxley  and  Tyndall  and  Gray 
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for  Ids  tutors  wlien  h(?  walks  abroad,  and  >vho.  besides  the 
homo-ranibliiif:  whicli  lie  shares  with  you,  can  go  bird-watching 
with  John  Burrouj;^hs  up  and  down  the  Atlantic  states,  or  roam- 
ing with  Tlioreau  in  Maine  woods,  or  strolling  with  Richard 
Jefferies  in  English  lanes  and  fields?" 

Truth  is,  the  bookless  man  does  not  understand  his  own  losB. 
He  does  not  know  the  leanness  in  which  his  mind  is  kept  by 
want  of  the  food  wliich  he  rejects.  Ho  does  not  know  what 
starving  of  imagination  and  of  thought  he  has  inflicted  npan 
himself.  He  has  suffered  his  interest  in  the  things  which  make 
up  God's  knowable  universe  to  shrink  until  it  reaches  no  far- 
ther than  his  eyes  can  see  and  his  ears  can  hear.  The  books 
which  he  scorns  are  the  telescopes  and  reflectors  and  reverber- 
ators of  our  intellectual  life,  holding  in  themselves  a  hundred 
magicjil  i)owei*s  for  the  overcoming  of  s!i>ace  and  time,  and  for 
giving  the  range  of  knowledge  which  belongs  to  a  ix*ally  culti- 
vated  mind.  ^Fliere  is  no  (^jual  substitute  for  them.  There  is 
nothing  else  which  will  so  bre«k  for  us  the  poor  hobble  of 
everyday  sijit?-  ai'.il  s-oinds.  an«l  habits  and  tasks,  by  which 
our  thinking  and  feeling  no  'Jiiturally  tethered  to  a  little  worn 
round. 

Some  may  think,  perhaps,  that  newsptix>^i*s  should  be  named 
with  books  as  sharing  this  higli  office.  In  tnith,  it  ought  to  be 
possible  to  ranlv  the  newspaper  with  the  book  as  an  instrument 
of  culture.  Equally  in  truth,  it  is  not  possible  to  do  so,  except 
in  the  cas<^^  of  some  small  number.  The  true  public  journal — 
diary  of  the  world — which  is  actualh*  a  newsi^per  and  not 
a  gossii>];>iiiX'r,  is  most  powerfully  an  educ^itor,  cultivator, 
brOiidener  of  the  minds  of  those  who  I'ead  it.  It  lifts  them  OLt 
of  their  petty  i)ersonal  surroundings  and  sets  them  in  the 
midst  of  all  the  great  movements  of  tl<e  time  on  every  con- 
tinent. It  makes  them  spectators  and  judges  of  everything 
that  happens  or  is  done;  demands  opinions  from  them;  extorts 
their  sympathy  and  moves  them  morally  to  wrath  or  admira- 
tion. In  a  word,  it  produces  daily,  in  their  thought  and  feel- 
ing, a  thousiind  hirgt^  relations  with  their  f(»lloiw  men  of  every 
country  and  race,  with  noble  r<»sults  of  the  highest  and  truest 
cultivation. 

But  the  common  so-called  newsp{ii)er     of  the  present  day, 
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which  is  a  men*  rajr-picker  of  scandal  and  gossip,  searching  the 
gutters  and  garbage  barrels  of  the  whole  earth  for  every  taint- 
ed and  unclean  scrap  of  j)ersoiial  misdoing  or  misliap  that  can 
be  dragged  to  light;  the  so-called  newspaiMM'  whidi  interests 
itself,  and  whiih  labors  to  interest  its  readers,  in  th**  trivialities 
and  ignoble  orcurrences  of  the  day — in  tin*  ]>rize  flglits  and 
mean  preliiuinarit^  of  prize  fights,  the  lK>xing  inatrhes,  the  ball 
games,  the  rates,  the  teas,  the  luncheons,  the  r(*ceptioiis,  the 
dresses,  the  goings  and  comings  and  private  doings  of  private 
persons, — making  tin*  most  in  all  possible  ways  of  nil  x^^tty 
things  and  low  things,  while  treating  grave  matters  with 
levity  and  impertinence. — with  what  effect  is  such  a  newspaper 
read?  I  do  not  care  to  say.  If  I  spoke  my  mhid  I  might  strike 
harshly  at  too  many  ]K*ople  whose  reading  Is  confined  to  such 
sheets.  I  will  venture  only  so  much  remark  as  this:  that  I 
would  prefer  absolute  illiteracy  for  a  son  or  daughter  of  mine 
— total  inability  to  s|h*11  a  print«*<l  woi-d — rather  than  that  he 
or  she  sh(nild  b«*  habitually  a  read<*r  of  the  ccmimon  newsi>aiH»r8 
of  America  to-day,  and  a  reader  of  no»thing  In-tter. 

I  could  Siiy  the  same  of  many  books.  Ho  far,  in  speaking  of 
books,  I  have  l>een  taking  for  granted  tliat  you  will  understand 
me  to  mean,  not  everything,  without  discrimination,  Avhicli  has 
the  form  of  a  book,  but  only  the  true  literature  which  worthily 
bears  that  printed  form.  For,  if  we  must  give  the  name  to  all 
printed  »ht*ets,  fold<*d  and  stitchtMl  t()g«*thor  in  a  certain  mode, 
then  it  becomes  n<M'<*ssary  to  qualify  the  us<»  we  make  of  the 
name.  Then  we  must  swe<'i)  ^^it  of  the  question  vast  numbers 
of  lKM>ks,  whi<'h  lM*l<uig  to  lit<MUtiire  no  more  than  a  counterfeit 
dollar  belongs  to  the  money  of  the  country.  They  are  counter- 
feits in  literatun* — base  imitations  of  the  true  book;  that  ie 
their  real  character.  R<*aders  may  be  cheated  by  them  pre- 
cisely as  buyers  and  sellers  may  be  cheated  by  the  spurious 
ooin.  and  the  dettM-ticm  and  rejection  of  them  am  eflfected  by 
identically  the  samc»  jiroeess  of  scrutiny  and  (comparison. 
Every  genuine  book  has  a  reason  for  its  exist(*nce,  in  something 
of  value  which  it  brings  to  the  reader.  That  something  may  be 
infonnation,  it  may  be  ideas,  it  may  be  moral  stimulations, 
it  ffuay  bf  wholesome  emotions,  it  may  be  gifts  to  the  im- 
aieinatiou.  or  to  the  fancy,  or  to  the  sensi*  of  humor,  or  to  the 
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humane  syin]Mithies,  or  indefinably  to  tlie  wliole  conBcioud 
contentment  of  the  absorbing  mind;  but  it  will  always  be  a 
fact  which  those  who  make  themselves  familiar  with  good  and 
true  books  can  never  mistake.  WTiether  they  find  it  in  a  book 
of  history,  or  of  travel,  or  of  biogitiphy,  or  of  piet}^  or  of  science^ 
or  of  poetr3%  or  of  nonsense  (for  there  are  good  books,  of 
nonsense,  like  "Alice  in  Wonderland/-  for  example),  they  will  in- 
fallibly recognize  the  stamp  of  genuineness  upon  it.  The 
readers  who  are  cheated  bv  base  and  worthless  books  are  the 
readers  who  will  not  give  themselves  an  expert  knowledge  of 
good  bo<ik8,  as  they  might  easily  do. 

Here,  then,  (jpens  one  of  the  greater  missionary  fields  of  the 
public  library.  To  push  the  competition  of  good  books  against 
worthless  books,  making  readers  of  what  is  vulgar  and  flat 
acquainted  with  what  is  wholesome  and  fine,  is  a  work  as  im- 
I)ortant  as  the  introduction  of  books  among  people  who  have 
never  read  at  all.  There  is  a  theory  which  has  some  accept- 
ance, that  any  reading  is  better  than  no  reading.  It  rests  on 
the  assumption  that  an  appetite  for  letters  once  created,  even 
by  the  trash  of  the  press,  will  either  refine  its  own  taste,  or 
etee  will  have  prepai'ed  a  susceptibility  to  literary  influenoea 
which  could  not  otherwise  exist.  Tliose  who  hold  this 
doctrine  have  confidence  that  a  young  devoui-er  of  dime  novels, 
for  example,  may  be  led,  on  an  ascending  plane,  through 
Gastlemon,  Optic,  Aljger,  Marae  Reid,  Henty,  Verne,  Ander- 
sen, Be  Foe,  Scott,  Homer,  Shakespeare,  more  easily  than  a 
boy  or  girl  who  runs  away  from  print  of  every  sort  c-an  be  won 
into  any  similar  path.  For  my  own  x>art,  I  fear  the  theory  ia 
unsafe  for  working.  It  will  probably  prove  trte  in  some  castas; 
I  am  quite  sure  that  it  will  prove  dangerously  false  in  many 
others.  Tliere  are  kinds  of  habit  and  appetite  in  reading  which 
seem  to  be  as  deep-rooted  in  unhealthy  states  of  mind  and  brain 
as  the  appetite  for  opium  or  alcohol.  They  grow  up  among  the 
habitual  readers  of  such  newspapers  as  I  havfj  b<H^n  speaking 
of,  and  equally  among  roa<lers  of  the  slop-shop  novels,  vulgar  of 
vite,  with  which  the  world  is  flooded  in  this  age  of  print.  The 
newsi>a|K'r  apix*tite,  or  the  trash-novel  appetites  once  fastened 
on  the  brain  of  its  victim,  is  not  often  unloosed.  It  masters 
all  othr  indiuations — pM-mits  no  other  taste  or  interest  to  be 


TiiK  .nrssiox  axd  missionaries  of  the  hook.  ;i3 

wakened.  The  stuff  which  produces  it  is  as  dangerous  to  tam- 
per with  as  any  other  drenm-  or  stupor  making  narcotic.  To 
bait  readers  with  it,  expecting  to  lure  them  on  to  better  litera*- 
tnre,  is  to  run  a  grave  risk  of  missing  the  end  and  realizing 
only  the  mischiefs  of  the  temptation. 

Far  safer  will  it  be  to  hold  the  public  library  as  strictly  as 
can  be  done  to  the  mission  of  good  books.  And  that  is  a  yague 
prescription.  How  are  "good  books"  to  be  defined? — since 
their  goodness  is  of  many  degrees.  The  mere  distinction  be- 
tween good  and  bad  in  literature  I  belieye  to  be  <»asily  recog- 
nized, ns  I  have  said,  by  every  person  who  has  tasted  the  good, 
and  whose  intellectual  sense  has  been  cultivated  by  it,  to  even 
a  small  extent.  But  between  the  supremely  good  and  that 
which  is  simply  not  bad,  there  are  degrees  beyond  counting. 
From  Bulwer  to  Shakesp(*are,  from  Trumbull  to  Ifo.iier,  from 
Koe  to  Tliackeray,  from  Tiipper  to  ^Marcus  Aurelius,  from  Tal- 
nmge  to  Thomas  a  K(nui>is  or  Jeremy  Taylor,  from  Jacob  Ab- 
l»ott  to  Edward  Gibbon,  the  gradation  of  quality  is  beyond 
exact  marking  by  any  critical  science.  How  shall  we  draw 
lines  to  distinguish  the  negatively  from  the  positively  good  in 
letters?  We  simply  cannot.  We  can  only  lay  down  loose 
lines,  and  put  behind  them  the  never  relaxing  spnng  of  one 
elastic  and  always  practicable  rule — Strive  unceasingly  for  the 
Best.  Give  all  the  opportunities  to  tlie  best  literature  of  every 
class.  Give  fi-ont  places  on  all  i>ossible  occasions  to  the  great 
writers,  the  wise  writers,  the  learned  writ<'rs,  the  wholesome 
writers;  keep  them  always  in  evidence;  contrive  introductions 
for  them;  make  readers  familiar  with  tlieir  rank  and  standing. 
There  is  little  else  to  be  done.  The  public  library  would  be 
false  to  its  mission  if  it  did  not  exclude  books  that  are  posi- 
tively bad,  either  through  vice  or  \nilgarity;  but  much  beyond 
that  it  cannot  easily  go.  Happily,  it  cannot  force  the  best  lit- 
erature upon  its  public,  for  if  it  could  the  effect  would  be  lost. 
But  it  can  recommend  the  best,  with  an  insisting  urgency  that 
will  prevail  in  the  end. 

I  am  by  nature  an  optimist.  Things  as  they  are  in  the  world 
look  extremely  disheartening  to  me;  but  I  think  I  can  see  forces 
at  work  which  will  powerfully  change  them  before  many  gene- 
rations have  i)assed.    Among  such  forces,  the  most  potent  in 
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my  exiKJctation  is  that  which  acts  from  th(»  froe  public  library. 
Through  its  agoucy,  in  my  belief,  (liore  will  come  a  day, — it  may 
be  a  distant  day,  but  it  will  comes — when  tlie  larjjo  knowledjre, 
the  wise  thinkiu;^,  the  line  feclinfr.  the  amplitude  of  ;.pirit  that 
are  in  the  greater  literatures,  will  have  passed  uito  so  many 
minds  that  they  \\ill  rule  society  democratically,  by  right  of 
numbers.  I  se«*  no  encouragement  to  hope*  that  the  culture 
which  lifts  men,  from  generation  (o  generation,  little  by  little, 
to  higher  lev(»lH  and  larger  visions  of  things,  will  ever  be  made 
universal.  Under  the  b«*st  circumstances  which  men  can  brings 
about,  Nature  serms  likc^ly  to  deny  (o  a  considerable  class  of 
unfortunates  the  capacity,  either  UKMitally,  or  morally,  or  both, 
foB  refinement  and  (elevation.  Hut  if  that  be  true  at  all,  it  c^ui- 
not  be  true  of  any  formidable  nnmber.  Among  the  progres 
sive  races,  the  majority  of  men  and  woummi  are  unquestionably 
of  the  stuff  and  tenii)er  out  of  which  anything  fine  in  soul  and 
Btrong  in  intellect  can  be  made,  if  not  in  one  generation,  then 
In  two,  or  three,  or  ten,  by  the  continual  play  ui>on  them  of  in- 
fluences from  the  liner  souls  and  greater  minds  of  tlieir  own 
times  and  of  the  jKist.  It  is  not  by  nature  but  by  circumstance 
— ^lier(*dity  its(»lf  being  an  olTspnng  of  ciirumstan<*c» — that  liglit 
is  shut  from  the  greater  part  of  those  who  walk  the  earth  with 
darkem'd  minds.  Man  is  so  far  the  master  of  circumstance 
thathecan  turn  and  diffuse  the  light  almost  as  he  will,  and  his 
will  to  make  the  illumination  of  the  few  common  to  the  many 
is  now  fully  nuuiifested.  All  the  movements  that  I  have  re- 
newed an*  marks  of  its  j^rogn^ssive  working.  It  translates 
into  active  energy  that  desire  for  others  of  the  good  most  pre- 
cious to  one's  self,  which  is  the  finest  and  noblest  feeling  possi- 
ble to  human  nature.  AH  the  forces  of  selfishness  that  race 
men  against  one  another  frcnn  goal  to  goal  of  a  simply  scientific 
civilization,  would  fail  to  bring  about  this  supreme  end,  of  a 
common  culture  for  the  race.  ]S'<»thing  but  the  missionary  in- 
spiration could  give  a  reasonable  promise  of  it.  Let  us  thank 
God  for  the  souls  Ue  has  put  into  men,  having  that  capability 
of  helpfulness  to  one  another. 
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BY  SARAH  S.   DICKINSON. 

How  to  select  most  wisely  the  books — comparatively  few, 
I>erhap8,  in  number — which  a  small  library  can  yearly  add  to 
its  collection,  is  a  problem  which  demands  for  its  solution  not 
only  an  excellent  jrcneral  knowledge  of  literature,  past  and 
current,  but  an  acquaintance  with  the  reading  tastes  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  the  special  needs  of  the  community  in  which  the  library 
is  situated;  and  last,  but  not  least,  good  common  sense. 

The  smaller  the  library,  the  more  necessary  is  it  that  every 
Bingle  volume  wliich  is  to  be  bought  shall  be  just  the  right  one 
in  the  right  place.  The  mere  number  of  accessions,  as  such, 
with  comjwratively  little  regard  to  value,  is  a  very  secondary 
question . 

In  considering  what  to  buy,  attention  must  be  given,  first, 
to  the  particular  needs  of  the  library  itself  and  of  those  using 
it,  and  secondly,  to  the  neighborhood  of  other  libraries  of  a 
general  or  special  character.  If  the  collection  of  books  is  «n 
any  way  to  be  confined  to  certain  classes,  many  others  may  be 
ruled  out  or  bought  very  sparingly,  and  the  librarian's  task  is 
in  one  way  lightened,  as  he  at  least  knows  what  he  iuhh^  not  get. 
Should  manufacturing  or  literary  interests  of  the  community 
make  cei'tain  kinds  of  literature  most  useful  to  the  iwople,  pur- 
chases must  be  generous  along  those  special  lines.  And  regard 
most  be  had  at  all  times  not  to  duplicate  what  is  close  at  hand 
and  accessible  to  the  public 

For  the  very  first  purchase  of  books,  in  organizing  tlie  li- 
brary, it  18  a  good  plan  to  consult  the  catalogs  and  statistics 
of  other  institutions,  and  in  this  way  learn  what  i)er  cent,  of 


^Read  at  Bacine  Conference,  March  Ifi,  1896, 
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the  whole  amount  to  be  invested  Bliould  be  devoted  to  each 

« 

class, — fiction,  history,  travel,  etc.;  comparison  of  several  will 
afford  a  good  general  idea  on  which  to  base  the  first  invest- 
ments and  proportion  the  money. 

The  library  once  started  and  opened  to  the  public,  the  next 
step  in  this  line  of  book-buying  is  the  i)eriodical  purchase  of 
new  and  standard  books,  which  is  to  maintain  the  interest  in 
the  institution. 

For  this  the  librarian,  or  whoever  makes  the  selection,  needs 
a  good  line  of  critical  reviews.  The  first  very  necessary  tool 
is  the  Puhlisher'a  Weekly^  with  which  all  are  undoubtedly  fa- 
miliar, containing  a  full  list  of  the  new  books  as  they  appear 
from  week  to  week,  with  all  the  trade  items,  and  often  descrip- 
tive notes.  Conesponding  to  this  for  English  and  foreign 
books  is  the  Publisher's  Circular,  of  London;  but  a  small  Amer- 
ican library  would  not  have  much  need  of  this,  since  American 
editions  of  the  best  English  books  are  almost  sure  to  appear. 

The  most  useful  periodical  for  the  criticisms  and  the  estimate 
of  the  value  of  all  classes  of  literature  will  undoubtedly  prove 
to  be  the  Critic,  which  gives  a  fair  and  full  account  each  week 
of  a  feirge  number  of  books.  If  only  one  magazine  of  the  sort 
can  be  afforded,  by  all  means  subscribe  for  this.  !Next  in  im- 
portance would  rank  the  Nation  and  the  lAtcrary  Worlds  the 
former  confining  its  reviews  for  the  most  part  to  the  books  of 
a  more  substantial  character, — the  latter  making  a  specially  of 
fiction.  The  Dial,  a  semi-monthly  published  in  Chicago,  ranks 
also  among  the  best;  and  the  Bookman,  a  literary  journal  of  a 
general  character,  devotes  much  space  to  its  department  toe 
new  books,  which  contains  long  notices  written  and  signed  by 
such  men  as  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Wilfiam  Wallace,  Harry 
Thurston  Peck,  and  others,  as  well  as  shorter  unsigned  articles. 

Literary  News,  and  the  Bookbuyer,  while  their  reviews  are 
mostly  of  a  trade  character,  add  excellent  illustrations  which 
help  to  describe  the  book  itself.  There  are  a  number  of  other 
journals  of  the  same  sort,  which  those  who  seek  may  learn 
about;  and  the  diligent  hunter  for  reviews  will  often  find  help- 
ful descriptions  and  criticisms  in  magazines  devoted  particu- 
larly to  other  lines,  such  as  Pullic  Opinion,  the  Outlook,  Remetc 
of  Reincws,  etc. 
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The  popiular  magazines  which  are  common  in  all  libraries, 
such  as  Harper,  CenUmi  and  Scrihner,  quite  frequently  contain 
reviews,  but  one  has  to  be  on  guard  to  detect  those  which  are 
inserted  by  the  publishers  to  advertise  their  own  publicationB. 

In  addition  to  all  this  current  review  literature,  many  books 
are  easily  obtainable  which  will  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
one  who  must  determine  the  purchases  of  the  library.  Lists 
cruch  as  Sonnenschein's  Best  Books, — a  classified  bibliography 
of  50,000  books,  brought  down  to  1895;  Hardy's  500  Books  for 
il^  Young;  Sargent  &  Whishaw's  Ouide  to  Books;  and  the  A. 
L.  A.  Catalog  of  5,000  books  exhibited  at  the  World's  Columbian 
exi>osition,  win  give  a  large  number  from  which  the  librarian 
may  choose. 

The  first  of  these,  Sonnenschein,  though  a  fine  work,  is  an 
expensive  one  for  a  small  library;  the  others,  however,  can  be 
obtained  for  moderate  sums,  and  the  A.  L,  A,  Catalog  is  distrib- 
uted free  by  the  Bureau  of  Education. 

It  is  an  excellent  plan  also  to  consult  specialists^  and  other 
citizens  of  the  town  who  are  particularly  interested  in  books, 
to  obtain  their  suggestions — securing  thus  valuable  informa- 
tion from  tiiem,  and,  what  is  not  less  to  be  desired,  enlisting 
their  active  interest  in  the  library.  Many  libraries  x>erhai>s 
make  a  practice  of  keeping  a  request  book  or  request  blanks, 
by  means  of  which  their  general  readers  may  express  their  de- 
sires for  special  books,  but  not  enough.  I  think  emphasize  this 
feature  and  allow  it  to  be  understood  that  such  requests  are 
really  valued.  The  average  reader  ia  rather  inclined  to  depre- 
ciate his  own  powers  of  assisting  the  librarian,  and  considers 
it  a  great  favor  if  a  book  is  purchased  for  which  he  has  made 
a  special  request. 

Care  should  be  taken  to  build  up  a  library  evenly  in  differ- 
ent  classes,  and  this  can  best  be  done  if  the  selection  practically 
rwts  with  one  person,  or  with,  a  committee  whose  constituency 
does  not  change.  Several  plans  might  be  suggested  by  which 
the  growth  of  the  various  departments  could  be  watched.  One 
library  copies  with  a  type-writer,  on  separate  sheets  of  paper, 
names  of  desirable  books  that  may  some  day  be  purchased, 
keeping  those  of  a  class  together,  and  checking  off  the  different 
ones  when  ordered;  in  this  way  seeing  easily  how  many  are 
4 
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selected  from  each  department.  One  of  the  class  exercises 
in  the  library  training  class  at  the  Armour  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology is  the  clipping  weekfy  from  each  issue  of  the  Publisher's 
Weekly  th'e  names  of  such  books  as  seem  desirable  for  a  li- 
brary. These  clippings  are  then  mounted  on  slips  of  pai)er, 
dated;  and,  as  reviews  of  the  books  are  found  in  the  yarioua 
critical  periodicals,  a  brief  memorandum  of  the  same  is  entered 
beneath,  with  the  name  and  date  of  the  journal.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  the  student  has  a  long  list  of  desirable  books,  with 
which  she  has  become  quite  familiar  by  collecting  the  review 
notices.  If  there  are  enough  assistants  in  the  library  whose 
services  &re  not  too  valuable  to  be  given  to  the  mechanical 
work  of  clipping  and  pasting,  such  a  slip  record,  classified  and 
arranged  by  subject,  might  form  a  good  list  for  the  librarian  to 
choose  from. 

Whether  the  library  can  indullge  in  a  few  or  many  books,  one 
of  the  most  imx>ortant  considerations  in  buying  is  a  freqaeut 
jmrchase.  Even  quite  limited  additions,  coming  at  close  inter- 
vals, will  serve  to  maintain  a  much  greater  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  public  than  large  numbers  of  books  purchased  at  long 
intervals,  and  the  public  will  feel  that  the  library  is  being  kept 
up  to  the  times. 

Buying  wisely,  then,  and  buying  often,  attention  may  next 
be  given  to  the  technical  details  of  ordering. 
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BY  IRENE  WARREN. 

**The  best  roadinj^,  for  the  largest  nuinlKM*,  at  the  least  cost" 
stiould  be  the  motto  for  the  iKTson  selecting  and  buying  books. 
At  the  start  one  must  lay  aside  all  i)ersonal  ambition  and  feel- 
ing— throw  himself  into  the  sj>irit  of  the  community,  and  as 
largely  as  it  is  pi'actical  consider  the  individuars  needs  and 
wants. 

The  librarian  and  book  committee  should  be  in  perfect  har- 
mony. They  should  advise  find  consult  with  each  other,  but 
the  final  selection  should  be  left  to  the  librarian,  because  he 
Is  the  only  one  constantly  studying  the  needs  of  the  cause  and 
continually  throT\Ti  with  the  people. 

About  tbe  first  question  to  meet  his  consideration  is,  ^fECow 
much  money  is  there  to  spend?"  If  it  is  an  old  library,  he  must 
then  look  carefully  over  the  collection  and  decide  in  what  pro- 
portion it  is  necessary  to  add  to  the  various  classes  to  keep  the 
collection  well  i'ounde<l  up.  The  A.  L.  A  CaUilog  of  the  model 
B,000  voltime  library  at  the  World's  Fair  is  an  excellent  check- 
list for  any  library.  The  edition  has  run  very  low — so  there 
may  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  a  copy.  However,  it  is  well 
worth  the  trouble  of  wnting  for.  Address  TJ.  S.  Bureau  of  Ed- 
ucation, Washington,  D.  C.  If  the  demand  contiuuos  great  for 
It,  they  may  decide  to  issue  another  edition. 

Before  the  final  list  is  made,  one  ought  to  carefully  think 
over  the  aim  and  scope  of  the  library.  Let  the  selection  of 
books  be  such  that  no  one  shall  ever  be  turned  fi-om  the  library 
door  without  having  found  at  least  something  on  the  subject 
then  interesting  to  him,  or  the  promise  that  an  attempt  will  be 
made  to  get  something. 

*  R^iHl  at  Racine  Conference,  March  12,  1896. 
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It  is  hard  to  decide  how  miicli  one  should  duplicate  books  in 
great  demand.  Of  course  we  can  never  hoi)e  to  fully  supply 
the  first  clamoring  cry  for  a  very  popular  book.  All  that 
seems  practical  is  to  attempt  to  estimate  its  lasting  qualities, 
and  then  buy  as  many  copies  as  may  be  afforded.  It  is  better 
to  have  ten  copies  of  such  a  book  as  MarceJla  than  ten  books, 
one  copy  each,  of  such  books  as  Baxter's  Saints^  Rest,  The 
World  BeijoHil,  which  may  never  be  called  for.  The  librarian 
is  expending  the  public's  money  for  the  public  use,  and  he  has 
no  right  to  buy  what  lie  knows  they  will  not  read. 

The  librarian  should  do  all  he  can  to  raise  the  standard  of 
reading  in  his  (ommunity.  Uige  the  people  to  suggest  books; 
then,  when  those  suggested  are  rec-eived,  send  notice  to  the  per- 
son who  asked  for  them.  It  is  but  little  trouble  to  the  librarian, 
and  in  return  he  has  gained  the  interest  and  sympathy  of  at 
least  one. 

It  seems  better  to  first  attempt  to  get  the  necessary  standard 
books  and  then  branch  out.  A  well  and  judiciously  selected 
circulating  library,  with  such  reference  books  as  are  necessary, 
has  been  (^stimatcnl  to  cost  on  an  average  ifl.25  per  volume, 
i.  e.,  for  10,000  volumes  f  12,500. 

Having  advised  with  the  book  committee  and  decided  how 
much  money  may  be  spent,  how  this  shall  be  proportioned 
among  the  various  classes  in  order  to  bring  about  the  best  re- 
sults, to  what  extent  duplicating  may  be  indulged  in,  and  hav- 
ing done  his  best  to  get  the  public  to  suggest  books  and  to  make 
out  a  list  to  please*  them,  the  question  arises,  where  shall  this 
order  be  i)laced? 

If  it  is  possible,  patronize  a  local  dealer;  in  this  way  yon  gain 
another's  co-operation.  Be  careful'  not  to  be  misled  by  adver 
tisem<»nts  of  cheap  l>f)oks  by  irresponsible  firms. 

One  will  always,  find  it  ecimomy  to  do  business  <vith  a  good 
straightforward  house.      There  are  a  number  of  advantages 
in  always  dealing  with  one  bookseller.    He  soon  learns  how, 
when,  and  wjiat  his  customers  buy,  takes  an  interest  in  them 
and  does  his  best  for  thorn. 

It  may  also  make  some  difference  in  the  discount — the  usual 
one  is  one-third  off,  but  if  the  quantity  is  small  it  is  not  more 
than  one-fourth  or  one-fifth.    If  it  is  in  a  small  town  and  far 
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from  a  book  center  it  .must  be  expected  that  the  books  will  cost 
more.  Guard  against  subscription  books;  they  are  always  high 
IMriced,  and  generally  sometliing  c«an  be  found  on  the  market  to 
take  their  place — if  not,  in  a  short  time,  the  books  themselves. 
There  are  of  course  some  exceptions  to  this  rule,  such  as  for 
example  the  Century  Dictionary, 

Bargains  may  often  be  picked  up  in  the  auction  room,  or  at 
the  second  hand  store.  It  is  poor  policy  to  attempt  to  buy  in 
either  of  these  places  unless  well  informed  on  prices.  The  sec- 
ond-hand dealer  usually  knows  the  prices,  and  places  his  but 
little  below.  Never  go  into  a  second-hand  store  and  ask  for 
a  certain  book  (its  value  always  increases),  but  look  around 
and  see  what  can  be  picked  up.  One  has  to  be  very  careful  in 
bargain-hunting  that  he  is  not  saving  f  5  on  a  book  at  the  ex- 
pense of  |10  worth  of  time  and  energy. 

The  successful  librarian  must  early  learn  to  keep  some  money 
in  reserve  for  emergencies.  There  may  be  a  book  sale,  or  a 
sudden  demand  for  books  on  a  certain  subject.  The  librarian 
should  always  be  on  his  guard  and  have  some  money  on  hand 
that  he  may  at  once,  partially,  to  say  the  least,  meet  these  prob- 
lems. 

I  fear  I  cannot  resist  an  anecdote  right  in  this  connection. 
In  Chicago,  the  funds  to  be  exi)ended  for  publie  school  li- 
braries are  very  limited.  Several  of  the  most  enterprising 
principals  used  to  get  up  entertainments  for  the  benefit  of  their 
book  fund.  But  some  of  the  citizens  complained  to  the  board 
of  education  that  they  were  continually  besieged  to  buy  tickets, 
imtil  this  august  body  deemed  it  neoessiiry  to  cut  off 
almost  the  only  means  of  support  of  the  school  libraries.  En- 
tertainments are  now  forbidden.  One  enthusiastic  principal, 
some  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  raised  about  $500  at  one  evening's 
entertainment.  The  money  was  very  carefully  expended  for 
books  with  the  exception  of  |13.G5.  The  principal  lately 
ihowed  me  an  itemized  list  of  every  expenditure  from  the 
original  amount,  and  up  to  the  present  time  the  Jfl3.G5  re- 
i&ained  intact.  Of  course  my  wonderment  grew  to  a  curious 
^ttestion,  and  he  told  me  he  had  always  feared  a  time  he  might 
^nt certain  books  very  much;  should  he  sx>(*nd  all  his  money. 
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he  would  be  helpless  when  such  a  time  came.  I  asked  him  if 
it  iiad  never  come  in  all  these  years,  to  which  he  confessed 
there  had  been  times  when  he  had  desired  and  needed  books 
rery,  very  much,  but  he  had  still  feared  the  time  when  he  might 
need  them  even  more.  At  first  I  was  exceedingly  amused;  but, 
the  longer  I  think  of  it,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  his  wisdom. 

Aside  fi-om  the  books  which  are  bought,  I  wish  to  mention 
the  goverament  reports.  They  contain  so  much  valuable  ma- 
terial, and  very  many  of  them  may  be  had  for  the  asking.  Yon 
are  apt  to  get  them  with  less  delay  if  you  address  Mr.  F.  A. 
Grandall,  Department  of  Public  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Prom  5  to  20  i)er  cent,  can  be  saved  on  i>eriodicals  by  buying 
through  a  large  <agency,  such  as  the  Subscription  News  Co.,  of 
Chicago,  or  through  a  local  book-seller. 

The  order  for  all  periodicals  should  commence  with  the  first 
number  of  the  volume.  If  it  is  so  managed  that  the  subscrip- 
tion to  all  expires  at  the  same  tiU'O,  one  order  of  renewal  and 
one  bill  will  be  all  that  is  necess.iry.  If  one  orders  through 
al  large  agency  and  any  numbers  are  missing,  send  notice  direct 
to  the  publisher.  But  the  local  dealers  generally  have  a  sup- 
ply on  hand,  and  mill  make  up  the  lacking  number  from  their 
pile  and  do  the  corresponding  with  the  publisher.  The  Boston 
Book  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  is  the  best  place  to  get  the  back  vol- 
umes of  periodicals.  Sometimes  one  will  obtain  them  by  ad- 
vertising a  list  of  th(?  desired  magazines  in  the  local  newspa- 
per. The  peoi)le  may  have  them  stored  away  in  their  attics 
and  be  glad  to  give  them  to  the  library. 

Evei'v  library  should  have  the  Trade  List  AnnnaL  which 
gives  the  publishers  and  their  various  publications  with  tlie 
author,  title,  price  and  oft<m  some  additional  ?naterial.  The 
order  slips  furnished  by  the  Library  Bureau  at  $2  per  1,000  are 
very  convenient.  Look  up  the  necessary  data  and  put  on  slips, 
then  copy  into  your  order-letter  book. 

As  to  the  order — it  should  be  on  good,  plain,  business  sta- 
tionery, the  list  of  books  arranged  in  tabulated  form,  author, 
title  and  publisher,  the  whole  neat  and  accurate.  If  a  special 
edition  is  desired,  it  should  be  specified,  otherwise  they  will 
send  the  last  one. 
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If  there  are  any  remarks,  criticiains,  or  anything  aside  from 
the  simple  order,  it  is  better  to  keep  it  for  another  time.  A 
copy  of  every  order  should  be  made  and  kept. 

It  does  not  pay  to  buy  books  in  very  cheap  editions;  the 
bindings  drop  to  pieces,  the  tyjx?  is  worn  and  hard  to  read,  and 
besides  there  is  an  education  for  the  i)eople  in  just  handling 
good,  well-made  books. 

When  tht*  books  art*  received,  compai*e  the  bill  with  the 
books,  to  sffc  that  all  cliarged  have  becm  sent.  Then,  working 
from  the  bill,  each  item  should  be  compared  with  order  slips. 
One  soon  finds  the  great  atlvanta^e  of  theo  order  slips  because 
they  may  be  arranged  in  any  order — each  slip  (containing  the 
entry  of  but  one  book.  Add  the  date  of  the*  receipt  find  date 
paid  to  order  slips.  Tlic\v  may  then  be  arranged  alphabetically 
by  authors  in  a  riH^-eipt  tray,  and  serve  as  an  author  index  to 
the  library.  If  the  books  are  not  cataloged  up  to  date,  this  wilt 
be  very  valuable. 

I  believe  it  is  customary  for  the  board  of  trustees  to  attend 
to  the  financial  matters,  but,  if  any  bill  and  money  are  left  to 
the  librarian,  he  should  be  very  careful  that  they  are  both  ao- 
curatelv  attended  to. 
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classification; 


BY  MARY  J.   CALKINS. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  toward  the  useful  arrange, 
ment  of  a  library  is  a  good  classification,  and  a  little  profper 
attention  given  to  it  in  the  beginning  will  save  much  difficulty 
and  perplexity  in  the  future.  Classification  may  be  applied  in 
three  different  ways. 

1.  In  relation  to  the  books  themselves,  their  subject  and 
oontents.  j 

2.  To  the  arrangement  on  the  shelves. 

3.  The  grouping  of  subjects  in  the  catalog. 

"Order  is  Heaven's  first  law,"  and  it  should  also  be  the 
watchword  of  the  librarian.  One  instinct  of  an  orderly  mind 
will  be  to  group  all  things  which  are  alike  together,  and  so  we 
do  with  the  books;  sorting,  sifting  out,  and  arranging  them, 
80  that  those  which  are  alike  in  character,  or  treat  of  like  sub- 
jects, will  come  together  in  one  class  or  division,  and  each 
book  of  a  kind  receive  the  same  sign  or  symljol.  'WTien  this 
system  is  carried  out  into  a  corresponding  arrangement  on  the 
shelves,  it  secures  to  each  volume  a  permanent  abiding  place  in 
the  library,  and  gives  it  a  "local  habitation  and  a  name." 

Some  of  the  advantages  of  a  good  classification,  together 
with  access  to  the  shelves,  may  be  briefly  stated. 

In  the  first  place,  w-hen  all  the  material  on  a  given  subject 
is  massed  together  in  one  place,  it  shows  tlie  reader  what  tb# 
library  contains  on  that  subject  almost  at  a  glance. 

Next,  it  enables  him  to  make  a  betteii'  choice  fix>in  several 
books,  all  treating  of  the  same  theme,  but  presenting  it  in  dif- 
ferent lights  and  phases. 

Again,  it  is  an  aid  to  the  librarian. 

*Ke;icl  at  R«cinc  Conference  March  12.  1806. 


CLASSIFICATION.  45 

If  the  books  are  closely  classified  and  arranged  in  the  same 
order  on  the  shelves,  it  is  easy  to  tell  where  to  "put  one's  hand 
on**  a  book  without  going  first  to  the  catalog. 

There  have  been  numerous  schemes  of  classification  and  no- 
tation devised  by  librarians  and  book  collectors  from  the  times 
of  the  ancients  to  our  own  day.  In  the  old  libraries,  a  broad, 
general  division  of  knowledge  was  used,  and  as  the  books  were 
not  commonly  accessible  to  the  public,  this  answered  the  pur- 
pose very  well.  The  tendency  in  our  time  is  toward  a  closer 
classification,  and  even  in  a  small  library,  it  would  better  be  too 
minute  than  too  general. 

Of  the  many  systems  which  have  been  devised,  it  is  best  to 
select  one  which  will  be  suited  to  the  library  in  hand;  consider* 
ing  its  size,  character,  scope,  etc.  If  the  library  is  liable  to 
grow  to  any  extent,  do  not  choose  one  which  has  a  "fixed  loca- 
lion."  It  will  soon  be  found  inadequate.  Mr.  Dewey's  Deci- 
mal Classification  and  Mr.  Cutter's  Expansive  Classification, 
seem  to  meet  most  requirements,  and  are  coming  into  general 
use  throughout  the  country.  Mr.  Dewey's  system  is  based 
upon  "tens,''  and  he  uses  numerals  tliroughout,  except  for  the 
classes  of  fiction  and  biography,  which  may  be  separated  en- 
tirely from  the  others.  In  the  abridged  form  of  this  system, 
which  has  been  lately  published,  the  notation  is  limited  to 
three  figures,  except  in  a  few  cla88(*8,  and  the  general  classes, 
are  not  so  minutely  subdivided.  This  makes  it  more  adapta- 
ble for  ftmuU  libraries.  The  book  containing  this  is  also  much 
less  expensive  than  the  larger  original  edition. 
As  its  name  implies,  Mr.  Cutter's  system  is  valuable  for  its 

elasticity.    He  luis  arranged  a  set  of  seven  different  tables  for 

use  in  libraries  of  different  sizes,  beginning  with  a  very  simple 

one  for  the  smallest  collection.      This  has  eight  divisions,  or 

classes,  indicated  by  eight  large  capital  letters. 
The  second  and  third  schemes  are  more  elaborate,  and  so  on 

up  to  the  seventh,  which  is  not  yet  completed. 
The  third  table  combined  with  one  class  from  the  fifth  makea 

^  excellent  classification  for  a  library  containing  about  2,000 

▼olumes. 
This  system  of  notation  indicates  twenty-five  generil  classes, 

^  all  the  letters   of  the  alphabet,  with  one  exception — ^lav^e 
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capitals  are  used  for  the  main  division.  Two  of  these  are  sub- 
divided by  adding  another  letter,  a  smaller  capital,  and  two 
others  indiciite  the  subdivisions  by  numerals.  The  general 
class  of  Literature  is  marked  V.  Fiction,  which  is  a  subdivi- 
sion of  that  class,  is  VF.  As  there  are  usually  a  large  propor- 
tion of  books  in  this  division  the  class  mark  is  sometimes 
dropped  entirely  and  only  the  book  number  used. 

The  book  number  is  a  letter,  number,  or  character  used  to  dis- 
tinguish individual  books  from  all  others  of  the  same  class  or 
group. 

Mr.  Cutter's  Alphabetic  Order  Table  is  a  great  help  in  the 
assignment  of  book  numbers,  as  it  is  the  best  arrangement  of 
letters  and  figures  now  in  use.  WTien  the  books  are  to  be  ar- 
ranged alphabetiCcUly  under  each  cliass,  this  is  a  valuable  tool 
for  the  librarian. 

Mr.  Cutter's  system  of  classification  is  preferable  to  Mr. 
Dewey's  for  a  snjall  library,  because,  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
the  class  number  is  not  so  long.  It  takes  less  time  to  write  one 
letter,  B,  for  instance,  to  indicate  Philosophy  than  it  would  to 
write  the  figures  200  which  stand  for  the  same  class  in  the 
Dewey  Decimal  system. 

When  one  person  has  all  the  library  w^ork  to  do,  even  a  few 
seconds  saved  in  tltat  way  proves  a  gain  in  time  and  strength. 

In  the  Cutter  system,  books  on  constitutional  history  and 
numismatics  go  under  the  general  diWsion  History,  but  in  the 
Dewey  they  wouW  be  scattered  and  classed  in  other  groups. 

Even  in  the  abridged  form,  tlie  Dewey  scheme  has  more  sub- 
divisions and  sub-classes  than  would  be  used  in  a  libraiy  which 
contained  only  a  few  l)ooks,  but  it  would  be  well  adapted  to 
one  of  3,000  volumes  or  upward. 

Mr.  Kephart,  of  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library,  thinks  that 
there  is  no  reason  why  all  libraries  of  a  given  class  should  not 
use  the  same  classification.  *^If  a  system  could  be  devised  by 
specialists  and  adopted  throughout  the  country,  it  would  sim- 
plify matters  greatly  and  facilitate  the  work  of  the  librarian." 

In  ctessifying,  our  first  effort  is  to  find  the  main  subject  of 
the  book,  and  in  doing  this,  we  cannot  rely  entirely  upon  the 
title  i>age  for  help.  Titles  often  attract  the  eye  and  ear,  but 
do  not  give  us  a  definite  conception  of  what  the  book  is  really 
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about.  We  must  further  <»xamiiie  the  table  of  contents,  read 
the  preface,  and  often  pay  special  attention  to  the  opening  and 
closing  paragraphs,  before  w<»  can  deeide  where  tlie  book  cer- 
tainly "belongs. 

Wlien  a  vohiiue  treats  of  several  subjects  enuallv  important, 
it  is  often  a  difficult  matter  to  classify  it  satisfactorily;  but 
this  may  be  settled  by  putting  it  with  the  subjcKit  which  will 
be  most  called  for,  in  the  locality  where  the  library  is  situated, 
or  by  having  two  copies  of  the  same  work,  and  putting  one  in 
each  class. 

Books  of  travel  are  often  ])uzzling.  We  have  here  a  copy 
entitled  Over  the  Ocean,  by  Curtis  Guild.  Tliis  gives  an  ac- 
count of  travels  in  Europe,  l>iit  one  must  read  carefully  the 
table  of  contents  before  we  know  what  ocean  is  meant,  or  what 
is  the  destination  of  the  traveler.  Its  class  number  according 
to  the  Cutter  notation  would  be  G  80,  G  for  Geograjihy  and 
Travels,  and  30  for  Europe  in  geneml;  and,  with  the  l>ook  num- 
ber, O  30.  G.  9.  In  the  Dewey,  the  number  would  l)e  913.  G  9; 
in  this  case,  no  sliorter. 

William  Winte^r's  OUl  i<hrineJi  and  Ivy  does  not  give  a 
clear  idea  of  the  subject,  from  the  title.  It  contains  descnp- 
tions  of  scenes  and  places  of  interest  in  England,  and  therefore 
goes  in  the  siime  general  class  as  our  other  book,  but  to  the 
class  letter  G,  we  add  45,  the  figures  indicating  England.  The 
full  Cutter  number  is  (t  45.  W  7. 

Bradford  Torrey's  Footpath  Waif  might  go  in  several 
places.  It  is  the  description  of  a  trip  through  Xew  England, 
taken  by  several  i>eople  interestcnl  in  natural  scenery,  and  also 
in  natural  history.  We  tind  upon  looking  into  it  more  closely 
thjit  the  Intercast  c»»n(<*rs  in  the  birds:  it  would  therefore  be 
more  valuable  in  class  O,  /oology,  and  near  it  on  the  same 
shelf  would  be  Burroughs,  Bolles,  and  Olive  Thorne  Miller. 

This  little  volume  has  a  misleading  title:  How  to  Draw  a 
Htraiijhl  Line:  a  lecture  on  llnkaf/es,  by  A.  B.  Ke^mpc.  Our  first 
thought  is  that  it  would  go  in  .Vrts,  but  it  does  not  treat 
of  drawing  in  general,  it  is  specifically  geometrical  or  mathe- 
^^atical  drawing,  so  it  might  go  in  class  L,  Science.  But  would 
't  be  of  more  ser\'ice  there  than  with  tlie  books  on  machinery 
^engineering?    Looking  up  the  meaning  of  the  word  ^^ink- 
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ages,"  if  one  does  not  already  know  it,  we  find  that  it  relates 
to  valves  and  gears,  parts  of  machinery.  So  it  would  probably 
be  of  more  nse  in  the  library  to  the  mechanic  or  student  of 
engineering.  The  letter  S  stands  for  the  class  Engineering, 
so  we  have  for  the  call  numlx^r,  S.  K  3.    In  the  Dewev,  621.  K  3. 

Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  and  Sterne's  Sentimen' 
tal  Journey,  are  rocks  which  have  disturbed  the  smooth  sailing 
of  many  a  classifier.  One  library  in  Chicago  has  four  copies 
of  the  Sentimental  Journey,  and  these  are  kept  in  as  many  dif- 
ferent phaces.  A\Tiether  this  is  due  to  the  system  of  <^flxed  lo- 
cation,'' or  a  many-sided  classification,  one  could  not  deter- 
mine. If  a  book  is  very  knotty,  lay  it  aside  until  you  have  time 
to  examine  other  catalogs  or  libraries  and  see  where  others 
have  put  it.  If  necessary,  I'ead  the  book  all  through,  before 
finally  deciding,  but  in  the  end  have  it  well  understood,  and 
stand  to  your  convictions. 

After  one  has  decided  where  the  book  belongs,  pencil  or 
write  the.  class  number  and  book  number  in  the  upper  left-hand 
comer  of  the  first  fly  leaf.  This  is  a  precaution  in  case  the  label 
should  come  ofl:,  a  not  uncommon  occurrence.  Labels  may  be 
either  printed  or  written  by  hand,  but  they  should  always  be 
legible,  and  well  pasted  on.  Tlie  gilded  label  is  the  best- in  ap- 
pearance, but  the  expense  is  a  consideration  in  a  small  library. 
The  book  is  now  ready  for  the  shelf  list. 

This  is  a  record  kept  in  the  library,  of  the  exact  arrangement 
of  the  books  on  the  shelves.  It  givers  the  call  nuimber,  the  ac- 
cession number,  author,  and  title,  and  the  number  of  volumes  or 
copies  of  each  book.  This  record  will  be  found  useful  in  many 
ways.  In  the  first  place,  in  a  small  libniry  it  could  be  copied  and 
printed  for  a  catalog.  It  also  serves  as  a  convenient  list  from 
which  the  books  can  be  checked  off,  in  taking  the  yearly  in- 
ventory.  Lastly,  it  is  the  best  record  of  the  classification.  The 
shelf-list  may  be  kept  in  a  book  on  the  A.  L.  A.  sheets,  the  Nev 
York  shelf  sheets,  or  on  cards. 

A  shelf-list  kept  on  the  32  r  cards  is  easily  handled.  The 
advantage  of  using  the  latter  form  is  in  the  fact  that  the  new 
books  may  be  added  in  their  exact  places,  and  the  record  of 
the  shelf  arrangement  is  as  nearly  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  it.  The  books  having  been  entered  on  the  shelf-list  are 
now  ready  for  the  cataloger. 
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BY  MARGARET  MANN. 

In  dealing  with  tlie  book  thus  far,  we  have  not  had  to  take 
into  consideration,  to  any  great  extent,  the  demands  of  the 
public.  The  records  which  have  been  already  made  are  of  lit- 
tle or  no  interest  to  the  person  who  uses  the  library.  They 
are  made  for  his  good,  but  only  indirectly  do  they  affect  him. 
It  remains  for  the  cataloger  to  present  the  book  to  the  in- 
quirer and  furjaish  him  with  such  bibliographical  information 
as  he  shall  seek.  This  must  be  done  concisefy,  accurately,  and 
in  such  form  as  to  allow  of  easy  access  and  unlimited  interpola- 
tions. 

Experience  has  phown  us  that  the  card  catalog  is  the  only 
style  which  satisfactorily  answers  the  question  as  to  the  addi- 
tion of  new  books,  but  as  to  accessibility  two  questions  enter 
in — the  use  of  the  catalog  at  tlie  library,  and  the  use  of  the 
catalog  at  home.      Many  persons  are  unwilling  to  spend  time 
at  the  library  making  up  their  lists  of  books,  but  will  use  the 
library  more  if  their  list  can  be  made  up  at  home  when  they 
liave  time  and  opiwrtunity  to  make  the  selection. 

The  card  catalog  does  not  allow  of  this  question.  Some  list 
must  be  provided  for  such  persons,  so  we  furnish  a  simple  find- 
iiig-list.  Thus,  in  order  to  answer  the  two  important  questions 
^  to  the  form  of  our  catalog  we  find  that  our  books  must  be 
presented  in  two  different  styles:  on  cards  in  order  that  the 
^talog  may  be  kept  up  to  date,  and  in  a  printed,  portable  form. 
We  wiU  first  take  up  the  cai^d  catalog.  The  cards  should  be 
^^  good  medium-weight  paper  and  uniform  in  size  and  thick- 
^^sfi.  The  writing  must  be  plain  and  distinct.  The  ques- 
^*oii  now    presented  to  us  is:      What  kind    of  a  catalog 

*  Head  at  Racine  Conference,  March  12,  189G. 
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sliall  be  made?  The  boy  who  is  interested  in  starting 
an  Agassiz  association  comes  into  the  library  and  wishes  to 
see  all  the  books  you  have  by  Agassiz.  lie  will  naturally  turn 
over  the  cards  until  he  finds  the  entry  '^Agassiz*'  and  there  he 
should  find  all  the  works  of  the  author  together.  To  this  boy 
we  must  present  our  book  under  its  author. 

A  second  jierson  comes  in  and  wants  a  lKK>k  Ciilled  Ten<ints 
of  an  Old  Farm,  has  no  idea  what  it  is  about  or  by  whom  writ- 
ten.    The  book  must  be  presented  to  him  by  its  title. 

The  next  person  who  comes  in  is  studying  the  subject  of  in- 
sects. He  docs  not  know  whether  any  books  have  been  writ, 
ten  on  the  subject  or  not.  The  catalog  must  answer  the  ques- 
tion for  him  by  means  of  a  subject  entry. 

Thus  to  sum  up,  the  three  following  questions  will  come  to 
the  library: 

1.  Have  vou  a  book  bv  a  certain  author? 

2.  Have  you  a  book  of  a  certain  title? 

3.  Have  you  a  book  on  a  certain  subject? 

Our  author,  title  and  subject  entries  arranged  in  alphabt^t- 
ical  order  will  form  our  catalog,  and  fi-om  its  n:\semblfeince  to  a 
dictionary  in  arrangement  it  is  styled  a  dictionary  catalog. 

The  kind  of  catalog  liaving  been  settled  for  us  by  the  de- 
mands of  the  public,  we  are  now  ready  to  select  our  code  of 
rules,  reference  book  and  tools. 

The  most  comprehensive  code  and  one  which  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  catuloger  is  Cutter's  Rules  for  a  Dictionary 
Catalog  (3rd  ed.,  1891).  Thiis  may  be  <>btaincHi'  free  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington. 

Some  shorter  code  would  be  best  followed  by  a  small  library, 
and  perhaps  the  best  is  tlie  rules  of  the  A.  L.  A.  which  are  to 
be  found  in  the  appendix  to  Cutter's  rules.  If  any  changes 
have  to  be  made  in  the  rules  in  order  to  make  them  adaptable 
to  the  si>ecial  library,  it  is  best  to  indicate  such  change  in  some^ 
way  so  that  you  may  have  a  complete  code  of  rules  for  youir 
own  library.  As  these  rules  are  only  for  author  and  title  en- 
tries, have  the  Cutter  always  on  liand  for  the  subject  entries. 
He  gives  full  explanations  and  many  examples. 

The  reference  to  books  may  be  made  to  anawc^  two  piu-- 
poses — furnish  information  for  the  cataloger  and  at  the  same 
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time  serve  as  valuable  reference  books  for  the  readin*?  room. 
For  these  piii-poses  I  would  suggest  the  followiug:  Lippinoott's 
Biographical  Dictionanj,  as  bcinj?  the  best  one-volume  general 
biographical  dictionary;  the  Ceniury  Cf/rlopwdia  of  Names  will 
give  help  to  the  cataloger  and  also  furnish  much  other  matter. 
Tlie  .1.  L.  .4.  Catalog  of  books  will  be  very  valuable  and  can 
be  followed  in  all  cases  where  the  same  book  is  to  be  cataloged. 
To  aid  in  the  use  of  subject  headings,  no  book  will  be  foimd  so 
useful  as  the  List  of  Subject  Headings  recently  issued  by  the 
A.  L.  A.     It  is  based  upon  some  of  the  most  important  library 
catalogs,  and  not  only  suggests  headings  but  tells  what  cross 
references  should  accompany  Ihe^se  headings.    It  can  be  ob- 
tained of  the  Library  Bureau  for  |2.00.    By  using  this  list  and 
checking  the  words  chosen  as  subject  headings,  you  may  always 
be  able  to  tell  at  a  glance  without  consulting  the  catalog  just 
what  reference  cards  have  been  nmde. 

Before  assigning  the  subject  heading  of  a  book  it  is  neces- 
sary to  study  the  book  well:  its  contents,  preface  and  introduc- 
tion. Choose  betw^een  synonymous  headings,  giving  the  pref- 
erence to  the  most  common  form,  as,  enter  such  a  book  as 
TmanU  of  an  Old  Farm,  which  we  are  surprised  to  find  treats 
entu^ly  of  insects,  under  the  word  Insects  and  not  its  synonym 
Entoinol(^\  Have  a  card  with  the  heading  Entomology  but 
enter  no  books  under  this  word;  after  you  have  chosen  the  word 
hisei-ls  merely  make  a  reference  "Entomology:  see  insects." 
dismay  be  the  only  book  in  the  library  which  treats  of  insects 
^8  a  whole;  but  we  may  have  a  book  devoted  entirely  to  bees, 
*nd  another  to  butterflies.  The  bee  and  the  butterfly  are  in- 
^•t8,  and  will  sux)plement  this  book,  giving  to  the  i)erson  who 
'*  studying  this  subject  more  specific  material.    We  tell  the 

• 

inquirer  of  these  fuiiher  discussions  by  making  a  "see  also" 
^^,  which  is  merely  a  reference  from  one  subject  heading  to 
^fter  headings  which  are  so  closely  allied  as  to  give  added  in- 

'<>Pmation. 

-^fter  the  cards  have  been  written,  we  add  the  call  number 
^^  the  author  subject  and  title  card,  but  not  to  the  reference 
^rds.  A  reference  should  be  made  to  the  accession  book,  in 
^seany  infonnation  as  to  publisher,  price,  etc.,  is  needed;  so 
P^^  the  accession  number  on  the  back  of  the  author  card. 
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The  cards  are  now  ready  to  be  arranged  in  their  final  resting 
place  and  after  consulting  Cutter's  rules  for  arrangement,  in 
his  Dictionary  Catalog  Rules  we  have  our  catalog  ready  for  the 
person  who  comes  to  the  library  with  any  of  the  three  quefl- 
tlons  above  mentioned. 

FINDING-LIST. 

The  finding  list  which  seems  indispensable  to  the  reader 
must  be  made  in  an  economical  but  comprehensive  way.  It 
need  not  be  more  than  an  index  to  the  library;  the  card  catalog 
furnishing  sufficient  material  for  the  student  or  person  who 
desires  more  than  brief  author  and  title. 

We  first  consider  what  shall  be  printed,  and  from  what 
source  we  may  get  this  material. 

The  shelf  list  contains  author-title,  volumes,  if  more  than  one, 
and  call  number;  and  this  is  about  all  the  material  a  small  li- 
brary can  afford  to  piint,  and  in  fact  it  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
As  the  books  in  this  list  are  entered  on  cards,  they  may  be 
easily  rearranged  in  the  exact  order  in  which  you  wish  them 
printed. 

It  is  best  to  txike  out  a. I  works  of  fiction  from  the  main  list, 
and  arrange  them  in  one  alphabetical  list  under  author.  Bi- 
ography also  is  helpful  if  separated,  and  should  be  divided  into 
Colleetive,  arranged  under  author,  and  Individual,  arranged 
under  the  snlbject 

The  other  books  are  more  easy  to  find  if  divided  into  gen- 
eral classes,  and  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  author  under 

these  classes. 

The  biography  and  fiction  list,  as  well  as  a  list  of  the  periodi- 
cals, may  precede  or  follow  the  general  list 

After  the  cards  have  been  arianged  as  desired  for  printing, 
they  must  be  copied  on  sheets  of  pai)er,  as  it  is  not  safe  or  al- 
ways agreeable  to  send  the  slips  to  the  printer. 

In  case  of  two  works  by  sane  author  immediately  following 
each  other,  it  is  not  necessary  to  give  autlior's  name  with  each, 
but  it  is  sufficient  to  indent  the  second  title. 

Send  these  sheets  to  the  printer  with  the  understanding  that 
the  proof  is  to  be  corrected  by  the  librarian  at  the  library. 
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Besides  the  books,  the  finding-list  should  give  a  few  sugges- 
tionB  and  hints  as  to  how  to  use  the  library  catalog,  etc. 

The  rules  of  the  library,  if  briefly  stated,  may  save  many 
questions  on  the  part  of  the  reader.  A  brief  explanation  of 
the  catalog  may  follow  these  rules,  as  well  as  an  outline  of 
the  classification.  This  is  very  necessary,  if  there  is  no  subject 
index;  but,  if  possible,  complete  the  finding-list  with  author 
and  subject  indexes. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  page,  double  columns  will  be 
found  more  economical  than  a  single  one  of  long  measure. 

The  style  of  type  used  should  be  carefully  chosen.    All  head, 
ings  of  rules,  classes,  etc.,  should  be  in  type  larger  than  that 
of  the  main  list.     The  author's  name  will  be  made  more  promi- 
nent if  in  different  type  from  the  title. 
5 
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LOAN  SYSTEM." 


BY   VIRGINIA   R.    DODGE. 

In  taking  up  the  loan  system  there  are  two  sides  to  consider: 
Ifirt,  the  public  for  whose  use  the  library  is  designed,  and  2nd, 
the  library.  The  two  come  into  direct  contact  over  tlie  loan 
desk;  and  the  usefulness  and  power  of  the  library  in  tie 
community  depends  largely  upon  the  intelligence  and  ability 
of  the  i)erson  wiio  gives  that  public  what  it  wants,  both  in 
books  and'  information. 

Since  so  much  depends  upon  this  position,  due  attention 
should  be  ^ven  to  the  qualifications  of  the  attendant  who  la 
placed  at  the  'o;iu  desk;  and  it  is  suirgestLd  that  the  cld-tame 
habit  of  putting  apprentices  in  this  important  position  be  done 
away  with,  to  the  better  serving  of  the  public.  Some  of  the 
qualifications  of  such  an  attendant  are  tact,  which  must  be  in- 
born and  afterwards  cultivated;  courte^gr,  which,  if  not 
inborn,  must  be  permanently  acquired;  good  memory;  self  com- 
posure; promptness  and  accuracy;  systematic  habits;  wide 
knowledge  of  books  and  authors;  a  knowledge  also  of  spoken 
languages;  and  above  all,  an  unfailing  enthusiasm,  for  philoso- 
phers tell  us  that  under  stress  of  enthusiasm  one  can  accom- 
plish tasks  otherwise  impossible;  then  with  unlimited  resour- 
ces the  attendant  may  palm  off  really  good  books  on  borrowers. 
If,  being  endowed  with  these  requirements,  a  person  is  raised 
to  the  dignity  of  an  attendant  in  charge  of  the  loan  desk,  let 
him  not  be  puffed  up  with  unseemly  pride,  but  let  him  stadL 
ously  avoid  anything  that  resembles  i>atronizing  manners  and| 
dictatorial  si)eech;  and  let  him  spare  no  trouble,  consistexit 
with  attention  due  to  other  borrowers  in  giving  information 
and  assistance  to  any  one  who  may  ask  it. 

*  Read  at  Racine  Conference,  March  12,  1896. 
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In  considering  the  needs  of  the  two  parties  concerned,  we 
find  the  characteristic  which  appeals  most  strongly  to  the  pub- 
lic is  the  sjMBed  with  which  a  book  may  be  received  and  deliv- 
ered; also  it  must  be  romemlK^rod  that  the  less  part  the  bor- 
rower has  in  the  oi)eration,  the  better  he  likes  the  system;  the 
library  must  ask  of  him  only  those  facts  absolutely  necessary 
to  fill  his  oi'der,  and  he  must  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  everythiDg 
which  might  suggest  red  tax)e.  , 

Xow  on  tlie  part  of  the  library;  it,  being  a  business  institu- 
tion, must  keep  a  record  of  its  ti'ansiictions.  It  should  be  able 
to  tell  whether  the  library  is  really  of  use  to  the  community; 
in  order  to  do  this  it  must  be  in  possession  of  certain  statis- 
tics. It  must  know  whether  the  best  books  are  really  called 
for;  whether  more  people  are  reading  than  at  this  time  a  year 
ago;  what  the  prevailing  taste  of  the  community  is;  whether 
the  people  are  gradually  accumulating  private  libraries  at  the 
expense  of  the  public;  whether  every  one  is  getting  an  equal 
chance  at  the  popular  books;  where  is  a  book  that  people  are 
calling  for.  It  is  the  question  to  get  these  statistics  at  least 
cost  of  time  and  trouble  to  the  public,  and  with  least  expend- 
iture of  labor  and  least  risk  of  error  on  the  part  of  the  library. 
To  this  end  many  systems  and  devices  have  been  formed. 

The  two  systems  best  known  are  the  Ledger  and  Card  sys- 
tem, the  Slip  being  only  a  rudimentary  form  of  the  Card  sys- 
tem  and  keeping  but  a  temporary  record.  The  ledger  differs 
from  the  Card  system  in  keeping  the  entries  in  a  book;  it  has 
these  advantages  over  the  Card  system:  Entities  cannot  be 
lost  or  mislaid.  Takes  up  less  sfmce  than  same  information 
in  any  other  form.     Is  handled  rapidly. 

These  are  offset  by  certain  disadvantages:  Impossible  to 
change  tlie  order  of  accounts  to  al*phabetic  or  any  other  to  get 
at  certain  facets.  Pages  Avhen  soiled  cannot  be  replaced.  In 
course  of  time  an  active  reader  may  have  several  library  num- 
bers which  would  tend  to  confusion.  But  one  i>erson  can  use 
the  ledger  at  a  time. 

The  other  w^ell  known  form,  the  Card  system,  has  an  advan- 
tage over  the  Ledger  in  admitting  of  any  arrangement  or 
change  of  arrangement  at  any  time.    This  system  is  cajyable 
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of  SO  many  modifications  that  it  is  difficult  to  decide  upon  an 
arrangement  which  is  most  convenient,  accurate  and  econom- 
ical. Before  decidinff  upon  a  card  system  for  a  small  public 
library,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  general  principles  un- 
derlying tlm  loan  system.  It  must  be  remembered  that  ^'more 
than  most  other  questions  of  library  management,  the  loan 
system  must  be  ada]>ted  to  the  library,  and  there  is  no  royal 
method  suited  in  all  its  details  to  every  library  alike."  But 
there  are  ci^rtain  factors  to  be  considered  in  each  case,  such 
as  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  librarv;  the  number  of  volumes 
allowed  to  i*nch  r(Nul(»r:  tlu^  num'l>er  of  lK)iTOw<*rs,  Avhether  per- 
sonally kno^\ni  to  the  librarian:  whether  notices  are  to  be  seni 
in  all  cases  to  delinquents;  the  nipidity  with  which  borrowers 
change  r(»sidence;  also  methods  of  n^aching  and  helping  bor- 
rowers; and  one  important  st(*p  has  becm  taken  in  this  direc- 
tion by  the  two-book  system,  that  is,  allowing  the  reader  to 
take  two  books  at  a  time,  one  other  tlmn  fiction;  the  object  be- 
ing to  encourage  him  in  this  way  to  I'ead  something  besides 
fiction.  This  idea  is  work(»d  out  in  many  ways  by  many  li- 
braries; in  (me  theiv  an*  two  cards,  one  fiction  and  one 
non-fiction;  in  another,  one  card  wiiich  is  divided  into  fiction 
and  iion-fi(^ti<m  columns;  in  another,  the  distinction  is  made  by 
stamping  fiction  (*ntri(ss  in  red  ink;  in  still  another,  the  entries 
are  not  divided  in  any  way,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  only  diffi- 
culty is  in  an  occasional  carelessness  at  the  receiving  window 
in  checking  olf  the  wrong  card,  but  this  does  not  occur  often 
enough  to  make  it  serious. 

Then  there  are  certiiin  questions  to  be  considered  which  are 
answered  by  the  charging  system : 
(1)     Tliose  answen*d  by  the  book  card: 

Is  a  book  given  out? 

If  out,  who  has  it? 
When  did  he  take  it  out? 

When  is  it  to  be  sent  for  as  overdue? 

Has  the  book  ever  been  out? 

How  many  times  and  when  has  the  book  been  out? 

(2)     By  an  arrangement  according  to  date: 

How  many  and  what  books  were  issued  on  a  given  day? 
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How  many  and  what  books  are  due  on  a  given  day? 
How  many  and  what  books  of  a  given  class  are  issued  on  a 
given  day? 

How  many  and  what  books  are  now  out,  charged  to  bor- 
rowers? 

How  many  and  what  books  are  now  at  the  bindery? 

Haa  a  certain  book  been  rebound,  and  when? 

TiMiat  books  have  been  discarded? 
(3)     By  an  account  kept  with  boirower's  ciird: 

Has  a  given  borrower  a  book  charged  to  him? 

How  many  books  are  charged  to  him? 

What  books  are  charged  to  him? 

How  many  x)^rsons  have  now  books  charged  to  them? 

Are  these  the  persons  who  registered  earliest  or  latest? 

How  often  has  the  borrower  made  use  of  the  library? 

Has  a  borrower  had  a  given  book  before? 

"WTiathas  been  the  character  of  the  borrower's  reading? 

Is  the  borrower's  card  still  in  force  and  used? 

Has  this  i>erson  a  right  to  draw  books? 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  that  system  which  answers  the 
most  questions  is  the  best;  for  it  ma^v  be  at  expense  and  labor 
out  of  proportion  to  the  value  of  information — a  point  each  li- 
brary must  decide  for  itself;  for  the  college  library,  free  city 
library,  and  tillage  library  differ  widely  as  to  patromige  and 
resources. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  suggest  that  simplicity  be  nmde  the 
key-note  for  a  charging  system  for  a  small  library;  for,  in  the 
urorda  of  Miss  Plummer,  ^^Et  implies  speed,  thus  fulfilling  the 
great  demand  of  the  public;  and  it  insures  greater  accuracy, 
which  is  of  importance  to  the  library." 
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BINDING,  FOR  A  SMALL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY; 


BY  MAUDE  R.   HENDERSON. 

'^Though  the  principles  of  library  book-biiuling  are  well 
known  to  libraries,  a  no\ice  has  a  difficulty  in  finding  a  usable 
statement  of  them.  There  are  many  good  books  on  binding, 
but  they  are  either  text-books  for  the  use  of  practical  work- 
men, or  expositions  of  tlie  history  and  artistic  development  of 
binding,  written  for  book-lovers  or  collectors.  All  these  books 
are  very  useful  and  interesting,  but  none  of  them  give  com- 
pactly juHt  the  information  needed  by  the  practical  librarian.'* 

These  are  the  opening  words  of  an  article  read  before  the 
Library  Congress,  1893,  which  proceeds  to  give  simply,  tersely 
and  practically  just  this  much  needed  information.  (Published 
in  Bur.  of  Ed.  Rcpt.  1893,  G.  W.  Johnston,  N.  Y.  St.)  A  care- 
ful reading  of  this  pai)er,  followed  by  a  visit  to  a  good  bindery, 
will  place  the  librarian  in  possession  of  information  wherewith 
lie  can  consider  himself  able  to  judge  for  himself,  and  to  direct 
intelligently  the  binding  of  his  books.  It  is  a  strong  point  to 
know  and  to  know  how  to  use  a  tradesman's  own  technical 
terms,  and  these  can  be  "picked  up''  at  the  shop  itself. 

MATERIALS. 

First  of  all  in  importance  is  a  knowledge  of  materials,  for 
no  matter  how  good  the  work,  if  the  materials  are  unworthy. 

LEATHERS. 

Of  the  leathers  most  in  use  we  will  oonaider  only  those  iB 
common  use  and  adapted  for  public  libraries;  for,  while  calf 
and  levant  are  most  beautiful,  they  are  too  costly  and  periab- 

■ —  -■  ■  —  -■-- 

♦Read  at  Racine  Conference,  March  12,  189G. 
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able  for  any  but  private  collections,  while  sheep  and  most  roan 
are  thoroughly  unreliable  as  they  split  at  tlie  points,  being 
spongy  and  badly  tanned. 

American  russia;  roan;  buckram  or  duck  (the  trade  make  no 
distinction);  cloth;  pigskin  (good  for  heavy  table  books,  dic- 
tionaries, atlases,  but  not  for  shelves;  sus]x>ct(Hl  of  mild(»wing); 
Houseman's  moroctro  for  better  books  (exi>ensive  but  flue). 

Comparadrc  srhrduh:  of  acrraffc  prices- 

_  __         . 

HiU'kram.  Roan.         HouscMiiiin's.       Clotli. 
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D 
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8  .iX)        '8  A'*)  

1  2.J  1.25  


Those  now  most  commonly  used  are  roan  and  buckram,  al- 
though American  nissia  and  buckram  are  growing  in  favor. 
Each  has  its  disadvantages  and  its  advocates  and  foes.  As  ha? 
been  sr*en,  the  differr^nce  in  price  is  slight.  The  testimony  of 
libraries  with  exfXfrience  is  more  valuable  than  a  binder's  opin- 
ion or  preference.  Detroit  Public  library  has  used  linen  buck- 
ram ten  years  for  books  in  ciniulating  department,  which  indi- 
cates their  opinion  of  it,  while  they  unhesitatingly  disapprove 
of  American  russia.  C'otton  duck  is  used  on  newspapers  and 
large  weeklies,  and  though  strong  and  durable  is  heavy,  un- 
sightly, grows  fuzzy  with  wear,  soils,  with  an  added  disadvan- 
tage of  catching  and  drawing  with  it  neighboring  books,  if 
hurriedly  removed  froni  a  crowded  shelf.  Tse  linen  duck,  if 
anv,  on  amall  books. 

Koan  must  be  of  best  if  used  at  all. 

CX)LOR  IN  MATERIAL. 

In  binding  the  leather  a  color  should  be  chosen — not  too 
U{^t,  as  it  will  fade,  discolor  or  soil — nor  too  dark,  as  the 
deeply  dyed  skins  are  apt  to  be  tender.  Those  which  have 
been  failures  in  the  lighter  shades  are  often  re-dyed  black  or 
dark  green,  thus  rendering  them  very  tender. 
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COLOR  SCHEME. 

Many  libraries  adopt  one  of  the  different  color  schemes 
which  have  been  devised,  some  assigning  color  to  langaage, 
some  to  subject,  some  to  country;  none  of  these  are  entirely 
without  objection  and  none  in  general  use. 

PROCESS. 

The  material  decided  upon,  the  processes  themselves  must 
be  well  understood.  First  in  order  comes  "taking  down.'- 
which  consists  in  each  part  of  the  book  (signature  or  selection) 
being  separated  from  the  others  and  carofully  cleaned  of  all 
glue  or  threads.  Torn  or  injured  pages  are  then  mended  and 
all  arranged  as  they  are  to  occur  in  the  finished  book.  All 
heavy  plates  are  pasted  upon  narrow  paper  guards  having  a 
muslin  hinge,  and  maps  or  folded  plates  are  either  entirehf 
bacJvod  with,  very  thin  muslin,  or  strengthened  with  it  along 
the  folds,  to  prevent  wear. 

Sair-cntS' — Saw-cuts  are  then  made  at  intervals  along  the 
back,  tlirough  which  sewing  is  to  be  done;  these  should  not  be 
deep  and  there  should  be  one  about  1  inch  or  less  from  each 
end. 

Seu'lng* — Tlie  sewer  now  tak(*s  the  book,  and  stitches  on  a 
machine  with  very  long  stitch  the  first  two  sections  together, 
also  last  two.  Then  the  sewing  proper  is  begun.  There  are 
three  or  more  upright  heavy  card-s  in  tlie  sewing  press, 
stretched  tightly  at  same  intervals  as  the  saw  cuts.  Taking 
the  left  hand^  sihe  presw^s  tlie  saw-outs  around  the  cords  and 
sews  with  blunt  needle  and  linen  thread  each  section  to  these 
cards,  the  needle  passing  in  at  the  siiw-cut  a.iH>und  the  upright 
cord,  and  out  at  and  into  the  next  cut.  At  the  end  the  Kettle 
stitch  is  made,  securely  fastening  the  thread,  thus  making  each 
section  souK^what  independent.  In  good  work  but  two  signa- 
tures are  sewed  at  ou'.^  time,  but  in  elieap  work  thi-ei*  or  four, 
each  additional  one  lessening  the  amount  of  sewing  to  each. 

Tapes  are  sometimes  used  instead  of  cords  on  very  heavj 
books,  and  are  xeiy  strong.  All  b(K)ks  up  to  octavos  should  be 
sewed  upon  at  lea>?t  three  bands,  and  larger  vohime-s  four  or 
more,  the  size  of  the  cord  and  thread  varying  and  agreeing  with 


m 

r 

fVbl|(li>,Sr>.                                                    ^                          J 

>o  Eflii  rlniri'  Frn-  Public  Lib 


BIXDINO    FOR    A    SMALL    PUBLIC    LIBRARY.  61 

that  of  the  book — ^too  thick  makes  bulky  and  spreads  it.  The 
book  is  now  taken  from  the  sewing  press,  the  cords  cut  off  two 
or  rliree  inches  from  the  leaves,  and  the  voltime  is  ready  for  the 

Fonmrding. — ^AU  of  the  work  after  the  "sewing"  until  the 
finishing"  goes  by  this  term.  The  forwarder's  work  begins  .by 
J<>Kfti»g  the  book  tliopoiighly  at  top  and  back,  on  an  iron  or 
smooth  stone,  to  make  it  perfectly  even  and  take  out  any  swell- 
injr-  The  cords  are  then  pulled  tiglit,  and  suitable  linen  or 
*^end  papers"  chosen  and  placed  in.  The  choice  of  end  papers 
has  always  been  a  difficult  question.  In  the  selection  it  is  well 
to  remember  that  the  lining  is  also  the  inside  finish  to  the 
coyer,  the  fii*st  attraction  upon  opening  it,  it  should  therefore 
be  in  harmony  with  the  cover.  WHiite  is  bad  for  public  use, 
shows  thumb  marks  nnd  tempts  to  scrawling. 

Trimminp  and  finisldrifh — The  volume  is  now  taken  to  be 
trimmed.  The  top  and  bottom  are  guillotined — smoothly  cut. 
The  toj>s  may  be  finished  by  burnishing  with  an  agate,  gilded, 
marbled  or  sprinkled,  expense  being  15  to  20  cents  extra,  but  it 
is  best  to  do  this.  Books  should  be  trimmed  very  little,  MSS., 
maps,  plates  not  at  all,  and  no  trimming  should  be  done  with- 
out special  instructions  to  binder;  object  is  of  course  to  dispose 
of  rough  or  sailed  edges,  but  it  is  wine  to  be  your  own  judge 
of  this. 

RouiulUuj. — The  book  is  now  glued  uj) — ^hot,  thin  glue  be- 
ing applied  to  the  back  with  a  brush,  nibbed  well  into  the  sec- 
tionf$and  all'owed  to  cool  but  not  dry;  it  isi  then  i>laced  on  a 
table  and  "rounded''  with  a  hiimmer,  so  that  when  completed 
it  is  one-third  of  a  circle.  Then  follows  the  biicking  or  spread- 
ing of  the  edge  with  a  hammer,  to  form  flanges  or  grooves  for 
the  boards  to  fit  in;  it  is  a  very  nlev  process,  as  the  proper  for- 
mation of  this  hinge  causes  books  to  oi>en  sijuarely.  Crash  is 
pasted  on  to  sti^engthen  b^ack,  and  if  '^raised  hands^'  are  to  be 
used  they  are  put  on  now. 

Boards- — Mill  boards  are  now  cut  the  proper  size,  the  holes 
made  and  the  ends  of  the  cords  tipjied  with  paste  threaded 
through  these  holes,  and  pounded  down  very  flatly,  or  will  be 
seen  through  end  pai)er  in  finished  book.  It  is  then  placed  in 
a  press  and  left  for  at  lea^t  in  cheapest  books  24  hours. 
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Head  band  or  embroidei-ed  finish  at  top.  is  put  on  and  the 
finishing  or  lining  begins. 

Finishing  or  covering,  lettenng  and  ornamenMng^ — Stock 
material  used  is  cloth,  leather,  leather  and  cloth,  or  leather  and 
pax)er.  Paper  sides  are  preferable  for  they  do  not  blister  or 
fray  as  cloth  do,  and  if  injured  are  more  easily  replaced.  Cost 
2  or  3  cents  less,  and  move  easily  on  a  crowded  shelf. 

Lettering. — ^In  finishing  the  back  all  ^^tooling"  or  ornamenta- 
tion is  to  be  avoided  except  gilt  cross-lines  to  divide  the  back 
into  panels.  Lettering  should,  be  in  Roman  capitals,  Arabic 
numerals  large  enough  to  be  easily  read.  Use  of  old  English, 
German  or  other  fancy  texts  or  types,  punctuation  marks  or 
Boman  notation,  not  to  be  allowed.  Binder  revels  in  all  these, 
and  will  put  them  on  unless  almost  under  bond  not  to.  A  gen- 
eral  contract  may  be  made  with  the  binder,  with  written  speci- 
fications to  be  followed  in  general,  and  note  special  instruc- 
tions on  binding  slips. 

Panels. — It  is  a  great  convenience  to  have  the  lettering  al- 
ways in  the  same  relative  i)lace,  and  one  good  arrangement  is 
to  divide  the  back  of  the  book  into  six  panels.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  a  schedule  be  used — ^binding  book — for  a  record 
to  be  kept  in  the  library  of  books  sent  ont,  and  style  ordered. 

To  be  sure  that  the  binder  has  instructions  for  each  book^ 
a  small  binding  slip  is  made  out  with  c-xact  directions  and  sent; 
with  magazines  or  those  sets  which  are  always  to  be  bound  uni- 
formly, a  "sample  back"  (25  cts.)  made  by  binder,  an  exact  re- 
production of  book,  is  tied  up  with  the  volumes  sent. 
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BY   MAUDE   W.    STRAIGHT. 

The  repairing  of  books  in  a  library  may  be  considered  under 
three  heads:  first,  the  reasons  why  books  need  to  be  repaired; 
second,  the  materials  necessary  in  order  to  do  neat  and  strong 
repairing;  third,  the  different  kinds  of  repairing. 

In  order  to  understand  why  books  wear  out,  one  must  be- 
come thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  different   processes   of 
binding  and  the  materials  used.    Tliis  knowledge  can  be  ob- 
tained only  by  visits  to  binderies.    Of  course  the  best  bound 
book  that  is  sewed  by  hand,  and  if  a  boolc  ia  thus  sewed,  by  a 
conscientious  workman,  it  is  seldom  that  a  librarian  is  called 
upon  to  repair  it;  for  if  it  does  fall  apart,  as  a  rule  it  is  a  case 
lor  the  binder  and  not  for  the  librarian.     Then  there  is  the 
machine-sewed  book.    Nearly  all  of  our  light  fiction,  juvenile 
books,  song  books,  and  school  books  are  sewed  by   machine. 
These  are  flexible  bindings,   and  open  readily  to  any  desired 
place,  and  are  superior  to  a  poorly  hand-sewed  book.    But  in 
fiewing  them,  a  chain    stitch  is  used;   and  although  there  are 
^^^al  sewings  across  the  back,  entirely  separated  from  one 
another,  when  they  once  begin  to  go  they  go  entirely,  and  if 
'8  Hot  worth  while  to  attempt  to  repair  them. 

%  far  the  greater  part  of  repairing  is   among   the   books 

•^^ed  by  hand,  but  poorly.    Frequently  too  many  sections  are 

*^*  on  at  once  to  be  sewed.      A  good  binder  does  not  put  on 

^'^  than  two  at  a  time,  and  in  many  cases  only  one.      The 

^^ads  are  not  fastened  securely.      As  a  rule  the  books  are 

^^-bound,  that  is,  the  cover  is  simply  glued  on,  either  to  the 

^"papers  or  back  or  both,  and  not  laced  through  with  the 

^^^^  of  the  bands,  as  are  all  the  best  bound  books.    As  a  re- 

^^ead  at  Racine  Conference,  March  12,  1896. 
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suit,  tiie  covers  <»asily  become  detached,  sections  becoaiie  loose, 
leaves  and  plates  fall  out,  and  the  book  needs  repairing?. 

The  other  principal  cause  of  books  wearing  out  is  the  cheap 
materials  which  are  put  into  them.  Tlie  i>aper  used  in  this 
country  for  newspaptn^s*,  fiction  and  jurenite  books  is  a  pulp 
paper.  This  wears  with  but  little  handling,  and  falls  apart 
simply  standing  upon  the  shelves  unused.  In  England  a  rag 
pai)er  is  largely  used,  which  is  much  stronger.  The  thread 
also  is  often  of  an  inferior  quality,  the  ])aste  or  glue  as  cheap 
a  quality  as  possible,  and  the  cloth  or  leather  not  of  a  durable 
kind. 

In  order  to  do  neat  repairing,  there  are  certain  materials  ab- 
solutely necessary.  Tlu^e  should  be  quantities  of  good  stout 
binders'  thread,  of  various  sizes,  to  be  used  according  to  the 
size  and  tliickness  of  the  paper  of  the  book  to  be  repaired.  The 
needles,  also  of  different  sizes,  should  b<*  those  used  by  binders, 
a  needle  three  or  four  inches  long,  quite  slender,  and  having  a 
blunt  point.  Then  there  must  be  a  good  paste,  one  with  gum 
arable  in  it  will  stick  better  than  simply  a  flour  paste.  Hig- 
gin's  drawing-bojird  mucilage  is  very  good  and  is  pleasant  to 
use.  It  can  be  obtainc*d  at  the  Library  Bureau,  tind  at  most 
drug  and  stationery  stores;  price,  15  cents  for  3  oz.,  $2.00  for 
one  half  gallon.  Binders'  paste  is  very  satisfactory,  can  be 
obtained  at  any  bindery  at  the  rate  of  fl.25  per  barrel.  The 
following  recipe  is  used  at  the  Milwaukee  public  library,  and 
is  highly  recommended : 

Eight  tablespoons  flour  stirred  with  cold  water,  to  make  even 
batter;  then  add  8  teaspoons  brown  sugar  and  a  pinch  of  cor- 
rosive sublimate;  then  add  2  quarts  boiling  water,  and  boil  In 
steamer  20  minutes,  stirring  continually.  TMien  done,  add  tea- 
spoon of  oil  of  lavender;  stir  well. 

There  should  be  several  brushes,  a  broad  one  for  large  worV. 
where  it  is  necessary  to  put  the  paste  on  quickly,  a  very  flnt 
one  for  mending  tears,  and  others  for  different  kinds  of  work. 
An  ivory  paper  knife  is  (excellent  where  the  paste  must  be  put 
on  quickly  and  in  large  quantities.  There  should  be  a  variety 
of  cloth  in  all  shades.  There  is  a  binder's  cloth,  with  a  silt 
finish,  which  costs  about  25  cents  a  yard,  which  is  excellent. 
It  should  be  cut  and  jested  lengthwise    to  avoid  stretching. 
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Marbleized  pax>ers,  in  different  shades,  are  also  very  useful. 
They  are  inexpensive  and  should  be  kept  in  stock,  so  that  the 
end  papera  can  be  matched.  There  should  also  be  several 
grades  of  onion  paper,  a  heavy  grade  for  hinges,  and  a  light 
transparent  quality  for  using  over  printed  matter.  Paraffine 
paper  is  also  essential.  All  paper  and  cloth  to  be  used  should 
be  carefully  measured  and  marked  with  a  ruler,  and  cut  with 
exactness. 

The  repairing  of  books  consists  of  cleaning,  sewing  and 
jxjsting,  and  the  following  methods  are  recommended: 

To  clean  leathers:  If  colored,  wash  with  alcohol;  if  white, 
with  cold  water  and  soap. 

To  take  out  Avrinkles:  Wipe  out  with  a  damp  cloth,  taking 
care  to  place  blotting  paper  beneath,  then  iron  with  hot  iron. 
Tliis  gives  the  original  glaze  to  the  surface. 

To  remove  inkslains:  Use  <*C()llins'  improved  Eureka  ink 
eradicator.''  Tliis  can  be  obtained  from  H.  H.  Collins  Ink  Eradi- 
cator  Co..  27  Union  Square,  New  York.  Price  50  cents.  Or. 
take  a  small  quantity  of  oxalic  acid,  diluted  with  water,  apply 
Tiith  a  camel  hair  pencil  and  blot  with  blotting  paper.  Two 
applications  will  remove  all  traces  of  the  ink. 

To  remove  grease  spots:  Lay  powdered  pipe-clay  each  side 
of  spot  and  jyvess  with  an  iron  as  hot  as  the  paper  will  bear 
without  scorching. 

To  remove  iron  mold:  Apply  first  a  solution  of  potash  and 
afterwards  one  of  oxalic  acid.  Tlie  sulphui*et  acts  on  the 
iron. 

To  mend  a  torn  leaf:  If  torn  in  such  a  way  that  any  mai'gin 
it  left,  tip  the  edge  with  paste  and  press  the  edges  together, 
^are  being  taken  that  paraflBne  paper  is  placed  at  both  sides 
of  the  torn  leaf,  in  order  that  it  will  not  stick  to  the  adjacent 
leaves.  If  there  is  no  margin,  then  a  thin  onion  paper  may 
be  pasted  over  tear. 

To  replace  leaf  or  plate:  Tip  vdiM  pasite,  and  put  in  place, 
pressing  firmly.  If  inner  edge  is  torn  or  uneven,  then  it  h. 
best!  to  put  dt  on  a  hinge,  a  paper  one  for  thin  paper,  and  a 
cloth  one  for  heavy. 

To  replace  a  loose  section :  if  the  book  is  tight  back,  it  can 
be  treated  in  one  of  several  ways.    It  may  be  sewed  to  the 
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next  section,  passing  the  needle  tlmmgli  the  first  saw-cut  from 
the  middle  of  one  section  to  the  other,  then  down  through  the 
second  saw^-cut,  tying  thi^ad  securely,  and  so  on.  Sometimes 
the  section  can  be  sewed  in  without  passing  the  thread  to  th< 
next  section,  by  piissing  it  through  the  first  saw-cut,  then  un- 
der the  first  band,  then  back  through  the  (first  saw-cut,  then 
through  the  second  saw-cut,  then  under  the  second  band,  back 
through  the  second  saw^-cut,  and  so  on,  just  as  a  book  is  sewed 
in  a  bindery.  The  book  does  not  always  pail  in  such  a  visy 
that  this  can  be  done,  but  if  it  does,  this  is  the  most  satisfao 
tory  way  of  sewing  in  a  section.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to 
loosen  the  bands.  Or  the  section  mav  be  fastened  in  with  two 
hinges.  If  this  is  done  the  leaves  of  the  section  must  be  fas- 
tened together  in  some  way.  The  section  may  be  sewed  on  a 
machine  with  a  long  stitch  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the 
back  edge.  If  the  book  has  a  spring  back,  the  needle  may  be 
dropped  down  through  the  back,  sewing  the  section  through 
the  crash  at  the  back.  Or  it  may  be  treated  in  any  of  the  fore- 
going ways. 

To  replace  a  loosened  cover:  If  the  book  has  a  spring  back, 
the  cover  can  be  pasted  back  on,  making  a  tight  back  book  of 
it.  Frequently  hinges  will  add  much  to  the  strength.  Some- 
times new  end  papers  should  be  put  in. 

Of  course  each  one  must  decide  for  himself  how  much  repair 
ing  it  will  pay  him  to  do.  He  must  consider  always  which  is 
the  more  valuable,  the  money  which  he  saves  for  his  library  by 
repairing,  or  his  time. 
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BY  LINDA  A.  EASTxMAN,  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,   CLP:VELAND,   OHIO. 

The  school  trains  the  child  in  the  use  of  his  powers  and  fac- 
ulties, teaches  him  how  to  learn;  the  library  is  the  storehouse 
of  wisdom.  So  brief  a  statement  of  facts  shows  at  once  the 
close  relation  between  these  two  institutions,  and  that  the 
former  in  great  measure  defeats  its  own  ends  if  it  fail  to  lead 
to  the  latter.  Discussions  of  this  question  have  heretofore 
dealt  mainly  with  methods  of  interesting  the  child  in  reading 
and  of  furnishing  him  with  books — of  attracting  him  to  the 
library  through  the  medium  of  the  schools.  It  remains  to  pay 
more  attention  to  the  means  by  which  he  can  be  properly 
trained  for  reading  and  research. 

The  school  looks  to  the  library  as  a  most  helpful  adjunct,  and 
encourages  the  child  to  use  it,  but  does  the  school  prepare  him, 
in  a  practical  way,  to  use  the  library?  Might  not  more  be  done 
for  the  average  child  whose  school  life  ends  before  he  reaches 
the  high  school?  He  has  such  a  pitifully  small  store  of  knowl- 
edge to  face  the  world  with,  and  how  little  chance  for  increas- 
ing it!  To  this  child,  whose  name  is  legion,  the  public  library 
should  be  a  veritable  gold-mine;  it  fails  of  being  so  simply  be- 
cause he  knows  not  the  rudiments  of  the  art  of  mining. 

All  individual  research  in  the  world  of  books  requires  some 
foundation  of  knowledge  of  how  to  get  at  them — of  the  short- 
cuts that  indexes  and  tables  of  contents  afford,  of  the  best 
readers'  guides  and  how  to  use  them,  of  the  indispensable 
books  of  reference  and  the  fields  covered  by  them.  Something 
of  all  this  is  taught  in  the  schools  today — much  more  than  of 


^Address  at  first  annual  meeting  of  the  the  Ohio  Library  Association, 
Cleveland,  at  a  session  to  which  the  teachers  of  the  Cleveland  public 
schools  were  invited. 
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old — but  this  teaching  comes  rather  as  the  result  of  the  interest 
and  effort  of  individual  teachers  than  as  a  necessary  part  of 
the  school-work  w^hich  no  teacher  dare  overlook.  It  yet  needs 
to  be  ingrafted  as  an  integral  part  of  the  whole  course  of  study. 
True,  that  course  of  study  is  overcrowded,  and  we  would  not 
add  another  branch — this  teaching  should  become  part  of  the 
work  in  every  branch.  It  will  start  from  \ery  small  begin- 
nings, but  there  will  be,  almost  from  the  first,  a  constant 
broadening  of  the  child's  mental  vision  and  an  added  zest  in 
his  work. 

To  illustrate  the  commencement  of  it,  take  a  primary  class 
in  geography;  tliey  have  been  over  the  dc?scriptive  part,  say  of 
North  America,  in  their  text-books,  have  had  it  presented  in 
an  attractive  manner,  and  made  plain  with  the  help  of  surface 
and  production  maps,  etc.;  they  have  perhaps  become  inter- 
ested in  reading  King's  This  Continent  of  OurSy  Smith's  Our 
Own  Country,  or  others  of  the  books  which  are  helping  to  add 
interest  to  primary  geography;  but  thcM'e  yet  remains  to  be 
given  more  of  that  drill,  that  repetition  and  reiteration  of  the 
facts  which  the  teacher  knows  to  be  so  very  necessary  if  some 
of  those  little  minds  are  to  retain  the  knowledge  gained.  Sup- 
pose that  at  this  point  she  produces  some  half-dozen  of  the  best 
elementary  geographies  which  she  can  find — all  different;  she 
then  teaches  them  how  to  find  for  themselves  the  subject  they 
want  in  the  strange  books,  the  first  lesson  which  many  of  them 
have  ever  had  in  the  use  of  indexes  or  tables  of  contents — each 
child  will  be  eager  to  find  his  place  first,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  class  go  through  the  same  operation  with  their  own  text- 
books, for  heretofore  they  have  always  been  told  just  what 
page  to  turn  to,  and  have  had  no  practice  ia  doing  it  in  this 
way.  They  then  proceed  to  see  what  these  different  authors 
say  about  the  principal  features  of  North  America,  comparing 
the  various  ways  of  saying  the  same  thing,  and  noticing  any 
new  points.  When  the  lesson  is  over,  what  will  have  been 
gained?  First,  the  main  object,  the  fixing  of  the  facts  in  the 
minds  of  the  children,  for  they  will  not  only  have  gone  over 
each  point  repeatedly,  but  each  time  thoughtfully  and  critic- 
ally. Besides  this,  in  studying  the  numerous  forms  of  expres- 
sion for  the  same  facts,  they  will  have  had  a  valuable  lesson  in 
English;  some  of  them  will  have  had  practice  in  sight* reading 
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f KOTn  new  books;  they  will  liave  learned  to  apply  the  term 
author  to  the  wTiter  of  any  book,  and  not  only,  as  you  will  find 
most  of  them  Ihave  done  in  their  obildish  way  heretofore,  to 
those  of  a  purely  literary  chai^acter.  Most  important  of  all, 
perhaps,  they  will  have  had  their  first  practical  training  in  the 
use  of  an  index,  as  a  little  beginning  in  that  knowledge  which 
is  to  make  them  more  proficient  in  the  u«e  of  books. 

Ttis  work,    carried  on  up  through   the  grades,    should   be 
broadened  out  until  it  (makes  them  acqmiinted  with  the  names 
of  the  great  travelers  and  explores,  and  with  the  most  inter- 
esting  and  best  books  of  travel  and  description  of  the  countries 
as  they  take  th€*m  up — until  they  have  become  familiar  with 
the  standard  gazetteera  and  atlases,  know  what  class  of  geo- 
gi'aphical  and  statistical  facts  to  look  to  them  for,  and  how  to 
consult  them  deftly  and  a^*curately;  and  this  can  all  be  done, 
both  incidentally  and  beneficially  to  the  regular  work,   w^hile 
grt-atly  increa^sing  the  children's  knowledge  of  books.      When, 
for  instance,   the  sixth  grade  is  studying  Switzerland,  the 
teacher  asks  the  pupils  to  bring  a  list  of  as  many  books  as  they 
can  find  describing  that  country;  the  children,  each  anxious  to 
We  the  best  list,  will  go  to  the  library  catalog  (there  should 
Jilways  be  one  in  every  school-building),  will  make  inquiries  at 
liome.  and  will,  whenever  possible,  visit  the  library  and  there 
consult  catalogs,  assistants,  and  the  books»  themselves;    the 
children  will  then  be  asked  to  write  these  lists  upon  the  black- 
Wrd,  in  alphabetical  order  aa  they  would  be  in  a  catalog;  in 
doing  this  a  great  many  more  little  points  will  be  learned  than 
^'^^  apparent  at  first  thought,  and  it  should  be  given  much  at- 
^^ntion,  for  the  expert  use  of  the  catalog  is  an  art  invaluable  to 
^k^  student  as  a  saving  of  both  time  and  patience.  A  few  such 
^^SBons  are  needed    to  teach  the  young  learner   that  in  title 
^'itrios  the  library  catalog  omits  the  initial  article,  that  he  will 
^^^  tbe  book  entitled  "The  mountains  of  Switzerland^-  under 
''^^ountains''  and  not  under  "The;"  knowing  an  author  or  title, 
•^^d^^ishing  to  look  up  that  one  book,  he  will  learn  to  look  for 
^kcseas  simple  dictionary-  entries,  so,  in  the  case  of  his  want- 
^^g  to  know  who  wrote  "Scrambles  in  the  Alps,"  or  its  shelf 
number,  he  turns  instantly  to  S  for  the  title;  lacking  any  data 
I      ^t  the  subject,  or  w  ishing  to  find  several  oi'  all  of  the  books 
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on  the  subject,  be  will  look  under  Switzerland,  subdivision 
Travels. 

Through  this  means  the  teacher  and  the  librarian  will  con- 
stantly be  given  opportunities  for  recommending  those  of  the 
books  mentioned  which  are  best  suited  for  the  pupil's  reading, 
and  of  familiarizing  him  with  the  names  of  those  which  may 
be  beyond  him  now,  but  which  he  will  be  sure  to  enjoy  when  he 
is  older.  It  will  lead  him  on,  also,  into  history  and  to  a  keener 
broader  interest  in  current  events.  Geography  has  been  men- 
tioned simply  as  showing  some  typical  possibilities — if  need- 
less details  seem  to  have  been  given,  it  has  been  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  what  is  suggested  will  not  add  a  burden 
of  new  work,  but  will  add  interest  to  the  old,  and  that  it  can 
begin  very  early.  The  constant  tuition  in  books  and  their  use, 
and  the  cultivation  of  a  thoughtful  and  discriminating  taste 
for  the  best,  can  and  should  be  brought,  incidentally,  into  al- 
most every  branch  of  study,  and  that,  too,  with  better  results 
in  the  studies  themselves;  the  reading,  the  language,  and  the 
science  work  all  invite  to  it,  while  the  history  offers  such  in- 
centives to  this  kind  of  work  that  the  wonder  is  that  it  is  ever 
taught  in  any  other  way.  After  reaching  the  high  school  the 
pupil  should  take  a  long  stride  forward  in  the  acquisition  of 
this  book  knowledge,  the  nature  of  the  studies  and  the  greater 
maturity  of  the  pupil  being  all  in  his  favor.  Every  branch  in 
the  curriculum  will  admit  of,  and  on  second  thought  seem  al- 
most to  require,  at  least  a  comparative  study  of  text-books,  of 
learning  who  are  the  great  authorities,  and  of  becoming  more 
or  less  familiar  with  the  principal  works  of  reference  on  the 
subject;  the  literature  and  composition  classes  in  particular 
will  give  an  opportunity  for  much  systematic  drill  and  instruc- 
tion in  method  in  looking  up  subjects,  in  the  intelligent  use  of 
catalogs  and  subject  lists,  of  Poole's  Index,  and  of  reviews  and 
periodicals;  a  correct  idea  should  be  gained  of  the  general 
character  of  the  principal  encyclopaedias  and  the  distinctive 
feature  of  each,  that  they  may  know  which  are  best  to  refer  to 
for  brief,  concise  statements  of  facts,  for  long  and  scholarly' 
treatises,  for  bibliographical  references,  for  recent  develop- 
ments, for  matters  pertaining  to  our  own  country,  etc.;  while 
it  is  quite  worth  while  knowing  such  little  points  as  to  whicl* 
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dictionary  to  go  for  help  in  settling  the  question  of  bejpnning 
a  certain  w'X)rcl  with  a  capital  or  a  small  letter. 

It  is  a  big  subject  with  which  we  are  dealing,  this  instruc- 
tion in  the  use  of  books;  but  because  it  must  start  from  such 
small  beginnings,  because  it  must  lead  the  child's  mind  up  and 
out  from  utter  ignorance  to  a  neyer-endiug  increase  of  knowl- 
edge, it  is  not,  therefore,  ovei^whelmiug — its  very  bigness  and 
fulness  are  an  inspiration  which  cannot  be  felt  without  an  ex- 
pansion of  mind  to  meet  it.     It  is,  p<*rha])s,  w(*ll  that  there  is 
no  room  for  it  in  the  already  overcrowded  curriculum  as  a  sep- 
arate branch  of  stady,   because,  if  the   best   results  are  to  be 
obtained,  it  must  be   interwoven   with   everything  else  and 
wherever  the  opportunity  offers.      Xor  should  it  be,  on  this 
account,   a  vague   and   intangible   subject  to  plan  for  in  the 
course — tlie  objects  to  be  attained  are  so  definite,  the  means 
so  abundant.    For  the  teacher   herself  it   will   often  mean 
nearly  as  much  gro^vth  as  for  the  children,  and  for  the  whole 
school  course  it  will  be  a  constant  check  on  the  tendencv  to 
slip  into  rats  of  mechaniciil  and  routine  work.      Tlie  normal 
school  should  give  special  preparation  for  it,  in  addition  to 
that  excellent  feature  which  has  already  found  place  in  some 
of  these  schools,  a  study  of  juvenile  litei*ature  from  an  educa- 
tional point  of  new. 

We  come  now  to  the  side  of  the  question  which  pertains 
enpecially  to  the  library.  These  later  years  have  brought 
wonderful  progress  in  library  science  and  economy,  but  there 
is  perhaps  nothing  which  shows  the  advance  of  the  library  of 
to-day  over  that  of  20  years  ago  more  than  the  greater  imjx^rt- 
^^e  whicli  i»  attached  to  the  woi'k  with  the  children.  The 
^opkof  the  librarian  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  not  merely 
Incidentally  but  as  actively  and  pre-eminently  educational;  he 
is  called  upon  to  be  himself  a  teacher  in  the  highest  and  truest 
^^nseof  the  word,  a  heli)er  to  knowledge — all  sorts  and  condi- 
^^ns  of  men  come  to  his  *'i>eople's  university''  and  seek  his 
^Wance  in  research  on  any  and  every  subject;  he  must  help 
to  meet  the  nee<ls  of  the  professoi*  and  of  the  artisan,  and  has 
^^t^n  to  teach  alike  the  teacher  and  her  smallest  pupil. 

^e  hope  of  the  f utui*e  lies  in  the  children  of  to-day,  and  if 
the  next  generation  make  the  most  of  the  resources  of  the  li- 
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brary  it  will  be  because  as  children  they  are  trained  to  use  it— 
hence  the  greater  relative  importance  of  the  work  with  and  for 
them.  In  reviewing  briefly  the  work  which  is  being  done 
along  this  line,  but  little  need  be  said  concerning  the  loaning 
of  books  to  the  schools  for  redistribution  among  the  pupils;  aa 
wherever  it  is  in  operation,  as  it  is  here  in  Cleveland,  it  seems 
to  be  so  suecesi^ful  as  to  be  limited  only  by  the  supply  of  books 
that  <*an  be  devoted  to  this  pui-pose,  and  we  have  known  of 
schools  wh(»re  these  books  liave  funiifidied  the  life-giving  germ 
of  interest  ^vhich  contributed  more  than  all  else  to  a  success- 
ful vetir's  work. 

The  careful  prejwiration  and  free  distribution  of  Ksts  of  the 
best  books  contained  in  tlie  librai'y,  suitable  to  the  children, 
is  a  work  which,  piiys  well.  This  is  sometimes  done  by  the 
school  authorities,  as  in  the  case  of  the  excellent  lists  disti'ib- 
uted  in  tlie  giawwar  grades  in  this  city  last  June,  which 
brought  such  an  inci*ease  of  children  to  the  librarj^  during  the 
entire  sunmier;  in  soaiie  places  it  is  done  by  the  libi*arian;  it 
would  doubtl(»ss  be  best  done  by  the  tw  o  working  together,  as 
the  one  can  furnish,  an  understanding  of  the  needs  of  tbe 
pupils,  while  the  other  has  the  books  from  which,  to  select 
material,  can  attend  to  the  proi>er  insertion  of  the  library  call 
numbers,  etc.  Tlun^e  lists  may  be  in  the  form  of  a  general  cat- 
alog of  juvenile  books,  or  of  special  lists  of  the  best  books  for 
boys,  the  l)est  books  for  girls,  tbose  suited  to  different  grades 
and  ages,  books  on  ]  •»»tieular  subjects,  as  United  States  his* 
tory,  and  lists  heliifu  for  8i>ecial  day  exercises,  as  for  Wash- 
ington's birthday  or  Christmas.  One  wbo  has  done  much  of 
this  work  in  a  large  library  writes  me:  '*T\'e  try  to  guide  the 
reading  of  those  children  who  come  to  the  library'  by  the  little 
lists  which  I  sent  you.  The  importance  of  these  lists  cannot 
be  overestimated.''  She  goes  on  to  say:  ''I  have  lately  been 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  children  to  good  books  through 
a  juvenile  weekly  pai>er  issued  as  a  supplement  to  one  of  our 
evening  dailies.  One  night  I  had  inserted  a  list  of  about  25  of 
our  best  books  for  cliildi*en,  without  giving  our  library  num- 
bers, and  oiferc*d  a  prize  of  a  book  to  the  first  boy  or  girl  who 
would  copy  the  list,  c»on*ectly  adding  these  numbers.  This 
Uwght  them  the  way  to  use  the  catalog,  and  also  got  them  to 
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come  to  the  library,  and,  too,  attracted  their  attention  to  the 
best  book9.  Two  weeks  ago  I  offered  a  pi-ize  of  two  dollars 
for  the  best  description  of  the  best  book  any  boy  or  girl  in  the 
State  ever  read.  This  will  give  me  an  index  to  what  boys  and 
girls  really  think  is  best.  I  shall  keep  this  up,  on  different 
lines,  during  the  winter,  and  will  let  yon  know  the  results 
later.  So  many  librarians  wait  for  teachers  to  make  the  ad- 
vances in  the  way  of  co-oi>eration.  It  is  the  librarian  who  has 
aomething  to  offer  (books),  and  he  should  protT(»r  tliem  n^peat- 
edly,  if  necessary.  We  are  ^pushing'  pictures  this  year;  mounted 
a  great  many  this  summer,  which  are  being  eagerly  carried  off 
by  the  tt^achers.'-  The  pictures  here  referred  to  are  cut  from 
illusti-ated  papers,  such  as  Harper's  Weekly  and  Leslie^ s  Illu^- 
trate^I,  from  worn-out  books  and  magazines  about  to  bo  dis- 
carded; mounted  upon  cardboard  and  loaned  to  the  teachers 
for  use  in  illusti*ating  the  lessons,  for  busy  work  for  the  little 
ones,  etc.  Several  libraries  are  thus  utilizing  what  would 
otherwise  be  waste  material. 

The  plan  of  appointing  a  special  assistant  (usually  one  whc 
has  {had  practical  experience  both  in  teaching  and  in  the  li- 
brary) to  take  charge  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
schools,  is  one  jthat  is  leading  to  such  excelh^nt  results  in  some 
libraries  that  it  should  be  more  generally  adopted.  Tliis  assist- 
ant should  keep  thoroughly  informed  upon  the  work  which  is 
being  done  in  the  different  gi*ades  from  month  to  month,  and 
be  ready  always  to  recommend  to  teachers  and  pupils  the  best 
book^  on  any  subject  taken  up  by  them,  those  which  will 
prove  most  helpful  to  the  work  in  hand  and  b(^st  suited  to  the 
children.  The  teachers  should  consult  her,  should  send  the 
pupils  to  her,  and  it  should  be  understood  by  all  that  during 
certain  houre  of  each  day  she  is  unresei-vedly  at  their  service. 
This  assistant  should  be  well  adapted  to  and  thoroughly  pre^ 
pared  for  her  work,  and,  above  all,  should  luive  her  interest 
and  energy  centered  in  it.  In  libranes  where  one  ix^rson's 
whole  time  cannot  be  given  up  to  it,  there  should  be  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  day  devoted  to  it;  much  of  the  work  which  she 
has  in  charge  may  i)erliaps  be  detailed  to  others,  and  she 
should  be  capable  of  giving  the  younger  assistants  the  insti-uc- 
tion  necessary  for  its  proper  perfomiance,   and   of   inspiring 
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them  with  the  earnestness  and  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  which 
are  necessary  to  success. 

Every  assistant  in  the  library,  who  meets  the  public,  should 
be,  or  should  be  capable  of  becoming,  a  teacher  of  bibliogra- 
phy, and  the  best  work  should  often  be  done,  the  most  valuable 
suggestions  given,  with  utter  unconsciousness  on  the  part  of 
the  public  which  receives  them.  It  requires  infinite  tact,  but 
with  the  children  it  is  comparatively  easy,  fof  the  reason  that 
they  are  so  ready  to  take  suggestions  and  so  quick,  often,  to 
profit  by  them.  Here  the  librarian  has  a  decided  advantage 
over  the  teacher,  for  ghe  has  to  meet  none  of  that  antagonism 
of  pupil  for  pedagogue  which  is  an  inheritance  from  the  semi- 
barbarous  days  of  school-keeping;  the  teacher  has  to  win  and 
then  keep  the  child's  confidence — the  librarian,  on  the  con- 
trar}',  may  have  it  for  the  taking.  The  reason  for  this  last 
fact  is  plain — people  are  sincere  with  their  books,  they  throw 
aside  shams  and  are  tlicmselves  with  them,  and  why  should 
they  not  be  so  with  those  who  help  them,  in  an  understanding 
way,  to  the  books  they  enjoy? 

What  opportunities  does  this  not  open  up  to  the  librarian  or 
the  assistant  who  is  on  the  alert  for  them — opportunities  to 
guide  the  children  in  their  reading,  to  awaken  a  real  interest 
in  a  quest  upon  which  they  started  in  a  perfunctory  and  aim- 
less way,  and  to  give  them  many  a  hint  as  to  how  to  get  at 
what  is  in  books.  She  can  often  do  much,  also,  in  developing 
those  decided  individual  tastes  which  sometimes  show  them- 
selves in  very  young  children,  as  when  the  little  eight-year-old 
comes  and  wants  "that  book  with  the  hands  and  arms  in  it," 
«nd  sits  by  the  hour  copying  simple  studies  in  curve  and  out- 
line which  he  shows  to  her  with  the  naive  confidence  that  he 
**is  going  to  be  an  artist;"  she  need  not  flatter  herself  that  she 
is  fostering  young  genius — that  is  more  rare  than  children 
with  a  taste  for  drawing — but  she  may  be  sure  that  she  is 
doing  something  toward  shaping  his  ideals  of  the  beautiful 
and  the  true. 

The  general  reading  of  children  needs  wiser  and  more  tact- 
ful oversight,  by  the  parent,  by  the  teacher  or  the  librarian,  t<^ 
counteract  that  tendency  to  narrow  down  the  range  of  reading* 
to  one  class  of  books,  and  that  too  often  the  poorer  story-book* 
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There  is  perhaps  no  department  of  the  publte  library  where 

greater  e^re  should  be  exercised  Ib  the  selection  of  books  than 

in  the  juvenile  fiction — keep  the  standjird  high  there.       The 

healthy  boy  craves  stirring  tales;  but  when,  as  they  will,  even 

Kirk  Munroe,  Stoddard,  and  Henty  begin  to  seem  tame  to  him, 

do  not  let  him  drop  to  Castlemon,  Alger,  and  Optic;  lead  him. 

rather,  to  the  more  lasting  delights  of  Scott  and  Dumas  and 

Stanley  Weyman.      It  is  for  the  girls,  however,  that  we  would 

make  a  si>ecial  ])l(*a;  so  much  pains  is  often  taken  to  interest 

the  boys  in  bic^rapliy,  history,  travel,  and  science,  but  the  girl 

who  wants  a  bi>ok  (and  she  is  more  prone  than  her  bi'other  to 

leave  the  selection  of  lu*r  books  to  another's  judgment)  is  given 

a  **pretty  storj,''  and   she  goes  on  eternally  reading  "pretty 

stories,"  which  become  more  and  more  highly  wrought,  until 

the  first  thing  you  know  she  is  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  read 

nothing  but  th(»  silly,  the  sentimental,  and   the  sensational 

novels — if  she  has  arrived   at   this  point    by   a  round-about 

cciu'se   of  **goody-g(><)dy''    story-books,    she  is  only  the  more 

lielplessly  sensible  of  her  fall. 

AH  the  while,  if  sh(»  but  knew  it,  the  girl  would  so  much 
more  enjoy  the  bett(*r  things  which  she  is  missing.  Help  her 
to  these — when  she  has  read  Alcott  and  Mrs.  Burnett  and 
^uraE.  Richards's  stories,  she  will  devour  with  avidity  When 
^Was  Your  Age,  The  One  I  Knew  the  Best  of  AH,  and  Miss 
Aleott's  Life  and  Letters,  and  want  more  books  of  the  kind,  until 
before  long  she  will  be  absorbed  in  biography.  An  interest 
^used  in  the  pei-sonality  of  tlie  writer  of  A  New  England 
^'^dhood  will  in  tUiTi  carry  her  into  ix)etry,  a  never-ending  de- 
light to  the  child  who  has  found  it  out.  History,  too!  I  am 
^^^minded  of  the  little  maid  who  read  it  along  with  her  fairy 
tales,  with  the  result  that  she  named  her  cats  after  historical 
characters,  and  executcnl  a  favorite  doll  as  Mary  Queen  of 
^^ts;  she  is  to-day  a  broader-minded  young  woman  than 
*^ttie  of  her  little  playmates  whose  imaginations  admitted  of 
Jiothing  more  tragic  befalling  their  dollies  than  a  fit  of  the 
n^eaaleg. 

^bove  all  things,  see  that  the  child  has  access  to  the  good 
^H  the  great  books,  the  books  that  stir  men  of  all  times 
^^  all  ages.    We  would  object  most  strenuously  to  shutting 
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the  children  into  that  part  of  the  library  which  contains  only 
the  purely  juvenile  books.  Do  you  think  it  was  any  food  for 
babes  such  as  the  Little  Pnuly  Stories  which  called  from 
Mrs.  Browning  this  memory  of  childhood? 

^*Books,  books,  books! 
I  had  found  the  secret  of  a  garret-room 
Piled  high  with  cases  in  my  father's  name; 
Piled  high,  packed  large — where,  creeping  in  and  out 
Among  the  giant  fossils  of  my  past, 
Like  some  small  nimble  mouse  between  the  ribs 
Of  a  mastodon,  I  nibbled  here  and  there 
At  this  or  that  box,  pulling  through  the  gap, 
In  heats  of  terror,  haste,  victorious  joy, 
The  first  book  first.     And  how  I  felt  it  beat 
Under  my  pillow  in  the  morning's  dark, 
An  hour  before  the  sun  would  let  me  read! 
My  books!"  .       T 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  struck  a  keynote  when,  speaking  of 
the  reading  habit,  he  said,  "Above  all  things,  as  a  child  he 
should  have  tumbled  about  in  a  librarv — all  men  are  afraid  of 
books  who  have  not  handled  them  from  infancy."  That  word 
"tumbled"  he  uses  advisedly,  if  not  literally — it  expresses  one 
thing  which  it  is  all  important  that  the  child  should  have,  a 
sense  of  freedom.  Freedom  under  law  it  will  of  course  be — ^he 
must  learn  that  liberty  which  is  not  license,  he  must  learn  to 
respe<^  the  right  of  books  to  careful  usage,  as  he  learns  to  re- 
spect the  rights  of  his  fellow-men.  Regard  for  students  re- 
quires that  quiet  be  maintained  in  the  library,  and  this  should 
be  insisted  upon,  though  by  making  the  conditions  such  that 
the  very  atmosphere  of  the  place  suggests  it  this  task  will  be 
an  easy  one.  Cleanliness  is  no  mere  virtue,  but  an  imperative 
duty,  when  handling  books  which  can  carry  deadly  germs  of 
disease,  and  the  children  should  be  taught  always  to  come  to 
the  library  with  clean  hands.  This  task  is  a  very  hard  one 
sometimes,  but  it  is  so  important  as  to  demand  more  attention 
than  it  sometimes  receives;,  if  the  children  are  refused  the 
books,  always  kindly  but  always  firmly,  so  long  as  they  come 
with  dirty  hands,  they  will  learn  this  lesson.     In  one  reading- 
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room  the  assistant  is  instructed  to  take  the  names  of  all 
children  who  are  sent  to  wash  themselves,  that  the  ones  who 
come  to  the  library  dirty  Jiabitiially  may  be  singled  out  and 
dealt  with  as  their  cases  require. 

In  cities  of  tiny  size,  it  is  the  children  more  tluin  any  other 
class  who  are  shut  off  by  distance  from  the  use  of  the  library. 
It  is  here  that  the  greatest  value  of  the  brancli  library  shows 
itself.  Andrew  Carnegie  said  that  a  large  library  without 
branches  is  like  a  .Hshing-sloop  without  small  boats;  if  the 
small  boats  could  be  furnished,  if  a  well-selected  general  col- 
lection of  even  a  few  hundred  good  books  could  be  put  within 
easy  reach  of  every  child  in  every  city  and  town  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  it  would  not  be  long  Ix^fore  the  truth  of  his  comparison 
would  be  ai»parent  to  all. 

One  reform  which  is  being  accomplished  in  many  places  is 
the  abolishing  of  the  age  limit — as  soon  as  the  child  is  able  to 
read  and  can  write  his  own  name  (some  enthusiasts  in  the 
children's  work  even  say  as  soon  as  he  can  come  to  the  library 
and  carry  home  a  i)icture-book),  he  should  be  allowed  to  draw 
books  in  his  own  name.  It  is  sfiid  that  children  under  the  age 
limit  can  draw  upon  their  parents'  cards,  but  this  plan  is  a 
mistake;  first,  because  it  is  injustice  to  the  parent  to  deprive 
him  of  his  card  that  his  child  may  use  it,  and  second,  because 
it  is  a  fact  that  some  parents  are  too  selfish  to  give  up  their 
cards  to  their  children. 

One  thing  leads  always  to  another — in  this  country  the  pub- 
lic library  was  the  forerunner  of  the  ])ublic  museum  and  the 
public  art  gallery,  which  are  in  many  instances  being  so  wisely 
housed  under  the  same  roof  with  the  library,  and  forming  with 
it  (and  with  the  class  and  lecture  rooms  which  should  be  in- 
cluded) a  vast  educational  institution  upon  which  the  schools 
can  draw  constantly  for  help.  The  museum  especially  seems 
too  important  to  be  overlooked  in  this  connection — it  can  be 
started  so  modestly,  and,  if  public  interest  be  awakened  in  it, 
is  so  sure  to  grow  rapidly  and  to  receive  valuable  donations 
and  additions.  The  united  efforts  of  the  teachers,  during  one 
school  year,  to  secure  objects  of  interest  in  illustrating  the 
school  work,  would  result  in  the  nuclV^us  of  a  collection  which 
would  soon  be  priceless  in  its  educational   value  to  the  town. 
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One  bright  woman  has  suggested  a  plan  which  should  be  put 

• 

into  operation,  viz.,  a  system  of  cross-references  from  library  to 
museum,  and  \\ce  versa;  for  instance,  a  case  of  birds  or  animals 
could  have  neatly  posted  on  it  a  list  of  the  books  relating  to 
them  which  the  library  contains,  giving  first  the  juvenile,  then 
the  popular  and  general,  and  last  the  more  deeply  scientific, 
while  in  the  natural  history  department  of  the  library  attention 
would  be  attracted  to  a  list  of  specimens  in  the  museum.  Wher- 
ever desirable  this  could  be  carried  into  great  detail,  referring 
from  separate  specimens  to  certain  books,  or  to  certain  chap- 
ters in  a  book,  by  means  of  printed  forms.    The  museum  con- 
tains, say,  relics  from  the  mounds  of  Butler  county,  described 
so  fully  in  Maclean^s  Mound-huildets ;  beside   these    relics  is 
placed  a  card  referring  to  this  book,  giving  its  shelf  number 
and  page  of  the  subject,  while  in  the  book  at  this  place  a  fly- 
leaf insertion  states  that  in  alcove  B,  case  2  in  the  museum, 
specimens  No.  15-48  will  be  found  of  great  interest  in  illustrat- 
ing this  section.    The  same  thing  could  of  course  be  done  in 
connection  with  the  art  gallery.     If  well  done,  what  powerful 
incentives  would  this  not  offer,  to  all  classes  of  i)eopre  alike,  to 
reading  with  a  purpose,  and  that  purpose  the  acquisition  of 
koowledge!      And  to  the   child   these  incentives   would  be 
strongest,  because  his  interest  is  more  easily  awakened.     Be- 
sides this,  it  would  be  an  incalculable  saving  of  labor;  for  in 
the  looking  up  of  the  references  it  would  be  doing,  once  for  all, 
the  work  which  would  otherwise  have  to  be  done  by  each  in- 
dividual student. 

All  of  these  plans  are  along  the  line  of  development,  and, 
primarily,  for  the  development  of  the  child.  They  are  claim- 
ing the  attention  of  all  educators,  whether  teachers  or  libra- 
rians; and  they  are  calling  for  a  closer  union  of  forces,  a  more 
thoroughly  systematized  co-operation  in  a  work  where  "the 
field  is  white  unto  the  harvest,  and  the  laborers"  may  be 
many. 
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BY  FRANK  E.  HUTCHINS. 

In  Febi-uary,  1893,  the  library  of  tho  State  of  New  York  be- 
g:an  to  send  out  from  its  home  in  Albany  a  number  of  small  li- 
braries,  of  100  vohimes  each,  to  such  of  tlie  smaller  cities  and 
villages  of  the  commonwealth  as  were  not  provided  with  fi-ee 
public  libraries.  One  of  these  small  libraries  remained  in  a 
communitv  but  six  montlis.  and  was  then  exchanged  for 
another,  and  this  jieriodical  movement  led  to  its  being  known 
as  a  traveling  library.  The  leading  purpose  in  establishing 
such  librari(*g  seems  to  have  been  to  present  object  lessons 
which  should  incite  communities  to  found  permanent  local 
libraries.  By  a  natural  system  of  development,  the  scope  of 
the  work  has  been  widened;  and  the  system  now  provides 
smaller  collections  of  books  for  rural  communities,  and  special 
collections  for  university  extension  centers  and  for  reading 
and  study  clubs.  It  has  proved  so  flexible,  useful,  and  popular 
as  to  attract  wide  notice  and  sympathy.  In  1895  the  legisla- 
ture of  Michigan  appropriated  f2,500  to  buy  books  for  a  sim- 
ilar system,  and  in  189G  the  State  of  Iowa  set  aside  |5,000  for 
a  like  purpose. 

In  Wisconsin  the  system  has  been  founded  on  somewhat 
different  lines,  by  private  philanthropy.  In  January,  1896, 
scarcely  a  month  after  the  organization  of  the  Wisconsin  Free 
Library  Commission,  Hon.  James  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie, 
asked  its  aid  in  making  plans  for  a  traveling  libi'ary  system 
for  Dunn  county,  for  which  he  proposed  to  bear  all  expenses. 
Mr.  Stout  is  a  tnufttee  of  thje  Mabel  Tainter  Me»morial  library, 
of  Menomonie,  whose  books  are  loaned  without  cost  to  all  the 
people  of  Dunn  county.  He  had  found,  however,  that  com- 
paratively few  books  were   drawn   by  rural  residents  of  the 


80  WISCONSIN    LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 

county,  because  of  the  long  trips  necessary  in  getting  and  re- 
turning them.  After  studying  the  traveling  library  system 
of  Xew  York,  Mr.  Stout  concluded  to  try  the  experiment  of 
adapting  it  to  meet  the  needs  of  isolated  neighborhoods  of  his 
home  county.  He  first  purchased  about  500  volumes,  which 
were  divided  into  sixteen  libraries  of  30  volumes  each.  The 
books  of  the  larg<»r  collection  included  such  of  the  best  books  of 
the  language  as  the  experience  of  all  libraries  proves  are  most 
enjoyed  by  people  of  all  classc^s,  and  a  few  volumes  which  suit 
the  needs  of  more  thoughtful  readers.  The  ruling  thought  in 
selecting  the  books  was  to  get  volumes  which  would  attract 
people  who  read  but  little,  and  to  give  them  both  the  desire 
and  the  opportunity  to  read  good  literature  habitually. 

Each  small  library  was  put  up  in  a  substantial  case  with 
double  doors,  a  lock  and  key,  and  so  carefully  packed  that  it 
could  safely  be  shij>p(»d  by  freight.  It  was  provided  with  a 
complete  but  simple  system  of  blank  records,  so  that  it  could 
be  i>laced  upon  a  table  or  counter,  unlo(*ked,  and  be  ready  for 
as  effective  and  methodical  work  as  any  larger  circulating 
library. 

In  order  to  insure*  good  care  for  the  volumes,  and  a  contin- 
uous local  interest,  the  libraries  were  onlv  sent  to  communi- 
ties  w^hich  organized  a  local  library  association  of  twenty 
members,  who  agieed  to  care  for  the  books  and  to  place  them 
where  they  would  circulate  freely  under  the  simple  library 
rules  prescribed  by  Mr.  Stout.  Each  local  association  elected 
a  secretary,  who  acted  as  its  executive  officer;  and  eac^h  paid  a 
fee  of  one  dollar  for  each  library  as  a  x>artial  payment  of  the 
transportation  charges,  which  were  paid  directly  by  Mr.  Stout. 

Before  the  sixteen  traveling  libraiies  were  ready  to  go  out, 
early  in  the  month  of  May,  places  had  been  jirovided  for  all  of 
them;  and  soon  after  their  distribution  so  many  new  calls 
came  that  Mr.  Stout  jnirchascd  ten  more,  and  nearly  all  were 
sent  out  in  Julv.  As  the  libraries  were  to  be  used  mainlv  bv 
members  of  farmers'  families,  certain  public  documents,  such 
as  the  Farm  Institute  bulletins,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  var- 
ious State  agricultural  societies,  wer(»  sent  out  with  tliem,  to  re- 
main permanently  in  the  custody  of  the  local  association.  The 
citizens  of  ^lenomonie  contributed  large  numbers  of  cox>ies  of 
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the  Harper's.  Scrihncr'Sj  the  Century,  and  other  magazines, 
and  of  the  leading  periodicals  for  eliildren.  These  were  sent 
to  the  libraries,  with  reqnents  to  the  librarians  to  allow  them 
to  circulate  freely,  but  not  to  return  them,  as  fresh  supplies 
would  be  furnished  in  the  future. 

About  two  months  after  the  first  libraries  began  their  work 
most  of  them  were  visited  bv  the  writer.  He  found  them  even 
more  popular  than  had  been  expected.  The  months  of  May 
and  June  are  busy  months  for  Wisconsin  farmers;  but  the  num- 
l)er  of  times  books  were  drawn  from  the  various  libraries 
ranged  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  the  patrons 
were  generally  delighted  with  the  books  drawn.  In  one  small 
hamlet  of  less  than  a  dozen  houses,  surrounded  by  farms,  books 
liad  been  drawn  114  times,  and  nearly  all  by  young  people  from 
sixteen  to  twenty-four  years  of  age.  The  explanation  was 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  community  had  a  good  school  li- 
brary, by  means  of  which  the  children  had  been  trained 
to  a  love  of  reading.  Until  the  ti"a\'eling  library  came,  those 
young  ]>eople  who  had  gone  from  school  were  without  oppor- 
tunity to  gratify  the  book  hunger  aroused  by  their  education. 
Although  most  of  the  schools  in  Dunn  county  are  supplied 
with  Huiall  libraiies,  so  few  are  added  each  year  that  many 
children  are  e^ager  to  draw  books  from  the  traveling  libraries. 
The  librarians  generally  stated  that  the  periodicals,  especially 
the  more  recent  numlxn's,  were  read  with  avidity  by  many  of 
Their  i>atit)n8.  In  one  neighborhood,  friends  of  an  elderly  in- 
valid had  read  to  her  nearly  all  the  short  articles  in  twenty- 
live  old  magazines. 

The  list  of  books  in  one  of  the  libraries  will  give  a  better 
idea  of  its  range  than  a  general  explanation.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows: Ivanhoe,  John  Halifax,  Twice  Told  Tales,  Wreck  of  the 
Grosvenor,  Charles  O^Malley,  Ramona,  A  War'time  Wooing, 
A  lingular  Life,  Hope  Benham,  Oaklcigh,  Cruise  of  the  Canoe 
Vluh,  JAttle  Jarms,  Birds'  Christmas  Carol,  In  the  ChiWs 
World,  My  Arctic  Journal,  Camps  in  the  Rockies.  Boy  Trav- 
(las  in  the  Holy  Land,  Parkman's  La  Salk,  The  Story  of  Nor- 
iniy.  Famous  American  Statesmen,  Ball's  Starland,  First  Prin- 
iipks  of  Agriculture,  Cyclopedia  of  Games  and  Sports,  Bos- 
tn  Cofk-Book,  Ivory  Kirg,  Among  the  Laic-Makcrs,  Franklin 
Square  Song  Book  No.  1,  St.  Nicholas  (two  bound  i>arts). 
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It  is  evident  that  the  opportunity  to  select  books  from  a  num- 
ber of  libraries,  each  covering  as  wide  a  range  of  popular  and 
entertaining  books  as  the  above,  would  give  regular  readers 
nearly  as  wide  opportunities  as  those  enjoyed  by  the  patrons 
of  many  city  libraries,  and  the  restrictions  may  fairly  be 
counted  as  gains  in  some  important  ways. 

While  many  of  the  details  of  the  system  which  Mr.  Stout  is 
following  were  worked  out  by  the  chairman  of  the  Wisconsin 
Free  Library  Commission,  the  burden  of  the  work  is  now  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  Miss  Stella  Lucas,  the  librarian  of  the 
Memorial  library,  of  Menomonie.  Her  intelligent  interest  in 
the  work,  her  professional  knowledge,  and  the  fact  that  she  has 
the  resources  of  a  well  equipped  library  at  her  command,  give 
assurance  of  a  zealous  and  wise  management  of  the  system 
which  should  make  it  permanently  successful. 

A  noteworthy  and  favorable  indication  of  future  success  is 
found  in  the  zeal  of  the  local  librarians.  By  a  process  of 
natural  selection,  the  libraries  seem  to  have  drifted  into  the 
keeping  of  persons  gifted  with  the  special  qualities  needed 
to  make  tliein  pojmlar  and  useful.  Nearly  all  these  people 
show  a  great  interest  in  their  work,  and  an  appreciation  of 
its  possibilities  that  is  not  always  found  where  people  do  simi- 
lar work  for  gain.  About  one-third  of  the  libraries  are  kept 
in  postoffices,  one-half  in  farm  houses,  one  at  a  small  railway 
station,  the  remainder  in  small  stores.  For  the  present, 
these  libraries  will  be  visited  occasionally  by  those  in  charge 
of  the  system ;  and  M^.  Stout  expects  to  use  other  means  to 
contribute  to  the  growth  of  a  professional  spirit  and  enthus- 
iasm among  these  isolated  but  zealous  pickets  of  the  advanc- 
ing library  forces.  All  documents  and  circulars  issued  by  our 
Commission  will  be  sent  to  these  libraries,  as  well  as  to  their 
co-workers  in  the  larger  libraries  of  the  State,  and  there  seems 
good  reason  to  believe  that  in  time  these  isolated  stations  may 
become  centers  for  the  distribution  of  other  information  of 
public  interest. 

In  June  of  this  year,  Mr.  J.  D.  Witter,  of  Grand  Eapids,  sent 
word  to  the  Commission  that  hie  wished  its  aid  in  establishing 
a  traveling  library  system  in  Wood  county.  Mr.  Witter  is  a 
trustee  of  the  T.  B.  Scott  Free  library  of  Grand  Rapids,  and 
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has  contributed  to  it  a  sum  equal  to  that  given  by  its  founder. 
In  order  to  secure  a  permanent  board  of  control,  be  gave  the 
management  of  his   traveling   libraries  to   the  local   library 
board,  contenting  himself  with  giving  some  of  the  necessary 
labor  and  all  the  necessary  money.     He  has  already  purchased 
fifteen  traveling  libraries  of  thirty  volumes  each,  and  confi- 
dently expects  and  hopes  to   be  asked  for  otliers  during  the 
coming  autumn.     Mr.    Witter's    rules   an^  the    same   as  Mr. 
Stout's,  except  that  tlie  former  sends  out  the  books  in  strong 
boxes  and  makes  each  local  library  association  buy  its  own 
book-case  and  pay  all  transportation  charges  upon  the  books. 
As  a  matter  of  convenience  and  economy,  Mr.  Witter  has  made 
a  sufficient  supply  of  suitable  cases  which  he  furnishes  at  cost, 
and  which   are  large  enough  to  accommodate  a  small  perma- 
nent library  in  addition  to  the  books  of  the  traveling  library. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  small  investment  required  will  aid  in  hold- 
ing the  association  together,  and  lead  either  to  a  growing  per- 
manent library  or,  possibly,  to  neighborhood  meetings  for  read- 
ing or  study.    It  is  also  thought  that,  if  the  cost  of  the  trans- 
portation charges  are  paid  by   the   local    associations    more 
care  will  be  taken  to  have  the  boxes  taken  and  returned  by 
neighbors  who  are  making  business  trips  to  the  county  seat. 
There  are  two  or  three  small  villages  in  Wood  county  which 
will  probably  need  a  larger  supply  of  books  than  the  ordinary 
hamlet  and  Mr.  Witter  proposes  to  send  them  two  libraries  at 
each  shipment. 

In  Chippewa  county  Miss  Anna  E.  Schaffer,  the  county  su- 
perintendent, has  gathered  contributions  of  books,  with  the 
help  of  the  Commission,  for  a  small  system  of  traveling  li- 
braries. She  proposes  to  send  these  libraries  to  such  commu- 
nities in  her  county  as  will  found  permanent  local  libraries. 
One  hamlet  has  raised  thirty-seven  dollars  for  such  a  library, 
and  the  money  has  been  expended  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Schaffer  and  the  Commission. 

WTiile  the  free  traveling  libraries  in  Dunn  and  Wood  coun- 
ties have  not  been  established  long  enough  to  yield  elaborate 
statistics,  they  have  proved  that  in  Wisconsin,  as  in  New  York 
and  Michigan,  they  supply  an  urgent  need  that  has  not  been 
supplied    by  any  other  agency.    They  are  carrying  into  hun- 
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dreds  o-f  homes  new  thoughts  and  information,  higher  aspira- 
tions and  ideals,  new  forces  that  ai^e  making  for  a  better  indi- 
^idnal,  family,  aind  social  life.  Their  books  are  warmly  wel- 
comed by  families  whose  doors  are  closed  to  the  reformer  or 
the  missionary.  Hundreds  of  small  communities  in  Wisconsin 
have  attempted  to  do  such  work  for  themselves,  but  have  near- 
ly always  failed.  They  have  raised  money  by  entertainments 
or  private  subscriptions,  and  have  started  libraries  with  high 
hopes.  In  most  cases  their  selection  of  books  has  been  unfor- 
tunate, and  when  the  few  entertaining  books  have  been  read 
by  most  of  the  piiti*ona  and  no  new  volumes  are  added  the  pop- 
ular interest  dies,  and  the  library  is  either  put  in  an  obscure 
plaxje  or  its  volumes  are  scattered.  By  tlie  new  system  only 
wholesome  and  entertaining  books  are  bought,  and  they  are 
constantly  appealing  to  new  readere  until  worn  out  by  use  and 
not  mere  shelf-wear.  Every  six  months  a  library  is  new  to 
some  public,  and  its  arrival  is  a  matter  of  comment  and  draws 
new  interest  to  the  libmry  stiition.  The  books  are  bought  at 
the  lowest  prices  and  substantial  editions  are  selected.  They 
can  be  occasionally  examined  and  repaired,  an  important  econ- 
omy, for  with  books  as  with  clothing  a  "stitch  in  time  saves 
nine."  In  the  making  of  rules  and  regulations  a  wide  body  of 
experience  can  be  drawn  upon,  and  in  the  printing  of  records 
one  set  of  forms  will  do  for  a  large  number  of  editions.  Final- 
ly, it  practically  takes  the  selection  of  the  reading  of  great 
numbers  of  unitrained  readers  from  the  hands  of  blind  chance, 
and  puts  it  in  the  custody  of  trained  experts  who  can  draw  for 
assistance  upon  the  libi*ary  experience  of  the  world.  Our  great 
and  costly  system  of  common  schools  works  unceasingly  to 
teach  childi'en  how  to  read,  and  then  leaves  too  many  of  them 
to  go  throught  their  adult  lives  withxmt  using  that  power  to 
the  best  jmi-pose,  because  of  lack  of  opportunity.  The  traveling 
libraries  offer  an  unexpectedly  cheap,  efficient  and  practicable 
method  of  broadening  our  educational  system  to  include  in  its 
beneficent  purposes  every  one  who  goes  out  from  the  brief 
course  of  our  common  schools,  and  to  enable  them  to  pursue  a 
life-long  system  of  education. 

To  students,  as  well  as  to  readers,  the  traveling  libraries,  if 
properly  equipped,   may  oifer  opportunities   which  could  not 
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otherwise  be  afforded.  Special  libraries  upon  art,  science, 
philosophy,  or  history  may  furnidi  to  scattered  university  ex- 
tension centers,  to  isolated  reading  or  study  dubs,  the  best  and 
latest  literature  ujwn  the  subject  of  their  discussions,  and  give 
to  their  meetings  and  their  work  new  life  and  interest.  To 
the  weak  free  public  library  whose  meager  revenue  is  used  In 
rent  and  fuel  and  salary,  traveling  libraries  would  fumisli  a 
substantial  reason  for  being. 
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WISCONSIN  SUMMER  SCHOOL  Oh  LIBRARY  SCIENCE. 


BY  MAUDE  A.  EARLEY,  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  CHIPPEWA  FALLS. 

The  increased  attendance  at  the  second  session  of  the 
Wisconsin  Summer  School  of  Library  Science  should  in- 
sure the  success  of  the  experiment  undertaken  by  Senator 
Stout  in  1895,  as  it  establishes  a  general  demand  among 
library  workers,  throughout  Wisconsin  and  bordering 
States,  for  a  continuation  of  the  course  of  study  to  be  ob- 
tained at  the  school.  It  has  proven  an  active  and  living 
factor  in  the  promotion  of  library  interests,  and  its  perma- 
nency is  especially  essential  to  the  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  the  smaller  libraries,  whose  limited  facilities 
preclude  the  possibility  of  furnishing  to  librarians,  in  any 
other  way,  the  training  that  is  vital  to  their  successful 
operation. 

The  school  has  thus  far  been  made  possible  through  the 
generosity  of  Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie,  Wiscon- 
sin, who  has  defrayed  all  the  expenses  of  this  new  branch 
of  educational  work  in  connection  with  the  University  of 
Wisconsin.  Whether  its  advantages  will  be  continued,  or 
whether  it  will  be  permitted  to  go  out  of  existence,  is  a 
problem  which  now  seems  to  rest  entirely  with  the  people. 
They  are  the  direct  beneficiaries  of  the  school,  and  should 
hail  it  as  a  valuable  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a  library 
system  which  will  benefit  every  community  having  a 
library,,  and  be  highly  creditable  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin. 

It  should  be  established  permanently,  that  its  wholesome 
influences  may  be  exerted  upon  the  many  new  libraries  that 
are    springing  up  in  every  portion  of  Wisconsin,  as  well 
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as  those  already  established,  but  in  need  of  improvements 
in  their  administration.  Excepting  in  the  larger  cities, 
Wisconsin  libraries  are  largely  in  an  elementary  stage. 
Comparatively  few  of  the  librarians  have  been  afforded  the 
opportunity  for  preparatory  work ;  they  have  no  means  of 
rectifying  the  numerous  errors  which  may  be  committed, 
and  which  are  certain  to  occur  over  and  over  again. 
A  course  of  study  has  been  provided  which  will  give  the 
most  practical,  helpful  results,  in  the  limited  time  that  the 
school  is  in  session ;  and  its  work  has  already  attracted  the 
attention  of  progressive  teachers  everywhere,  who  give  it 
their  unqualified  endorsement. 

The  good  which  may  grow  out  of  this  systematic  train- 
ing cannot  be  measured  in  its  results.  Already,  in  the  two 
years  of  its  existence,  the  influence  of  the  school  is  ap- 
parent in  the  more  approved  methods  now  adopted  by 
libraries  which  have  heretofore  been  sadly  lacking  in  sys- 
tem of  any  description  whatsoever.  Knowledge  of  these 
does  not  come  of  itself;  it  must  be  obtained  through  per- 
sistent study  and  practical  work;  and  the  only  way  that 
seems  to  insure  its  acquirement  is  the  maintenance  of  this 
school  of  library  science,  which  has  already  proven  so  help- 
ful to  librarians. 

Like  that  of  1895,  the  second  session  of  the  school  was 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Katherine  L.  Sharp  of  Armour 
Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago, —  one  whose  trained 
mind,  knowledge  of  librarianship,  and  attractive  person- 
ality, eminently  qualify  her  to  successfully  carry  out  the 
aims  of  the  school.  It  is  impossible  to  point  out  the  many 
benefits  of  the  school  in  this  brief  discussion,  or  to  fully 
outline  the  work  as  laid  down  by  the  instructors.  As  set 
forth  in  the  1895  announcement,  it  was  primarily  for  teach- 
ers, of  but  four  weeks'  duration,  and  very  limited  and  ele- 
mentary in  character.  It  was  found  that  the  course  was 
needed  by  librarians  of  the  smaller  libraries,  and  by  library 
assistants,  and,  in  consequence,  the  work  of  1896  was  along 
broader  lines,  and  the  term  was  lengthened  to  six  weeks, 
thus,  giving  four  weeks  entirely  over  to  cataloguing.     The 
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instruction  in  this  department  was  given  by  Miss  Margaret 
Mann,  cataloguer  of  Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chi- 
cago, with  Miss  Alice  S.  Tyler,  of  the  Cleveland  (Ohio) 
Public  Libi'ary,  and  Miss  Mary  J.  Calkins,  of  Chicago,  as 
assistants,  and  was  very  full  and  complete. 

Instruction,  as  given  in  the  schedule  below,  was  received 
by  a  class  of  twenty-live  persons,  from  nine  different  States, 
and  representing  libraries  varying  in  size  from  one  thous  • 
and  to  one  hundred  thousand  volumes.  Only  four  of  these 
students  were  without  previous  library  experience. 

SCHEDULE. 

Note-taking 1  lesson. 

Ordering  and  accessioning 7  lessons. 

Shelf-listing 3  lessons. 

Loaning 2  lessons. 

Binding 1  lesson     and     two 

visits  to  bindery. 

Repairing 1  lesson. 

Reference  work 13  lessons    and    two 

problems. 

Library  economy  and  history 10  lessons. 

Cutter  classification 12  lessons. 

Dewey    classification  12  lessons. 

Cataloguing 20  lessons. 

Instruction  in  writing  the  "library  hand"  was  given 
throughout  the  course. 

Assuming  that  the  class  was  not  possessed  of  previous 
knowledge  of  library  methods,  the  instruction  followed  the 
treatment  of  the  book  in  logical  order,  from  the  time  it 
was  added  to  the  accession  or  invoice  book,  until  it  had 
been  classified,  catalogued,  loaned  to  reader,  repaired  and 
rebound.  The  work  did  not  end  merely  with  theoretical 
lectures;  but  independent  work,  in  all  departments,  was  ex- 
pected of  each  student.  This  work,  when  carefully  revised, 
was  returned.  Thus  each  one  was  able  to  carry  home  a 
full  set  of  samples,  which  are  invaluable  for  future  refer- 
ence. 

Special  privileges  were  granted  the  class  by  various 
libraries  in  the  city;    helpful  talks  were  given  by  R,  G. 
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Thwaites,  Secretary  of  Wisconsin  Historical  Society;  by 
Mrs.  Theresa  West  Elmendorf,  then  librarian  of  Milwau- 
kee Public  Library;  and  by  P.  A.  Hutchins,  president,  and 
MiBS  L.  E.  Stearns,  secretary,  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Li- 
brary Commission.  An  exhibit  of  library  appliances  was 
made  by  the  Library  Bureau  of  Chicago.  Despite  the 
unprecedented  heat,  oppressive  even  in  Madison,  the  work 
of  the  class  was  steady  and  enthusiastic  throughout ;  and 
all  went  home  feeling  stronger  and  better  able  to  cope  with 
the  problems  with  which  they  meet  in  their  everyday  work . 

It  has  been  thoroughly  demonstrated  that  the  Summer 
School  is  not,  as  was  feared,  "  a  harmful  short  cut  to 
superficial  training, "  but  rather  a  start  in  the  right  direc- 
tion; an  inspiration  to  its  pupils  to  pursue,  independently, 
definite  plans  for  self-education  in  their  chosen  profession 
along  lines  which  have  received  the  endorsement  of  effi- 
cient librarians  everywhere. 

In  conclusion,  I  add  extracts  from  letters  received  from 
Miss  Anna  H.  McDonnell,  librarian  Kellogg  Public  Library, 
Green  Bay,  and  Miss  Margaret  G.  Pierce,  of  the  Cleveland 
(Ohio)  Public  Library,  showing  how  the  school  has  been 
able  to  reach  the  worker  in  both  the  small  and  large 
library. 

Extract  from  Miss  McDonnell's  letter:  "  That  the  Wis- 
consin Summer  School  of  Library  Science  filled  a  long-felt 
want  was  demonstrated  by  the  attendance  of  students  from 
so  many  states  and  from  such  long  distances.  It  may  be 
said  that  all  that  was  taught  there  could  be  learned  from 
experience,  but  experience  is  not  only  the  most  tedious, 
but  the  most  expensive  of  teachers.  Any  library  could 
well  afford  to  pay  the  expenses  of  its  librarian  for  the  six 
weeks'  course,  for  it  would  get  its  return  in  improved 
methods  of  library  administration  and  in  general  efficiency 
and  economy. 

"Not  only  was  the  course  of  great  benefit  to  those  just 
taking  up  library  work,  but  it  might  almost  be  said  that  it 
was  of  still  more  benefit  to  those  librarians  who  had  some 
years'  experience;  for  in  their  cases  it  filled  up  and  rounded 
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out  their  knowledge,  and  gave  them  a  feeling  of  certainty 
in  their  work,  and  of  being  in  unison  with  the  work  being 
done  in  the  best  libraries  in.  the  world.  In  the  world  we 
say  advisedly,  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  methods  of 
American  libraries  are  the  best  in  the  world;  and  the 
course  given  at  the  Summer  School  was  an  epitome  of  all 
that  is  best  in  library  work.  No  department  was  neglected; 
everything,  from  making  out  the  order  for  the  book,  to 
preparing  it  for  circulation  and  cataloguing  it,  was  taken 
up  in  its  order  and  fully  explained.  In  addition  to  all  this, 
lists  of  the  most  valuable  reference  books  were  given, 
which  lists  are  of  the  utmost  value  to  new  or  small  libra- 
ries, lb  is  very  difficult  for  the  librarians  of  small  libraries, 
isolated  as  they  often  are,  to  determine  which  of  several 
reference  books  is  the  best  for  all  purposes.  The  cata- 
logues of  the  large  libraries  are  no  guide,  since  they 
usually  have  several  books  on  the  same  subject,  and  where 
you  can  have  but  one,  it  is  important  to  know  which  one 
to  choose.  These  lists  given  by  Miss  Sharp,  together  with 
her  personal  comments  on  them,  were  therefore  of  the 
greatest  practical  assistance. " 

Miss  Pierce  writes  as  follows:  "People  are  astonished 
that  library  workers  should  require  training,  and  ask  in 
a  bewildered  way  what  I  could  possibly  learn  outside  of 
my  actual  work.  I  learned  for  one  thing,  the  relation  of 
one  branch  of  the  work  to  another.  I  also  learned  to  ex- 
periment, not  blindly  as  before,  but  intelligently  and  with 
hope  of  progress  and  success.  A  new  spirit  was  intro 
duced  into  my  work,  new  pleasure  and  interest, — interest? 
let  me  say  rather  enthusiasm.  The  profession  of  librarian - 
ship  has  a  significance  and  life  I  never  realized  before. " 
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Following  is  a  list  of  students  enrolled  at  the  summer 
school. 


Name. 

Place. 

Library. 

Position. 

Abbott.  Katharine  Li. . 

Elgin,  111 

Gail  Borden, 

public 

Public 

Brown.  Bertha 

Eau  Claire,  Wis.... 

Emporia,  Kas 

Great  Falls,  Mont.. 

Lincoln,  Neb 

Chippewa  Falls, Wis 

Helena,  Mont 

Cleveland,  O 

Madison,  Wis 

Madison,  Wis 

Merrill,  Wis 

Battle  Creek,  Mich . 

Freeport,  111 

Menomonie,  Wis.. . . 
Madison,  Wis 

Loan  a.sst. 
Ass't. 

Clarke,  Elva  E 

Collins,  Mabel 

Collins,  Mary  E 

Earley,  Maude  E 

Gardner,  Mary  C 

Granger,  Anna  C 

Hawley,  Emma  A 

Hough,  Greorgia 

Hughes,  Alice 

KincT,  Anna  C 

Normal  School. 
Valeria,  pub.. . 
State 

Lib'n. 

Ass't. 
Ass't. 

Public 

Lib'n. 

Public 

Ass't. 

Public 

Ref.  lib'n. 

State  Hist.  Soc. 
Public 

Ass't. 
Lib'n. 

T.B.Scott,  pub 
Sanitarium  .... 
Public 

Ass't. 
Lib'n. 

Kunz,  Minna 

Loan  ass't. 

liucas,  Stella 

Mabel  Tainter  . 

Lib'n. 

MacDonald.  Katherine 

Prep,  for 

McDonnell,  Anna  H.. . 

Green  Bay,  Wis 

Fort  Atkinson,  Wis. 
Bkx)mington,  111 . . . 
Council  Bluffs.  la  . . 

Public 

lib.  school. 
Lib'n. 

Nichols.  Sue  C 

Public 

Lib'n. 

Packard,  Ruby 

Peterson,  Georgia 

Pierce,  Marsraret  G 

Poirier,  Lyaia  M 

Pone.  Marv  C 

Withers,  pub.. 

Ass't. 

Cleveland,  O 

Duluth,  Minn 

Helena,  Mont 

Bellefontaine,  O. . . . 

Public 

Ass't. 

Public 

Ass't. 

Public 

Ass't. 

Reagh,  Mary  W 

Stipp,  H.  H 

Prep,  for 

Grinnell,  la 

Lincoln.  Ill 

Iowa  College. . . 
Public 

lib.  school. 
Lib'n. 

Webster.  Ida 

Lib'n. 
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LEGAL  AND  STATISTICAL  ASPECTS  OF  WISCONSIN 

LIBRARIES. 


BY   FLORENCE  ELIZABETH  BAKER,  A.   B.  * 

With  the  establishment  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library 
Commission  in  1895,  the  State  entered  upon  a  new  era  in 
the  history  of  its  public  libraries.  In  the  first  Biennial 
Report  of  the  Commission  it  is  appropriate  that  there  be  a 
resume  of  present  conditions,  not  only  as  a  historical  rec- 
ord, but  as  a  basis  for  future  work.  In  this  resume, 
endeavor  has  been  made  to  mention  all  libraries  in^any 
manner  supported  by  the  people  for  their  own  use  —  save 
only  those  maintained  in  connection  with  Sunday  Schools; 
the  labor  of  gathering  statistics  for  this  latter  class  would 
be  disproportionate  to  the  results.  Most  of  these  are  small 
and  poorly  kept,  although  here  and  there  are  notable  ex- 
ceptions,—  for  instance,  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Chippewa  Falls,  which  will  be  mentioned  under  the  Mis- 
cellaneous !Notes  at  the  close  of  this  article. 

A  careful  perusal  of  the  statistical  tables  presented  here- 
with should  result  in  new  or  renewed  efforts  to  establish 
free  libraries  of  some  sort  in  those  localities  where  there 
is  now  not  a  single  volume  available  for  public  use. 

Of  the  seventy  counties  of  Wisconsin,  twenty-eight  have 
in  their  cities  or  villages  free  public  libraries,  eight  report 
the  maintenance  of  association  libraries,  and  in  seven  the 
public  find  their  only  books  in  college  or  academy  libra- 
ries,—  these  last  being  geaerally  accessible  to  earnest  read- 
ers, even  when  not  students  in  the  institutions. 

In  all,  forty-throe    counties,  with  an  aggregate  popula- 

*  Member  of  State  Historical  Library  Staff. 
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tion  of  1,505,984,  have  public  libraries  of  some  sort  within 
their  bounds;  twenty-five  other  counties,  with  a  population 
of  425,305,  possess  nothing  but  town  and  district  school 
libraries;  of  the  remaining  two  counties,  Forest  reports  no 
books,  even  in  the  schools,  and  Iron  fails  to  report. 

The  outlook  is,  nevertheless,  encouraging.  Small  public 
libraries  are  more  widely  distributed  throughout  the  State 
than  is  currently  supposed;  and  some  of  the  counties  com- 
jjare  favorably  with,  those  of  Massachusetts,  a  State  justly 
famed  for  its  public  libraries.  Dane — which  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  containing  several  State -supported  libraries,  in 
Madison  —  reports  311,000  books  available  for  public  use; 
Milwaukee,  190,000;  Rock,  50,000;  Fond  du  Lac,  40,000; 
five  other  counties  report  about  20,000  each;  following 
these  are  eleven  with  from  10,000  to  15,000  each.  True,  we 
are  still  far  behind  the  high  standard  set  us  by  Massachu- 
setts. In  that  State,  328  towns  maintain  free  libraries, 
which  supply  with  books  98.4  per  cent  of  the  entire  popu- 
lation. In  Wisconsin,  our  thirty- eight  city  and  village  li- 
braries contain  books  for  but  30  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion. 

New  libraries,  however,  are  now  being  organized  at  many 
points  in  Wisconsin,  under  most  favorable  circumstances; 
and  the  near  future  will  doubtless  show  a  very  consider- 
able increase. 

The  history  of  library  legislation  in  Wisconsin  is  accurately 
and  succinctly  given  in  the  Wisconsin  supplement  to  the  Li- 
brary Journal  (New  York)  for  April,  1896,  and  it  need  not 
here  be  repeated.  This  paper  will  attempt  only  to  outline 
the  present  legal  position  of  all  libraries  in  any  way  under 
State  or  municipal  control. 

STATE   LIBRARY   COMMISSION. 

The  Wisconsin  legislature  of  1895  passed  a  law  provid- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  the   Wisconsin  Free  Library 
Commission  (Chap.  314,  Laws  of  1895),  whose  duty  it  is 
"to  give  advice  and  counsel  to  all  free  libraries  in  the 
State,  and  to. all  communities  which  may  propose  to  estab- 
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lish  them,  as  to  the  best  means  of  establishing  and  admin* 
istering  such  libraries,  the  selection  of  books,  cataloguing, 
and  other  details  of  library  management.  The  Commission 
may  also  send  ics  members  to  aid  in  organizing  new  libra- 
ries, or  in  improving  those  already  established. " 

No  member  receives  any  compensation  for  his  services, 
and  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  must  not  exceed  $500 
for  all  the  members.  The  State,  however,  prints  the  bi- 
ennial report. 

FREE  LIBRARIES. 

For  free  libraries  the  law  now  operative  is  as  follows: 

Section  931  of  the  revised  statutes  of  Wisconsin,  as  amended  by  chap- 
ter 173  of  the  laws  of  1893,  as  amended  by  chapter  330  of  the  laws  of 
1895. 

How  established,  —  The  common  council  of  every  city  not  exceeding 
50,000  inhabitants,  and  the  village  board,  or  board  of  trustees,  of  every 
village,  and  the  town  board  of  every  town  containing  over  2,000  inhabi- 
tants, shall  have  power  to  establish  and  maintain  a  public  library  and 
reading-room,  and  for  such  purpose  may  annually  levy  and  cause  to  be 
collected  as  other  general  taxes  are  collected,  a  tax  not  exceeding  one  mill 
on  each  dollar  of  taxable  property  of  such  city,  town  or  village,  or  may  set 
aside  and  appropriate  a  sum  not  to  exceed  10  per  cent,  of  the  money  received 
in  any  year  for  licenses  issued  for  vending  or  dealing  in  spirituous,  vinous, 
or  fermented  liquors,  to  constitute  a  library  fund,  which  fund  shall  be 
kept  by  the  treasurer,  separate  and  apart  from  other  money  of  the  city, 
town  or  village,  and  to  be  used  exclusively  for  such  purposes;  provided, 
that  no  tax  shall  be  levied  without  the  same  be  first  submitted  to  a  vote, 
and  be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  such  election  in  such 
city,  town  or  village,  on  such  question. 

Directors:  how  appointed^  vacancies. —  Section  932:  For  the  gov> 
ernment  of  such  library  and  reading-room  there  shall  be  a  board  of  nine 
directors,  appointed  by  the  mayor  of  such  city,  the  president  of  such  vil- 
lage, or  the  chairman  of  such  town,  with  the  approval  of  the  respective 
common  council,  village  board,  or  town  board,  from  among  the  citizens 
thereof  at  large;  and  not  more  than  one  member  of  the  council,  or  village 
or  town  board  shall  at  any  one  time  be  such  director.  Such  directors  shall 
hold  their  office  for  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  the 
appointment,  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed;  but  upon  their  first 
appointment  they  shall  divide  themselves,  at  their  first  meeting,  by  lot^ 
into  three  classes,  one-third  for  one  year,  one- third  for  two  years,  and  one- 
third  for  three  years,  and  their  terms  shall  expire  accordingly.    All  vacan- 
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cies  shall  be  immediately  reported  by  the  directors  to  the  proper  council, 
town  or  village  board,  and  be  filled  by  appointment  in  like  manner,  and  if 
an  unexpired  term,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  only.  No  compensation 
whatever  shall  be  paid  or  allowed  any  director. 

Officers  and  duties  of  directors, — Section  933:  Said  directors  shall, 
immediately  after  their  appointment,  meet  and  organize,  by  the  election 
of  one  of  their  number  president,  and  by  the  election  of  such  other  offi- 
cers as  they  may  deem  necessary.  They  shall  make  and  adopt  such  by- 
laws, rules,  and  regulations  for  their  own  guidance  and  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  library  and  reading-room,  as  may  be  expedient,  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  chapter.  They  shall  have  exclusive  control  of  the 
expenditures  of  all  moneys,  collected  for  the  library  fund,  and  the 
supervision,  care  and  custody  of  the  rooms  or  buildings  constructed, 
leased  or  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  and  such  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury,  by  the  proper  officers,  upon  the  properly  authenticated 
voucher  of  the  board  of  directors,  without  being  otherwise  audited.  They 
may,  with  the  approval  of  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  such  city, 
the  town  board  of  such  town,  or  the  president  and  village  board  of  such 
village,  without  which  no  lease,  purchase  or  contract  therefor  shall  be  of 
any  validity,  lease  and  occupy,  or  purchase,  or  erect  on  purchased  grounds, 
an  appropriate  buildinfi:,  not,  however,  employing  in  such  purchase  or 
building  more  than  half  the  income  in  any  one  year.  They  may  appoint  a 
librarian  and  assistants,  and  prescribe  rules  for  their  conduct. 

Librarif  to  he  /ree.— Section  934:  Every  library  and  reading  room 
established  under  this  chapter  shall  be  forever  free  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  town,  or  village  where  located,  always  subject  to 
such  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  as  the  library  board  may  find  neces- 
sary to  adopt  and  publish,  in  order  to  render  the  use  of  said  library  and 
reading  room  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  greatest  number;  and  they 
may  exclude  and  cut  oflf  from  the  use  of  said  library  and  reading-room  any 
and  all  persons  who  shall  wilfully  violate  such  rules. 

Annual  report, —  Section  935:  The  said  board  of  directors  shall  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  city  council,  town  board,  board  of  trustees  or  vil- 
lage board,  stating  the  condition  of  their  trust,  the  various  sums  of  money 
received  from  the  library  fund,  and  from  all  other  sources,  and  how  such 
money  has  been  exi)ended;  the  number  of  books  and  periodicals  on  hand; 
the  number  added  by  purchase,  gift,  or  otherwise  during  the  year;  the 
number  lost  or  missing;  the  number  of  books  loaned  out  and  the  general 
character  and  kind  of  such  books,  with  such  other  statistics,  information, 
and  suggestions  as  they  may  deem  of  general  interest. 

Donations,  etc,  to  vest  in  board, —  Section  936:  All  persons  desirous 
of  making  donations  of  money,  personal  property,  or  real  estate  for  the 
benefit  of  such  library,  shall  have  the  right  to  vest  the  title  to  the  money, 
pttsonal  property,  or  real  estate  so  donated,  in  the  board  of  directors  cre- 
ated tinder  this  chapter,  to  be  held  and  controlled  by  such  board,  when  ac- 
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cepted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  deed  or  gift,  devise,  or  bequest  of 
such  property,  and  as  to  such  property  the  said  board  shall  be  held  and 
considered  to  be  special  trustees. 

SCHOOL   LIBRARIES. 

The  law  under  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  school 
libraries  have  been  bought,  was  that  of  1887,  or  its  amended 
form  (Chap.  47,  Laws  of  1895).    Its  provisions  are  as  follows : 

Funth/or  llhrari/.—l.  The  treasurer  of  each  town  in  this  state  shall 
withhold  annually  from  the  money  received  from  the  school  fund  income 
for  the  several  school  districts  whose  school-houses  are  located  in  the 
town  of  which  he  is  the  treasurer,  an  amount  equal  to  ten  cents  for  each 
person  of  school  ago  residing  in  such  districts,  for  the  purchase  of  bof)ks  as 
hereinafter  provided. 

Books,  how  jn/rcfiascfL — 2.  Between  the  tenth  day  of  July  and  the 
thirty-first  day  of  August  in  each  year,  the  town  clerk,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  shall  expend  all  money  withheld 
by  the  town  treasurer  as  provided  by  section  1,  of  this  act,  in  the  purchase 
of  books  selected  from  the  lists  prepared  by  the  state  superintendent  as 
hereinafter  provided,  for  the  use  of  the  several  school  districts  from  which 
money  has  been  so  withheld,  and  he  shall  distribute  the  books  thus  se- 
lected and  purchased,  among  the  several  school  districts,  in  proportion  to 
the  sums  of  money  withheld  from  each. 

List  of  hooks  prepared. — ^3.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  state 
superintendent  to  prepare  annually  or  biennially,  as  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary, lists  of  books  suitable  for  use  in  school  district  libraries,  and  furnish 
copies  of  such  lists  to  each  town  clerk  and  each  county  superintendent, 
as  often  as  the  same  shall  be  published  or  revised,  from  which  lists  the 
several  town  clerks  shall  select  and  purchese  books  for  use  in  the  public 
school  libraries  in  the  several  town^i  of  the  state  as  provided  in  this  act. 

Tonni  clerk^a  duty  as  to  hooks.  — ^,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  town 
clerk  to  keep  a  complete  record  of  the  books  purchased  by  bim  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  several  school  districts,  in  a  record  book  furnished  by  the 
state  superintendent  upon  application;  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  from 
time  to  time,  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to  collect  and  redistribute  among 
the  several  school  districts  the  books,  purchased  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  for  first  distribution,  to  the  end 
that  each  district  may  have  the  use  of  all  books  purchased  for  use  in  the 
school  district  libraries  of  the  town.  For  such  services  properly  rendered, 
the  town  clerk  shall  be  allowed  the  usual  per  diem  of  two  dollars  for  the 
time  actually  and  necessarily  spent. 

Who  to  be  librarian  —  When  act  not  to  operate, —  5.  Unless  the 
school  district  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting,  elect  some  other  person  to  be 
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librarian  of  the  district,  the  district  clerk  shall  cact  as  librarian  for  the  dis- 
trict and  shall  receive  and  have  the  care  and  custody  of  the  books,  distrib- 
uted to  the  district,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  loan 
them  to  teachers,  pupils  and  other  residents  of  the  district  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the  state  superintendent.  It 
is  further  provided  that  during  the  jjcriods  that  the  school  is  in  session  the 
library  shall  be  placed  in  the  school  house  and  the  toacher  shall  act  as 
librarian  under  the  supervision  of  the  district  clerk  or  of  the  librarian 
elected  at  the  annual  raeeting.  The  state  superintendent  shall  have  au- 
thority to  suspend  the  operation  of  this  act  for  any  year  in  any  or  every 
town,  by  giving  due  notice  of  such  suspension  for  the  respective  town 
clerks  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  June. 

Farm  bulletins, — 6.  The  superintendent  of  farm  institutes  shall  de- 
posit, each  year,  with  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  copies  of  the  farm  institute  bulletin  to  supply  every  pub- 
lic school  library  of  the  state  with  one  copy  of  each  edition  of  said  bulletin, 
which  bulletins  the  state  superintendent  shall  send  to  the  various  town 
clerks  who  shall  distribute  them  to  the  public  school  libraries  of  the  schools 
io  their  respective  towns,  from  which  libraries  the  said  bulletins  snail  be 
loaned  in  like  manner  arid  under  the  same  regulations  prescribed  for  the 
loaning  of  books  from  the  public  school  libraries  of  the  state. 

Many  districts,  however,  still  prefer  to  purchase  books 
which  are  to  be  exclusively  their  own.  The  board  have 
power  to  do  this  uader  Chapter  27,  Sec.  436,  R.  S.  (as 
amended  by  Chap.  93,  Laws  of  1885).  Some  districts  raise 
money  by  entertainments  of  various  kinds,  and  in  time  ac- 
cumulate creditable  libraries.  Boscobel,  for  instance,  has 
eleven  hundred  books. 

All  possible  aid  and  encouragement  is  given  by  the  State 
Sui)erintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  the  work  of 
acquiring  a  library  for  every  public  school.  Lists  of 
recommended  book  -  are  annually  published,  and  a  most  inter- 
esting model  library,  suitable  for  children  and  youth,  is  kept 
for  inspection  in  the  superintendent's  ofl&ce  at  Madison. 

WISCONSIN   LIBRARY   STATISTICS. 

No  pains  have  been  spared  to  insure  accuracy  in  the  fol- 
lowing tables.  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  Secretary  of  the  Li- 
brary Commission,  collected  for  the  Wisconsin  Supplement 
of  the  Library  Journal  for  April,  1896,  statistics  of  many  of 
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the  free  public  and  association  libraries.  With  this  prelimin- 
ary work  as  a  basis,  circular  letters  were  sent  by  the  His- 
torical Society  to  aU  county  superintendents  of  schools, 
asking  for  the  following  information : 

1.  A  list  of  all  free  public  libraries  in  your  county,  or 
the  section  of  county  over  which  you  have  jurisdiction, 
with  the  postoffice  address,  if  practicable,  of  the  librarian 
or  other  officer  in  charge. 

2.  A  list  of  all  proprietary  libraries  —  such  as  those  of 
Mechanics',  Young  Men's,  or  other  associations. 

3.  A  list  of  colleges  or  academies  in  your  county,  which 
presumably  have  libraries. 

Prompt  and  helpful  replies  were  received  from  nearly  all 
of  these  officials, —  a  class  of  public  servants  who  are  already 
overburdened  with  petty  details.  We  thank  them  for  their 
kindly  interest  in  this  inquisition. 

The  reports  sent  in  by  county  and  city  superintendents,  and 
the  heads  of  private  schools,  to  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  have  also  been  freely  drawn  upon  for 
the  purposes  of  this  article.  We  take  pleasure  in  acknowl- 
edging here  the  uniform  courtesy  and  constant  helpfulness 
of  Superintendent  Emery  and  his  staff.  For  the  reports  of 
the  libraries  in  the  State  institutions  we  are  indebted  to 
D.  S.  Comly,  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Control. 

The  librarians  throughout  the  State  have  also  sent  us  full 
reports  of  their  libraries,  many  details  of  which  we  re- 
gret are  unavailable  for  present  use,  but  will  be  of  use  to 
the  Commission;  their  letters  are  on  file,  and  present  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  library  work  at  the  present  time. 
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Libraries  loholly  or  in  part  supported  by  the  State, 


Name  of  Library. 


State  (law) 

State  Historical  Society* 

State  University  f 

Academy  of  Sciences,  Arts,  and 

Letters 

Normal  Schools — 

Milwaukee 

Oshkosh 

Platteville 

River  Falls 

Stevens  Point 

Superior  J 

Whitewater 

State  Institutions — 

State  Hospital  for  Insane 

Northern  Hospital  for  Insane 

Indu-strial  School 

State  Prison 

School  for  Blind 

Schfx>l  for  Deaf 


Madison. 
Madison. 
Madison. 

Madison, 


Milwaukee  . . . 

Oshkosh 

Platteville.... 
River  Falls . . . 
Stevens  Point 


Total 


Whitewater. 

Madison. . . . 

Oshkosh 

Waukesha. . 

Waupun 

Janesville. . 
Delavan 


•  Practically,  tho  miscoUanpous  Stat(»  Library. 

"t*  Includinf?  Law  School  and  Astronomicpl  libraries. 

X  School  recently  orj^anized ;  no  report. 


Number  of 
volumes. 


29,251 

182,000 

55,000 

18,000 

2,400 
7,750 
5,600 
9,000 
3,950 


4,250 

2,566 
2,105 
750 
1,150 
3,026 
2,400 


329, 198 
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Free  Circulating  Libraries, 


Name  of  Library. 


Vaughn  

Bayfield  Public 

Williams  Free 

Belleville  Free 

Beloit  Public 

Berlin  Public 

Black  River  Falls  Public  . , 

Brodhead  Free 

Chippewa  Falls  Public 

De  Pere  Public 

Eau  Claire  Public 

Fond  du  Lac  Free  Public. . 

Fort  AtkJnson  Public 

T.  B.  Scott  Free  Public . . . . 

Green  Bay  Public 

Hay  ward   Free 

Janesville  Free  Public  

Kenosha  Public 

La  Crosse  Public 

Madison  Free 

Marinette  Public 

Menasha  Free  Public 

Memorial  Free 

Menomonie  City 

T.  B.  Scott  Free 

Milwaukee  Public 

Mineral  Point  Free 

Monroe  Public 

Neenah  Public 

Oconomowoc  Public 

Oshkosh  Public 

Rice  Lake  Public  * 

Sheboygan  Public 

Sparta  Free 

Joseph  Mann  Public 

Washburn  Free  Public 

Harwood   Public 

Superior  Pubic 


City  or  Village. 


Total 


Ashland 

Bayfield 

Beaver  Dam 

Belleville 

Beloit 

Berlin , 

Black  River  Falls 

Brodhead , 

Chippewa  Falls . . . 

De  Pere , 

Eau  Claire 

F'ond  du  Lac 

Fort  Atkinson 

Grand  Rapids 

Green  Bay 

Hay  ward 

Janesville 

Kenosha 

La  Crosse 

Madison 

Marinette 

Menasha 

Menomonie 

Menomonie 

Merrill 

Milwaukee 

Mineral  Point 

Monroe 

Neenah 

Oconomowoc 

Oshkosh  

Rice  Lake 

Sheboygan 

Sparta 

Two  Rivers 

Washburn 

Wauwatosa 

West  Superior. . . 


Population. 


12 
1 
5 

7 

2 
1 
9 
4 

18 

13 
2 
2 

18 
3 

12 
8 

28 

15 

15 
6 
6 
6 
8 
249 
3 
3 
5 
3 

26 
3 

21 
3 
3 
5 
2 

26 


,310 
,368 
,042 

400 
,786 
,279 
,068 
,717 
,196 
,292 
,637 
,051 
,815 
,043 
,280 
,741 
,971 
,182 
,769 
,950 
,286 
,154 
,198 
,198 
,607 
,290 

136 
,843 
,781 
,178 
,947 
,162 
,130 
,511 
,593 
,178 
,755 
,168 


Number  of 
Volumes. 


3,500 
1,300 
5,564 
1,495 
1,554 
1,600 
1,600 
700 
3,045 
1,700 
6,000 

14,640 
1,571 
2,759^ 
4,700 
2,000 

10,000 
2,000 

13,000 

14,393 
3,800 
839 
0,121 
3,413 
3,630 

89,223 
1,65a 
3,538 
5,600 
1,806 
3,000 

'5,150 
3,348 
1,700 
2,000 
2,500 
9,955 

240,394 


♦Recently  organized;  no  report. 
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Association  Libraries. 


Name  of  Library. 


Cong.  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  Free. 

Columbus  Library  Associ- 
ation   

Ladies'  Library  Association 

De  Pere  Temple  of  Honor . 

Florence  Public 

Howard 

Lake  Greneva  Public 

Milwaukee  Law  Library 
A.ssociation 

Milwaukee  Turn-Verein . . . 

Neillsville  Library  Ass'n  . . 

Presbyterian  church 

Ripon 

Hillyer 

Whitewater  Public 


City  or  Village. 


Clintonvillo 


Total 


Columbus 

Dallas 

De  Pere 

Florence  

Gilmanton  . . 
Lake  Geneva 

Milwaukee  . . 
Milwaukee  . . 
Neillsville  . . . 

Phillips 

Ripon 

Waupun 

Whitewater  . 


Population.    Number  of 
*^  volumes. 


1,521 

2,287 
1,133 
4,292 
1,551 
3,723 
2,452 

249,290 
249,290 
2,206 
1,652 
4,380 
3,216 
3,799 


503 

2,500 
300 
200 
350 

3,000 
328 

6,000 
5,700 
656 
600 
1,896 
8,000 
1,400 


31,433 


College  or  Academy  Libraries 
(Not  otherwise  enumerated). 


Name  of  institution. 


City  or  village. 


Lawrence  University 

Beloit  College 

St.  John's  Military  Academy. . . 

C.  E.  Academy 

Mission  House 

Hillside  Home  School 

Milton  College 

Concordia  College 

German  English  Academy 

Marquette  College 

Milwaukee  Academy 

Milwaukee  and  Downer  College 
Nat'l     Germ.-Amer.    Teachers' 

Seminary 

St.  Lawrence  College 

Mt.  H  oreb  Academy 

N  asbotah  House 

Sacred  Heart  College 

Racine  College 

Home  School 

St.  Catharine's  Academy 

Ripon  College 

Catholic  Normal  School  and  Pio 

Nono  College 

St.  Clara  Female  Academy 

Btoughton  Academy 

Northwestern  University 

Sacred  Heart  College 

Carroll  College 


Apple  ton . . 

Beloit 

Delafield  . . 
Endeavor  . 
Franklin  . . 
Hillside  . . . 

Milton 

Milwaukee 
Milwaukee 
Milwaukee 
Milwaukee 
Milwaukee 


Milwaukee 

Mt.  Calvary 

Mt.  Horeb 

Nashotah 

Prairie  du  Chien 

Racine 

Racine 

Racine 

Ripon  


St.  Francis 

Sinsinawa . . 

Stoughton 

Watertown 

Watertown 

Waukesha 


Number  of 
Volumes. 


15,263 
26,500 
1,500 
1,200 
5, 670 
3,200 
4,681 
5,000 
1,243 
10, 170 
1,070 
3,895 

1,700 

1, 212 

200 

10,000 
3,000 

11,000 
4,000 
3, 025 
7,885 

1,852 
3,000 
3,198 
620 
1,500 
7,000 


Total 


138,584 
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Libraries  in  City  Schools, 


Cities. 


Antigo* 

AppletoD 

Ashland 

Baraboo 

Beaver  Dam 

Beloit 

Berlin 

Brodhead 

Chippewa  Falls . 

Columbus 

De  Pere 

Eau  Claire* 

Fond  du  Lac 

Grand  Rapids  . . . 

Green  Bay 

Hudson 

Janesville 

Kaukauna  

Kenosha 

La  Crosse 

Madison 

Marinette 

Menasha 

Menomonie 

Merrill* 

Milwaukee 

Mineral  Point 

Neenah 

New  London 

Oconto 

Onalaska 

Oshkosh 

Portage 

Prairie  du  Chien 

Racine 

Reedsburg 

Rice  Lake 

Ripon 

Sheboygan  

Stevens  Point 

Sturgeon  Bay. . . . 

Superior* 

Tomahawk* 

Watertown 

Waupaca 

Wausau 

Whitewater 


Total 


Population. 


5,002 

14,641 

12,310 

5,484 

5,042 

7,786 

4,279 

1,717 

9,196 

2,287 

4,292 

18,637 

13, 051 

2,043 

18,290 

3,338 

12,971 

5,451 

8,122 

28,769 

15,950 

15,286 

6,154 

6,198 

8,607 

249,290 
3,136 
5,781 
2,494 
6,017 
1.634 
26,947 
5,419 
3,286 

24,889 
2,116 
3,162 
4,380 

21,130 
8,995 
2,790 

26,168 
2,296 
9,922 
2,823 

11,013 
3,799 


Number  of 
Volumes. 


4,662 
549 
900 
128 
900 

1,600 
678 

3,364 
350 
650 


258 
340 

1,447 
400 
367 

1,125 
562 

1,500 

1,330 
425 
985 

1,000 


49. 947 

1,000 

400 

560 

500 

200 

3,412 

743 

800 

3, 576 

523 

181 

500 

6,403 

1,118 

750 


1,048 
390 
606 

1,200 


97,377 


♦Failed  to  report. 
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Township  and  District  School  Libraries. 

(The  reports  from  township  libraries  indicate  books  received  since  passage 
of  law  in  1887.  It  is  quite  evident  that  in  several  cases,  where  the  num- 
bers of  books  in  both  district  and  town  libraries  are  reported  equal,  there 
has  been  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  officials  reporting  to  the 
superintendent,  and  that  the  total  number  of  books  in  the  town  has  been 
attributed  to  each  class.  This  apparent  duplication  seriously  affects  many 
of  the  county  totals,  making  them  larger  than  warranted  by  the  facts.) 


Adams  County — 

Adams 

Big  Flats 

CJolburn 

Dell  l^airie . . . 

Easton 

Jackson 

Leola 

Lincoln 

Monroe 

New  Chester 

New  Haven 

Preston 

Quincy 

Richfield 

Rome 

Springville 

Strong's  Prairie. 


DiH,  Town, 
35      200 


10 

125 

126 

46 

10 

118 

•  •  ■  • 

90 
206 

>  •  •  • 

86 


Totals 


144 
277 

35  1,438 


Barron  County — 

Barron  (city) 

Barron 

Cedar  Lake 

Chetek  (city) 

Chetek 

Clinton 

Cumberland  (city) 

Cumberland 

Dallas 

Doure 

Maple  Grove 

Oak  Grove 

Prairie  Farm 


450 


12 


20 

50 

119 

350 

151 

•  •  •  • 

321 
38 
180 
104 
200 

•  •  •  • 


Barron  Co. —  con. 

Stanfold 

Stanley 

Sumner 

Turtle  Lake 

Vance  Creek 


Dist 


Town. 
58 
18 
83 
69 
19 


Totals 469  1,780 

Bayfield  County — 

Bayfield 900      900 

Drummond 

Iron  River 1(X) 

Mason 361 

Washburn 1,000  1,000 


Total 1,900  2,361 


Brown  County — 

Allouez 87 

Ashwaubenon 32        32 

Bellevue 183      183 

De  Pere 131      128 

DePere(city) 1,(X)0     .... 

Eaton 

Glenmore 159      150 

Green  Bay 282 

Holland 112     .... 

Howard 

Humboldt 104      470 

Lawrence 40      118 

Morrison 550 

New  Denmark 109 

Pittsfield 

Preble 122      122 


if*.j..-- 
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Brovk  Co.— con. 

Rockl&nd 

Scott 

Bu&mico 

WrightatowD  . . 
West  DePere.. 


V1BC0N8IN  LIBBABT   COUMiaSIOM. 


....  1,000 
Totals 3.062  4.487 


Buffalo  CouHrr— - 

Alma  (city) 614     . . 

Belvidere 1 

Bnff&lo 1 

BuBalo  (city) 

Canton 

Cross 2 

Fountain  City   567      6 

GilmaDtoD 1 

Glencoe 2 

Lincoln i: 

Maxville 

Milton 

Modena 24 

Mondovi 1 

Mondovi  (city) 268     .. 

Montana 

Naples 

NeLwn 27     . . 

Waumandee 52      3 

Total l,42i  2,6 


BuRNBTT  County— 

Qraateburg  (vill.) 

Urantsburg 

Marshland 87a 

Rusk 33 

Trade  Lake 246 

Wood  Lake 264 

Totals 1,421 


Calumet  Couhty-       Diet.  Tc 

Brillion 

Brillion  (vill.) 

Brothertown 40 

Charlestown 24 

Chilton 

Chilton  (city) £70 

Hiirrlaon 

NewHolstein 389 

Bantoul 

Stockbridge 

Woodville 


Totals.. 


Chippewa  Cocntf- 


Arthur 

Auburn 81     .... 

Big  Bend 338     .... 

Bloomer HC 

Cleveland 

Colburn 

Cadott  (vill.) 300       48 

Eagle  Point 82 

Edson 521      235 

Flambeau 

La  Fayette 55     .... 

Lawrence 73    .... 

Sigel 329       65 

Tilden  24        85 

Wheaton 158      163 

Totals 1,959      827 


Clark  Coohty — 
Abbotsford  (vill.).. 

Beaver 

Colby 

Colby  (city) 

Eaton 

Fremont 

Grant 

Green  GroTO 
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Clark  Co. —  con. 

Greenwood 

Hewitt 

Hixon 

Hoard 

Levis 

Loyal 

Loyal  (vill.) 

Lynn 

May  ville 

Mead 

Mentor 

Neillsville 

Pine  Valley 

Reseburg 

Sherman 

Sherwood  Forest 

Thorp 

Thorp  (vill.) 

Unity 

Warner 

Washburn 

Weston 

Withee 

Worden 

York 


Dist,  Town, 


75 


29 


24 
32 


55 


71        20 


85 
5 

281        25 
250 

28 


32 


144 

20 

130 


Columbia  Co. —  con.     Diet,  Town. 


47 


5 
30 


Totals 780  1,664 


Columbia  County — 

Arlington 116 

Caledonia 

Columbus 

Courtland 

Dekorra 

Ft.  Winnebago 

Fountain  Prairie 

Hampden 

Leeds 

Lewiston 

Lodi 

Lowville 

Marcellon 

Newport 52 


34 


55 


221 


131 

55 

390 


272 

38^ 
46! 


Otsego 

Pacific 

Pardeeville 

Poynette 593 

Randolph 175 

Randolph  (vill.) 50 

Rio 14 

Scott 40 

Springvale 

West  Point 

Wyocena 


336 
17 


46 
14 
37 

»  •  •  • 

235 
343 


Totals 1,151  1,985 


Crawford  County — 

Bridgeport 

Clayton 80 

Eastman 

Freeman 132 

Haney 160 

Lynxville  (vill.) 

Marietta 

Prairie  du  Chien 

Scott 

Seneca 

Soldiers'  Grove  (vill.). 

Utica 

Wauzeka 38 

Wauzeka  (vill.) 50 


11 
499 
50 
75 
54 

■  •  •  • 

76 
20 
59 

161 
30 

437 
26 


Totals 460  1,498 


Dane  County,  Ist  District — 

Albion 

Blcx)ming  Grove 

Bristol 

Burke 

Christiana 

Cottage  Grove 

Deorfield 

Deerfield  (vill.) 

Dunkirk 

Dunn 


*  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

103 
49 
24 


252 
108 

55 
384 
977 

67 
127 

•  •  •  • 

563 

58 
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Dane  Co.,  1st  Dist.—  con. 

I>ist.  Town. 

Medina 325 

Pleasant  Springs 509 

Rutland 160 

Stoughton  (city) 350  .... 

Sun  Prairie  (vill.) ....      341  377 

Vienna 

Waunakee  (vill.) 

Westport 26 

Windsor 87  364 

York 129 

Totals »4  4,583 

Da.VE  CoL'NTlf,  2r>  DlSTBICT — 

Belleville  (Till.) 15  14 

Berry 99  36 

BlackEarth 295 

Blue  Mounds 34  86 

CroasPlains 67  72 

Dane 48  319 

Fitchburg 282 

Madison 90  211 

Mazomanie 130  118 

Middleton Iffi  94 

Montrose 88 

Oregon 188  363 

Perry 34  34 

Primrose 90  89 

Roxbury 223 

Springdale 132  49 

Springfield 53 

Vermont 368 

Verona 63 

Totals 1,052  2,851 

Do DOE  County — 

Ashtppun 132  220 

Beaver  Dam 55  323 

Burnett 53     

Calamus 46     

Chester 6  .... 


40      174 

16      127 


DoDOB  Co.— con. 

Clyman 

Elba 

Emmett 

Fox  Lake 25  .... 

Fox  Lake  (Till.) 250  .... 

Herman 40  87 

Hubbard 464  135 

Hustisford 198  97 

Lebanon 99  197 

LeRoy 15  .... 

Lomira 16 

Lowell 40  699 

Mayville  (city) 173  .... 

Oak  Grove 95  388 

Portland 67  525 

Randolph  (east  ward) 

ReeseTille(viII.) 132  .... 

Rubicon 11     

Shields 120  .... 

Theresa 135  119 

Trenton 

Waupun  (south  ward)      270    

Westford 

WilliamstowD 15     

Totals 2,525  3,130 


DooK  County — 
Bailey's  Harbor. 

Brussels 

Clay  Banks 

Egg  Harbor 

ForestTille 

Gardner 

Gibraltar 

Jacksooport .... 
Liberty  Grove  . . 

Niiaewaupee 

Sevastopol     

Sturgeon  Bay , . . 
Union 


Washingtot: 
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Douglas  County—        Dist  Town. 


Brule 

Gordon 

Nabagamain 
Superior 


79 
24 


Totals 


Dunn  County — 

Colfax 

Dunn 

Eau  Galle 

Elk  Mound . . . . 

Grant 

Hay  River 

Lucas 

Menomonie 

New  Haven . . . , 
Otter  Creek . . . . 

Peru 

Red  Cedar  . . . . 

Rock  Creek 

Sand  Creek 

Sheridan 

Sherman 

Spring  Brook . . 

Stanton 

Tainter 

Tiffany 

Wenton 

Wilson 


257 

323 

19 


35 


418 


384 
56 


79 

48 

211 

224 


103      562 


257 

300 

•  •  •  • 

170 
265 

I  •  •  • 

52 


240 
242 

»  •  •  • 

93 
404 

>  •  •  • 

26 
111 
131 


Totals 1,522  2,460 


Eac  Claire  County 

Augusta 

Altoona 

Brunswick 

Bridge  Creek 

Clear  Creek 

Drammen 

Pairchild 

Lincoln 


298 


8 
225 
227 
526^ 
1181 


Eau  Claire  Co.— con.  Di8t.  Town, 

Ludington 78 

Otter  Creek 379 

Pleasant  Valley 50 

Seymour , 37 

Union 408 

Washington 580 

Totals 298  2,676 

Florence  County — 

Commonwealth 166 

Florence 1,143  .... 

Homestead 12  

Totals 1,155      166 

Fond  du  Lac  County  — 

Alto 208 

Ashford 275 

Auburn 72 

Byron 69 

Calumet 23        94 

Eden 225 

Eldorado 

Empire 

Fonddu  Lac 

Forest 

Friendship 30      107 

Lamartine 25       65 

Marshfield 

Metomen 830      830 

Oakfield 36      120 

Osceola 

Ripon  

Rosendale 38 

Springvale 26      305 

Taycheedah 84      114 

Waupun 273        83 

Waupun  (northward)     273 

Totals 1,327  2,878 
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Qrant  Couhty- 

BeetowD 

Bloom  infi^n . . 

Baecobel , 

CassTille 

Castle  Rock... 

CliftoD 

Etlenboro 

Fennimore 

Glen  Haven... 
Harrison 
Hazel  Green.. 
Hickory  Grove 
Jaiueatown 


Liberty 

Little  Grant.. 

Marion 

Millville 

Mount  Hope. . 
Mount  Ida... . 

Muscoda 

Paria 

Patch  GroTc. 
PlatteviUe  . . . . 

Potoai 

Smeber 

Waterloo .... 
Watertown  . . 
WlBgvillo  . . . . 
Woodman  . . . 
Wyal  using 


Totals 2,881  2,5il 


Grerh  Coumtv - 

Adame 

Albany 

Brooklyn 

Cadiz 

Decatur 

Eseter 


Ghebn  Co.— con. 
Jefferson 

Monroe 

Monroe  (city). . 
Ml.  I'leiLHant... 

New  Glarus 

Spring  Grove . . 

Sylvester 

Washington  . . . 
York 

Totals 3,543      614 

Grekn  Lake  County  — 

Berlin 

Brooklyn 50      382 

Green  Lake 

Mackford 

Manchester 231 

Marquette 182 


Princeton  ... 

Seneca  

Ste.  Marie... 
Totals.. . . 

Brighani 

Clyde 

Dodgeville.., 
Dodgeville  (city).. 

Eden 

Highland . . 

Linden  

Mifflin  .... 
Mineral  Point  . . . 
Moscow  . , . 

Pulaski 

Ridgeway  . 
Wa  Id  wick.. 
Wyoming  . . 

Total  . . 
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Jackson  County  —       Dist 


Town, 


Albion 

Alma 

BearBlufif 

Black  River  Falls .... 

Brockway 

City  Point 

Cleveland 

Curran 

Franklin 

Garden  Valley 10 

Grarfield 

Hixton 61 

Irvinj^ 113 

Knapp 229 

Manchester 

Melrose 20 

Millston 

Northfield 

Springfield 


171 

468 

10 

I  ■  •  • 

175 
231 

K   •   •   • 

102 
216 
305 

91 
262 
113 
198 
601 

90 
143 
355 


Di8t.  Town. 
....       112 


Totals 4a3  3,902 


jEFFKR.so:f  County  — 

Aztalan 

Cold  Spring 

Concord 

Farmington 

Hebron 

Ixonia 

Jefferson 

Jefferson  (city) 

Koshkonong  

Lake  Mills 

Milfonl 

Oakland . 

Palmyra 

Sullivan 

Sumner 

Waterloo 

Waterloo  'vill.) 

Watertown 


41 
181 
123 
141 
177 
102 
540 
962 
1,540 
100 
197 

•  •  ■  • 

898 


70 
26 

141 

I  •  •  • 

71 


111 

I  •  •  • 

42 
80 
88 
37 


30 
300 


93 


Totals 5,332  2,578 


Juneau  County  — 

Armenia 

Clearfield 

Cranberry  Center 9 

Elroy  (city) 350 

Fountain 

German  town 

Kildarc 

Kingston 

Lemonweir 

Lindina 

Lisbon 

Lyndon  

Marion 

Mauston  (city) 400 

Necetlah 

New  Lisbon  (city) 767 

Orange 

Plymouth 

Seven  Mile  Creek . . 

Summit 

Wonewoc 174 

Wcmewoc  (vill.) 


108 


26 

30 

104 

•  •  •  • 

28 

72 

102 


356 

t  •  •  • 

35 

308 
24 

46 

77 


Totals 1,700  1,428 


Kenosha  County  — 

Brighton 

Brist<jl 

Paris 10 

Pleasant  Prairie 

Randall 

Salem 

Somers 150 

Wheatland 


21 
312 

48 
109 

27 
233 

95 

41 


Totals 


160      906 


Kewaunee  County — 

Ahnapee  (city) 649 

Ahnapeo 

Carlton 521 

Casco 394 

Franklin 

Kewaunee  (city) 2,000 

Lincoln  


•  •  •  • 

521 
394 


266 


110 


WISCONSIN   LIBRARY   COMSflSSION. 


Kewaunee  Co, — con.     Dist,  Town, 


Luxemburg 

Montpelier 

Pierce 187 

Red  River 465 

West  Kewaunee 543 


382 
364 
187 
465 
543 


Totals 4,759  3,062 


La  Crosse  County — 

Bangor 

Barre 

Burns 

Campbell 

Farmington 

Greenfield   

Hamilton 

Holland 

Onalaska 

Shelby 

Washington 

West  Salem  (vill.) ....       300 


210 

39 

52 

59 

369 

236 

55 

177 

128 

285 

155 


36 
12 
11 
2 
12 
239 


Lanolade  County —    Diat,  Town, 

Antigo 203      195 

Ackley 

Elcho 

Elton 

Evergreen 

Langlade 

Neva   

Norwood 

Parish 

Peck 

Polar 

Price 

Rolling 

Summit 

Upham 

Vilas  


64 


16 
40 


Totals, 


Totals 300  1,796 


La  Fayette  County  — 

Argyle 300 

Belmont 60 

Benton 67 

Blanchard 175 

Darlington 1,643 

Elk  Grove 

Fayette 84 

Gratiot 

Kendall 

Lamont 72 

Monticello 51 

New  Diggings 85 

Seymour 

Shullsburg 

Wayne 

White  Oak  Springs..        91 

Wiota    75 

Willow  Springs 


404 
312 
316 

39 
295 
393 
200 
377 

82 

72 
103 

85 
282 
161 
359 

56 
473 
101 


Lincoln  County — 

Corning    

Harrison 

Merrill 

Pine  River 

Rock  Falls 

Russell 

Scott 


70 
50 
442 
125 
375 
135 
110 


Total 1,307 


12 
11 

•  •  •  • 

12 

>  •  •  • 

57 


57 

zD      .... 

123      123 


64 
40 

»  •  • 

16 
40 


8iO      809 


Totals 2,703  4,050 


Manitowoc  County — 

Cato 

39 

119 

Centerville 

123 

99 

Cooperstown 

50 

167 

Eaton 

48 

180 

Franklin 

•  •  •  • 

131 

Gibson 

12 

212 

Krel  Village 

150 

Kossuth 

69 

loa 

Liberty 

15 

8& 

Manitowoc  (city) 

530 

.  •  •  ■ 

Manitowoc 

•  •  •  • 

9 

Manitowoc  Rapids . . . 

961 
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Manitowoc  Co.— con.  Diat,  Towii. 

Maple  Grove 26  73 

Meeme ^ 

Mishicot 127  150 

Newton 126 

IteedBville  (vill) 104  .... 

Rockland 53 

Schleswig 100  85 

Two  Creeks 35 

Two  Rivers  (cit>') 714     

Two  Rivers 270 

Totals 2,368  2,110 


Marathon  County  — 

Bergen 

Berlin 

Brighton 

Cleveland 

Cassel 

Colby  (east  ward)  .... 

Day 

Easton 

Eau  Pleine 

Eldron 

Emmet 

Frankfort 

Harrison 

Halsey 

Hamburg 

Hewitt 

Holton 

Hull 

Johnson 

Knowlton 

Kronenwetter 

Maine 

Marathon 

Marathon  (vill.) 

McMillan 

McMillan  (vill.) 

Mosinee 

MoBinee  (vill.) 


30 

•  •  •  • 

64 

•  •  •  • 

300 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 


6 
46 


34 

24 

146 

•  •  ^  • 

•  •  •  • 


25 


32 


Marathon  Co. — con.      DUt,  Town, 


Norrie 

Pike  Lake 

Plover 

Rib  Falls . 
Rietbrock . 
Spencer  .. 
Stettin  . . . 

Texas  

Wausau  . . 
Weston . . . 
Wien 


24        21 


70 


•  •  •  • 


42 

42 

80 

42 

•  • 

61 

24 

264 

66 

66 

38 


Totals 1,222  1,483 


441 

■  •  • 

41 
39 
35 


29 


45    47 


92 


188 


52 

34 

21 

146 

■  •  •  • 

170 
83 
18 
32 

■  •  •  • 

10 
34 


Marinette  County 

Amberg 

Coleman 

Grover 

Pe^htigo 

Porterfield 

Wausaukee 


78 
126 

46 
212 
132 

10 


166 
121 
84 
273 
147 
450 


Totals 576  1,241 


Marc^uette  County  — 

Buffalo 

Crystal  Lake 

Dougliis 

IlarrLsville 

Montello 

Moundville 

Mecan 

Neshkoro 

Newton 

Oxford 

Packwaukee 

Shields 

Springfield 

Westfield , 


Totals, 


48 

•  •  •  • 

62 

•  ■  •  • 

56 
26 
325 
37 
11 

•  ■  •  • 

225 
39 

•  ■  •  • 

129 
953 


48 

■  •  • 

56 


230 
323 

I  •  •  ■ 

11 

•  ■  •  « 

47 


45 


760 


k^:-. . . 
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Milwaukee  County  —  Dist,  Town. 

Cudahy 28     .... 

Franklin 680      710 

Granville 116      276 

Greenfield 554      546 

Lake 650 

Milwaukee 81  1,297 

Oak  Creek 72       69 

South  Milwaukee 399     

Wauwatosa 1, 496     — 

Wauwatosa  (vill.) 

Whitefish  Bay 

Totals 3,426  3.569 

Monroe  County  — 

Adrian 4        81 

Angelo 20        20 

Byron 45        71 

Cashton  (vill.) 

Clifton 40        52 

Glendale 43       43 

Greenfield 

Jeflferson 12        79 

Kendall  (vill.) 

La  Fayette 

La  Grange 164 

Leon 9      187 

Lincoln 125      125 

Little  Falls 72 

New  Lyme 

Norwalk  (vill.) 39 

Oakdale 20       33 

Portland 2        61 

Ridgeville 235 

Sheldon 160      250 

Sparta 157 

Sparta  (city)  363     

Tomah  (city) 815     .... 

Tomah 34 

Wellington 81 

Wells 25 

Wilton 41 

Wilton  (viU.) 30        30 

Totals 1,688  1,880 


Oconto  County 
Armstrong. . 

Brazeau 

Chase 

Gillett 

How 

Lena 

Little  River . 
Little  Suamico 
Maple  Valley 

Oconto 

Oconto  Falls . 
Pensaukee . . . 

Spruce 

Stiles 

Underhill .... 


—        IHst 


Total, 


Town. 
69 
24 
68 
51 
118 
48 


488 

•  •  •  • 

267 

*  •  •  • 

1,133 


Oneida  County  — 

Hazelhurst 

Pelican 

Rhinelander  (city) 
Woodboro 


Total 


Outagamie  County- 
Black  Creek  — 

Bovina 

Buchanan  

Center 

Cicero 

Dale 

Deer  Creek 

Ellington 

Freedom 

Grand  Chute 

Greenville 

Hortonia 

Hortonville  (vill.). . 

Kaukauna 

Liberty 

Maine 


10 


28 


41 


41 


87 
35 
52 
53 
62 
60 
56 
58 
340 
61 
48 
31 
81 
124 
174 
39 


..  \^J 
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Outagamie  Co.— con.      Dlst.Town, 

Maple  Creek 23       59 

Osborn 27 

Seymour  (city) 272        48 

Seymour 55 


Totals 333    1,570 

OzAUKFE  County — 

Belgium 161 

Cedarburg 211 

Cedarburg  (city) 

Fredonia 124  156 

Graf  toD 93 

Mequon 490  339 

Pt.  Washington 72 

Saukville 18  138 

Pt.  Washington  (city)      561  .... 

Totals 1,196  1,170 


Pepin  County— 

Albany 

Duntnd 

Durand  (city) 

Frankfort 

Lima 

Pepin , 

Stockholm 

Waterville. . . . 


174 

•  •  •  • 

12 
250 


81 
16 

■  •  •  • 

as 

42 
267 
380 


55 


Waubeek 

Totals 

20 
457 

35 
909 

Pierce  County— 

Clifton 

•  ■  •  • 

178 

Diamond  Bluff 

•  •  •  • 

34 

Ellsworth 

•  •  •  • 

4a3 

Ellsworth  (vill.) 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

El  Paso 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Gilman 

38 

57 

Hartland 

•  •  •  • 

205 

Isabelle 

40 

•  •  •  • 

MarteU 

•  •  •  • 

260 

Maiden  Rock 

61 

154 

Maiden  Rock  (vill.)... 

65 

•  •  •  • 

Pierce  Co. —  con. 

Oak  Grove 

Prescott  City 500 

Rock  Elm 45 

River  Falls 

River  Falls  (city) 650 

Salem 

Spring  Lake 

Spring  Valley 

Trimbelle 

Trenton 

Union 


Diet,  Town. 


288 


52 

■  •  •  • 

68 

75 

53 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

360 

103 

150 

44 

54 

Totals 1,719  2,278 


Polk  County— 

Alden 

Amery  (vill.) 

Apple  River 

Balsam  Lake 

Beaver 

Black  Br(X)k 

Bone  Lake 

Clam  Falls 

Clayton  

Clear  Lake 

Clear  Lake  (vill.).... 

Eureka 

Farmington 

Garfield 

Georgetown 

Johnstown    

Lakctown 

Lincoln 

Loraine 

Luck 

Milltown 

Osceola 

Osceola   (vill.) 

St.  Croix  Falls  (vill.). 

St.  Croix  Falls 

Sterlincr 

West  Sweden 


45 


238 


At#V^ 

•  •  ■  • 

111 

100 

28 

253 

77 

18 

•  •  • 

10 

20 

•  •  •  • 

128 

•  •  •  • 

170 

67 

50 

60 

61 


■     •    • 

57 

«     •    ■ 

99 

•     •    • 

13 

196 

169 

•  •  • 

89 

101 

40 

84 

■  •  •  • 

216 


Totals 871  1,629 
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PoKTAGE  County —         Diet.  Town. 


Amherst  .... 

Alban 

AlmoDd 

Belmont 

Buena  Vista. 

Carson 

Eau  Pleine. . . 

Grant  

Hull 

Lanark 

Linwood 

New  Hope 

Pine  Grove . . . 

Plover 

Stevens  Point 

Sharon 

Stockton 


134 
118 


236 
67 
40 


84 


79 


46 

»  •  •  • 

123 

48 


16 

84 

241 

126 

128 

63 

33 

85 


Totals 632  1, 129 


Prick  County — 

Brannan 

Emery 

Fifield 

Georgetown 

Hackett 

Hill 

Kennan 

Knox 

Lake 

Ogema 255 

Prentice 85 

Phillips  (city) 200 

Worcester 


37 

100 

25 

•  •  •  • 


263 
45 
42 
12 
56 
28 
50 
14 
177 
429 
87 

•  •  •  • 

674 


Racine  Co.—  con.  Diat  Town 

Rochester 23 

Waterford 30      167 

Yorkville 300        61 


Totals 1,392      938 


Richland  County  — 

Akan 

Bloom 

Buena  Vista 

Dayton 

Eagle 

Forest 

Henrietta 

Ithaca 

Lone  Rock  (vill.) 

Marshall 

Orion 

Richland 

Richland  Center  (city) 

Richwood 

Rockbridge 

Sylvan 

Westford 

Willow 


22 

>  •  • 

50 


40 


54 
85 
35 
48 
56 
41 
204 
73 

•  •  •  • 

39 

113 

56 

»  •  ■  • 

77 
63 

270 

477 
44 


Totals 112  1,765 


Totals 702  1,817 

Racine  County — 

Burlington 506  185 

Caledonia 328  279 

Dover 26  30 

Mt.  Pleasant 9-1  57 

Norway 44 1 

Raymond 108  90 


Rock  County,  Ist  Dist. 

Avon 

Center 

Edgerton 

Evansville 

Fulton 

Janesville 

Magnolia 

Newark 

Plymouth 

Porter ....    

Spring  Valley 

Umon 


57 

72 


1,098 

673 

75 

•  •  •  • 

133 

50 

•  •  •  • 

50 
84 
10 


356 

>  •  •  • 

260 
268 
265 

I  •  •  • 

176 

42 


Totals 2,173  1,496 
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Bock  Couimr,  2nd  Dist.— 

Dist,  Town. 

Beloit 23 

Bradford 15  34 

Clinton 76  30 

Clinton  (vill.) 271  .... 

Harmony 169 

Johnstown 296 

La  Prairie 

Lima 300 

Milton 115  601 

Rock 47 

Turtle 


■  •  •  • 


Totals 477  1,500 


St.  Croix  County  — 

Baldwin 441 

Cady 

Cylon 

Eau  Galle 

Emerald 

Erin  Prairie 

Forest 

Glenwood 

Glenwood  (city) 

Hammond 

Hammond  (vill. ) 100 


30 

»  • 

94 


150 


I 


'rw  I 


350 


Sauk  County—  Dist.  Toim. 

Ableman  (vill.) 

Baraboo 151 

Bear  Creek 159 

Dellona 36 

Delton 35  37 

Excelsior 209  411 

Fairfield 187 

Franklin 267 

Freedom 21     

Greenfield 317 

Honey  Creek 55     

Ironton 573 

La  Valle  (vill.) 

La  Valle 

Merrimac 30     

North  Freedom  (vill.)        21  .... 

Prairie  du  Sac  (vill.)..       485     

Prairie  du  Sac 89  105 

Reedsburg 62 

Sauk  City 784  .... 

Spring  Green 315  385 

Sumpter 331 

Troy 175  187 

Washington 292 

Westfield 25  81 

Winfield  148  52 

W(xx31and 334 


to 


500 


Hudson 

Kinnickinnic 

New  Richmond 

New  Richmond  (city). 

Pleasant  Valley 

River  Falls  (1st  ward) 

Rush  River 

Stanton 

Star  Prairie 

St.  Joseph 

Somerset 

Springfield 

Troy 

Warren 377 


304 

40 

500 


Totals 2,392  3,967 


Sawyek  County  — 
Havward 


Total 


208 
208 


10 

•  • 

78 


183 
178 


268 
143 
377 


Totals 1,760  2,493 


Shawano  County  — 

Almon 

Angelica 

Aniwa  

Belle  Plaine 

Birnamwocxl   

Fairbanks    

Germania 


114      114 


•    • 

90 

•    • 

58 

69 

•  •  •  • 

65 

ai 

23 

23 
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SKAWAKoCk).— con.       Dint.  Town. 

Grant 

Green  Valley 164      180 

Hortland   123 

Herman    120      120 

Hutchins 4     — 

Lessor 90 

MapleGrove 136 

Morris 

Navarioo    11     

Pella 59       59 

Ritrhmond 

Seneca 20 

Shawano  (city) 

WiiahiDKton 173      182 

Waukechon (S       65 

Wittenberg 137 

Wittenberg  Ivill.)  ....      160      160 
Totals 1,027  1,622 


Shebovgan  CofNTX  — 

Bll(h;irt  Lake  (vill.) . .         19         19 

Greenbush 

Herman   173      373 

Holland   226     590 

Lima 50     — 

Lyndon 500 

Mitchell   

Plymouth JB     .... 

Plymouth  (city) 

Rhine   

Russell 22 

Scott 

ShehiiyRan 303     .... 

Sheboygan  Falls  ....        19     .... 
Sheboygan  Falls  (vill,)  1,285     .... 

Sherman 131 

Wil»on 

Totals 2,183  1,C35 


Taylor  County—  Diaf.  Toirn. 

Brotcning 63  80 

Chelsea K» 

DeerCreek 180 

Greenwood 70 

Grover 119 

Holway 61 

LitUe  Black ») 

Medford  (cityt 306  .... 

Medford 289 

Monitor 12 

RibLake 176 

Westboro 225 

Totals 371  1,492 


Trkmpi 

Albion 249 

Arcadia 1,080     .... 

Burnside 71  373 

Caledonia 241 

ChimneyBock 144 

Dodge 85 

Ettrick 587 

Gale 158  186 

Hale 155 

Lincoln 

Pigeon 206 

Preston 198  .... 

Sumner 183 

Trempealeau 631 

Unity 

Totals 1,508  3,045 

Vkbsos  UoiNTV— 
Ber^n  . . . 
Christiana 
Clinton . . . 

Forest 

Franklin  . 


Genoa 

Greenwood  . 

Hamburg. , , 
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Vernon  Co.— con. 

Harmony 

Hillsboro 

Hillsboro  (vill.) 

Jefferson 

Kickapoo 

Liberty 

Stark 

Sterling 

Union 

Viri>qua  (vill ) 

Viro«]ua 

Webster 

Westby  (vill.) 

Wheatland 

Whitcstown 


Dist,  Town, 


122 


200 


148 
400 

i  •  •  ■ 

150 

271 

41 

a3 

564 
39 

•  •  •  • 

500 
64 

>  ■  •  • 

327 
190 


Totals 322  4,911 


Vilas  County — 
Arbor  Vitae  . . 
Eagle  River  . . 
Minocqua 

Totals  . . . . 


20 
697 

55  j 

772 


Wash UURN  County—     Di»t,  Town, 

Bashaw 71  31 

Long  Lake 16 

Minong 44 

Shell  Lake 508  508 

Spix»ner •  134 

Veazie 37  17 


Totals 616      750 


Walworth  County — 

Bloomfield 

Darien 

Delavan 

East  Troy 

Elkhorn 

Geneva 

La  Grange 

La  Fayette 

Lake  Geneva  (city).. . 

Linn 

Lyons  

Richmond 

Sharon 

Spring  Prairie 

Sugar  Creek 

Trov 

Walworth 

Whitewater 


Total 


16 

91 

7 

55 

•  •  •  • 

1,001 

«   B   •   • 

344 

515 

•  «  •  • 

34 

34 

•  •  ■  * 

101 

•  ■  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

500 

•  •  •  • 

as 

78 

S9 

536 

92 

90 

32 

•  •  •  • 

44 

180 

318 

50 

•  •  •  ■ 

1,493  2,745 

Washington  County — 

Addison . .   

Barton 

Erin 

Farniington 

Gormantown 

Hartford  (city) 

Hartford 

Jackson 

Kewaskum 

Polk 

Richfield 

Schleisingerville 

Trenton 

Wayne 

West  Bend  (city) 

West  Bend 


214 
40 


525 


412 


775 


251 

•  •  •  • 

110 
808 
300 

•  •  ■  • 

78 
586 

•  •  •  ■ 

520 

•  •  •  • 

141 
65 

•  •  •  • 

64 


Totals 1,966  2,923 

Waukesha  County — 

Br(X)kfield Ill  110 

Delafield 74  94 

Eagle 58     

Genesee 104  100 

Lisbon 232  232 

Merton 82  70 

Menomonee 250     

Muskego 382     

Mukwonago 308 

New  Berlin 48 

Ottawa 120 

Oconomowoc 

Oconomowoc  (city). . .       751  751 

Pewaukee 281  85 


9 
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Waukesha  Co. —  con.     Dint  Town, 

Summit 216      189 

Vernon 41     

Waukosha 328      741 

Waukesha  (city) 350     


Waushara  Co. —  con.    Dist,  Town. 


Totals 3,280  2,89(5 


Waupaca  County — 

Bear  Creek 

Caledonia 

Clintonville  (city) 

Dayton 

DuiKJut 

Farmiupton 

Fremont 

Fremont  (vill.) 

Harrison 

Helvetia 

lola 

Tola  (vill.) 

Larrabee 

Ijebanon 

Lind 

Little  Wolf 

Matteson 

Mukwa 

Royalton 

Scandinavia 

Scandinavia  (vill.) 

St.   I-^vwrence 

Union 

Waupaca 

Weyiiuwega 

Weyau wejja  (vill.) 

Wyoming 

Totals 

W^AUSHAiiA  County— 

Aurora 

Bloomtield 

Coloma 

Dakota 


159 

I  •  •  ■ 

273 
19 
73 


*  •  •  • 


47 


94 


117 

I  •  •  ■ 

25 


•  ■  •  • 


159 
140 

•  a     •     • 

•  •     •     ■ 

•  •     •     • 

209 
34 


Deerfield 

Hancock 27 

Leon 

Marion 

Mt.  Morris 

Oasis 98 

Plainfiold 107 

Plainfield  (vill.) 314 

Poysippi 

Richford 

Rose 

Siixeville 

Springwater 12 

Warren 50 

Wautoma 


Totals 


94I 
110 

•  •  •  ■ 

217 
60 


354        73 


•  •  • 


cH>      .... 


32        32 
4,^     .... 


1,298  1,188 


WiNNKBAGO  County  — 

Algoma 

Black  Wolf 

Clayton 

Menasha 

Neenah 

Nekimi 

Nepenskin 

Omro 

Oshkosh 

Poygan 

Rush  ford 

Utica 

Vinland 

Winchester 

Winneconne 

Winneconne  ivill.) 

Wolf  River 

Totals 


7(5 
95 


Wood  County  — 
Auburndale  (vill.), 
Auburndale 


•  •  •  • 


23 
.37 
40 
26 
53 
58 
128 
314 
61 
43 
31 
32 
21 
111 
44 


604  1,330 


33 

»  •  •  • 

30 
515 


115 
35 

■  •  •  • 

32 
30 


85 
153 


252 


23 


130 

•  ■  •  ■ 

124 

»  •  •  • 

250 
853   922 


80   80 


•  •  •  • 


56        29;      Centralia  City 387 


25 1      Grand  Rapids 


•  •  •  ■ 


35 
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Wood  Co. — con.  Dist.  Town. 

Lincoln 291 

Marshficid  (city) 

Marshficld 

Milladore 133     .... 

Nekoosa  (vill.) 

Pittsville  City 

Port  Edwards 143 

Remington 27     

Richfield 135      137 


Wood  Co.—con.  Dist,  Town, 

Rock 40      214 

Rudolph 

Siiratoga 20 

Seneca  

Sherry 136        53 

Sigel 192     .... 

Vesper 10        10 

Wood 

Totals 1,145      986 


T ravelin ff  Libraries, 

DUNN  COUNTY. 

PoUowing  is  a  list  of  the  several  stations  of  the  Stout 
free  traveling  libraries  (30  volumes  each),  in  Dunn  county: 


Association. 


Librarian. 


Amy 

Barker 

Beaver  Creek 

Cedar  Falls 

Colfax 

Davis  Home   Circle 

Downing 

Downsville , 

Dunnville 

Eau  Galle 

Elk  Mound 

Hay   Cri»ek , 

Hesj^frian 

Knapp  

Louisville 

Pleasiint  Valley 

Popple  Creek 

Red  Cetlar 

Rock  Falls 

Waneka 

Waubeek 

Weston 

Wheeler 


Post  Office. 


M.  H.  Knott 

W.  A.  French 

Fred  Bird ' 

Mrs.  f],  C.  Plemon 

Minnie  Mathews 

Mrs.  Ijena  Clark 

U.  G.  lihxKl 

E.  E.  Stevens ■ 

Mrs.  A.  Celleyhain : 

Frank  Pierce ' 

A.  H.  Ausuian j 

Wilson  Fluent 

G.  H.  Mitchell 

W.  II.  Francis 

J.  B.  Steves 

Mabel  T.  GofT 

Harvev  \V.   Dr-dge 

Mrs.  Etta  Hubbard ' 

J.  H.  Day | 

Julia  Crossman I 

Mrs.  S.  S.  McGilton ' 

John  Liddv I 

Frank  J.  Biuiner,  Secry 


Aniv. 

1  barker. 

Men<jm»)nie. 

Cedar  Falls. 

Colfax. 

Davis. 

Downing. 

Downsville. 

Dunnville. 

Eau  (ialle. 

Elk  Mound. 

Sand  Crct?k. 

Downing. 

Knapp. 

I^)uisville. 

Downing. 

Grant. 

Durand. 

Rock  Falls. 

Wan«'ka. 

Waubeek. 

Weston. 

WheeU'r. 


Total  niiml)er  of  volumes 600. 
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WOOD    COUNTY. 


The  following  free  traveling  libraries  have  been  estab- 
lished in  Wood  county  (30  volumes  each),  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  J.  D.  Witter,  Esq.,  Grand  Rapids: 


Association 


V<*sper 

Arpin 

Biron 

Blanker 

Thankful 

Ladies'  Union. 

♦  Nekc^)sa 

Junction  City. 

Millailore 

Dexterville  ... 

Sarat^)ga 

Pittsvillt^ 


Librarian . 


Postoffice 


Mabel  M .  White . . 

F.  S.  Brazeau 

Miss  L.  E.  Witter. . 
Miss  Anna  Blenker. 
Mrs.  Sara  Elliott.. 

Mrs.  IT.  W^ittcr 

A.  H.Kluborg 

J.  C.  Burns 

C.  S.  Peterson , 

Harrv'  Miller 

Mrs.  G. Witter 

S.  C.  Meacham 


Vesper . 
Arpin. 
Biron. 
Blenker . 
Saratoga . 
Bakerville. 
Nekoosa . 
Junction  City 
Milladore. 
Dexterville. 
Nekoosa . 
Pittsville. 


Total  number  of  volumes 3G0 


NORTHERN   WISCONSIN. 


November  14,  1896,  there  was  formed  at  Ashland  the 
Northern  Wisconsin  Free  Traveling  Library  Association, 
with  Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaughn  as  president,  and  Miss  Janet 
Green  as  secretary  and  librarian.  This  association  will 
found,  and  circulate  through  the  northern  portion  of  the 
State,  a  considerable  number  of  traveling  libraries,  with 
the  Vaughn  Library,  at  Ashland,  as  the  distributing  cen- 
ter.    No  statistics  are  as  yet  available. 


*Th<'  Nokoosa  Association  has  two  librarios  (00  volumes.) 


Building  prpcted  in  memoir  of  tier  1 
of  Aalilnad,  ut  n  coat  of  «75,WJU.  Tin 
the  BupDoit  <>r  the  Vnuulin  Frve  Piil 


ll.by  Mrs.S.S.  VBIlBhn. 
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Reninm  of  Libra rff  StatUticH  —  continued. 


No.  of  voluinns  in  counties  — ^ 1,012,482 

No.  of  volum>)H  in  StAte  charitable  and  tjenal  institutions,  not  enumorated 

above I       11,997 

No.  of  Tolnnie:^  in  Stout  and  Witter  Travoliuf?  Libraries   (Dunn  and  Woodj 

counties) I         1,050 

Grand  total {  1 , 055,  &29 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

The  following  data  seem  worth  preserving,  although  of 
such  a  character  as  not  readily  to  lend  themselves  to  formal 
enumeration  in  the  body  of  the  paper. 

Barron  County, 

The  city  of  Rice  Lake  has  voted  a  one-mill  tax  for  a  free 
library.  Funds  are  not  yet  available, but  the  directors  are 
appointed;  rooms  free  of  charge,  in  the  city  building,  have 
been  assigned;  and  the  library  will  be  open  for  public  use 
within  a  few  months. 

Buffalo  Counlij, 

The  Howard  Library,  Gilmanton,  has  probably  the  most 
unusual  system  of  circulation  in  the  State.  It  was  founded 
in  1866,  contains  about  3,000,  volumes,  and  is  housed  in  a 
room  furnished  free  by  the  Union  Church.  The  meetings 
of  the  association  are  held  quarterly  on  the  first  Saturdays 
of  March,  June,  September,  and  December.  Each  member 
hands  to  the  librarian  a  list  of  the  books  he  desires  to  use 
during  the  ensuing  three  months.  When  the  lists  are  col- 
lected, the  association  proceeds  to  hold  an  auction.  The 
auctioneer  proclaims  the  list  handed  in  by  the  first  mem- 
ber on  his  roll;  and,  if  no  one  else  wishes  any  book 
mentioned  on  this  list,  they  all  are  marked  down  to  that 
member,  without  further  ceremony.  If,  however,  some 
other  member  chances  fo  desire  a  book  contained  in 
the  list,  it  is  offered  for  rent  to  the  highest  bidder.  Books 
thus  auctioned  bring  a  quarterly  rental  of  from  five  cents 
to  a  dollar  each,  fifteen  cents  being  the  average.    Between 
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one  thousand  five  hundred  and  two  thousand  books  are 
thus  placed  in  circulation  at  each  quarterly  meeting.  If  a 
book  is  retained  by  a  borrower  beyond  the  next  quarterly 
meeting,  a  fine  of  ten  cents  is  imposed.  The  library  has  a 
small  endowment,  and  with  the  fees  and,  fines  received,  is 
kept  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

67/  ippewa   Cou ntfj. 

The  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Sunday-school  libraries 
at  Chippewa  Falls  have  an  endowment  fund  of  S^l, 000  each. 
B.  D.  Viles,  the  librarian  of  the  Presbyterian  school, 
writes  thus  of  their  library : 

"Mr.  A.  K.  Fletcher,  a  prominent  business  man  of  our 
city,  at  his  decease  bequeathed  to  our  Sunday  school 
^1,000,  which  was  loaned  out.  The  interest  on  this  sum, 
together  with  other  donations,  enabled  us  to  start  our  libra- 
ry in  November,  1890,  with  50()  volumes.  Since  then,  the 
interest  on  this  endowment  and  the  tines  on  overdue  books 
have  enabled  us  to  maintain  our  library  and  to  increase  its 
size,  so  that  we  now  have  1,150  volumes.  It  is  our  inten- 
tion to  increase  to  1.200  volumes,  and  maintain  it  there. 
After  reaching  this  size  we  will  take  out  such  books  as  are 
not  called  for,  fill  in  with  new  ones  to  meet  the  demand  of 
the  scholars,  and  in  this  way  keep  our  library  fresh  and 
books  in  demand.  Such  books  as  are  discarded  we  intend 
to  donate  to  the  public  library.  With  our  interest  and  fines 
we .  expect  to  keep  the  books  well  bound,  furnish  cata- 
logues and  library  supplies,  add  a  number  of  new  books 
during  each  year,  and  maintain  a  1,-00  volume  library." 

Chirk  Ctttdittf, 

In  1879  Charles  L.  and  Gardiner  Colby  gave  to  the  village 
of  Colby  a  public  hall ,  the  rentals  of  which  wore  intended 
to  furnish  the  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  ])ublic 
library,  which  was  founded  about  the  same  time  through 
the  co-operative  efforts  of  the  Colbys  and  the  villagers.  Of 
late  years,  public  interest  in  the  library  has  been  slight, 
and  few  accessions  have  been  received. 
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Columbia  County. 

The  Baptist  church  of  Lodi  gave  to  the  village  about 
125  volumes.  The  collection  was  housed;  but,  as  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  learn,  it  has  no  regular  means  of  support. 

Craxvford  County, 

About  ten  years  ago  the  Crawford  county  teachers  pur- 
chased a  small  library,  and  the  collection  is  still  in  ex- 
istence in  the  county  superintendent's  ofl&ce.  As  most  of 
the  teachers  have  read  the  books,  and  no  new  purchases 
are  being  made,  use  of  the  library  is  slight. 

Florence  County, 

The  Florence  free  public  library  was  founded  by  an  as- 
sociation of  the  ladies  of  that  city,  to  provide  a  respectable 
place  for  men  and  boys  in  which  to  spend  their  evenings. 
No  books  are  loaned  from  the  room. 

Iowa  County. 

The  library  of  the  Hillside  Home  School,  although  not 
ostensibly  a  public  collection,  is  to  some  extent  doing  the 
work  of  one.  A  large  community  of  neighboring  farmers 
draw  the  books  without  charge;  they  are  allowed  to  keep 
them  two  weeks  with  the  privilege  of  renewal. 

Kewaunee  County, 

The  Kewaunee  School  Library  of  some  2,000  volumes  was 
a  gift  to  the  school  by  the  Kewaunee  Library  Associa- 
tion which  had  been  in  existence  about  eighteen  years. 
All  books  and  cases  were  this  year  turned  over  to  the  school 
district  with  the  understanding  that  the  board  should  keep 
the  books  in  order,  engage  a  librarian,  and  give  the  pub- 
lic as  well  as  the  school  children  access  to  it.  It  is  located 
in  a  separate  room  in  the  school  building,  and  is  open  to 
the  public  every  Saturday. 

Manitowoc   County, 
The  Heyday  Club,  of  Manitowoc,  is  reported  to  have  a 
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library,  but  we  have  been  unable  to  obtain  definite  informa- 
tion concerning  it. 

Marathon  Covnty. 

The  Ladies'  Literary  Club  of  Wausau  maintains  a  small 
library  at  the  residence  of  one  of  its  members.  It  was 
given  them  by  the  Pine  Knot  Club  about  1878. 

Waiqiacit  dmnty. 

Few  small  libraries  are  in  as  flourishing  a  condition  as 
that  established  in  1892,  by  the  Congregational  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  of  Clintonville.  The  librarian  is  P.  A. 
Sedgwick,  and  the  five  hundred  books  are  kept  in  a  room 
adjoining  his  drug  store.  In  1895  its  annual  circulation 
was  3,504,  which  means  that  each  book  was  read  on  the 
average  seven  times  Although  it  is  conducted  by  a  re- 
ligious society  it  is  entirely  non-sectarian,  and  its  use  is  free 
to  any  resident  of  the  city.  During  the  winter  months  a 
reading  room  is  maintained  in  connection  with  the  library. 

Wood  Count ij. 

There  is  a  small  library  at  Bakerville  maintained  by  a 
local  association  of  women. 
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STATE  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONS. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  Free  Public  Library  Commission   of   Massachusetts^ 
was  established  by  Chap.  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890.     The  act 
reads  as  follows: 

Section.  /. — The  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council 
shall  appoint  five  persons,  residents  of  the  commonwealth,  who  shall  con- 
stitute a  board  of  library  commissioners.    The  governor  shall  designate 
the  chairman  thereof.    One  member  of  said  board  shall  be  appointed  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  one  for  four  years,  one  for  three  years,  one  for  tw^o 
years,  and  one  for  one  year ;  and  thereafter  the  term  of  office  of  the  com- 
missioners shall  be  five  years.    All  vacancies  on  said  board,  whether  occur- 
ring by  expiration  of  term  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  by  the  governor, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council. 

Secflon  ri. — The  librarian  or  trustees  of  any  free  public  library  may  ask 
said  board  for  advice  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  books,  the  cataloguing 
of  books,  and  any  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  maintenance  or  adminis- 
tration of  the  library  :  and  the  board  shall  give  such  advice  in  regard  to 
said  matters  as  it  shall  find  practicable.  The  board  shall  make  a  report 
of  it«  doings  to  the  general  court,  in  January  of  each  year  ;  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred copies  of  said  report  shall  be  printed  j\s  one  of  the  public  document 
series. 

Srction  3. — Said  board  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  expend, 
upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  library  trustees  of  any  town  having 
no  free  public  lil.)rary  owned  and  controlled  by  the  town,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  dollars,  for  books  for  any  such  town  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fits of  this  act:  such  books  to  bo  used  by  said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  free  ])Ublic  library,  and  said  comniLssioners  shall  select  and 
purchase  all  b(X)ks  to  be  provided  as  aforesaid. 

Section  4. — No  town  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  until 
such  town  has  accepted  the  provisions  hereof  at  a  regularly  called  town 
meeting,  and  has  electe<l  a  board  of  library  trustees  as  provided  in  chapter 
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three  hundred  and  four  of  the  acta  of  the  year  eiffhteen  hundred  and 
eighty -eight,  and  until  said  trustees  shall  have  provided,  in  a  manner  satis- 
factor>*  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  for  the  care,  custo<ly  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  books  furnished  in  accordance  with  this  act. 

SfctioH  .;. — Any  town  meeting  accepting  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
annually  api)ropriate  from  the  dog  tax.  or  shall  otherwise  annually  provide 
for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  its  free  public  library,  a  sum  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars,  if  its  last  assessed  valuation  was  one  million  dollars  or  upwan^, 
or  a  sum  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  if  said  valuation  wjis  less  than 
one  million,  and  not  less  than  two  hundre<i  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  a 
sum  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars  if  said  valuation  was  less  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

Scf'Uon  t;. — No  member  of  tlio  boani  of  cominissioners  shall  receive  any 
compensation,  but  the  b<jard  may  expend  a  sum  not  exceetiing  five  hun- 
dred dollars  annually  for  clerical  assistance  and  incid(?ut^il  and  necessary 
expenses  in  the  disirharge  of  its  duties;  antl  all  sums  expended  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  from  the  treasury  after  the  bills  there- 
for have  been  approved  by  the  board  and  sent  to  the  auditor  of  the  com- 
monwealth, who  shall  certify  to  the  governor  or  council  the  amount  due  as 
in  the  case  of  all  other  bills  and  acijounts  approved  by  him  under  the  pro- 
visions of  law. 

Sef'ffnji  7.— This  act  shall  take  efTect  upcm  its  ])assagc. 

Appnjved  May  28,  1890. 

When  the  Massachusetts  commission  was  organized,  one 
hundred  and  five  towns  in  the  State  were  without  a  free 
public  library;  the  number  in  this  class  has  since  been 
reduced  to  twenty- four.  The  members  of  the  commission 
are  as  follows:  C.  B.  Tillinghast,  Boston;  Miss  E.  P. 
Sohier,  Beverly,  secretary;  Samuel  Swett  Green, 
Worcester;  Henry  S.  Nourse,  Lancaster;  Miss  Anna  E. 
Ticknor,  Boston. 

NEW   HAMPSHIUE. 

The  law  of  1891,  establishing  the  New  Hampshire 
Library  Commission,  was  modeled  with  but  few  changes 
upon  that  of  Massachusetts.  The  State  library  commis- 
sion consists  of  four  persons  appointed  by  the  governor, 
and  the  state  librarian.  The  committee  may  bo  asked  for 
information  regarding  any  matters  pertaining  to  the  ad- 
ministration and  maintenance  of  the  library.  The  commis- 
sion is  authorized  to  expend  §100  for  books  upon  the  appli- 
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cation  of  any  town  having  no  free  public  library.  Any 
town  accepting  the  provisions  of  the  law,  for  the  care  and 
distribution  of  the  books  to  be  given,  shall  annually  ap- 
propriate a  small  sum  for  the  support  of  a  library.  The 
library  commission  shall  at  least  twice  a  year  issue  a  li- 
brary bulletin,  which  shall  contain  recommendations  as  to 
the  best  methods  to  be  employed  in  library  work,  and 
other  general  library  information.  The  selectmen  of  each 
town  must  annuallv  make  an  assessment  for  the  mainten- 
ance  of  a  public  library.  In  towns  where  no  public  li- 
braries exist,  the  money  so  raised  shall  be  held  until  the 
town  votes  to  establish  a  library. 

The  members  of  the  New  Hampshire  Library  Commis- 
sion are:  Edward  H.  Gilman.  chairman,  Exeter;  Josiah 
H.  Whittier,  secretary,  East  Rochester;  George  T.  Cruft, 
Bethlehem;  Hosea  W.  Parker,  Claremont;  Arthur  H.  Chase, 
€j'  officio,  Concord. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  law  establishing  the  Connecticut  Public  Library 
Committee  was  passed  in  1893.  The  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation appoints  annually  five  i^ersons  who  serve  without 
pay.  If  any  town  having  no  free  public  library  will  es- 
tablish one,  and  comply  with  the  law,  the  committee  is 
authorized  to  expend,  for  books  selected  by  them,  a  sum 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  expended  by  the  town,  and  not  to 
exceed  8200.  The  committee  may  also  expend  annually  for 
books  selected  by  them,  for  •  any  town,  a  sum  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  annual  library  appropriation  of  that  town,  and 
not  to  exceed  8100. 

Twenty-eight  towns  have  established  free  public  libra- 
ries since   the   committee  has  been  organized.     The  mem 
bers  of  the  committee  are: 

Charles  D.  Hine,  chairman.  New  Britain;  Miss  Caroline 
M.  Hewins,  secretary,  Hartford;  Storrs  O.  Seymour,  Litch- 
field; N.  L.  Bishop,  Norwich;  Charles  E.  Graves,  New 
Haven. 
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VERMONT. 

A  board  of  library  commissioners  was  formed  by  No.  37, 
Acts  of  1894.  Its  members  are  appointed  by  the  governor 
of  the  state,  who  designates  the  chairman  thereof.  This 
board  shall  expend,  upon  application  of  any  town  having 
no  free  public  library,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^100  for  books 
these  books  to  bo  used  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
such  a  library.  The  commissioners  select  and  purchase 
all  books  so  provided;  but  no  two  lists  are  alike,  and 
where  possible  they  consult  the  wishes  of  the  towns  them- 
selves as  to  the  selection  of  books.  Every  town  receiving 
this  aid  shall  appropriate  annually,  for  library  purposes,  a 
certain  sum,  the  amount  depending  upon  its  assessed  valu- 
ation. 

The  board  is  composed  of  the  following  persons:  S.  W. 
Landon,  Burlington;  H.  E.  Rustedt,  Richford;  Mary  L. 
Titcomb,  Rutland;  Fred.  A.  Rowland,  Montpelier;  Louise 
L.  Bartlett,  St.  Johnsbury;  Mary  L.  Titcomb,  secretary, 
Rutland. 

OHIO. 

The  law  establishing  the  Ohio  Library  Commission  was 
passed  April  22.  isQf).  It  provides  that  the  governor  shall 
appoint  three  commissioners,  to  serve  six  years,  without 
pay.  The  commissioners  appoint  the  State  librarian,  and 
have  charge  of  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  State's 
public  documents.  The  commission  is  authorized  to  extend 
the  use  of  the  State  library,  and  furnish  advice  and  help  to 
all  public  libraries  in  the  State.  The  State  librarian  acts 
as  secretary  of  the  commission.  The  members  of  the  com- 
mission are,  Charles  A.  Reynolds,  J.  P.  McGrew  and  R.  P. 
Hayes,  Columbus;  C.  B.  Galbreath,  secretary,  Columbus. 

WISCONSIN. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature,  a  law 
was  passed  (Chap.  314,  laws  of  1895)  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission, 
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whose  duty  it  is  "to  give  advice  and  counsel  to  all  free 
libraries  in  the  state,  and  to  all  communities  which  may 
propose  to  establish  them,  as  to  the  best  means  of  estab- 
ing  and  administering  such  libraries,  the  selection  of  books, 
cataloguing,  and  other  details  of  library  managment.  The 
commission  may  also  send  its  members  to  aid  in  organizing 
new  libraries  or  in  improving  those  already  established.  " 

The  Commission  consists  of  five  members,  three  ex-officio 
and  two  appointed  by  the  governor.  The  e^-offlcio  members 
are:  President  Charles  K.  Adams,  of  the  State  University, 
State  Superintendent  John  Q.  Emery,  and  Secretary  Reu- 
ben G.  Thwaites,  of  the  State  Historical  Society;  the  mem- 
bers appointed  are:  Miss  Lutie  E.  Stearns,  of  the  Milwau- 
kee Public  Library,  and  Frank  A.  Hutchins,  of  Baraboo. 
Mr.  Hutchins  is  chairman,  and  Miss  Stearns,  secretary. 

The  commission  is  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  pro- 
mote the  free  public  library  interests  of  Wisconsin,  and 
will  welcome  opportunities  to  give  personal  counsel  and 
aid.  It  also  invites  information  and  suggestions  from  all 
friends  of  such  libraries.  The  commission  especially 
requests  the  active  cooperation  of  the  teachers  of  the  State, 
to  the  end  that  a  close  alliance  may  be  formed  by  which 
the  public  libraries  and  the  public  schools  may  work 
unitedly  in  the  general  cause  of  education.  The  commis- 
sion is  at  present  actively  engaged  in  fostering  free  travel- 
ing libraries. 
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TWO  YEARS'  PROGRESS. 


PREPARED  BY  THE  SE(^RETARY. 

The  First  Biennial  Report  of  the  Wisc'onssiin  Free  Library'  Comniu^sion 
was  prepared  in  Aug^ist,  181)6,  eig-ht  months  after  the  Commission 
was  organized.  Since  that  time  the  work  of  the  Commission  has 
steadih'  gTO\\ii,  thoiig-h  its  most  rapid  progress  has  been  made  since 
May,  1897,  when  the  legislature  increased  its  annual  appropriation 
from  $500  to  $4,000.  At  that  time  the  Commission  was  reorganized. 
Miss  L.  E.  Steams  a<nd  F.  A.  Hutchins  resigned  their  povsitions  as  mera- 
bers  and  were  succeeded  by  Hon.  J.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie,  and  Mi*s. 
Chas.  S.  Morris,  of  Berlin.  After  these  changes  had  taken  place  J.  H. 
Stout  was  chcsen  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  F.  A.  Hutchins  Sec- 
retary', and  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns  Librarian,  and  the  two  officers  last 
roentionel  were  employed  to  devote  all  their  time  to  the  work  of  the 
Commission.  A  permanent  office  was  also  fitted  up  in  the  capitol. 
Besides  inereasitig  the  annual  api:roj)riation  for  the  Commission  the 
legislature  of  1897  made  a  number  of  changes  in  the  laws  relating  to 
libraries. 

LIBRARY  LE(ilSLATl()X. 

The  gt?ne.ral  law  relating  to  the  establishment  of  free  public  libraries 
by  cities  and  villages  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  which 
limited  the  annual  tax  to  support  such  libra-ries  to  **one  mill  on  the 
dollar  of  taxable  prope-rt^'"  and  by  omitting  the  clause  which  nuule  it 
necessary'  to  secure  an  affirmative  vote  of  the  people  before  a  library 
could  be  maintained  by  taxation.  Under  the  law,  as  amended,  any 
common  coiwieil,  village  board,  or  town  board  of  a  town  of  more  than 
lyOOO  inhabitants,  may  establish  and  equip  a  ])ublic  library  from  its 
general  fund,  and  may  levy  an  annual  tax  to  support  it,  but  moneys 
levied  for  the  support  of  a  library  after  it  is  e-*4tablished  must  be  kept 
In  a  separate  fund,  and  all  moneys  voted  for  library  purj>oses  must 
be  expended  by  a  library  board. 

By  another  amendment  to  the  law  the  local  superintendents  of 
tfchoolfl  ici  cities  and  the  superxising  principals  of  schools  in  villages 
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are  made  ex-officio  members  of  the  library  boards  in  the  communities 
in  which  they  are  employed. 

A  third  amendment  allows  librarj'  boards  to  make  contracts  by 
which  the  books  of  their  libraries  and  their  reading-rooms  may  be 
made  ac  free  to  non-residents  as  to  residents.  It  also  gives  to\v»n,  vil- 
lage and  county  boards  the  authority  to  make  contracts  v^ith  library 
boards  to  secure  the  full  privileges  of  the  libraries  and  reading-rooms, 
tor  their  constituents. 

NEW  LIBRARIES. 

During  the  past  two  years  oew  free  public  libraries,  supported  by 
municipal  taxation,  have  been  established  in  Appleton,  Baraboo,  Cum- 
berland, Durand,  Hartland,  Hillsboro,  Kilbounn,  Neillsville,  North  Mil- 
waukee, Racine,  Rhinelander,  Richland  Center,  Sheboygan,  Spring 
Green,  Stevens  Point,  Thorp,  Viroqua  and  Wausau.  W.  H.  Bradley 
has  established  one  which  he  supports  at  Tomahawk,  while  Jos.  Des- 
sert is  buildin;g  anotlier  at  Mosinee.  Free  readiog-rooms  have  been 
founded  by  subscriptions  in  Sun  Prairie,  Port  Washington,  Spring  Val- 
ley and  a  number  of  other  small  towns. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

There  has  been  an  unexampled  progress  in  the  housing  of  Wisconsin 
libraries  during  the  period  under  review.  The  Milwaukee  Library 
has  moved  into  the  new  building  which  it  .occupies  conjointly  with 
the  Milwaukee  Museum.  This  splendid  building  cost  $512,000  and  is  a 
credit  to  the  state  as  well  as  to  the  city  which  built  its  The  great 
building  at  Madison  which  the  state  is  preparing  for  the  use  of  the 
libraries  of  the  Historical  Society  and  of  the  University  will  be  ready 
for  use  in  1899.  It  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $600,000.  The  li- 
brary at  Menasha  is  now  being  removed  co  the  beautiful  new  build- 
ing which  has  recently  been  erected  for  it  by  E.  D.  Smith.  The  cost 
of  the  building  and  lot  to  Mr.  Smith  was  $20,000.  Jos.  Dessert  has 
made  the  plans  and  let  the  contract  for  a  library  building-,  for  Mosi- 
nee, which  will  cost,  with  the  lots,  about  $5,000.  At  Oshkosh,  also* 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  substantial  new  home  for  the  li- 
brary. At  New  London  a  large  and  pleasant  room  in  the  new  city 
hall  building  w^as  arranged  especially  for  their  free  library,  which  is 
supported  by  an  association. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  libraries  at  Marinette  and  Wauwatosa  and  the  cdty  library  at 
Menomonie  have  been  classified  and  cataloged-  by  expert  librarians. 
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Trained  librarians  have  been  put  in  charge  of  a ,  number  of  our  li- 
braries, while  the  boards  of  ten  others  have  stnt  their  librarians  to 
get  professional  training  for  their  work.  Nearly  all  of  our  libraries 
and  reading-rooms  have  improved  the  quality\  of  their  work  and  some 
of  them  have  made  noticeable  improvemente.  Nearly  all  the  new  li- 
braries are  doing  excellent  work — better,  it  must'  be  confessed,  on  the 
¥vhole,  than  the  older  ones. 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

The  gifts  and  bequests  to  free  libraries  in  Wisconsin  in  the  past 
two  years  are  a  striking  evidence  of  the  growth  of  the  belief  in  the 
value  of  this  means  of  popular  education.  E.  D.  Smith  has  not  only 
given  the  public  library  at  Menasha  a  fine  library  building  and  a  site 
at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  but  has  given  it  $10,000  for  endowment.  The  late 
J.  J.  Williams,  who  had  given  the  library  in  IJeaver  Dam  a  building 
which  cost  $25,000,  left  it  a  bequest  of  $5,000  for  endowment.  The 
library  at  Kenosha  has  received  about  $5,000  from  citizens.  Geo.  Gale 
gave  $1,000  of  this  amount  and  Edward  Bain  $2,000.  J.  W.  Ly brand 
has  given  the  new  library  at  Richland  Center  $1,000,  Hon.  J.  G.  Lam- 
berson  gavd  $100  and  other  citizens  enough  to  make  the  total  g^fts  to 
that  library  $1,200.  In  1895  Mrs.  Harris  left  a  bequest  to  the  Oshkosh 
Public  Library  to  be  peid  in  1898  if  the  city  and  the  citizens  would 
raise  an  equal  amount.  The  conditions  were  met  and  the  library  has 
received  from  the  Harris  estate  $80,000,  from  Hon.  Philetus  Sawyer 
$25,000,  from  the  city  $50,000  and  books  and  furniture  valued  at  $5,000. 
The  late  James  Aram,  of  Delsavan,  left  a  bequest  of  $20,000,  payable 
after  the  death  of  bis  wife,  who  survives,  to  found  a  public  library 
in  his  home  town.  When  thp  library  at  Racine  was  founded  the  citi- 
zens presented  the  board  with  $5,400  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Of 
this  amount  W^m.  Horlick  gave  $1,000,  the  M.  B.  Erskine  estate  $1,000, 
Chas.  H.  Lee  $500,  Robert  H.  Baker  $300,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Wallis  $250,  the 
O.  R,  Johnson  estate  $250,  E.  L.  Baker  $150,  Chas.  H.  Baker,  Jr.,  $150, 
the  Woman's  Club  $150,  Andrew  Simonson  $150,  J.  Mills  &  Co.  $100, 
Kearney  &  Thompson  $100,  Cooper,  Simmons  &  Co.  $100.  The  Mil- 
waukee library  has  received  $10,000  from  Mrs.  Caroline  Metealf  for 
the  purchase  of  books  upon  the  fine  arts.  Mr.  August  P.  Uihlein  has 
given  $5,000  to  the  book  fund  and  a  bequest  of  $1,000  has  come  to  the 
same  institution  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Guido  Hansen.  Mr. 
Jos.  Dessert  is  erecting  a  building  for  a  free  library  which  he  will 
equip  and  maintain  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  the  village  of 
Mosinee  and  vicinity.  The  building  and  lots  will  cost  about  $5,000. 
W.  H-  Bradley  has  purchased  the  books  for  a  free  library  at  Toma- 
hawk and  maintains  the  library  at  his  own  expense.     The  Appleton 
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library  has  received  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  that  city  lots  in  the  busi- 
ness center  valued  at  $8,000,  with  an  incumbrajice  of  $4,000.  Under 
the  conditions  of  the  g'ift  the  city  has  agreed  to  build  a  library  build- 
ing* on  the  lots.  By  public  subscription  $600  has  bee«n  rai«ed  for  the 
library  at  Durand,  $1,200  for  the  one  at  Stevens  Toint  and  $1,500  for 
that  at  Sheboygan.  Many  other  libraries  report  g^ifts  ranging-  in 
amount  from  $100  to  $500.  The  subscription  library  at  Whitei^-ater 
reports  the  receipt  of  $300,  a  bequest  from  Lewis  Cook.  The  State 
Historical  Society  has  received  a  bequest  of  $1,000  for  its  binding-  fund 
from  the  estate  of  the  late  Stephen  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia,  a  former 
Wisconsin  pioqueer.  Other  larg^  Ri^ts  have  been  promised  to  public  li- 
braries in  various  parts  of  the  state  provided  certain  conditions  are 
met.  When  to  the  amounts  mentioned  above  are  added  the  generous 
gifts  made  during  the  same  period  to  traveling  libraries,  the  annual 
income  of  our  fifty-five  libraries  from  taxation  and  endowments,  the 
$512,000  expended  by  the  city  of  Milwaukee  for  the  library  and  mu- 
seum building,  the  $420,000  already  supplied  by  the  state  for  the  li- 
brary building  for  the  use  of  the  state  historical  society  building  and 
of  the  state  university,  and  the  $80,000  expende<l  for  school  libraries 
under  the  township  library  law,  the  total  shows  that  the  people  of 
Wisconsin  believe  that  it  is  worth  while  to  give  the  masses  good 
books  to  read,  as  well  as  to  teach  them  how  to  read. 

TUAVELINC;    LIimAUIES. 

In  May,  1S96,  Hon.  J.  II.  Stout  sent  out  sixteen  traveling  libraries 
to  visit  the  hamlets  and  farming  communities  of  Dunn  County.  They 
were  so  cordially  received  and  their  volumes  were  so  eagerly  read" 
that  within  a  year  he  increased  the  number  to  thirty-seven.  In  Au- 
gust, 1896,  J.  1).  Witter,  of  (Jrand  Rapids,  bought  fifteen  libraries  to 
travel  in  Woo<l  County  and  within  a  few  months  in<^reased  the  number 
to  thirty -two.  The  public  library  at  ('hippe>\Ti  Falls  soon  secured 
four  libraries  for  the  small  hamlets  of  Chippewa  County,  W.  H.  Brad- 
ley, of  Tomahawk,  bought  four  for  the  families  that  live  near  the 
scattered  saw  mills  in  the  northern  part  of  Lincoln  County.  In  De- 
cember, 1896,  an  association  was  formed  at  Ashland  to  send  traveling 
libraries  to  the  hamlets  in  Ashland,  }?ay field,  Washburn,  Price,  Saw- 
yer, Douglas.  Taylor  and  Iron  counties.  This  association  has  now 
twenty-five  libraries.  During  the  past  few  months  many  of  the 
women's  clubs  have  become  greatly  interested  in  this  new  form  of 
philanthropic  work  and  small  systems  of  traveling  libmries  have  been 
established  at  Berlin,  (ireen  Bay,  Marinette,  Wausau,  Beloit,  La  Crosse 
and  Stevens  ]*oint.  A  few  weeks  ago  E.  D.  Smith,  of  Menasha,  asked 
the  Commiss-ion  to  buy  and  arrange  fifteen  traveling  libraries  of  fifty 
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volumes  each  for  him.  They  will  be  sent  out  from  the  public  library 
at  Menasha  to  farming-  communities  and  hamlets  in  northern  Winne- 
bago and  Calumet  counties. 

Kecently  Joseph  Dessert,  of  Mosinee,  sent  the  Commission  a  check 
for  $500  with  a  request!  that  it  be  used  to  purchase  traveling  libraries 
to  circulate  in  the  state  under  the  charge  of  the  Commission.  Twelve 
excellent  libraries  of  fifty  volumes  each,  and  the  necessarj'-  packioig 
cases,  have  been  bought  with  this  money.  The  Jos.  Dessert  libraries 
will  be  sent  to  the  farming  communities  in  different  parts  of  the  state 
to  showi  the  advantages  of  this  system  of  popular  education.  The 
Commission  has  also  been  given  one  library  each  by  the  Mil- 
waukee Downer  College,  Gardner  P.  Stickney,  the  M.  W.  K.  Club,  the 
Social  Economics  Club,  the  Merrill  Club  of  the  West  Side  High  School, 
the  Seventh  and  Eighth  grade  classes  of  the  Normal  School,  the  Misses 
Elizabeth  and  Louise  Haisler  and  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  all  of  Milwaukee, 
and  the  Madison  Book  Club. 

PERIODICALS  FOR  TRAVELING  LIBRARIES. 

When  Senator  Stout's  traveling  libraries  were  first  sent  out  to  the 
fannerH  of  Dunn  County  his  neighbors  in  Menomonie  gave  large  num- 
bers of  old  and  current  periodicals  to  be  loaned  with  the  books  and 
one  school  gave  files  of  the  Youth's  Companion  which  extended  over  a 
period  of  twelve  years.  The  latter  were  stitched  together  in  small 
volumes.  The  librarians  w^ere  instructed  to  loan  these  periodicals 
freely  and  to  ask  borrowers  to  return  them  but  not  to  charge  them 
aod,  after  the  periodicals  had  gone  about  the  neighborhood,  to  give 
them  away.  The  Youth's  Companions  were  loaned  first  to  the  schools, 
where  the  teachers  read  them  at  the  ''opening  exercises"  and  chil- 
tlren  read  them  at  the  recesses  and  during  the  "noon  hour."  From 
the  s<»hool  they  went  to  the  families  in  the  district.  Mr.  Witter  tried 
the  same  plan  of  work  in  Wood  Cou«uty  and  it  was  soon  found  that 
the  periodicals  sent  with  the  traveling  libraries  were  doing  nearly  as 
much  good  as  the  books.  The  overworked  farmer*s  wife  whose  daily 
cares  and  worries  left  her  no  time  to  read  till  the  childreai  were  put 
in  bed  at  night  found  the  short  sketches  of  travel  in  McCture  or  Unr- 
pf-r'M  Monthly,  the  bright  stories  of  Scribncrs  and  the  Century,  or  the 
ac(.*ounts  of  women's  work  in  the  Ladies"  Home  Journal,  attractive  and 
inspiriting  when  the  reading  of  a  large  book  seemed  too  much  like 
work.  It  is  said  on,  goo<l  authority  that  no  other  class  of  people  fur- 
nish so  large  a  proportion  of  their  number  to  the  insane  asylums  as 
fanners'  wives.  Our  experience  shows  that  the  glimj>ses  of  the  great 
outside  world  which  the  magazines  and  illustrated  papers  give  these 
Women  ere  among  the  best  means  to  relieve  the  incessant  strain  of 
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the  small  cares  and  worries  that  at  last  bring  hopelessness  if  not 
woiTse.  The  children's  periodicals  were  found  to  be  an  unceasing- 
pleasure  to  both  old  and  young  in  the  isolated  homes.  The  Youth's 
Companions  werq  especially  popular.  In  many  homes  where  a  foreign 
language  is  spoken  the  larger  books  in  English  require  long  hours 
and  days  of  work  to  be  iintelligible  but  the  whole  family  delight  in 
translating  the  short  stories  of  the  Companion  when  they  are  gathered 
about  the  fire  in  the  winter  evenings. 

The  periodicals  were  found  so  valuable  that  the  Commission  made 
an  appeal  for  them  to  the  citizens  of  the  state.  Many  schools  a«nd 
women's  clubs  have  responded  and  from  July  15,  1897,  to  August  1. 
1898,  the  Commission  receivetl  gifts  of  121  boxes  contiaining  books, 
magfazines,  illustrated  papers  and  children's  periodicals,  besides  a  very 
large  number  of  bundles  and  packages.  The  largest  contributions 
came  from  Milwaukee,  Madison  and  Oconomowoc,  though  the  people 
of  many  other  towns  contributed  liberally.  A  fuller  statement  of  such 
gifts  may  be  found  below.  The  libraries  at  Ashland,  Menom- 
onie,  Grand  Rapids  and  other  centers  for  local  systems  of  traveling 
libraries  also  received  scores  of  boxes  of  reading  material.  Rev.  S. 
E.  Lathrop,  of  Ashland,  labored  so  energetically  t-hat  he  secured  3.65G 
books,  3,203  magazines  and  thousands  of  illustrated  papers  and  chil- 
dren's periodicals  for  the  Northern  Wisconsin  Travel i'ng  Library  As- 
sociation ajiid  the  small  public  libraries  near  Ashland.  Mr.  Lathrop 
gathered  his  gifts  from  majiy  states.  Among  the  gifts  to  the  Com- 
mission have  come  many  thousand  copies  of  the  Youth's  Companion 
from  the  boys  aoid  girls  in  the  homes  of  well-to*do  families  in  south- 
em  Wisconsin.  Many  young  men  and  women  have  given  files  which 
they  have  carefully  preserved  for  years.  These  have  come  with  such 
earnest  good  wishes  for  our  work  that  we  have  thought  the  j)leasiire 
of  the  givers  was  as  great  as  that  of  the  receivers,  and  that  our  work 
in  helpioig  to  train  hundreds  of  boys  and  grirls  in  the  thoughtfulness 
for  others  and  the  kindly  generosity  that  makes  broad-minded  patri- 
ots and  philanthropists  has  been  a  most  valuable  feature  of  it. 
The  Youth's  Companions  which  the  Commission  receives  are  bound  in 
small  volumes  of  six  or  seven  numbei's  in  which  the  most  impoi'ta'nt 
stories  are  complete.  The  numbers  are  stitched  with  wire  and  bound 
with  a  cover  of  durable  manila  jKiper  on  which  is  printed  the  title 
of  the  periodical.  These  volumes  are  fairh-  attractive  and  durable. 
They  cost  but  $ve  and  one-half  cents  each  and  do  more  good  i-n  des- 
titute families  where  little  reading  has  been  done  than  most  children's 
books  that  cost  ten  or  twenty  times  as  much. 

In  addition  to  the  periodicals  sent  to  traveling  librarj'  stations  many 
boxes  of  them  have  been  sent  to  backwoods  districts  where  the  peo- 
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pie  desired  traveling  libraries  which  could  not  be  supplied.  Onecom- 
munity  of  ten  or  twelve  families  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Chip- 
pewa county  scwt  a  team  forty  miles  last  April,  over  very  muddy 
rckods,  to  Chippewa  Falls  to  get  a  box  of  periodicals  from  the  Com- 
mission. The  people  of  this  community  live  about  a  sawmill  in  a 
,gTeat  tract  of  forest  and  they  wrote  most  gratefully  of  their  delight 
in  Reading  the  books  and  magazines  sent  them.  Some  of  the  normal 
«chool  institute  conductors  have  also  distributed  periodicals  at  the 
teachers'  meetings  io  the  northern  counties.  Quite  a  number  of  peo- 
ple in  Milwaukee  and  Chicago  now  send  the  current  numbers  of  peri- 
odicals by  mail  directly  to  our  traveling  library  stations.  A  maga' 
zine  that  was  originally  purchased  for  only  one  family  may  thus  be 
read  in  twelve  or  fifteen  households. 

OLD  MAGAZINES. 

Itt  the  great  boxes  that  have  come  from  many  old  attics  have  been 
hundreds  of  old  magazines.  Some  of  these  have  been  so  old  that  they 
have  been  exchanged  in  Boston  and  New  York  for  volumes  of  the 
^t.  Nicholas  and  Wide  AicakCy  others  have  been  excha«nged  with  public 
libraries  in  the  state  which  are  trying  to  make  complete  sets  of  the 
popul«ar  magazines.  Scores  of  the  earlier  volumes  of  LittvIVs  Living 
AfjCy  Uarper^s  MaijazinCj  The  Forum,  Poindur  Science  Monthly  and  other 
magazines  have  been  furnished  to  public  libraries  whc«e  librarians 
have  agreed  to  give  numbers  of  current  magazines  in  excha»nge. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

Nearly  all  the  contributions  mentionecl  were  received  by  the  Com- 
mission for  the  use  of  traveling  libraries  between  July  1,  1897,  and 
August,  1898,  and  their  source  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


TOWD. 

Donors  or  Collectors. 

Contributions. 

AlbADv.  N.  Y 

Miss  Marv  Hawley 

2  boxes  books  and  periodicals. 

Beaver  Dam   

Public  Library 

1  box  books  and  ueriodicals. 

Beloit. 

Woman's  Club 

Jennie  McDowell 

6  boxes  books  and  period icals. 

Fox  Lake 

1  box  periodicals. 

Kenosha    

Woman's  Club 

4  boxes  i»eriodicals. 

La  Crosse  

Library  and  clubs 

5  l>oxes  i;eriodicals. 

Madison.              

Woman's  Club 

150  mounted  Dictures. 

Milwaukee 

Many  contributors 

Public  library 

«I0  large  boxes  books  and  [)eriodicals. 

-Mcnroe         

1  box  periodicals. 

•Neenab 

Robt.  Shiells 

1  box  books  and  periodicals. 

;.>!.■-.    "•, 
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Table—  Continued. 


Town. 

Donors  or  Collectors. 

Contributions. 

Oshkoeh  

Twentieth  Century  Club  . . . 
Julia  Lapham,  collector. .. 
Students  Vassar  College  . .. 

Woman's  club 

Miss  Lillian  Currier ... 

Normal  school 

2  boxes  books  and  oeriodicals. 

Oconomowoc 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  T. 

Racine 

River  Falls 

11  boxes  books  and  periodicals. 

1  box  periodicals. 

2  boxes  books  and  periodicals. 
1  box  periodicals. 

Whitewater 

6  boxes  periodicals. 

Wauwatosa 

i  Mrs.  S.  K.Curtis i 

I  Mrs.  W.  J.  Underwood..  ) 

4  boxes  periodicals. 

Unknown 

8  boxes  periodicals. 

Han.  W.  F.  \  ilas,  of  Madisoai,  gave  nearly  500  volumes  of  valuable 
public  documents  which  included  150  copiee  of  **Di6eases  of  the 
Horse.'*  40  of  **Diseases  of  Cattle,"  100  "Agricultural  xear  Books' 
and  others  of  great  vaJue  to  farmers.  Hon.  He«nry  Gasson,  of  :Mad- 
ison,  gave  10  copies  of  "Diseases  of  the  Horse,"  Hon.  Geo.  McKerrow, 
of  Madison,  sent  cloth  bound  copies  of  the  "Farm  Institute  BuUetims'* 
for  1896  and  1897  to  ecw?h  of  our  traveling  libraries,  and  Prof.  W.  A. 
Henry,  of  Madison,  sent  them  copies  of  the  recent  annual  reportvS  of 
the  Wis.  Agricultural  Experimeait  Station.  The  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  sent  copies  of  its  most  popular  bulletins  to  all  of  these 
libraries.  Among  the  Milwaukee  contributors  were  the  Sentinel  Co,^ 
which  sent  56  volumes  of  new  books,  the  M.  W.  K.  Club,  Chas.  M. 
Morris,  G.  P.  Stickney,  the  students  of  Milwaukee  Downer  College, 
the  Normal  School  and  the  West  Side  High  School,  with  many  others. 
The  Gcrmania  and  Herald  secured  for  us  many  copies  of  German  per- 
iodicals. Considerable  contributions  of  books  aind  periodicals  w^ere 
sent  to  us  by  the  following  citizens  of  Madison:  L.  S.  Cheney,  Mrs.  M. 
A.  Allen,  R.  G.  Thwaites,  Mrs.  S.  H.  C^irpeoiter,  Prof.  W'.  W.  Daniells,. 
Amos  P.  Wilder,  Mrs.  Lucius  Fairchild  and  others.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Allen 
gave  us  «,  large  paiqiting  which  is  to  be  sent  from  library  to  library. 

The  American  Humane  Society  of  Boston,  Mass.,  sent  3,200  copies 
of  "0//r  Dumb  .4wiwtf/.«f,"  and  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Peckham,  of  Milwaukee,, 
sent  a  bundle  of  the  periodicals  of  the  Audubon  Society.  Geo.  lies, 
of  New  York,  sent  15  copies  of  the  "List  of  Books  for  Girls  and 
W'omen's  Clubs"  to  be  sent  to  small  public  libraries.  This  "List"  is 
the  most  helpful  guide  which  has  been  published  for  the  book  com- 
mittees of  small  free  libraries.  The  State  Historical  Society  has 
ge«nerously  given  volumes  of  its  "Collections"  to  those  of  the  travel- 
ing library  stations  which  are  the  best  conducted. 
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READING    MATTER    FOR    THE    SOLDIERS. 

Ill  May,  1898,  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission  made  a  call,  through 
the  papers  of  the  state,  for    reading    matt^er    for    Wisconsin  soldiers. 
The  response  to  this  call    was  immediate  and  the    people   seemed   to 
find  pleasure  in  the  oportunity    it    oifered.      Within    two    weeks  the 
Commission  rc^ceived  nearly  one   thousand    volumes,   something   more 
than   one-half  paper  covered,  and   thousands    of  magazines  and  illus- 
trated papers.     It  was  at    first    expected    to  send  traveling  libraries 
of  only  fifteen  or  eighteen  volumes  to  each  company  but  the  «;oldiera 
in  the  South  preferred    the    magazines    and    the    heavy    rains    which 
flooded  the  tents  made  the  care  of  cloth  covered  books  a  burden,  so 
tha     only  paper  covered  books  and  magazines  were  sent  for  distribu- 
tion by  the  chaplains.     If  any  Wisconsin  regiment  remains  for  some 
months  in  garrison  in  Porto  Rico  or  Cuba  the  Commission  will  hope 
to  send  it  a  inumber  of  traveling  libraries.     To  the  Fourth  Regiment 
at  Camp  Douglas   were  .sent  between   .'U)0   and  400  books  which  were 
under  the  care  of  Chaplain  H.  H.  Jaoob«. 

The  first  boxes  of  reading  matter  sent  to  the  regiments  in  the 
South  went  by  freight  and  were  delayed  but,  later,  boxes  were  .sent 
out  by  express.  The  officers  who  distributed  the  books  and  period- 
icals stated   that   thev  were  read  with  avidity. 

About  fiftetqi  hundred  pounds  of  books  and  magazines  were  sent 
ill  June  and  July. 

The  following  cash  contributions  for  freight  were  received:  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Owen,  Randolph,  $1.00;  C.  W.  Porter,  Hudson,  $1.00;  Women's 
Federation,  of  Berlin,  $5.00;  Miss  Lillian  Currier,  River  Falls,  $0.50; 
Emerson  Club,  Whit^wiater,  $5.00;  Woman's  Club,  Antigo,  $5.00;  W. 
]{.  C,  Menasha,  $1.00. 


Town. 


Collector. 


Contributions. 


Antigo 

Ashland 

Bamboo 

Beloit 

Berlin 

I)e  Pere 

Eau  Claire.. 
Fond  da  Lac 

Kenoftba 

KUboam 

LaCroaae... 


Woman's  Club 1  bojf  books. 

W.  R.  C 1  package  books. 


Mrs.  B.  D.  Evans 

Women's  Club , 

Woman's  Club  

Women's  Clubs 

Woman's  Club 

W.  B.C 

D..\.R 

W.  R.  C.  and  library 
Women's  Clubs 


1  box  books  and  periodicals. 

2  boxes  books  and  periodicals. 
1  box  lx)oks  and  periodicals. 

1  box  books  and  i)eriodicals. 

3  boxes  books  and  periodicals. 
1  box  books  and  periodicals. 

1  box  books  and  p)eriodieals. 

3  boxes  books  and  periodicals. 

2  boxes  books  and  periodicals. 
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Town. 

Collector. 

Contributions. 

Lodi 

Woman's  Club 

1  box  periodicals. 

Harkesan 

Woman's  Club 

1  box  books  i^d  periodicals. 

Marshfleld 

Woman's  Club 

1  box  books  and  periodicals. 

Menasba 

W.  R.C 

Many  contributors 

1  box  book3  and  periodicals. 

Milwaukee 

11  boxes  books  and  periodicals. 

Mosinee 

H.  M.  Thorn usou 

1  box  periodicals. 

Neenali 

Woman's  Club 

1  box  books  and  periotiicals. 

RaDdolDh 

Woman's  Club 

1  box  periodicals. 

Waupaca 

Woman's  Club 

1  box  periodicals. 

Books  and  magazines  were  also  received  from  C.  W.  Porter  and 
Mr.  Brooks,  of  Menomonie,  R.  G.  Thwaites  and  others  of  Madison. 
Des  Forges  &  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  kindly  colleetetl  and  packed  about 
20  larg^e  boxes  of  readings  matter  for  the  Commission. 


VILLAGE  TRAVELING  LIRB ARIES. 

In  the  first  two  years  of  its  existence  the  Commission  received 
many  urgent  appeals  from  small  villages  for  help  in  starting-  free 
public  libraries.  Inquiries  through  the  state  showed  that  while  many 
subscription  libraries  had  been  started  in  such  villages  only  a  very 
small  proportion  had  been  successful.  The  reason  for  these  failures 
was  found  in  the  fact  that  the  small  annual  income  of  a  village  li- 
brary is  too  largely  eaten  up  by  its  running  expenses  and  too  little 
is  left  to  purchase  frequent  and  adequate  supplies  of  fresh  books.  If 
fifty  frest  books  are  bought  c«ice  a  year  each  patron  soon  reads  the 
few  that  interest  him  and  then  the  books,  though  almost  as  good  as 
new,  are  left  unread  and  the  interest  in  the  library  flags.  In  order 
to  help  such  communities  certain  generous  friends  of  the  Commission 
offered  it  the  meaois  to  buy  sixteen  ^'village  traveling  libraries"  of 
fifty  volumes  each  J.  D.  Witter,  of  CJrand  Rapids,  gave  the  means 
for  eight,  J.  H.  Stout  the  means  for  six,  and  the  Pereles  Bros,  and 
the  Social  Economics  Club,  of  Mihvaukee,  each  gave  one.  The  li- 
braries, packing  cases  included,  cost  fifty  dollars  each.  With  the^  t^  li- 
braries in  its  control  the  Commission  has  been  able  to  say  to  the  vil- 
lage boards  in  villages  of  less  tha«n  1,500  inhabitants:  "If  you  will  es- 
tablish a  free  public  librarv-,  under  the  state  law,  we  will  send  you  a 
traveling  library  of  fifty  books  everj'  six  months."  This  offer  proved 
very  attractive  and  the  Commission  oould  found  a  verj'  large  number 
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of  village  libraries  on  a  permanent  basis  if  it  had  a  sufficient  oiumber 
of  traveling"  libraries.  The  officers  of  the  Commission  have  been 
ao  crowded  with  work  that  they  have  only  found  time  to  i>urchase 
and  arrange  seven  of  these  libraries.  These  have  been  sent  to  Spring 
Green,  Durand,  Cumberland,  Kilbourn.  Thorp,  Hartlaiid  and  North 
Milwaukee.  The  other  libraries  will  be  readv  by  October,  1898,  and 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  securing  places  for  them  under  the 
terms  of  the  Commission's  offer.  These  libnaries  will  be  in  series  of 
three — each  libi*ary  of  the  series  containing  copies  of  the  same  books 
as  its  companions.  Finding  lists,  or  catalogs,  of  these  libraries  are 
made  and  a  few  words  of  description  are  given  to  each  volume.  A 
sufficient  number  of  printed  copies  of  these  finding  lists  are  sent 
with  each  library  on  each  trip  to  supply  one  copy  to  each  family  of 
borrowers.  These  annotated  catxilogs  have  been  found  to  add  much 
to  the  value  of  the  libraries. 
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THE  CHILD  AND  THE  SMALL  LIBRARY. 


L.  E.  STEARNS.  LIBRARIAN. 

President  Eliot,  of  Harvard  College,  mounded  the  key-note  of  mod- 
ern llhrar\'  thought  and  spirit  when   he   said,    **it  is   always  through 
the  children  that  the  best    work    is    to    be  done  for  the  uplifting  of 
any  eoninmnity/'     The    problem    of    the    child    is  the  problem  of  the 
state  and  aio  less  the  problem  of  the  public  library.     **ln  this  age  of 
trash  and  i)rinted  wickedness,  when  a  professor  in  one  of  our  western 
universities    feels    tempted    to  say  that    the    youth    of    this  country 
would  grow  up  to  .stancher    citizenship  and  better    virtue  were  they 
wot  taught  to  read;    antl  when   P>ede.ric    Harrison  sees  on  every  side 
the  poisonous  exhalations  of  literary    garbage    and    bad    men's  worse 
thoughts  which  drive  him  to  exclaim  that  he  could  almost  reckon  the 
printing-press  amongst  the  scourges  of  mankind:"  and  when  a  study 
of    our    school    statistics    demooistrates    the    fact    that    the   average 
tichool  life  of  the  child  in  the  East  does  not  exceed  six,  in  the  West 
five,  and  in  the  South    three    full    years:     when    such  facts  as  these 
confront  us,  then   it   is    we    realize    that  there  should  be  free  public 
libraries  established  and  permanently  maintained  and  that  the  treas- 
ures of  these  libraries  should  be  brought   to  the    child's    attention  at 
the  earliest  iK)ssiblc  moment. 

THE  FIRST  WOKK  WITH  THE  CHILD. 

The  moilern  librarian  begins  with  beautiful  picture  books  which 
she  urges  parents  to  take  home  to  the  little  ones.  'Ihese  books  not 
only  bring  hapj)iness  to  the  child  but  train  his  aesthetic  sense  and 
his  imagination.  Again,  many  of  the  city  children  have  never  seen 
a  meadow  or  the  country  in  the  springtime.  They  know  nothing  of 
the  sweet  delights  of  mature,  of  birds  and  flowens.  As  the  next  best 
substitutes  for  these  are  the  pictures  of  nature'«  sweetest  haunts 
which  aHists  have  transcribed  with  such  loving  care  and  wjiich  are 
now  being  reproduced  with  such  faithfulness  by  the  aid  of  the  new 
gniphic  processes. 

From    picture-books    the    child    goes    to   such    works    as    Scudders 
**Verse  and  Prose  for  Hegifmers,"  Norton's  "First  Heart  of  Oak  Book/' 
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a.nd  other  versions  of  dear  old  Mother  Goose,  which  have  been  read 
and  will  continue  to  be  read  by  countless  generations.  In  all  thie 
first  work  with  the  child,  the  librarian  is  striving  "that  there  may 
be  no  distincticfli  in  after  years  in  the  child's  mind  between  reading 
as  an  art  learned  and  reading  as  a  delight  discovered.'* 

SYMPATHY    WITH    CHILDHOOD. 

But  to  accomplish  all  this,  the  librarian  must  be  above  ail  else,  a 
lover  of  child  ruiture.  With  loving  sympathy,  the  librari«an  should  be 
able  **to  dig  down  beneath  the  uncouth  surface  of  the  commonest 
child  that  comes  to  her  and  discover  and  develop  that  faculty  in  him 
which  is  to  make  him  fit  to  live  in  sobriety  and  usefulness  with  his 
hin  fellow-men.  Let  us  also  learn  to  look  upon  every  child-face  that 
•comes  before  us  as  a  possible  Shakespeare,  or  Michael  Angelo,  or 
Beethoven,  or  Edison;  for  every  child  has  hidden  awav  somewhere 
in  it«  being'  this  precious  capacity  for  something  creative.  When  we 
come  to  look  upon  eiach  as  a  possible  genius,  then  shall  we  a<ld  new 
dignity  to  humati  life." 

It  has  come  to  be  an  axiom  at  normal  schools  that  the  individuality 
of  the  child  must  be  preserved;  that  the  teacher  must  discover  the 
sjxecial  bent  of  each  pupil  and  inourish  and  develop  it.  With  the 
surcharged  curriculum  and  over-crowded  rooms  in  the  schools  of  our 
<*ities,  and  the  multiplicity  of  classes  under  the  charge  of  one  teacher 
in  the  country  districts,  the  mo<lern  teacher  ofttimes  finds  it  quite  im- 
possible to  nurture  the  sj>ecial  aptitude  of  the  child.  It  has  been 
justly  urged  that  v.e  canoiot  have  a  teacher  for  every  individual 
talent.  This  is  true;  but  we  may  have  large  influences  at  ANt>rk 
"which  shall  reach  and  develop  all  children.  This  is  the  mission  of 
the  book,  the  book  of  inspiration  and  of  i>ower.  Herein  lies  the 
'>vork  of  the  librarian.  "Follow  back  the  history  of  any  great  life. 
Find  out  what  eleme»nt  made  that  life  great.  In  almost  every  in- 
stance you  will  find  that  it  was  not  the  ordinary  schooling,  but  some 
«ynipathetic  drawing  out  of  the  boy's  faculties — an  appeal  to  the 
imagination  and  the  spirit  within  him." 

NO    AGE     LIMIT. 

There  should  be  no  patronizing  condescension  on  the  part  of  the 
librarian  in  dealing  with  the  child.  Primarily,  every  child  of  any  age 
should  have  a  card  in  his  own  name.  There  is  a  juvenile  pride  in 
the  ownership  of  a  card  which  should  not  be  denied  him.  It  should 
<iot  suffice  to  allow  children  under  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age 
Jibran-  privileges  through  the   use   of   the   parent's  card.     A  child  of 
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five  years,  under  proper  g^iaraiite«,  is  exactly  as  reepansible  t(y  the 
library  as  his  father.  Over  twenty  years  a^,  the  late  Dr.  Poole 
of  Chicago  affirmed,  in  advocating  the  abolishniieinit  of  the  ag«  limit 
im  all  libraries,  that  the  children  were  his  best  and  most  careful 
patrons.  The  excuse  that  the  small  library  cannot  afford  to  buy 
books  for  the  youngest  readers  is  untenable  in  these  days  when  pub- 
lishing firms  are  putting  forth  such  works  as  '*Verse  flud  Prose  for 
Beginners,"  "Fables  and  Folk  Stories,"  the  first  and  secooid  books  of 
"Stepping  Stones  to  Literature,"  "Choice  Literature,"  "Stories  of  Great 
Americans  for  Little  Americsuis,"  etc.,  etc.,  which  may  be  purchased 
at  an  average  cost  of  thirty-two  cents. 

ACQUAINTANCESHIP    WITH    CHILDREN. 

After  the  child's  interest  is  aroused  in  the  simple  books,  the  libra- 
rian should  acquaint  herself  with  the  boy's  or  girl's  special  likes  or 
dislikes  i»n  the  things  of  life.  A  knowledge  of  a  boy's  collection  of 
postage  stamps  may  be  made  the  inspiration  of  a  trip  around  the 
world  through  the  medium  of  such  books  as  Carpenter's  "Asia," 
Coe's  "Our  American  Neighbors,"  Dodge's  *'Land  of  Pluck,"  Groh- 
man's  "Camps  in  the  Rockies,"  De  Windt's  "Gold  Fields  of  Alaska," 
etc., — a  course  of  reading  in  travel  and  adventure  which  will  do 
much  to  repress  a  taste  for  the  unreal  vagaries  of  Jules  Verne  and 
kindred  authors.  The  future  Edison  with  a  penchant  for  utilizing 
his  mother's  preserving  jars  for  solutions  of  sulphuric  acid,  water, 
and  strips  of  zinc  and  copi>er,  should  early  be  led  to  read  Hopkin's 
"Experimental  Science,"  Sloane's  "Electric  Toy  Making,"  Meadow- 
croft's  "A  B  C  of  Electricity,"  Trowbridge's  "What  is  Electricity?" 
and  Bonney's  "Electrical  Experiments."  The  boy  who  is  discovered 
robbioig  birds'  nests  may  be  taught  the  error  of  his  ways  through  a 
wise  use  of  the  colored  plates  in  Blanchan's  "Bird  Neighbors,"  and 
like  works.  The  fifteen  year  old  girl  who  "adores  the  Duchess" 
should  have  her  attention  called  in  a  kindly,  tactful  way  to  such 
books  as  Perry's  "Hope  Benham,"  Deland's  "Malvern"  and  "Oakleigh," 
Jewett's  "Deephaven"  «and  "Betty  Leicester,"  Howard's  "One  Summer, 
Allen's  "Kentucky  Cardinal"  and  "Aftermath,"  Burnett's  "Louisiana, 
Stuart's  "Sonny,"  Wiggins  "Polly  Oliver's  Problem,"  Dodge's  "Don- 
ald a«nd  Dorothy,"  Richard's  "Three  Margarets,"  and  other  whole- 
some tales  of  happy  home  life. 

CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENTS. 

This  opportunity  for  personal  work  on  the  part  of  the  librarian  of 
the  small  library  is  indeed  enviable.  In  the  larg^  libraries  this  per- 
sonal work  is  done,  if  at  all,  throug-h  special  children's  departments  in 


»»■ 


»» 


THE    CHILD    AND    THE    SMALL    LIBRARY.  15 

charge  of  assistants  of  special  fitness  and  training  The  Milwaukee 
library  is  the  only  one  in  Wisconsin  which  has  a  special  room  for 
this  purpose — a  large,  bright  room  located,  unfortunately,  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  new  building.  Here  all  the  children's  books  are  to 
be  found,  with  the  exception  of  the  numberless  duplicates  sent  to 
the  public  schools.  The  children's  room  has  but  recently  been  opened 
and  it  is  too  soon  to  speak  of  its  work,  but  we  are  confident  that 
under  the  wise  direction  of  its  superintendent.  Miss  Dousma«n,  it 
will  become  a  potent  factor  among  the  uplifting  influences  of  the 
city. 

THE    CHILDREN'S    COKNEIl. 

In  the  smaller  libraries,  in  lieu  of  a  children's  department,  resort 
is  had  to  a  **C'hildren's  Alcove  or  Corner,"  where  their  books  may  he 
found  within  easy  reach.  Children's  tables,  made  lower  than  the 
usual  size,  are  found  in  libraries  having  reading-rooms,  upon  which 
are  placed  copies  of  the  **Youth's  Companion,"  "St.  Nicholas,"  "Our 
Dumb  Animals,"  "Birds,"  "Our  Little  Men  and  Women,"  etc.,  for 
young  readers.  A  boy  will  sometimes  be  discovered  in  a  cosy  window- 
seat,  deep  in  the  mysteries  of  "Jack  Ballister*s  Fortunes."  At  the 
Eau  Claire  and  Racine  Public  Libraries,  portions  of  the  readimg- 
room  are  used  as  children's  comers,  while  special  tables  have  been 
assigned  to  their  use  at  Beaver  Dam,  Chippewa  Falls,  Spring  Green, 
and  Two  Rivers.  The  unattractive  walls  of  the  Chippewa  Falls 
library  are  made  bright  and  pleasing  by  the  aid  of  interestiing  pic- 
tures, changed  frequently;  while  beautiful  plants  mark  the  appear- 
ance of  the  library  at  Two  Rivers. 

OPEN    SHELVES. 

There  is  no  disputing  the  fact  that  the  most  popular  libraries  in 
the  state  and  those  that  do  the  best  work  among  the  children  are 
those  that  have  free  access  to  shelves.  The  libraries  that  resort  to 
a  printed  catalog  discover  that  most  of  its  contents  are  a  sealed 
book  to  the  child,  save  for  the  easily  discovered  and  interminable 
Optic,  Castlemon,  Alger,  Trowbridge,  Fosdick,  and  "Elsie  Books," 
should  a  librarian  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  any  of  the  above- 
named  endless  and  hackneyed  series. 

The  best  example  of  open  shelves  to  be  found  in  the  state  is  at 
Beaver  Dam,  the  first  library  to  adopt  the  plan  fourteen  years  ago. 
Here  is  a  collection  of  over  7,000  volumes,  without  a  label  on  a  single 
book  and  yet  the   shelves    are   in   perfect   order    at  all    times.    This 
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state  of  affairs  has  been  brought  about  by  tactful,  persisteut 
work  with  the  children  who  have  been  taught  to  recognize  the 
rights  of  others.  The  young  folks  are  mode  to  realize,  in  a  kindly 
way,  that  misplaced  books  may  be  a  source  of  annoyance  to  them- 
selves and  to  other  borrowers.  A  simple,  alphabetical  arrangement, 
under  the  proper  subject,  is  ofttimes  far  less  cocifusing  to  the  child 
than  a  sequence  of  such  hieroglyphics  as  914.97:  A22  and  915.96:  B23. 
Still,  it  may  be  said  in  defense  of  the  latter  that  at  the  Stevens 
Point  Library,  where  a  complicated  system  of  nuxpbers  and  letters  is 
used,  the  children  have  been  trained  not  onily  to  select  books  from 
the  shelves  but  to  return  them  to  their  proper  places  as  »oon  as 
they  are  quickly  examined  and  checked  off  by  the  librarian!  The 
advantages  of  such  a  system  are  obvious,  the  books  being  put  into 
instant  circulatic«n  as  soon  as  returned. 

It  is  coming  to  be  more  and  more  of  au  axiom  in  library  economy 
that  "The  public  m«ay  be  safely  entrusted  to  care  for  what  belongs 
to  the  public."  Librarians  too  often  come  to  feel,  through  long 
terms  of  office,  a  sense  of  proprietorship  ill  befitting  c»ne  who  should 
be  above  all  else  a  servant  of  the  people.  "Miss  or  Mrs.  Blank 
thinks  she  owns  the  library,'*  is  a  remark  heard  not  infrequently  in. 
some  cities.  Rules  and  restrictions  are  made  more  and  more  onerous 
a»n<l  burdensome  instea<l  of  less  and  less  so,  as  the  privileges  of  the 
library  become  more  and  more  appreciated  by  the  people.  Teachers 
are  denied  access  to  shelves  while  looking  up  references  for  their 
pupils,  club  women  and  students  are  shut  out  and  even  library 
trustees  have  been  refused  admittance! 

We  do  not  advocate  free  access  in  all  cases.  It  has  proved  disas- 
trous where  the  librariam  was  immature  and  generally  inefficient. 
Neither  would  we  always  advooa.te  the  plan  for  the  first  few  clays  or 
weeks  during  the  popular  excitement  attending  the  opening  of  the 
new  library.  After  the  novelty  has  worn  away,  a  rainy  or  quiet  day 
could  be  used  to  inaugurate  the  system,  giving  opportumty  for  per- 
sonal instruction  as  to  the  proper  arrangement  of  the  books  on  the 
shelves.  This  individual  attention  could  be  gradually  extended  till 
all  are  participants  in  the  betiefits  of  the  system — which  embrace 
a  great  saving  of  time  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  librarian  alike, 
and  deep  and  lasting  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOL. 

The  most  cordial  relations  should  exist  betAveeti  the  librarj'  and  the 
school  authorities.  The  librarian  should  be  in  touch  with  the  school 
work,  keeping  in  advance  of  the  rotation  in  studies  and  subjects  for 
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debate  so  that  the  wants  of  the  pupils  may  be  supplied  without  delay. 
Personal  visits  to  the  schools  and  talks  to  the  pupils  at  ^'morning  exer- 
cises" c»n  "Jolly  Good  Books  for  Boys"  and  kindred  subjects  will  go 
far  in  arousing-  an  interest  in  the  best  literature.  Where  the  library 
is  situated  at  some  distance  from  the  schools,  it  is  sometimes  deemed 
best  to  send  small  collections  of  books  on  various  subjects  to  the 
schools  to  be  issued  to  the  pupils  by  the  clafis-teachers.  Where  con- 
ditions admit,  classes  should  be  brought  to  the  library  for  special 
talks  on  the  use  of  reference  books  and  kiaidred  topics.  Several  li- 
braries in  our  state  are  favored  with  lecture-halls,  the  use  of  which 
for  educational  purposes,  should  be  as  free  as  the  reading  room. 
Stereopticon  lectures  should  be  given,  embracing  tours  of  the  world, 
trips  to  the  Klondike,  and  visits  to  famous  art-galleries — thus  enlarg- 
ing the  mental  horizou  of  the  people  and  giving  pleasure  to  young 
and  old. 

USE  OF  PICTURES. 

Many  libraries,  that  have  reading  rooms,  fadl  to  utilize  the  abund- 
ance of  material  at  hand  for  collections  of  pictures  to  supplement 
school  and  club  work.  Most  of  the  weekly  periodicals  used  on  read- 
ing tables  become  too  s?oile<l  or  worn  to  be  worth  binding  The  best 
of  the  illustrations  should  be  cut  from  the«e  and  mounted  on  dark 
gray  or  manila  tag  board.  They  should  then  be  classified,  if  possible, 
and  port- folios  should  be  arranged  for  various  countries,  art  subjects, 
etc..  to  be  loaned  to  individuals,  schools  and  wome«n's  clubs.  Much 
valuable  material  of  this  nature  may  be  collected  from  attics  and 
titore-rooms.  Samples  of  proper  mounting  board  may  be  obtained 
upon  application  at  the  oflBce  of  the  Commission. 

The  Woman's  Club  at  Monroe  has  placed  large  photographic  repro- 
tluctions  of  famous  paiiitings  on  the  walls  of  the  libi'ary — an  idea  most 
worthy  of  imitation. 

THE   MAXSOX  BOOK  MARK. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  wide-spread  use  of  the  Maxson  Book 
Mark  throughout  the  state  and  country-.  It  is  not  copyrighted  and 
may,  therefore,  be  used  by  any  one.  Its  little  story  appeals  to  all  and 
re.sults  in  greater  care  and  appreciation  of  l>ooks  The  book-mark 
was  writte«i  off  hastily  during  a  meeting  of  the  library  board  of  the 
Mabel  Taintor  Memorial  Librarj'  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  by  a  trustee, 
the  late  Rev.  Henry  Doty  Maxson.  The  Library  Commission  will 
gladly  supply  copies  to  all  who  desire,  free  of  charge.  The  use  of  the 
l>ook-maj"k  ha«  aided  in  the  establishment,  in  various  places,  of  the 
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CHILDREN'S  LIBKAUV  LEAGUE. 

The  first  Children's  Library  I/eagfiie  was  started  in  Cleveland,  Ohio^ 
in  March,  1897.  Under  this  plan,  each  child  who  wishes  to  become 
a  member  subscribes  to  the  following  agreement,  printed  on  the  mem- 
bership card: 

HONOK  ROLL  OF  THE  LIBRARY  LEAGUE. 

**\Ve,  the  undersigned,  members  of  The  Library  League,  agree  to  do 
all  in  our  power  to  assist  the  librarian  in  keeping  the  book«s  in  good 
condition." 

"We  promise  to  remember  that  good  books  contain  the  living 
thoughts  of  good  and  great  men  and  women,  and  are  therefore  enti- 
tled to  respect." 

*'\Ve  will  not  handle  any  library  book  roughly  or  carelessly,  will  not 
mark  it,  turn  down  leaves  nor  put  an^'thing  into  it  thicker  than  a 
slip  of  paper." 

"We  will  also  do  all  in  our  power  to  interest  other  boys  and  girls  in 
the  right  care  of  books,  and  will  report  all  which  we  find  in  bad  con- 
dition." 

On  thtj  reverse  side  of  this  agreement  is  i>rinted: 

LIBRARY  LEAGUE  HONOR  CARD. 

"This  certifies  that living  at  has  signed  the  agree- 
ment of  the  Library  League,  in  the  Honor  Roll  Book  of  the  League 
and  lierebj'  becomes  a  member  in  gooii  standing." 

Card  No 

The  League  sprang  into  great  popularity  and  the  Honor  Roll  Book 
contains  thoufjiinds  of  names.  A  little  badge,  supplied  at  a  small  cost,. 
is,  worn  by  the  members  for  purpo^ses  of  identification  at  the  library. 
In  writing  of  the  League,  Miss  Eastman  says,  "We  are  going  to  begin 
with  the  children  in  training  people  to  care  properly  for  books.  We 
feel  that  that  is  onl}'  a  small  part  of  the  work  and  that  there  are 
infiaiite  possibilities  in  it,  giving  ns  a  hold  on  the  children  which  will 
enable  us  in  many  indirect  ways  to  direct  and  guide  their  reading."" 

The  Lil>rarj'  League  at  Eau  Claire  was  organized  on  Washington's 
birthday  of  this  year.  Notices  of  the  formation  of  tlie  League  Avere 
circulated  through  the  newspapers  and  schools,  and  as  a  result  the 
library  was  packed  with  young  folks.  Three  hun-dred  children  have 
signed  the  pledges  modeled  upon  those  of  the  Cleveland  League,  with 
the  exception  of  the  added  declaration,  **We  will  try  while  in  the 
library  to  step  lightly  and  whisper  as  little  as  possible."  The  latter 
clause  is  made  necessary  through  the  use  of  a  part  of  the  reference 
or   reading  room   for  the  children's  corner.     Red  ribbo-n  badges  are 
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furnished  to  the  menibers.     Further  details  of  the  phm  may  be  had 
upon  application  to  Miss  E.  D.  Biscoe,  Public  Library,  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 

AN  AMUSEMENT  KOOM. 

The   Monroe   Free  I*ublic  Library   enjoys   the  distinction   of  being" 
the  only  librarj'  in  the  state  to  which  has  been  added  an  aniusemeqit 
room  for  the  youth  of  the  city.     The  g^ames  were  purchased  with  the 
receipts  from  a  base-ball  match  played  by  the  business  men  of  the 
citv.     Some  of  the  members  of  the  Woman's  Club  of  Monroe  are  over- 
seers  of  the  room  in  turn,  the  room  being:  open  every  evening-  ioi  the 
week,  Sundays  excepted,  from  seven  to  nine  o'cloi'k.     The  g-ames  in- 
clude sliced  animals  and  max>s,  jack-straws,  checkers,  chess,  crokinole, 
carroms,  etc.     The  bov-visitors  are  most  orderly  a«id  do  not  disturb 
the  comfort  and  quiet  of  the  reiulers  in  the  librarj'  room  adjoining. 
The  ideia  is  to  be  heartily  commended    where  proper    supervision  is 
available.     The  Monroe  library,  supported  by  a  meagrre  appropriation 
from  the  school  funds,  is  not  limiting  its  influence  to  the  school-chil- 
dren alone,  but  is  a  veritable   centre  of  happiness  for  the  entire  com- 
nmnitv. 

Whertf  amusement  rooms  are  impossibilities,  owing  to  lack  of  space, 
We  would  suggef5t  that  games  and  small  raagici  lanterns,  with  suitable 
slides,  be  purchased  to  be  loaned  for  home  use. 

TO  THE  PAKENTS. 

The  greatest  complaint  among  librarians  of  the  present  day  is  the 
lack  of  supe^^•ision  of  the  child's  reading  c»n  the  part  of  the  parent. 
Bo  long  as  the  child  is  quiet  and  "keeps  out  from  under  foot,"  it 
matters  not  whether  or  no  he  is  engaged  with  the  delightful  recital 
of  the  crimes  outlined  in  "The  Dead  Sport  or  The  Bushwhacker 
Avenged;"  or  whether  or  no  the  flf teen-year-old  girl  is  steeping  her- 
self i»n  Dora  Prier's  "By  Passion  Rocked" — books  that  are  circulated 
from  hand  to  hand  through  the  medium  of  an  Underground  Travel- 
ing Library  system  which  the  librarian  is  powerless  to  prevent.  The 
l)est  remedy  for  euch  an  evil  as  this  is  found  in  the  home,  where 
the  parents  make  a  practice  of  reading  aloud  some  simple  stories  at 
tlie  family  fireside.  Horace  E.  Scudder  has  said,  "There  is  no  academy 
en  earth  equal  to  a  mother  reading  to  her  child."  The  prettiest  spec- 
tacle ever  seen  by  the  writer  was  that  of  a  mother  who  gathered 
her  Jive  little  children  about  her  at  the  piano  and  accompanied  them 
through  three  or  four  sweet  little  songs — followed  by  the  mother  read- 
Jnjf,  for  the  hundredth  time,  perhaps,  one  of  the  dear  old  fairy  tales 
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taken  from  that  tretasure,  Scudder's  **Children's  Book."  Children, 
such  as  these,  ax;custonied  to  hearing  only  the  best,  i«n  music,  song 
and  story,  from  their  earliest  infancy,  will  not  forsake  such  standards 
ior  "rag  time"  music,  *'After  the  Ball,"  or  the  "Heavenly  Twins."  The 
wise  mother  early  recognizes  the  fact,  as  does  the  wise  librarian,  that 
^*What  we  make  children  love  and  desire  is  more  important  thani  what 
vre  make  them  learn." 


Plan  of  the  first  floor  of  the  Ellsha  D.  Smith  Library  Building.    For  description 

see  opposite  page. 
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THE  ELISHA  D.  SMITH  LIBRARY.' 


Reprinted  from  the  Library  Journal,  December,  1897. 

On  November  21,  1895,  at  the  request  of  MIbs  Lucy  Lee  Pleasants, 
a  number  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Menasha  assembled  in  the  parlors 
of  the  principal  hotel  to  declare  their  willing-ness  to  promote  the  es- 
tablishment  of  a  free  public  Horary.  Here  the  scheme  would  probably 
have  perished  in  its  infancy  if  Mr.  E.  D.  Smitli,  a  prominent  manu- 
facturer, had  not  offered  to  head  a  subscription  list  with  $500  if  $1,000 
could  be  raised  from  other  sources.  Several  men  and  women  agreed 
to  solicit  the  money  aind  so  the  enterprise  w^as  launched. 

Some  dark  days  of  discouragement  succeeded  this  first  outburst 
of  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Hutchins,  of  the  State  Library  Commission,  vis- 
ited the  community  with  words  of  counsel  and  encouragement;  but 
it  seemed  a  far  cry  to  a  thousand  dollars  and  the  spirits  of  the  pro- 
jectors had  sunk  to  a  low  ebb  indeed,  when  an  old  citizen  came  for- 
ward and  isaid  that  tw^o  of  his  daughters  had  married  men  w^ho  could 
not  read,  and  that  because  he  wanted  to  help  the  cause  in  some  way 
he  would  make  the  shelves  for  the  future  public  library. 

After  this  things  seemed  to  get  brighter,  the  subscription  list  began 
to  grow  "like  a  grarde«i  full  of  snow"  as  the  nursery  rhyme  has  it, 
and  a  request  w^as  soon  sent  off  to  the  officers  of  the  State  Library 
Commission  fon  a  list  of  wholesome  popular  books.  A  firm  of  lumber 
dealers  gave  the  shelving,  a  small  boy  who  had  learned  to  print  made 
the  borrowers'  cards,  a  poor  woman  scrubbed  the  floor  as  her  offer- 
ing, and  as  many  ladies  as  the  two  little  rooms  could  hold  came  to 
paste  in  the  book-pockets  and  to  cut  the  leaves.  The  library  commis- 
sion sent  an  experienced  cataloger  to  put  things  to  rights,  as  its 
donation,  and  the  library  was  then  opened  to  the  public,  with  Miss 
Pleasants  in  charge. 

Each  succeeding  day  found  the  two  small  rooms  crowded  with  pa- 
trons. German  books  were  purchased  for  the  older  German  folk  and 
a  list  of  Polish  books  was  made  out  by  the  Polish  priest  for  the  ag-ed 
ones  of  his  little  flock.  Knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  library 
epread  among  the  poor  like  fire  in  dry  grass.  Women  came  inj  twos 
and  threes,  with  woolen  mufflers  over  their  heads;  men,  grimy  with 
^ork,  scarcely  waited  to  take  their  black  pipes  out  of  their  mouths 

•  For  views  of  the  building  erected  by  Mr.   Smith  see  the  frontispiece  and 
page  20. 
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before  they  stumbled  up  the  library  stairs,  while  children,  when  the 
supply  of  young"  folks'  literature  wiis  temi)orarily  exhausted,  hung 
about  the  doors  all  Saturday  aftemoo<ns,  in  the  hope  of  g-etting-  a  book 
that  some  dhe  else  came  to  return. 

When  the  people  were  asked  to  support  the  library  with  -a  tax 
the  measure  was  carried  by  a  rousing  majority,  despite  the  hard 
times.  Then  Mr.  E.  D.  Smitb,  who  had  only  been  waiting  to  see  the 
library  put  on  a  firm  basis,  carried  out  his  long-cherished  project, 
and  gave  the  city  $30,000  for  a  library  building  and  endowment  fund. 

It  is  the  intention  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  donor,  Miss  Pleasants,  the  li- 
brarian, and  the  board  of  directors  of  the  library  to  make  this  library, 
at  the  suggestioai  of  the  library  commission,  the  center  of  educational 
activity  for  the  ciVy  and  county v  The  second  floor  of  the  library  will 
contaiin  an  auditorium,  seating  600,  which  may  be  divided,  when  nec- 
essary, into  smaller  rooms  for  study  clubs,  etc.  Here  series  of  popu- 
lar lectures  will  be  given.  It  is  also  the  intention  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors to  take  advaaitage  of  the  new  library'  law,  which  enables  a 
library  hoard  to  make  contracts  with  the  boards  of  supervisors  of 
neighlx)ring  townships,  at  a  nominal  sum,  by  which  books  may  be 
loaned  to  the  fanners  and  other  revsidents  i«n  the  surrounding  towns. 
With  the  completion  of  the  mew  building  Mr.  Smith  will  also  estab- 
lish a  system  of  traveling  libraries  in  the  district,  with  the  Menasha 
library  as  its  center. 

The  new  library  building,  which  is  shown  in  the  frontispiece,  is 
40x70  ft.,  two  stories  high,  with  a  1^0x30  one-story  book-room.  The 
cost  was  about  $20,000.  The  first  story  contains  the  book-room,  di- 
rectors' room,  toilet-rooms,  general  rea<ling-room,  wit^  alcoves  for 
newspapers,  magazines,  and  children's  tables;  all  of  the  alcoves,  book- 
room,  and  vestibule  being  under  observation  from  the  libraria«n's  desk, 
and  making  it  jwssible  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  library  with  one 
attendant.  In,  the  basement  is  placed  the  heating  plant,  bicycle-room 
and  toilet-rooms.  The  approach  to  the  building  is  By  means  of  wide 
stone  stei>s  leading  up  to  an  arcade  of  three  arches  in  the  center  of 
the  building.  The  entire  exterior  is  of  buff  Bedford  limestone  and 
the  roof  of  tile. 

The  structure  occupies  a  comer  lot  overlooking  the  river  and  is 
in  a  location  so  ceaitral  that  it  is  hoped  that  many  people  will  be  be- 
guiled from  the  bustling  traffic  of  the  highway  into  the  pleasant  by- 
paths of  learning. 
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DESSERT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


^h  Dessert,  Esq.,  of  Mosinee,  one  of  th 

to  erect  a  beautiful  library  buildintr  which  he  tvilt  erjuiji 
:aill  for  the  benefit  of  the  resitlents  of  his  home  town  und  v 


'  building,  a  cut  of  which  \n  shown  herewith,  is  to  l}e  of  briek, 
I.  stone  fouDdatlon.  It  will  be  36x72  feet,  two  stsrles.  with  base- 
On  the  first  floor  will  be  a  reading  room.  27x34  feet,  the  li- 
n's  office  11x14  feet  and  the  book  room  14x22  feet.  On  the  sec- 
aoT  will  be  an  opera  hall  4Sx34  feet,  with  a  stage  17  feet  wide. 
uilding  will  be  a  very  hiindKome  one  :iu(l  will  be  liiiely  titled  for 
rpose.     It  will  cost  about  tS.uov. 


the  village  of  Mosinee  contains  but  about  600  inhnbitants,  Mr. 
srt  has  provided  an  ample  and  beautiful  hiinie  for  all  tiie  intellct:- 
anil  social  organizations  which  are  needed  to  supplement  the  edu- 
nal  work  of  the  schools  and  homes.  No  other  village  in  the  state, 
any  times  it«  size,  has  so  beautiful  n  library  building  as  Mr.  Des- 
has  proiided  for  Mosinee  and  his  wisiloin  and  generosity  should 
re  the  emulation  of  other  wealthy  men  in  small  villagex. 
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WISCONSIN  SUMMER  SCHOOL  OF  LIBKARY 

SCIENCE. 


The  neetl  of  some  form  of  librarj'  training  for  those  who  cannot  af- 
ford to  attend  the  longer  terms  at  th'e  regular  library  schools  wns  long 
recognized  in  Wisconsin.  Such  a  course  was  not  made  possible,  how- 
ever, until  the  summer  of  1895  when,  through  the  generosity  of  the 
Hon.  J.  H.  Stout,  a  summer  school  of  librarv  science  was  established 
in  connection  with  the  University  Summer  School  at  Madison.  Miss 
Katherine  L.  Sharp,  then  in  charge  of  the  deportment  of  librarj' 
science  of  the  Armour  Institute,  Chicago,  111.,  was  the  director  for  the 
first  two  years  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin,  librarian 
of  the  Scoville  Institute  of  Oak  Park,  111.  Senator  Stout  paid  the  ex- 
penses of  the  school  the  first  two  summers,  but  the  school  is  now 
self-supporting,  a  fee  of  $15  being  charged. 

The  purpose  of  the  school  is  iiot  to  make  the  inexperienced  fit  for 
library  service,  but  to  give  those  in,  charge  of  small  libraries  and 
library  assistants  some  knowledge  of  elementary  library  methods. 
The  course  comprises  a  six  weeks*  term,  beginning  the  Monday  follow- 
ing the  fourth  day  of  July.  The  instruction  follows  the  treatment  of 
a  book  m,  logical  order  through  all  processes  in  the  library,  from  the 
time  it  is  added  to  the  accession  or  invoice  book,  until  it  has  been 
classified,  cataloged,  loan.ed  to  reader,  rejiaired,  and  rebound,  %\nth  24r 
lessons  in  the  Dewev  an<l  Cutter  classificptions.  The  >vork  does  not 
end  with  theoretical  lectures  merely,  but  from  three  to  five  hours  a 
day  of  iaidei^endent  practice  work  is  expeeted  of  each  student,  tend- 
ing towards  self-reliance  in  future  n-xjrk.  This  independent  work  is 
ciirefully  revised  and  returned,  each  student  thus  carrying  home  a 
full  set  of  samples  which  are  invaluable  for  future  reference.  Na 
text-lx)ioks  are  used;  the  instruetion  is  entirely  by  lecture,  demonstra- 
tion, and  laboratory  work.  For  example,  one  principle  of  the  card 
ca/talog  is  explained  in  class  by  means  of  the  blackboard  and  sajnples, 
then  a  number  of  books  illustrating  this  principle  lare  assigned  for 
independent  ^vork  and  the  result,  when  handed  in,  is  caj^fully  re- 
\'ised  and  i-etumed  to  the  student.  Ln  classification,  the  principles  are 
t/aught  by  actually  classifying  books  and  students  lare  given  the  prac- 
tice with  the  notation  of  the  Dewey  Decimal  and  the  Cutter  Expansive 
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clnssificatioiit^,  as  these  twt)  sj'stems  are  most  %\idely  iise<l.  In  order- 
ing", the  details  of  nuaking'  an  order  and  of  keeping*  necessary  records 

« 

are  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of  book-buying. 
Instruction  in  book-making  and  binjding  is  illustrated  by  visits  to 
local  publishers  and  binderies.  Visits  are  talso  paid  to  the  historical, 
city,  and  university  libraries  in  Madison, 

Special  lectures  were  give«n  in  1898  on  book-buying,  librarj'  associa- 
tions, librarianship  as  a  profession,  traveling  libraries,  historical  col- 
lections, children's  reading,  etc.  The  Library  Bureau  makes  an  ex- 
hibit of  library  appliances  each.  year. 

It  has  been  thoroughly  demonstrated  that  the  summer  school  is 
not,  as  was  fearecl,  a  luirmful  short-cut  to  superficial  traiming,  but 
rather  a  good  step  im  the  right  direction.  The  summer  school  has 
proved  an  active  and  living  factor  in  the  promotion  of  librarj'  interests 
in  Wisconsin.  New  libraries  are  springing  up  in  many  little  hamlets 
Theise  libraries  must  largely  depeiul  for  their  admin istratioQi  upon  the 
local,  inexperienced  applicant.  An  isolated  public  library  imder  inex- 
perienced management  loses  most  of  its  opportunities  for  good  through 
ignorance  of  methoils  a«nd  facts  that  may  be  comparatively  easily 
learned.  Through  attendance  at  the  summer  school  many  points 
dealing"  with  administration  are  gained,  and,  best  of  all,  the  students 
become  imbued  with  what  has  come  to  be  k«nown  as  **the  library 
spirit." 

The  membership  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  feel  con- 
fident that  most  of  our  Wisconsin  libraries  could  profitably  use  some 
of  the  money  intenc>e<l  for  other  purixises  to  help  their  librariains  to 
attend  this  summer  school. 


STUDENTS  OF  THK  SUMMER  SCHOOL. 


1897. 


Bell,  Martha  W 

Brownriirv,  Lillian  F. 

Carrier,  Lill  ian 

DoolittJe.  HattieA... 
DoQsman,  Mary  £  — 
Ocrend.  Frances  E  — 

(rra well,  Mrs    Ida 

Harter,  Lyle 

Le»are.  Mad^e 

McNeill.  Anna  H 

Mcintosh,  Margaret.. 

McNair.  Bessie 

RajroKMid,  Mrs.  Alice. 

Richards,  Mary 

SilTerthom,  Nellie  C, 
Smith.  Elizabeth 


Beloit.  Wis 

Manistee,  Mich , 

River  Falls,  Wis 

Beaver  Dam.  Wi-*.. 
Milwaukee,  Wis  ... . 

Sheboygan,  Wis 

Marion,  Ind 

Huntington,  Ind. .. 
Menomoaie,  Wis. .. . 
Milwaukee.  Wi«< . .. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. .. . 

Lancaster,  Wis 

Grand  Rapids,  Wis, 
Clark's  imi, Ind... 

Wausau,  Wis , 

DePere,  Wi.s 


HiKh  ScJiool. 

Normal  School. 

Public. 

Public. 

Hif^h  School. 

Public. 

Public. 

Normal  School. 


Public. 

Public. 
Public. 


J 
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STUDENTS  OF  THE  SUMMER  SCHOOL  —  Continued, 

1898. 


Babbitt,  Grace 

Campbell,  Gk»rtrude 

Carpenter,  Mary  F 

Carr,  Lucy  L 

Cbapel,  Clara 

Early,  Amy  M 

Farr,  Alice 

Hainke,  Hulda 

Hambriffht,  Florence  E . 

Humphrey,  Evelyn 

Lewis,  Kate 

McDill,  Kate 

McGraw,  Minnie  A 

MacPh^rson,  Maude  R. . 


Meilander,  Mary 

Richardson,  Mary  P 

Russell,  Janet 

Scheeler,  Mrs.  M.  P 

Skinner,  Frances  L 

Stone,  Walter  King 

Swen,  Earl  Greg 

Thome,  Gertrude 

Tousley,  Bina 

Woodward,  Katharine  A. 


Normal,  111 

St.  Cloud,  Minn 

Madison,  Wis 

Madison,  Wis 

Evansville,  Wis 

Oak  Park,  IU...t.... 

Mankato,  Minn 

Milwaukee,  Wis 

Racine,  Wis 

South  Bend,  Ind  .. .. 
West  Superior,  Wis  , 

Chiciffo,  111 

Mankato,  Minn 

Ottawa,  Canada 

EUin,  III 

Milwaukee,  Wis  

Merrai,  Wis 

Marshalitown,  Iowa 

Evanston,  111 

Columbia,  Mo 

Cedar  Rapids,  la  — 

Winnetka.  Ill 

Lake  Mills,  Wis 

Oak  Park,  111 


Normal  SchooL 
Normal  School. 
Apprentice,  Madison. 

Public. 

Normal  School. 

Apprentice,  Racine. 
Public. 


Public. 
ADprentice,Oak  P'rk, 

High  SchooL 

Public. 
Public 

University. 

Public. 
Uil?h  School 
Apprentice,  Oak  P'rk, 


W 
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WISCONSIN  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Wieconsin  Library  Association  \\-as  org^anized  in  1891  and  has 
held  seven  annual  confereuices.  It  invites  to  its  membership  not  only 
librarians,  library  trustees  and  teaehers,  but  all  friends  of  libraries. 
Its  meetings  are  enthusiastic  and  inspiring-  and  have  done  much  to 
develop  the  great  i^nterest  in  public  libraries  which  is  so  noticeable 
a  feature  of  Wisconsin  life.  The  programs  of  the  association  are  in- 
teresting and  helpful,  the  social  atmosphere  is  congenial  and  new 
members  are  cordially  welcomed  and  made;  to  feel  at  home.  One  ses- 
sion of  the  association  is  givfin  to  frustees,  whose  ranks  include  many 
of  our  citizens  who  are  distinguished  for  scholarship,  public  spirit, 
and  business,  political  and  executive  ability.  No  one  who  is  inter- 
ested in  libraries  can  aflPord  to  miss  these  annual  confereaices.  The 
progressive  libraries  are  finding  it  profitable  to  require  their  librarians 
to  attend  these  meetings  and  also  to  pay  their  expenses. 

Persons  wishing  to  joi»n  the  Association  may  do  so  by  sending  their 
name  and  the  fee  (fifty  cents)  to  the  Secretary-,  Miss  Agnes  Van  Val- 
"kenburgh.  Public  Library,  Milwaukee.  Wisconsin,  and  they  will  re- 
ceive copies  of  all  circulars.  Dr.  E.  A.  Birge.  of  Madison,  is  President 
and  Miss  Maude  A.  Earley,  of  Chippewa.  Falls,  is  Treasurer. 

SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 

The  sixth  annual  conference  of  the  W'isconsin  Library  Association 
was  held  at  Milwaukee.  Wis.,  on  Feb.  22  and  23,  1897.  The  following 
libraries  were  represented:  Appleton,  Ashland,  Beaver  Dam,  Beloit, 
Eau  Claire,  Fond  du  Lac,  Fort  Atki«n«on,  CJrand  Rapids,  Green  Bay, 
Janesville,  Madi.son,  Menomonie,  Monro<»,  Oconomowoc.  Oshkosh,  She- 
boygan, Two  Rivers,  Wauwatosa,  West  Sui>erior;  the  State  Historical 
and  University  libraries  of  Madison,  Wis.;  the  Whitewater.  Platteville 
and  Stevens  Point  aiormal  schools;  the  Armour  luKtitute  of  Technol- 
ogy*: the  Public  Library  of  Chicago;  and  the  Eva.ns.t.nn  CIH.)  Public 
TJbrary.  The  State  Federation  of  Woman's  (  lubs,  the  Woman's  School 
Alliance,  and  the  Natioiral  Household  Economics  Associaticii  were 
represented  by  a  number  of  delegates. 

The  sessions  were  oi>ened  with  an  address  of  welcome  by  J.  M.  Pere- 
les,  president  of  the  Milwaukee  Public  Library  board,  to  which  re- 
sponse was  made  by  F.  A.  Hutchins.  president  of  the  associatimn.  Mr. 
Hutchins  then  made  a  talk  on  '^traveling  libraries  in  Wiscouvsin." 
The  talk  was  illustrate<l  with  a  sample  library  and  photographs  of  the 
localities  to  which  the  books  are  sent. 

Mr.  Hutchins  was  follo^ved  bv  Miss  Jaoiet  M.  Green,  secretarv  of  the 
Northern  Wisconsin  Traveling  Library  Association,  who  read  a  ])aper 
on  the  work  done  by  that  organization.  The  association  has  received 
donations  from  all  parts  of  the  counitry  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion.   Much  interest  is  evinced  in  the  work  in  the  northern  counties. 

The  secretary  read  a  letter  from  the  librarian  of  one  of  the  Witter 
travelinir  librarie«  m.  W^ood  county,  expressing  great  a]>preciation  of 
the  donor's  kindness. 
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Miss  M.  L.  Clark,  vice-president  for  Wisconsin  of  the  National  House- 
hold Economics  Association,  read  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  recent 
session  of  that  bo<ly,  eindorsing"  the  traveling  library  moveoiient  and 
pledg-in^  co-operation,  in  the  movenient  as  the  best,  means  for  diflPus- 
ing  litierature  on  saiaitary  and  household  subjects  in.  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

'•Traveling-  x>ictures"  was  the  subject  of  an  i»nteresting  paper  by  Miss^ 
Mary  E.  Tanner,  teacher  of  drawing  at  the  Stevens  Point  Normal 
School.  Miss  Tanner  explained  ways  of  mounting  the  pictures,  and 
exhibited  a  "number  of  pictures  similar  to  those  now  being  circulated 
in  Wood  county.  Miss  Tanner's  illustrations  were  reinforced  bv  an. 
exhibition  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Sherman,  of  Milwaukee,  of  large  photo- 
graphs suitable  for  'such  purposes. 

Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie,  Wis.,  opened  the  ge«neral  discus- 
sion of  traveling  libraries  and  pictures.  Senator  Stout  referred  to  the 
bill  now  pending  in  the  state  legislature,  which  provides  for  an  \m- 
creased  appropriation!  for  the  use  of  the  state  library  commission,  and 
stated  that  it  was  hoped  to  start  a  state  system  of  traveling  libraries 
in  the  near  future.  Senator  Stout  advocated  the  organizaticqi  of  as- 
sociations in  the  country  districts  for  the  discussion  of  such  topics 
as  "good  roads,"  as  he  considered  good  roads  to  oe  an  important  factor 
in  the  furtherance  of  the  traveliiig  librarv^  movement.  Mr.  Stout  was 
followed  by  Dr.  E.  A.  Birge,  Madison,  Wis.,  and  Rev.  S.  E.  Lathrop, 
of  Ashland. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  afternoon's  addresses,  the  80  delegates 
from  out  of  town  were  invited  to  gather  around  two  large  tables, 
upooi  which  supper  was  served  by  the  members  of  the  Milwaukee  Li- 
brary Round  Table.  Opportunity  ^^'^as  given  for  an  inspection  of  the 
library'  before  the  opening  of  the  evening  session,  which  was  devoted 
to  the  trustees'  section,  and  presided  over  by  Dr.  E.  A.  Birge,  trustee 
of  the  city  library  at  Madison.  I^n  opening  the  discussion.  Dr.  Birge 
alluded  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  association  and  the  increasing  in- 
terest taken  in  its  sessions.  He  spoke  of  the  education  the  trustees 
and  librarians  were  receiving  through  the  discussions  at  the  amnual 
meetings,  and  stated  that  things  had  not  been  going  so  well-  for  the 
lazy  trustee  and  the  indifferent  librarian  simce  the  organization  of 
the  association^  Communities  were  becoming  aroused  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  part  libraries  may  take  in  the  education  of  the  people, 
which  fact  augured  well  for  the  further  advancement  of  library  in- 
terests. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaughn,  fouinder  of  the  Vaughn  Library  at  Ashland,  Wis., 
then  spoke  on  the  "Responsibility  of  the  trustee  to  the  library."  Mrs. 
Vaughn  made  a  plea  for  sympathetic  interest  in  the  library  on  the 
part  of  the  trustee,  and  also  urg-ed  the  appointment  of  traine<l  librari- 
ans at  the  head  of  small  libraries,  thus  relieving  trustees  fro^  much 
of  the  labor  i«nvolved  in  the  management  of  the  library.  Dr.  Peck- 
ham,  of  the  Milwaukee  Pul)lic  Library,  spoke  in  the  dual  ea.pacity  of 
trustee  and  librarian,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Milwaukee  library' 
board  for  many  years  before  assuming  the  position  of  librarian.  Dr. 
Peckham  stated  that  a  distinct  line  should  be  drawn  between  the 
work  of  the  trustee  and  the  work  of  the  librarian.  The  librarian 
should  be  in  every  sense  the  executive  officer,  of  the  librarj',  the  board 
determininir  the  general  policy  of  the  institution. 

Dr.  Peckham  was  followe^l  by  the  Hon.  John  Johnston,  trustee  of 
the  Milwaukee  library.     Mr.  Johnston  said  that  the  duty  of  library 

•  •  • 

trustees  ^yas  plain;  that  they  should  first  selecJt  the  best  librarian  to 
be  found  and  then  let  him   do  as  he  pleased. 

Dr.  Birce  then  called  upon  Col.  J.  W.  Thompson,  president  of  the 
Illinois  State  Library  Association  and  trustee  of  the  Evanston   (Ilk) 
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Public  Library.  Col.  Thompson  stated  that  the  rehition  betuec.i  the 
trustee  and  librarian  should  he  that  of  nuitnal  confidence  and  cordial- 
ity;  that  there  should  be  oneness  of  effort  wni\  oneneSvS  of  aim. 

Miss  Cornelia  Mai'iin,  reference  librarian  of  the  Armour  Institute 
of  Teehnolopy,  then  reiul  a  most  comprehensive  paper  on  "JJbrary 
training"  schools."  In  the  discussion  following,  Dr.  IJirpj^e,  as  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  University  Summer  School.  pai<l  a  hif^-h  tribute  to 
the  able  manner  in  which  the  Library  Summer  School  harl  been  con- 
ducted by  Miss  Katharine  L.  Sharp,  of  Chicajro. 

Mrs.  Chas.  S.  Morris,  president  of  the  State  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs,  then  read  a  paper  which  had  betai  deferred  from  the  afternoon 
meeting",  on  ^'Traveling-  libraries  and  study  cinbs."  Mrs.  Morris's  pa- 
per wa«  one  of  the  best  of  the  conference.  It  referred  to  the  efforts 
l>eing  made  by  the  clubs  in  Wisconsin  for  the  establishment  of  tniv- 
eling  reference  libraries,  and  i>ledfred  the  heartiest  co-operation  in  the 
state  traveling  library  movement.  One  of  the  first  committees  to  be 
appointed   by   the   new  federation   was   that  on    library   co-operation. 

The  session  on  Tuesday  morning  partook  of  the  nature  of  a  ro\:ind 
table  conference  and  wa«  o])ened  by  a  paper  on  the  "Wisconsin  sum- 
mer sehool  of  library  science.''  written  by  Miss  Margaret  (I.  Pieive, 
of  Clevelaoid,  Ohio,  and  read  by  the  secretary.  ^liss  Pierce  spoke  of 
the  school  as  inspiring  new  ideals,  its  sesfiions  being  deemed  of  the 
utmost  helpfulness  to  those  exi)erienced  and  inexperienced  in  the  li- 
brary profession. 

Miss  Sue  C.  Nichols,  of  Fort  Atkinson,  Wis.,  thfn  made  a  talk  on 
the  question,  "Shall  we  give  access  to  shelves?"  A  vote  taken  after 
the  discussion  showed  that  a  large  majority  of  the  librarians  present 
allowed  patrons  to  help  themselves. 

Mrs.  Sarah  H.  ^Finer,  of  Madison.  Wis.,  then  opened  the  discussion- 
of  '*Thcj  two  book  system"  by  a  com]jrehensive  ])aj)er  en  the  methods 
and  purposes  of  the  modern  innovation.  In  small  libraries  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  limit  borrowers  to  one  work  of  fiction  at  a  time, 
and  the  general  opinion  was  in  favor  of  restrictiqiir  the  ])rivilege  to 
adults,  to  prevent  over-reading  on   the  jiart  of  the  children. 

Miss  Mar^-  J.  Doolittle.  Peaver  Dam.  Wis.,  advm-ated  the  purchase 
of  duplicates  of  the  best  books,  rather  than  an  attempt  to  ^et  a 
variety  of  mwliocre  litei"^ture. 

Miss  Agiies  Van  Valkenburgh.  of  the  Milwaukee  T*nblic  Library, 
made  a  plea  for  the  purchase  of  mr^ny  good  ])0|)ular  novels  and  ])ro- 
tested  against  attempts  at  keeping  down  the  ]>ercentage  of  fiction  to 
the  detriment  of  the  library's  popularity  auuuig  hard-working  peoi)le. 

**Foreign  fiction  in  small  libraries"  was  the  subject  of  an  interesting 
Daper  by  Miss  Lucy  Lee  Pleas«i«nts.  of  the  Menasha  Public  Library. 
Mwfs  Plea^sants  urged  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  foreign  population 
in  their  native  toncue  on  the  pleas  of  taxation  and   ])ublic  happiness. 

In  "A  diffident  child's  first  visit  to  a  library"  Miss  Minnie  M.  Oak- 
ley. Madiscoi,  Wis.,  allowed  the  child  to  s])eak  for  herself,  and  she 
tolfl  in  an  entertaining  way  of  her  visits  to  the  *'Centerburg."  Beaver 
D«am.  Milwaukee.  Minneapolis  and  .Tann^stown  (X.  V.)  ])ublic  libraries 
and  of  the  reception  she  was  accorded  at  each. 

The  question-box  was  then  o])f'ned  and  found  to  contain  questions 
on  the  best  magazine  bindings,  hours  of  opening,  reservation  of  books, 
ftc.  etc..  the  questions  being  answered  by  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  delegates  assembled  after  dinner  at  the  State  Xomial  School  for 
the  "Libraries  ooid  schools"  session,  which  had  been  planned  with  a 
view  to  interesting*  the  future  teachers  in  the  mutual  relatifins  which 
shonld  exist  between   the  two  irreat  factors  in   education. 

Mi.<?s  >r.  K.  Ahern.  Chicaero.  111.,  secretary  of  the  library  section  of 
^W  National  "Educational  Associtition,  read  a  paper  on  the  objects  and 
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ainiii  of  the  library'  seeticin.  Miss  Ahem,  on  behalf  of  the  section,  re- 
quested that  delegates  be  appointed  from,  the  library  association  to 
attend  the  forthcoming  meeting  of  the  N.  K.  A.  in  Milwaukee,  in  July,. 
1897.  The  entire  membership  of  the  Wisconsin  Librf^ry  Association 
will  constitute  the  delegation  to  this  meeting. 

Miss  Iren«  Warren,  librarian  of  the  Stevens  Point  Normal  School, 
read  an  interesting  paper  on  the  "Normal  School  Library."  Miss  War- 
ren has  library  reading  classes,  gives  instruction  in  the  use  of  books, 
etc.,  and  has  started  home  libraries  as  object  lessons  to  students  along 
phikinthrapic  lines.  Miss  Warren's  paper  was  discussed  by  Miss  E.  P. 
Swan,  of  the  West  Superior  (Wis*)  Normal  School,  and  by  Miss  Schrei- 
l)er.  of  the  Milwaukee  Xornral  School. 

"The  use  and  abuse  of  township  libraries"  was  the  subject  of  an 
interesting  paper  by  W.  H.  Cheever,  institute  conductor  at  the  Mil- 
waukee Normal  School. 

Miss  Mar>'  E.  Dousman,  of  the  Milwaukee  Library,  discussed  "The 
best  2.">  books^  for  children  from  5  to  11  years  of  age,"  and  Miss  An«na 
H.  ^McDonnell  of  the  Green  Bay  Public  Library,  |>erformed  a  like  serv- 
ice for  the  best  25  books  for  children  from  11  to  16  years  of  age.  The 
lists  of  books  were  printed  by  the  state  library  commission  and  were 
distributed  at  the  meeting. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Hall,  primary  supervisor  of  the  Milwaukee  schools, 
read  a  most  original  and  helpful  paper  on  "Books  of  adventure  for 
bovs." 

At  the  short  business  session  in  the  morning,  the  president  and 
secretary  declined  re-election  and  the  following  officers  were  there- 
upcn  elected:  President,  Dr.  E.  A.  Birge,  trustee  city  library,  Madi- 
son; First  Vice-president.  Dr.  G.  W.  Peckham,  librarian  Milwaukee 
Public  Library;  Second  Vice-president,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaughn,  founder 
Vaughn  Library,  Ashland;  Secretary,  Miss  Agnes  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Milwaukee  Public  Library:  Treasurer.  Miss  Maude  A.  Earley,  li- 
brarian Chipjvewa  Falls  Public  Library. 

L.  E.  Stearns,  Secretary. 


JOINT    MEETING     AT    EVANSTON,    ILL.* 

February  21  and   22,   1S98. 

The  Wiscroisin  Free  Library  Association  united  with  the  library 
associations  of  other  neighboring  states  in  a  joint  meeting  at  Evans- 
ton,  111.,  on  February  21  and  22,  1898.  This  meeting  proved  most  in- 
teresting and   successful. 

There  were  presemt  171  delegates,  representing  the  following  states: 
Illinois,  Wisconsin.  Ohio,  Michigan,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Ne%v 
York,   Ivhwie  Island  and   Massachusetts. 

The  meeting  was  o]>ened  at  2:^0  p.  ni.  on  Monday.  Feb.  21,  in  the 
assembly  hall  of  the  Orringtcai  Lunt  Liliraxy,  of  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity. Col.  J.  W.  Thompson,  president  of  the  Illinois  Library  Asso- 
ciation, presided,  and  briefly  stated  the  motives  and  aims  of  the  con- 
ference— which  were  to  culti\-ate  wider  acquaintance  among  librarians 
and  to  briaig  about  closer  relations  between  college  and  public  li- 
braries. President  Henry  Wade  Kogers,  of  Northwestern  University, 
delivered  the  address  of  welcome.  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  of  the  Wis- 
consin Free  Library  Commission,  followed  with,  a  talk  on  "How  to  or- 
ganize a   public  librarv'  in  a   small  town."     "The  two  book  system" 

^Abridged  from  report  in  h\hrnr\i  Journal,  March,  1898. 
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was  considered  by  Dr.  E.  A.  Birge,  aaid  an  interesting  discussion  fol- 
lowed, opened  by  Mr.  11.  M.  Ulley,  of  the  Detroit  Public  Library. 

Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman  epoke  on  "The  library  and  the  children/* 
reviewing  the  work  done  in  this  direction  at  the  Cleveland  Public  Li- 
brary*, and  after  informal  discussion  and  «ome  minor  business  the  ses- 
sion  was  adjourned.  In  the  evening,  the  conference  listened  to  an  in- 
spiring address  by  Dr.  E.  G.  llirsch,  of  Chicago,  on  "The  library  a 
people's  university,"  after  which  an  informal  reception  was  held  in 
the  rooms  of  the  University  Guild. 

Tuesday  morning  the  session  opened  at  9:30,  Dr.  E.  A.  Birge  pre- 
siding. Reports  on  state  aid  to  traveling  liVjraries  were  called  for, 
and  given  for  Iowa,  Ohio  and  ^lichigan.  Mrs.  Lana  H.  Cope,  state 
librarian  of  Iowa,  reported  the  success  of  the  system  m  that  state, 
where  200  applicatdons  are  on  hand  for  the  use  of  the  50  libraries  es- 
tablished by  the  state  library  in  1897,  and  where  a  bill  asking  for  the 
appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  extension  of  the  work  has  just  been 
introduced  into  the  legislature.  Ohio  was  represented  by  Miss  E.  H. 
Sm\^he,  of  the  state  library^  wtio  said  that  up  to  February,  1898,  200 
libraries  of  25  volumes  each  had  been,  sent  out,  and  a  special  appro- 
priation was  hoped  for  this  year.  Mr.  Utley  spoke  for  Michigiin,  in 
the  absence  of  the  state  librarian,  stating  that  ever  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  s3-stem,  in  1895,  the  demand  for  libraries  had  far  exceeded 
the  supply. 

"The  history  -and  legal  standing  of  the  Ohio  State  Library  Commis- 
sion" was  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  R.  P.  Hayes,  president  of  the  Com- 
mission, which  was  of  far  broader  scope  than  the  title  would  imply. 
It  was  in  fact  a  summary  of  library  legislation  as  a  whole. 
Judge  C.  G.  Neely,  of  Evanston,  spoke  on  "Libraries  in  jails,'*  stating 
that  the  "prison  "^population"  of  the  Tnited  States  was  82,000  in  1890, 
and  urging  the  importance  of  establishing  jail  libraries  and  making 
them  influences  for  good. 

"Libraries  in  manufacturing  communities''  were  <1escribed  by  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Sanders,  of  the  Pawtuckct  (R.  I.)  Public  Library,  who  also  spoke 
of  her  work  in  connection  with  reform  schools.  She  said:  "If  there 
are  two  things  that  go  hand  in  hand,  it  is  libraries  and  reform.  If 
there  is  anything  in  library  work  ii  is  in  its  missionary  work.  The 
library's  work  is  in  reaching  the  people  as  well  as  in  s])rcading  the 
reading  of  books.  There  is  nothing  that  can  do  better  work  i'n  re- 
formatories than  libraries.'' 

F.  A.  Hutchins.  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  reviewed 
'•Re<*ent.  library'  legislation  in  Wisconsin."  giving  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  notable  library  development  in  that  state.  The  morning 
session  was  closed  promj)tly  to  allow  the  visitors  to  rea<'h  the  Evanston 
Free  l*ublic  Librarv  in  the  citv  haii  at  12  o'clo<'k,  where  luncheon  Avas 
5;er*ed  by  the  3'oung  ladies  of  tlie  librarv  staff.  While  it  was  in  pro- 
gress. Miss  Hazeltine.  of  the  James  l*rendergast  Librarv,  of  James- 
town, X.  Y.,  was  introduced,  and  in  a  few  graceful  words  announced 
the  coming  conference  of  the  American  Library  Association  at  Lake- 
wood-on-Chautauqua.  and  en  behalf  of  the  local  committee,  of  which 
she  is  chairman,  extended  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  to  attend  the  con- 
ference in  July. 

On  Tuesday  ^afternoon,  section  meetings  were  held,  one  for  assist- 
ants, and  one  for  consideration  of  collejr**.  school,  find  reference  library 
work.  The  former  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Faxon,  and  opened 
by  a  practical  paper  on  "Arranging  and  cataloging  scrai)s"  by  Miss 
M.  M.  Oakley,  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society.  Mr.  C.  II. 
Foye,  of  the  John  Crerar  Library,  spoke  on  the  care  of  pamphlets,  and 
advocated  individual  binding  rather  than  combining  nvany  pamphlets 
into  one  volume.  The  Sunday-school  liVjrarA-  wa«  the  subject  of  a  j)a- 
per  by  William  Yust,  of  the  University  of  Chicago  Library,  based  \^\yotn 
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data  obtained  thrcuffh  personal  examination  of  the  Sunday-school  li- 
braries of  Chicagx>  "iiook-Diuaing  irom  a  librarian's  stauupoint '  was 
discussed  by  Miss  Gertrude  VVootlard  ot  the  State  Normal  ijibrary,  of 
Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  whose  interesting  talk  abounded  in  practical  hiuits; 
and  Misfi  Gratia  Countryniun  presented  a  capital  paper  on  **&noula  pub- 
lic libraries  purchase  books  in  foreigfu  langruag'ees  for  foreigners  in  their 
cities?"  answering  the  question  in  ine  aminiacive,  as  the  result  of  prac- 
tical experience. 

The  college  section  met  in  the  memorial  hall  of  Garrett  Biblical  In- 
stitute, AUss  Katharine  L.  Sharp  presiding.  Mi  mteresting  discussion 
of  the  high  school  library  and  its  relation  with  the  public  library  was 
held.  It  was  oi>ened  by  Miss  Stearns,  who  described  the  organization 
of  the  Library  Department  of  the  N.  E.  A.  in  Bulfalo  in  1896,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  at  the  Milwaukee  conference  of  18^7  to 
report  on  a  list  of  books  suitable  for  all  grades.  Miss  Coffin,  of  the 
Aurora  (111.)  Public  Library,  spoke  of  the  library  maintained  by  one  of 
the  high  schools  in  that  city,  and  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin  emphasized  the 
need  of  good  catalogs,  the  use  of  reference-books  by  pupils,  and  a  com- 
peteoit  librarian  a«  the  essential  features  of  a  high  school  library. 

Mr.  C.  VV.  Andrews,  of  John  Crerar  Library*,  described  '*The  analyti- 
cal card  index  to  current  perio<lieals  undertaken  by  the  Publishing  Sec- 
tion of  the  A.  L.  A.,"  aaid  Miss  E.  1).  Swan,  of  Purdue  University,  spoke 
on  **The  care  of  college  and  school  catriilogs." 

Methods  of  obtai«ning  and  preser\ing  the  theses  presented  to  univer- 
sities by  candidates  for  degrees  were  discussed  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Smith  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Torr^'  of  the  University 
of  Chicago,  and  others,  and  it  was  decided  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
College  Section  of  the  A.  L.  A.  for  further  consideration. 

The  fimal  session  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  R.  P.  Hayes  pre- 
siding. Mr.  F.  W.  Faxon  spoke  on  the  "Use  of  magazines  in  reference 
work,'*  and  Miss.Merica  Iloagland,  president  of  the  Indiana  Union  of 
Literary  Clubs,  presented  a  paper  o»ii  **Libraries  and  literarj-  clu^s." 

Uesohiticqis  thankng  all  those  who  had  so  effectively  contributeH  to 
the  pleasure  and  profit  of  the  conference,  and  extending  the  thanks  of 
the  conference  to  Mr.  W.  W.  Bishop,  chairmafli  of  the  program  commit- 
tee, were  unanimously  carried.  This  closed  the  session,  and  after  a 
pleasant  social  hour  spent  in  the  reading-room,  where  were  displayed 
some  of  the  rare  books  belonging  to  the  university,  the  final  good-byes 
Avere  said  and  the  inter-state  conference  was  a  thing  of  the  pas'. 
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DISTRICT  CONFERENCES. 


The  Commission  has  held  meeting^s  in  vanons  parts  of  the  state  in 
<H)nn.ection  with  local  organizations  to  aroiise  the  interest  of  librari- 
svD»y  library  trustees,  teachers  and  members  of  the  women's  clnbs  who 
have  not  attended  the  state  meetings.  These  conferences  have  been 
very  successful  and  h^ve  made  many  new  friends  for  the  library  move- 
ment. One  of  these  meetings  was  held  in  Oshkosh  Jaai.  28  and  29, 
1898.  Practical  questions  of  librarj-  mianagement  were  presented  and 
discussed  by  G.  C.  Jones,  of  Ai>pleton,  Miss  E.  D.  Biscoe,  of  Eau 
Claire,  R.  G.  Thwaites  and  E.  A.  Birge,  of  Madison,  Miss  M.  A.  Skin- 
nier, Miss  H.  C.  Magee  and  Judge  C  D.  Cleveland,  of  Otshkosh,  Mr«. 
•Vlice  Seeney,  of  Marinette,  Miss  Agnes  Van  Valkenburgh  and  Miss 
M.  A.  Dousman,  of  Milwaukee,  F.  G.  Kraege,  Miss  A.  H.  McDonnell 
and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Teetshorn,  of  (ireen  Bay,  and  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
niiKsion. 

February'  11  a»nd  12,  1898,  the  Commi-ssion  and  the  Northern  Wiscon- 
sin Traveling  Library  Association  held  a  joint  meeting  at  Ashland, 
which  was  well  att-emled  and  iinspired  much  enthusiasm.  The  chief 
topics  of  discussion  were  traveling  libraries  and  the  relation  of  the 
7)ublic  librarif^s  aoid  the  school*.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the 
Traveling  Library  Association  elected  the  following  officers  for  the 
<»nsuing  year:  President,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaughn,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer. Janet  M.  Green,  Vice-President*.  Dr.  Edw.  Ellis,  Prof.  H.  W. 
Kood.  of  Washburn.  I.  C.  McNeill,  of  West  Superior,  and  Rev.  S.  H. 
Murj>hy,  of  Phillips,  Rev.  S.  E.  Lathrop.  Field  Superintendent.  The 
headquarters  of  this  vigorous  association,  which  is  doing  great  good, 
and  the  homes  of  its  officers  are  in  the  \'aughn  Library  at  Ashland. 
Its  success  is  largely  due  to  the  intelligent  work  of  its  secretary.  Miss 
Green,  who  is  zealous  and  untiring  in  her  work,  and  to  the  Field  Su- 
p#*rintendent,  Mr.  I^throp,   the   veteran   library  missionary. 
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INSTITUTES  FOR  LIBRARIANS. 


October  1  aud  2.  lg9S,  an,  iustibute  for  the  librafiane  of  the  J.  D. 
Witter  TJ'aveliing'  Libraries,  of  Wood  County,  vnis  held  in  Grand  Itap- 
Ids.  The  speakers  included  Mrs.  C.  S.  Morris,  of  Berlin,  J.  D.  Witter, 
G.  L.  Williams  and  Prof.  G.  S.  Ford,  of  Grand  ItlipidE,  County  Super- 
intendent Ha^enor,  of  Centralia,  Miss  M.  E.  Tanner,  of  Stevens  Point, 
MisB  L.  E.  Steaims,  of  Miln-aukee,  and  F.  A.  Hutchina,  of  Madison. 
Three  of  the  librarians  of  Mr.  Witter's  libraries  r«vd  very  interesting 
and  practieal  papers,  as  follows:  H.  E.  Miller,  Dexterville,  "The  pub- 
lic school  and  the  traveling:  libiBry;"  Rev.  A.  L.  McClelland,  Nekoosa, 
"How  to  get  the  boys  to  read,"  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Elliott,  Saratoga, 
"How  to  get  the  girls  to  read." 

Tivo  institutes  for  the  librarians  in  Dunn  County  have  been  held — 
one  in  November,  1BB6,  and  one  in  November,  1897.  Both  of  these  in- 
stitutes were  attended  by  quite  a  nnmber  of  librarians  from  beyond 
the  borders  of  Dunn  County.  Miss  Gratia  Countryman,  of  Minneap- 
olis, attended  the  latter  meeting  and  wrote  an  account  of  it  for  the 
Library  Journal  of  December,  1897,  which  is  reprinted  below: 

"One  of  the  most  inspiring'  library  meetings  yet  held  In  Wlseon^iir 
and  one  which  gsve  the  greotaat  pr(Miii«e  of  future  good,  wsa  held  in 

Meuomunie  Nov.  0.  This  meeting  «uk  Ihe  swond  institute  of  the  li- 
brariama  of  the  Stout  Free  Traveling-  LUirnrieB,  :in<l  was  held  in  tie 
beimtifyl  club-rooms  of  the  Menomonie  Library.  The  (leeign  of  the 
meeting  was  to  bring  together  tiie  people  who  have  eliRi^e  of  the 
traveling  libraries  in  each  dUtrict,  Mar  tha  piirpoxe  of  increasing'  their 
interest  and  encouragingr  tbe^  ^fFQpJc; 

:   and  farmers' wives,    village 

:   the   rrspousi- 

L  of  the  tniveling    library. 

M-ily  diibordiiiate  to 

Oted  ranny  of  them 

ik  wlutle  dny  tn  the  cun- 

t  In  trpHc  ol  the  fact 

»  0|  it,  tht>y   have   not 

"   roads  from 
ft  people  pre>wnt, 

h  eoger  desire 
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to  make  the  most  of  it,  that  this  class  of  people  could  have  been 
brought  tog-ether  lor  such  a  purpose  trom  such  a  distance. 

The  officers  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  were  in 
charge  of  the  meeting  and  made  the  people  feel  the  imiK>rtance  of  the 
work  they  were  doing,  gave  them  suggestions  for  making  the  books 
still  more  helpful,  and  told  them  how  to  form  study  clubs  and  home 
circlee. 

All  of  the  speeches  during  the  day  were  on  practical  topics,  on  work 
that  has  been  or  is  going  to  be  accomplished. 

A  paper  on  "Traveling  pictures"  was  very  interesting,  and  was 
made  even  more  so  by  the  fact  that  Senator  Stout  had  purchased  800 
beautiful  pictures,  original  photographs  of  masterpieces,  and  intends 
circulating  them  throughout  the  county  o«i  the  traveling  library  plan. 
All  of  these  pictures  have  been  framed  and  will  be  hung  in  the  school- 
roonis,  and  in  addition  •  each  school-house  will  have,  as  a  permanent 
loan,  a  fine  large  picture  of  Lincoln. 

Senator  Stout  has  put  into  circulation  about  35  traveling  libraries, 
and  it  was  reported  that  the  circulation  of  15  of  them  had  reached 
5588  V.  during  the  past  year,  and  this  among  scattered  families.  Fig- 
ures, perhaps,  do  not  express  the  value  of  a  cause,  but  these  figures', 
together  with  the  true  altruistic  zeal  displayed  at  that  meeting,  do 
prove  beyond  doubt  the  value  of  Senator  Stout's  benevolence.  *  No  li- 
brarian ever  doubted  it,  but  legislators  sometimes  have.  , 

Wisconsin  has  already  eamec  a  national  reputation!  in  library  work, 
but  no  one  can  appreciate  the  real  pioneer  work  which  is  being  done 
there  until  they  see  it  face  to  face." 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  WISCONSIN  FREE 

LIBRARY  COMMISSION. 


Madison,  Wis.,  April  24,  1897. 

Upon  call  of  the  secretary,  the  Conj-juission  met  at  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  State  Historical  Society  at  4  P.  M.  this  day. 

In  the  absence  of  tlio  chairman  the  meeting"  was  called  to  order  by 
Commissioner  Thwaites  who  stated  that  Commissioner  Hutchins  hav- 
ing resigned  Hon.  J.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie,  had  been  appointed  by 
the  governor  as  his  successor.  The  commission  of  Mr.  Stout  was  duly 
produced  and  placed  on  file,  and  he  took  his  seat  and  was  chosen  chair- 
man pro  tem.  of  the  meeting.  Commissioner  Thwaites  was  chosen  sec- 
retary pro  tem.  in  the  absence  of  the  secretary. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  following  responded  to  their  names: 

Commissioners  Emery,  Stout,  and  Thwaites — 3. 

•Absent — Commissioners  Adams  and  Stearns — 2. 

On  motion  the  commission  proceeded  to  ballot  for  permanent  chair- 
man to  fill  vacancy.  Commissioner  Stout  received  a  majority  of  the 
ballots  oast  and  was  declared  duly  elected  chairman. 

On  motion  the  commission  proceeded  to  the  electic*n  of  a  secretarj% 
Mr.  Hutehins  received  all  the  votes  cast  and  was  declared  duly  elected. 

At  this  juncture  it  was  re}>orted  to  the  commission  that  Miss  Stearns 
had  sent  to  the  gfovemor  her  resignation  as  a  commissioner,  whereupon 
she  was,  on  motion  of  Com.  Thwaites,  elected  librarian  of  the  commis- 
sion. 

On  motion  of  Commissioner  Emery  the  meeting  then  adjourned,  sut>- 
ject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

REUBEN  G.  THWAITES, 

Secretary''  pro  tem. 


Madison,  Wis.,  April  27,  1897. 

The  Commissioners  met  in  the  olfice  of  the  secretary  Oa  the  State 
Historical  Society  at  2  P.  M.  on  the  alxvve  date,  on  the  call  of  the  chair- 
man. Present,  Chairman  Stout  a«nd  Commissioners  Thwaites,  Adams 
and  Emery.  , 

Com.  Thwaites  moved  that  the  secretary'  be  paid  $1,500  per  annum 
aaid  necessary  traveling  expenses.     The  motion  was  carried. 

Com.  Th>\iaites  moved  that  the  librarian  be  paid  $1,200  per  annum  and 
necessary  traveling  expenses,  and  that  her  duties  should  include  the 
work  of  assisting  in  the  establishment,  the  organizing  and  imppovioig 
of  the  free  public  libraries  of  the  state.     The  motion  was  carried. 

Com.  Thwaites  moved  that  until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sion tha-t  the  secretary  be  authorized  to  employ  any  necessary  clerical 
assistaoice.     The  motion  was  carried. 

Com.  Adams  stated  tha.  it  had  beeni  decided  to  hold  a  session  of  the 
Summer  School  of  theUniversity  of  Wisconsin  during  the  summer  of 
1807.  He  also  stated  that  there  was  an  unexpended  balance  of  about 
$200.00  to  the  credit  of  the  departmenrt.  of  library  science  of  that 
school;  that  this  balance  in  additicai  to  the  fees  for  tiiition  which  would 
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be  paid  by  the  pupils,  would  probably  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
peiuses  of  holding  a  session  of  the  department  of  library  science  in  the 
summer  of  1897.  Uix)n  motion  of  Con\.  Thwaites  it  was  voted  that  the 
Commission  would  assume  the  responsibility  for  any  deficit,  not  ex- 
ceeding" $100.00,  that  might  be  caused  by  holding  a  third  session  of  the 
Summer  School  of  Library  Science. 
The  Commission  then  adjourned. 

F.  A.  HUTCHINS, 

Secretary. 


Madison,  June  8,  1897. 

The  aninual  meetdng  of  tlie  Comission  was  held  in  its  room  in  the 
capitol  on  the  above  date. 

Present,  Chairman  Stout  and  Commissioners  Adams  and  Morris. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Com.  Adams  moved  that  Com.  Stout  be  elected  chairman  of  the 
Commission  for  the  euisuing  year.  The  motion  was  put  to  a  vote  by 
the  secretary  and  was  carried.  ' 

Com.  Adams  moved  that  the  secretary-  be  instructed  to  enter  the 
gross  amount  of  each  v^oucher  for  the  expenxMtures  of  the  Commission 
and  to  refer  to  each  voucher  by  number  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
it  possible  easily  to  ascertain  and  verify  the  various  items  going  to 
make  up  the  gross  amount  of  the  expenditures.  The  motion  was  car- 
ried. 

Com.  A/iams  moved  tbat  the  secretary  be  authorized  to  employ  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Miner,  or  some  other  stenographer,  for  one  week  to  assist  in  the 
preparation  of  a  handbook  for  distribution  by  the  c/Ommission,  and 
that  hereafter  he  be  authorized  to  employ  a  stenographer  by  the  hour 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  two  hours  per  day.  The  motion  was  car- 
ried. 

Upon  motion  of  Com.  Morris  the  secretary'  and  librarian  wexe  au- 
thorized to  subscribe  for  500  clippings  upon  state  library  news,  from 
the  Newfwaper  Clipping  Bureau. 

Upon  motion  of  Com  Morris  the  secretary  and  librariam  were  au- 
thorized to  invite  the  American  Library  Association  to  hold  its  annual 
meeting  in  1900  in  Wisconsin. 

Upon  motion  of  Com.  Morris  the  Commission  then  adjourned. 

F.  A.  HUTCHTISS. 

oecretary. 


Madison.  Wis.,  June  9,  1898. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Commission,  called  by  Chairman  Stout,  was 
held  in  the  capitol  building  on  the  above  date.  Present,  Com*s  Stout, 
Morris,  Adams,  Thwaites. 

Upon  motion  of  Com.  Morris  Chairman  Stout  was  autborized  to  in- 
vite the  America«n  Library'  Association  to  hold  its  Annual  Conference 
in  Wisconsin  in  1900. 

Com.  Thwaites  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspem  ed  and  that  the  pres- 
ent meeting  be  considered  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Commission  in- 
stead of  that  provided  for  the  14th  inst.  The  motion  w^as  carried  by 
a  unanimous  vote. 

Com.  Morris  move<l  that  Com.  Stout  be  re-elected  chairman  of  the 
Commission  for  the  ensuing  year.  Com.  Thwaites  put  the  motion  to 
yoie  and  it  was  carried. 

Upon  motion  of  Com.  Adams  the  meeting  adjourned. 

F.  A.  HUTCHTNS. 

Secretary. 
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EXPENDITURES    OF    WISCONSIN    FREE    LIBRARY 
COMMISSION  FOR   BIENNIAL   PERIOD    END- 
ING OCTOBER  1,   1898. 

ORDERS   DRAWN. 
1896-7. 

Nov.      2.     Marr   &  Richards — half-tones $9  40 

Nov.    17.    L.   E.   Stearns — ^trav.  exp 29  75 

Nov.    21.     R.  G.  Thwaites — trav.  exp 14  15 

Dec.      9.     Riverside   Printing   Co. — printing.. 34  10 

Dec.      9.     L.    E.  Stearns — supplies 22  85 

Dec.    10.     F.  A.  Uutchins — trav.  exp 15  05 

Dec.    22.     E.  H.  Blair— <?lerical  service 6  80 

Dec.    28.     Riverside  Printing  Co. — printing  and  postage 140  50 

Dec.    30.     Adelaide  Blend — clerical    service 21  00 

Dec.    30.     Riverside    Printing  Co. — printing 43  75 

Dec.    30.    H.   H.  West  Co.— supplies 20  00 

Dec.    30.     Democrat   Printing   Co. — printing 55  00 

1897. 

Jan.      5.     F.  A.  Hutohins — trav.  exp 20  SO 

Jan.      8.     L.  E.  St-earns — trav.  exp 11  38 

Jan.    11.     L.   Northrui) — stenographer    15  00 

Jan.    13.     F.  A.  Hutchins— trav.  exp 45  6S 

Jan.    21.     C.  M.  Berryman — proof-reading   4  00 

Feb.      8.  Wyckoff,  Seaman  &  Benedict — rent  of  type-writer  10  00 

Feb.    11.     L.  E.  Stearns —  trav.  exp 8  60 

Feb.    17.     Carson-Harper  Co. — Library   Handbooks 18  00 

Feb.    18.     F.  A.  Hutchins — trav.  exp 28  71 

Mch.     2.     R.  G.  Thwaites.  .trav.  exp 7  26 

Apr.   14.     F.  A.  Hutchins — trav.  exp 8  97 

May      5.     Riverside  Printing  Co. — printing 63  75 

May      6.     F.  A.  Hutchins — cash  for  office  supplies 20  98 

May      6.     F.  A.  Hutchins— trav.  exp 31  79 

May    28.     F.  A.  Hutchins— trav.  exp 130  32 

June  10.     F.   A.  Hutchins — trav.  exp 29  50 

June  10.     F.  A.  Hutchins — cash  for  sui)plies 2  00 

June  10.  F.  A.  Hutchins — salary  from  April  24  to  June  1st..  150  00 

June  10.    L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 21  21 

June  16.     Mrs.  S.  H.  Miner — clerical  service 7  20 

June  16.     Wis.  .Journal  of  Ed. — 400  copies 16  00 

June  16.    J.  H.  Stout — trav.  exp 15  56 

June  30.    S.  H.  Miner— for  Ldbrary  Journal    5  00 

July      2.     J.  W.  White— photos    trav.  lib's 19  50 

July   13.  L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  June 100  00 
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July    13.     F.  A.  Hutchlns— salary  June  125  00 

July    13.     Mrs.  S.  H.  Miner — clerical  service 20  00 

July    14.    H.  Larson — photo  cases 10  90 

July    27.     L.  E.  Stearns— trav.  exp 133  20 

July    31.     Mrs.  S.  H.  Miner — clerical  service 25  00 

July    31.     F.    A.  Hutchins— salary,  July 125  00 

July    31.     F.    A.  Hutchins— trav.  exp 27  70 

July    31.     L.  E.  Stearns— salary,  July 100  00 

Aug.  24.     E.  A.  Tucker — photographs 25  75 

Aug.  24.     Library  bureau — ofhce  supplies 18  25 

Aug.  24.     L.   E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 18  15 

Aug.  24.     F.  A.  Hutchins— trav.  exp 68  03 

Sept.    1.     L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  August 100  00 

Sept.    1.     Mrs.  S.  H.  Miner — clerical  service 28  00 

Sept.    1.     F.  A.  Hutchins — salary,  August 125  00 

Sept.  10.     C.    R.  Monroe — photographs 4  00 

Sept.  24.     Kiverside  Printing  Co. — printing 7  50 

Sept.  24.     L.  E.   Stearns— trav.   exp 23  42 

Sept.  24.     F.  A.  Hutchins— trav.  exp 26  75 

Total $2,215  21 

1897-S. 

Oct.      6.     F.  A.  Hutchins— salary.  Sept $125  00 

Oct.      6.     L.  E.  Stearns— salary,  Sept 100  00 

Oct.      6.     Mrs.  S.  H.  Miner — clerical  service 6  00 

Oct.      6      R.  G.  Thwaites — cash  for  supplier 2   10 

Oct.    19.     F.  C.  Lau — steropticon  slides 27  50 

Oct.    25.     F.  A.  Hutchins — trav.  exp 70  65 

Oct.    25.     L.   K.  Stearns — trav.   exp 24  6S 

Oct.    25.     Mrs.  S.  H.  Miner — clerical  service IS  00 

Nov.     2.     F.  A.  Hutchins— salary,  Oct 125  00 

Nov.     2.     L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  Oct 100  00 

Xov.     2.     L.  E.  Steams — trav.  exp 63  45 

Dec.     1.     L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  Nov lOU  00 

Dec.     1.     F.  A.  Hutchins — salary,  Nov 125  00 

Dec.    14.    F.  Q.  Norton — clerical  service 12  90 

Dec.  14.     H.  C.  Gerling— drayage 3  95 

Dec.  23.     Mary  A.  Powell — clerical   service 20  50 

Dec.  27.     M.  L.  Snyder — clerical  service 12  58 

Dec.  27.     J.    W.  White— photographs 33  80 

Dec.  31.    L.  E.  Steams— salary,  Dec 100  00 

Dec.  31.     L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 42  06 

Jan.    4.     Mrs.  C.  S.  Morris — trav.  exp 20  19 
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Jan.     4.  F.  A.    Hutchins — trav.  exp 76  7S 

Jan.     4.  F.  A.  Hutchins— salary,  Dee 125  OO 

Jan.     4.  E.   F.    Tucker — photog^raphs 5  OS 

Jan.     4.  L.  M.  Curtiss — clerical  ser\- ice 8  50 

Jan.  31.  F.  A.  Hutchins — salary,  Jan 125  00 

Jan.  31.  L.  M.  Curtiss — clerical  service 15  00 

Jan.  31.  Publishers'  Weekly — copies  Library  Journal 12  00 

Jan.  31.  L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  Jan 100  00 

Feb.  17.  H.  C.  Gerling— drayage 5  90 

Feb.  17.  Tracy,  Gibba  &  Co.— printing 6  00 

Feb.  17.  R.  G.  Thwaites— trav.  exp 8  65 

Feb.  17.  L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 66  20 

Mch.    2.  L.  M.  Curtiss — clerical  service 15  OO 

Mch.    2.  F.  A.  Hutchins— salary,  Feb 125  00 

Mch.    2.  L.  E.  Stearns— salary,  Feb 100  00 

Mch.    8.  F.  A.  Hutchins — trav.  exp 90  95 

Mch.  14.  H.    C.    Gerling — drayage 6  00 

Mch.  18.  Library  bureau — office  supplies 6  00 

Mch.  18  F.  C.  Lau — stereopticon  slides 4  SO 

Mch.  28.  F.  Q.  Norton — clerical  service 5  50 

Mch.  28.  F.  A.  Hutchins— March  salary 125  00 

Mch.  28.  Miss  E.  F.  Corwin — clerical  service 28  09 

Mch.  28.  L.  E.  Stearns— March  salary 100  00 

Mch.  28.  L.  M.  Curtiss — clerical  service 15  00 

Apr.  29.  L.  E.  Stearns— April    salary 100  00 

Apr.  29.  L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 92  20 

Apr.  29.  Stella    Lucas — clerical   service 3  36 

Apr.  29.  F.  A.  Hutchins— April  salary 125  00 

Apr.  29.  L.  M.  Curtiss — clerical  service 15  (M> 

May   18.  H.    C.   Gerling— drayage 8  10 

May   18.  F.  A.  Hutchins— trav.  exp 43  21 

May   31.  F.  A.  Hutchins— May  salary 125  00 

May   31 .  L.   E.   Steams — May   salary 100  00 

May   31.  L.  M.  Curtiss — clerical  service 15  00 

Jufie  21.  L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp ^ 25  07 

June  21.  Democrat  Printing  Co. — binding    11  95 

June  21.  Riverside   Printing    Co. — printing    7  00 

June  21.  Ella  Stiehl — clerical  service 11  40 

June  21.  A.  E.  Braley — clerical  work 19  00 

June  21.  A.  A.  Bish — photographs 3  60 

June  27.  L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  June 100  00 

June  27.  L.    M.  Curtiss — clerical  service 20  00 

June  27.  vSchwaab  Stamp  &  Seal  Co. — supplies 7  59 

June  27.  E.  F.  Tucker— photographs 9  40 
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June  27.     F.  A.  Hutchins — June  salary 125  00 

July    26.     H.   C.   (Jerling-Mlrayage 12  00 

Aug.     1.     L.  E.   Stearns — salary,  J  uly 100  00 

Aug.     1.     A.  E.  Braley — clerical  service 5  00 

Aug.     1.     L.  M.  Curtiss — clerical  service ^ 20  00 

Aug.  20.     F.  A.  Hutchins — cash  for  office  supplies 21  54 

Aug.  20.     F.  A.  Hutchins— salary,  July 125  00 

Aug.  24.    Democrat  Printing  Co. — binding ll  55 

Aug.  24.     Grimm  &   Son — binding 11  00 

Aug.  26.     F.  A.  Hutchins — salary,  August 125  00 

Aug.  26.    L.  M.  Curtiss — clerical  service 20  00 

Aug.  26.     L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  August 100  00 

Sept.    6.     Clark  Engraving  Co.— half-tones 21  00 

Sept.    8.     L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 68  46 

Sept.    8.     F.  A.  Hutchins— trav.  exp 38  24 

$3,954  12 
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FREE   LIBRARIES    SUPPORTED    BY  MUNICIPAL  TAXATION— 

Continued. 
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FREE  LIBRARIES  SUPPORTED  FROM  SCHOOL  FUNDS. 


Town. 
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FREE  LIBRARIES  SUPPORTED  WHOLLY  BY  INDIVIDUALS. 


Name  of  Libra r}'. 
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log? 


i:« 


Yes. 
Yes. 


Two 
book 

sys- 
tt^m ' 


Y'es. 

Yes. 
No.. 


Age 


OjR'ii 


limit?  Sunday.s? 


Librarian. 


XO 
No.. 
No  . 


No I  Miss  Janet  M.  Green. 

Y'es MiHs  Stella  Lucas. 

No J .  Clarence  Webster. 


I  Free  to  all  residents  of  Ashland  county. 

'  Free  to  all  residents  of  Mosinee  and  vicinity. 

'  Free  to  all  residents  of  Dunn  county. 

*  Free  to  all  redideots  of  Tomahawk  and  vicinity. 
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WISCONSIN    FREE    LILRARY   COBIMISSION. 


PROPRIETARY  LIBRARY. 


Milwaukee  Law  Library 


William  W.  Wight,  Librarian. 


COLLEGE  OR  ACADEMY  LIBRARIES. 


Name  of  Institution. 


Lawrence  University 

North  Wisconsin  Academy 

Wayland  Academy 

Beloit  College 

8t.  John's  Military  Academy  .. 

Mission  House 

Hillside  Home 

Milton  College 

Concordia  Collef^e 

German-English  Academy 

Marquette  College 

Milwaukee  Academy 

National     German-American 

Teachers'  Seminary 

St .  Lawrence  College 

Mt.  Horeb  Academy 

Nashotah  House 

Sacred  Heart  College 

Racine  College 

Home  School 

St.  Catharine's  Academy 

Ripon  College 

Catholic    Normal   School   and 

Pio  Nono  College 

St.  Clara  Female  Academy 

Stoughton  Academy 

Northwestern  University 

Sacred  Heart  College 

Carroll  College 


City  or  village. 


Applet-on 

Ashland 

Beaver  Dam 

Beloit 

Delafield 

Herman 

Hillside 

Milton 

Milw^aukee 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukc>e 

Mt.  Calvary 

Mt.  Horeb 

Nashotah 

Prairie  du  Chien 

Racine 

Racine 

Racine 

Ripon  

St.  Francis 

Sinsiuawa 

Stoughton 

Watertown  

Watertowu 

Waukesha 


Number  of 
volumes. 


15,124 

700 

1,200 

24.000 
1.500 
6,0U0 
2,500 
5,300 
3,540 
1,243 

10,000 
800 

1,.S50 

*i,000 

200 

10,000 
6.000 

10,000 
4,000 
3,025 

10,000 

1.852 
3,000 
700 
620 
1,500 
1.000 


Librarian. 


Miss  Zella  A.  Smith. 
Theodore  Lathrop. 
Homer  Vosburgh . 
Charles  A.  Bacon. 

J.  W.  Grosshuesch. 

Edwin  Shaw. 
O.  Hattstaedt. 

Victor  Putten. 


Max  Griebech. 
B.  Mueller. 


P.  Matthias. 
Arthur  Piper. 

C.  D.  Marsh. 


M.  £.  James. 


BDPPOBTBD   WHOI.lt  OB    IS    PABT    BY   TUB    ST&TB. 


LI  BRARIES  SUPPORTED  WHOLLY  OR  IN  PART  BY  THE  STATE. 


NameofLihrarr. 

a„^ 

Volu^i. 

LibrariaD. 

Weal  Buperior. 

waDpuQ:;:;::: 

,74^rBaV 

3I,2S1 

100,  M) 
Sl.OOU 

18.000 

siooo 

Waller  M.Sinilb, 

Nanaal  ScLoal-Oslikaah..,. 
Sorthetn  Hoapilal  f"r  tJie  In- 

^ts^isr&'^s-'r"- 
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STOUT  TRAVELING  LIBRARIES. 

DUNN    COUNTY. 

S7  libraries  of  40  yolumed  each  — 1480  ▼olumds. 

Miss  Stella  Lucas,  Menomonie,  Secretary. 

Note.— This  record  shows  the  number  of  borrowers  and  the  circulation  of  each  li- 
brary on  its  last  trip  and  the  place  where  it  was  stationed.  The  average  length  of  time 
of  a  trip  was  8e?en  months,  the  total  circulation  6,346,  indicating  an  annual  circulation 
of  more  than  10,000. 


Post  Office. 


Amy 

Boyceville 

Irrington 

Menomonie 

Cedar  Falls 

Colfax 

Davis 

Downing 

Downsville 

Dunnville 

Menomonie 

Eau  Galle 

Menomonie 

Elk  Mound 

Fall  City 

Sand  Creek 

Downing 

Knapp  

Liouisville 

Elm  wood.  Pierce  Co. 

Downing 

Grant 

Durand,  Pepin  Co 

Rock  Falls 

Sand  Creek 

Prairie  Farm. 


Librarian. 


M.  H.Knott 

Mrs.  Louella  Bradway 

Fred  M.  Bird 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Girney 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Plemon 

N.  A.  Lee 

Mrs.  Lena  Clack 

E.  F.  Stoddard 

Mrs.  H.  T.  Cassidy... 
Mrs.  John  Flick,  Jr  ... 

Mrs.  B   L.  Warner 

Dr.  P.  H.  Doughty  . . . . 

Auittin  K.  Rollag 

A.  B.  Ausman 

Mrs.  R.  Vesper 

1.  LPriddjr 

Mrs   Frank  Best 

W.  H.  Francis 

J.  B.  Steves 

K.  T.  Thompson 

MabclT.Goff 

Harvey  W.  Dodge 

Mrs.  Etta  Hubbard . . . . 
J.  H.  Day 

F.  B.  Whicher 

S  W.  West 


Tounar Philip  Holliday . 

Waneka Mrs.  E.  C.  Jacobs 

Waubeek 

Weston 

Wheeler     , 

Eau  Galle 

Stoops -. . . 

Colfax 

Menomonie 


Mrs.  S.  S.  McGilton. 

John  Liddy 

Frank  Basner 

MissE.  M.  Ingram  . 

Mrs.  Ida  Gerry 

L.  O.  Berg 

Anna  Larson 


Borrowers. 


106 
25 
16 
42 
87 
77 
40 
25 

eo 

46 
50 
4M 
40 
■  39 
53 
39 


84 
34 

40 
22 
40 
36 

58 


Circula- 
tion. 


44 

20 
32 
25 
24 
50 
40 
44 
21 


423 
212 

56 
138 
259 
243 
214 
472 
306 
115 
187 
135 
140 
131 
219 
206 
134 
256 
300 
215 
158 

53 
150 
J65 
147 


188 

88 

210 

73 

1^ 

208 

122 

282 

85 


\ 


J.    D.    WITTSB  TRAVELING    LIBRARY   ASSOCIATION. 
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TRAVELING  PICTURES. 

The  traveling  pictures  furnished  by  Senator  Stout  to  the  school  dis- 
tricts in  Duun  County  are  in  charge  of  Miss  Briekley,  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  and  are  sent  out  from  the  Stout  Manual  Training 
School  to  about  eighty  districts,  wliich  have  complied  with  the  condi- 
tions necessary  to  secure  them,  viz.,  to  clean  and  tint  the  wails  of 
their  school  rooms.  Five  pictures  are  sent  to  districts  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  applied  for,  one  of  which,  a  large  portrait  of  Lin- 
coln, is  retained  i>ernianeniiy  by  each  district.  The  other  four  are 
kept  as  long  as  is  thought  advisable  and  are  then  exchanged  for  an- 
other set  of  four. 


J.  D.  WITTER  TRAVELING  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION.* 

WOOD   COUNTY. 

82  libraries  of  40  volumes  each  — 1,280  volames. 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Raymond,  Grand  Rapids,  Wis.,  librarian. 


Association. 


Arpin 

Babcock 

Biron,  town 

Biron,  village 

Blenker 

Centralia 

Centralia.  South 

Dextprville 

Four  M lie  Creek 

Orant 

Junction  City 

Krusche 

I.*adieR'  Union , 

Ltindnai' 

Longfellow    , 

Nekoosa  (3  libraries) . 

Pet«r8en 

Pittsvtlle  <2  libraries) 

Port  Edwards 

Potter 


Librarian. 


Post  Office. 


Randolph  and  Si«el. 
School  Dist.  No.  2... 

Thankful 

Vesper 


M.  GaflFeney 

G.  W.  Lyon 

Mrs.  M.  Vincent . .. 

F.  M.  Stearns 

J.  A.  Roy 

Mrs.  E.  Overbock.. 

M.  Ellison 

A.  Bullis 

F.J.  Herschleb.... 

F.  H.  Timm 

A.  C.  Burns 

A.  Krusche 

Mrs.  H.  Witter  .... 

A.M.  Blakoly 

Mrs.  K.  Nutter 

Wm.  Hooi)or 

C.  L.  Petersen 

C.  P»»h>w 

G.  B.  Brazeau 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Potter  . 

Thos.  Rezin 

L.  C.  Moacham  — 
Mrs.  Sarah  Elliott 
Mabel  M.White... 


Arpin. 

Baocock. 

Grand  Rapids. 

Biron. 

Blenker. 

Centralia. 

Centralia. 

DexterviUe. 

Grand  Rapids. 

Grand  Rapids. 

Junction  City. 

Grand  Rai>ids. 

Bakerville. 

Lindsay. 

Saratofsra. 

Nekoo.'^a. 

Milladore. 

Pittsville. 

Port  Edwards. 

Grand  Rapids 

Rudolph. 

Pittsville. 

Saratoga. 

Vesp)er. 


*  4  more  libraries  recently  located. 
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WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


OFFICE:    MADISOy,   WIS. 


EX-OFFICIO: 

CHARLES  KENDALL  ADAMS, 

PresideDt  of  the  University  of  Wiscondin, 

Madison,  Wis. 

LORENZO  D,  1L\RVEY, 

State  Super  in  tendeDt. 

Madison,  Wis. 

REUBEN  GOLD  TH WAITER, 

S(>cretary  State  Historical  Society, 

Madison,  Wis. 

m 

APPOINTKD  BY  TlIK  GOVERNOR: 

J.  H.  STOUT, 

Menomonie,  Wis. 

MRS.  CHAS.  S.  MORRIS, 
^  ^        Berlin,  Wis. 

offi'jkrm: 

J.  H.  STOUT,  Chairman, 

Menomonie,  Wis. 

FRANK  A.  HUTCHINS,  Secretary, 
Madison,  Wis. 

MISS  L.  E.  STEARNS,  Organizer, 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 

MISS  CORNELIA  MARVIN,  Instructor, 
Madison,  Wis. 


LEHER  OF  TRANSMIHAL. 


Madison,  September  31, 1900. 
To  Hon.  Edward  Scofield, 

Oovcrrfor: 
Sir  —  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  Third  Biennial  Report 
(1899-1900)  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  section  383a,  of  the  Wisconsin  Statutes  of  1898. 

■ 

Very  respectfully, 

Jas.  H.  Stout, 

Chairman, 
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TWO  YEARS'  PROGRESS. 


LEGISLATION. 

The  Second  Biennial  Report  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Com- 
mission was  prepared  in  September,  1898,  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  this 
report  to  show  the  progress  made  from  that  date  to  September,  1900. 

In  April  1899,  the  legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  Com- 
mission to  conduct  a  "Summer  School  for  Library  Training  in  connec- 
tion with  thef  Summer  Session  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  to 
hold  librarians'  Institutes  in  various  parts  of  the  state  in  order  to  train 
librarians  of  public,  school  and  traveling  libraries  to  make  wiser  and 
more  effective  use  of  the  libraries  in  their  charge."  The  Commission 
was  authorized  "to  accept,  arrange  and  circulate  books,  traveling 
libraries  and  pictures  to  be  loaned  to  public  libraries,  traveling  library 
associations,  study  clubs,  charitable  and  penal  institutions,  and  indi- 
Tiduals,  under  such  conditions  and  restrictions  as  shall  make  them  ot 
the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number." 

To  aid  it  in  its  enlarged  duties  the  legislature  gave  the  Commission  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $3,500  annually. 

In  June,  1899,  the  Commission  decided  to  employ  another  officer,  to 
be  known  as  Library  Instructor  and  Director  of  the  Summer  School  of 
Library  Training,  and  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin,  formerly  librarian  of 
Scoville  Institute,  Oak  Park,  111.,  was  chosen  to  fill  the  position.  In 
July  of  that  year  she  assumed  her  new  duties. 

Although  the  increased  appropriation  has  been  available  but  little 
mare  than  a  year  the  work  of  the  Commission  has  shown  a  notable 
and  gratifying  broadening. 

NEW  LIBRARIES. 

Free  public  libraries  supported  by  municipal  taxation  have  been 
established  in  Algoma,  Arcadia,  Burlington,  Colby,  Darlington,  Dodge- 
Tille,  Elkhorn,  Evansville,  Fairchild,  Hillsboro,  Horicon,  Kaukauna, 
Lake  Mills,  Manitowoc,  Mazomanie,  New  Richmond,  North  Freedom, 
North  Milwaukee,  Oakfield,  Reedsburg,  Shawano,  South  Milwaukee, 
Stanley,  Waupaca  and  Whitehall.    Libraries  formerly   owned  by  as- 
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sociatioQS  have  been  accepted  and  are  now  supported  as  free  public 
libraries  in  Kenosha,  Lake  Geneva,  New  London,  Waukesha  and  White- 
water. Free  libraries  owned  and  supported  by  associations  have  been 
established  in  Colfax,  Downing,  Glenwood,  Marshfleld,  Plover,  Prairie 
du  Sac,  Prescott  and  Plymouth.  The  City  Library  at  Menomonie  has 
been  merged  in  the  Mabel  Tainter  Memorial  Library  and  the  annual 
appropriation  formerly  made  to  it  by  the  common  council  now  goes  to 
support  the  latter.  The  consolidation  of  the  cities  of  Grand  Rapids 
and  Centralia  has  given  the  residents  of  the  latter  place  full  library 
privileges. 

The  total  number  of  free  public  libraries  supported  by  municipal 
taxation  and  controlled  by  municipal  boards  has  increased  from  forty- 
seven  to  seventy-six,  or  sixty  per  cent.  There  are  also  twenty-three 
public  libraries  supported  by  associations  or  individuals  which  are  free 
to  the  citizens  of  the  communities  in  which  they  are  established. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  work  of  providing  suitable  homes  for  our  libraries,  which  made 
such  rapid  progress  in  the  two  years  covered  by  our  preceding  report, 
still  continues.  Mr.  Z.  G.  Simmons,  of  Kenosha,  has  built  for  the 
library  of  that  city  a  beautiful  building  at  a  cost,  it  is  estimated,  of 
more  than  $150,000.  The  building  is  a  memorial  for  a  son,  Gilbert  M. 
Simlnons.  The  city  of  Oshkosh  has  recently  completed  a  handsome 
library  building  which,  with  the  site,  cost  about  $78,000.  L.  D.  Fargo, 
of  Lake  Mills,  has  given  to  that  village  $6,000  which  is  being  used  in 
the  construction  of  a  smartl  but  very  attractive  library  building.  Other 
citizens  have  purchased  a  site  at  a  cost  of  $1,700.  Alex.  Berger,  of 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  has  recently  given  to  the  people  of  Burlington,  his  native 
town,  $5,000  to  be  used  in  erecting  a  library  building  which  is  to  be  a 
memorial  to  his  paren's.  In  1899  the  citizens  of  Whitehall  completed 
a  home  for  their  small  library  at  a  cost  of  $600.  The  estate  of  the  late 
Mr.  D.  R.  Moon,  of  Eau  Claire,  is  erecting  a  library  building  in  the 
village  of  Stanley  which  is  to  cost  about  $8,000.  The  estate  will  also 
equip  the  building  at  a  cost  of  about  $4,000.  The  library  will  be  known 
as  the  D.  R.  Moon  Memorial  Library.  Whitewater  and  Antlgo  have 
recently  erected  city  hall  buildings  with  commodious  and  attractive 
rooms  prepared  especially  for  the  use  of  their  public  libraries,  and 
Stoughton,  Portage  and  Marshfleld  are  now  building  similar  structures 
with  adequate  rooms  for  libraries.  In  Elkhorn,  Mr.  E.  H.  Sprague  is 
building  an  office  building  in  which  there  is  a  large  room  designed  as 
a  home  for  the  public  library.  The  city  holds  a  lease  of  this  room,  on 
most  favorable  terms,  for  a  period  of  fifty  years. 
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Mr.  Isaac  Stephenson,  of  Marinette,  has  announced  his  intention  of 
griving  to  that  city  a  library  building  to  cost  not  less  than  |50,000  and  a 
valuable  lot,  centrally  located,  as  a  site. 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

In  addition  to  the  gifts  for  library  buildings  there  have  been  numer- 
ous gifts  and  bequests  to  libraries  in  all  parts  of  the  state.  We  shall 
record  here  only  the  more  notable.  In  1887  Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaughn  built  a 
substantial  business  block  in  Ashland  whose  rentals  were  devoted  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  free  library  which  it  housed.  The  property  which  is 
thought  to  be  worth  at  least  $45,000  has  been  formally  given  to  a  board 
of  library  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  city.  Captain  Andrew  Tainter, 
who  in  1830  erected  the  Mabel  Tainter  Memorial  building  in  Menomo- 
nie,  died  in  October,  1899,  and  bequeathed  |35,000  to  care  for  the  build- 
in  j  and  an  additional  |30,000  as  an  endowment  for  the  free  library 
which  it  contains.  Z.  G.  Simmons,  of  Kenosha,  has  given  |20,000  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  to  which  he  gave  a  building.  The 
citizens  of  Manitowoc  have  given  their  new  library  |4,500  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  the  citizens  of  Evansville  have  given  |1,500  for  a 
similar  purpose.  The  late  William  Bedient,  of  the  town  of  Algoma, 
bequeathed  |3,500  to  the  public  library  at  Oshkosh,  to  be  paid  after 
the  death  of  his  widow.  The  same  library  has  also  received  a  gift  of 
three  paintings  from  Leander  Choate  which  are  valued  at  |3,000. 

ORGANIZING  LIBRARIES. 

Early  in  1899  the  officers  of  the  Commission  decided  that  it  was  more 
important  for  the  present  to  improve  many  of  the  old  libraries  and  to 
give  a  large  measure  of  help  to  a  few  new  libraries,  than  to  attempt 
to  establish  a  larger  number  of  new  libraries.  It  was  evident  that  in  a 
few  years  nearly  all  the  cities  and  villages  of  Wisconsin  will  have  free 
libraries  and  it  is  important  to  have  model  libraries  in  all  parts  of  the 
state  as  object  lessons  for  neighboring  communities.  It  is  often  dlffi- 
cult  to  make  people  who  have  seen  only  old-fashioned  libraries  under- 
stand the  possibilities  of  modern  library  work.  A  visit  to  a  library 
like  those  at  Appleton,  Eau  Claire,  Mosinee  or  Whitewater  Is  worth 
more  to  give  good  Ideals  of  library  work  than  a  course  of  lectures  upon 
library  methods.  We  need,  at  present,  to  emphasize  quality  rather  than 
quantity. 

For  this  reason  the  officers  of  the  Commission  have  given  more  time 
than  formerly  to  assisting  the  boards  and  librarians  of  the  new 
libraries  and  to  aiding  in  the  reorganization  of  the  older  ones.    As  a 
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result  many  old  libraries  have  been  put  into  much  better  condition  for 
work  and  the  new  libraries  have  been  well  organized  and  their 
librarians  and  boards  trained  to  their  new  duties. 

Something  of  the  work  accomplished  is  shown  in  the  detailed  re- 
ports from  the  libraries.  Those  at  Superior,  JanesviUe  and  White- 
water have  been  largely  reorganized  with  the  aid  of  officers  of  the  Com- 
mission, while  the  work  of  thorough  reorganization  has  been  started 
In  Grand  Rapids,  Ocbnomowoc,  Neillsville,  Black  River  Falls.  Rice 
Lake,  Cumberland  and  Edgerton.  At  Oshkosh  and.  Ashland  great  and 
needed  improvements  have  been  made  by  the  local  boards.  In  Manito- 
woc, Waupaca,  Oakfleld,  Whitehall,  Arcadia  and  Evansville  new  li- 
braries have  been  founded  as  a  result  of  such  united  efforts  on  the  part 
of  business  men,  women's  clubs,  teachers  and  school  children  that  they 
have  become  the  centers  of  public  thought  and  enterprise.  In  many 
other  towns  good  beginnings  have  been  made  and  the  standard  of  li- 
brary ideals  has  been  noticeably  elevated. 

Where  new  libraries  have  been  organized  officers'  of  the  Com- 
mission have  made  occasional  visits  to  impress  upon  the  boards  the 
Importance  of  trained  service  in  organizing,  of  liberal  rules  in  govern- 
ing, of  selecting  wholesome  and  popular  books  with  a  due  proportion 
for  children,  of  giving  access  to  shelves,  of  giving  full  privileges  to 
neighboring  farmers  and  of  the  need  Of  enlisting  the  support  and  sym- 
pathy of  all  classes  of  citizens  and  of  giving  them  opportunities  to 
help.  In  many  little  details  the  advice  of  the  Commission  Is  sought 
and  given  with  pleasure.  When  the  books  of  a  new  library  are  ready 
for  classification,  or  an  old  library  is  to  be  thoroughly  reorganized,  an 
officer  of  the  Commission  visits  it  and  commences  the  work  with  the 
assistance  of  the  librarian,  members  of  the  board  and  of  women's  clubs 
and  teachers.  The  object  of  the  Commission  is  not  to  do  the  work  for 
them,  but  to  direct  their  work  so  that  they  may  do  it  intelligently 
and  understand  the  need  of  business  methods.  The  women  and 
teachers  are  shown  how  to  prepare  bulletins  and  pictures  for  the  li- 
brary and  the  schools.  School  children  are  trained  to  help  the 
librarian  by  keeping  the  shelves  in  order.  In  nearly  every  town  we 
have  found  many  people  who  were  eager  to  work  for  the  public  and  the 
library  has  given  them  a  welcome  opportunity.  Under  the  stimulus 
given  by  the  Commission's  help  these  people  have  learned  the  pleasure 
of  working  together  for  the  public  secvice.  In  library  work,  class,  de- 
nominational and  social  distinctions  are  forgotten  or  Ignored  and  many 
^owns  are  getting  most  important  lessons  In  united  work  from  the 
general  interest  in  founding  or  improving  their  libraries. 
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TRAVELING  LIBRARIES. 


So  much  emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  the  work  of  improving  the 
old  libraries,  making  good  libraries  of  the  new  ones  and  improving  the 
chaj-acter  of  the  service  in  all  the  libraries,  that  the  Commission  has 
not  given  as  much  attention  to  traveling  libraries  in  the  past  two 
years  as  in  the  preceding.  There  has  been  a  continued  and  growing 
interest  in  the  work,  however,  and  we  are  confident  that  it  could  be  ex- 
tended widely  with  moderate  effort.  As  is  known  by  our  friends  the 
traveling  libraries  of  Wisconsin  are  purchased  entirely  by  gifts  by 
private  individuals  and  associations. 

In  August,  1898,  there  were  186  traveling  libraries  in  Wisconsin,  of 
which  35  were  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Commission.  In  Au- 
gust, 1900,  there  were  238  such  libraries  of  which  54  were  wholly  in 
charge  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  has  aided  in  the  work  of  nearly  all  the  traveling  li- 
braries of  the  state;  in  selecting  the  books  for  them,  in  arranging  the 
plans  for  their  control,  in  finding  places  for  them  and  in  training  the 
local  librarians.  It  has  been  the  purpose  of  the  Commission,  however, 
to  leave  the  burden  of  the  later  work  of  conducting  the  county  sys- 
tems of  traveling  libraries  upon  the  people  who  establish  them,  hoping 
that  in  the  routine  of  v.ork  the  people  who  give  the  libraries  and  those 
who  receive  them  may  be  trained  to  delight  in  a  fuller  service  for  the 
public.  • 

The  most  prosperous  and  effective  of  the  county  systems  recently 
established  are  those  which  have  their  headquarters  in  Merrill  and 
Wausau.  The  former  consists  of  ten  libraries,  given  by  citizens  of 
Merrill  and  sent  out  from  the  public  library  of  that  city  to  neighbor- 
ing communities  in  Lincoln  county.  The  Wausau  system  was  organ- 
ized by  the  Woman's  club  at  Wausau,  generous  donors  having  fitted  up 
fourteen  boxes  for  the  small  towns  and  farming  communities  of  Mara- 
thon county. 

During  the  past  two  jears  the  Commission  has  received  a  number  of 
gifts  of  money  and  books  for  traveling  libraries  to  be  handled  from  its 
office.  Hon.  Levi  Withee,  of  La  Crosse,  gave  $100  for  the  purchase  of 
two  village  traveling  libraries,  J.  M.  and  T.  J.  Pereles,  of  Milwaukee, 
have  also  given  |100  and  Geo.  Des  Forges,  of  Milwaukee,  has  given  |50. 
D.  E.  Roberts,  Gardner  P.  Stickney,  the  Milwaukee  Branch  of  Col- 
legiate Alumnae,  the  Milwaukee  Journal,  the  students  of  the  Milwaukee 
Normal  School,  all  of  Milwaukee,  the  Janesville  History  club,  the  New 
Century  club  and  the  Book  club,  of  Madison,  and  the  Study  club,  of 
Hudson,  have  each  given  books  for  a  library.    Four  other  libraries 
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have  also  been  formed  by  the  Commission  from  books  given  by  a  num- 
ber of  Individuals.  A  reference  library  of  twenty-five  volumes  has 
been  made  with  money  contributed  by  Joseph  Dessert,  of  Mosinee,  An 
excellent  outline  for  study  has  been  prepared  by  Mrs.  C.  S.  Morris,  of 
Berlin,  to  accompany  this  library.  The  traveling  libraries  now  in 
charge  of  the  Commission  have  made  76  complete  trips  and  forty-five 
are  now  in  the  field  to  be  returned  in  September.  In  a  few  cases  it 
has  not  been  convenient  to  keep  the*records  of  circulation,  but  our 
books  show  a  recorded  circulation  during  the  past  two  years  of  20,106. 
The  average  length  of  time  that  a  library  remains  out  from  the  office 
is  seven  months.  The  average  circulation  on  each  trip  is  265.  The 
average  annual  circulation  from  each  library  has  been  456  or  9  per 
volume.  As  the  libraries  go  only  to  the  smaller  villages  and  to  farm- 
ing communities  these  figures  are  very  encouraging.  The  circulation 
averages  by  no  means  show  the  use  made  of  the  books  as  the  local  li- 
brarians agree  that  in  the  smaller  communities  most  of  the  books  which 
go  out  to  the  homes  are  read  by  from  two  to  five  persons  each  time 
they  are  drawn.  The  libraries  are  also  the  means  of  securing  the  read- 
ing of  a  great  deal  of  excellent  periodical  literature. 

A  noteworthy  fact  connected  with  the  circulation  of  these  libraries 
has  been  the  uniform  good  care  taken  of  the  books,  and  it  seems  safe 
to  say  that  these  libraries  will  remain  intact  and  useful  for  six  years, 
or  more,  of  continuous  work.  During  the  past  two  years  only  nine 
books  have  been  lost  or  destroyed  while  the  libraries  were  in  the  field, 
ana  all  but  two  of  these  were  paid  for.  This  statement  needs  one 
qualification — one  villa;?e  traveling  library,  contributed  by  J.  D.  Witter, 
was  caught  in  the  cyclone  at  New  Richmond  and  not  one  book  was  left. 

When  a  traveling  library  is  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Commission 
the  books  are  carefully  examined  and  immediately  repaired,  if  repairs 
are  necessary.  If  the  books  have  been  well  cared  for  a  letter  of  thanks 
is  sent  to  the  local  librarian  and  the  patrons.  If  the  books  have  been 
worn  or  soiled  unduly  a  letter  asking  better  care  as  a  favor  is  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  librarian  to  be  read  to  the  patrons.  Thus  far 
such  letters  have  proved  effective.  If  the  patrons  should,  in  any  case, 
fail  to  heed  such  a  request  the  library  would  be  withdrawn. 

PERIODICALS   FOR   TRAVELING   LIBRARIES. 

Early  in  1897  the  Commission  commenced  the  work  of  collecting 
periodicals  and  distributing  them  to  traveling  library  stations,  and 
needy  communities  where  good  people  would  keep  them  circulating  in 
the  homes  of  their  neighbors.  These  periodicals  were  taken  so  eagerly 
and  read^with  so  much  delight  that  the  work  has  been  gradually  ex- 
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tended  and  during  the  past  year  the  Commission  has  collected  and  dis- 
tributed more  than  16,000  copies  of  such  magazines  as  the  Harper's,  Ceii" 
tury,  Scribner's  and  McClure's  and  more  than  20,000  copies  of  such 
papers  as  the  Youth's  Companion,  Harper's  Weekly,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal  and  the  GartenJaube.  The  Youth's  Companions  of  the  later 
*  years  are  bound  in  durable  volumes,  with  manila  covers.  Each  volume 
contain  six  or  seven  numbers  and  the  longer  continued  stories  are  kept 
complete.  In  many  families  these  volumes  start  the  first  real  love 
for  reading  and  they  iire  read  with  avidity  by  the  parents  as  well  as 
the  children.  The  magazines,  too,  are  enjoyed  by  many  who  had  found, 
no  opportunity  to  read  any  but  occasional  old  numbers  of  inferior  pub- 
lications, and  the  wonders  of  liquid  air,  of  the  X-rays,  descriptions  of 
campaigning  and  life  in  Cuba,  the  Philippines,  China  and  South  Africa, 
as  well  as  stories  of  travel,  exploration,  invention  and  the  articles  of 
the  better  writers  of  fiction,  delight  thousands  of  families  who  had 
formerly  scarcely  known  such  enjoyment.  Something  of  the  value  of 
this  work  is  shown  in  a  letter  from  an  unselfish  woman  who  has  cared 
for  a  traveling  library  in  a  hamlet,  in  the  forests  of  northern  Wiscon- . 
sin,  which  is  thirteen  miles  from  a  railway  station.  She  writes,  "The 
books  of  the  traveling  library  are  constantly  out  and  are  doing  a  great 
deal  of' good.  One  family  which  had  never  had  any  books  in  the  house 
except  school  books  have  taken  eight  books  in  the  past  two  months,  but 
in  many  families  where  the  people  work  hard  all  day  the  magazines 
and  picture  papers  are  more  liked  than  the  books.  The  bound  volumes 
of  the  Youth's  Companions  are  taken  by  the  teachers  and  read  in  the 
school,  and  by  the  boys  and  girls  till  they  are  worn  out.  I  can't  tel) 
you  how  they  like  them  and  how  much  good  they  do." 

MAGAZINE    CLEARING    HOUSE. 

The  Commission  has  steadily  urged  upon  the  librarians  of  the  state 
the  desirability  of  making  sets  of  the  most  valuable  periodicals  by  col- 
lecting in  their  own  communities.  Two  years  ago  so  many  old  maga- 
zines, which  were  of  little  interest  to  the  farmers,  were  accumulating 
In  our  rooms  that  we  commenced  a  system  of  exchanges  with  the  public 
libraries.  This  work  has  proved  to  be  very  useful  and  has  grown  be- 
yond our  expectations.  Since  February  1, 1900,  it  has  been  systematized 
and  more  attention  will  be  given  to  it  in  the  future.  In  seven  months 
during  which  full  records  have  been  kept  we  have  sent  to  libraries,  to 
help  complete  sets,  165  complete  volumes  and  699  single  numbers.    The 

single  numbers  are  only  sent  when  we  can  send  all  the  numbers  needed 
to  complete  partial  volumes.    It  is  safe  to  say,  after  an  examination  of 

our  records,  that  during  the  past  six  months  the  Commission  has  aided 
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the  public  libraries  of  the  state  to  complete  for  their  shelves  510  vol- 
umes of  such  periodicals  as  the  Harper,  Century  and  Forum,  With  the 
aid  of  Poole's  Index  these  volumes  become  of  great  service  to  the  study 
clubs  and  high  school  societies  in  communities  where  the  libraries  are 
small.  The  direct  help  given  by  the  Commission  In  this  work  can  not 
be  fully  measured  by  the  partial  record  of  the  magazines  It  has  given, 
because  the  libraries  have  obtained  80  per  cent.,  or  more,  of  their  vol- 
umes from  gifts  by  their  patrons,  but  it  Is  the  encouragement  and 
counsel  of  the  Commission,  and  the  knowledge  that  they  can  exchange 
their  duplicates  for  scarce  and  missing  numbers  that  encourages  them 
to  undertake  the  work.  The  Commission  has  also  been  able  to  train 
librarians  to  collate  the  magazines  and  to  get  them  bound  more  dur- 
ably and  attractively.  It  has  now  on  hand  about  8,000  magazines.  3,000 
of  these  were  published  in  the  years  from  1855  to  1880.  It  is  making 
earnest  appeals  for  contributions  and  hundreds  of  families  are  finding 
pleasure  in  contributing  and  collecting  old  and  recent  periodicals  for 
Its  work. 

LIBRARY   PRIVILEGES   FOR   FARMERS. 

The  privileges  of  free  public  libraries  are  limited,  in  most  cases,  to 
the  residents  of  the  municipalities  which  support  them.  The  families 
of  farmers  can  rarely  borrow  books  at  the  public  library  in  the  town 
where  they  get  their  mail  and  buy  their  supplies.  In  1897  our  legis- 
lature amended  the  state  library  law  so  as  to  allow  town  and  county 
boards  to  make  contracts  with  library  boards  to  secure  full  privileges 
for  their  constituents.  In  1899  the  law  was  still  further  amended  to 
allow  school  district  boards  similar  authority*  Notwithstanding  the 
liberality  of  the  law  comparatively  little  progress  has  been  made  in 
extending  library  privileges  to  farmers,  but  the  few  experiments  have 
been  remarkably  successful.  The  township  of  Lincoln,  which  adjoins 
the  village  of  Whitehall  in  Trempealeau  county,  pays  |100  annually  to 
the  board  of  the  village  library.  The  town  board  of  Arc^idla,  in  the 
same  county,  pays  |25  annually  to  the  library  of  the  city  of  Arcadia 
for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  the  township.  In  1899  a  small  library 
was  established  in  Mazomanie  and  its  privileges  were  given  without 
cost  to  the  neighboring  farmers.  At  their  "town  meeting"  in  March 
1900  these  farmers  showed  their  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  by  voting, 
without  solicitation,  a  gift  of  |25  to  the  village  library.  In  a  few  other 
cases  where  no  formal  action  has  been  taken  books  are  loaned  to 
farmers'  families  without  cost,  but  such  cases  are  exceptional  and  one 
of  the  most  urgent  needs  in  library  extension  is  a  campaign  by  li- 
brarians and  library  associations  to  help  the  farmers  by  giving  them 
free  access  to  existing  village  and  city  libraries. 
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The  Mabel  Tainter  Memorial  Library  in  Dunn  county,  the  Vaughn 
Library  in  Ashland  county,  the  Gilbert  M.  Simmons  Library  in 
Kenosha  county  and  the  Hay  ward  Library  in  Sawyer  county  are  free 
to  all  the  residents  of  their  respective  counties. 

PICTURE    WORK. 

Picture  work  in  libraries  has  become  so  general  that  the  Commission 
has,  during  the  past  year,  devoted  some  attention  to  the  subjett.  Seven 
bulletins  have  been  issued  giving  directions  in  regard  to  the  proper  use 
of  pictures,  and  their  rurchase  and  care.  These  bulletins  have  been 
widely  used,  and  have  been  of  service  not  only  in  Wisconsin  but  in 
the  libraries  of  many, other  states. 

The  object  of  this  work  is  not  to  decorate  the  libraries,  but  to  stimu- 
late interest  in  good  books,  to  advertise,  attract  and  illustrate.  The 
Bulletin  has  given  lists  of  birthdays  and  anniversaries  occurring  dur- 
ing  the  month,  with  suggestions  for  making  them  a  feature  in  the 
libraiy  and  calling  attention  to  the  best  books  relating  to  these  particu- 
lar subjects.  Interest  was  also  aroused  in  the  celebration  of  Arbor  and 
Bird  Day,  Memorial  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Wisconsin  Day. 

The  governor's  proclamations  for  Arbor  and  Bird  Day  and  Thanks- 
giving Day  were  sent  to  all  libraries  and  made  the  centers  of  attractive 
exhibits.  The  poster  and  pictures  for  Wisconsin  Day  were  also  made 
into  exhibits,  at  once  decorative  and  educational.  The  efforts  were 
made  to  arouse  state  patriotism. 

Picture  work  is  quite  essential  in  the  children's  room  in  the  library. 
The  picture  exhibit  creates  an  interest  and  curiosity  which  the  librarian 
is  ready  to  satisfy  by  means  of  good  books.  The  treasures  of  the 
library  may  be  opened  to  the  new  reader  by  the  means  of  judicious 
Picture  advertising.  Texts  may  be  illustrated  by  the  picture  collections, 
clubs  and  schools  may  draw  upon  it  for  material  which  shall  make 
study  more  interesting  and  which  is  provided  in  no  other  place. 

Picture  work  has  a  legitimate  place  in  library  administration  but  if 
it  is  undirected  it  may  have  small  results  and  much  time  and  material 
Hiay  be  wasted.  For  this  reason  the  Commission  decided  to  publish 
iists  of  desirable  cheap  prints  and  to  give  suggestions  for  the  care  and 
^ise  of  the  collections.  Bulletins  and  posters  have  been  sent  out  as 
Samples,  and  good,  permanent  methods  have  been  established  in  many 
libraries. 

For  some  months  in  the  latter  part  of  1899  Miss  Mary  E.  Tanner, 
teacher  of  drawing  In  the  Stevens  Point  Normal  School,  was  employed 
by  the  Commission  to  devote  all  her  time  to  arousing  a  more  active  in- 
terest in  the  use  of  pictures  in  the  libraries  and  schools.     Her  work 
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was  largely  confined  to  the  northern  and  central  portions  of  the  state 
and  she  gave  herself  to  it  with  an  enthusiasm  and  industry  that  won 
the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the  librarians  and  teachers  of  her 
field. 

It  seems  to  have  been  proved,  by  ou#  efforts  in  this  direction,  that  as 
onr  libraries  become  thoroughly  organized  and  better  educational  insti- 
tutions they  will  be  able  to  make  most  effective  and  valuable  use 
of  pictures  in  many  phases  of  their  work  with  the  schools  and  clubs. 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  popular  interest  in  libraries  in  Wisconsin  is  due  in  considerable 
measure  to  the  work  of  voluntary  association^  of  librarians,  library 
trustees  and  others  interested  in  the  movement.  The  Wisconsin  State 
Library  Association  was  organized  February  11,  1891,  and  is  one  of  the 
oldest  of  the  state  associations.  The  first  general  missionary  work  for 
libraries  in  Wisconsin  was  done  by  this  Association,  and  the  enthusiasm 
which  it  aroused  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Free  Library  Com- 
mission. Since  the  organization  of  the  Commission  the  character  of 
the  work  done  by  the  Association  has  changed  somewhat,  but  its  meet- 
ings are  still  inspiring  and  helpful  and  its  members  are  devoted  to  its 
interests. 

Its  eighth  conference  was  held  in  the  new  public  library  building  in 
Milwaukee,  February  22  and  2J,  1899.  Dr.  E.  A.  Blrge,  of  Madison, 
presided  and  Miss  A^nes  Van  Valkenburgh,  of  Milwaukee,  was  secre- 
tary. The  meetings  were  well  attended.  The  most  Important  busi- 
ness transacted  was  the  passing  of  a  resolution  to  co-operate  with  the 
state  department  of  education  in  an  effort  to  secure  the  boJ;ter  binding 
of  the  books  purchased  for  libraries.  The  secretary  was  also  requested 
to  get  reports  from  the  libraries  of  the  state  as  to  the  binding  of 
books  and  their  defects. 

Mrs.  Chas.  S.  Morris,  of  Berlin,  was  chosen  president,  Miss  Minnie  M. 
Oakley,  of  Madison,  secretary  and  Miss  Nellie  C.  Silverthorn,  of  Wausau, 
treasurer. 

The  ninth  conference  was  held  in  Madison,  August  24  and  25,  1899, 
at  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Summer  School  for  Library  Training. 
The  meetings  were  interesting  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  li- 
brarians from  about  the  state.  A  marked  feature  of  the  program  was  a 
paper  by  Miss  Ellen  D.  Biscoe,  of  Eau  Claire,  on  the  "Bookbinding  of 
our  American  Publishers",  in  which  she  presented  the  reports  which 
had  been  gathered  from  the  libraries  of  the  state,  and  recommended 
that  librarians  call  the  attention  of  offending  publishers  to  examples 
of   their   defective   bindings.    A   "campfire"   on   the   banks   of   Lake 
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Monona,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  was  a  novel  and  most  enjoyable 
feature  of  the  meeting. 

The  tenth  conference  ^as  held  in  Madison  in  the  new  building  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  on  Friday.  August  31,  1900.  Including  the  stu- 
dents of  the  Summer  School  there  were  about  one  hundred  in  attend- 
ance. Nearly  all  were  librarians  and  there  were  very  few  library 
trustees.  The  "campflre"  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Monona  was  again  a 
special  feature  which  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  attended  it 
The  following  officers  were  chosen:  Dr.  H.  H.  Hurd,  Chippewa  Falls, 
president;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Anderson,  Manitowoc,  vice-president;  Miss  Bertha 
M.  Brown,  Eau  Claire,  secretary;  Miss  Tryphena  G.  Mitchell,  Ashland, 
treasurer. 

District  Library  Associations. 

The  Northern  Wisconsin  Traveling  Library  Association,  which  was 
organized  in  1896,  holds  annual  meetings  in  Ashland.  It  has  twenty- 
five  traveling  libraries  in  the  field  in  the  vicinity  of  Ashland.  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Ellis  is  president,  Mrs.  G.  F.  Merrill  vice-president  and  Miss 
Loranges  secretary.    All  are  of  Ashland. 

The  Fox  River  Valley  Library  Association  was  organized  in  Menasha 
October  21,  1898,  and  has  held  good  meetings  in  Fond  du  Lac  and  Ap- 
pleton.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  P.  V.  Lawson,  Menasha* 
president;  Geo.  C.  Jones,  Appleton,  vice-president;  Miss  Elizabeth 
Smith,  De  Pere,  secretary;  Miss  Deborah  Martin,  Green  Bay,  treasurer. 

The  Wisconsin  Valley  Association  was  organized  at  Mosinee,  Febru- 
ary 11,  1899,  and  held  a  later  meeting  in  Stevens  Point,  September  29 
and  30,  1899.  Hon.  H.  M.  Thompson,  of  Mosinee,  is  president  and  Mrs. 
Mary  C.  Dickens,  of  Wausau,  is  secretary. 

The  West  Wisconsin  Traveling  Library  Association  was  organized  in 
Menomonie,  December  5,  1898.  A  meeting  was  held  in  Chippewa  Falls, 
January  6,  1899  and  another  in  Menomonie  in  October  of  the  same  year. 
Hon.  Jas.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie,  is  president,  and  Miss  Stella  Lucas, 
of  Menomonie,  is  secretary. 

State  Teachers'  Library  Section, 

In  1895  the  Wisconsin  Teachers'  Association  added  to  its  permanent 
sections  one  upon  libraries.    The  meetings  of  these  sections  have  been 
popular  with  the  teachers  and  have  been  very  helpful.    The  meeting 
which  was  held  December  28,  1898,  was  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the 
rarlous  agencies  which  are  used  to  promote  the  cause  of  popular  edu- 
cation aBide  from  the  schools.    The  necessity  of  free  libraries  as  aids 
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to  all  these  agencies  was  made  clearly  evident.  A  meeting  held 
December  29,  1899,  gave  the  Commission  an  opportunity  to  show  the 
teachers  the  best  methods  of  using  inexpensive  pictures  as  means  of 
information  and  instruction.  Miss  L.  E.  Steams,  of  the  Commission, 
was  chairman  of  the  section  at  both  meetings. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL  FOR  LIBRARY  TRAINING. 

The  sixth  annual  session  of  the  Wisconsin  Summer  School  for  Li- 
brary Training  was  held  in  Madison  from  July  9  to  August  31,  1900. 

Forty  students  attended  the  school,  twenty-seven  from  Wisconsin, 
seven  from  Illinois,  two  from  Iowa,  two  from  Indiana,  one  from  Texas, 
and  one  from  Missouri.  Seventeen  of  these  were  actually  employed  in 
Wisconsin  libraries  before  the  session,  four  were  to  be  employed  in  the 
fall,  six  had  served  apprenticeship  under  competent  direction,  eleven 
were  employed  in  other  states,  and  one  was  promised  an  appointment 
*  outside  the  state. 

The  purpose  of  the  school  is  not  to  train  inexperienced  people  for 
librarianship,  but  to  give  new  or  better  methods  to  experienced  li- 
brarians, and  to  provide  librarians  for  the  small  towns  and  villages, 
where  the  limited  amount  of  money  cannot  be  used  for  a  trained  li- 
brarian from  one  of  the  library  schools. 

It  is  evident  that  library  work  is  each  year  attracting  people  of 
broader  education  and  culture.  The  summer  school  students  expect  to 
go  to  small  libraries  and  minor  positions,  but  the  preparation  of  the 
applicants  is  much  better  than  that  generally  offered  during  the  first 
years  of  the  school.  Six  of  the  students  at  the  sixth  session  had  been 
graduated  from  reputable  colleges,  four  others  had  completed  one  year 
or  more  of  college  work,  two  were  normal  school  graduates,  fourteen 
were  high  school  graduates,  four  from  private  schools,  and  ten  had  less 
than  four  years  of  high  school  work. 

Seven  librarians  were  enabled  to  attend  the  summer  school  through 
the  generosity  of  Senator  J.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie,  who  furnished 
scholarships  for  the  benefit  of  librarians  of  small  libraries  who  had  done 
good  work  and  were  anxious  to  improve  their  libraries. 

The  school  was  established  by  the  Commission  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  instruction  in  modern  library  methods  to  the  librarians  and  as- 
sistants in  the  libraries  of  the  state.  Of  the  145  students  who  have  at- 
tended since  the  opening  in  1895,  68  have  come  from  Wisconsin  and  52 
are  now  in  library  work  in  this  state.  This  spreading  of  library  know- 
ledge and  enthusiasm  has  raised  the  standard  of  libraries  and  11- 
ba~ianship,  and  has  brought  many  libraries  into  close  touch  with  the 
Commission  and  with  library  associations. 
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The  students  are  not,  as  a  rule,  content  with  summer  training  only, 
but  wish  to  study  constantly  and  become  competent  librarians. 

In  1895  a  four  weeks'  course  was  offered,  this  was  increased  to  six 
weeks  in  1896-7  and  since  1897  an  eight  weeks'  course  has  been  given. 

There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  attendance  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  admission  requirements  have  been  raised.  Library  boards 
have  occasionally  paid  all  the  expenses  of  their  librarian  during  the 
<;ourse;  others  have  allowed  the  time  and  paid  a  substitute.  In  some 
cases  positions  have  been  conditional  upon  attendance  at  the  school. 

The  sessions  of  the  school  have  been  held  in  oonnection  with  the 
summer  session  of  the  State  University  and  in  University  buildings. 
The  sixth  session  was  held  in  the  new  building  of  the  Historical 
Society.    The  need  of  permanent  quarters  is  greatly  felt. 

The  course  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  four  weeks  being  de- 
voted to  a  study  of  reference  work,  general  library  economy,  business 
methods,  and  children's  literature;  during  the  last  half  of  the  course 
cataloging  and  classification  are  studied.  The  work  is  wholly  practical. 
Each  student  works  with  the  books  in  the  sample  library,  putting  them 
through  all  the  processes  required  in  a  well  organized  library.  The 
books  for  this  sample  library  have  been  loaned  to  the  summer  school  by 
the  University  library  and  the  Madison  public  library.  If  the  school 
is  to  be  permanent,  it  should  own  a  model  library  for  this  practice 
work,  a  library  which  may  be  exhibited  during  the  year  to  visiting 
librarians  and  library  trustees  as  a  model  in  selection  and  equipment. 

Students  are  expected  to  work  at  least  six  hours  a  day,  lectures 
covering  two  hours  and  laboratory  work  in  the  sample  library  four 
hours.  They  carry  their  work  away  as  corrected  samples  of  all  li- 
brary records,  something  to  be  used  as  a  guide  in  the  future. 

The  school  is  under  the  direction  of  the  library  instructor  of  the 
Commission.  Lectures  have  been  given  by  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
mission, professors  in  the  University,  and  by  leading  library  and  educa- 
tional workers. 

The  special  feature  of  the  course  in  1899  was  a  series  of  lectures  on 
bibliography  given  by  the  University  professors;  of  the  session  this 
year  (1900)  a  course  in  children's  literature  and  library  work  with 
children  was  given  by  the  organizer  of  the  Commission,  with  lectures 
by  others  specially  informed  on  this  subject. 

Increasing  attention  has  been  given  the  care  of  public  documents, 
national  and  state,  and  the  problems  of  the  smaller  libraries. 

The  Commission  has  under  consideration  a  plan  for  a  supplementary 
home  study  course,  continuing  the  work  of  the  summer  school,  and  a 
state  certificate  to  be  issued  to  librarians  who  have  had  special  training 
and  have  done  with  credit  practical  work  in  Wisconsin  libraries. 
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STUDENTS  OP  THE  SUMMER  SCHOOL. 


1899, 


Name. 


Ames,  Sadie 

Babbitt,  Grace  E 

Barnes,  Mrg  Clara  P. 

Calkins.  CM 

Coflfman,  H.  C 

Crockett,  Vila 

Douglass,  M.  H 

Dun#(?an.  Mary 

Faddis,  Zoe  E 

Hammond,  Blanche... 
Hewitt.  Mrs.  Mary  A. . 

Hortnn.  Anna 

Hubbell,  Jennie  P 

Kruff,  Julia 

Lo  Crone,  Sarah 

McDill,  (jenevieve 

McLau^lilin,  Blanche 

Miller,  Else 

O'Brien,  Margaret  A... 

Pace.  Ada 

Parsons,  Maud 

Potter,  Katherine  M.. . 

Rule,  Maud 

Salisbury.  Grace 

Seaman,  Au(?usta  Lt  ... 
Sherman,  Marfraret  E 

Sherriil,  Alice  F  

Silverthom,  Nellie  C. 

Simonds,  May 

Tompkins,  Ginevra  N 

Twiss,  Marion  E 

Vanamee,  Martia  A... 

Wall.  Lenore  

Webb,  Nelle  F 

Webei ,  Mary  L 

Whare,  Grace  A 


Place. 


Library. 


Cleveland.  Ohio 

DeKalb.Ill 

Kenosha,  Wis 

Janesville,  Wis I  Public 

Seattle,  Wash |  State  University. 

Oak  Park,  111 Scoville  Institute. 


Public. 

State  Normal  School. 

Public. 


Iowa  College. 
Public. 


Grinnell,  Iowa 

Stevens  Point,  Wis 

Chicago,  111 I  Blaine  School. 

Omaha,  Neb |  Public. 

Manitowoc,  Wis |  High  School. 

Lincoln,  Neb Public. 

Rockford,  III '  Public. 


St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Faribault,  Minn 

Stevens  Point,  Wis  — 

Greensburg,  Ind 

St.  Louis,  Mo 

Omaha,  Neb 

Fayotteville,  Ark 

Omaha,  Neb 

Baraboo,  Wis 

Norman,  Okla 

Whitewater.  Wis 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa . . 

Crete,  Neb 

Wansau,  Wis 

St.  Loui.4,  Mo 

Fort  Wayne.  Ind 

Columbus,  Ohio. . .  - 

Colorado  Springs,  Col . 

Quincy,  111 

Hloomington.  Ill 

Owatonna,   Minn 

Madison,  Wis 


Public. 
Public. 
State  Normal  School. 

Public. 

Public. 

State  University. 

Public. 

Public. , 

University. 

State  Normal  School. 

Public. 

Public. 

Public. 

Public. 

Mercantile. 

Coates  College. 

State. 

Public. 

Withers  Public. 
Public. 
Public. 
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Samo, 

Place. 

U.,„. 

Acfcley.  Uahriclla 

Bsilo,  Winifred    

tell   Lllli^*"""        ■ 

*— S,"-,. 

Public. 

ISE""' 

tefi«.'^:::-::::;:; 

l^s":----;--- 

SI 

SlS&STr''.:  ::■:. 

StSS;™;:;::::::::::; 

■?i.fca»r'^'2J'^M'- 
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NEWS  FROM  SOME  OF  THE  LIBRARIES. 


Antigo — Mr».  S.  B.  Bridgman,  Librarian. 

The  city  taall,  now  in  process  of  erection,  conlalna  three  large  rooniB 
on  the  flrst  floor  to  he  used  for  library  purposes.  The  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  which  has  maintained  a  free  library  at 
Antigo  for  three  years  past,  Intends  to  donate  Its  collections  to  the  city 
opon  the  completion  ol  the  city  building. 
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Appleton — Mis8  Agnes  L.  Dtoight,  Librarian, 

The  free  public  library  was  moved  into  its  new  and  attractive 
quarters  (see  illustration)  during  the  month  of  March,  1900.  As  the 
reading  room  and  book  and  reference  rooms  are  practically  one» 
separated  only  oy  a  low  railing,  free  access  to  the  books  is  given  to  all. 
The  children's  room  is  a  new  feature  and  one  that  is  much  appreciated 
by  the  little  folks.  Above  the  book  cases,  which  fill  in  all  the  wall 
space  of  the  room,  is  a  frieze  of  dark  cloth  on  which  pictures  of 
peculiar  interest  to  children  are  placed  and  frequently  changed.  Two 
cases  of  stuffed  birds  of  brilliant  plumage  and  the  bird  oooks  on  the 
shelves  below  delight  the  children.  There  are  tables  and  chairs  to 
accommodate  the  very  small  as  well  as  the  older  children.  Children's 
periodicals,  picture  books,  puzzles  and  games  make  the  room  well 
patronized.  There  is  uo  age  limit  in  the  library.  A  popular  feature 
is  the  art  room,  which  is  also  used  as  a  ladies'  reading  room  and  is 
handsomely  fitted  with  reading  tables,  easy  chairs,  pictures  and  statu- 
ary. Special  attention  is  paid  to  bulletin  boards;  one  is  devoted  to 
celebrating  the  birthdays  of  distinguished  people  by  pictures  and  read- 
ing lists;  another  to  current  events,  and  others  to  art  and  travel. 

There  have  been  during  the  year  several  loan  collections  of  pictures 
from  different  citizens.  These  are  advertised  In  the  papers  and  at- 
tract many  people.  From  the  beginning  the  library  has  cooperated  as 
far  as  possible  with  the  various  literary  clubs  of  the  city  and  has  re- 
quested that  the  programs  for  the  following  year  be  submitted  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  librarian  in  order  that  the  purchase  of  helpful 
books  may  be  made.  The  completion  during  the  year  of  various  sets 
of  periodicals,  bound  and  made  available  by  Poole's  and  the  Cumu- 
lative Indexes,  assists  much  in  reference  work.  These  periodicals  are 
used  much  by  the  students  of  Lawrence  University,  the  schools  and 
literary  clubs.  The  work  of  mounting  pictures  of  topics  to  be  studied 
in  the  schools  In  the  coming  year  has  been  recently  begun.  These 
pictures  are  mostly  taken  from  duplicate  periodicals,  from  which  the 
short  amusing  stories  will  be  bound  in  paper  for  the  use  of  the  sick, 
and  the  biographical  and  historical  articles  will  be  reserved  for  the 
reference  department. 

There  is  a  card  catalog  of  the  books  to  date.  The  two-book  system 
has  been  used  from  the  beginning  with  favorable  results. 

The  librarian  of  the  Appleton  Library,  which  Is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  state,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Armour  School  of  Library  Science. 
Arcadia — Volunteer  Service  of  Lady  Members  of  Board  of  Directors, 

The  offer,  through  the  Commission,  of  a  village  traveling  library 
given  by  Hon.  Levi  Withee,  was  the  stimulus  to  the  establishment  ot 
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Ihis  library.  An  officer  of  the  Commission  aided  in  its  organization. 
As  an  evidence  of  tlie  popularity  of  the  library,  the  secretary  writes,  "It 
required  two  months  ojC  hard  work  to  get  an  appropriation  of  |400 
from  the  council  last  year.  This  year  we  were  given  |400  within  thirty 
minutes  after  asking  for  it."  The  township  of  Arcadia  pays  |25  each 
year  that  its  people  may  have  the  full  privileges  of  the  city  library. 

AsJiland — Miss  Tryphena  G.  Mitchell,  librarian. 

The  present  librarian  took  charge  of  the  library  in  November  1899 
The  old  method  of  classification  has  been  replaced  by  the  Decimal  sys- 
tem. A  new  shelMist  has  been  started  on  cards  and  all  books  not  bear* 
ing  an  accession  number  have  been  entered  in  the  accession  record. 
Many  of  the  children's  books  were  withdrawn,  others  sent  to  the  bind- 
ery, and  new  ones  purchased.  Free  access  to  the  shelves  was  Intro- 
duced and  in  order  to  secure  a  better  light  on  the  books,  and  for  the 
greater  convenience  of  the  public,  it  was  necessary  to  rearrange  the 
book  shelves.  The  arrangement  of  books  around  the  walls  is  not  only 
a  decided  improvement  to  the  appearance  of  the  room,  but  also  allows 
the  si>ace  needed  for  a  children's  corner.  Circular  reading  tables  have 
been  built  around  the  posts  in  the  center  of  the  room.  Teachers  have 
special  cards,  upon  which  they  are  allowed  to  draw  ten  books  at  a 
time  or  more  if  necessary.    The  walls  have  been  tinted  an  olive-green. 

The  librarian  is  "intensely  interested  in  the  work  with  the  children 
and  the  schools  and  expects  to  have  more  time  and  means  to  devote  to 
the  work  this  year  than  was  possible  before." 

Baraboo — Miss  Kate  M.  Potter,  librarian. 

The  library  has  been  moved  into  larger  quarters,  and  now  occupies 
three  rooms  in  the  city  hall  instead  of  one  as  heretofore.  In  addition 
to  the  circulating  department  it  has  a  large  reading  room,  with  papers 
and  magazines;  an  excellent  collection  of  mounted  birds  is  found  in  a 
room  back  of  the  reading  room  and  is  open  to  the  public. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1899. 

Beaver  Dam — Miss  Hattie  A,  Doolittle,  librarian, 

"In  reviewing  the  work  done  during  the  past  two  years,  we  find  the 
most  decided  gain  has  been  in  connection  with  the  schools,  particularly 
in  the  lower  grades.  The  teachers  are  making  much  more  use  of  the 
books  to  supplement  their  courses  of  study  and  are  taking  more  inter- 
est in  what  their  pupils  are  reading  and  instructing  them  in  the  use 
of  books.    A  much  more  systematic  course  should  be  arranged  in  our 
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relations  with  the  schools  and  we  hope  to  accomplish  this  before  an- 
other year  has  passed.  Lists  of  reading  for  the  different  grades  were 
furnished  the  schools  by  the  library  and  copies  of  Sargent's  "Reading 
for  the  Young"  \fere  also  provided  by  the  library.  A  travel  class  for 
the  children,  carried  on  by  one  of  the  schools  aided  by  the  library,  as 
a  new  undertaking,  proved  satisfactory  enough  to  lead  to  the  planning 
of  others  on  a  more  extensive  scale  for  the  coming  school  year.  A 
geographical  and  historical  study  was  made  of  the  principal  cities  of 
the  United  States,  thus  calling  for  the  use  of  such  books  as  Carpenter's 
Geographical  Readers,  King's  and  others,  as  well  as  the  elementary 
histories  and  miscellaneous  books  of  travel.  A  reference  list  on  French 
history,  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Woman's  Club,  led  to  a  constant 
demand  for  books,  reference  works  and  periodical  literature.  So  many 
good  suggestions  and  ideas  have  been  received  from  the  Commission 
that  what  success  we  have  achieved  in  their  execution  we  gratefully 
attribute  to  this  source." 
Tne  librarian  attended  the  Summer  School  of  1897. 

Black  River  Falls — Mrs.  M.  J.  Ounn,  librarian. 

This  library  has  been  reorganized  under  the  direction  of  an  officer  of 
the  Commission.  The  books  have  been  classified,  new  books  purchased, 
a  new  charging  system  introduced,  pictures  mounted  and  the  general 
appearance  of  the  library  improved  by  the  addition  of  book  supports 
and  bulletins. 

Brodhead  School  District  Library — Mrs.  E.  C.  Randall,  librarian. 

This  library,  which  ir,  really  a  public  library,  has  been  reorganized 
by  the  teachers,  with  the  aid  of  the  Commission. 

Chippewa  Falls — Miss  Maud  A.  Barley,  librarian. 

A  children's  room,  the  expense  of  which  is  borne  by  the  Womaji's 
Club,  was  opened  in  June,  1900,  doubling  the  size  of  the  library  room. 
2,138  volumes  have  been  added  within  the  past  two  years — a  surprising 
showing.  An  "Alcott  Club"  was  established,  some  months  ago,  by  tea 
young  girls  who  "wanted  to  do  something  for  the  library."  This  little 
club  keeps  the  library  supplied  with  flowers  and  is  helping  to  buy 
pictures  for  the  bulletin  board. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1896  and  the 
assistant  that  of  1900. 
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De  Pere — Miss  Helen  Matthews,  librarian. 

The  library  has  suffered  twice  from  fires,  but  its  present  quarters 
are  the  best  that  it  has  c-ccupied.  Tables  and  chairs  have  recently  been 
purchased  for  the  establishment  of  a  reading  room.  The  library  has 
the  two-book  system,  open  shelves  and  a  card  catalog. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1900. 

Doxcning — Rev.  W.  J.  James,  librarian. 

This  library  was  established  through  the  aid  of  the  Commission  in 
October,  1899.  It  has  iOO  volumes,  supplemented  by  the  Stout  traveling 
library  collections  and  those  of  the  Commission. 

Eau  Claire — Miss  Bertha  M.  Brown,  librarian. 

The  two-book  system  has  been  introduced.  A  very  large  use  is  made 
of  bulletins  pertaining  to  current  events,  birthdays  of  famous  person- 
ages, and  specal  subjects.  Book-notes  are  tipped  inside  the  front  cover 
of  books.  Reference  work  is  done  with  different  groups  of  the  local 
Library  League. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  School  of  1896  and  has  recently 
completed  a  two  years'  course  at  the  State  Library  School  at  Albany, 
New  York.    The  assistant  attended  the  Summer  School  in  1900. 

Edgerton — Mrs.  U.  Croft,  librarian. 

The  Edgerton  library  has  been  reorganized  by  an  officer  of  the  Com- 
mission, a  new  charging  system  introduced  and  other  noticeable  im- 
provements made  in  its  management. 

Evansville — Miss  Clara  Chapel,  librarian. 

This  library  was  reorganized  by  the  Commission,  aided  by  the 
women  of  the  city.  The  two  women's  clubs  have  assisted  the  library 
board  materially  through  work  and  by  raising  ^1,500  for  the  purchase 
of  books. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1898. 

Fond  du  Lac — Miss  Emma  E.  Rose,  librarian. 

This  library  has  adopted  the  plan  of  purchasing  duplicate  copies 
of  the  most  popular  books  which  it  rents  for  five  cents  a  week.  The 
innoyation  has  been  established  so  recently  that  its  popularity  is  yet 
to  be  determined. 
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Orand  Rapids — Mrs.  A.  W.  Evans,  librarian. 

The  librarian  is  at  work  on  a  card  catalog.  Patrons  arc  permitted 
to  go  to  the  shelves  and  are  being  taught  to  put  away  the  books  as 
returned.  The  general  appearance  of  the  library  has  been  greatly 
improved  during  the  past  year.  The  consolidation  of  the  cities  of 
Qrand  Rapids  and  Centralia  has  greatly  increased  the  demands  upon  it 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1900. 

Horicon — Miss  Clara  B,  Carr,  librarian. 

This  library  was  organized  by  the  Commission.  A  library  associa- 
tion  maintained  it  for  several  months,  when  it  was  finally  adopted  by 
the  city  in  March,  1900. 

Janesville — Mrs.  Louise  S.  Best,  librarian. 

Through  the  united  efforts  of  the  Library  Board  and  a  number  of 
women  of  the  city  a  children's  room  was  opened  which  has  proved  a 
great  success.  The  two-book  system  and  a  new  method  of  charging 
have  been  Introduced;  and  an  extensive  use  is  made  of  bulletins. 
Boxes  of  books  are  sent  to  a  large  manufactory  for  the  use  of  the 
operatives.  The  Commission  has  aided  in  these  improvements.  Two 
of  the  assistant  librarians  attended  the  Summer  School  in  1900. 

Kenoshar—Mrs.  Clara  P,  Barnes,  librarian. 

The  library  now  occupies  the  beautiful  Gilbert  M.  Simmons  Memorial 
Library  Building,  erected  by  Z.  G.  Simmons,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Kenosha.     (See  frontispiece.) 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1899. 

Manitowoc — Miss  Henriette  von  Briesen,  librarian. 

This  library  was  opened  March,  1900,  under  the  charge  of  a  trained 
librarian  from  the  Illinois  State  Library  School.  A  book  fund  of  $6,000 
had  been  previously  raised,  supplemented  by  an  appropriation  of  |1,2&0 
from  the  city.  The  library  is  located  in  four  rooms  above  the  post- 
office.  English,  German,  Norwegian,  Polish  and  Bohemian  books  are 
circulated.  The  reading  room  and  children's  room  ar^  important 
features. 

Marinette— Miss  Julia  Elliott,  librarian. 

The  library  has  introduced  a  card  catalog  and  a  large  number  of  books 
have  been  added  to  the  shelves.    A  reading  room  has  been  established. 


■r  Public  Library,  Slevcns  ruiiit,  Wis, 

Fublic  Library  ami  Traveling  Library,  Xorlli  Greenfield,  Wis. 

Piililic  Library,  Waupaca,  Wis. 
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Scrap-books  are  used  for  the  amusement  of  the  little  patrons.  The 
room  is  crowded  and  the  citizens  are  looking  forward  with  eagerness 
to  the  erection  of  a  library  building  which  the  Hon.  Isaac  Stephenson 
has  promised  to  the  city. 

This  library  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Marinette  County  Traveling 
Library  Association. 

Menasha — Miss  Lucy  L,  Pleasants,  lihrarian. 

This  library  has  Introduced  a  card  catalog  during  the  past  year, 
and  has  strengthened  its  reference  department  by  the  addition  of  bound 
magazines  and  the  indexes  thereto — Pooile's  and  the  Cumulative.  Read- 
ing lists  have  been  issued  to  every  grade  in  the  schools,  which  have 
greatly  increased  the  circulation.  Great  efforts  are  made  to  supply 
reference  matter  to  study  clubs.  Special  attention  has  been  paid  to 
birthday  and  nature  bulletins,  to  awaken  the  Interest  of  the  children. 
Bulletins  on  current  topics  never  fail  to  attract  attention.  A  black- 
board announces  important  contributions  to  current  periodicals.  The 
library  has  been,  greatly  beautified  by  growing  plants,  while  the  lecture 
room  has  been  made  attractive  (see  illustration)  through  the  efforts 
of  study  clubs. 

Menomonie — Miss  Stella  Lucas,  librarian. 


*tr 


'The  two-book  system  has  been  used  for  some  time  with  satisfactory 
results.  There  is  hearty  co-operation  between  the  library  tmd  the 
schools.  The  number  of  books  a  teacher  may  draw  is  practically  not 
limited,  except  when  several  wish  to  use  the  same  class  of  books. 
The  bulletins  sent  out  by  the  Commission  are  very  helpful  in  every 
way,  particularly  in  regard  to  special  days.  Our  exhibit  of  Indian 
curios  and  pictures  attracted  many  visitors.  Some  of  the  teachers 
brought  their  history  classes  in  a  body." 

This  library  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Stout  Traveling  Library 
System  of  Dunn  county;  and  all  of  the  books  in  the  library  proper 
are  free  to  all  residents  of  the  county. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1896. 

Merrill — Miss  Janet  P.  Russell,  librarian. 

The  library  has  been  reclassified  according  to  the  Dewey  system;  a 
^^^^  shelf-list  substituted  for  a  sheet  list;  borrowers  are  admitted  to  the 
'Selves  and  special  cards  are  issued  for  teachers'  use.  The  age  limit 
been  reduced  from  thirteen  to  eight  years.    A  system  of  traveling 
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libraries  for  Lincoln  county  has  been  established  largely  th!*ough  the 
efforts  of  the  librarian  end  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Merrill  Library. 
The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1898. 

Monroe — Miss  Katherine  Sttwck,  librarian. 

"The  author  card  catalog  is  now  complete.  Besides  our  usual  refer- 
ence work  for  clubs  we  have  been  interested  in  a  Library  Art  League 
and  an  Audubon  Society.  The  Audubon  Society  is  the  outgrowth  ot 
our  Nature  Day  Exhibit." 

Joseph  Dessert  Public  Library,  Mosinee — Miss  Mary  Mcliane,  librarian. 

This  library  makes  a  special  feature  of  its  reading  room  which  is 
abundantly  supplied  with  the  best  periodical  literature  and  the  daily 
papers.  A  number  of  afternoons  have  been  planned  with  special 
reference  to  interesting  the  children.  Dewey  Day  was  celebrated  by 
suitable  pictures,  songs  and  readings  on  the  Manila  victory.  On  Indian 
Day  there  was  an  excellent  display  of  articles  of  Indian  industry  and 
relics,  varied  by  framed  Burbank  pictures.  An  afternoon  of  particular 
interest  to  parents  and  children  was  spent  in  listening  to  a  bird  lecture 
by  Mrs.  Whitcomb,  of  Milwaukee,  the  talk  being  illustrated  by  stuffed 
birds  of  Wisconsin.  A  large  use  is  made  of  a  bulletin  board  and  also 
of  a  novel  indicator  telling  of  the  receipt  of  current  periodicals.  Book 
wrappers  found  about  newly  purchased  books  are  used  to  advertise 
them  to  patrons.  Picture  exhibits  of  French  painters,  Madonnas  and 
Grecian  architecture  have  proved  attractive. 

Neenah — Miss  Emma  Lachmann,  librarian. 

0 

A  reading  room  has  been  established  in  connection  with  the  library 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Tuesday  Club  of  the  city. 

Neillsville — Miss  B.  A.  Kennedy,  librarian. 

This  library  has  been  reorganized  by  the  Commission.  The  librarian 
attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1900. 

New  London — Miss  Jennie  Radkey,  librarian. 
This  library  was  recently  reorganized  by  an  officer  of  the  Commission. 
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Oconomowoc — Miss   Gabriella  Ackley,    librarian. 

-The  library  has  recently  adopted  the  open-shelf  system  and  the  books 
liave  been  reclassed  by  tin  officer  of  the  Commission. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1900. 

New  Richmond — Miss  Grace  Epley    librarian. 

The  New  Richmond  library  was  totally  destroyed  by  the  terrible 
tornado  of  June  12,  1899.  Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  renew  the 
collection,  in  library  rooms  set  aside  in  the  new  city  hall. 

OakfieUl — VoUinteer  Scrrive. 

In  December,  1899,  owing  to  an  offer  by  the  Commission  of  one  of 
its  traveling  libraries,  an  old  association  library  that  had  been  loaned 
to  a  church  was  reclaimed,  the  school  library,  with  the  exception  of 
reference  books,  was  secured,  the  town  voted  $175  for  the  purchase  of 
new  books  and  to  pay  running  expenses,  and  the  officers  of  the  Com- 
mission reorganized  the  collection,  aided  by  some  of  the  citizens  of 
the  village. 

A  separate  accession  list  was  made  of  the  school  books  so  that  they 
could  be  returned  to  the  school  at  any  time  in  case  objections  were 
raised.  The  change,  however,  is  reported  by  the  president  of  the 
library  board  to  be  very  satisfactory,  not  only  to  the  teachers  but  to 
the  pupils  and  patrons  of  the  school.  Under  the  old  system  the  pupils 
in  each  department  were  allowed  to  draw  books  only  one  day  in  the 
week;  now  every  pupil  may  draw  books  twice  a  week,  "an  advantage, 
says  the  president,  "not  to  be  lightly  overlooked." 


»» 


Oshkosh — Miss  Emily  Turner,  librarian. 

The  library  moved  into  its  new  library  building  in  August,  1900. 
(See  illustration.) 

The  librarian  is  a  ^jraduate  of  the  Pratt  Institute  Library  School. 
Brooklyn,  New  York.  One  of  the  assistants  attended  the  Summer 
School  in  1900. 

Plymouth — Miss  Mary  Taylor,  secretary. 

The  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  have  instituted  a  free  read- 
ing room  in  a  convenient,  comfortable  and  pleasant  room  in  the  main 
husiness  street.  The  room  is  open  ten  hours  each  day.  Back  numbers 
of  machines  are  issued  for  home  use. 
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Racine — Miss  Mary  J,  Calkins,  librarian. 

The  librarian  is  a  graduate  of  the  Armour  Institute  Library  Training: 
Class;  and  two  of  the  ^sistants  attended  the  Summer  Library  School 
of  1900. 

Bhehoygan — Miss  Bertha  E.  Rombauer,  librarian. 

This  library  has  recently  been  placed  in  charge  of  a  trained  librariaiL 
from  the  State  Library  School  at  Albany,  New  York.  The  two-book 
(system  has  been  introduced. 

Rhinelander — Miss  Erna  Kucht,  librarian. 
The  library  has  recently  been  reorganized  by  a  trained  librarian. 

Shawano — Volunteer  service  of  club  women. 

This  library  was  estp.bllshed,  through  the  aid  of  the  Commission^ 
in  October,  1899.  The  library  has  been  classified  and  cataloged  by 
Miss  Alice  M.  Hughes,  Merrill,  Wis.,  who  donated  her  services. 

Sparta — Miss  Jennie  Scout  en,  librarian. 
A  reading  room  with  magazines  has  recently  been  added. 

Stevens  Point — Miss  Mollie  Catlin,  librarian. 

This  library  is  noticeable  for  the  large  circulation  of  its  books — 
8,625  volumes  having  a  total  circulation  of  32,873.  Patrons  have  been 
trained  to  return  books  to  the  shelves  aiter  they  have  been  checked 
off  by  the  librarian.    Framed  pictures  are  circulated  with  great  success. 

The  assistant  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1899 
and  the  librarian  that  of  1900. 

Superior — Miss.  L.  McCormick,  librarian. 

There  have  been  noticeable  Improvements  made  in  this  library 
during  the  past  year,  many  of  them  being  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mission. In  lieu  of  a  children's  room,  a  part  of  the  general  reading 
room  has  been  set  aside,  supplied  with  low  tables  and  chairs.  On  a 
large  bulletin  board,  in  this  portion  of  the  room,  are  placed  interesting 
exhibits  to  attract  the  children  and  many  of  the  older  people.  Over 
900  children's  books  were  purchased  during  the  past  year.  A  large 
number  of  art  studies  have  been  mounted  by  the  girls  from  the  eightU 
grade,  which  are  used  ty  the  art  teacher  in  the  various  schools. 
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Library  stations  have  been  established  in  five  places  in  the  city. 
Books  are  sent  three  times  a  week  to  each  with  the  exception  of 
Itasca,  which  is  three  miles  from  the  library,  and  is  supplied  twice  a 
week.  The  borrowers  at  Itasca  have  made  arrangements  with  the  rail- 
road, by  which  the  books  are  carried  fre^  of  charge. 

A  large  use  of  the  newspapers  is  made  by  the  library  in  calling  atten- 
tion to  its  work.  Items  appear  almost  daily,  and  readers  can  not  fail 
to  know  of  the  existence  of  the  liBl^ry  and  the  good  work  that  it  is 
<doing. 

Thorp — Mrs,  C.  Poppe,  Hhraiian, 
This  library  has  purchased  a  building  for  its  use. 

Two  Rivers — Miss  Lizzie  Baeiz,  librarian. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Commission  the  appropriation  for  the 
library  was  increased  from  ?500  to  ?750,  during  1900,  thus  enabling 
necessary  repairs  to  be  made  on  the  library  building. 

"Waukesha — Miss  Fannie  L  EUs,  librarian. 

The  library  was  maintained  by  the  Beacon  Lights  Club  for  some 
time  and  was  adopted  by  the  city  in  June,  1900.  It  has  recently  been 
reorganized  with  the  aid  of  the  Commission. 

iX'aupaca — Miss  W.  E.  Bailey,  librarian. 

This  library  was  organized  by  the  Commission  in  the  winter  of  1899 
and  i900.     The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1900. 

Wamcatosa — Mrs.  Agnes  B.  Roddis,  librarian. 

This  library  is  unique  in  that  there  is  so  limit  to  the  number  of  books 
that  patrons  may  borrow  at  one  time,  provided  that  but  one  is  fiction. 

Whitewater — Miss  Ella  Hamilton,  librarian. 

This  library  is  comfortably  housed  in  the  new  city  hall.  There  are 
reading  tables,  a  children's  corner  which  has  been  made  attractive  by 
means  of  flags  aid  colored  pictures  of  birds  and  flowers.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  women's  clubs  worked  effectively  in  improving  and  reor- 
ganizing the  library  under  the  direction  of  an  officer  of  the  Commission. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1900. 
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Whitehall — Ot  Rogan,  librarian. 

This  library  was  opened  in  its  new  building  in  September,  1899.  Its 
establishment  was  due  largely  to  the  offer  of  a  traveling  library  given 
to  the  CJommission  for  that  i>urpose  by  Hon.  Levi  WIthee.  The  li- 
brary is  cared  for  in  a  somewhat  novel  manner.  The  authorities 
have  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  telephone  company,  by  which 
the  exchange  office  is  placed  in  the  library.  The  librarian  attends  ta 
the  exchange,  by  which  the  library  is  to  receive  |125  a  year  and 
12.50  additional  for  each  telephone  connected  above  40  subscribers. 
"This  adds  materially  to  the  revenues  of  the  library,"  writes  the 
secretary,  and  we  consider  it  an  advantage  in  making  it  easier  to  get 
someone  to  attend  to  the  library  as  we  can  pay  considerably  higher 
wages.  We  prohibit  all  talking  except  that  done  by  the  operator,  and 
we  are  quite  satisfied  that  there  will  be  but  little  disturbance  to  the 
readers  from  that  cause." 

This  village,  having  a  population  of  about  500,  raised  $967.59  for 
library  purposes  during  the  past  year — an  excellent  showing. 


Map  showing  location  of  free  public  libraries  in  Wisconsin  in  August,  1900. 
free  association  libraries  which  have  not  assured  means  of 
permanent  support  are  not  shown. 
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Map  showing  free  traveling  library  stations  in  Wisconsin,  only  230. 

There  ought  to  be  1,000. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  WISCONSIN  FREE 

LIBRARY  COMMISSION. 


Madison,  Wis.,  May  27,  1899. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  was  held 
in  the  capitol  at  2  P.  M.  on  the  above  date,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  by 
Chairman  Stout.  Present,  Commissioners  Stout,  Thwaites  and  Harvey. 
Commissioner  Thwaites  offered  a  resolution  that  the  official  title  of  Miss 
L.  K.  Stearns  should  be  **  Library  Organizer  "  instead  of  **  Librarian.** 
The  resolution  wjas  carried.  '  Commissioner  Thwaites  offered  a  resolution 
that  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin  be  elected  "  Librarian  ''  of  the  Commission 
and  **Director  of  the  Summer  School,"  at  a  salary  of  $1,200  per  annum 
and  expenses  when  absent  from  the  office  on  the  work  of  the  Commission. 
This  resolution  was  carried.  Commissioner  Thwaites  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted; 

Reaoledf  That  the  secretary  of  this  Commission  be  and  he  hereby  is 
delegated  to  represent  the  Commission  at  the  forthcoming  general  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Library  Association  at  Atlanta,  and  upon  his  return 
to  visit  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  methods  of  the  travel- 
ing library  system  of  that  state,  and  rep jrt  thereon  to  the  Commission  at 
its  annual  meeting  in  June  next. 

Upon  motion  of  Commissioner  Harvey  the  Commission  adjourned. 

P.  A.  HUTCHINS, 

Secretary. 


Madison,  June  13, 1899. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Commission  was  held  in  its  office  on  this 
date.  Present,  Commissioners  Adams,  Thwaites  and  Morris.  Absent, 
Commissioners  Stout  and  Harvey.  Upon  motion  of  Commissioner  Thwaites 
Commissioner  Adams  was  elected  temporary  chairman  because  of  the  ab- 
sence of  Chairman  Stout. 

The  secretary  notified  the  members  of  the  Commission  that  Governor 
Scofield  bad  reappointed  Hon.  J.  H.  Stout  as  a  member  of  the  Commission 
for  the  term  ending  June  1,  1901. 

Commissioner  Thwaites  moved  that  Commissioner  Stout  be  re-elected  as 
chairman  for  the  Commission  for  the  ensuing  year.    Carried. 

Commissioner  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution: 

lieaolvedf  That  the  Secretary  and  the  Director  of  the  Summer  School  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  pro- 
vide all  necessary  instruction  for  all  applicants  who  are  duly  qualified  to 
receive  and  profit  by  the  instruction.    Carried. 

Commissioner  Thwaites  moved  that  Miss  Stearns  be  known  in  the  future 
as  the  Library  Organizer  of  the  Commission  and  that  Miss  Marvin  be 
known  as  the  Library  Instructor  and  Director  of  the  Summer  School. 
Voted. 

Commissioner  Thwaites  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  chairman  and  secretary  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  employ  Miss  Mary  £.  Tanner  as  an  assistant  in  the  office  of 
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the  Commission,  at  a  salary  of  $100  per  month  and  necessary  traveling  ex- 
penses, if  they  think  it  advisable  to  do  so.    Carried. 

Commissioner  Thwaites  moved  that  the  secretary  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy such  extra  clerical  help  as  may  be  necessary  to  care  for  the  routine 
work  of  the  office.    Carried. 

♦  Commissioner  Morris  moved  that  the  chairman  be    authorized  and  re- 
quested to  secure  a  typewriting  machine  for  use  in  the  office.    Carried. 

Upon  motion  of  Commissioner  Morris  the  Commission  then  adjourned 
to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

F.  A.  HUTCHINS, 

Secretary. 


Madison,  Wis.,  June  19,  1899. 
An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Commission  was  held  at  9:30  A.  M.  on  this 
uate  at  the  call  of  Chairman  Stout.   Present,  Commis«*ioners  Stout,  Adams 
and  Thwaites— 3.    Absent,  Commissioners  Morris  and  Harvey  —  2. 
Commissioner  Adams  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved^  That  the  salaries  of  Secretary  Hutch  ins  and  Library  Organi- 
zer Stearns  each  be  advanced  SlOO  per  annum,  so  that  the  salary  of  Mr. 
flutchins  shall   be  $1,600  per  annum  and  that  of  Miss  Stearns  $1,300. 
Carried. 

Upon   motion  of  Commissioner    Thwaites  the  Commission   then   ad- 
journed. 

F.  A.  HUTCHINS, 

Secretary. 


Madison,  Wis.,  May  11,  1900. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  was  held 
in  the  capitol,  at  10  A.  M.  on  the  above  date,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  by 
Chairman  Stout.  Present,  Chairman  Stout  and  Commissioners  Morris, 
Thwaites  and  Harvey.     Absent,  Commi>*o  oner  Adams. 

Commissioner  Thwaites  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  the 
present  meeting  be  considered  the  annual  meeting  and  stand  in  lieu  of  that 
provided  for  June  12,  at  which  time  the  anuual  conference  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  will  be  in  session.  The  motion  was  carried  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

Commissioner  Thwaites  moved  that  Commissioner  Stout  be  elected  as 
chairman  for  the  ensuing  year  and  that  F.  A.  Hutchins  be  elected  secre- 
tary. The  motion  was  put  to  vote  by  Commissioner  Thwaites  and  was 
carried. 

Secretary  Hutchins,  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  organizer,  and  Miss  Cornelia 
Marvin  reported  verbally,  at  some  length,  on  the  lines  of  work  in  their 
charge.  Their  reports  were  accepted  and  those  who  presented  them  were 
requested  to  put  them  in  permanent  form  in  the  next  biennial  report  of 
the  Commission. 

Commissioner  Harvey  moved  that  section  I  of  article  II  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Commission  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  I.  The  officers  of  the  Commission  shall  be  a  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman  to  be  chosen  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  period  of  one  year. 

There  shall  be  elected  annually  at  the  annual  meeting,  a  secretary  who 
shall  not  be  a  member  of  the  Commission.  Vacancies  in  any  of  the  above 
offices  may  be  filled  at  any  meeting  at  which  it  is  stated  in  the  notice  call- 
ing such  meeting  that  such  vacancy  will  be  filled.    Voted. 

Commissioner  Morris  moved  that  section  VIL  of  article  I  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Commission  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
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Section  VII.  All  bills  incurred  in  behalf  of  the  Commission  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  proper  vouchers,  and  when  approved  by  the  chair- 
man, or  vice-chairman,  and  secretary,  shall  be  by  them  certified  to  the 
secretary  of  state.    Voted. 

Commissioner  Harvey  moved  that  section  II  of  article  I  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Commission,  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Special  meetin^^s  may  be  called  by  the  chairman,  or  in  his  absence  or 
disability,  by  the  vice-chairman,  or  upon  the  written  request  of  two  Com- 
missioners, by  the  secretary,  such  request  to  be  filed  with  and  preserved 
by  the  secretary  among  the  papers  of  the  Commission.    Voted. 

Upon  motion  of  Commissioner  Harvey,  Commissioner  Thwaites  was 
elected  vice-chairman  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Commissioner  Morris  moved  that  the  secretary,  the  organizer  and  the 
instructor  each  be  allowed  leave  of  absence  amounting  to  a  month's  va- 
cation in  each  year.    Voted. 

Commissioner  Thwaites  moved  that  each  member  of  the  clerical  force  be 
allowed  leaves  of  absence  amounting  to  three  weeks*  vacation  each  year, 
and  that  the  dates  for  all  leaves  of  absence  shall  bo  decided  by  the  chair- 
man and  secretary.    Voted. 

Commissioner  Morris  moved  that  the  secretary  of  the  Commission  be 
delegated  to  represent  it  at  the  forthcoming  general  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  at  Montreal.    Voted. 

F.  A.  HUTCHINS, 
Secretary. 
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EXPENDITURES  OF  WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 
FOR  BIENNIAL  PERIOD  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1900. 

ORDERS  DRAWN. 
1898-9. 

L.  E.  Stearns— trav.  exp |31  13 

L.  E.  Stearns— salary.  Sept 100  00 

L.  M.  Curtlss,  salary.  Sept 20  00 

F.  A.   Hutchlns— salary,   Sept 125  00 

Ella   F.    Corwln — clerical    service 23  90 

Clark    Engraving    Co. — plates 6  00 

Ella  Stlehl— lal^or 3  50 

L.  E.  Stearns— salary,  Oct 100  00 

F.   A.   Hutchlns— trav.   exp 26  14 

F.  A.   Hutchlns — cash  for  office  supplies 15  51 

L.  M.  Cartlss— salary,  Oct 20  00 

F.  A.  Putchlna— salary,  Oct 125  00 

B.  G.  Thwaites — trav.  exp 5  72 

H.  C.  Oerling— drayage 9  00 

Breeze  Printing  Co.,  Mcnasha — papers 22  60 

L.  E.  Steams — trav.  exp 65  20 

Democrat  Printing  Co. — binding  and  printing 36  90 

L.  E.  Steams— salary,  Nov 100  00 

L,  E.  Steams— trav.  exp 21  94 

F.  A.   Hutchlni^— salary.  Nov 125  00 

P.  A.  Hutchlns— trav.   exp 04  69 

L.   M.   Curtlss— salary,   Nov. 20  00 

G.  Grlram  &  Son— binding 37  20 

F.  A.  Hutchlns— salary,  Dec 125  00 
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nee.  21. 
Dec.  21. 
Dec.  21. 
Dec.  21. 

1S99. 
Jan.     0. 
Jan.     6. 
Jan.     0. 
Jan.  16. 
Jan.  2G. 
Jan.  20. 
Jan.  2G. 
Jan.  2G. 
Jan.  27. 
Jan.  27. 
Feb.  27. 
Feb.  27. 
Feb.   27. 
Feb.  27. 
Mch.    1. 
Mch.    1. 
Mch.    1. 
.\pr.      8. 
Mch.  28. 
Mch.  28. 
Mch.  28. 
Mch.  28. 
Mch.  28. 
Apr.  22. 
Apr.  22. 
Apr.  22. 
Apr.  22. 
Apr.   22. 
Ai)r.   20. 
Apr.   20. 
Apr.   20. 
Apr.  20. 
May     2. 
May     2. 
May  20. 
May  21). 
.May  2i>. 
May  2J). 
May  29. 
Juno  10. 
Juno  23. 
June  27. 
June  27. 
Juno  27. 
June  27. 
July    It. 
July   25. 
July   25. 
July   25. 
July   25. 
July   25. 
July   25. 
Aug.     5. 
Aug.  14. 
Aug.   17. 


L.   K.   Stearns— salary.   Dec. .  - . . . 

L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 

L.   M.   Curtlss — salary,   Dec 

Ella  Stiehl— labor  , 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Morris — trav.  exp 

S.  C.   Stuntz— labor   

E.  F.  Corwln — cataloging 

G.  JSrumder — binding    

L.  .E.  Stearns — salary,  Jan 

Ij.    E.    Stearns—  -expenses 

F.  A.  Ilutchlns— salary,  Jan 

F.  A.  Hntchlns — expenses 

E.  F.  Corwln — clerical  services... 
L.  M.  Curtlss — salary,  Jan 

F.  A.   Ilutchlns — salary,   Feb 

L.  M.  Curtlss — salary,  Feb 

Ella  F.  Corwln — clerical  services. 

L.  M.  Curtlss — expenses  

C.  E.   Stearns — salary,  Feb 

L.  E.  Stearns — expenses 

F.   A.   nutchins — expenses 

Blanche  Harper — slides 

L.  M.  Curtlss — salary,  March.... 

L.  E.  Stearns — expenses   

L.  E.   Stearns — salary,  March  . . . 
F.  A.   Ilutchlns-   salary,  March.., 
F.   A.   Hutchins- -expen.ses    , 

F.  A.  Ilutchlns — office  supplies... 
Ella  Stelhl — clerical  services  .... 

G.  Grimm  &  Son — binding 

II.   C.    Gerllng — drayage 

F.  A.  Ilutchlns— exi>enses 

F.  A.   Ilutchlns-  -salary,  April... 
L.   M.   Curtlss — salary,   April.... 

L.  E.   Stearns — salary,  April 

L.    E.    Stearns — expenses 

Democrat   I'rlntlng  Co. — binding. 
N.   Frederlrkson  &  Sons — cases... 

F.  A.  Ilutchlns — salary,  May 

L.    E.   Stearns — salary.    May 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  May 

Emma  Gatliker — salary 

Emma  (Jattllter  -  expenses   

F.  A.  Ilutchlns-  -trav.  exp 

li.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 

E.  Gattiker — clerical  work   

L.  M.  Curtlss  -salary,  June 

F.  A.    Ilutchlns — salary,    June... 

L.  K.  Stearns — salary,  June 

Ella  Stiehl- -services    

S.  7'.  Eathrop — services  

F.  A.  Ilutchlns — salary,  July. . . . 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  July 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  July 

L.  E.  Stearns — expenses 

S.  K.  Lathrop — expenses 

II.  C.  Gerllng — drayage 

F.  A.  Ilutchlns — expenses 

Emma  Gattiker — services 
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Aug.  17.     Anna  Welsh— labor 8  40 

Aug.  22.     F.   A.    Hutchi|^« — salary,   Aug 133  66 

Aug.  22.     L.  M.  Curtlss — salary,  Aug 30  00 

Aug.  22.     Cornelia  Marvin — salary,  Aug 100  00 

Aug.  24.     L.  E.   Steams — salary,  Aug 108  3& 

Sept.    2.     Geo.  Brunider — books 11  39 

Sept.  IS.     Mrs.  A.  Keogl — labor 7  26 

Sept.  22.     F.  A.  Ilutchins— salary,  Sept 138  33 

Sept.  22.     F.  A.  Ilutchlns— office  supplies 32  23 

Sept.  22.     M.  II.  Macpherson — services 55  00 

Sept.  22.     M.  R.  Macpherson — trav.  exp 14  07 

Sept.  22.     Corncla  Marvin — salary,   Sept 100  00 

Sept.  22.     Cornelia  Marvin — trav.  exp 136  07 

Sept.  22.     L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 43  83 

Sept.  22.     Tj.  E.  Stearns— salary.  Sept ; 108  33 

Sept.  22.     Chicago  Art  Education  Co. — supplies 5  00 

Sept.  22.     L.  M.  Curtlss- salary 30  00 

Sept.  22.     Foreign  Photograph  Co. — supplies ' 7  80 

Sept.  22.     F.  A.  Hutchins — trav.  exp 65  18 

Sept.  27.     M.  E.  Tanner — salary  1  ^^  months 150  00 

Sept.  27.     M.  E.  Tanner— trav.  exp 26  01 

Sept.  27.     M.  E.  Tanner — trav.  exp 15  05 

Total 15,655  38 

1890-1900. 

^>ct.  23.     Cornelia  Marvin— salary,  Oct 100  00 

<^t.  25.  .  Cornelia  Marvin — trav.  exp 29  58 

^t.  2r».     L.  M.  Curtlss— salary,  Oct 30  00 

^ct.  25.     L.  E.  Stearns— salary,  Oct 108  33 

^^^t  25,     L.  E.  Steams  —trav.  exp 35  33 

^^i-  25.     F.  A.  Ilutchlus — salary,  Oct ^33  33 

P<^t.  '2o,     Des  Forges  &  Co. — books 10  31 

25.     I>C8  Forges  &  Co. — books* 20  21 

25.     Uemocrat  Printing  Co. — printing  and  binding 81  00 

31.     M.  E.  Tanner— salary,  Oct 100  00 

31.     M.  E.  Tanner — trav.  exp 54  87 

31.     M.  K.  Macpherson — salary,  Oct. '. 50  00 


Oct 

Oct. 

Oot 

Oct' 

Oct 


V.  ^-    31.  M.  It.  Macpherson — trav.  exp 19  40 

Y**^.  15.  L.   E.   Stearns — trav.  exp 66  46 

1^**^-  15.  J.  Tyrrell — screens  and  supplies 26  90 

^,^v.  24.  F.  A.   nutchins— office  supplies 73  88 

^^•^V.  24.  F.  A.  nutchins— trav.  exp 49  96 

^Ov,  24.  F.   A.  Hutchins — salary.   Nov 133  00 

^^V.  24.  M.  E.  Tanner  —salary,  Nov 100  00 

j^^^.  24.  L.  E.  Stearns— salary,  Nov 108  33 

>{-^^-  24.  L.   E.   Steams — trav.  exp 50  00 

>^^^-  24.  A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.— books 91  86 

J^    ^-  24.  M.  R.  Macpherson — salary,  Nov 50  00 

>^J*^-  24.  L.  M.  Curtlss— salary,  Nov 30  00 

>y    ^-  24.  Cornelia  Marvin — salary,  Nov 100  00 

^_^-  24.  rornella  Marvin — trav.  exp 59  98 

^^^"  ^"*  ^'  ^"   '^®°"*''' — ^^^^'  ^^P 59  31 

^v    ^-  27.  L.  C.  Burke — labor 8  15 

X^T^-      1.  (?.  Grluim  &  Son  —binding 16  85 

'^^^^-      1.  Des  Forges  &  Co. — books  and  supplies 7  24 

1.  B.  G.  Thwaltes — trav.  exp 2  78 

23.  M.  B.  Tanner — trav.  exp 53  28 

23.  M.  E.  Tanner — salary,  Dec 100  00 


^: 
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Dec.  23.  L.  13.  Stearns — trav.  exp 55  80 

Dec.  23.  F.  A.  Hutchins— salary,  Dec ^. 133  00 

Dec.  23.  L.  E.  Stearns— salary.  Dec 108  33 

Dec.  2.3.  Cornelia    MarTln — salary,  Dec 100  00 

Dec.  23.  M.  R.  Macpberson — salary,  Dec 50  00 

Dec.  23.  Cornelia  Marrrin — trav.  exp 11  65 

Dec.  23.  Tracy,  Gibbs  &  Co. — printing 27  15 

Dec.  23.  Democrat  Printing   Co. — printing 16  9» 

Dec.  23.  BUed  Bros. — supplies    9  95 

Dec.  23.  H.  C.  Gerllng — drayage 20  17 

Dec.  23.  A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.— books 28  97 

Dec.  23.  Grace  Whare — labor    27  00 

Dec.  23.  L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  Dec 30  00 

Dec.  23.  Grace   Wbare — trav.  exp 12  92 

Dec.  23.  Grace  Wbare — labor 8  00 


1900. 


Jan. 

11. 

Jan. 

19. 

Jan. 

25. 

Jan. 

23. 

Jan. 

25. 

Jan. 

25. 

Jan. 

25.  ' 

Jan. 

25. 

Jan. 

25. 

Jan. 

26. 

Jan. 

29. 

Jan. 

29. 

Feb. 

5. 

Feb. 

6. 

Feb. 

6. 

Feb. 

6. 

Feb. 

6. 

Feb. 

9.- 

Feb. 

20. 

Feb. 

20. 

Feb. 

20. 

Feb. 

20. 

Feb. 

20. 

Feb. 

20. 

Feb. 

20. 

Feb. 

21. 

Feb. 

21. 

Mch. 

7. 

Mch. 

15. 

Mch. 

15. 

Mch. 

ir.. 

Mch. 

21. 

Mch. 

21. 

Mch. 

21. 

Mch. 

21. 

Mch. 

21. 

Mch. 

21. 

Mch. 

,21. 

Mch 

.  21. 

Mch 

.21. 

Mch 

.21. 

Met 

I.  24. 

I.  E.  Burt  Co. — supplies 2.3  60 

N.  Frederlckson  &  Sons — cases 22  25 

M.  R.  Macpberson — salary,  Jan 50  00 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  Jan 30  00 

K.  I.  MacDonald — salary,  Jan 12  50 

F.  A.    Hutchins — exp ♦ 64  $<7 

C.  Siarvln — salary,  ian 100  00 

F.  A.  Hutchins — salary,  Jan 133  33 

F.  A.  Hutchins — office  supplies 63  25 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  Jan lo8  33 

M.  E.  Tanner — salary,  Jan 100  00 

Des  Forges  &  Co. — books 34  95 

Globe-Wernlcke  Co. — supplies 30  00 

P.  Hazen — clerical  services 6  2^ 

W.  S.  Houghton — periodicals 38  7^ 

H.  C.  Gerllng — drayage  12  5 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Morris — exp 31  4- 

M.  E.  Tanner — exp 66  T  ' 

Grace  Whare — labor 18  (^ 

M.  R.  Macpberson — salary,  Feb 50 

C.  Marvin — salary,   Feb 100 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  Feb •     30 

K.  I.  MacDonald — salary,  Feb 25 

F.  A.  Hutchins — salary,  Feb 133 

M.  R.  Macpberson — trav.  exp 8 

C.  Marvin — exp 45 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  Jan 108 

G.  Grimm  &  Son — binding 13 

Des  Forges  &  Co. — books 22 

Grace    Whare — services 4 

Democrat  Printing  Co. — supplies 54 

K.  I.  MacDonald — salary,  March 25 

M.  R.  Macpberson — salary,  March 50 

M.  R.  Macphorson — trav.  exp 14 

F.  A.  Hutchins — office  supplies 87 

F.  A.  Hutchins — trav.  .exp 11 

C.  Marvin — trav.  exp ^  3 

C.  Mai'vln — salary,  March lOO         ^ 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  March 3(^ 

F.  A.  Hutchins — salary,  March 13^       ^ 

L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 3^     '^J 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  March 10  ^    ^ 
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W.  S.  Houghton — periodicals 

Tracy,  Gibbs  &  Co. — printing  and  supplies 

Des  Forges  &  Co. — books 

H.  C.  Gcrling — cartage  

C.  Marvin — trav.  exp 

C.  Marvin — salary,  April 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  April 

K.  I.  MacDonald — salary,  April 

M.  R.  Macphcrson — salary,  April 

F.  A.  Ilutchins — salary,  April 

L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  April 

G.  Grimm  &  Son — binding 

L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary.  May 

M.  It.  Macpherson — salary.  May 

F.  A.  Ilutcblns — salary.  May 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary.  May 

C.  Marvin — trav.  exp 

C.  Marvin — salary.  May 

F.  A.  Hutcbins — exp 

F.  A.  Ilutchins — office  supplies. 

A.  C.  McCiurg  &  Co. — booics 

F.  A.  Ilutchins — exp 

F.  A.  Ilutchins — salary,  June 

G.  Grimm  &  Son — binding 

L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  June : 

C.  Mai'vin — salary,  June 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  June 

W,  S.  Houghton — periodicals 

M.  R.  Macpherson — salary,  June 

M.  R.  Macpherson — trav.  exp 

M.  R.  Macpherson — salary,  one-half  of  July 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary,  July 

H.  C.  Geriing — cartage 

F.  A.  Ilutchins — salary,  July 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  July 

Grace    Whare — services  

Democrat  Printing  Co. — printing 

W.  J.  Waddick — cartage 

Tracy,  Gibbs  &  Co. — printing 

Emily  Turner — trav.    exp 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary,  Aug 

L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary^  Aug 

F.  A.  Ilutchins — salary,  Aug 

Grace  Whare — services 

Des  Forges  &  Co. — books 

K.  I.  MacDonald — clerical  services -. 

•F.  A.  Hutcbins — office  supplies 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co. — books • 

F.  A.  Ilutchins — trav.  exp 

L.  M.  Curtiss — salary.  Sept 

Cornelia  Marvin — salary,  Sept 

F.  A.  Hutcbins — salary.  Sept , 

L.  E.  Stearns — salary.  Sept 

L.  E.  Stearns — trav.  exp 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Madison,  July  1,  1902. 
To  Hon.  Robebt  M.  La  Follktte, 

Governor: 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  lierewith  the  Fourth  Bien- 
nial Report  (1901-1902)  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Com- 
mission, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  383a,  of 
the  Wisconsin  Statutes  of  1898. 

Very  respectfully, 

Jas.  H.  Stout, 

Chairman. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


Former  biennial  reports  of  this  Commission  have  covered  p*> 
riods  ending  September  30  of  each  year  l)earing  an  even  num- 
ber. Under  the  provisions  of  a  Irav  of  1001  this  report  will 
cover  from  October  1,  1000,  to  Jmie  30,  1002,  a  period  of  one 
year  and  eight  months.  This  fact  should  be  l>orno  in  mind  in 
making  comparisons  with  former  rc^ports.  This  period  has  been 
one  of  unexampled  prepress  in  librarv  development  in  the  state 
and  nation,  and  the  record  liore  presented  can  only  show  the 
share  of  Wisconsin  in  this  development  in  the  most  general  way. 

NEW  LIBRARIES. 

Since  the  previoius  record  was  written  free  public  libraries 
8npporte<l  by  municij)al  taxation  have  Ixvn  established  in  Lan- 
caster, Oconto,  Prairie  du  Sac,  S(\vmour,  Stoughton,  Sun 
Prairie,  Waupun  and  West  Bend. 

One  advance  worthv  of  note  is  the  ccm version  of  three  free 
associatic^n  libraries  and  two  subscription  libraries  into  free  pub- 
lie  libraries.     This  change,  which  insun^  penuanency,  has  hecn 
eflFectod  in  Antigo,  Plymouth,  St4)Ughton,  Columbus  and  Port- 
age, and  has  resulted  in  extension  of  service,  bif>adening  of  gen- 
eral plans  of  work,  and  increased  efficiency  in  eveiy  respect. 
It  is  noticeable  that  the  tendencv  to  lieirin  with  association  and 
subscription  libraries  is  decreasing,  and  instead  the  free  public 
library  is  established  at  once  without  this  preliminarv  step.    Free 
association  libraries  have  Wen  founded   in   Galesville,   Pepin, 
3*ort  Washington,  Prescott,  Shiocton  and  Waterloo.     Sul>scrip- 
'tiion  libraries  have  been  started  in  ^farkesan  and  Footville.     Mr. 
-H.  P.  Bird  has  founded  a  free  library,  which  he  uuiint^^ins,  at 
^ausaukee. 
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LIBRARIES  REORGANIZED. 

More  important  even  than  the  work  of  founding  new  libraries 
has  been  that  of  reorganizing,  or  securing  the  reorganization,  of 
the  old  libraries  which  have  clung  to  antiquated  methods  or  have 
been  badly  managed.     It  costs  far  more  labor  to  reorganize  an 
old,  ill-managed  library  than  to  organize  a  new  one  on  good 
lines,  as  the  officers  of  the  Commission  not  only  find  a  great 
amount  of  work  that  must  be  done  over  again,  but  they  must 
often  contend  against  the  opposition  of  former  librarians  and 
their  friends  and  the  apathy  of  some  members  of  library  boards 
who  have  grown  accustomed  to  slothful  ways  and  resent  being 
disturbed.     In  spite  of  opposition  the  good  work  has  gone  for- 
ward  in  the  past  six  years  until  all  but  two  of  the  libraries  in 
cities  of  over  8,000  inhabitants  have  excellent  or,  at  least,  fairly 
good  methods.     During  the  next  two  years  the  reorganization  of 
libraries  will  demand  less  time  and  the  Commission  will  prob- 
ably be  able  to  establish  new  libraries  more  rapidly.     Its  offi- 
cers will  not  forget,  however,  that  the  permanent  success  of  the 
library   movement  in   Wisconsin    will  depend   "more  upon  the 
character   and   efficiency   of  our   present   libraries   than    upon 
their  number. 

Since  October  1,  1900,  the  libraries  at  Xeenah  and  Madison 
have  been  reorganized  and  old  lil>raries  which  were  given  to  the 
new  free  libraries  at  Antigo,  Columbus  and  Portage  have  been 
put  in  good  condition. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Remarkable  progress  has  l)een  made  in  providing  permanent 
homes  for  our  libraries.  Buildings  in  Lake  Mills,  Stanley  and 
Superior  have  l^een  completed.  Others  have  been  provided  for 
in  BaralxK),  Beloit,  Chippewa  Falls,  Fond  du  Lac,  Green  Bay, 
Janesville,  Madison,  Marinette,  Monroe,  Neenaih,  Oconto,  Ra- 
cine, Ripon,  Sheboygan,  Sparta,  Stevens  Point  and  Waukesha. 
City  halls  with  large  r(x>ms  esi)ecially  planned  for  libraries  hav 
been  erected  in  Portage,  Stoughton  and  Sun  Prairie. 
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The  strong  and  growing  interest  of  thoughtful  philanthropists 
in  free  libraries  is  most  convincingly  attested  by  the  great  sums 
given  to  aid  them.  These  gifts  have  been  so  numerous  since 
our  last  report  that  only  those  exceeding  $500  in  value  will  be 
recorded  here. 

Mrs.  Sally  F.  lloon  has  presented  to  Stanley,  as  a  memorial 
to  her  late  husband,  Delos  R.  iloon,  a  library  building  which 
cost,  with  its  equipment,  about  $15,000.     S.  T.  McKnight,  of 
Minneapolis,  has  recently  given  books  of  permianent  value  cost- 
ing $500  to  the  same  institution.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Cook,  of 
Whitewater,  have  given  $3,000  to  the  public  library  in  White- 
water for  a  book-fund    and  the   late  Miss    Flavia   White  left 
a  conditional  bequest  of  $17,000  to  the  same  library  for  a  build- 
ing.    S.  T.  McKnight,  of  Minneapolis,  and  W.  J.  Starr,  of  Eau 
Claire,  have  each  offere<l  to  give  $5,000  to  Ripon  to  supplement 
Mr.  Cam^e's  gift  for  a  building.     George  Famsworth,  of  Chi- 
cago, a  former  resident  of  Oconto,  has  given  that  city  $15,000 
for  a  library  building.     'Mr.  L.  I).  Fargo  has  added  $2,000  to 
his  gift,  formerly  recorded,  for  a  building  in  Lake  ^lills.     The 
Hammond  estate  and  citizens  of  Superior  gave  valuable  lots  as 
a  site  for  the  new  building.     The  F.   S.  Eldred  estate  added 
$10,000  to  the  building  fund  given  by  ilr.  Caraegie  to  Janes- 
ville.     The  heirs  of  the  late  C.  L.  Colman  have  given  $20,000 
as  an  endowinent  fund  to  tlie  Washburn  lihran,  of  La  Crosse. 
The  citizens  of  Nei^nah  added  $15,000  to  the  building  fund  pro- 
vided by  Andrew  Carnegie.     The  Woman's  Club,  of  Fond  du 
X.ac,  gave  for  their  new  library  building  a  site  costing  $6,000, 
a.nd  the  common  council  added  $10,000  to  the  building  fund 
*:lonated  by  Mr.  Carnegie.     Citizens  of  Racine  raised  $14,000 
for  a  building  site  and    the  Woman's   Club  at   Stevens   Point 
Raised  $4,400  for  a  lot  for  a  similar  puqmse.     ]Mi*s.  G(X>.  Bullen, 
^frs.  P.  A.  Valentine  and  P.  D.  Armour,  Sr.,  each  gave  $1,500 
for  a  building  in  Oconomowoc.     The  library  in  ^Milwaukee  has 
^^ceived  $10,000  for  a  six'cial  collection  of  lHX>ks  which  is  to  be 
^-  memorial  to  the  lat^  !Nraltliew  Keenan  and  Hon.  J.  ]M.  Pereles 
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has  given  a  pair  of  bronze  electroliers  for  the  entrance.  The 
Oshkosh  library  has  been  presented  with  a  clock  costing  $500 
and  the  Chadbonrne  family  gave  $500  to  the  Columbns  library. 
Geo.  B.  Dewing  and  Miss  Melvina  Dewing  transferred  to  the 
librarv  in  Elkhom  a  choice  familv  librarv  of  650  volumes. 
The  late  J.  D.  Witter,  of  Grand  Rapids,  who  had  formerly 
given  an  endowment  fund  of  $5,000  to  the  public  library  of  his 
home  town,  left  a  l>equost  of  $5,000  to  l)e  added  to  that  fund  and 
also  left  $5,000  as  an  endowment  for  the  J.  D.  Witter  Travel- 
ing Library  System  of  Wood  County.  By  the  will  of  Mrs. 
George  li^reck  the  librarv  at  Portage  is  ultimately  to  receive 
$5,000.  Of  this  amount,  $2,000  has  now  Ijeen  paid.  By  the 
wall  of  Miss  Maria  Austin  the  same  institution  receives  500 
books.  The  Apj)leton  librarv  has  receiveii  a  fund  of  $663  from 
the  directors  of  the  Prescott  Hospital,  $500  from  the  Woman's 
Club  and  $500  fmiu  Herman  Erb  as  a  memorial  for  a  son  who 
aided  greatly  in  its  founding.  W.  D.  Connor  gave  the  Marsh- 
field  librar>^  $2,500  for  purchasing  Ixjoks;  other  citizens  gave 
$655.  Bishop  iressmer  donated  a  lot  valued  at  $2,000  as  part 
of  the  site  for  the  new  l>uilding  in  Green  Bay.  Ladies  in  Lake 
Geneva  have  purchased  750  volumes  for  the  village  librar>\ 

To  the  gift^  mentioned  should  l)e  added  the  building  which 
Mr.  H.  P.  Bird  has  built  for  Wausaukee,  which  includes  a  pub- 
lie  library,  and  its  equipment;  a  gift  of  $20,000  from  C.  W. 
V(x>nis,  of  Xew  eTc^rsey,  for  the  librarv  of  Carroll  College  at 
Waukc^sha ;  $4,000  for  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books  on  art; 
and  694  volumes,  mostly  on  English  literature,  to  the  Wiscon- 
sin Historical  Sociotv  bv  !Mrs.  Charles  Kendall  Adams.  The 
librai"^'  of  the  Fnivei-sitv  of  Wisconsin  received  from  the  late 
Charles  Kendall  Adams  2,. 300  volumes,  a  portion  of  his  private 
library;  from  citizens  of  Milwaukee  $3,146  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Germanic  Seminary  Librarv;  from  a  number  of  contribu- 
tors $2,045  for  purchase  of  Inxiks  for  the  School  of  Economics 
and  $2,850  for  books  for  the  School  of  Commerce. 

During  this  period  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  has  given  large 
sums  to  Wisconsin  cities  for  librarv  buildings.  Each  gift  has 
been  made  upon  the  condition  that  the  city  receiving  it  shall 
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agree  to  provide  a  suitable  site  for  tlie  building  and  to  appro- 
priate?, annually,  for  its  support  at  least  one-tenth  of  the  amount 
of  the  gift.     The  list  of  the  gifts  is  as  follows : 

Green  Bay  $25,000;  Su^K^rior  $50,000;  Sheljoygan  $35,000; 
Racine  $50,000;  Xeenah  $10,000;  Fond  du  Lac  $30,000; 
Janesvillo  $30,000;  Beloit  $25,000;  Madison  $75,000;  Monroe 
$20,(X)0;  Waukesha  $15,000;  Baral)oo  $12,000;  Sparta  $10,- 
000;  Eau  Claii-e  $40,000;  Chippewa  Falls  $20,000;  Stevens 
Point  $20,000;  Kipon  $10,000. 

These  gifts  of  ilr.  Carnegie  amount  to  $467,000.  It  may 
be  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that  these  gifts  have  al- 
ready drawn  $107,400  in  supplementary  gifts  for  sites  and 
additions  to  the  building  funds  and  that,  to  secure  them,  seven- 
teen small  cities  have  pledged  annual  appropriation*  of  $46,- 
700  for  their  libraries.  When  Mr.  Carnegie  began  his  great 
series  of  gifts  for  library  buildings  many  good  j^eople  feared 
that  he  would  *^pau}K^i-ize'''  our  independent  American  commua- 
ities,  but  this  record  of  the  expenditures  secured  by  his  gifts 
s^hows  that  he  has  planned  shrewdly  to  draw  fuller  private  and 
public  support  for  the  institutions  he  aids. 

The  total  value  of  all  gifts  to  our  public  libraries  during  the 
period  of  one  year  and  nine  montlis  under  review,  as  reported 
to  the  Commission,  is  $80(5,000,  of  which  ajnount  ilr.  Carnegie 
gave  $467,000,  citizens  of  the  sUite  $225,000,  and  municipal- 
ities, aside  from  annual  appropriation's,  $114,000  for  sites  and 
additions  to  building  funds. 

TRAVELING   LIBRARIES. 

The  traveling  library  department  of  tlie  Commission  lias  cour 
stantly  grown  and  would  amply  re-pay  more  work  than  the  offi- 
<?ers  can  give.  The  proper  sel<M»ti<>n  of  the  IkmiIcs  for  i^U(*h  libra- 
Ties,  their  preparation  for  their  purpose,  the  making  and  print- 
ing of  the  catalogs,  the  selection  of  the  communities  to  which 
they  shall  be  sent,  the  instruction  of  the  librarians  at  the  local 
stations,  the  examination  of  the  libraries  after  their  trips,  the 
lending  and  replacing  of  books,  the  collection  of  fees  for  the 
injuries  and  loss  of  lxx>ks  and  all  the  correspondence  and  super- 
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vision  necessary  to  conduct  a  large  system  of  traveling  libraries 
in  the  most  silccesful  manner,  requires  a  larger  force  than  the 
Commission  can  employ  for  this  purpose.  This  work  can  not 
be  further  enlarged  unless  the  Commission  is  given  more  means. 
The  call  for  these  small  collections  of  books  is  constant. 

Village  subscriptions. 

Since  the  last  report  the  Conmiission  has  tried  the  experi- 
ment of  selling  traveling  libraries  to  small  communities  of  well- 
to-do  people.     In  such  cases  the  people  send  $50  to.the  Commis- 
sion to  purchase  a  librarj-.     Such  a  library,  containing  fifty- 
five  volumes,  is  bought,  arranged,  and  sent,  with  printed  cata- 
logs, to  the  purchasers,  who  return  it  after  six  months,  the  Com- 
mission then  sends  another  and  makes  such  exchanges  every 
six  months  for  five  years,  A\athout  further  expense  to  the  pur- 
chasers.    This    plan  of  getting   libraries  appeals    strongly  to 
many  of  the  ])est  people  in  communities  which  are  too  small  to 
sustain  good  public  libraries,  and  if  the  Commission  had  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  pledge  itself  to  carry  on  this  work  energetically 
hundreds  of  such  traveling  libraries  could  be  sold.     Such  sal 
have  been  made  to  citizens  of  Jaeksonport.,  Door  County,  Sum 
ner,  Jefferson   ("ountv,    Silver   Springs,   Dane  County,  Pepin 
Pepin  County,    and  Galesville,    Trempealeau  County,    and  th 
communities  receiving  them  give  emphatic  testimony  to  thei 
value. 

increase  of  libraries. 

In  August  1900,  there  were  238  traveling  libraries  in  Wis-- 
consin,  of  which  54  Avoro  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Com^^^=^*^" 
mission.  ^Tuly  1902,  there  were  305  such  libraries  of  whicl^"^^ 
134  Avere  owned  and  managed  by  the  Conunission,  which  af^^  ^^" 
sisted  in  the  vrurk  of  earin«:  for  nearlv  all  of  the  others. 

Circulation. 

Tlie  total  recorded  circulation  of  the  traveling  libraries  owne^^^" 
bv  the  Coinniission  to  Julv  1,  1902,  is  52,808.     In  some  cast— ■^^^ 

.-■  •7.7 

the  records  of  circulation  are  not  returned  with  the  librari< 
and   the  figures  given  do  not  show   the  full  circulation^ 
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should  he  borne  in  mind  in  considering  the  circulation  of  books 
from  such  collections  that  a  volume  drawn  from  a  traveling  li- 
brary in  a  county  community  is  usually  read  by  from  two  to 
five  persons  before  its  return. 

Libraries  with  groups  on  one  subject. 

These  traveling  libraries,  and,  in  fact,  all  of  those  lately 
formed  by  the  Commission,  contain  groups  of  books  upon  some 
subject  For  instance.  Series  G  is  composeil  of  six  libraries, 
all  containing  the  same  books.  Each  library  contains  fifty- 
seven  volumes,  seventeen  of  which  relate  to  the  American  Eevo- 
lution.  All  the  volumes  are  interesting  and  wholesome,  and 
most  of  the  borrowers  will  read  them  in  the  usual  way,  taking 
one  after  another  with  no  purpose  of  study.  A  student  or  a 
small  society  of  students  may,  however,  use  the  group  of  seven- 
teen books  to  make  a  careful  study  of  the  Revolution.  To  aid 
in  such  study  the  printed  catalogs,  which  accompany  the  libra- 
ries, include  an  introduction  to  the  study  of  this  period,  a  syl- 
labus, a  list  of  other  excellent  books  on  the  subject  and  refer- 
ences to  helpful  articles  in  popular  magazines. 

Gifts  for  traveling  libraries. 

Contributions  for  the  purchase  of  such  libraries  have  been 
received,  as  follows:  ilrs.  W.  F.  Allen,  Madison,  $100; 
J.  if.  and  T.  J.  Perele^,  ^Milwaukee,  $50;  E.  P.  Arpin,  Grand 
Rapids,  $300 ;  City  Federations  of  Woman's  Clubs,  White- 
water, $50;  Joseph  Dessert,  Mosinee,  $100;  Isaac  P.  Witter, 
Grand  Rapids,  $50;  W.  J.  Starr,  Eau  Claire,  $50;  Bennet  E. 
Sampson,  Bro^\^lsviIh^  $50 ;  Bannennan  Granite  Company, 
Chicago,  $50. 

Study  libraries. 

The  Commission  has  four  study  libraries  in  circulation^  two 
containing  books  on  Ignited  States  history  and  two  on  Amer- 
ican literature.  The  first  series  contains  32  books  and  is  ae- 
oompanied  by  a  printed  outline,  with  i-eferences  for  cx>llateral 
reading  both  to  books  and  magazines.     The  second  contains  63 
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books,  and  125  magazinCvS,  covenxl  ^\'ith  neat  manilla  covers, 
containing  references.  These  libraries  are  accompanied  by 
typewritten  outlines  with  references  to  the  books  and  magazines 
included  in  it,  and  with  programs  for  club  use.  This  library 
has  been  especially  successful  Ix^cause  of  the  large  amount  of 
material  in  brief,  digested  form,  to  \ye  found  in  the  excellent 
magazine  articles.  These  libraries  could  be  placed  niany  times 
80  great  has  l>een  the  demand  for  study  libraries,  bur.  the  Com- 
mission has  no  money  for  the  Ixjoks,  and  has  so  far  received 
but  one  gift,  that  of  $35  for  one  of  the  libraries  on  American 
literature  from  the  Silver  Springs  Libraiy  Association.,  near 
Madison.  The  Commission  hopes  to  increase  the  number  of 
study  libraries  that  help  may  l>o  given  to  the  small  clubs  in 
country  communities,  not  having  assistance  from  the  Feder- 
ation. 

Library  on  municipal  government. 

Interest  in  civic  improvement  and  municipal  affairs  has  in- 
creased to  such  afi  extent  in  Wisconsin  toA\Tis  and  cities  that  the 
Conmiission  felt  justified  in  making  an  exi>eriment  with  trav- 
eling reference  libraries  containing  the  best  books,  magazine 
articles  and  pamphlets,  upon  all  departments  of  municipal  gov- 
ernment and  related  interests.  There  are  two  libraries  in  this 
series.  Thev  are  intended  for  the  use  of  members  of  councils 
and  others  interested  in  the  improvement  of  to^vns.  The  libra- 
ries are  placed  in  the  city  librar\%  the  city  hall,  or  wherever 
the  books  mav  be  most  convenientlv  and  fullv  used. 

New  book  Ifbraries. 

The  Mihraukee  Jouinml  and  Miliixiiikee  Sentinel  have  con- 
tributed a  large  number  of  new  books,  which  publishers  send 
them  for  review.  These  Ixwiks  are  ])erfectly  new  and  fresh,  and 
are  niiade  up  into  ^'new  book  libraries''  for  circulation  to  small 
public  libraries  whose  funds  are  so  small  tbat  very  few,  if  any, 
of  the  new  books  can  he  purchased.  The«e  libraries  have  been 
greatly  appreciated.  Five  libraries  have  been  given  by  the 
Milwaukee  Joiunml  and  three  bv  the  Sentinel. 
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German  traveling  libraries. 

The  (, Commission  has  tried  an  experiment  which  has  proved 
remarkably  siieeessfnl.  It  found  that  nearly  all  the  small  pub- 
lie  libraries  needed  German  books.  Few  librarians  could 
select  and  purcha^si^  such  books  intelligently.  If  they  did,  the 
readers,  nearly  all  elderly,  careful  people,  read  the  books  all 
they  wished  in  a  few  months  and,  as  they  kept  them  clean,  the 
librarv  soon  accuLnulated  a  stock  of  clean  German  books  that 
were  nor.  called  for.  To  supply  the  needs  r)f  the  smaller  of 
such  libraries  the  Commission  secured  gifts  to  purchase  fifteen 
German  libraries,  each  containing  thirty-five  volumes  and  coet- 
ing  $.*]5.  These  were  i)ut  up  in  three  series  with  five  libraries 
alike  in  each  series.  For  each  series  annotated  c^italogs  were 
printed,  in  German.  The  work  of  seating  and  purchasing 
the  lKX)ks  and  preparing  the  catalogs  was  undertaken  by  Miss 
Emma  Gattiker,  who  gave  it  a  great  deal  of  intelligent  labor 
and  who  had  the  assistance  of  many  friends  who  were  well  qual- 
ifieii  to  aid.  These  libraries  were  so  popular  that  calls  for 
them  were  made  by  some  of  the  larger  libraries  and  the  Com- 
mission decided  to  supplv  a  succession  of  such  libraries,  to  each 
publiic  library  that  would  contribute  $35. 

Gifts  for  German  libraries. 

The  first  contribution  for  this  experiment  came  from  Judge 
J.  M.  Pereles,  of  ililwaukee,  who  suggested  it.  Other  gifts 
for  their  purchase  were  received  from  the  ^lilAvaukei?  National 
Bank,  Geo.  H.  Ileinemann,  Fred  Vogel,  Jr.,  Xath.  Pereles  & 
Sons,  Fred  Pabst,  Jr.,  J.  G.  Wagner,  Chas.  F.  Pfister,  F.  A.  W. 
Xiei-khefer,  W.  J.  Starr,  W.  i\  Ix^itsch,  W.  11.  Hatton,  D.  L. 
Plumer,  Herman  Erb.  Each  contributor  gave  the  amount  nec- 
essary for  the  purchase  of  one  librarv-  ($35),  except  in  the  cases 
r»f  Col.  Pfister  and  Mr.  Erb  who  gave  respectively  five  ($175) 
and  three  ($105). 

.Library  subscriptions. 

The  following  named  public  libraries  purchased  GeiTiian  trav- 
ohng  libraries;   Antigo,  Portage    (2),  Kaukauna,   Eau  Claire, 
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Madison,  ^orth  Milwaukee,  Stevens  Point,  Chippewa  Falls, 
Whitewater,  Appleton,  Plymouth,  Xeenah,  Menasha,  Merrill, 
M"eillsville,  Grand  Kapids,  Kilboum,  Columibus,  Marinette, 
Baraboo,  West  Bend. 

Scandinavian  libraries. 

The  German  libraries  have  proved  so  successful  that  it  is 
hoped  Scandinavian  books  may  be  circulated  in  communities 
where  there  is  a  large  proportion  of  Scandinavians,  just  as  the 
German  books  have  gone  to  German  people.  So  far  no  system 
has  been  organized,  but  t\\^  public  libraries,  Stoughton  and 
Stanley,  have  each  bought  fifty  dollars  worth  of  books  with  the 
idea  of  exchanging  after  a  year's  use.  Several  other  libraries 
have  made  inquirv'  concerning  Scandinavian  traveling  libraries, 
and  have  expressed  a  desire  to  enter  into  the  arrangement  made 
by  the  two  libraries  mentioned. 

Winnebago  county  traveling  libraries. 

One  of  the  most  notable  advances  in  the  traveling  library 
field  was  made  bv  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of  Libraries 
of  Winnebago  County  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  that 
county,  in  March  1901.  The  Board  of  Libraries  consists  of 
five  members:  P.  V.  Lawson,  president;  J.  D.  Hough,  vice- 
president  ;  Lillian  G.  Kimball,  secretary ;  R.  E.  Boot ;  H.  H.  G. 
Bradt.  The  Board  of  Libraries  received  for  the  county,  as  a 
gift  from  the  heii-s  of  the  late  E.  D.  Smith,  of  Menasha,  fifteen 
libraries  of  fifty  lx>oks  each.  With  these  libraries  as  a  begin- 
ning, the  Board  has  inaugurated  a  system  of  county  libraries 
whoso  first  year's  j^n-iee  gives  convincing  proof  that  the  libra- 
ries were  botli  needed  and  desired  tliroughout  the  county.  Five 
hundred  dollars  was  receiv(Hl  from  the  county  for  purchase  of 
additional  lx)oks  and  the  preparation  and  circuation  of  the  li- 
braries. The  Oshkosh  Public  Library  Board  gave  consent  to 
tho  election  of  their  librarian.  Miss  Emily  Turaer,  as  Supervis- 
ing Librarian  of  tho  traveling  libraries,  and  also  gave  the  use 
of  room  in  their  library  for  their  administration.  Mr.  E.  P. 
Sawyer,  of  Oshkosh,  gave  seventy  dollars  for  two  additional 
libraries. 
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The  county  now  o^\tis  twenty-four  libraries,  each  consisting 
of  al)Out  fifty-five  books,  five  of  each  being  in  the  German  lanr 
guage.  Twenty-thrco  libraries  are  kept  in  the  field,  the  twenty- 
fourth  being  retained  for  exchange.  March  14,  1902,  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  appropriated  two  hundred  dollars  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  county  traveling  libraries  for  the  second 
year. 

Outagamie  county  library  board. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Outagamie  County  at  its  annual 
meeting  in  1901,  appointed  a  County  Library  Board  but  gave 
no  appropriation  of  money.  They  organiized  but  no  work  could 
be  accomplished  without  means. 

Stout  free  traveling  libraries. 

Seventy-two  books  of  recent  fiction,  travel,  etc.,  were  added 
to  Stout  Libraries  circulating  in  Dunn  county  during  the  sum^- 
mer  of  3901,  two  being  included  in  each  library  of  the  system. 
During  1902  three  new  associations  were  formed,  and  one  li- 
brary was  placed  in  the  Dunn  County  Training  School  for 
Teachers. 

J.  D.  Witter  traveling  library  association. 

New  books  have  been  added  from  time  to  time  until  each  li- 
brarv  now  contains  from  45  to  50  l)ooks.  One  new  librarv  has 
been  added  to  the  system,  making  33  in  all.  Eight  new  stations 
have  been  established  in  the  past  two  years,  and  three  of  the 
old  ones  abandoned.  This  system  of  traveling  libraries  has  re- 
ceived, by  bequest  of  the  late  J.  D.  Witter,  $5,000  as  an  endow- 
ment fund,  by  which  its  pennauency  is  assured. 

Traveling  libraries  for  women's  clubs. 

The  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  sends  out  study  traveling 
libraries  with  outlines  and  programmes  to  the  clubs,  which  pur- 
sue systematic  study  of  subjects  for  which  provision  has  been 
made.  The  Women's  Clulxs  of  Ashland,  Eau  Claire  and  Wau- 
sau  have  sent  traveling  libraries  to  rural  communities  in  the 
neighborhood  of  their  respective  to^\'ns. 
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Comparative  popularity  of  books  sent  to  farmers'  families. 

The  Wisconsin  Free  Library'  Commission  is  constantly  receiv- 
ing inquiries  from  all  part«  of  the  country  as  to  the  classes  of 
books  that  are  most  popular  in  the  traveling  libraries  for  far- 
mers' families.  It  is  evident  that  the  circulation  of  books  of 
one  traveling  library,  on  one  or  two  trips  does  not  furnish  a 
sufficient  basis  to  answer  such  questions.  The  tastes  of  the  li- 
brarian at  a  traveling  library  station,  the  general  intelligence  of 
the  readers,  tlieir  oeeupations,  or  the  fact  that  the  same  books 
may  be  found  in  the  school,  church  or  family  libraries,  may  af- 
fect the  circulation.  As  an  illustration  the  history  of  a  Stout 
librarv  in  Dunn  count v  mav  be  cite<l.  It  was  sent  at  different 
times  to  two  farming  conmiunities  where,  in  each  case,  it  was 
patronized  by  about  tvrenty  families.  In  both  cases  the  patrons 
were  industrious  farmers  and  their  families,  who  spoke  and 
read  mainly,  or  only,  English.  Both  communities  had  fairly 
goo<l  schools  and  thoroughly  appreciated  the  libraries.  In  one 
community,  which  we  \nll  call  Station  A,  the  farmers'  wives 
had  for  a  number  of  years  maintained  a  study  and  reading  club 
which  met  monthlv.  At  Station  B  there  had  been  no  such  local 
stimulus  to  serious  reading.  The  circulation  at  Station  A  in 
six  months  was  260,  at  Station  B  it  was  210.  At  Station  A 
Hopkins'  Experimrnial  science  was  draAni  seven  times,  and 
Oman's  History  of  (ireece  six  times.  Xeither  of  these  was 
drawn  at  Station  B.  Flamingo  feather,  which  is  one  of  the  two 
volumes  by  Kirk  Munroe  in  the  Stout  traveling  libraries,  was 
dra^\•n  «even  times  at  Station  A,  and  thirteen  times  at  Station 
B.  Higginson's  English  history  for  Americans  was  dra\vn  six 
times  at  Station  A,  and  once  at  Station  B.  Ma^nanfs  faith, 
by  (Vd.  Xing,  Was  dra^\^l  seven  times  at  Station  A,  and  thirteen 
times  at  Static »n  B.  A  copy  of  Merchant  of  Venice  w^as  drawn 
six  times  at  Station  A  and  once  at  Station  B.  In  the  use  of  all 
the  libraries  sent  to  the  two  stations,  so  similar  in  many  respects, 
the  same  difference  in  the  reading  is  sho\m.  This  difference 
not  only  shows  the  ne<:»d  of  studying  the  history  of  a  number  of 
traveling  libraries  to  determine  w^liat  books  are  most  popular 
auK  ng  the  farmers,  but  it  l)ears  witness  in  a  striking  way  to  the 
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benefit  of  well  conducted  studv  clubs  niiaintained  by  the  mothers 

t/  »■ 

in  a  rural  coimuunity,  and  suggests  the  thought  that  our  strong 
federations  of  women's  clul>s  might  well  endeavor  to  found  more 
rural  clubs. 

In  order  to  get  a  better  basis  for  a  statement  of  the  compara- 
tive popularity  of  Ixjoks  among  the  farmers,  the  waiter  has  ex- 
amined the  records  of  circulation  in  three  systenus  of  traveling 
libraries  for  fanners  which  have  \)oen  maintainefl  for  four  years 
or  more  in  Wisconsin. 

.  One  system  of  thirty-seven  libraries  has  been  supported  by 
Hon.  J.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  county,  since  May, 
1896.  Another  of  thirty-two  libraries  has  been  maintained  by 
Mr.  J.  D.  Witter,  of  Grand  Eapids,  in  Wood  county,  since  Au- 
gust, 1806.  The  third  Ls  a  system  of  twelve  libraries  which 
were  purchased  in  1898  with  a  gift  of  $500  from  Mr.  Joseph 
Dessert,  of  Mosinee,  by  the  Wisconsin  Commission,  and  which 
has  heen  entirely  in  its  charge.  The  latter  have  lxx?n  sent  to 
farming  communities  in  all  parts  of  Wisconsin.  In  all  these 
systems  the  libraries  are  sent  to  stations  to  remain  six  months, 
and  the  Commission  aided  in  establishing  all  of  them. 

A  numter  of  popular  lxK>ks  for  children,  like  Robinson  Cru- 
see,  Hans  Brinker  and  Litllc  tronunt  were  not  included  in  some 
of  these  libraries  iKK'ause  they  are  found  in  nearly  all  country 
sch<x>l  libraries. 

A  compilation,  of  the  statisti(*s  of  circulation  of  th^^  different 
systems  showed  sixty  books  which  had  Ik^cu  inchuled  in  cnich  of 
the  three  systems. 

The  following  table  shtAvs  the  trips  each  of  thes(»  lHX)ks  made 
in  each  svstem,  the  numl)er  of  lK)rrowers  in  each  syste^n,  and 
the  average  mnnl)er  of  tiiUies  it  was  drawii.  It  also  shows  the 
total  number  of  trips,  tlu»  total  numlier  of  lH>rrowoi*s  an<l  the 
average  number  of  times  it  was  drawn  on  all  the  trips.  A  com- 
paris(Kn  of  the  figures  will  give  a  very  go<id  idea  of  the  classes 
of  l)ooks  that  are  most  |>opular  in  fanning  communities  in  north- 
em  Wisconsin. 
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In  estimating  the  usefulness  and  eomparative  popularity  of 
these  books  four  fact^  should  he  renienil)ered : 

1.  That  the  people  who  manage  the  traveling  librariiGS  try  to 
place  tlieiu,  as  a  rule,  in  the  communities  which  have  the  least 
educational  advantages. 

2.  That  the  more  jK^pular  Ixxiks  are  generally  read  by  two  or 
more  members  of  a  familv  each  time  thev  are  drawn. 

3.  That  each  library  contains  (juite  a  proportion  of  books  for 
students,  and  that  while  these  are  read  by  fewer  people,  such 
people  are  generally  the  intellectual  leaders,  and  the  books  which 
they  read  often  have  much  influence*  in  shaping  the  thought  of 
the  neighlK>rhn<;<ls  where  they  live. 

4.  The  tirst  of  these  libraries  wen^  i)urchased  early  in  the 
year  181)6,  s<>  that  no  l)ooks  of  nvent  publication  are  included 
in  the  tables. 

The  rc^cords  of  the  Joseph  Dessert  libraries  show  tliat  in  three 
years  the  lxx)ks  of  the  twelve  libraries  were  drawn  8,465  times, 
an  averaijc  circulation  for  each  librarv  of  705.  It  is  a  conserva- 
tivo  estimate  to  say  that  each  Ixx^k  was  read,  on  an  average, 
twice  each  time  it  was,  drawn,  so  that  the  600  volumes  (each 
librarv  contains  50  volumes),  were  probably  read  16,930  times 
in  the  three  vears. 

The  Commission  keeps  an  accurate  record  of  the  physical  con- 
dition <»f  these  libraries,  which  sl^m*^  their  condition  l)efore 
and  after  each  trip.  Each  librarv,  when  new,  was  marked  100. 
After  tlircHi*  veai*s  the  avera<rc  was  80 :  the  l)est  used  librarv  be- 
ing  marked  92,  and  the  one  Avliich  had  received  the  hardest 
usage,  72.  The  lil>raries  will  ])n>l)ably  endure  from  seven  to 
eight  years'  servi(*e,  and  many  of  the  l)ooks  can  then  be  given  to 
small  libraries  for  fuither  service.  The  Commission  takes  groAt 
pains  tr>  roacli  jXM^ple  to  use  the  lK)oks  of  the  traveling  libraries 
carefully,  nor  so  much  for  the  sake  of  saving  the  books  as  be- 
cause the  training  helps  to  make  people  thoughtful  in  oiuring 
for  all  public  j)ro]x*i*ty  and  ])ublic  rights. 

When  one  considers  that  these  libraries  cost  but  $50  each  and 
that  they  go  to  isolated  communities  where  the  books  are  not 
only  read,  but  talked  over,  again  and  again,  and  often  change 
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the  whole  current  of  the  neighborhood  thought  and  talk,  it  is 
apparent  that  few  means  of  education  can  do  so  much  for  better 
citizenship  in  proportion  to  their  cost. 

MAGAZINE    CLEARING    HOUSE. 

The  magazine  clearing  house  has  grown  rapidly  in  the  past 
twenty  months,  both  in  service  to  libraries  of  the  state,  and  in 
distribution  of  current  periodicals  to  farming  communities,  lum- 
ber camps  and  school  districts. 

Complete  files  for  libraries. 

The  Commission  has  received  from  libraries  and  individuals 
236  boxes  and  118  packages  of  periodicals.  To  libraries  1,156 
volumes  and  4,022  numbers  of  magazines  have  been  sent  for 
binding.  Of  these  200  volumes  and  650  numbers  have  been 
given  to  school  and  miscellaneous  libraries.  Since  the  publica- 
tion of  the  abridged  edition  of  Poole's  Index,  which  the  small 
libraries  can  afford  to  buy,  greater  effort  has  been  made  to  com- 
plete files  of  the  most  useful  magazines  and  to  bind  them  sub- 
stantially. Manv  of  the  libraries  have  collected  sets  that  are 
complete  except  for  the  earlier  volumes.  The  clearing  house 
Sfjlicits  gifts  of  these  early  volumes  and  numbers  that  the  small 
libraries  may  \ye  helped  in  this  praiseworthy  effort. 

Magazines  for  farmers. 

Beside  the  magazines  sent  to  libraries,  noted  above,  172  boxes 
of  miscellaneous  recent  periodicals  have  been  given  to  farming 
districts,  isolated  schools  and  lumlver  camps,  and  to  libraries  for 
distribution  to  such  communities.  There  is  a  greater  demand 
for  children's  periodicals  than  can  he  supplied.  The  Commis- 
sion is,  consequently,  especially  anxious  to  receive  the  Youth's 
Coirxpanion,  St.  Nicholas,  Tlarpers  Young  People,  Round  Ta- 
ble, Wide  Awake  and  all  good  magazines  and  papers  for  chil- 
dren. 

The  clearing  house  has  received  a  considerable  numter  of  Ger- 
ti>an  magazines  and  papers,  which  have  been  sent  with  the  Ger- 
tiian  traveling  libraries,  and  also  to  communities  where  libraries 
o^n  not  be  sent. 
2 
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Bound  St.  Nicholas. 

Volumes  of  the  St,  Nicholas  have  been  bound  for  use  in  the 
traveling  libraries.  They  are  so  popular  with  young  people, 
and  so  valuable  for  school  work  that  as  manv  volumes  as  can 
be  completed  have  been  bound  in  attractive,  durable  form'  and 
sold  to  the  libraries  for  the  actual  cost  of  the  volumes.  In  the 
past  two  years,  463  volumes  have  been  bound.  No  help  given 
to  libraries  from  the  clearing  house  has  been  more  greatly  appre- 
ciated than  this. 

PICTURE    EXHIBITS. 

Collections  of  pictures  have  been  loaned  to  the  Commission  by 
the  Century  and  Scribner  publishing  companies  to  be  used  as 
exhibits  in  the  libraries  of  the  state.  The  Century  Company 
sent  two  exhibits,  one  a  collection  of  original  drawings  of  pic- 
tures which  subsequently  appeared  in  the  Century  Magazine  and 
the  St,  Nicholas,  and  the  second  consisting  of  the  original  draw- 
ings made  by  children  living  all  over  the  United  States  AVho 
belong  to  the  St.  Nicholas  league.  These  drawings  were  ar- 
ranged according  to  the  age  of  the  young  artists,  and  proved 
especially  popular  and  inspiring  in  the  many  towns  where  the 
pictures  wore  shown.  Charles  Scribner's  Sons  sent  an  admira- 
ble collection  of  128  original  draA\nngs,  many  of  them-  simply 
and  suitably  framed,  Avhich  were  exhibited  in  most  of  the  larger 
libraries  in  the  state.  Reports  from  the  librarians  show  that  the 
exhibits  have  all  been  much  appreciated. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  DOCUMENTS. 

Under  chapter  168,  laws  of  1901,  the  Commission  was  di- 
rected (1)  to  make  a  check  list  of  the  public  documents  of  Wis- 
consin ;  (2)  to  prepare  catalog  cards  for  such  documents,  as  pub- 
lished, and  distribute  them  to  public  libraries;  (3)  to  maintain 
a  reference  room  in  the  capitol  for  the  use  of  state  departments, 
legislators  and  public  men;  (4)  to  loan  from  its  working  li- 
brary books  of  permanent  value  to  students  throughout  the 
state. 

Charles  McCarthy,  Ph.  D.,  was  appointed  to  conduct  thia 
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tlepartmBut  and  began  work  October  1,  1901.  The  preparation 
of  the  check  list  and  the  collecting  of  a  complete  set  of  our  state 
docunuents  began  at  the  same  time.  With  the  aid  of  the  great 
collection  of  the  State  Historical  Society  an  analytical  list  of 
our  state  publications,  since  the  founding  of  the  state,  has  been 
prepared  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Miss  Adelaide  R.  Ilasse, 
of  the  Document  Division  of  the  Xew  York  Public  Library,  for 
revision. 

The  Commission  has  succeeded  in  gathering  a  nearly  com- 
plete set  of  our  state  publications  in  its  rooms  in  the  capitol. 
Our  state  records  can  now  be  quickly  consulted  by  our  state  offi- 
cials and  members  of  the  legislature.  The  next  work  under- 
taken was  the  preparation  of  an  index  of  all  the  agricultural 
publications  of  the  state.  The  task  of  indexing  every  article  in 
over  275  volumes  and  pamphlets  is  now  nearing  completion. 
When  this  index  is  printed,  it  will  make  useful  thmsands  of 
volumes  giving  the  best  results  of  the  experience  of  our  farmers 
and  scientists,  which  are  now  thrown  away  or  left  idly  standing 
upon  dusty  shelves.  It  will  furnish  an  incentive  to  our  libra- 
rians to  keep  and  arrange  such  material  in  the  future  and  miake 
it  readilv  accessible  to  students. 

The  new  rooms  of  the  Commission  give  ample  space  for  a 
legislative  reference  room.  The  law  pi*ovides  that  the  Com- 
mission shall  "maintain  in  the  state  capitol,  for  the  use  and  inr 
formation  of  the  legislature,  the  several  state  depai-tments,  and 
such  citizens  as  may  desire  to  consult  the  same,  a  working  li- 
brary as  complete  as  may  Ix^,  of  the  several  public  documents 
of  this  and  other  states:  and  to  purchase  for  said  librar\'  stand- 
ard works  of  use  and  reference."  The  ap]>ropriation  is  so  small 
that  it  has  been  practically  impossible  to  purchase  books,  but 
by  carefully  gathering  material  the  Commission  has  acquired  a 
valuable  collection  of  documents.  Three  departments  in  the 
capitol  have  given  the  Commission  their  document  libraries  and 
all  departments  have  freely  given  their  duplicates.  This  ma- 
terial will  be  carefully  cataloged  and  kept  up  to  date,  and  will 
serve  to  show  what  can  be  done  \n\\i  this  very  important  refer- 
ence material.     An  effort  has  also  been  made  to  get  bills  and  re- 
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ports  dealing  directly  with  matters  likely  to  be  discussed  in  the 
legislature.  Tl^is  collection  probably  includes  the  most  complete 
collection  of  matter  relating  to  primary  elections  which  can  be 
found  in  the  state. 

In  this  connection  it  was  thought  best  to  index  the  bills  of 
former  legislatures,  as  questions  are  constantly  asked  about  them. 
Thus  far  about  3,000  bills  of  the  last  two  sessions  have  been  in- 
dexed and  the  work  of  making  a  card  catalog  of  these  is  now 
in  progress.  The  Commission  desires  to  collect  the  bills  of  the 
last  five  sessions. 

The  Commission  has  also  gathered  thousands  of  duplicates  of 
our  OAvn  state  publications  as  well  as  publications  of  the  TJ.  S. 
Government.  These  will  he  distributed  through  the  clearing 
house  as  soon  as  the  check  list  and  index  are  completed.  The 
Commission  hopes  to  be  able  to  make  lists  of  these  for  different 
kinds  of  libraries  and  to  aid  in  cataloging  them.  These  volumes 
contain  the  records  of  our  government,  as  well  as  the  results  of 
expert  research  and  investigation  into  nearly  every  field  of  in- 
dustrial life,  and  it  is  most  unfortunate  that  such  valuable  ma- 
terial has  largely  been  wasted  in  the  past. 

This  department  needs  a  larger  appropriation  if  it  is  to  be 
widely  useful  to  the  people  of  the  state. 

CO-OPERATION    OF    LIBRARY    COMMISSIONS. 

The  social  and  educational  conditions  of  Wisconsin,  Minne- 
sota and  Iowa  are  more  or  less  the  same.  In  consequence,  the 
work  of  the  commissions  of  the  three  states  has  developed,  in 
the  main,  along  identical  lines.  Each  commission  was  so  over- 
burdened with  work  already  l)ogun  that  extension  work  plan- 
ned was  impossible.  It  was  l)elieved  that  a  division  of  labor 
would  effect  an  economy  of  time  and  effort.  Printed  matter, 
of  common  interest  and  value,  issued  by  any  one  commission, 
could  be  utilized  by  the  others,  and  thus  save  a  great  amount  of 
duplication.  In  October,  1901,  officers  of  the  three  commissions 
met  in  Madison  to  discuss  and  plan  for  co-operative  Avork.  As 
a  result  of  the  conference,  Wisconsin  was  to  contribute  the  Sug- 
gestive list  of  hoohs  for  a  smM  library  and  the  Buying  list  of  re- 
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cent  books;  Minnesota,  a  Haiidbook  of  library  organization; 
Iowa,  a  quarterly  bulletin.  The  commissions  also  planned  to 
co-operate  in  printing  catalog  cards  for  the  titles  given  in  the 
Suggestive  list  and  Buying  list,  but  the  plan  was  abandoned  be- 
cause of  the  work  begun  by  the  American  Library  Association 
Publishing  Board,  and  subsequently  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 

The  Suggestive  list  issued  under  the  co-operative  system  is  a 
revision  of  tlie  Suggestive  list  published  by  the  Wiscimsin  Com- 
mission in  four  previous  editions.  Much  time  has  been  given 
this  list,  every  book  entered  in  it  having  been  carefully  exam- 
ined. The  Buying  list  of  recent  books  which  is  supplementary 
to  the  Suggestive  list,  and  appears  frequently,  has  received  tbe 
same  careful  attention.  The  new  books  are  sent  promptly  by 
the  publishers  for  examination,  and  are  examined  as  promptly 
as  possible.  Invaluable  assistance  is  given  in  this  matter  by 
professors  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  who  review  the  lit- 
erature pertaining  to  their  respective  departments  of  work. 
The  judgment  of  the  specialist  is,  of  course,  requisite  for  a  large 
numl>er  of  books.  The  Commission  has  issued  four  brief  bibli- 
ographies prepared  and  annotat-ed  by  specialists,  and  will  pub- 
lish several  more  in  the  near  future.  These  lists  ^vill  aid  li- 
braries in  building  up  the  various  classes?.  Two  special  lists 
of  b<x)ks  for  boys  and  for  girls  have  been  issued. 

The  Handbook  of  library  organization,  the  second  product 
of  co-operation,  is  l>asod  on  the  Wisconsin  Handbook ,  but  much 
amplified  as  to  form  and  matter.  All  the  Commissions  con- 
tributed to  its  composition,  but  the  Minnesota  Commission 
edit^  and  bore  the  first  expense  of  this  publication,  which  easily 
ranks  as  the  most  useful  of  its  kind.  The  Wisconsin  edition 
contains  the  laws  under  which  libraries  are  founded  and  con- 
ducted in  this  state. 

The  Iowa  Commission  Bidlctin,  also  a  result  of  the  co-opera- 
tion, has  contained  notes  on  library  news  and  progress  in  Wis- 
consin, contributed  by  the  Commission.     Material  for  the  de- 
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partment  of  Library  Notes  has  been  contributed  regularly  to  the 
Municipality  since  1900.  Besides  these  regular  publications, 
the  Commission  has  published  two  addresses  made  by  the  Sec- 
rietary :  How  may  the  Federaiioji  and  the  Commission  co-oper- 
ate to  aid  our  library  interests?,  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Wis- 
consin State  Federation  of  AVomen's  Clubs,  at  Madison,  Octo- 
ber 16,  1901 ;  and  The  free  city  library  as  a  department  of  city 
government,  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  League  of  Wisconsin 
Municipalities  at  Grand  Rapids,  June  5,  1902.  A  study  of  the 
Comparative  popularity  of  boohs  in  Wisconsin  traveling  librc^ 
ries  sent  to  farmers'  families,  based  upon  the  records  of  li- 
braries in  circulation  five  and  six  years,  was  published  in  pam- 
phlet form.  Many  circulars,  blanks  and  forms,  of  practical 
use  to  librarians,  have  also  been  sent  out. 

LIBRARY  TRAINING    IN    WISCONSIN. 

Nothing  is  more  indicative  of  the  great  progress  made  in  li- 
brary matters  in  Wisconsin  than  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
trained  librarians  employed.  It  has  become  customary  for 
trustees  of  new  libraries  in  small  towns  to  require  their  li- 
brarians to  attend  Summer  Librarv'  School,  and,  in  many  cases, 
to  ser\'e  an  apprenticeship  in  some  well  conducted  library.  Sev- 
eral libraries  have  been  organized  by  trained  librarians  who 
have  given  insti-uetion  to  the  local  librarian  to  be  left  in  charge. 
In  the  l)est  ]il)raries,  trained,  experienced  librarians  are  em- 
ployed, their  assistants  and  apprentices  receiving  regular  train- 
ing and  having  practice  work  carefully  supervised.  The  in- 
troduction of  trained  librarians  has  given  rise  to  the  apprentice 
system,  now  generally  found  in  the  Ix^t  libraries.  The  appren- 
tices are  ])ropared  for  sununer  school  and  for  subordinate  posi- 
tions in  the  libraries  in  which  they  receive  their  training.  It 
has  come  to  l)o  a  recognized  fact  that  trained  service  is  essential 
to  the  proper  conduct  of  a  lil>rary,  and  that  the  librarian  must 
be  a  woman  who  combines  with  professional  training  a  broad 
culture  and  exo(dlent  education. 

Each  vear  Commission  officers  in  the  field  find  it  less  neces- 
sary  to  bring  arguments  against  the  employment  of  untrained 
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and  uneducated  local  applicants.  In  a  few  conspicuous  cases 
fine  collections  of  l)ooks  are  almost  without  value  to  the  locality 
because  of  inferior  service  and  ))oor  administration. 

Since  the  Summer  Librarv  School  was  started  in  1895,  209 
students  have  been  received  in  the  regular  course.  Of  these, 
93  registered  from  Wisconsin  and  TO  are  now  employed  in  li- 
brars'  work  in  this  state,  28  being  in  charge  of  public  libraries. 
Of  the  18  students  who  completed  the  work  of  the  supplement- 
ary" course  in  1902,  13  were  from  Wisconsin.  Xineteen  Wis- 
consin librarians  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  the  Doc- 
ument Course  this  vear. 

There  are  ten  trained  librarians  in  public  libraries  in  the 
state;  three  from  the  New  York  State  Library'  School;  four 
from  the  Illinois  State  Library  School ;  two  from  Pratt  Insti- 
tute; one  from  Scoville  Institute.  Four  of  the  normal  schools 
employ  trained  librarians,  and  two  have  Summer  Library  School 
students  in  charge. 

From  the  above  statement  it  will  l>e  seen  that  the  outlook  for 
libraries  is  very  good,  and  that  the  Commission  may  do  much 
more  effective  work  along  many  lines,  because  it  is  possible  to 
appeal  to  such  a  class  of  librarians. 

SUMMER   SCHOOL    FOR    LIBRARY   TRAINING. 

1901-1902. 

Seventh  session. 

The  seventh  annual  session  of  the  Lil)rarv  School,  held  in 
1901,  attracted  37  students,  24  of  whom  were  from  Wisconsin. 
The  course  was  of  eight  weeks'  duration,  given  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Libran^  Instructor  of  the  Commission.  The  ses- 
sion  was  held  in  the  Historical  Librarv-  building,  where  excel- 
lent quarters  were  provided.  The  model  library  collected  by 
the  Commission  for  Summer  Library  School  purposes  was  used 
for  the  first  time.  This  librar\'  contains  lx)oks  which  are,  or 
should  be,  found  in  small  public  libraries,  and,  Ix^ides  the  op- 
portunity of  becoming  familiar  with  desirable  books,  offers  a 
rery  considerable  advantage  from  the  fact  that  books  commonly 
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found  diflScult  to  handle  are  cataloged  and  classified  at  the 
school.  The  Commission  has  bought  books  for  the  library  which 
best  illustrate  catalog  points,  thus  making  a  very  decided  im- 
provenjient  in  the  technical  work.  New  books,  currently  re- 
ceived from  publishers,  are  added  to  this  model  library  and  used 
in  the  Summer  Library  School,  giving  students  each  year  a 
chance  to  see  the  best  of  the  recent  publications. 

Eighth  session. 

The  eighth  session  was  held  in  Madison  from  July  2  to  Au- 
gust 29,  1902,  after  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  but  in- 
cluded in  it  because  it  represents  in  preparation  and  import- 
ance, so  large  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  year.  A  decided  ad- 
vance was  made,  one  which  marks  a  new  era  in  summer  school 
training  and  which  prepares  the  way  for  a  very  exceptional 
class  of  librarians  who  will  have  had  full  training  alternating 
with  experience  in  libraries.  This  first  experiment  in  oifering 
ft  supplementary  course  was  a  decided  success  and  will  probably 
be  a  feature  in  library  training  in  the  future.  It  is  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Wisconsin  Commission  to  offer  such  a  course  at  fre- 
quent intervals  and  to  encourage  in  every  possible  way  the  pro- 
gressive librarian  who  is  willing  to  train  herself  most  thor- 
oughly for  her  work.  Three  courses  were  offered:  the  r^i- 
lar  course  of  eight  weeks ;  a  supplementary  course  of  four  weeks 
open  to  former  students  who  had  done  creditable  work  since 
leaving  the  school ;  and  a  three  weeks'  course  in  public  docu- 
ments open  to  trained  and  experienced  librarians.  The  In- 
structor of  the  Commission  was  director  of  the  school,  giving 
the  lectures  on  cataloging,  reference  work,  and  administration 
to  the  elementary  class,  and  all  of  the  regular  work  of  the  sup- 
plemoritarv  course.  Miss  Adelaide  Hasse,  Chief  of  the  Docu- 
mients  Department  of  the  ]N'ew  York  Public  Library,  was  en- 
gaged for  the  document  course,  the  extra  expense  of  both  courses 
being  provided  for  by  the  generous  bequest  of  J.  D.  Witter,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Wis. 

Talks  were  also  given  to  the  classes  by  F.  A.  Hutchins,  L.  E. 
Steams,  Charles  McCarthy,  and  Miss  Katharine  MacDonald, 
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of  the  Library  Commission,  each  of  whom  contributed  valuable 
information  along  their  special  lines  of  work;  by  Miss  M.  E. 
Ahern,  Mary  £.  Dousman  and  Miss  Henrietta  St.  B.  Brooks. 

Elementary  course. 

The  elementary  course  of  eight  weeks  followed  the  lines  of 
those  previously  given,  but  with  the  advantage  of  improved  tools 
and  facilities.  An  assistant,  Miss  Julia  E.  Elliott,  of  the  pub- 
lic library  at  Marinette,  was  engaged  for  instruction  in  library 
economy  for  this  course.  The  students  were  admitted  to  some 
of  the  supplementary  course  lectures  on  children's  work  and  on 
state  documents.  There  were  26  students  present,  the  number 
having  been  limited  that  more  attention  might  be  given  to  the 
supplementary  class.  Of  these,  21  were  from  Wisconsin,  as 
applicants  from  this  state  were  given  preference.  Over  50  well 
qualified  librarians  from  other  states  were  refused  because  of 
lack  of  room  and  instructors.  The  requirements  were  consid- 
erably raised,  and  only  experienced  people  or  those  under  defi- 
nite appointment  to  positions  were  received. 

Supplementary  course. 

A  survey  of  the  work  done  in  the  supplementary  course,  of- 
fered for  the  first  time  this  year,  will  be  of  interest  to  all  who 
are  concerned  with  library  training.  Eighteen  students  were 
in  attendance.  Preliminary  circulars  wore  sent  out  asking  what 
work  was  most  needed,  and  brought  definite  answers  which 
helped  materially  in  planning  the  course.  It  was  decided  to 
devote  the  1902  session  to  the  following  subjects:  1,  Catalog- 
ing ;  2,  Editions  and  practical  book  buying ;  3,  Subject  bibliog- 
raphy; 4,  Children's  work;  5,  Wisconsin  documents. 

1.  Cataloging :  A  part  of  every  day  was  given  to  instruction 
and  practice  work  in  dictionary  cataloging,  first  making  a  rapid 
review  of  the  elementary  work,  and  later  taking  up  advanced 
work  based,  in  part,  upon  the  lists  of  books  presenting  most  diffi- 
culties sent  in  by  the  students  in  resjx)nse  to  the  circular.  One 
of  the  best  features  of  this  work  was  the  consideration  given  to 
simplifying  forms  for  small  libraries.  This  was  done  in  a 
definite  and  practical  way  by  indicating  on  the  cards  the  elimi- 
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nations  best  to  make,  and  under  subject  headings  tracing  closer 
and  fuller  analysis  necessary  for  the  small  library  because  of 
the  limited  amount  of  material  on  each  subject  to  be  found  in 
it.  Classification  was  also  taken  up  in  connection  with  the 
study  of  subject  headings,  always  including  books  indicated  by 
the  students  as  especially  difficult. 

2.  Editions:  One  week  was  given  to  the  study  of  editions, 
a  knowledge  of  which  is  certainly  most  necessary  in  practical 
book  buying,  but  a  knowledge  in  which  even  many  trained  li- 
brarians seem  singularly  lacking.  Consideration  was  given  to 
the  editions  most  suitable  for  the  small  library  starting  with 
limited  funds  and  the  l)est  permanent  editions  for  libraries  not 
so  limited.  This  study  included  a  review  of  the  cheap  series 
of  non-copyright  books,,  comparing  the  paper,  print,  binding 
and  general  make-up  of  the  book,  as  well  as  the  cost  price,  dis- 
counts and  reliability  of  the  series.  Attention  was  given  to  the 
best  library  editions  of  standard  authors  and  classics,  with  due 
regard  to  the  best  translations  of  foreign  literature ;  also  to  the 
cheap  series  of  children's  books,  and  to  the  finely  illustrated  edi- 
tions. The  actual  examination  of  the  boolcs  considered  added 
much  to  the  advantage  as  well  as  the. interest  and  pleasure  of 
this  subject. 

3.  Subject  hibliogj'aphy:  Practical  talks  were  given  by  pro- 
fessors of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  on  the  basis  of  selection 
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of  books  on  their  respective  subjects,  the  standing  of  the  au- 
thors most  commonly  quoted,  giving  short  lists  with,  comments, 
indicating  books  to  l)o  avoided  as  well  as  those  best  suited,  for 
purchase.  Tho  subjects  covered  were  sociology,  insurance, 
transportation,  political  economy,  political  science,  physics, 
American  history^,  the  Bible,  education,  philosophy,  contempo- 
rary German  literature.  This  was  one  of  the  most  interesting 
and  instructive  features  of  the  course,  "because  the  subjects 
treated  were  those  on  which  librarians  need  most  help  and  for 
sections  of  the  library  which  now  need  building  up. 

4.  Children  s  ivovlc:  In  this  course  no  time  was  given  to  pre- 
liminary- argunieuts  for  or  against  work  with  children,  but  the 
problems  which  librarians  meet  or  attempt  to  meet  were  ap- 
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proached  directly.  In  the  main  the  seminar  method  was  em- 
ployed. The  director  drew  out  the  results  of  every  bit  of  ex- 
perience the  students  had  to  combine  with  the  results  gained  not 
only  from  her  own  broader  experience,  but  from  study  of  meth- 
ods in  the  libraries  of  this  coimtry  where  the  most  successful 
work  with  children  has  been  done.  The  subjects  of  this  prac- 
tical study  were:  library  work  with  grades,  outlining  course  for 
pupils,  and  reference  w^ork  in  library;  the  same  for  the  high 
school,  with  more  extensive  reference  work,  and  talks  on  bibli- 
ography ;  school  duplicate  collections,  their  use,  selection,  instal- 
ment and  management;  library  leagues  and  clubs;  the  story 
hour.  Study  was  made  of  such  aids  as  graded  and  annotated 
lists,  outlines  of  the  grade  work  in  Wisconsin  schools  being 
given  to  the  students,  upon  w^liich  were  based  short  lists  made 
for  the  grades,  both  for  general  reading  and  on  special  subjects. 
Modifications  recommended  for  cataloging  and  classifying  chil- 
dren's booksw'ere  discussed  and  attention  was  given  to  reference 
books  for  children,  and  to  the  use  of  pictures  in  connection  with 
reference  work.  Opportunity  was  given  for  the  careful  exami- 
nation of  a  large  numlx^r  of  children's  books  collected  by  the 
Commission,  in  connection  with  which  suggestions  w^ere  made 
regarding  the  comparative  value  of  books  on  the  same  subject. 
Of  especial  value  was  a  c?ompai'ative  study  of  the  books  on  myth- 
ology, folklore  and  legends,  with  notes  made  by  Miss  Genevieve 
Mills,  of  Madison.  Miss  Steams  gave  a  lecture  on  books  for 
girls,  accompanied  by  a  list  of  l)ooks  which  she  rtH*ommended. 
Miss  Dousman  gave  five  lectures  on  the  following  subjects:  fur- 
niture and  equipment  for  the  children's  room ;  administration 
of  the  children's  room ;  government  and  discipline  and  relations 
with  children ;  books  that  are  read  and  some  that  are  not ;  chil- 
dren's rooms  in  American  libraries. 

5.  Siaie  docum-ents:  Four  lectures  on  the  value,  use,  and 
care  of  state,  especially  Wisconsin,  documents,  w^re  given  by 
Mr.  Charles  McCarthv  of  the  Wisconsin  Commission.     Atten- 
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tion  was  called  to  the  princi])al  indexes  and  their  use,  also  the 
necessity  and  value  of  collecting  municipal  documents  was 
urged. 

6.  Administration:  One  hour  per  day  for  a  week  was  devoted 
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to  seminars  on  subjects  found  to  be  of  especial  interest  to  the 
librarians  in  attendance,  such  as  supplies,  loan  system,  re-regis- 
tration, accession  department,  binding,  renting  collections,  se- 
lection of  fiction,  new  reference  books,  and  librarians'  aids. 

Public  documents. 

The  first  class  organized  for  the  study  of  public  documents 
closed  its  three  weeks'  course  on  August  27.  The  members  of 
the  class,  numbering  47,  came  from  13  different  states,  and  rep- 
resented many  different  kinds  of  libraries.  There  were  repre- 
sentatives from  five  state  imiversity  libraries,  from  three  col- 
lege libraries,  from  four  high  school  and  normal  school  libraries, 
from  nineteen  public  libraries,  from  two  library  commissions^ 
from  two  historical  society  libraries,  and  two  students  attended 
who  were  not  in  library  work.  Of  the  libraries  represented  20 
were  depositor^'  libraries,  and  14  non-depository  libraries. 

The  undertaking  being  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  an  experi- 
ment and  the  variety  of  experience  existing  among  so  large  a 
numljer  of  students,  necessitated  a  more  general  character  of 
work,  than  a  smaller,  more  evenly  experienced  class  would  have 
required.  The  greatest  need  appeared  to  be  for  information 
concerning  the  distribution  and  arrangement  of  United  States 
federal  documents,  and  for  an  opportunity  to  make  a  purposeful 
acquaintance  with  them.  Instruction  was  given  by  lectures  sup- 
plemented with  practice  work,  for  which  the  document  collection 
of  the  AVisconsin  Historical  Society  furnished  ample  opportu- 
nity. One  lecture  was  given  on  document  catalogs  and  indexes, 
which  was  followed  bv  a  series  of  lectures  reviewing  the  various 
publishing  bodies  of  the  federal  government,  taking  up  the  dis- 
tribution, character,  general  form  of  catalog  entry  of  each  serial 
publication  of  each  department  and  bureau  in  tum^  Irregu- 
larities of  publication  were  especially  described,  and  formulas 
for  meeting  them  suggested.  The  practice  or  reference  work 
was  confined  to  the  prepartion  of  selecte^l  lists  on  selected  sub- 
jects, resulting  in  a  practical  acquaintance  both  with  the  docu- 
ments and  with  the  indexes  to  the  documents. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  Summer  Library  School,  the  stu- 
dents attended  the  Western  Library  meeting. 
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STUDENTS  OF  THE  SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

1901. 


Name. 


Baker.  Jennie  

Barker,   Bess   L.    ... 

Beebe,  Alice  M 

BlUs.  Bertba  8 

Bohn,  Frank  A 

Clark,  Edith  K.  O.. 
Craw,  Mrs  Mary  A. 
Dexter,  Harry  H... 
Elllnwood.  H.  Delia 

Ellis,  Hannah  C 

Elward,  Dorothy  . . 
Knderis,  Dorothy  — 

Frantz,    Cora  M 

Gay  nor.  Elizabeth  P. 
Goodwin.  John  E — 

Gorton,  Helen  D 

Hays.   Florence  C... 

Hewitt,   Mae  B 

Kelly,  Marie  


PostoflBce  Address. 


Prairie   dii    Sac. 
Poitland,    Ore. 
Suarta. 
Evanston,   111. 
(V  unibiis,  Ohio. 
Des  Moines,  la. 
fJalesbiirj;.  III. 
Rono,  Nev. 
Chi<«aRo.  111. 
Eau  Clnlre. 
Madison. 
Milwaukee. 
Kenosha. 
Grand  Rapids. 
Madison. 
Rucine. 
Oshkosb. 
'  Appleton,   Wis. 
W  bltowater. 


Name. 


King,  Edith  A 

Kunst.  Clara  H 

Lea,    Clara   A 

liistman,  Jennie  .... 
McCarthy.  Charles.. 
McDonnell, Emma  P. 

McKee,  Syreua  

Mathes.  Mary  E 

Miller,  Zaua   K 

Organ,    Minnie    K... 

OvTtz,    Delia   G 

Rablln,  Edith  L.... 
Russell,  Carorine  M. 

Smith.  Mary  A 

Stellau,  Emma 

L'pdegraff.  Mary  — 
Van  Vleck.  Pearl  L. 
Woodward,  Mame... 


Postofflce  Address. 


Jackson,  Mich. 

Antlgo. 

Madison. 

Superior. 

Madison. 

.Seattle,  Wash. 

Leavenworth,  Kas. 

Milwaukee. 

Appleton. 

Columbia.  Mo. 

Mineral   Point. 

Grand   Rapids. 

Kenoslm. 

Madison. 

Chicago.  111. 

Decorah,    la. 

Evansville. 

Xelllsville. 


ELEMENTARY  COURSE  STUDENTS. 

1902. 


Name. 


Postofflce  Address. 


Averill,  Geo.  B.,  Jr 
Bechaud,   Mamie   E 

Bell.  Nettie  B 

Beveridge.Mrs.  Julia: 

BJoln,  Hilda  

Bowen,  Agnes  T 

Boyd,  Clara  E 

Bronsky. 

Mrs.   Anna  C. 

Bryant,   Bessie  

Clongh    Mrs.   W.   S. 

Dodd.  Jean    

Dunn.  Martha  

Ferris,  Mae  I 

Forl)e8,   Mary  A 


Whitewater. 

Fond  du  Lac. 

Beloit. 

Chicago.   111. 

Stoughton. 

Madison. 

Marinette. 

Chippewa  Falls. 

Chippewa  Falls. 

Portage. 

Fond  du  Lac. 

Portage. 

Elkhorn. 

Hartford. 


Name. 


Gillies,  Maggie  

I  lllslop,   Joanna 

liansinf    Cora  I 

I  Livingston, 

I       Mrs.  Margaret  B. 

j  McNair,  Bessie  

I  Nowlan,    Elolse    

I  Potter,   Lucy  A 

Prather,  Rose  L 

Reily,  Jennie  L 

'  Shumaker.  Fr'ces  M. 

'Snell.    Lillian    E 

,  Swartzlander, 

I  Kate  B. 


Postofflce  Address. 


Evansville. 
Denver,  Col. 
Xeenaii. 

Mar«h  field. 
Lancaster. 
Janesvllle. 
Oshkosb. 
Spokane.  Wash. 
Nlarsb  field. 
Xeenah. 
Omaha.  Neb. 

Omaha,  Neb. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  COURSE  STUDENTS. 

1902. 


Name. 


Postofflce  Ad<lress. 


Bell.    Lillian    E 

Bell.   Martha  W 

ElIlB,  Hannah  C 

Harter,  Lyie  

Hopkins.   Fl'ce  M... 

King.  Edith  A 

Ktinst.  Clara  H 

MacDonald.  Kath.  I. 
McDonnell, Emma  P. 


Kaukanna. 
Beloit. 
Stanley. 

Huntington.  Ind. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Jackson,  Mich. 
Antigo. 
Madison. 
Seattle.  Wash. 


Macpherson. 

Maud   R. 

MelviU.   Jessie 

Monzles,  Mrs.  M.  X. 

Miller.  Zana  K 

Potter. Katharine  M. 

Rablln.   Edith  L 

Salisbury.  Grace  E.. 

Walrath.   Belle   

Whare,  Grace  A.  ... 


Postofflce  Address. 


Kenosha. 

Galena.   111. 

.Tanesville. 
I  .Madison. 
'  Baraboo. 

Grand  Rapids. 

Whitewater. 

Chippewa   Falls. 

Madison. 
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AMERICAN   LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  CONFERENCE  AT 

WAUKESHA. 

The  23r(l  conference  of  the  American  Library  Association 
was  held  at  Waukesha  during  the  week  July  3-10.       About 
seven  hundred  librarians  and  library  trustees  attended  the  con- 
ference, more  than  three  hundred  of  the  number  being  from 
Wisconsin.       The  total  number    in  attendance    was  probably 
larger  than  at  any  previous  conference.     The  most  striking  fea- 
ture of  the  conference  was  the  unusual  number  of  representa- 
tives of  libraries  in  villages  and  small  cities.     On  the  after- 
noon of  Thursday,  "the  Fourth",  the  Wisconsin  State  Library 
Association  held  a  meeting  which  was  devoted,  in  the  main,  to 
the  problem   of  reaching   the  rural  communities   with    library 
privileges.     The  discussion  on  circulation  of  books  to  the  people 
of  rural  communities  through  the  mails  was  of  unusual  inter- 
est.    There  was  an  exhibit  of  traveling  libraries  by  the  State 
Library  Commissions  of  ilichigan,  Ohio,  New  York,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  ^Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.       The  Wisconsin  exhibit  in- 
cluded a  traveling  librarj'  for  farmei*s,  one  of  German  books, 
one  of  bc'oks  and  magazines  for  the  study  of  American  history, 
and  one  of  the  Stout  free  traveling  libraries.       On  Monday, 
July  8,  members  of  the  conference  visited  Madison,  on  invita- 
tion of  the  libraries  of  the  city.     The  Commission  joined  in  the 
general  hosywtalities  of  the  day  and  gave  a  reception  in  the 
Commission  rooms  in  the  afternoon.     The  Conference  gave  in- 
spiration to  all  in  attendance,  but  especially  to  the  librarians 
coming  from   small   eoumiunities  who  had  not  heretofore  en- 
joyed the  ])rivilege  of  meeting  many  of  their  fellow  workers. 

LIBRARY  REPORTS. 

It  is  a  recognized  fact  that  uniformity  in  the  annual  re})orts 
of  the  departments  of  a  city's  government  is  of  great  valu^* 
Also  that  succeeding  reports  from  any  one  department  should^ 
in  their  statistical  matter,  be  presented  in  an  eetablished  form, 
that  accurate  comparisons  may  be  possible.  New  features  m^y 
be  added  from  year  to  year,  but  the  regular  items  in  rega^^ 
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to  growth  and  development,  and  the  financial  statement  con- 
tinue uniform. 

The  Commission  issued  in  May,  1902,  an  annual  report  form 
for  Wisconsin  libraries,  tabulating  statistics  in  regard  to  ex- 
penditures, circulation  and  accessions.  Very  great  care  and 
much  time  was  given  to  the  form  of  this  report  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  many  of  the  best  librarians  for  criticism  and  sug- 
gestions. It  is  an  extension  of  the  report  recommended  by  the 
Committees  on  Uniform  Accounts  and  Statistics  appointed  by 
various  organizations  devoted  to  municipal  affairs  to  report 
to  the  National  Mimicipal  League.  Three  copies  of  the 
report  blank  were  sent  to  each  library,  one  to  be 
preserved  in.  the  library,  one  to  be  sent  to  the  common 
council  and  one  to  the  Commission.  The  reports  made  on  these 
forms  have,  on  the  whole,  lx?en  very  satisfactory.  It  was  not 
expected  that  the  forms  could  be  filled  out  in  full  by  all  li- 
braries, for  some  statistics  called  for  had  not  been  recorded,  but 
the  reports  for  future  years  will  naturally  be  more  complete, 
and,  it  is  felt,  will  furnish  invaluable  data  for  the  history  of 
growth  of  individual  libraries,  as  w^ell  as  for  comparative  study 
of  libraries  of  the  same  size,  or  in  towns  of  the  same  size. 

In  1900  the  Commission  very  carefully  prepared  daily  and 
monthly  statistics  sheets,  which  are  now  almost  universally  used 
by  Wisconsin  libraries.  It  is  significant  that  the  most  accu- 
rate and  satisfactory  i>art  of  the  annual  reports  submitted  in 
July  was  the  record  of  circulation  statistics,  based  on  these 
daily  and  monthly  statistics  reports. 
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REPORTS  OF  LIBRARY  PROGRESS. 

Ant i go — Miss  Clara  H.  Kunst,  librarian. 

Since  tlie  Inst  report,  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  tendered  the  eitv  its  libral•^'  of  750  volumes  on  condition 
tliat  llie  city  appropriate  at  least  $500  annually  for  the  library's 
suppcjrt.  The  crif t  was  aee(»pted  and  housed  in  three  fine  rooms 
in  the  Jiew  eity  hall.  The  library  was  reorganized  with  the  aid 
of  the  Commission,  and  has  proved  surprisingly  popular,  1,796 
b(x»ks  having  had  a  eireulation  of  25,072  during  the  past  year. 
The  library  is  iire(^  to  farmers.  The  reading  room  is  open  on 
Sundny  aftern<Hrns.  Systematic  work  with  the  schools  is  a  fea- 
ture of  the  work  of  this  librarv.  A  librarian  with  summer 
school  training.  Miss  Jane  Ogilvie,  was  engaged  for  a  year  and 

the  present  librarian  ser\ed  an  apprt^nticesbip  under  her,  after- 
ward attenclinc:  the  Sunmier  Librarv  Sc^liool  of  1901  and  the 
Supplementary  and  Document  Courses  of  1002. 

Applrion — Miss  Af/nrs  L.  Dwighf,  librarian. 

This  library  has  been  the  recipient  of  a  gift  of  $500  from 

^Nfr.  Herman  Erb,  in  m(Miiorv    of  his  son    Herman,    who  was 

INFavor  of  the  eitv  at  the  time  of  the  librarv's  erection  and  who 
••  •  • 

took  a  leading  part  in  furthering  the  movement. 

A  renting  colh^'tion  of  the  most  ])opular  books  has  been  in* 
augurated  and  has  more  than  ])a:d  for  itself.  The  reference 
use  of  the  library  has  doubled  during  the  past  year  over  that  of 
the  previous  year.  The  library  is  free  to  farmers.  The  h" 
l»rarian  received  her  traininir  at  the  Armour  School  of  Libraiy 
Seience. 

1 

Arcadia — Miss  Ohvc  M,  Greene,  librarian. 

A  librai-ian  is  employed  who  keeps  the  library  open  two 
afternoons  and  two  evenings  a  Aveek.  Xearly  200  cards  b*^ 
\)Qon  issued  \o  country  people.  The  library  is  a  station  lor 
})oth  English   and  German  traveling  libraries  from  the  CoDi" 
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missioa.  Tlie  Polish  books  have  had  a  larger  cii^culatiou  pro- 
portionally than  any  others  in  the  library.  Magazines  are  air- 
eulated. 

Ashland — Miss  Tryphena  G.  Mitchell,  librarian. 

"The  library  has  been  made  free  to  farmers.  Traveling  li- 
braries were  placed  in  school-houses  for  the  convenience  of 
those  who  could  not  come  to  the  library  in  winter.  We  shall 
keep  them  in  stores  during  the  summer.  The  Vaughn  Choral 
Club  gave  $50  for  the  purchase  of  books  on  music."  The  li- 
brarian received  her  training  at  Scoville  Institute. 

Baraboo — Miss  Kate  M,  Potter,  librarian, 

Andrew  Carnegie  gave  $12,000  for  a  library  building  on 
condition  that  the  city  furnish  a  suitable  site  and  make  an  ap- 
propriation of  $1,200  a  year  for  the  library's  support  The 
Unitarian  Society  donated  a  corner  lot,  provided  the  city 
would  pay  an  indebtedness  of  $1,000.  This  proposition  was 
accepted  and  a  number  of  citizens  then  purchased  the  adjoinr 
ing  lot.  Claude  &  Starck,  Madison,  Wis.,  have  drawn  Ae 
plans  for  the  building  and  $200  has  been  given  for  interior 
decoration. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Sunmier  Librarv  KSohool  of  1899 
ind  the  Supplementary  Course  of  1902. 

Belait — Miss  Martha  ^Y,  Bell,  librarian. 

The  Beloit  Public  Library  received  a  gift  of  $25,000  from 

idrew  Carnegie  on  condition  that  the  city  appropriate  not 

8  than  $2,500  a  year  for  the  library's  support.     The  propo- 

on  has  been  accepted,  $8,800  has  been  paid  by  the  city  for 

te  and  plans  drawn  by  Patton  &  ililler,  Chicago,  111.,  have 

accepted  and  contracts  let.     Tlio  technical  work  of  the  li- 

'  has  been  improved  by  the  intiTKhietion  of  a  new  charging 

n  and  by  labelling  the  Ixwks. 

\  librarian  attended  the  Sniniiier  Library  Scli<X)l  of  1897 
e  Supplementary  Course  of  11M)2. 
3 


34  WISCONSIN    FREE    LIBEABY    COMMISSION. 

Black  River  Falls — Miss  Anna  C.  Wylicj  librarian. 

In  November,  1900,  the  public  library  was  moved  to  the 
school  building  and  combined  with  the  school  library,  thus 
strengthening  the  collection  and  making  it  possible  to  have  effi- 
cient service  and  gcx)d  quarters.  A  card  catalog  was  made  and 
the  librarian  was  instructed  by  an  employee  of  the  Commission. 

Chippewa  Falls — Miss  Belle  Walrath,  librarian. 

Andrew  Carnegie  gave  $20,000  for  a  building  on  condition 
that  the  city  appropriate  $2,000  a  year  for  the  library's  main- 
tenance, a  proposition  that  was  willingly  accepted,  the  city 
paying  $2,600  for  a  site.  Plans  have  been  drawn  by  Fre- 
mont D.  Orff,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  San  Souci  Club  gave 
the  libray  $115  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  privileges  of  the  library  have  been  made  free  to  four 
adjoining  towns.  Apprentices  have  been  instructed,  a  new 
charging  system  has  been  put  in  and  the  books  have  been  la- 
belled. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1900 
and  the  Supplementary  Course  of  1902.  Two  assistants  took 
the  Elementary  Course  of  1902. 

Columbus — Miss  Henrietie  von  Briesen,  librarian. 

The  subscription  librarv",  which  had  been  in  existence  since 
1877,  was  turned  over  to  the  city  and  opened  as  a  free  library 
in  May,  1901.  The  library  was  given  on  consideration  that 
the  city  maintain  it  and  that  country  life  members  of  the  old 
association  be  granted  the  same  privileges  as  residents  of  the 
city.  During  the  past  year,  the  city  appropriated  $600  for 
the  librars^'s  maintenance,  $500  was  given  by  one  individual 
and  other  gifts  of  money  have  been  received.  For  a  number 
of  years  past  there  has  been  a  free  reading  room  in  the  city 
hall,  supported  by  subscription.  This,  with  its  paid  subscrip- 
tions, was  turned  over  to  the  city  and  is  now  open  in  connec- 
tion with  the  library.     Mrs.  Laura  K.  Grisum  gave  very  effi- 
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cient  service  as  librarian,  until  July,  1902.     The  library  was 
re-organized  and  cataloged  by  an  oflScer  of  the  Commission. 

The  librarian  received  her  training  at  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois Library  School. 

Cumberland — Mrs.  0.  E.  Carr,  librarian. 

The  library  has  been  moved  into  better  quarters,  having  two 
well  lighted  rooms  upstairs  in  a  business  building.  Intereet 
in  the  library  is  increasing.  A  few  periodicals  are  subscribed 
for  and  circulated.  The  library  is  a  station  for  Commission 
traveling  libraries. 

De  Pere — Miss  Helen  Mathews,  librarian, 

'*We  have  placed  Dutch  and  German  books  on  the  shelves, 
and  these  books  have  proven  to  be  very  popular.  We  have 
added  a  long  low  case  for  the  children  and  fitted  up  a  chil- 
dren's comer,  and  have  also  added  a  reading  room  with  $80 
worth  of  periodicals  on  the  tables." 

Eau  Claire — Miss  Ellen  D,  Biscoe,  librarian. 

In  February,  1902,  Andrew  Carnegie  offered  $40,000  to 
the  city  for  a  library  building,  under  the  usual  conditions, 
which  were  accepted. 

A  children's  room  has  been  opened  in  a  building  across  the 
street  from  the  present  quarters  and  two  librarj'^  stations  estab- 
lished in  localities  remote  from  the  library. 

The  librarian  is  a  graduate  of  the  N^ew  York  State  Library 
School  and  attended  the  Document  Course  of  1902. 

Edgerton — Mrs.  Hamiah  Croft,  librarian. 

The  library  has  been  moved  into  an  attractive  room  on  the 
ground  floor  and  the  books  have  been  cataloged  by  a  library 
school  student.     Increasing  interest  is  reported. 
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Elkhom — Mae  I.  Ferris^  librarian. 

The  Charles  E.  Sprague  Free  Library  was  organized,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Commission,  in  September,  1901.  Mr.  Sprague 
gave  to  the  city  the  use  of  rooms  in  a  business  block  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  which  were  accepted  by  the  city,  and  has  also 
contributed  money  for  the  purchase  of  books.  E.  B.  Dewing 
and  sister  gave  650  books  from  their  brother's  library.  The 
library  contains  2,319  volumes. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1902. 

Evansville — Miss  Maggie  Gillies,  librarian. 

The  card  catalog  has  been  completed.  The  circulation  has 
increased  and  excellent  use  is  made  of  the  library  by  the 
schools.  The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School 
of  1902. 

Fond  du  Lac — Miss  Emma  E.  Rose,  librarian. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the  Woman's  Club,  Mr.  Car- 
negie offered  to  give  $30,000  to  erect  a  library  building  on 
condition  that  the  city  furnish  a  site  and  guarantee  $8,000  a 
year  for  its  support.  The  offer  was  accepted  and  the  common 
council  added  $10,000  to  the  building  fund.  The  Woman's 
Club  then  raised  $6,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  which  was 
transferred  to  the  city.  Plans  have  been  drawn  by  Van  Ryn 
&  De  Gelleoke,  ^lilwaukee,  Wis.,  an  especial  feature  being 
made  of  a  room  on  the  main  floor  for  public  documents. 

Two  assistants  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1902. 

Grand  Rapids — Miss  Edith  Rahlin,  librarian. 

This  library  suffered  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  J.  D.  Wit- 
ter,  who  had  always  been  its  generous  patron.  Mr.  Witter 
left  $5,000  to  the  library  and  $5,000  as  an  endowment  fund 
for  the  J.  D.  Witter  System  of  Traveling  Libraries  in  Wood 
county.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Evans,  the  former  librarian,  trained  two 
apprentices  who  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1901, 
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one  becoming  librarian  and  the  other  cataloger.  The  librarian 
took  the  Supplementaxy  Course  of  1902.  Excellent  systematia 
Tvork  is  dona  for  the  schools. 

Green  Bay — Miss  Deborah  B,  Martin,  librarian. 

''The  Carnegie  gift  of  $20,000,  given  in  Februaiy,  1901, 
was  increased  in  November,  1901,  to  $25,000,  the  city  pledg- 
ing itself  to  give  $2,500  annually  to  the  support  of  the  library. 
A  building  lot  was  donated  by  the  Eight  Reverend  Bishop 
S.  G.  Messmer  and  the  city  later  purchased  from  him  the  lot 
adjoining.  The  City  Council  also  voted  $3,200,  outside  of 
the  regular  appropriation,  for  the  furnishing  of  the  building. 
The  plan  of  H.  A.  Foeller,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  was  accepted. 
It  provides  for  a  one-story  structure,  \vith  brick  basement. 
The  library  will  contain  an  historical  museum,  soon  to  be  filled 
with  relics  of  early  Wisconsin. 

Horicon — Miss  Clara  Carr,  librainan. 

The  Horicon  librar\^  is  indebted  to  Miss  Mary  Forbes,  Hart- 
ford,  Wis.,  for  classifying  its  collection  without  charge. 

Janesville — Mrs.  Louise  S.  Best,  librai-ian. 

"Andrew  Carnegie  gave  the  city  $30,000  for  a  library  build- 
ing. The  site  was  purchased  for  $20,000,  the  buildings  on  the 
property  netted  $3,585,  making  an  actual  cost  of  $16,415. 
The  Eldred  bequest  of  $10,000  is  l)e:ng  used  in  connection 
with  the  Carnegie  gift,  but  is  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  chil- 
dren's librars^  which  \v\\\  occupy  about  one-tliird  of  the  main 
floor  and  probably  the  same  amount  on  the  upper  floor.  Plans 
have  been  drawn  by  J.  T.  W.  Jennings,  Madison,  Wis.,  and 
the  building  is  now  under  construction." 

The  superintendent  of  the  children's  room  attended  the 
Summer  Library-  KSchool  of  1000  and  the  Supplementary 
Course  of  1902.  The  cataloger  also  attended  the  Summer  Li« 
brarv  School  of  1900. 
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Kaukauna — Miss  Lillian  Bell,  librarian. 

The  library  and  reading  room  have  been  moved  to  fine  quar- 
ters in  a  business  block.  The  sum  of  $138.46  has  been  given 
by  the  Woman's  Club  and  citizens  of  the  city. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1900 
and  the  Supplementary  Course  of  1902. 

Kenosha — Mrs,  Clara  P.  Baimes,  librarian. 

This  library  has  always  been  open  to  the  farmers  of  the  en- 
tire county.  The  teachers  of  the  country  schools  have  the  use 
of  teachers'  cards,  with  the  privilege  of  ten  books  at  a  time. 
Seventeen  teachers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity. 
Cards  are  held  by  135  country  people.  Valuable  sets  of  bound 
periodicals  have  been  bought,  and  an  unusually  large  number 
of  books  (3,650)  added.  This  has  been  made  possible  by  Mr. 
Z.  G.  Simmons,  who  has  given  several  thousands  of  dollars  for 
a  book  fimd. 

Two  assistants  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1901 
and  one  assistant  took  the  Supplementary  and  Document 
Courses  of  1902. 

La  Crosse — Miss  Annie  E.  Hanscomc,  librarian, 

"The  library^  is  pleased  to  report  the  gift  of  $20,000  from 
the  estate  of  Charles  Colman,  a  former  trustee." 

Lake  Mills — Miss  Eva  L,  Stiles,  librarian. 

The  L.  D.  Fargo  Library  Building  was  dedicated  in  August, 
1902.  The  building  is  constructed  of  split  granite  boulders. 
The  first  floor  contains  a  large  book  room  with  shelves  for  sev- 
eral thousand  volumes,  reading  room,  work  room,  and  oflSce. 
Above  is  an  assembly  haJl.  The  library,  containing  1,200 
volumes,  was  classified  and  organized  with  the  help  of  the  Com- 
mission. 
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Lancaster — Miss  Bessie  McNair,  librarian. 

The  library  was  organized  by  the  Commission  in  September, 
1901.  The  Woman's  Club  raised  $1,641.45  which  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  city  appropriation  of  $491.95.  The  library 
contains  1,398  volumes  and  is  free  to  farmers.       ' 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1902. 

Madison — Miss  Julia  A.  Hopkins,  librarian. 

Greater  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  than 
in  any  other  year  in  the  library's  history.  Among  Lhe  notable 
improvem^ents  bave  been  a  thorough  overhauling  and  re-ar- 
rangement of  the  interior,  permitting  freer  access  to  shelves; 
the  opening  of  a  children's  room,  with  gifts  of  $655  in  money 
and  pictures ;  the  inauguration  of  a  school-duplicate  collection ; 
the  lengthening  of  hours  of  opening ;  the  inauguration  of  an 
apprentice  class  and  the  extension  of  library  privil^es  to  resi- 
dents of  the  Town  of  Madison  at  a  sum  to  be  fixed  each  year. 

The  library  has  received  a  gift  of  $75,000  from  Andrew 
Carnegie,  on  ox^ndition  that  the  city  provide  a  site  ond  appro- 
priate $7,500  a  year  for  the  library's  maintenance.  The  prop- 
osition has  been  accepted  and  the  council  has  appropriated 
$25,000  for  a  site. 

Miss  Bertha  Brown  was  librarian  for  one  year  during  the 
reorganization.  Miss  Edna  Lyman,  of  Oak  Park,  111.,  in- 
augurated the  seliool  work  and  t(X)k  charge  of  the  children's 
room.  The  new  librarian  (taking  charge  in  Xovember,  1902) 
received  training  at  the  New  York  State  Library  School. 

Manitov/oc — Miss  Florence  Hays,  librarian. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  Miss  Henriette  von  Briesen,  Miss 
Florence  Hays,  for  some  time  affsistant  in  the  Oshkash  Public 
Library,  Avas  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Librarv  School  of  1901. 
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Marinette — Miss  Julia  Elliott,  libraaian. 

The  Hon.  Isaac  Stephenson  has  given  a  site  and  $30,000 
for  the  construction  of  a  library  building,  the  city  having 
agreed  to  appropriate  $3,000  a  year  for  its  support.  Plans 
have  been  dra>vn  providing  for  a  two-story  stone  structure,  with 
basement. 

Two  library  stations  established  in  outlying  districts  have 
been  well  patronized.  The  library  is  free  to  farmers.  An 
apprentice  class  has  been  established  and  work  with  schools 
improved. 

The  librarian  was  assistant  instructor  in  the  Elementary 
Course  of  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1902.  A  member 
of  the  library  staff  was  one  of  the  students. 

Marshfield — Mi^s  H,  Delia  Ellinwood,  librarian. 

This  library,  opened  in  1901,  is  one  of  the  model  libraries 
of  the  State.  W.  D.  Connor,  president  of  the  board,  has  given 
$500  a  year  for  5  years.  Other  citizens  have  given  $655. 
The  city  appropriation  is  $1,132.  The  library  is  free  to 
farmers,  52  county  people  availing  themselves  of  its  privileges. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1901 
and  the  Document  Course  of  1002 ;  two  assistants  came  for  the 
Elementarv^  session  of  1902. 

Menasha — Mi^s  Lii-cy  L.  Pleasants,  librarian. 

The  E.  D.  Smith  Library  Building  has  been  beautifully 
decorated. 

Menomonie — Miss  Stella  Lucas,  librarian. 

The  Mabel  Tainter  Memorial  Free  Library  has  within  the 
past  year  received  the  endowment  of  $20,000  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  Captain  Andrew  Tainter. 

This  library  is  free  to  the  people  of  Dimn  County. 
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Merrill — -Miss  Janet  P.  Russell,  librarian. 

The  city  pays  the  librarian,  and  furnishes  rooms,  heated  aad 
lighted,  furniture  and  janitor  service. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1898 
and  the  Document  Course  of  19  02. 

MilwauJiee — George  W,  Peckham,  librarian, 

Mrs.  Antoinette  Keenan  gave  $10,000  for  a  special  collec- 
tion in  literature,  in  memory  of  her  husband,  formerly  presi- 
dent of  the  library^  board. 

Judge  J.  M.  Pereles,  president  of  the  board,  presented  the 
library  with  a  pair  of  bronze  electroliers. 

Mineral  Point — Mrs,  March  Chase,  librarian. 

This  public  library^  is  located  in  an  attractive  room  on  the 
business  street  and  has  a  large  patronage.  It  was  started  and 
has  been  carried  on  by  a  few  enthusiastic  women  who  devote 
their  time  to  it.  The  Commission  has  helped  in  classifying 
and  cataloging  the  books.  Libraiy  privileges  extended  to 
teachers  are  unusually  liberal. 

Mowroe — Miss  Katherine  L,  Smoch,  librarian. 

In  March,  1902,  Andrew  Carnegie  offered  the  ciry  $20,000 
for  a  library  building  on  condition  that  $2,000  a  year  was  ap- 
propriated for  its  support. 

Neenah — Miss  Mary  Williams,  librarian. 

This  library  has  made  great  progress  during  the  past  year. 
Since  July,  1901,  the  library  has  l)een  entirely  reorganized, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commission.  Three  small  rooms 
in  the  city  hall  have  been  conveniently  and  tastefully  remod- 
eled into  one  large,  beautiful  room.  The  books  have  been,  re- 
classified and  re-arranged  on  open  shelves,  and  a  new  charging 
system  introduced.  The  library  is  open  every  day  in  the 
week,  instead  of  but  twice,  as  formerly.  A  trained  librarian, 
a  former   student  of  the   Librarv^    School    at  Pratt  Institute, 
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Brooklyn,  has  taken  charge.  The  library  has  been  made  free 
to  the  farmers  and  already  forty  or  more  out-of-town  persons 
are  borrowers.  The  Tuesday  Club  pays  for  a  number  of  pe- 
riodicals for  the  reading  tables. 

In  [N'ovember,  1901,  Andrew  Carnegie  gave  the  city  $10,000 
for  a  library  building.  A  Neenah  Public  Library  Building 
Association  was  pi"omptly  organized,  which  raised  through 
popular  subscription  and  within  two  weeks'  time,  the  sum  of 
$15,000  to  supplement  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  and  $20,000  in 
addition  for  a  much  needed  opera-house.  The  subscriptions 
were  promptly  paid  in,  and  work  was  soon  begun  on  the  new 
library  building  from  plans  of  Van  Ryn  and  De  Grellecke, 
Milwaukee.  The  building  is  of  Bedford  Indiana  limestone 
and  gray  pressed  brick,  and  is  situated  on  a  commanding  site 
on  the  Fox  River. 

The  librarian  lias  given  some  training  to  an  apprentice  class 
and  two  assistants  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of 
1902. 

NeiUsville — Miss  Mame  Woodmard,  librarian. 

The  library  l^x)ms  have  l)een  greatly  improved,  work  with 
the  schools  carefully  planned,  and  many  new  books  added. 
The  librarian  was  a  Summer  Librai-v  School  student  in  1901. 

OconomoiLH)C — Miss  Gabriclla  Achley,  librarian. 

The  buildinfi:  which  the  ]il)rarv  now  occupies  was  presented 
in  October,  1000,  l)y  Mrs.  George  Bullen,  Mrs.  P.  A.  Valen- 
tino, and  P.  D.  Armour,  Sr., — each  giving  $1,500  toward  its 
purchase  and  repair. 

In  Septeml)er,  1001,  the  library  extended  its  privileges  to 
all  families  living  within  five  miles  of  the  town.  About  100 
new  names  have  thus  l)een  added  from  the  country  districts. 

Oconto — 

George  Farnsworth,  of  Chicago,  111.,  a  former  resident  of 
Oconto,  has  given  $15,000  for  a  library  building.     The  city 
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has  pledged  $1,500  a  year  for  its  support.  The  plans  provide 
for  a  one-story  building,  containing  book-room,  reading  and 
reference  rooms,  children's  room,  and  office,  with  an  assembly 
room  in  the  high  basement. 

Oshhosli — Miss  Emily  Turner,  librarian. 

Two  library  stations  have  been  established  in  outlying  wards 
through  money  contributed  by  The  Twentieth  Century  Club. 

A  beautiful  clock,  costing  $500,  was  presented  by  a  commit- 
tee of  women  on  Christmas  Day,  1901. 

This  library  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Winnebago  County 
System  of  Traveling  Libraries,  which  has  proved  extremely 
popular. 

The  librarian  received  her  training  at  Pratt  Institute. 

Plymouth — Mrs,  E.  C,  Ames,  librarian. 

This  library  was  organized  by  the  Commission  in  Novem- 
ber, 1901.  Three  organizations  turned  over  their  books  and 
fixtures  to  the  city,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  which  had  pre- 
viously established  a  reading  room,  the  Hub  Club,  and  the  Cen- 
tury Club.  The  library  contains  1,139  volumes,  and  is  free  to 
farmers.     Of  738  borrowers,  105  are  from  the  countrv. 

Portage — Mrs.  W.  G,  Clough,  librarian. 

This  librarv^,  started  and  maintained  by  the  untinng  elTorts 
of  the  women  of  Portage,  aided  by  the  Commission,  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  city  and  installed  in  admirable  quarters  on 
the  first  floor  of  the  new  city  hall.  The  city  appropriated  $700, 
and  $490  was  received  in  gifts.  The  librar}^  has  also  received 
a  bequest  of  $5,000  from  Mrs.  George  Krech.  Miss  Maria 
Austin  gave  500  volumes.  The  Hon.  A.  J.  Turaer,  one  of  the 
trustees,  is  gathering  a  very  valuable  local  history  collection. 

The  librarv^  has  1,684  borrowers,  contains  3,047  volumes, 
with  a  total  circulation  during  the  first  year  of  22,743  volumes. 
Eighty-two  farmers  avail  themselves  of  its  free  privileges.  The 
library  has  subscribed  for  two  German  traveling  libraries.     An 
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apprentice  class  has  been  started  and  the  library  has  been  cata- 
loged. 

The  librarian  and  one  assistant  attended  the  Simimer  Library 
School  of  1902. 

Prairie  da  Scu: — Miss  Ruth  Hut  chins,  librarian. 

This  library  was  organized,  with  the  aid  of  the  Commission, 
in  October,  1900. 

Racine — Miss  Mary  J,  Calkins,  librarian, 

Andrew  Carnegie  gave  the  citv  $50,000  upon  the  city's  pledg- 
ing a  suitable  site  and  $5,000  a  year  for  the  library's  mainte- 
nance. The  citizens  subscribed  $14,000  for  a  lot  and  plans 
have  been  dra^vn  bv  Mauran,  Russell  &  Garden,  St.  Louis,  for  a 
brick  building  with  stone  trimmings.  The  treatment  of  the  in- 
terior is  somewhat  unique  in  library  oonstruction.  The  small 
collection  of  lx)oks  to  be  stored — less  than  9,000 — affords  oppor- 
tunity for  departure  from  the  usual  methods.  For  some  years 
to  como  thoro  will  be  no  unsightly  stacks,  save  the  delivery  desk, 
the  librar^^  will  have  the  appearance  of  a  fine,  home  library,  with 
tables,  ea.sv  chairs,  window  seats,  and  recesses.  Fire-places  in 
deep  bays  will  add  to  the  general  cheer  in  wintrv^  weather,  while 
a  loggia,  overlooking  the  lake,  will  afford  a  cool  spot  for  read- 
ers on  the  sultr\'  davs  of  summer. 

An  assistant  attended  the  Document  Course  of  1902. 

Rliinelandcr — Miss  Mary  A.  Smith,  librarian. 

A  new  lil)rarian,  a  former  teacher,  and  a  Summer  Library 
School  student  of  1901,  t<^K)k  charge  in  the  fall  of  1901.  She 
has  given  several  talks  in  the  school  rooms,  and  has  done  much 
to  place  the  libraiy  among  those  doing  the  best  work. 

Rice  Lake — Mrs.  Janies  Robbins,  librarian. 

The  libraiy  has  Ixx^n  transformed  during  the  past  two  years. 
Miss  Charlotte  Xoble,  a  Summer  Library  School  student,  gave 
her  services  for  complete  reorganization,  including  an  excellent 
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^Mird  catalog.  The  two  rooms  were  made  into  one,  walls  dee- 
orated,  new  shelving  built  and  a  very  attractive  library  is  the  re- 
sult. The  German  traveling  library  sent  by  the  Commission  is 
very  popular. 

Ripon — Miss  F.   P,  Scribner,  lihrainan, 

Andrew  Carnegie's  offer  of  $10,000  has  been  supplemented 
hy  gifts  of  $5,000  each  from  S.  T.  McKnight,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
and  W.  J.  Starr,  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  both  former  residents. 

Seymour — Miss  Cora  Lampson,  librarian. 

The  record  of  this  library  is  a  testimony  to  perseverance. 
Under  the  incentive  furnished  by  Geo.  C.  Jones,  Appleton, 
Wis.,  who  donated  fifty  books,  a  library  project  was  started  in 
the  city.  The  Mayor  appointed  a  library  board;  $150  was 
raised  for  new  books  by  subscription  and  entertainment ;  many 
citizens  gave  books ;  the  Commission  sent  a  German  and  an  Eng- 
lish traveling  librarv  and  aided  in  organizing  the  library. 
Rooms  were  donated  bv  a  local  banker  and  the  librar\'  and  read- 
ing  room  opened  in  December,  1901.  Soon  after,  the  collection 
was  threatened  with  destruction  bv  fire.  Three  removals  have 
since  ensued,  the  collection  now  being  housed  in  the  original 
quarters  which  have  been  remodeled. 

Forty-six  farmers  are  free  patrons  of  the  library. 

Shawano — Miss  Alice  M.  Roberts,  librarian. 

The  Woman's  Club  raised  $200  for  the  support,  of  the  library 
during  the  past  year.  This  library  has  alwavs  Ix^on  free  to 
farmers. 

Sheboygan — Miss  Bertha  Mar.r,  librarian. 

The  original  gift  of  $25,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie  was  in- 
creased by  him  to  $35,000  upon  the  city's  agreement  to  expend 
annually  $3,500  for  the  libra r\''s  maintenanco.  The  building, 
of  Bedford  Indiana  limestone,  will  consist  of  two  stories  and  a 
basement.     The  book  room,  general  reading  room,  small  study 
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room,  children's  room  and  librarian's  office  occupy  the  first  floor, 
with  lecture  room,  museum,  trustees'  room  and  one  unassigned 
on  the  second  floor.  A  site,  costing  $3,500  was  purchased  by 
the  city. 

Mayor  E.  A.  Dennett,  who  secured  the  Cam^e  gift,  has 
turned  over  his  salary  of  $500  a  year  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  library. 

Sparta — Miss  Jennie  ScoiUenj  librarian. 

Mr.  Carnegie  gave  $10,000  for  a  library  building  to  Sparta, 
under  the  usual  conditions.  The  plans  of  Shiek  &  Roth,  La 
Crosse,  have  been  accepted,  and  the  building  is  now  under  way.         | 

The  collection  of  books  has  been  reorganized  with  the  aid  of 
the  Commission,  and  the  library  board  employed  a  cataloger  to 
finish  the  work.  The  number  of  borrowers  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased owing  to  the  cancellation  of  a  rule  requiring  a  deposit 
before  cards  were  issued. 

Staidey — Miss  Martha  Dunn,  librarian. 

The  beautiful    building   which  was  erected   by  Mrs.  D.  R— 
Moon,  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband,  wi 
dedicated  in  December,  1901.     Mrs.  Moon  equipped  the  build- 
ing and  placed  a  fine  collection  of  books  upon  its  shelves.     S.  T. 
McKnight,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  presented  the  library  with  $50C.— -^ 
worth  of  fine  editions  of  books  of  permanent  value. 

Miss  Hannah  Ellis,  the  librarian  for  the  first  year,  attende(^3 
the  Summer  Libra rs-  School  of  1901  and  the  Supplementary 
Course  of  1902.  The  present  librarian  served  an.  apprenticeshi] 
in  Portage  and  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1901 

Stevens  Point — Miss  Mollie  Catlim,  librarian. 

The  Stevens    Point   Librarv^   was   the   happy    recipient 
$20,000  from  Andrew   Carnegie  under   the  usual   conditior*^ 
The  Woman's  Club  raised  $4,400  for  a  lot.     Library  plans  ha^e 
been  prepared  by  H.  A.  Foeller  of  Green  Bay. 
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Stoughton — Miss  Hilda  Bjoin,  librarian. 

This  library  was  organized  in  December,  1901,  with  the  aid 
of  the  Commission.  Its  quarters,  in  the  new  city  hall,  were 
especially  designed  for  its  use.  The  Norw^an  books  are  very 
popular  in  this  library.     The  library  is  free  to  farmers. 

The  librarian  attended  the  Summer  Library  School  of  1902. 

Sun  Prairie — Miss  Margaret  Dunphy,  librarian. 

This  library  was  opened  to  the  public  in  August,  1901,  and 
received  English  and  German  traveling  libraries  from  the  Com- 
mission. 

Superior — Miss  Lillian  McCormick,  librarian. 

The  new  building  for  which  Andrew  Carnegie  had  given 
$50,000  was  opened  in  June,  1902.  The  lot  was  donated  by 
the  Hammond  estate  and  by  citizens.  The  building  is  of  classic 
design,  built  of -St,  Louis  gray  brick  and  Lake  Superior  red 
sandstone.  Four  stations  have  been  maintained.  The  circu- 
lation for  the  year  1901-02  was  greatly  increased,  owing  to  the 
central  location  of  the  temporary  quarters. 

Tomah — Miss  Caroline  W.  D.  Voswinkel,  librarian. 

The  new  librarian  has  begun  the  reorganization  of  the  library 
and  it  will  soon  be  classified  and  cataloged. 

Waterloo — Miss  Ida  H.  Oibson,  librarian. 

This  subscription  library  was  opened  to  the  public  in  July, 
1902,  with  the  intention  of  making  it  a  public  library  as  soon 
as  possible.  An  employee  of  the  Commission  helped  in  the  or- 
ganization. 

Waukesha — Miss  Fannie  L,  Ells,  librarian. 

Andrew  Carnegie  gave  the  city  $15,000  for  a  library  building 
on  condition  that  the  city  appropriate  $1,500  a  year  for  its 
maintenance.     The  proposition  was  accepted,  a  site  chosen  in 
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the  City  Park,  and  plans  drawn  by  C.  C.  Anderson,  a  local  ar- 
chitect, have  been  accepted.  Over  $1,000  was  realized  for  the 
benefit  of  the  library  through  tlie  sale  of  medals  by  Henry  E. 
Osbom,  a  member  of  the  library  board. 

Waupaca — Miss  Winifred  Bailey^  librarian. 

The  Woman's  Club,  of  Waupaca,  compiled  and  published  a 
cook-book  for  the  benefit  of  the  library.  A  goodly  sum  WM 
realized. 

Waupun — Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Doncy,  librarian! 

The  librarA'  was  for  many  years  the  property  of  an  associftr 
tion  and  all  its  funds  were  from  subscriptions  or  book  rentah. 
In  November,  1895,  it  became  the  property  of  the  city  under 
an  arrangement  by  which  the  city  provided  nothing  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  library  except  a  room  and  lights,  and  the  Board 
appointed  for  its  management  had  no  alternative  but  to  continue 
its  operations  under  the  same  sul>scription  system.  This  was 
done  for  five  years,  the  roc>m  being  opened  on  Saturday  after- 
noon and  evening.  During  this  time  the  number  of  books  is- 
sued ranged  from  4,000  to  6,100  a  year,  taken  by  between  250 
to  300  readers.  In  the  spring  of  1900,  an  officer  of  the  Com- 
mission addressed  a  gathering  of  women  on  the  subject  of  mak- 
ing the  libra rv'  free  to  city  and  countrv-  patrons.  Aa  an  out- 
come of  the  mei^ting,  an  Alliance  was  organized,  composed  of  40 
mjemlx»rs  of  the  Stu<ly  Club  and  15  m(*mbers  of  the  Monday 
Club,  who  arrange<l  for  a  systematic  canvass  of  the  city  after 
having  contributed  what  they  could  from  their  own  resources. 
The  result  of  the  work  was  a  fund  of  $428.50.  The  Board  of 
Managei-s  thought  that  this  funrl,  with  the  balance  in  their 
hands  and  the  amounts  that  might  l)e  raised  by  entertainmentfl^ 
would  enable  tlu^m  to  make  the  librars'  free  for  two  years,  and' 
in  ^fovembor,  1000,  a  l>eginning  was  made.  The  rooms  weM,.. 
opened  on  the  aftonioons  and  evenings  of  Tuesday,  Thursday.' 
and  Saturday  of  each  week.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  the 
librarian's  record  showed  that  alK>ut  22,000  volumes  had  been 
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.  out  by  945  borrowers,  the  surprising  increase  evincing 
opularity  of  the  new  plan.  No  action  has  yet  been  taken 
ipplying  the  funds  that  will  be  needed  after  the  expiration 
e  current  year ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  City  Council  will 
adequate  appropriation. 

Watisanl'ee — Mrs.  L.  B.  Brooks,  librarian, 

le  Wausaukee  Free  Library  Building  or  "Social  Hall",  the 
)f  H.  P.  Bird  to  his  homo  town,  was  opened  in  May,  1902. 
structure  is  a  radical  departure  from  the  usual  form  of 
ry  building.  On  the  first  floor  are  found  a  lunch  room 
dining  room.  The  second  floor  contains  a  large  library 
reading  room,  stocked  with  1,000  volumes  and  a  plentiful 
ly  of  periodical  literature.  This  floor  also  contains  an 
cement  room.  In  the  basement,  provision  is  being  made 
L  bowling-alley  and  billiard  hall. 

r.  Bird's  attempt  at  a  solution  of  tlie  social  problem  of  a 
[  lumber  town  will  lx>  watched  with  interest. 

Wauiratosa — Mrs.  Agnes  B.  Boddis,  libraria7i. 

lis  library'  was  one  of  the  first  to  take  advantage  of  the  law 
li    enables    librar\^    l)oards   to  make    contracts    with  town 
is  entitling  residents  of  to^^'Tls  to  library  privileges.     The 
of  Wauwatosa  aj)propriated  $200  for  this  purpose. 

West  Bend — J//.s.s  Cora  Wolfrtiin,  librarian. 

le  West  Bend  Public  Librarv'  was  opened  by  the  Woman's 

of  the  city,  with  the  aid  of  the  Commission,  in  the  fall  of 

The  club  purchased  840  lx)<)ks  which  were  turned  over 

9  city,  with  $130  in  nionoy,  in  January,  1902.  The  library 
2ated  in  a  fine  room  in  tho  new  city  hall.  Its  privileges 
•ree  to  farmers. 

Whifehall — 0.  Eogan,  librarian. 

10  library  receives  an  aj)propriation  of  $200  a  year  from 
illage  and  $50  from  the  UnMi  of  Lincoln  in  which  the  vil- 
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lage  is  situated.  The  library  board  has  renewed  the  contract 
with  a  telephone  company  and  now  receives  $250  a  year  for 
rental  and  operator  service,  and  the  board  hire  a  librarian  to  do 
all  the  work  and  furnish  fuel  at  $325.  The  walls  of  the  library 
have  been  tinted  recently  ^nd  the  pictures  rearranged. 

^Yhite^vater — Miss  Ella  Haniilion,  librarian, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Cook,  of  Whitewater,  have  given  the  li- 
brary a  book  fund  of  $3,000  as  a  memorial  to  their  daughter. 
The  \^Tiitewator  Loan  and  Building  Association  gave  $112  for 
the  purchase  r»f  lx)oks.  A  Lecture  Association  gave  $170  for  a 
like  purpose  and  the  City  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  appro- 
priated $50  for  the  binding  fund.  Miss  Flavia  White,  a  former 
resident,  left  a  bequest  of  $17,000  for  a  library  building. 

Th(^  assistant  librarian  was  a  student  at  the  Summer  Library 
School  of  1901. 

SUMMARY   OF   LIBRARY    PROGRESS. 

From  the  above  reports,  and  other  matter  sent  to  the  Commis- 
sion but  not  printed,  it  will  he  seen  that  there  are  a  few  very 
marked  features  in  the  two  years'  development. 

Library  buildings. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  period  is  the  building  of 
libraries  iiuule  possible  by  gifts  from  Mr.  Carnegie  and  from 
generous  citizens.  Xever  l)efore  has  there  been  such  an  era  of 
library  building,  and  consequently  such  a  strong  interest  in  the 
future  development,  needs,  metluxls  and  equipment  of  libraries. 
The  Conunissiou  has  given  much  time  to  this  question  of  library 
plans,  and  great  demands  for  assistance  and  advice  have  been 
made  upon  its  fhffieei's.  The  lack  of  adequate  literature  on  this 
subject  lias  made  personal  attention  necessary. 

Trained  librarians. 

^lost  important  for  the  future  is  the  fact  that  it  has  become 
the  general  eustc^m  to  send  librarians  to  summer  school  or  to 
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employ  trained  librarians.  Following  this,  and  infieparably 
connected  with  it,  is  the  introduction  of  the  apprentice  system 
into  public  libraries.  The  results  of  rigid  requirements  in  se- 
lection of  candidates  and  regular,  systematized  training  benefit 
both  the  library  and  the  apprentice.  Elsewhere  in  this  report 
a  statement  in  regard  to  the  status  of  training  may  be  found. 

Library  extension. 

Second  only  to  progress  in  the  matter  of  training  is  the  ex- 
tension of  public  library  privileges  to  farmei's  and  to  outside 
to^vns,  and  the  effort  made  to  reach  outlying  districts  of  cities 
by  means  of  stations  and  branches. 

Work  with  schools. 

Xext  in  order  of  interest  is  the  attempt  to  connect  the  work 
of  the  public  library  with  the  school.  Librarians  very  gener- 
ally give  talks  to  pupils  both  in  the  school  room  and  in  thfe  li- 
brarj\  Teachers  are  universally  given  special  privileges,  and 
the  number  of  books  allowed  them  varies  from  five  to  twenty, 
or,  as  many  libraries  rejwrt,  is  without  limit.  A  few  libraries 
report  school-duplicate  collections  established,  which  means  that 
they  send  cases  of  bocjks  to  the  schools  to  be  distributed  by  the 
teacher,  thus  making  each  school  room  a  branch  library. 

Sunday  opening. 

In  manufacturing  towns  and  others  where  a  large  number  of 
transients  are  found,  also  where  the  need  oi  a  counter-attraction 
to  the  low  resorts  is  felt,  the  public  lil>raries  very  generally  open 
their  reading  rooms  on  Sunday  aftenuMins.  A  special  attendant 
is  employed  for  this  time  and  no  extra  demand  is  made  upon  the 
librarian.  In  every  case  Sunday  o]x*ning  properly  managed  is 
voted  a  success. 

Book  selection. 

Monthly  orders  of  new  l)Ooks  are  now  the  rule,  and  the  few  li- 
braries  which  are  su[)plemonted  by  annual  or  semi-annual  pur- 
chases are  numbereil  among  the  dead  and  dying.  The  great 
advantages  of  fre^iuent  buying  are  felt  not  only  In-  the  public 
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but  by  the  librarian  who  then  receives  the  books  as  she  can  care 
for  them.  Better  selection  of  current  literature  is  made  possi- 
ble by  the  Buying  lists  issued  at  intervals  by  the  Commission. 
The  bibliographies,  also  published  by  the  Commission,  have 
made  it  possible  to  build  up  the  classes  carefully  and  system- 
atically. A  more  thoughtful  expenditure  of  book  funds  is  an 
improvement  very  generally  noted  and  the  efforts  of  the  Com- 
mission to  aid  in  this  work  are  mueh  appreciated.  One  of  the 
most  encouraging  things  in  tlie  work  is  the  tendency  to  buy 
only  the  best  lxx)ks,  those  w^liich  have  stood  the  test  of  time,  and, 
for  children  esjx^ially,  to  buy  many  copies  of  one  good  book 
rather  than  several  fair  lxM)ks. 

Books  in  foreign  languages. 

The  large  foreign  population  in  Wisconsin  is  considered  in 
library  administration.  Many  librarians  report  a  large  use  of 
German,  Xonvegian  and  Polish  Ix^oks  found  on  their -shelves. 
Trustees  no  longer  debate  the  question  of  buying  foreign  books, 
but  admit  the  best  literature  that  will  Ik?  read  in.  the  languages 
that  are  known  to  the  Iwrrowors  and  taxpavers.  Tbirtv-three 
public  libraries  are  stations  for  Gonnan  traveling  libraries  sent 
out  by  tlie  (Commission,  21  of  these  have  subscribed  $35  each 
to  the  fund  for  the  ])urchaso  of  these  libraries. 

Annual  reports. 

The  form  for  annual  statistical  reports  sent  out  by  the  Com- 
mission was  })roductive  of  good  results  in  that  it  brought  many 
librarians  to  a  realization  of  the  fact  that  the  business  methods 
of  their  libraries  nc^^ded  revising.  Statistics  will  now  be  more 
accurately  kept,  and  it  will  1k'  possible  to  make  valuable  com- 
parisons and  to  estimate  the  w<jrk  of  a  library  as  far  as  it  can 
1)0  shown  in  figun^s.  The  report,  called  attention  to  many  defi- 
ciencies in  administration,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  fiscal  year 
should  end  on  June  30.  Better  business  methods  are  being  in- 
augurated throughout  the  state,  not  only  as  regards  reports  and 
statistics,  but  also  in  organization  of  the  board,  pa^Tnent  of  bills 
and  making  budgets  to  ]^resent  to  the  council  when  asking  for 
appropriations. 
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Renting  collections. 

The  past  year  has  seen  the  introduction  of  renting  collections 
into  public  libraries.  As  the  demand  for  current  popular  fio- 
tion  has  increased,  it  has  been  impossible  for  the  libraries  to 
keep  pace  with  it  One  copy  of  a  new  book  is  often  entirely  in- 
sufficient, and  even  if  more  might  be  bought  from  the  general 
fund  it  would  often  not  be  advisable  as  the  ordinary  book  will 
be  mere  "lumber"  in  a  few  months.  To  satisfy  the  public  with- 
out encroaching  unduly  upon  regular  book  funds,  it  is  the  cus- 
tom to  buy  duplicate  copies  of  popular  new  books  in  the  library 
and  to  rent  them  for  one  or  two  cents  a  day.  This  in  no  way 
interferes  with  tlie  rqsrular  circulation  and  lessens  the  pressure 
on  library  copies,  so  that  people  who  do  not  ^vish  to  pay  have  a 
better  chance  to  get  the  new  books.  Qn  the  other  hand,  it  makee 
it  possible  for  other  l)orrowers  to  have  books  promptly.  The 
collection  pays  for  itself  in  a  short  time.  In  every  case  the 
experiment  has  proved  a  success  and  is  very  popular  with  li- 
brary patrons. 

Better  boolcs  being  read. 

From  many  to\vns  there  are  reports  of  a  greatly  increased  cir- 
culation, due  to  stimulating  interest  through  exhibits,  talks, 
newspaper  articles,  etc.  By  far  the  must  encouraging  reports 
are  those  which  have  to  do  with  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
books  read.  Tliere  is  a  steadily  increasing  demand  for  good 
literature  fostered  bv  the  wis(^  librarian  and  catered  to  by 
thoughtful  book  committc^es. 

Technical  improvennents. 

Decided  improvement  in  t>ochnical  libraiy  work  may  be  re- 
ported. In  a  few  instaiu*o.s  all  of  the  time  that  could  be  spared 
from  routine  work  has  In^^n  given  to  work  on  a  new  charging 
system  which  may  lx»  operated  with  accuracy  and  sikmxI.  The 
binding  is  decidedly  W^ter  and  affects  the  general  appearance 
of  the  library.  Commission  offic^Mvs  liave  given  much  time  and 
thought  to  the  matter  of  book  binding  and  aside  from  helping  the 
libraries  in  specifications  have  worked  with  a  few  binders  in 
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the  state  to  raise  the  standard  of  library  binding,  in  respect  both 
to  strength  and  finish. 

Library  supplies. 

An  especial  effoit  has  Ix'on  made  to  obtain  a  better  grade  of 
the  ordinary  supplies  constantly  in  use  in  every  library  great 
or  small,  and  to  obtain  them  at  reasonable  prices.  The  smaller 
libraries  of  the  state  could  not  afford  to  buy  the  supplies  of- 
fered by  the  large  houses  and  still  they  must  have  supplies. 
The  aim  has  been  to  simplify  and  perfect  the  forms  used  and 
to  obtain  durable  inexpensive  stock.  After  a  long  series  of  ex- 
periments local  companies  have  succeeded  in  satisfying  the  de- 
mand * 

Libraries  affected  by  smallpox  epidemic. 

Many  libraries  have  been  closed  for  weeks  during  the  past  two 
years  on  account  of  the  small pc^x  epidemic.  This  accounts  for 
the  decrease  in  circulation  in  a  large  number  of  towns. 
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By  Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  Chief  of  Document  Department  of  New  York 

Public  Library. 

The  attitude  of  the  average  librarian  today  toward  documents 
is  that  of  the  paleontologist  toward  structural  zoology  before  the 
study  of  constructive  anatomy  had  been  formulated.  The  pe- 
culiarity of  documents,  as  books,  is  their  relation  one  to  another. 
When  we  lose  sight  of  this,  and  hold  in  one  hand  only  a  minute 
fragment  of  a  complex  whole,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  we 
encounter  puzzling  obstacles  ? 

There  are  then  two  alteraativos  for  the  librarian  facing  the 
question  of  public  dotnmients:  either  he  must  l)ecome  a  student 
of  the  constructive  anatomy  of  civic  administration,  or  he  must 
be  content  to  confine  his  use  of  documents,  as  fragments,  to  an 
exhibition  of  them,  together  with  his  other  specimens  of  litera- 
ture on  his  cabinet  sliolves.  P(Thaps  if,  when  speaking  of  pub- 
lic documents,  we  did  not  lose  sight  so  alisolutely  of  the  fact  that 
documents  are  but  an  expression  of  government,  government  in 
the  abstract  (not  only  of  tlie  United  States  government)  we 
might  be  in  a  position  more  readily  to  appreciate  their  signifi- 
cance. If  we  but  rememl)ei-e(l  that  organized  governments  such 
as  ours  is  today  have  existed  since  1789,  and  that  the  history  of 
unorganized  govemmentj>  follows  closely  the  inception  of  the 
familv  as  a  unit  of  societv,  and  that  so  soon  thereafter  as  the 
art  of  preserving  records  l»v  gra{)hic  means  was  invented  public 
documents  came  into  existence,  w^e  would  have  an  inkling  of  the 
immensity  of  the  study  of  public  documents.  A  royal  Assyrian 
proclamation,  inscribed  on  a  stone,  is  a  public  document;  a  Chi- 
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nese  ordinance  passed  thousands  of  years  ago,  providing  for  the 
establislinient  of  the  vast  system  of  public  roads  of  that  country, 
is  a  public  document ;  a  Phoenician  wax  tablet  containing  a  tariff 
schedule  is  a  public  document;  Egyptian  hieroglyphics  decorat- 
ing the  walls  of  a  tomb  and  representing  a  regal  decree,  make  in 
effect  a  public  document. 

Public  documents  exist  wherever  civic  organization  has  taken 
place  in  a  civilization  having  invented  the  art  of  graphic  expres- 
sion. As  in  the  nomenclature  of  other  social  developments  so 
we  have  in  that  of  public  documents  a  reminder  of  their  evolu- 
tion. Notable  are  the  Pipe  Eolls  of  Great  Britain,  about  the- 
true  origin  of  which  there  is  a  division  of  opinion,  it  being 
maintained  on  the  one  hand  that  these  early  finance  reports  were 
so  called  because  the  acc^ounts  on  rolls,  like  a  pipe  or  conduit, 
encompassed  the  income  and  outgo  of  the  country's  wealth ;  and 
on  the  other  hand  it  is  maintained  that  thev  received  the  name 
because  the  acx?ounts  were  inscribed  on  huge  skins  and  ^vere 
rolled  up  when  not  in  use,  representing  in  contour  a  pipe.  In 
France  the  repository  of  govenimont  archives  is  today  called 
Tresor  des  C^hart-s,  which  was  the  name  the  old  kings  who  lived 
in  the  saddle  gave  to. the  name  of  the  coffer  holding  the  royal  seal 
and  official  parchments,  and  which  they  carried  about  with  them 
from  battle  to  battle. 

Without  going  l>eyond  tlie  era  of  organic  administration  be- 
ginning in  1781),  the  complexity  of  the  construction  of  the  study 
of  public  documents  may  1k^  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  there  are 
in  existence  today  *>5  federal  publishing  lx>dies  other  than  that- 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  there  are  74r3  local  publishing 
l)odies  rvther  than  the  half  hundred  American  commonwealths, 
and  that  there  are  153  colonial  publishing  lx)dies  other  than  the 
three  American  colonics,  and  of  municipal  publishing  bodies  the 
name  is  lecrion.     The  extent  of  the  studv  mav  be  further  illus- 
trated  by  the  statement  that  each  one  of  these  36  federal  bodies, 
and  74f]  local  Ix^dios  oy>oratos  ujxyn  practically  the  same  political 
basis.  They  are  all  agn^od  as  to  an  organic  act,  which  they  pub^ 
lish  and  call  a  constitution,  the  result  of  the  study  of  which  i* 
called  c»>nstitutional  history;  they  all  promulgate  certain  deci-' 
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sions  for  the  public  welfare  which  they  call  laws,  the  result  of 
the  study  of  which  is  called  the  study  of  comparative  legislation ; 
they  are  all  conducted  by  a  representative  body,  the  result  of  the 
study  of  whose  deliberations  is  called  parliamentary  history ;  to 
administer  the  provisions  of  the  representative  body,  each  of 
these  36  federal,  793  local  and  156  colonial  governments  has  in- 
stituted a  relatively  similar  system  of  executive  offices,  the  result 
of  the  study  of  which  is  called  comparative  administrative  law. 

A  collection  of  public  documents  may  then  be  either  legal, 
and  contain  only  the  laws  of  one  or  more  governments ;  or  it  may 
be  parliamentary,  and  contain  only  the  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings of  one  or  more  governments ;  or  it  may  be  administrative, 
and  contain  only  the  executive  reports  of  the  administrative  de- 
partment's of  cne'or  more  governments.  An  administrative  collec- 
tion again  may  be  further  subdivided,  for  it  may  be  the  purpose 
of  its  promoters  to  collect  particularly  the  literature  on  the  eco- 
nomic interests  of  the  civic  administration,  or  on  the  prudential 
interests,  or  on  the  protective  interests.  So  there  may  be  li- 
braries which  are  strong  in  financial  and  commercial  reports  of 
one  or  more  governments,  libraries  which  are  strong  in  insurance 
reports,  education  reports,  reports  on  penal  institutions  of  one  or 
more  governments,  or  lil)raries  which  are  strong  in  reports  on 
the  preservation  of  public  health,  the  improvement  of  public 
comfort,  by  the  maintenance  of  good  roads,  good  lighting,  perfect 
sanitation,  the  establishment  of  parks,  etc.,  of  one  or  more  gov- 
ernments. Looking  then  at  the  question  of  public  documents 
as  it  is  related  to  the  work  of  the  American  librarian,  I  may  be 
permitted  here  to  make  again  the  statement  that  we  will  continue 
to  experience  difficulty  in  the  handling  of  these  documents  so 
long  as  our  conception  of  their  relation  to  government  in  general 
and  the  relation  of  any  one  document  to  the  organization  of  the 
country  publishing  that  document  is  not  clear.  It  is  not  at  all 
necessary,  though  it  would  be  well,  that  we  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  intricacies  of  political  administration ;  but  a 
gemeral  understanding  of  the  fundamental  principles  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  handle  documents  satisfactorily. 

The  aniversal  comment  of  librarians  concerning  documents  is. 
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'*IIere  we  have  all  this  valuable  material  stowed  awav  and  no 
one  can  ^et  at  ir.  fiverv  <lay  brings  us  more.  Of  course,  not 
knowing  what  it  i<,  we  must  keep  all  that  comes  until  we  do  find 
out  what  it  is.-'  And  then  the  greatness  and  the  glory  of  the 
countr\'  is  (*>:i)atiat4Ml  upon,  l>eeause  it  overwhelms  a  great  and 
glorious  j)f^>p]e  with  a  wealth  of  valuable  literature.  Of  course, 
theoretically,  it  is  very  fine  to  know  that  our  country  is  so  gen- 
erous in  the  (listrihnti«»n  of  valuable  literature  that  there  is  not  a 
schrx^>l  child  in  the  land  that  can  not  have  a  Smithsonian  report 
so  that  it  nuiy  write  a  (Maujxjsition  on  Indian  mounds,  etc.  The 
idea  of  the  provision  f<»r  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  its 
people  by  a  irovenunent  is  very  beautiful,  but  in  this  particular 
instaiKM*,  viz.:  the  nuans  by  which  this  diffusion  is  brought 
alx;ut,  tliere  is  (piite  another  side  to  the  question.  Imagine  a 
storehouse*  of  Iniok^  at  the  present  moment  more  than  twice  as 
large  as  the  \Visc«'nsin  Historical  Society's  library,  and  being 
augmentc(]  at  the  ratio  of  r»oO  ])er  cent,  every  six  years,  im- 
agine such  a  collect  i(»n  la*oken  up  every  year  among  540  libraries, 
which  liuvc  in  the  first  jdace  no  voice  whether  to  take  or  leave, 
in  the  sccothI  place.no  choice  whatever  in  ^vhat  to  take  or  leave, 
and  which  in  the  third  |)lace  are  left  to  defray  the  entire  expense 
of  the  ])re])aralion,  storing  and  care  of  this  unsolicited  gift,  and 
yon  have  a  <rcn(.Tal  ])icture  of  a  <rovernment  depository.  At  the 
time  of  ilie  5(;t]i  coniiTcssional  session,  the  distribution  to  depos- 
itory libraries  efpinllcd  r»2T  volumes  a  year  to  a  library,  eating 
up  on  an  average  •><>  feet  of  shcdvinir.  The  larger  proportion  of 
dei)ositorv  lil>raries  are  libraries  of  between  10,000  and  25,000 
volumes,  a  lar^e  j>er  cent,  are  li]>raries  of  under  5,000  volumes, 
sacriiicin*r  '^0  feet  of  >li(dving  a  congress.  Has  it  ever  occurred 
to  a  librarian  of  a  library  of  say  2,000  volumes,  supported  by  the 
town  say  at  $tiOO  ,)r  $1,000  a  year,  to  question  the  propriety  of 
asking  llie  tov/n  to  pay  storage  and  sc^rvice  for  material  practi- 
cally useless  to  that  library  ?  Has  the  solution  never  suggested 
itself  to  you  i  Have  you  never  thought  that  if  you  were  given 
the  option  of  selection,  the  effect  desired  might  be  attained  with 
far  greater  satisfaction  ?  Have  you  ever  questioned  the  reason 
of  the  present  system  of  maintaining  federal  warehouses  at  local 
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xpense  ?  Is  the  compensation  for  you  adequate  ?  All  these 
re  pertinent  questions  to  the  librarian  and  they  touch  the  very 
eart  and  core  of  the  so-called  "vexed  question." 

To  keep  alive  the  present  system  of  distribution  the  American 
ovemment  maintains  today  the  largest  printing  plant  in  the 
rorld,  costing  $5,300,000  a  year,  the  salaries  alone  amounting  to 
3,750,000.  The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
or  1000  alone  cost  $148,000;  1,600  people  were  employed  at 
total  amount  of  $91,200 ;  500,000  copies  were  printed,  requir- 
ig  3,700  reams  of  100-lb,  book  paper  24x38  inches ;  590,000 
)S.  of  48-lb.  machine  finish  paper,  24x38  inches;  20  bbls.  of 
our,  3,500  lbs.  of  glue,  and  700  pkgs.  of  gold  leaf,  costing 
4,000.-^ 

The  point  is,  does  this  enormous  amount  of  money  expended 
Q  the  part  of  the  federal  government,  together  with  the  expend- 
iire  for  maintenance  on  the  part  of  the  local  warehouses,  rep- 
*sent  in  all  cases  an  expenditure  wisely  directed  ?  You  are 
ot  interested  in  documents,  you  are  interested  in  a  quantity  of 
laterial  foisted  iipon  you,  which  is  in  your  way,  which  you 
esitate  to  return  to  its  donor,  alx>ut  the  unquenchable  source  of 
hich  you  are  very  much  in  the  dark,  and  it  is  your  complacency 
1  permitting  yourself  to  remain  in  the  dark  on  this  subject  that 
as  now  resulted  in  the  "vexed  question  of  public  documents." 
t  is  not  the  large  libraries,  with  facilities,  who  are  j)erplexed 
y  the  problem,  but  it  is  the  small  librarv-,  with  limited  means, 
>  whom  this  indiscriminate  continuous  donation  is  an  embar- 
assment.  The  incongruity  of  a  system  that  will  give  to  a  li- 
rary  of  300,000  volumes  the  same  service  that  it  gives  to  a  li- 
rary  of  3,000  volumes,  is  too  evident  to  Ik?  c/immeiitod  upon. 
'here  is  no  relief  for  you  unless  you  take  the  initiative  step  to 
ring  alx)iit  a  change  in  the  law  which  provides  for  unifonn  dis- 
ribution  based  upon  proportional  reprcsc^ntation.  So  long  as 
ou  are  content  to  rest  undcu*  the  ()peratit)n  of  this  law,  so  long 
rill  you  continue  to  have  with  you  the  vexed  (piestion  of  public 
ocuments.  '  There  is  no  s<vlution  possible  so  long  as  the  law  as 


^Annual  report  of  PubUc  Printer,  1900. 
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it  stands  today  continues  in  operation.  The  service  to  libraries 
should  bo  graded,  suitable  to  the  demands  of  the  library,  and 
should  bo  ba;sed  upon  geographic  relation.  You  observe  I  do  not 
so  mucl^  advocate  retrenched  distribution  as  rational  distribution. 

Second  only  to  tho  method  of  distribution  in  causing  annoy- 
ance to  libraries  is  tho  method  of  "make  up."  As  you 
know,  tho  government  issues  two  editions  of  its  publications, 
the  congressional  or  sheep,  and  the  department  or  cloth  edition. 
Both  of  these  editions  are  on  the  list  sent  to  depositories,  and 
this  duplication  embarrasses  you  with  the  question  of  whether 
to  keep  both  editions  intact,  and  so  maintain  a  duplicate  set 
of  little  used  material,  or  whether  to  keep  only  one,  and  if  only 
one,  which  one?  This  is  not  a  question  which  ought  to  come 
to  you  at  all.  In  only  the  rarest  of  cases  are  you  called  upon 
to  readjust  a  set  of  private  publications  to  meet  conveniences 
of  shelving.  Documents,  if  issued  for  use  by  libraries,  should 
bo  issiK^l  in  eustomiirv  lil>rar\'  editions,  and  should  be  held 
subject  to  tho  demand  of  a  library.  I  have  not  decided  in  my 
own  mind  whether  I  would  rec»ommend  the  abstraction  from 
tho  sheep  set  of  all  reports  other  than  committee  reports,  me- 
morials, petitions,  ete.,  printing  them  in  a  bureau  edition,  and 
distributing  theiii  in  this  form  to  depositories,  and  reserving 
the  (loUected  etauinittee  and  other  reports  from  general  dis- 
tribution, or  whether  it  were  Ix^st  to  continue  a  congressional 
edition  jjs  it  is  made  uj>  to-day,  and  depositing  this  in  eight  or 
ten  of  \:hv  largt'st,  librarios  over  the  eountrj',  and  distributing 
only  the  de]Kirtnient  and  bureau  r(*j)orts  to  libraries.  As  a 
rule  it  is  not  the  deportment  and  bureau  reports  that  are  as 
much  in  demand  in  a  librars-  where  d<KMnnents  are  used  at  all, 
as  it  is  the  current  committcH:^  reports  u]v>n  questions  being  now 
discussed  in  Congress.  Tluse  it  is  wliich  the  college  library 
and  the  lar^icer  public  libraries  want  as  «s<x»n  as  they  can  get 
them,  and  these  it  is  which  are  servcnl  jo  them  at  the  largest 
possible  interval  of  time. 

It  is  tluMi  the  present  system  i>{  distribution  and  the  present 
svstem  of  makeu]>  which  ai-e  the  real  causes  of  your  difficulty 
in  handling  pulJic  diK'uments.       If  yon  are  seriously  incon- 
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venienced,  and  find  that  yon  are  struggling  under  a  burden  un- 
justly imposed  upon  you,  you  have  several  alternatives.     You 
may  ask  to  be  reliev^ed  of  all  depositor^'  designation.     In  tliis 
case  you  would  need  to  make  application  to  your  representa- 
tive for   all  documents    of  which   you  want   u  C()py,    and  you 
would  stand  a  reasonably  certain  chance  of  getting  as  much  as 
would  be  good  for  you ;  or,  you  might  address  a  remonstrance 
against  the  imposition  to  your  representative,  asking  him  to 
refer  it  to  the  proper  committc?e.     It  is  possible  that  a  number 
of  such    remonstrances    might  bring  alx>ut    a  hearing   on  the 
question  before  the  committee,   and  the  determination  of  the 
distribution   revert   to  the  librarian.     The    Superintendent  of 
Documents  has  at  present  no  authority  to  issue  documents  to 
libraries  generally  on  selection,  and  under  the  code  you  must 
take  all    or  notliing.     The   matter   of  cataloging   pul)lic  docu- 
ments, were  the  distribution  and  makeup  simplified,  would  be 
attended  with  no  more  difliculty  than  is  the  cataloging  of  any 
corporation  publication. 

I  do  not  want  to  give  you  the  impression  that  I  undervalue 
or  underappre(»iate  the  public  documents,  for  I  do  not.  As  a 
class  of  books,  it  is  by  far  the  most  important  in  existence. 
Public  documents  are  the  record  of  the  birth  of  history.  All 
over  the  world  for  hundnnls  c^f  years  coimtric^  have  ])een  oc- 
cupied in  keeping  these  birth  rtvords.  and  a  library  of  t^^-day 
liaving  the  means  to  collect  a  set  of  these  l>irtli  ni-ords,  would 
^"aise  a  monument  more  nuigiiiticent  than  any  ever  erected. 
-Bancroft  has  very  elo<piently  expressinl  hiiiist'lf  on  this  sul>- 
J©ct  when  he  savs:     '^t  is  l)ec^ause  God  is  visible  in  history 

^'hat  its  office  is  the  nobh^st  (weept  that  of  the  poet 

T^him  and  to  him  alone  history  yields  in  dignity;  for  she  not 
^^ly  watches  the  great  encountcM-s  of  life,  but  re(»alls  what 
had  vanished,  and  partaking  of  a  bliss  like  that  of  creating, 
l^tores  it  to  animate  being.  .  .  But  history,  as  she  reclines 
^^  the  lap  of  eternity,  sees  the  mind  of  hnnianity  it.s<df  en- 
^^€'^  in  formative  efforts,  promulgating  laws,  organizing  com- 
^Jix^ealths,  constructing  sciences.      ...     Of  all  pursuits 
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that  require  analysis,    history  therefore    stands  first"  *     But 
a  public  document  in  general,  as  reflecting  this  conception  of 
history,  and  public  documents  as  seen  only  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  incumlx^nt  of  "a  United  States  government  depos- 
itory, are  two  very  different  points  of  view.     The  mere  fact 
that  among  American  librarians  the  tenn  ^'public  documents" 
has  come  to  signify  only  the  publications  of  the  United  States 
federal  government,  is  a  commentary  on  the  enormity  of  lie 
incubus.     For  if  you  really  regarded  public  documents  as  hav- 
ing the  great  value  which  you  only  assume  they  have,  we  would 
have  a  larger  number  of  perfect  files  of  state  documents  and 
of  city  documents.     A  public  dcxnunent  does  not  lose  historic 
value  merely  l>ecause  it  is  not  a  public  document  of  the  United 
States  federal    government,    and  I  venture    to  say    that  those 
public   libraries,  supported    by  public  taxation,    which  have  a 
file  of  the  town  do(Miments,  or  even  an  attempt  at  u  record  of 
what  constitutes  such  a  file,  is  a  verv  small  number  indeed. 

If  you  are  really  interested  in  public  documents,  in  your  li- 
brary, and  in  your  comlnunity,  there  is  no  one  piece  of  work 
vou  could  do  which  would  further  these  interests  more  than 
the  beginning  at  once  of  the  collection  of  a  file  of  your  to\ni 
document;?.  There  is  in  a  city  no  more  appropriate  place  than 
its  public  librars'  for  such  a  collection,  and  no  more  worthy 
work  for  a  public  librarian  to  have  accomplished  than  to  he 
able  to  bequeath  to  a  city  a  record  of  its  official  life.  City  offi- 
cers are  as  a  general  thing  very  negligent  about  preserving 
files  of  office  imports,  but  by  constant  inquirj^  at  the  city  offices, 
rummaging  in  swond-hand  shops,  dunning  newspaper  offices, 
making  friends  with  tlic  old  inhabitants,  you  will  set  to  work 
mysterious  forces  which  presently  will  materialize  in  the  be- 
ginnings of  a  collection  of  city  documents.  There  are  pubhc 
library^  trustees  who  are  prone  to  frown  at  first  upon  such  a 
suggestion,  but  who,  when  the  collection  has  been  enriched  by 
a  gift  or  two,  may  l)e  detected,  when  touring  a  visiting  trustee 


♦OratlocQ  deUvered  at  the  semi-centennial  celebratloa  ol  the  founding 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  Nov.  20,  1854. 
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over  the  librarv',  saying  to  him,  "Yes,  and  this  little  book  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Blank,  who  has  lived  here  thirty  years  and  who 
found  it  among  his  father's  books.  No  one  else  here  seems  to 
remember  having  seen  a  copy.  It  is  an  original  print  of  the 
first  to^vIl  charter.  You  see  we  have  had  it  specially  bound. 
Our  librarian  is  much  interested  in  developing  this  eollection.^^ 
There  is  another  argument  in  favor  of  local  collection.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  study  of  comparative  constitutional  his- 
tory has  been  siipersodeil  by  the  study  of  comparative  admin- 
istration. The  staple  sources,  outside  of  fugitive  pamphlets, 
are  the  neu^spapers  and  the  documents.  Newspapers  are  now 
being  pretty  generally  preserved,  and  if  a  plea  for  documents 
can  be  made  sufficiently  convincing  and  repeated  with  suffi- 
cient frequency,  it  may  be  that  librarians  will  in  time  come  to 
realize  the  importance  of  collecting  local  material. 
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Madison,  Wis.,  May  3,  1901. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Coirunission  was  held  in  the  Capitol, 
at  2  p.  M.  on  the  above  date,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  by  Chairman 
Stout.  Present,  Chaimian  Stout  and  Commissioners  Morrifl 
and  Harvey — 3.  Al)sent^  Commissioners  Adams  and  Thwaites 
— 2.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

U}X)ii  motion  of  Com.  Morris  the  rules  were  suspended  and 
it  was  votx^d  that  this  special  meeting  should  be  considered  the 
annual  meeting  for  the  present  year. 

Com.  IIar\^ey  moved  tliat  Com.  Stout  be  elected  Chairman 
for  the  ensuing  year  and  that  Com.  Thwaites  be  elected  Vio^ 
chairman  and  F.  A.  ITutchins,  Secretarv.     Voted. 

Com.  ]\r(^rris  moved  that  the  salaries  of  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns, 
Organizer,  and  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin,  Instructor,  be  made 
$1,400  per  annum.     Voted. 

Miss  K.  I.  MacDonald  was  elected  Assistant  Secretary  at  a 
salary  to  be  fixed  in-  thc^  Cliairman  and  Secretary. 

The  SecT(4arv,  Instructor  and  Organizer  made  verbal  reports 
upon  their  work  during  the  past  year. 

Com.  Ilarvoy  moved  that  the  meeting  adjourn.     Voted. 

F.  A.  Hutchins^ 

Secretary. 


MINUTES. 
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Madison^  Wis.,  June  7,  1902- 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Commission  was  held  in  its  rooms, 
on  the  above  date,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  by  the  chairman. 
Present,  Commissioners  Stout,  Thwaites,  Harvey  and  Morris. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Com.  Harvey  the  rules  were  suspended  and  it 
was  voted  that  this  special  meeting  be  considered  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  present  year. 

Com.  Harvey  moved  that  Com.  Stout  be  elected  Chairman  for 
the  ensuing  year.     Carried. 

Com.  Morris  moved  that  Com.  Thwaites  he  elected  Vice- 
chairman.     Carried. 

Upon  motion  of  Com.  Thwaites,  F.  A.  Hutchins  was  elected 
'Secretary. 

The  SecreCary,  Organizer  and  Instructor  made  verbal  reports 
of  their  work  during  the  past  year  and  were  instructed  to  pre- 
pare the  essential  facts  presented  for  publication  in  the  forth- 
coming biennial  report. 

Com.  Thwaites  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  instructed 
to  represent  officially  the  Conmiission  at  the  forthcoming  meetr 
ing  of  the  American  Library  Association  to  be  held  at  Magnolia, 
Mass.,  during  the  present  month. 

Upon  motion  of  Com.  Morris  tho  meeting  adjourned. 

F.  A.  Hutchins^ 

Secretary, 
5 
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FREE  LIBRARIES  SUPPORTED  WHOLLY  BY  INDIVIDUAIiS. 


Town. 

When 
found- 
ed. 

Donor. 

Vols. 

Clren- 
lation. 

19.010 

3.S66 

'"i,*875 

Librarian. 

Ashland 

Menomoniei 

Moeinee 

Tomahawk 

Wansaukee 

18«7 
1800 
1809 
1807 
1902 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaughn. 
Andrew  Taintor    . . 

JoHeph  Dessert 

W.  fl.  Bradley 

H.P.  Bird 

4,802 

7.964 

918 

741 

1,014 

TryphenaG.MitehaU. 
SteUa  Lucas. 
Mary  MeLane. 
C.  A.  Veiteh. 
Lnoy  W.  Brooks. 

City  now  aids. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  SUPPORTED  FROM  SCHOOL 

FUNDS. 


Town. 

When 
found- 
ed. 

Vols. 

Circu- 
lation. 

•     Librarian. 

• 

Berlin 

2,008 
1,096 
4,991 

5,973 
15,891 

L.  M.  Kraece. 
Mm.  "R.  c.  Randall- 

Brodbead 

1889 

Monroe 

1876 

Katherine  A.  Smo«k. 

FREE  ASSOCIATION  LIBRARIES. 


Town. 


Qfllepvillo 

Mineral  Point..  .. 
North  (ireenfli'hi 

Ocononiowoc 

Port  Washington 

Prescott 

Rib  Lake 


Librarians. 


B.  Mae  Currier. 
Mrs.  March  Chase. 
Carl  Conrad, 
(labriella  Ackley. 
E.  R.  Smith. 
E.  H.  Wallace. 
Edith  J.  Soott. 


LIBRAKIES  IN    STATE    INSTITUTIONS. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  LIBRARIES. 


Town. 


Elkhart  Lake.... 

OUmantOD 

Olenbeulah 

Makwooago 

Racine  Junction . 

Token  Creek 

Tomah 

Waterloo 

Westfleld 


When 

fonnd- 

ed. 


Vols. 


IbO.'i 
lb65 


1881 


18B6 
190! 
1885 


Circu- 
lation. 


Librarian. 


1,256 
409 


1.165 


Joseph  A.  Flath. 


Caroline  Voswinkel. 
Ida  H.  Gibson. 


LIBRARIES  IN  STATE  INSTITUTIONS. 


Name  of  Library. 


City. 


Vols. 


State  (Law)' 

State  Hiiitorical  Society  > 

State  University 

Academy.of  Sciences,  Arts,  and 

Letters 

Normal  School 

Normal  School   

Normal  School 

Normal  School 

Normal  School 

Normal  School 

Normal  School 

InduHtrial  School  for  Boys  . . . 
Induf trial  School  for  Girls.. . . 
Northern  Hospital  for  Insane. 

State  Hospital  for  Insane 

State  Public  School 

School  for  the  Deaf 

School  for  the  Blind 

State  Prison 

State  Reformatory 

Veterans*  Home 


Madiscm 
Madison . 
Mudisun. 


Oi  P. 


Madison 

Milwaukee  ..  . 

D.'ihkosh 

Platteville.  . . . 

River  Falls...  . 

Stevens  l*oint. 

West  Superior 

Wliitewater 

Waukeslia. 

Milwaukee 

O.slikosti 

Madisou 

Spari  a 

Del  a  van 

Jaiiesville 

Waupun  . 

Greeu  Kay 

Waupaca 


37,453 
240,000 
75,  OU' 25,000 


5.000 
«,.^001 
»,078l 
7,0U01 

8,800, 
4,(H-0 
7,792 


Librarian. 


.lohn  R.  Berr>man. 
Isaac  S.  Bradlev. 
Walter  M.  Smith. 

L.  KahlenherK. 

Delia  (i.  Ovitz. 

Ella  G.  Pvrmela. 

Beo  Gardner. 

Caroline  Stlliman. 
j  Elizabeth  F.  Simpson. 

Mary  A.  Carpenter. 

Grace  E.  Salisbury. 
j  C.  O.  M erica. 
I  Emma  F.  Bland 

Helen  Pfund. 
Mrs.  M.T   Park. 
K   W.  Walker. 
A.  J.  Hutton. 
G.  W.  Pepper 
20()   ('.  M.  Bowrom. 
John  S    iiuward. 


2,750 


1  Total  of  volumes  and  pamphlets. 
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COLLEGE  OR  ACADEMY  LIBRARIES. 


Name  of  Library. 

1 

1 

i              City. 

1 

1 
1 

IP.  2-9,' 
2,00), 

26,5.^0, 
1,500' 
6,000 
2.MJ0 
5,HX)| 
H,  540, 
1.243' 

10.  OM); 
1,20<) 

1..50:h 

2.MU! 

]U.0«() 

9.9.5ui 

ii.wm 

4,  IKK) 

:^,o.'^> 

10. 00 J : 

1 

3,121:. 

3,000;. 

7'vM-  . 
4,91J* 
L.-iOO  . 
1,00(1  . 

1 

1 

Librarian. 

Lawri»nc<*  Univoraitv 

,  Apoleton 

. . .  ■ . . 

1 

..  ..1 

690; 

i.'ioo, 

1.000| 

1 



"5c6 

1 

Zelia  A.  Smith. 

North  \Vi.<con.-in  Academy 

Wayland  Acadeniy 

Boloit  Colletfo 

.  .Ashland   

,  r^eaver  Dam    

'  Htdoit 

M.  J.  Feneufrn 
Edwin  P.  Brown. 
Charles  .\.  Bacon. 

St.  Jultir.<  Military  .Academy  . 

Mi.SHum  HousM 

Hillsido  Home 

Delatteld 

Herman 

Hillside 

Milton 

J.  \V    (iros^huesch 

Milton  Coilt*»r« 

Edwin  Shaw. 

Concordia  CoHoko 

Gorman  Knelish  Academy. .  .. 

Maiquotte  ("ollese 

Milwaukee  .Academy 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Mt.  C?alvary i 

Na^hotah 

Prairie  du  Chien 

Hacine 

Racine i 

Kacino 

O.  Hatt8taedt. 

Vict<»r  Putt  on- 
Julius  H.  Pratt,  Jr. 

National     Geruuin-.American 

Teachers'  Seminary 

dt.  Lawrence  Colle^ro 

Na>hotah  House    

Sacred  Heart  C<)lle4;e 

Kacine  ( -ollej^e  

Home  ScluM)l 

St.  Catherine's  Academy 

Max  Grieh*ch 
Rev.  J   Uau.xmanu. 

Rev.  Heni^-  Lachnit. 
H.  D.  Robinson 

Ripon  Colli'Kd 

Catholic  Normal  Sch<H>'   and 
Pio  Nono  CoUoffe 

Kip<m 

St.  Francis  .. 

SinsiuawH 

Stoutrhtou ' 

Watertown      

Waiertowii 

Waukesha. 

C.  D.  Mar!*h. 
J   M.  Kasel. 

St.  Clara  Female  Academy 

Stouffhton  Academy 

North we.»<terii  t'niversity.  .   .    . 

Sacreil  Heart  (.'olleKO 

Carroll  College 

Dr.  J.  H.  Ott. 
M.  E.  James. 
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Letter  of  Transmittal 


Madison^  July  1,  1904. 
To  Hon.  Robert  M.  La  Follette, 

Governor: 

Sir: — 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  fifth 
hiennial  report  (100:>-1004)  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library 
Comniission,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  383a^ 
of  the  Wisconsin  Statutes  of  1808. 

Verv  respectfully, 

Jas.  H.  Stout, 

Chairman. 


Contents 


Pagfr 

Secbetabt's  Refobt   9 

Commission  losses  by  fire — Resignation  of  Secretary  Hutch- 
ins — What  the  Commission  has  accomplished — Actiyities  of 
the  Commission — County  systems  of  traveling  librariee— 
Future  work. 

Depabtme:7T  of  Traveuxg  Libraries 26 

English  libraries — German  libraries — Study  librariee — Sta- 
tions— Development  of  the  System — ^Notes  from  the  field. 

Departme:«t  of  LxsTRrcrioN  ^^ 

Summer  school — ^List  of  students — Library  institutes — ^New 
libraries  organized  and  old  libraries  reorganised — AssociSr 
tion  libraries — New  buildings — Publications — ^Printed  catalog 
cards — World's  fair  exhibit. 


Legislative  Reference  and  Dociment  Department 

Library  Meetings     

Appendix   

Extracts    from    library    reports — Free    libraries — Libraries  in 
state  institutions — Libraries  in  academies  and  colleges. 


52 
54 

5e 


i 


WISCONSIN  FREE   LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

In  the  depaxtrnent  reports,  appended  hereto,  will  be  found 
n  resume  of  the  activities  of  the  Oommission  for  the  biennial 
period  covered  by  this  reportt  Unfortunately,  it  Jias  beien' 
impossible  to  replace  some  of  the  records  lost  in  the  capitol 
fire,  last  February,  and  the  statistics  given  are  not  as  complete  oir 
comprehensive  as  they  would  otherwise  be.  The  Oommissioii' 
sustained  a  severe  loss  by  reason  of  this  fire,  not  only  as  regards 
the  records,  but  in  the  books  and  material  then  on.  hand^  and 
manuscript  copies  of  important  publications  contemplated. 
Much  timie  and  labor  had  been  expended  in  the  oompilatian  of 
an  index  to  the  publications  of  the  a^icultural  societies  and  ex- 
perimetnt  stations.  This  valuable  index  was  in  preparation  for 
the  printer  when  the  fire  occurred.  The  Document  detpartment, 
which  had  acquired  an  exceedingly  valuable  collection  of 
pamphlets  and  books,  was  entirely  diestroyed.  Much  of  the 
destrt>yed  material  cannot  be  replaced,  inasmuch,  as,  prior  to 
the  fire,  most  of  the  state  departments  had  transferred  to  the 
Docunuent  department  the  accumulated  files  gathered  for  years 
past.  Included  in  these  were  the  large  technical  documentary 
collections  of  the  state  commissioners  of  raili^)ads,  insurance 
and  statistics.  During  the  eight  years  of  the  Comlmission'a 
existence,  large  and  useful  collections  had  been  made  of  plans, 
photographs,  and  half-tone  engravings  of  library  buildings 
throughout  the  country,  bibliographies,  bioofcs  on  libnary 
economy,  bulletins,  deports,  blanks,  collections  of  children's 
books,  samples  of  bindings,  library  devices,  and  technical  tools 
2. 
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of  every  sort  All  of  these  collections,  many  ol  \^ich  were 
thought  to  be  the  best  extantt.  were  consumed.  Of  the  travel- 
ing libraries,  28  were  destroyed. 

Libraries  throughout  the  country^  responded  moet  generously 
to  the  request  for  material.  To  the  Carnegie  library  of 
Pittsburgh,  the  Commission  is  indebted  for  a  set  of  printed 
cards  for  1,000  children's  books.  The  New  York  state 
library-  sent  complete  files  of  its  own  publications  and  othenr 
library  literature.  The  public  libraries  of  Cleveland,  Provi- 
dence, Cincinnati,  and  many  othdr  cfitdes  aupplfied  ^valuable 
publications  The  library  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  made 
large  contributions  of  library  literature. 

Resignation  of  Secretary  Hutch  ins 

A  severe  loss  fto  the  C^jumiassion  and  to  all  the  library  in- 
terests of  Wisconsin,  was  sustained  in  the  resignation,  of  Mr. 
Frank  A.  Ilutchins  as  secretary.  The  wholehearted,  in- 
defatigable  and  effective  labors  of  Mr.  Hutchins  have  contrib- 
uted more  than  those  of  any  one  person  to  build  up  the  librar- 
ies of  the  state,  and  to  inculcate  the  true  library  spirit,  so  essen- 
tial to  the  intelligent  development  of  this  branch  of  educative 
work.  In  resolutions  spread  upon  tlieir  minutes,  upon  the 
ooc*asion'  of  his  retirejnent,  the  members  of  the  Commission 
have  recorded  their  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  the 
state  bv  Mr.  Ilutchins: 

"The  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  receives  the  resignation  of 
Secretary  Frank  A.  Hutchins  with  profound  regret,  and  accepts  the 
same  only  after  learning  with  sorrow  of  the  impossibility  of  his  being 
able  to  resume  work  within  a  definite  period;  and  even  then,  it  appears 
likely  that  he  may  be  forced  to  take  upon  himself  duties  of  a  less  stren- 
uous character. 

"In  officially  parting  with  Secretary  Hutchins,  the  Ck)mmis8ion  de- 
sires to  express  its  conviction  that  his  retirement  from  the  work  of 
library  advancement  in  Wisconsin  is  a  severe  loss  to  the  enterprise  in 
which  this  Conxmission  is  engaged.  He  was  practically  the  founder  of 
the  Commission,  the  organizer  of  its  work,  and  for  eight  years  has 
been  its  guiding  spirit.     Indeed,  during  the  entire  period  of  modem 
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library  development  in  this  state  he  has  been  its  chief  factor — ^both 
before  and  during  the  life  of  this  Commission.  His  enthusiasm,  hope- 
fulness and  ambitions  have  been  an  inspiration  to  all;  his  early  pro- 
jects and  dreams  have  been  the  lines  upon  which  the  Commission  baa 
sought  to  labor. 

"Not  only  does  the  Commission  lose  in  Mr.  Hutchins'  retirement  the 
wise  and  energetic  management  which  he  has  always  given  to  its  af- 
fairs, but  each  and  all  of  its  members  feel  that  there  has  withdrawn 
from  this  council  a  rare  personality,  which  inspired  confidence,  esteem 
and  love.  Into  his  retirement  he  carries  with  him  the  heartfelt  good 
wishes  of  the  Commissioners,  who  trust  that  time  and  rest  may  eventu- 
ally restore  him  to  sound  health."  , 

Work  of  the  First  Decade 

Xext  year  will  conclude  the  first  decade  of  the  Commission's 
work.  A  statistical  summary  of  what  has  been  accomplished 
during  that  period  follows : 

NUMBEB  OF  LiBRABIES: 

When  the  Connmission  was  established  in  1895  there  were  28  free 
public  libraries  in  the  state.  In  June,  1904,  this  number  had  increased 
to  126. 

Number  of  Buildinos: 

In  1895  but  3  libraries  in  the  state  were  housed  in  their  own  build- 
ings. In  June,  1904,  there  were  55  library  buildings  erected  or  pro- 
vided for. 

Money  fob  Buildings: 

The  total  amount  given  for  library  buildings  is  $2,291,300,  of  which 
Andrew  Carnegie  has  provided  $668,500. 

Trained  I^ibrarians 

When  the  Commission  was  estiiWished,  but  one  library  in 
the  state  employed  serv^ice  trained  in  profeesional  schools. 
There  are  now  20  libr.nrians  in  Wisconsin  from  library  ti'ain- 
ing  schools,  and  89  librarians  and  assistants  who  have  attended 
the  SiiinTfier  School,  (Y)ndncted  by  the  Commission. 

Traveling  Libraries 

Wr.en  the  Commission  Avas  established,  there  were  no  travel- 
ing libraries   ini   the   state.     In  June,    1004,  there   were  350, 
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not  including  those  circulated  by  several  women's  dube.  Of 
these,  the  number  circulated  directly  by  the  OoxDHmsBioii  and 
otherwise  is  as  follows: 

Total  number  of  libraries  circulated  by  Commission 186 

No.  of  libraries  in  county  systems  supported  by  tax 77 

No.  of  libraries  in  county  systems  supported  by  individuals....        87 

Total  number  of  libraries  in  circulation  in  the  state,  not 
including  those  circulated  by  clubs 350 

Duties  of  the  CJommission 

The  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  was  created  by  an 
act  of  the  legislature  of  1895.  Its  duties,  as  defined  in  this 
law  are  "to  give  advice  and  counsel  to  free  libraries  in  the 
state,  and  to  all  oomonunities  which  may  propose  to  /eatabliah 
them,  as  to  the  best  means  of  establishing  and  administeoring 
such  librarieis,  (the  seleetion  of  Ibooks,  (cataloging  and.  odier 
details  of  library  management." 

The  Oommission  proved  so  useful  during  its  first  year  of 
seivice,  that  tlie  next  legislature  provided  a  suitable  offioe  in 
the  icapitol,  (wtith-  ne|co8sary  iequipmenlt,  increafied  its  appro- 
priation and  added  to  its  duties  "to  aid  in  organizing  now 
libraries  or  in  improving  those  already  established."  THi0 
Commission  was  reorganized  under  the  amended  law,  April 
24,  1897. 

Library  Training 

The  experience  of  the  first  two  years  of  the  Comunission's 
existence  liad  demonstrated,  that  difficulty  lay,  not  in  starting 
libraries,  but  in  starting  them  right.  The  Commission  reo- 
ognized  tlie  futility  of  organizing  libraries  unless  with  good 
methods  which  should  be  carried  on  bv  efiioient  service.  To 
this  end,  a  Suimmer  School  for  Library  Training  was  insti- 
tuted, in  1895,  through  the  generosity  of  Senator  J.  H.  Stou^ 
and  continued  Ihrougli  1898,  in  connection  with  the  Smnftneir 
School  of  the  University  of  Wisoonsini,  at  Madison.     TSie  suo- 
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cesa  of  the  sdiool,  and  the  need  more  and  more  obvious,  of 
increasing  efficiency  of  service  in  libraries  of  the  staite,  led  to 
legislation  in  1899,  which  made  the  Summer  School  a  perma- 
nent institution  in  the  CJommission,  and  also  authorized  the 
holding  of  library  institutes  in  various  parts  of  the  state. 

State  Document  DEPAiiT^rENT 

In  1901,  the  l^islature  further  added  to  its  duties  by  direct- 
ing the  Commission  to  establish  a  legislative  reference  library 
for  the  use  of  state  officers,  members  of  legislature,  and  othera 
who  are  studying  the  growth  and  development  of  the  affaira 
and  institutions  of  the  state;  to  make  an  explanatory  check 
list  of  the  public  documents  of  the  state ;  to  assist  public  librar- 
ies in  completing  files  of  such  publications,  and  in  arranging 
them  so  as  to  be  of  use  to  citizens  of  their  several  localities. 

In  1903,  tbe  various  activities  of  the  Commission  had  grown 
to  such  an  extent  tliat  the  work  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
additional  facilities.  The  experiments  \vith  traveling  librar- 
ies for  six  years  had  demonstrated  their  unquestionable  value^ 
and  at  the  samie  time,  the  necessity  of  regular  appropriations 
for  books,  if  the  system  was  to  become  truly  effective  and 
successful.  Up  to  this  time,  the  books  for  traveling  libraries 
came  entirely  from  private  gift  and  subscriptions  of  small 
communities  receiving  the  libraries;  state  money  defrayed 
the  expemses  of  adn;inistration,  only,  For  the  puiifpose  of 
carrying  on  the  work  as  it  has  naturally  developed,  of  increas- 
ing the  efficiency  of  tlie  state  document  department^  and  of 
establishing  a  tit^veling  library  department  kvith  piermanent 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  books,  the  legislature  of  1903  cor- 
respondingly increased  the  former  appropriation. 

The  powers  of  the  Commission  are  purely  advisory.  In 
states  w^here  financial  aid  is  given  to  public  libraries,  the 
powers  of  the  central  body  are  mandatory  in  certain  respects. 
The  only  connection  in  which  the  Wisconsin  law  places  obli- 
gation on  the  libraries  toward  the  Commission,  is  in  the  mat- 
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ter  of  the  annual  report,  a  copy  of  which  miust  be  filed  with 
the  Commission.  The  function  of  the  Commission  is  to  en- 
courage interest  in  libraries,  to  establish  standards^  and  to 
build  up  an  effective  system. 

The  personnel  of  the  present  board  of  Commissioners  is  aa 
follows:  Chairman,  J.  H.  Stout,  of  Menomonie;  Vice  Chair- 
man, R.  G.  Thwaites,  Secretary  of  State  Historical  Society; 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Morris,  of  Berlin) ;  President  O.  R.  Van  Hise,  of 
the  University  of  Wisconsin;  State  Superintendent  O.  P.  Cary. 

The  present  staff  consists  of:  Henry  E.  Legler,  Secretary; 
Miss  L.  E.  Steams,  Library  Visitor;  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin, 
Instnictor ;  Mis«^  Katharine  I.  MacDonald,  Assistant  Secretary; 
Charles  McCarthy,  Librarian  of  Document  Department. 

Through  its  various  activities,  the  Commission  is  in  close 
touch  with  the  public  libraries  of  the  state,  and  is  in  an  excel- 
lent position  for  studying  their  conditions  and  needs.  As 
the  center  of  library  interests  of  the  state,  it  commands  a  sur- 
vey of  the  field  which  enables  it  to  see  the  defects  in  the  law 
disclosed  by  application  of  it  in  individual  oases,  and  to  work 
toward  ronio^lic^  that  will  result  in  the  l>est  possible  law  rela- 
tive^ to  libraries  of  all  kinds. 

CoLLECTIOX  OF  STATISTICS 

The  law  nH|iiircs  that  the  Ixjard  of  direc!tors  of  every  library 
in  the  state  shall  make  an  annual  re]X>rt  to  the  council,  or 
projx^r  board,  and  shall  send  one  copy  of  this  report  to  tlio 
Free  Lil^rary  Comniission.  By  means  of  this  report,  and 
through  sjx^eial  circulars  of  inquiry,  the  Commission  collects 
statistics  which  it  publishes,  and  which  have  proved  of  great 
practical  value  to  the  Coinmission  and  to  the  libraries  of  the 
state. 

in  ostahlisliiuu'  a  libnirv,  the  new  WkwA  is  confronted  with 
such  questions  ns  these:  How  much  money  is  necessary  to 
maintain  a  library  in  a  town  of  our  size?  What  part  of  the 
funds  should  l>e  devoted  to  purchase  of  books?     How  much 
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is  u&uallj  paid  the  librarian?  How  many  hours  ought  the 
libi^ary  to  be  open  ?  These,  and  many  more  questions  are 
definitely  and  specifically  answered  by  the  reports  of  libraries 
in  places  of  the  eamie  siza  Libraries  and  boards  of  trusteeB 
of  the  older  and  larger  libraries  may  gain  information  from 
the  same  source  regarding  any  branch  of  service  undertaken 
for  the  first  time,  such  as  deposit  stations,  school  duplicate 
libraries,  and  other  methods  of  reaching  and  helping  the 
public,  Comparison  of  statistics  of  circulation,  or  of  any 
actiWty,  in  different  libraries  creates  a  certain  wholesomie 
competition  which  tends  to  increase  efficiency  of  service,  and 
to  extend  privileges  of  the  public. 

Orgaj^ization  of  I^ew  Libraries 

In  the  organization  of  a  new  library,  the  Commissioin  offers 
such  advice  and  assistance  as  is  needed.  If  desired,  a  miem- 
ber  of  the  staff  is  sent  1o  meet  ^vith  the  newly  appointed  board, 
usually  made  up  of  busy  men,  anxious  to  make  the  library 
an  institution  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  commimity,  but  nat- 
urally knowing  little  about  how  to  accomplish  it.  Ali  ^s 
meeting,  information  is  given  as  to  the  amount  of  funds  neo- 
essar^'  for  the  support  of  the  library;  regarding  the  furniture, 
equipment  ajid  supplies;  explanation  is  made  of  library  ot- 
ganization  and  ndministration,  illustration  being  given  of  the 
utilitv  and  desirabilitv  of  the  best  technical  methods,  and  of 
accurate  business  records;  sug«:estions  are  made  as  to  the  by- 
laws for  the  board  of  clire<*tors,  the  hours  and  days  of  open- 
ing, and  many  other  points.  When  the  library  is  all  ready 
for  the  actual  work  of  organization,  the  Commission  gives  aid 
in  classifying  and  cataloging  the  books,  installing  a  simple 
and  effective  charirinc:  svsteni,  starting):  methodical  business 
methods — in  shorty  putting  the  library  on  a  thorough  working 
and  business  basis. 

« 

If  the  library  is  in  a  large  town  and  starts  with  a  generous 
support,   tlie  Commission  gives    advice  and   counsel,   suggests 
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a  trained  librarian,  oversees  the  organization  geneirally,  but 
does  not  do  the  actual  work.  In  cases  wherfe  less  funds  are 
available^  the  Commission  furnishes  the  service  but  expects 
the  library  to  bear  part  of  the  expense.  In  the  case  of  small 
libraries,  in  which  every  dollar  is  needed  for  books  and  run- 
ning expenses,  the  Commission  gives  the  time  of  its  organizer, 
believing  it  am  economy  to  have  the  proper  organization  and 
beet  library  methods  from  the  first. 

Eeorganization  of  Libraries 

The  reorganization  of  an  old  library  usually  entails  more 
labor  than  the  organization  at  first  hand.  It  is  more  difficult 
to  bring  about  a  realization  of  the  need  of  better  methods.  The 
librai^  has  run  along  in  the  old  way  so  long  that  there  seems 
to  be  little  reason  for  change ;  there  is  likely  to  be  a  feeling  that 
the  old  may  not  be  wholly  satisfactory,  but  the  new  is  untried. 
When  the  request  for  help  comes  to  the  Commission  the  first 
step  is  examination  of  the  library  in  detail,  the  choice  of  books 
and  general  balance  of  the  different  departments  of  literature, 
the  rooms,  the  rules  and  regulations,  the  classification,  the  equip' 
ment  and  records.  A  report  is  made  to  the  board,  with  sug- 
gestions for  improvement,  and  a  statement  of  what  assistance 
the  Commission  can  give  in  bringing  the  library  up  to  lie 
efficiency  that  should  Ix?  expected  of  it.  The  same  kind  of  as- 
sistance is  given  as  in  the  initial  organizationi  of  libraries,  the 
character  and  amoimt  of  such  assistance  being  determined  by 
the  individual  needs  of  tlie  library.  Old  records  are  adopted 
whenever  possible,  but  are  often  completely  made  over,  judg- 
ment and  experience  being  required  for  the  decision  how  much 
to  use  and  how  much  to  replace.  The  object  always  in  view  is 
to  make  the  library  the  most  useful  and  helpful  institution  pos- 
sible with  available  funds  and  service. 
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Visits 

Visits  are  made  the  libraries  fnam  time  to  time  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  aid  and  counsel  in  the  improvement  of  eodst- 
ing  methods  of  work;  in  planning  new  branches  of  service;  in 
choice  of  books,  building  up  certain  departments  in  which  the 
library  is  particularly  weak,  or  for  which  there  is  particular 
demand.  The  personal  connection  in  itself  is  of  great  value 
to  the  librarians,  many  of  whom  are  isolated  and  have  little 
opportunity  of  meeting  other  librarians,  comparing  work,  and 
keeping  alive  enthusiasm  for  the  work. 

SuMMEB  School 

The  Commission  gives  instruction  in  library  methods  through 
the  Summer  School  for  Library  Training,  by  means  of  library 
institutes,  and  by  personal  visits  to  librarians  in  their  own 
libraries.  The  purpose  of  the  Summer  School  is  to  raise  the 
standard  of  library  service  in  Wisconsin  by  offering  to  librariana 
an  opportunity  to  study  methods  adapted  to  small  libraries  and 
to  come  in  touch  with  the  best  in  the  library  movement.  Two 
courses  are  open,  an  elementary  course  of  eight  weeks,  and  a 
supplementary  of  two  to  four  weeks.  Instruction  is  given  in 
cataloging,  classification,  in  reference  "work,  book-buying, 
children's  work  in  the  library  and  the  schools,  and  in  all 
technical  and  business  methods  necessary  in  a  small  library. 
The  supplementary  course  is  intended  for  those  who  have  com- 
pleted an  elementary  course,  and  is  designed  to  supplement  the 
fi.rst  course  from  year  to  year,  so  that  in  time  the  student  will 
receive  the  equivalent  of  a  year's  training  in  a  professional 
sdiool,  and  with  the  advantage  of  having  experience  inter- 
spersed. 

The  Commission  has  determined  to  establish  a  permanent 
library  school  which  shall  be  carried  on  throughout  the  usual 
ooUege  year,  as  soon  as  suitable  quarters  are  provided.  Prepar 
rations  for  it  are  in  progress  at  the  present  time. 
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Institutes 

The  library^  institutes  are  intended  to  serve  two  purposes:  to 
offer  the  most  elementiirv^  instruction  for  the  librarians  of  the 
sirtallest  libraries,  who  cannot  conie  to  Summer  School ;  and  to 
hold  seminars  for  the  librarians  who  have  had  more  or  less 
training,  offering  comparative  study  of  methods,  and  calling 
attention  to  new  imethoda-  and  the  results  of  exj)eriments  of 
other  libraries.  The  state  has  been  divided  into  districts  with 
tlie  idea  of  holding  the  institute  in  the  most  centrally  located, 
and  best  equipped  library,  in  each  district 

A  great  deal  of  instruction  is  given  in  the  small  libraries  to 
the  librarians  individually.  While  the  organization  of  the 
library  progresses,  she  learns  something  of  the  general  scheme 
of  classification,  the  an-angement  of  books  on  the  shelves,  how 
to  opera t<^  the  charging  system  and  to  keep  the  necessary  records- 
Every  subsequent  visit  of  a  member  of  the  Oommission  staff 
brings  some  addition  to  the  librarian's  stock  of  library  know- 
ledge and  enthusiasm.  Frequently  she  becomes  sufficiently 
interested  to  take  the  Summer  School  training. 

BuiT.DINGS  AND  EQUIPMENT 

During  the  last  two  year?,  especially  since  Mr.  Andre\v 
Caniegie  has  been  so  generous  in  gifts  to  Wisconsin  libraries, 
the  Comniission  has  lx?en  called  u]x>n  to  aid  in  planning  build- 
ings. There  are  so  few  sources  of  reliable  information,  and  so 
little  precedent  in  the  matter  of  library-  architecture  that  it  haa 
l)eeii  felt  ik>  more  timelv  service  could  be  rendered  bv  the  Comr 
mission  than  to  bring  together  all  possible  definite  information 
for  library  b(>ar(ls  to  secure  the  best  results  ^vith  the  least  expen- 
diture of  monev. 

a. 

Xo  member  of  the  staff  pretends  to  an  extended  technical 
kiiowledi^e  of  architecture,  but  a  great  deal  of  time  has  been 
sp(^nt  on  the  study  of  library  buildings,  the  relations  of  the  vari- 
ous kinds  of  service  pei-formed  in  the  library  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  building,  and  the  apportionment  of  tfieee  services 
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to  the  available  space — in  s^hort,  to  the  general  adaptation  of 
the  library  buildings  to  adtninistration  of  library  work.  Photo- 
graphs, exterior  and  interior,  and  floor  plans  of  many  build- 
ings have  been  collected,  illustrating  good  points  and  bad.  Much 
consideration  has  been  given  to  the  lighting,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  to  the  heaiting,  to  the  cost  of  materials,  and  to  many 
special  features  and  problems  of  library  building.  Furniture 
and  equipment  for  libraries  of  all  sizes  has  received  thoughtful 
attention.  Whether  a  library  possesses  a  home  of  its  own  or 
not,  whether  large  or  small,  it  must  have  the  best  furniture  and 
equipment  it  can  afford.  Photographs,  cuts  and  blue  prints  of 
furniture  and  convenient  devices,  have  been  gatliered,  together 
with  specifications,  samples,  and  estimates  of  cost. 

Book  Lists 

The  need  of  helping  book  committees  and  librarians  in  the 
selection  of  tx)ok8  was  apparent  from  the  first.  This  need  is 
explained  by  the  fact  tliat  there  are  few  short,  selected  lists 
available  for  libraries;  that  the  prices  of  the  trade  bibliogra- 
phies are  prohibitive  for  small  libraries — and  Wisconsin  libra- 
ries are  mostlv  small;  that  the  book  committees  and  librarians 
have  no  opportunities  of  examining  books  l^efore  purchase  if 
they  had  time  for  it;  andsiiiall  dependence  can  be  placed  in  book 
reviews  alone  without  examination.  With  these  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  wise  expenditure  of  book  funds,  which  amount 
annually  to  thousands  of  dollars,  it  was  thought  worth  while  to 
issue  lists  of  Ixx^ks  with  special  reference  to  the  needs  of  small 
libraries. 

In  response  to  many  re<]uest5  for  help,  the  first  Suggestive 
list  of  books  for  a  small  jibrarv  was  publif^hed  in  1807.  This 
list  contained  five  hundred  titles,  and  the  demand  for  it  was  so 
great  that  it  was  revi«;e<]  and  reprinted  the  next  year.  From  this 
time  a  revised  edition  ha>  bcH^n  published  every  second  year, 
and  a  supplementarv  list  containing  the  titles  of  the  new"  books 
issued  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  the  Suggestive  list  has 
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been  published  in  the  intervening  year.  The  last  two  editions 
of  the  main  list  have  contained  twelve  hundred  titles,  selection 
of  five  hundred  being  indicated  by  an  asterisk  for  first  purchase^ 
and  for  the  convenience  of  choice  in  the  smallest  libraries.  A 
great  deal  of  attention  has  been  given  to  editions^  and  to  tie 
choice  of  books  most  generally  found  useful  in  public  librarieB, 
the  list  having  been  submitted  to  many  librarians  for  sugges- 
tions of  omission,  or  addition,  in  order  to  secure  such  choice. 

The  Commission  has  always  recommended  frequent  purchase 
of  lx)oks  even  in  the  smallest  libraries,  that  the  public  interest 
in  the  library  should  be  sustained,  and  to  encourage  this  prac- 
tice has  issued  frequently  the  Buying  list  of  recent  books.  All 
the  books  appearing  on  these  lists  have  been  carefully  examined 
before  inclusion  is  made,  valuable  aid  being  given  by  xnemberB 
of  the  faculty  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  other  special- 
ists. 

BiBLIOGKAPIIIES 

The  Commission  lias  also  published  a  sei'ies  of  brief  bibliog- 
raphies, prepared  by  specialists  in  their  respective  subjects,  as 
aids  in  building  particular  dq^artments  of  the  libraries.  The 
annotations  defining  the  scope  and  value  of  the  books  add  much 
to  the  value  of  these  lists. 

Tkaveling  Libraries 

The  Commission  maintains  a  system  of  traveling  libraries. 
These  are  sent  t4>  farming  commimities  and  to  villages  too  siaall 
to  support  public  libraries ;  to  larger  villages  and  towHa  for  the 
pui*poso  of  encoui-aging  the  establishment  of  local  lihrarieB;  to 
villages  and  towns  already  maintaining  public  libraries,  but 
whoso  Iniok  funds  are  in  sufficient  for  tlie  frequenit  purchasee  of 
books  necessary  to  sustain  public  iuiterest;  to  study  dubs  not 
having  acc(?s3  to  public  libraries  offering  adequate  service;  and 
to  public  libraries  with  large  numbers  of  German  patrons  Ger- 
man libraries  are  sent. 
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The  libraries  are  circulated  from  the  offices  of  the  Commis- 
sion free  of  all  charges  except  the  cost  of  transportation.  They 
are  shipped  by  freight  in  stout  pine  cases  and  are  accompanied 
by  printed  catalogs,  and  supplies  necessary  for  keeping  records 
of  circulation,  with  circulars  of  information,  and  with  placards 
for  advertising  the  Hbrar\'  in  the  vicinity  of  the  station.  The 
staition  receiving  the  library  provides  the  shelves  and  pays  the 
charges  of  transportation.  The  study  libraries  are  retained  as 
long  as  the  dub  pursues  the  subject  they  cover,  the  other  series 
are  kept  six  months,  when  exchange  is  made. 

Study  I^ibbaries 

The  English  libraries  contain  from  fifty  to  sixty  of  the  best 
popular  books  in  fiction,  history',  travel,  biography,  science  and 
literature  for  adults  and  children.  The  study  libraries  vary 
greatly  in  number  of  books,  and  are  sometimes  supplemented 
by  magazines  and  pamphlets.  They  are  accompanied  with  out- 
lines and  programs.  The  German  libraries  contain  from 
thirty-five  to  forty  books.  These  libraries  have,  in  the  main, 
been  subscribed  for  by  the  public  libraries  using  them.  A  pub- 
lic library  contributes  thirty-five  dollars,  the  cost  of  one  li- 
brary, and  in  return  the  Commission  agrees  to  furnish  a  con- 
tinuous exchange  during  the  life  of  the  books  purchased,  which 
is  estimated  to  be  six  years  at  least,  an  exchange  of  twelve  li- 
braries. The  advantages  secured  to  the  library  for  so  small  an 
expenditure  are  obvious. 

The  traveling  library  stations  are  visited  from)  time  to  time 
that  tJhe  Commission  may  keep  in  touch  with  th6  communities 
it  serves,  and  that  direct,  and  intimate  knowledge  may  be  gained 
of  the  individual  conditions  and  needs  of  each  station,  all  of 
which  are  requisite  to  tlie  l)e«t  service.  Instruction  is  given  in 
the  management  of  the  little  library,  and  assistance  in  adver- 
tising the  books,  extentiing  their  use,  and  where  a  library  has 
been  sent  as  an  inducement  to  establish  a  local  library  help  is 
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given  to  bring  alx>ut  the  desired  result.  Small  reading  circles 
are  organized  in  some  places  to  make  iise  of  little  groups  of 
books  on  one  subject  contained  in  some  of  the  general  series, 
and  otlier  aid  is  given  to  the  readers,  of  the  same  kind  that  li- 
brarians give  to  patrons  of  public  libraries. 

County  Systems 

At  the  present  time  there  are  seven  county  systems  of  travel- 
ing libraries  in  Wisconsin,  two  of  which  are  mainiiained  by  pri- 
vate funds,  and  five  by  county  tax.  Of  the  former,  one  is  sup- 
ported bv  Senator  »T.  II.  Stout,  of  Menomonie,  circulating 
thirty-«ix  libraries,  and  the  other  is  supported  by  the  income 
from  a  l)equest  made  by  the  late  J.  D.  Witter,  of  Grand  Kapids, 
and  circulates  thirty-three  libraries.  The  systems  supported  by 
taxation  circulate  from  ten  to  eighteen  libraries.  In  each  case 
the  Commission  has  given  aid  in  the  establishment  of  the  sys- 
tem, in  the  choice  of  the  l>r)oks,  and  in  the  subsequent  exchange 
of  libraries. 

Ct.karing  House  of  ^Iagazinks 

In  the  lio]X^  of  helping  the  libraries  of  the  state  to  build  up 
reference  collections  of  magazines  the  Commission  established  a 
clearing  house  for  ]>eriodicals  in  1000.  Prior  to  this  time  many 
thousands  of  magazines  had  been  distributed  to  traveling  li- 
brary stations,  to  isolated  school  districts,  to  lumber  camps, 
and  to  army  camps  of  Wisconsin  soldiers  during  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  and  in  a  few  ca>es  magazines  had  been  given  to 
public  lil)raries. 

Since  the  cl(\u*inii"  house  was  started  a  svstematic  effort  has 
l)eeii  ma«le  to  supply  volumes  or  parts  of  volumes  needed  by  li- 
braries to  complete  M^ts.  The  publication  of  Poolers  abridged 
index  and  of  other  inox]x^nsive  indexes  has  made  it  possible  for 
even  small  libraries  to  make  use  of  files  of  magazines.  Since 
no  reference    collections  riifor  material  on  so  wide  a  range    of 
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subjects  the  Oomniission  has  felt  it  a  worthy  service  to  enable 
the  libraries  to  acquire  these  invaluable  sets  at  comparatively 
little  expense. 

In  return  for  help  given  libraries  they  have  sent  in  all  dupli- 
cates to  tlie  clearing  house,  that  other  libraries  may  be  likewise 
benefited,  and  thousands  of  periodicals  have  also  been  received 
from  housekeepers,  schools,  collies  and  women's  clubs.  The 
more  recent  material  is  still  sent  to  traveling  library  stations 
and  lumber  camps  where  it  often  receives  a  warmer  welcome 
than  boc^ks  receive. 

Document  Department 

The  Commission  maintains  a  document  reference  library  far 
the  use  of  state  ofilcials,  nieml>ers  of  the  legislature  and  others 
interested  in  the  study  of  governmental,  economic  and  socio- 
logic  questions.  This  library  includes  a  nearly  complete  file 
of  Wisconsin  documents,  documents  of  other  states,  pamphlets, 
speeches,  and  clippings  collected  from  many  sources,  and  a  few 
reference  books  on  special  subje<;ts. 

Files  of  the  legislative  bills,  both  assembly  and  senate,  have 
been  collected,  and  an  index  made  for  those  of  the  last  four 
legislatures.  Legislative  bills  of  other  states  have  also  been  col- 
lected. Xo  attempt  is  made  to  gather  historical  material  of  any 
kind,  it  being  the  aim  to  make  a  working'library  of  present  day 
subjects,  of  the  greatest  practical  value  to  the  members  of  l(^s- 
lature,  and  to  the  §tate  departments. 

A  dieck  list  of  the  state  documents  has  l)een  made,  and  will 
soon  come  from  the  hands  of  the  printer.  When  it  is  issued 
the  department  will  undertake  the  exchange  of  documents,  in  a 
similar  way  to  the  exchange  of  magazines  in  the  clearing  house. 
An  index  to  the  publications  of  the  agricnltural  societies  and 
experimjent  stations  had  been  made  and  was  in  preparation  for 
the  printer,  when  burned.     The  department  is  working  toward 
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the  printing  of  catalog  cards  for  the  public  docomyentB,  and  the 
publishing  of  summaries  and  indexes  of  special  I^islation. 

Financial  Report 

Details  as  to  the  expenditures  of  the  GomimissiofD  for  the 
biennial  period  may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Secrestary  of 
State. 
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DBPARTMEXT  OF  TRAVELING  LIBRARIES. 

Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  Library  Visitor. 

English  Libraries 

During  the  past  two  years  forty-six  libraries  have  been  pur- 
chased by  the  state  ami  nine  miscellaneous  libraries  have  been 
received  f rom«  various  sources — Milwaukee  Sentinel,  Milwaukee 
Journal  and  Madison  Book  Club — the  latter  being  new  fiction 
libraries,  which  are  in  great  demand  by  public  libraries  without 
sufficient  funds  to  make  frequent  purchases  of  books-  The  forty- , 
six  libraries  are  divided  into  nine  series,  each,  having  a  small 
group  of  books  on  some  special  subject,  follo^ving  out  a  plan  out- 
lined in  the  last  report.  The  groups  in  these  libraries  are  as 
follows:  United  States  history  from  1817  to  llhe  Civil  War; 
the  Civil  War;  Africa;  Scandinavia:  Russia;  China,  Japan 
and  Korea;  India  and  Persia;  Italy;  Holland  and  Belgium. 
So  far  as  tried  it  seems  that  the  p:i'Oup  plan  encourages  a  greater 
reading  of  non-fiction  books  than  collections  altogether  general. 
These  libraries  average  fifty-six  books  each  and  have  proved 
very  popular. 

At  the  time  of  the  fire  the  C^ommission  had  in  circulation  onid 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  regular  series  libraries.  Of  these 
twenty-eight  were  lost  by  fire,  twelve  new  libraries  and  sixteen 
of  the  old  series.  Of  these  fifteen  have  already  been  replaced 
and  are  in  circulation,  tliree  of  them  by  gift  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Dessert,  and  the  books  have  been  ordered  for  the  new  series  re- 
placing the  remainder. 
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German  Libraries 

The  German  libraries  continue  in  ^^at  demand.  They  are 
of  value  to  public  libraries  in  economy  of  money  and  make  poe- 
sible  a  better  choice  of  books  tlian  would  be  likely  to  be  chooeii 
in  many  instances,  where  ncitJier  board  nor  librarian  has  muA 
knowledge  of  German  books.  Twenty  libraries  have  been  pur- 
chased since  July  1,  1002,  making  a  total  number  of 
gixty-one.  Of  the  twenty  new  libraries  nine  have  been  pur- 
chased by  arrano^oment  with  the  follo^ving  public  libraries,  each 
contributing  thirtv-fivo  dt>llars:  De  Pere,  Rice  Lake,  Marsh- 
field,  Wausau,  Kenosha,  Shel)oygan,  Ashland,  Grand  Rapids 
and  Whilehal],  and  eleven  by  the  state. 

Sixteen  German  libraries  w^.vg  lost  in  the  fire,  eight  of  which 
have  been  replaced ;  two  have  l)een  replaced  by  gift  of  Messrs. 
T.  J.  and  J.  M.  Perele^,  of  Milwaukee,  given  originally  by 
them  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Xatlian  Pereles. 

Study  Libraries 

During  the  last  biennial  period  seven  study  libraries  have 
been  purchased — two  on  American  literature,  two  on  English 
history,  two  on  municipal  affaii*^  and  one  on  English  literature 
of  the  Victorian  ]x^riod.  The  Commission  circulates  at  the 
present  time  ten  study  lil)rarics,  four  liaving  been  purchased 
T>eforo  July,  1002,  and  one  on  municipal  affairs  having  been 
destroyed  in  the  fire.  All  of  the  libraries  have  l^eeu constantly  in 
use.  Tiie  lil>rnries  ou  municipal  mattei's  have  been,  used  alto 
gethor  by  city  councils  aiul  have  Ix^cn  placed  in  the  public  li- 
brary in  the  city  or  in  a  central  private  office,  as  seemed  most 
convenient  to  moml)ers.  The  other  libraries  have  been  us 
by  clubs  not  liavinc;  access  to  public  libraries  with  adequate  col 
lections  of  lx>ok^  on  the  subjects  studied. 

The  Commission    received   a  collection    of  books  fromi    th 


Woman's  Club  of  Kenosha.     These  were  sorted  into  five  oollec-- 
tions,  one  eaoh  on  Amoiicnn  literature,  American  history,  Eng^ 
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lisli  literature  and  lnst4irv,  aiul  Italy  and  are  loaned  to  supple- 
)nenjt  collections  in  small  pnlJic  libraries  for  the  use  of  elubs. 

ClRCri.ATION 

The  circulation  stati.stios  <»annot  Ix'  accuratelv  shown  because 
it  has  been  impossible  to  if^place  records  in  some  cases.  It  still 
occurs,  although  not  as  fre(]uently  as  in  the  Ix'^^inning,  that  the 
circulation  statistics  are  not  taken.  The  studv  libraries  do 
not  show  eireidation  because  as  a  mle  the  libraries  have  been 
kept  by  the  club  memb('r^^,  nu)st  of  the  lil>raries  having  gone  to 
coinmiinities  without  piildic  libraries.  The  records  Ave  have 
show  a  circulation  of  :3(),0i>0  from  July  1,  1902  to  July  1,  1904. 

Circulation  of  English  books  22, 367 

Circulation  of  German  books  13, 653 

Total 36,020 

List  of  stations  for  Coniniission  trav(;di!ig  libraries: 

♦Established  within  past  two  years. 

tDiscontinued. 

tGerman  libraries. 

Almond  Genoa  Junction  iNeenah 

♦Altoona  *Germania  tNeillsville 

tAmacoy  Lake  *Gillett  JNew  London 

tAntigo  *Glenbeulah  Newville 

Apollonia  Glen  Flora  North  Freedom 

tAppleton  tGrafton  North  Greenfield 

Arcadia  *Grand  Marsh  Northport 

•Arkansas  tCJrand  Rapids  Omro 

^Ashland  *Gratiot  *Oost!)urg 

Atlanta  *Greonbush  Pepin 

tBaraboo  *  Hales  Corners  *Peshtigo 

^Baraboo  Hart  land  *Pewaukee 

♦Barron  Hickory  tPlymouth 

tBeloit  tH  illsboro  iPortage 

♦Benton  ♦Holeton  Potosi 

♦Big  Falls  Floricon  Prairie  du  Sac 

tBlack  Creek  "J^Honsoman  Prescott 

Bloomer  Jack.sonport  ♦Redgranite 

Blue  Mounds  ^Johnsons  Creek  Rib  Lake 
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Bruce 

Justin 

tRice  Lake 

Bryant  District 

tKaukauna 

Rochester 

♦Burnett  Junction 

Kennan 

Rock  Elm 

*Cedar  Grove 

^Kenosha 

:|:Shawano 

"^Chelsea 

♦Kiel 

Shawtown 

Chetek 

♦Knox  Mills 

:|:Sheboygan 

4Chippewa  Falls 

Lady  smith 

♦Silver  Creek 

Coloma 

tLan  caster 

♦Silver  Lake 

♦Columbia 

♦Laona 

♦South  Byron 

JColumbus 

Leeds  Center 

South  Milwaukee 

Craft 

tLeland 

Spring  Green 

Crandon 

Lima  Center 

tStevens  Point 

Cumberland 

♦Lone  Rock 

♦Stubbs 

4:De  Pere 

IMadison 

Sumner 

tDunbarton 

:(Marinette 

tTomah 

Eastman 

♦Marion 

♦Union  Center 

tRau  Claire 

♦Marquette 

Warrens 

^Edgar 

tMarshfleld 

IWausau 

Egg  Harbor 

Mazomanie 

tWautoma 

♦Eleva 

JMedford 

tWest  Bend 

Estella 

♦Meeker's  Grove 

♦Weetby 

^Fayetteville 

tMelvina 

♦Westfleld 

Fairchlld 

tMenasha 

♦Weyauwega 

tFalrfleld 

{Merrill 

{Whitewater 

♦Fish  Creek 

Merrimac 

♦Wild  Rose 

♦Footvllje 

♦Minocqua 

♦Woodruff 

Frederic 

♦Morrisonville 

♦Woodman 

♦Fredonia 

tMosinee 

Galesville 

Murry 

, 

Stations  receivi 

in^  lx>t.li  Kn^lish  and  German  libraries: 

Durand 

Lake  Mills 

Seymour 

Genoa  Junction 

La  Valle 

Sun  Prairie 

Johnson's  Creek 

Mondovi 

Thorp 

Xilboum 

North  Milwaukee 

Stiidv  library  g 

•                            • 

stations : 

Augusta 

Monroe 

Tomah 

Black  River  Falls 

Mosinee 

Waterloo 

Bryant  District 

Omro 

West  Bend 

Burlington 

Rib  T^ke 

Whitehall 

Durand 

Seymour 
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Development  of  System 

The  two  important  factors  in  the  developmient  of  the  travel- 
ing library  department  are  the  county  systems  and'  the  appro- 
priation by  the  legislature  of  1903  of  money  for  traveling  li- 
brary  books,  the  law  having  been  passed  May  20,  1903. 

When  this  appropriation  became  available  it  was  thougjit 
best  to  thor*>ughly  systennatize  the  records  and  blanks  and 
forms  used  in  this  department  and  to  issue  sm«ill  circulars 
of  information  for  applicants  for  traveling  libraries  and  to  the 
librarians  of  \he  traveling  libraries.  Oareful  coneSderation 
\vas  givem  to  the  records  in  the  hope  of  securing  the  most 
valuable  and  accurate  information  with  the  least  expenditure 
of  time  and  effort 

CouNTv  Traveling  Librakies 

The  Dunn  and  Wood  county  systems  are  mxiintained  respec- 
tively by  Hon.  J.  H.  Stout  of  Menomonie  and  by  the  bequest 
of  the  late  J.  D.  Witter.  The  small  systems  maintained  by  the 
La  Crosse  and  Green  Bay  Women's  clubs  in  La  Croeae  and 
Brown  counties  are  included  in  these  statistics  because  their  ex- 
changes have  been  kept  up  pretty  regularly  and.  the  stations 
have  continued  the  use  of  the  libraries,  some  having  received 
as  many  as  seven  libraries.  The  other  county  systems  repre- 
sented in  these  reports,  Winnebago,  Marinette,  Sauk  and  Por- 
tage, are  supported  by  county  tax.  The  Oconto  county  board 
appropriated  $500  last  fall  for  a  similar  system. 

Resume  of  all  Libraries  Owned  by  the  Commission 
Xumber  circulated  bv  the  Commission  July  1,  1902. 

English 89 

German    41 

Study   4 

Total 134 
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Number  added  since  »Tuly  1,  1902. 

(Before  fire)   E^ngllsh   55 

(Since  fire)   English   15 

(Before  fire)  German 20 

(Since  fire)  German   8 

Study  libraries    7 

Miscellaneous  9 

Total   114 

^      248 

Nmiilx?r  of  libraries  ^vithdrawn  since  July,  1,  1902. 

Miscellaneous   14 

Lost  by  fire: 

English 31 

German    16 

Study 1 

Total  62 

Total  number  of  commission  libraries  July  1.  1904 186 

No.  of  libraries  in  county  systems  supported  by  tax 77 

No.  of  libraries  in  county  systems  supported  by  individuals....         87 

Total  number  of  libraries  in  circulation  in  the  state,  not 
including  those  irregularly  circulated  by  clubs 350 


Clearing  TIotsk 

Definite  statistics  of  the  magazines  received  and  tlistributed 
bv  the  clearing'  house  caunut  he  iiiven  l)ecause  of  the  complete 
loss  of  records  ]>y  the  fire.  It  can  only  Ix^  said  that  the  clearing 
house  Mas  Ix^tter  ocjuippc^l  for  service  than  ever  before.  More 
sets  have  Ix^n  completed  for  puhlic  lihraries,  and  more  mdsoella- 
neous  material  sent  to  lumber  camps,  to  isolated  communities 
and  with  traveling:  libraries  than  in  any  previous  two  years. 
Some  lil>raries  are  l)eainnint!:  U>  colh^ct  the  less  conwnon  miaga- 
zine«  and  tlio  clearin<r  house  has  supy^lied  many  volumes  and 
parts  of  volumes  of  mairazinos  for  which  thei'e  lias  been  no  de- 
mand heretofore.  The  small  libraries  are  Itefdnning  to  collect 
the  uiairazines  most  con}monly  used,  and  in  consequence  the  de- 
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mand  for  service  from  the  clearing  house  has  grown.  A  great 
many  single  magazines  have  also  been  loaned  to  libraries  for 
reference  use  for  study  clubs,  high  school  students  and  debat- 
ing societies. 

Notes  From  the  Fieij) 

Of  all  the  phases  of  library  endeavor,  traveling  libraries  meet 
with  niioet  favor  and  yield  quickest  returns  for  intellectual  and 
social  l>ettemient.  Onlv  those  who  have  lived  in  isolated  com- 
muni  ties,  far  removed  from;  lx)ok  marts  or  centers,  can  realize 
the  blessings  conferred  by  coUoctions  of  inspiring  books  replen- 
ished at  regular  intervals.  There  are  many  hundreds  of  vil- 
lages and  settlements  in  Wisconsin  that  must  depend  for  miany 
ye^rs  to  come  upon  traveling  libraries  as  their  source  of  supply, 
exclusive  of  school  librarie.c;.  When  a  library  of  fifty  volumes 
sent  to  a  little  northern  lake  i-esort,  is  returned  with  a  total  cir- 
culation of  S48  issues  after  the  winter's  reading,  no  one  can 
doubt  the  appreciation  by  the  readers  of  tlieir  inestimable  privi- 
lege. 

The  success  or  the  failure  of  a  traveling  library  is  almost 
wholly  dependent  ujxm  the  spirit  of  the  librarian  in  charge. 
Libraries  may  l)e  sent  to  two  towns  almost  identical  in  popula- 
tion. One  library  will  have  a  circnlatimi  of  but  one-eighth,  j)er- 
haps,  the  size  of  the  otlior.  In  one  community,  for  example,  a 
library  was  placed  at  the  home  of  a  school  teacher  who  taught 
next  door — presnninbly  an  ideal  arrangement  for  all  concerned. 
In  six  winter  months  thr*re  was  a  total  circulation  of  but  fifteen 
issues  of  forty  volumes.  In  the  same  county,  in  a  similar  farm^ 
ing  community,  a  youth  of  sixteen  yeurs,  who  organized  an  asso- 
ciation through  his  own  etTorts,  and  who  acted  as  librarian,  is- 
sued his  collection  a  total  of  187  times.  A  librarv  was  located 
for  a  tim^e  at  Egg  IIarl)or,  in  Door  county.  When  the  store- 
keeper declined  to  keep  it  lon<j:er  and  wlion  no  other  place  in  the 
village  could  be  found  lor  it,  a  farmer  took  it  to  his  home  three 
miles  from  town,  where  it  had  a  creator  circulation  than  in  the 
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city  pmper.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  farmer-li- 
brarian in  addition  to  supplying  the  wants  of  his  nei^bors, 
carried  the  books  back  and  forth  for  the  village  patrons. 

Many  illustrations  could  be  cited  of  the  help  and  inspiration 
received  from  individual  jvohunee.  Onto  lil]jraifian:  in  Ohip- 
pewa  county  tells  of  the  reformation  worked  in  a  slovenly 
household  through  the  reading  of  '^idow  O'Callaghan's  Boys." 
A  poor  man,  who  had  lost  both  arms  in  the  Civil  War,  was  a 
constant  patron  of  a  traveling  library,  taking  home,  by  means 
of  a  strap  hung  about  his  neck,  the  books  which  his  aged  mother 
read  to  liim.  A  life  of  Lincoln  was  a  source  of  great  interest 
to  the  mother  and  son,  being  draAvn  and  read  three  times  dur- 
ing the  six  months'  period.  '^\  book  is  being  read  aloud  most 
of  the  time  in  this  house,"  said  one  farmer's  wife;  ''When  Fm 
busy  'Lige  reads  and  when  he's  busy  I  read',  and  that's  how 
we  keep  one  a'going."  A  Grerman  woman  who  could  not 
speak  nor  understand  a  word  of  English^  received  from  a  Grer- 
man traveling  librlarj'  the  first  German  book  to  which  she 
had  had  access  for  twenty-three  years !  So  delighted  was  the 
dear  old  ladv  with  tlie  collection,  she  became  an  omnivorous 
reader  until  all  reading  was  forbidden  by  her  husband,  who 
feared  the  house  and  farm  work  might  suffer.  The  good 
woman,  hungry  for  the  literature  from  which  she  had  been 
dteprived  for  so  many  years,  thereupon  adopted  the  expedi- 
ent of  secretly  rising  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  for  an  hour's 
reading!  Tiirough  another  librarv^,  which  oontainied  books 
on  China  and  Japan,  it  ^^'ll?  made  possible  for  a  little  group 
of  people  at  a  small  railroad  junction  to  organize  a  little 
clnb,  and  to  devote  an  evening  each  week  to  .the  study  of  for- 
eign lands.  Many  other  ilhistrations  could  be  given  showing 
the  value  and  us4^  of  the  collections  as  a  whole  and  of  lie  in- 
dividual volumes.  Traveling  libraries  are  no  longer  an'  ex- 
perinw^nt.  Begun  in  Wisconsin  by  one  individual  as  a  pri- 
vate philanthropy  in  1890,  the  idea  has  been'  taken  up  by  other 
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men  and  women,  by  clubs,  associations^  by  counties  and  finally^ 
through,  a  small  direct  appropriation,  by  the  State.  The 
Commission,  from  the  firsts  has  mothered  the  enterprise,  be- 
lieving that  "It  is,  after  all,  not  the  few  great  libraries, 
but  the  thousand  small,  lliat  may  do  most  for  the  peopfe.*^ 
There  are  still  thousands  of  oommunities  unsupplied.  When 
one  8669  the  inestimiable  good  that  is  being  accomplished 
through  the  circulation  of  traveling  libraries,  one  can  but  re* 
echo  the  sentiment  of  Horace  Maimi  when  he  said,  "BGad  I 
the  power,  I  would  scatter  libraries  over  the  whole  land  as  a 
sower  sows  his  wheatfield." 


34  Wisconsin  Free  Library  CJoaihission 


Depart  me  ni  of  Instrwction 


DKPAET.ArENT  OF  IXSTRUGTIOK    , 

^ifiss  (>>i;xELTA  Marvin^  Instructor, 

Owing  to  loss  of  records  in  tlie  fire,  this  report  is  very  in- 
comploto,  particMiIarlv  for  the  period  previous  to  May,  1903. 

SUMMKR   SCHOOT.    FOR   Lli;KAKY   TRAINING 

Sinco  July  1,  11)0-?,  two  sessions  of  the  Wisconsin  Sum- 
mer School  for  library  training  have  been  held,  at  one  of  which 
two  courses  were  offered. 

The  admiral )lo  collection  of  bt:)oks,  sample  catalogs,  library 
equipment^  and  library  literature  which  was  built  up 
the  five  years  previous  to  the  fire,  had  been  a  strong  factor  in 
the  success  of  the  school.  All  this  material  waa  destroy 
and  the  iuiuiediafe  neccfJsity  after  February  27,  was  to 
place  all  thai  was  available,  collect  and  catalog  a  nersr  li 
for  suninicr  school  use,  and  to  prepare  outlines  for  the  lectures 
This  was  the  main  work  accomplishe^l  in  the  spring  of  1904. 


1903. — Tlie  ninth  annual  session  of  the  school  was  held  i: 
Madison  for  eiaht.  weeks  during  June  and  July,  1903.  Th^^--*® 
30  students  accepted  were  chosen  from  the  large  nuniher  ot^-^^^ 
apj)lican1s  In^'ause  of  s]>eeial  ;f|ualific4itiolns  [and  Ipiieparatiot:^^"^ 
for  library  ^\(»rk.  Wjrh  one  exception,  the  ixiembei^  of  th^  -^^ 
class  wont  to  library  positi(nis  in  Se]>tember,  and  all  but  tw*-^  ^'^ 
\VQYi\  librarians  who  were  prepared  for  intelligent  work  by  a^^^^ 
least  ouv'  year  of  ])ractical  work. 

Aside  from   the   instruction   aiven   by  the  members  of  th^  ^ 
regular  staff  of  the  school,  there  were  lectures  by  librariar^^ 
in  ^fadisou   and  vicinitv.     Tx^ctures  on  children's  work 
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given  by  Miss  Lvniaii,  of  Scoville  Institute,  (Oak  Park,  111.), 
and  by  Miss  Ellis,  of  the  Madison  public  library;  on  docu- 
ments bv  diaries  McCarthv  of  the  Wisconsin  Commission; 
on  classification  by  Miss  Hopkins,  librarian  of  the  Madison 
public  library;  on  binding,  m<>nding,  serials,  library  commis- 
sions and  traveling  libraries  by  Miss  MacDonald  of  the  Wis- 
consin Commission :  on  aduiinistration,  by  Miss  Steams. 
Miss  Ahem  gave  two  t^lks  which  were  much  enjoyed  by  the 
class — Librarianship  as  a  profession,  and  Librarians  of  to-day. 

The  excellent  work  done  b^'  this  class  iustifies  the  Comrnis- 
sion  in  its  decision  to  require  high  recommendations  as  to 
personal  qualifications  for  libraiy  work,  as  well  as  experience 
and  proper  education,  for  admissioni  to  the  siunmer  school. 
It  is  decidedly  not  the  object  of  the  school  to  give  ignorant 
librarians  inoi^  (ce.rtain  hold  upon  positions  liecause  of  the 
advantage  of  some  technical  training.  It^  purpose  is  to  ad- 
vance Ihe  stiind'ard  for  librarianship  Hn  small  comTnunities, 
and  it  is  felt  that  this  can  be  accomplished  only  by  refusing 
to  ac(*ept,  as  student.s,  librarians  who  are  not  adapted  to  the 
work. 

A  lunv  feature  in  tlie  school  was  the  traveling  library  of 
librarv'  literature,  with  outlines  for  individual  studv,  at  the 
disposal  of  the  students.  It  is  hoped  that  the  interest  awak- 
ened in  the  school  will  1)0  sufficient  to  decide  some  to  attend 
librarv  scluxds  an<l  to  hi  in"-  othei-s  back  to  the  Commission 
for  supplementary  C(jurse>.  In  the  meantime,  they  may  con- 
tinue to  study  under  jlirrction,  and  use  material  supplied  by 
the  school.  Outlines  are  supplied  by  the  director  of  the 
8chcx)l,  suggestions  given  for  future  study,  and  the  necessary 
hooks  loaned  bv  the*  Coniinis^ioii. 

c 

Tlie  registration  by  states  was  as  follows:  Wisconsin,  14; 
Nebraska,  2;  Illinois.  4  :  ^ficliigan,  2:  1  eaeh,  fnmi  Minnesota, 
Tennessee,  Missouri,  Tdalio,  Indiana,  ^fontana,  Xorth  Dakota, 
Ifon\-av. 
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List  of  students  for  1903 : 
Bailey,  Louise  H. 
Briggs,  Mrs.  Sophie  L. 
Brooks,  Lucia  M. 
Davis,  Jennie  L. 
Dessaint,  Ophedia  G. 
Dillon,  Grace  G. 
Dodd,  Jean 
Durlin,  Maud 
Earley,  Belle  S. 
Glenn,  Marian  R. 
Gray,  Jessie  B. 
Heuschkel,  Martha 
Hopper,  Bella  C. 
Home,  Grace  L. 
Jones.  Winifred  D. 
Knauf,  Classina  M. 
Loving,  Nellie  S. 
McVeety,  Mrs.  Ethel. 
Massee.  May 
Mosher.  Clara 
Myers,  Nellie  M. 
Cakes.  Blanche  M. 
Olsen,  Julia  E. 
Oswald,  Gulie 
Petersen,  Agnes  J. 
Plrsch.  Celia  A. 
Purtill.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  F. 
Raiche,  Delia  E. 
Toombs.   Helen  P. 
Voswinkel,  Caroline  W.  D. 


Benton  Harbor,  Mich. 
Madison,  Wis. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Grand  Rapids,  Wis. 
Hastings,  Neb. 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 
Madison,  Wis. 
Kearney,  Neb. 
Carthage,  Mo. 
Mat  toon.  111. 
Boise,  Idaho 
Joliet,  111. 
Hartford  City,  Ind. 
Billings,  Mont. 
Sheboygan,  W^is. 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Agricultural  Col.,  N.  D. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Lake  Mills,  Wis. 
Beloit.  Wis. 
Rockford,  111. 
East  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Christiania,  Nbrway 
Manitowoc,  Wis. 
Kenosha,  Wis. 
Charleston,  111. 
Marinette,  Wis. 
Ripon,  Wis. 
Tomah,  Wis. 


1904. — Elementary  Course 

Tlio  tenth  aiunuil  sc^i^ssioii  of  ihe  ?eljool  was  held  in  ^he  Hiis-^^ 
torienl   lihnu-v   biiihliug  in   Madison,    from  ffiiiie  5,  through 
Auini^t  l'*5,  1904.     For  the  elementary  course  of  eight  weekSy 
open  to  librarians  in  positions  or  under  appointment  to  them^ 
'  there  was  an  attendance  of  30,  the  re^ster  by  states  being  a^ 
follows:     Wisconsin   15,   Illinois  9,   California  1,  Canada  1^ 
Indiana  1,  Minnesota  1,  Montana  1  and  Missouri  1.     Them 
was  no  tuition  charired  librarians  of  public  libraries  in  Wi^* 
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consin,  as  the  officers  of  the  Commission  feel  that  this  is  the 
most  economical  and  advantageous  method  of  'wt^rking  with 
our  librarians  to  raise  the  standard  of  librarianship  in  the 
state.  The  students  ai'e  urged  to  attend  regular  library  schools 
if  they  seem  adapted  to  the  work  and  wish  to  make  it  a  pro- 
fession. 

Hie  following  outline,  with  the  number  of  lectures  given 
to  each  subject^  \nll  give  some  idea  of  the  scope  of  the  course, 
which  Is  made  as  pfactical  as  possible:  cataloging,  26;  ref- 
erence and  extension,  12;  classification  and  book  tiumbers,  13; 
administration,  6 ;  book  buying,  including  editions,  6 ;  chil- 
dren's work,  5 ;  binding,  6 ;  loan  department,  5 ;  public  docu- 
ments, 6;  accession  department,  5;  shelf  department,  4;  coon- 
mij?sion  work,  traveling  lil^raries,  use  of  pictures  and  librar- 
ianship, 8. 

It  is  hard  to  estimate  the  results  of  such  a  school.  The  fact 
that  it  adds  fifteen  to  the  number  of  Wisconsin  librarians  who 
are  fairly  well  equipped  for  their  work,  and  that  these  fifteen 
will  probably  work  ^^'ith  greater  enthusiasm  and  greater  know- 
ledge, is  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  usefulness  of  the  work. 

The  director  of  the  school  was  assisted  by  Miss  Julia  E. 
Elliott,  of  the  Marinette  public  library-,  who  gave  16  lectures 
on  accession,  shelf,  binding  and  administration ;  Miss  Julia 
Hopkins,  of  the  Madison  public  library,  who  had  charge  of 
the  work  in  classification ;  Miss  Hannah  Ellis,  also  of  the 
Madison  public  library,  who  lectured  three  times  on  chil- 
drent's  work.  Hive  very  'practical  lectaires  on  public  Jdocu- 
tnents,  by  J.  I.  Wyer,  jr.,  of  the  University  of  Nebraska 
library,  were  open  to  both  elementary  and  supplementary  classes. 
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Tlio  fnllo\vii]«r  is  a  list  of  the  students: 


Bird,  Isabella  J. 
Byers,  Mary  E. 
Donnell,  Mrs.  Mabel  S. 
Doughty,  Anna  P. 
Dunlap,  Mrs.  Ella  M. 
Eastland,  Vera  B. 
Ellsworth,  Frank  A. 
Hebard,  Irma 
Hess,  Edith  W. 
Hilgendorf,  Clara 
Hoskins,  Eva 
Kaiser,  Zelma  Z. 
Lamb,  Mary  J. 
Law,  Anne 
Morgan,  Mamie  M. 
Miissell,   Katharine 
Nelson,  Grace  E. 
Nichol,  Edna 
Ramsay,  Lillian   F. 
Hoggy,  Elizabeth 
Rush,  Charles  E. 
Russell,  Marion  R. 
Sanders,  Laura  C. 
Sheriff.  Mary  F. 
Skogh,   Hattie  M. 
Spencer,  Florence 
Stites,  Katherine 
Tilton.  A.  C. 
Topping,  Mrs.  Mate  H. 
Weissert,   Florence  E. 


Darlington,  Wis. 
Marinette,  Wis. 
Springfield,  Mo. 
Joliet,  III. 
Durand,  Wis. 
Richland  Center,  Wis. 
Tulare,  Cal. 
Mondovi,  Wis. 
Rockford,  111. 
Watertown,  Wis. 
Marinette,  Wis. 
Duluth,  Minn. 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 
Wilmette,  Ilh 
Elgin,  111. 
Bayfield.  Wis. 
Antigo,  Wis. 
Wausaukee,  Wis. 
Kilbourn,  Wis. 
Evanston,  111. 
Fairmount,  Ind. 
Superior,  Wis. 
Kemptville,  Ontario.  Can. 
Helena,   Mont. 
Moline.  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Hoopeston,  111. 
Madison,  Wis. 
Chicago,  111. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Snitjfh  H".  nftu-ij  ( 'tnirse 

I'lio  Sii])pl('iiK'ntary  Course,  n]X'n  only  to  librarians  ^^^ 
liad  attended  some  library  school,  was  a  decided  success,  ^ 
the  attendaiico  of  2\^  proves  that  there  are  many  ambitlo^^ 
librarian^i  in  our  ^late  Avho  are  anxions  to  have  thorough  pr^P' 
aratioir  for  tlieir  work  and  to  embrace  every  opportunity  f^^ 
pro<rressiv(^  advancement.  Students  were  allowed  to  ent^^ 
for  two,  thr(^  »)r  four  weeks,  and  the  courj?e  was  so  arrang^^ 
that  thev  niiizht  d(^vote  a  m-eat  deal  of  time  to  technical  wor* 
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omit  it  altogetlier.  Tliere  is  no  doubt  that  most  librarians, 
ether  of  large  or  small  libraries,  need  more  time  for  study 
i  for  general  reading  than  is  allowed  throughout  the  year, 
th  tlie  pressure  of  work  in  the  average  libra rj\  Many  of 
5  librarians  have  not  had  the  thorough  general  education 
lieh  is  essential  for  intelligent  library  work,  and  need  some- 
ing  aside  from  technical  work  to  fit  themselves  for  their 
sitions.     It  was  t/>  this  class,   and  to  the  more  progressive 

the    educated    librarians    tliat    the    supplementary''    course 
pealed. 

The  20  lectures  on  English  literature,  by  Prof.  II.  B. 
ithrop,  of  the  Wisconsin  university,  were  altogether  de- 
;htful  and  inspiring,  and  tlie  bibliography  lectures  aside 
)m  providing  book  lists  and  suggestions  for  building  up 
ecial  collections  far  into  the  future,  awakened  now  interest 
long  the  librarians  imd  suggested  new  lines  for  individ*ual 
idy.  These  bibliogi*apliy  lectures  were  on  the  following 
j)ics,  and  were  all  given  by  professors  in  the  Univei'sity  of 
isconsin  and  by  R.  G.  Thwaites,  secretary  of  the  State 
i<torical  Society:  1.  Foundation  works  in  EuiTopean  his- 
ry.  Prof.  Dana  C  Munro;  2.  Greek  and  Latin  literature 
r  English  readers.  Dr.  Grant  Showerman ;  3.  Ancient  his- 
ries  in  the  light  of  modem  discoveries,  Drl  Grant  Shower- 
um ;  4-5.  The  French  novel,  Prof.  W.  F.  Giese ;  6.  Selec- 
oii  of  Ux^ks  in  economics,  Prof.  T.  S.  Adams;  7-8,  Sources 
f  English  and  American  history,  R.  G.  Thwaites;  9.  Old 
'"^orse  literature,  Prof.  Julius  E.  Olson;  10.  Modern  Scan- 
iiiavian  literature.  Professor  Olson. 

Hiss  Marv  W.  Plumnior,  of  Pratt  Institute  library  school, 
^ve  6  scholarly  lectures  on  the  History  of  libraries,  4  of  which 
'^re  illiLStrated  \vith  lantern  slides.  The  lectures  on  History 
f  books  and  printing  were  given  by  ilr.  Henry  E.  Legler, 
^retary  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Lil)rary  commission.  Miss 
-.  E.  Steams  and  Miss  M.  E.  Ahem  gave  helpful  talks  on 
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librarianship.  The  supplementary  class  also  attended  Mr. 
Wyer's  lectures  on  United  States  documents,  foUomng  each 
lecture  with  some  hours  of  practical  work  in  the  documeat 
department  of  the  Historical  library.  The  director  of  the 
school  gave  lectures  for  one  week  on  technical  work,  including 
jBk  review,  with  emphasis  on  improvements  and  new  methods, 
also  four  lectures  on  editions. 

The  plans  are  not  yet  perfected  for  the  next  supplementary 
XJourse,  but  general  courses  of  literature  will  probably  be  oon- 
tiniiod  and  com])ined  with  some  technical  library  work. 

Supplementary  Course  Students,  1904. 


Ackley,  GabrieUa 
Baker,  Jennie 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Clara  P. 
Briggs,  Mrs.  Sophie  L. 
Calkins,  Mary  J. 
Clough,  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Cramer,  Katharine 
Doolittle,  Hattle  A. 
Dousman,  Mary  E. 
Dunn,  Martha 
Ekern,  Ruth  N. 
Hays,  Florence  C. 
Hislop,  Joanna 
King.   Edith   A. 
Kunst,  Clara  H. 
Lansing,  Cora  I. 
Loving,  Nellie  S. 
McKee,  Syrene 
Macpherson,  Maud  R. 
Melville,  Jessie 
Miller,  Zana  K. 
Nichols.  Sue  C. 
Oakes,  Blanche  M. 
Olsen,  Julia  E. 
Potter,  Katharine  M. 
Smith,  Mary  A. 
Toombs,  Helen 
Turner,  Emily 
Woodward,  Mame 


Oconomowoc,  Wis. 
Prairie  du  Sac,  Wis. 
Kenosha,  Wis. 
Madison,  Wis. 
Racine,  Wis. 
Portage,  Wis. 
Oconto,  Wis. 
Beaver  Dam,  Wis. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Stanley,  Wis. 
Madison,  Wis. 
Manitowoc,  Wis. 
Medford,  Wis. 
Jackson,  Mich. 
Antigo,  Wis. 
Neenah,  Wis. 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Leavenworth,  Kansas 
Watertown,  Wi^ 
Galena,  111. 
Neenah,  Wis. 
Fort  Atkinson,  Wis. 
Rockford,  111. 
Bast  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Baraboo,  Wis. 
Rhinelander,  Wis. 
Ripon,  Wis. 
Oshkosh,  Wis. 
Neillsville,  Wis. 
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students  of  tliis  suppleinientary  course  had,  with  three 
•BS,  previously  attended  the  elementary  course  of  this 
(wo  others  had  a  year's  training  and  the  third  was  pre- 
fer library  school. 


Attendance  Register  of  Wisconsin. 

1  School  foe  Library  Training  1895-1904. 
summarv  of  tlie  attendance  at  the  Summer  school  for 
years,  given  below,  is  exceedingly  interesting,  as  it 
le  rapid  extension  of  library  training  in  Wisconsin,  and 
ivth,  not  only  of  the  large  libraries,  but  of  tlie  number 
ries  that  are  well  administered  and  attempt  something 
:he  mere  mechanical  work  which  is  necessary  for  the 
e  of  books  and  business  records. 

3  are  20  librarians  employed  in  Wisconsin  who  have  had 
nore  years  of  training. 


Year. 


BY- 


NTABT- 


Number. 


2.1 
16 
24 
36 
40 
37 
26 
30 
31 

270 

IH 

2y 


From 
Wisconsin. 


1 

9 

12 

9 

9 

27 

24 

21 

14 

15 

140 

13 
24 


19 


Employed 

in  Wiscrmsin 

June.  '04. 


6 
o 

."> 
14 
1.') 
15 
12 
14 

89 


Time. 
Weeks. 


4 

6 
6 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 


4 

4 


3 


of  summer  school  students  at  head  of  Wisconsin  pub- 

raries  or  under  appointment  to  such  positions,  June,  1904 

of  summer  school  students  at  head  of  Wisconsin  normal 

libraries   

of  summer  school  students  in  Wisconsin  college  libraries 
amber  of  Wisconsin  summer  school  students  employed 
sconsin  libraries  or  under  appointment  to  positions,  ex- 
5  of  Document  course  students,  June,  1904 
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2 
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89 
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It  is  ix>  be  hoped  tliat  the  next  five  years  will  enable  ns  to 
add  to  this  list  all  of  the  libraries  now  established  in  Wifir 
consin,  and  that  some  training  will  be  required  for  every  posi- 
tion, a  week  at  an  institute  sufficing  for  the  librarian  of  the 
very  small  village  library^,  the  sumirner  school  course  for  the 
librarian  who  receives  a  salary  of  from  $25  to  $50  a  month, 
and  that  the  librarians  of  all  other  libraries  shall  have  beew 
trained  in  library  seh(K»l8,  or  have  taken  equivalent  work  in 
summer  school. 

Library  Institutes 

For  four  years,  one  of  the  most  cherished  plans  of  the  Com- 
mission has  been  for  a  series  of  library  institutes  for  the  prac- 
tical instruction  of  librarians  unaUe  to  attend  summer  school, 
and  for  the  inspiration  and  further  technical  training  of  those 
who  have  found  it  possible  to  devote  some  time  to  foundation 
work. 

The  constant  calls  for  help  in  organizing  new  libraries  and 
r6^o^ganizing  old  ones  have  been  met.  as  far  as  possible  and 
have  tiiken  the  entire  rime  of  the  force  available  for  institute 
work.  So  great  was  the  need,  and  so  advantageous  the 
inethrKi  of  work,  that  it  was  determined  to  devote  several 
months  to  institutes  in  1904.  A  series  of  such  meetings  ^*s 
planned,  the  state  wis  divided  into  eighteen  institute  distnctB 
and  dates  assigned.  Th(^  plan  met  with  enthusiastic  responfl^ 
from  librarians,  but  the  fulfillment  was  impossible  when  mater* 
ials  wore  destroyed  in  tho  fire  and  all  the  time  was  needed  f^^ 
preparation  for  siunmer  school. 

This  institute  work  is  most  essential  to  any  thorough  state 
system  of  library  training  and  during  the  next  biennial  period 
an  effort  will  l>e  made  1(>  establish  a  regular  series  of  sUCh 
small  schofds.  Tli<^  institute  <yeatev/s  are  in  well  organi^eid 
libraries  which  will  l>e  object  lessons  to  the  students. 
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Public  Libraries 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  complete  record  of  visits  to  librar- 
ies. The  amount  of  field  work  accomtplished  has  been  ymt- 
usually  large,  as  an  extra  assistant  has  been  employed  for  thle 
year  1903-1904.  When  possible,  the  local  library  has  boniB 
the  expense  of  organizing  work.  The  Commission  should 
have  competent  organizers  trained  to  work  in  small  libraries. 
This  will  secure  reasonable  uniformity  in  methods,  and  pro- 
i^et  the  libraries  from  iriexperienoed  librarians  who  are  usually 
the  only  ones  available  for  temporary  work. 

Azny  of  the  older  and  ^vell  established  libraries  have  not 
been  visite<l,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  organizers  who  need 
ihe  inspiration  that  conies  from,  such  visits,  and  find  in  them 
much  tliat  may  profitably  be  carrif^  to  other  libraries. 

Xew  Libraries 

During  the  l)iennial  period,  library  boards  have  beam  ap- 
)x>inited  under  the  state  law  at  East  Milwaukee,  Eleva,  Hor- 
tonville,  Hudson,  Medford,  Mondovi,  Mount  Horeb,  Omiro, 
Peshtigo,  PeMiaiikee,  Toniiahi,  Watertown,  Waupun,  Woetbiy, 
Winneoonne. 

In  Tomah  and  Waupnn  there  have  been  changes  from  sub- 
scription to  free  public  libraries.  Oakfield  has  changed  from 
township  to  village  library. 

Association  libraries  preliminary  to  organization  under  the 
^tate  law  have  been  ostahlished  in  Hartford,  Johnson's  Oeek, 
lya  Valle,  Platteville.  The  subscription  library  at  Pootville 
lias  been  reorganize<l  and  made  a  free  association  library. 

T^iBRARiES  Reorganized 

Reorganization,  including  cataloging,  has  been  done  in  the 
foUoAving  places:  Bayfield,  Lhirand,  Footville,  Fort  Atkin- 
son, Hayward,  Hillsboro,  Kilbourn,  Reedsburg,  Rib  Lake^ 
Spring  Green,  Tomah,  Viroqua.  Libraries  at  Menomonie^ 
Xeillsville,  Whitewater  and   Santa   Clara  college,    Sinsinawa, 
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have  been  cataloged  by  Coiiiimission  organizers,  but  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  library. 

Each  year,  the  numl)er  of  libraries  in  poor  conditioni  de- 
creases and  vre  may  look  forward  to  the  time  when  compara- 
tively little  time  shall  be  spent  in  such  work. 

Tliero  will,  however,  always  be  the  need  for  frequent  visits 
for  instruction  and  recommendation  if  the  libraries  aiie  to  be 
kept  to  a  high  standard.  There  are  constant  changes  of  libra- 
rians, inexperienced  people  are  given  charge  of  libraries 
which  have  carefully  made  card  catalogs.  Librarians  work- 
ing alone  become  mechanical  and  lose  enthusiasm.  All  these 
conditions  are  permanent  and  \vill  call  for  field  work  as  long 
as  there  are  libraries.  The  visitor  should  bring  inspiration, 
knowledge  of  new  methods,  and  a  kindly  criticism)  of  the  work 
of  the  library,  all  of  which  will  go  far  toward  making  the 
ideal  svstem  which  we  aim  to  have  in  Wisconsin. 

In  a  few  cases,  libraries  which  have  had  help  from  the  C5oinr 
mission  have  degenerated  on  account  of  the  poor  service,  so 
that  the  work  will  have  to  l)e  done  over  some  day.  It  seems 
unwise  to  give  help  luiletes  the  board  will  guarantee  proper 
sen^ice.  The  local  board  Womes  discouraged  and  the  expense 
to  the  Coinmission  is  doubled.  Wo  have  usually  promised 
help  upon'  the  condition  that  the  librarian  should  attend  the 
summer  school.     It  is  :il>s(>lutelv  esj^ential  for  the  welfare  of 

9 

a  reorganized  library  that  there  should  be  frequent  visits  made 
bv   the  Instructor  or   Orcranizer  -snthin   the  first  six  months 
after  rer>rganization.     A  poorly  conducted  library  is  a  menace? 
to  the  library  interests  of  a  whole  svstem. 

Aside  from  the  work  in  new  libraries,  and  reorganizing,  ol 
ones,  there  is  the  c^>nstant  effort  to  koep  all  libraries  up  to  th 
standard,  and  the  particular  points  which  we  emphasize  are 
better  lxx>ks,  trained  sen'iee,  library  extension  through  schoo 
duplicate  collections  and  branches  a^id  stations,  better  bind- 
ing,  an<l  the  use  of  printed  catalog  card§.     It  is  quite 
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sary  to  decrease  the  amount  of  technical  work  Acme  at  each 
library,  to  have  as  ranch  as  possible  of  this  work  done  at  a 
center,  so  that  the  librarian,  may  give  her  time  to  the  people*. 
The  methods  of  work  in  libraries  are  changing,  and  we  wish 
to  keep  librarians  in  touch  \vith  the  new  ideas.  It  takes 
much  work  and  many  letters  and  visits  to  rouse  some  of  them, 
and  to  persuade  them  to  take  advantage  of  opportunities  to 
secure  valuable  aids. 

PROGRESS  IX  Wisconsin  Libraries 

The  reports  made  to  the  (commission  show  the  most  marked 
tendencies  of  the  period  to  be  toward  more  liberal  extension 
<»f  library  privileges  in  allowing  readers  to  take  as  many  books 
as  are  needed  at  one  time ;  and  taking  the  library  to  the  people 
by  providing  branches  and  stations,  and  by  distribution  tlirough 
the  public  scliools. 

A  large  percentage  of  our  libraries  is  now  very  well  organ- 
ized and  equipped,  Ixx^^ks  are  carefully  selected  and  material 
made  available  by  means  of  carefully  prepared  card  catalogs. 
The  technical  side  of  library  work  has  been  strongly  emphar 
sized  in  the  past  because  it  is  the  necessary  forerunner  of  in- 
telligent extension  »work.  Only  when  the  machinery  works 
smoothly  and  a  good  orgjmization  has  been  effected  may  the 
librarian  turn  her  attention  to  broader  work,  knowing  that 
she  \nll  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  the  library 
when  it  takes  its  proper  place  in  the  educational  work  of  the 
oommunity.  For  years  past,  the  Commission  has  advocated 
trained  service,  better  or«:anization,  and  more  careful  expen- 
diture of  book-funds.  These  points  are  all  essential  if  the 
library  is  to  fulfill  its  mission  and  are  now  very  generally 
recognized  as  such.  Tlie  present  need  is  fer  librarv^  talks,  in- 
stilling the  desire  to  read,  pointing  out  the  best  lx>oks,  and  offer- 
ing to  the  untrained  readier  the  instruction  which  is  necessary 
for  intelligent  use  of  the  library.  The  technical  work  has 
prepared  the  way  for  educational  work,  and  there  is  every 
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indication  that  the  librarians  are  making  all  possible  efforts 
to  encourage  the  use  of  the  library  for  serious  study,  to  make 
it  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  public  schools,  and  to  offer  its 
resources  to  tliose  "who  have  been  deprived  of  school  privileges. 

As  collections  increase  in  size,  the  necessity  for  pointing 
out  the  hes>t  books  l>ec(»nies  apparent.  With  this,  the  demand 
for  a  higher  ty|>e  of  libviirian  is  felt,  for  the  librarian  who  in 
addition  to  her  tfH^uiical  knowlerlge  is  a  student  and  teacher. 

Trained  librarians  have  l>een  ene:age<l  for  the  libraries  at 
La  Crosse,  ()."Oiito  and  Su|")erior,  thus  increasing  the  numl>er  of 
able  workers  in  the  stnto. 

Renting  col  lei*  r  ions  of  duplicates  of  popular  books  are  now 
very  grnerally  found  in  our  ])ublic  libraries.  School  dupli- 
cate collections  (to  Vk^  circulated  in  school  rooms)  are  in  oper- 
ation in  several  places.  Jiranchos  and  stations  have  l^eeu 
established  in  nianv  of  the  larirer  cities.  A  few  libraries 
re]x>it  the  use  (^f  the  Boclley  ITead  Inx^ks  which  are  rented 
tor  a  liuiitod  period  and  exchanged  as  interest  changes,  mak- 
ing it  ]>(>ssible  to  tesl  new  lxx)ks  Ixfore  Imying. 

KtVcM'tivo  (•oo])('ratior:   with   the  public  schools  is  quite  gen- 
<:^ral.      A  fow  ])r()grossive  librarians  are  agitating  the  qucstioiv 
of  sin)T>]vinir  lKK»ks  to  be  loaned  ihrouirh  the  Sundav  schools. 

All  \ii\\'i'  felt  the  results  of  the  increase  in  book  prices,  an 
l]ier(»   is   more  general  l>uyiiiir  from   second  hand   and  specia  - 
catniogft. 

The  unnibor  of  ]il>rarios  loaning  books  to  country  people  ha  ^ 
iiicrons(Ml  roiiiarkably.  S<^vcntv-iwo  libraries  report  cards  hel-^ 
bv  coiuin^'  road(M's,  in  nnmbors  varvinii'  from  1  to  218*  Plac 
reporting**  large  luimlu'v-  of  countrv  readers  are  Stanley,  10 
RhinelayKler,  10-1  -.  riymniith,  IM*;  Oconomowoc,  168;  Porta 
176:  Arcadia,  1^2:  ]\[enomonie,  21 S.  Xone  of  these  plac 
charge  fees  for  coumry  ])0(>p]e.  Arcadia  has  a  contract  wi 
adjoininir  towns. 
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Places  Without  Libraries 

There  are  still  3  places  of  ovefr  3,000  population — ^Prairie 
dii  <  hien,  Sturgeon  Bay  and  Platteville — 3  between  2,000  and 
3,000  population* — Burlington,  l>elavan  and  Jefferson — and  23 
between  1,000  and  2,000  population  without  public  libraries 
under  the  state  law.  The  librarv'  question  is  being  agita;ted  in 
Mauston  and  Barron,  and  the  Commission  has  made  am  effort 
to  interest  people  in  Ix)di  and  Jefferson.  The  association  re- 
cently organized  at  l^lattevillo  will  probably  lead  to  a  library 
board  ujuder  the  law. 

It  is  to  be  reeretted  that  there  are  17  counties  in  Wiscon- 
sin  without  free  public  libraries  under  the  state  law.  Such 
is  the  fact,  and  in  these  counties  is  ample  opportunity  for 
work  for  some  years  to  c«:>n]e.  llie  following  list  giving  names 
of  these  counties,  with  ])opulation,  will  prove  interesting  to 
those  who  believe  in  the  educational  value  of  the  public  library 
and  its  importance  as  an  adjunct  to  the  public  school: 

Adams,  9,14 1 ;  Burnett,  7,478 ;  Calumet,  17,078 ;  Crawford, 
17,280;  l>oor,  17,583;  Florence,  3,197;  Forest,  1,396;  ^Gates, 
12,000;  Green,  22,719  (Monroe  has  an  excellent  school  library 
\^hich  is  free  to  the  public);  Iron,  G,G16;  Juneau,  20,629; 
Kewaunee,  17,212 ;.  Polk,  17,801;  Price,  9,106;  Vilas,  4,929; 
Washburn,  5,521 ;  Waushara,  15,972. 

OtFicK  Recoro  of  Public  Libkakies 

The  annual  reports  wbicli  libraries  have  sent  to  us  for  the 
pfcsi:  few  years  were  do'^trovcd,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
draw  up  a  new  annunl  refxirt  form.  A  special  historical  data 
sheet  has  been  pi'epared  and  sent  to  libraries,  asking  for  full 
information  in  rejscard  to  the  establishment  and  progress  of  the 
library.  If  the  lil>rarians  will  coo  iterate  with  the  Commish 
sion  in  gathering  historical  facts  in  regard  to  our  public 
libraries,  we  shall  have  material  for  a  most  interesting  report . 

•ESstimated  population. 
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LiBBABY  Buildings 

Mr.  Carnegie's  gifte  have  made  possible  many  new  buildings, 
as  Wisconsin  has  received  very  generous  treatment  The 
Commission  ha?  given  much  time  and  thought  to  library  build- 
ings and  furnishings  and  made  a  collection  of  plans  and  photo- 
graphs which  has  been  invaluable  during  this  period.  Ihiring 
the  pafit  two  years  there  has  been  such  an  increase,  in  build- 
ing that  there  are  now  but  12  libraries  in  the  state  which  need 
buildings  of  any  size,  and  where  present  quarters  are  totally 
inadequate.  "During  the  biennial  period,  money  has  been 
given  for  buildings  in  Antigo,  Bayfield,  Berlin,  Darlington, 
Evansville,  Hay^'ard,  Hudson,  Kaukauna,  Manitowoc,  Monroe, 
Ebinelander,  Rice  Lake,  Kichland  Center,  Viroqua,  Wausau, 
Washburn,  Waupun. 

New  London  refused  the  Carnegie  gift,  and  the  question 
is  still  open  at  Mineral  Point.  Citizens  of  Columbus  also  de- 
cided not  to  accept  the  C^iarne^e  offer.  Wausau  and  Ripon 
refused  gifts,  but  in  lx>th  cases  the  people  reversed  the  decision 
at  elections.  A  former  cicizon  of  Platte\^ille  has  made  an  offer 
to  the  city  which  is  still  mider  consideration-  The  Marshfield 
library  is  in  a  section  of  the  city  hall  built  for  the  purpose  and 
practically  a  library  building. 

The  following  list  shows  where  buildings  were  expected  or 
provided  for  previous  to  Tune,  1904: 
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Library  buildings  in  Wiaconsin 


Place. 


Antigo 

Appleton 

Baraboo  

Bayfield     

Beaver  Dam 

Beloit 

Berlin 

Black  River  Palls 
Chiopewa  Falls  . . 

Darlington 

Ean  Claire 

^EvansTille 

Fond  du  Lac    . . . . 

Green  Bay 

Hay  ward 

Hudson 

Janesville 

*Kankanna   

Kenosha  

La  Crosse 

Lake  Geneva   . . . . 

Lake  Mills 

Madison , 

Manitowoc 

Marinette 

Menasha    

tMenomonie 

Milwaakee 

Monroe 

Mosinee 

Neenab  

Oconomowoc 

Oconto 

Oshkosh  

Racine  

Rhinelander  

Rice  Lake 

Richland  Center. . 

Ripon 

Sheboyfran 

Sparta    

Stanley 

Stevens  Point 

Superior 

Thorp  

Two  Rivers 

Viroqua 

Washburn 

Waukesha 

Waupun  ....  

Wauaau  

Wansaukee 

Waawatosa 

Whitehall 

Whitewater 


Donor. 


Andrew  Carnegie 

City 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

J.J.  Williams 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Citizens 

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

A .  Eager   

(  AndrewCarnegie . . 

^City 

(Citizens 

Andrew  Carnegie 

AndrewCarnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

)  AndrewCarnegie 

)  Eldred  estate 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Z .  G.  Simmons 

C.C.  Washburn 

Mrs.  George  Sturges 

L.  D.  Kargo 

Andrew  Carnegie 

State  (for  Historical  Society) 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Isaac  Stephenson 

E.  D.  Smith 

Andrew  Tainter 

City  

H.,  E.  A  W.  Ludlow 

Joseph  Dessert 

{  Andrew  Carnegie 

/  Citizens 

Residents 

George  Farnsworth 

flarrls-Sawyer 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

And  rew  Carnegie 

AndrewCarnegie 

AndrewCarnegie 

Mrs.  Sally  F.  Moon 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Citizens 

Citizens 

AndrewCarnegie 

AndrewCarnegie 

I  Andrew  Carnegie 

i  Citizens 

AndrewCarnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

H.  P.  Bird 

Citizens 

Village    

Flavia  White     


Amount. 


115,000 
40,000 
15,000 
10,000 
25,000 
25,000 
10,000 
200 
20,000 
10,000 
40.000 
10,000 
30,000 
13,000 

6,000 
30,000 
lO.OOO 
12,000 
30,000 
10,000 
10,000 
150,000 
17,500 

7,000 

8,000 

75,000 

620,000 

25.000 

30,000 

20,000 

125,000 

512,000 

12,500 

5,000 
12.500 
15.500 

4.500 
15,000 
t55.000 
50,000 
15,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
35,000 
12.000 
15,000 
22,000 
.•50,000 
100 

4.000 
10.000 
15.000 
15,000 

3,000 
10,000 
25,000 

4,500 

5,000 


tl5,000 


Total  reported  amount  given  for  buildings  to  be  used  exclusively  for  library  purp  >3e 
12,291.900.    Of  thia  amount  Mr.  Carnegie  has  provided  1668, .500. 

*  Building  not  yat  erected,  tlncluding  site.  tOmitted  from  estimate  because  entire 
building  is  not  oaed  for  library . 

When  the  Commission  was  organized  in  1895.  there  were  three  libraries  in  the  state 
oeoQpying  thair  own  buildings.  In  June,  1904,  .55  buildings  were  either  erected  or  pro- 
Ttded  for. 
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Publications 

The  cooperative  book  lists  have  been  continued,  being  com^ 

piled  and  published  bv  the  Wisconsin  Commission  and  used 

bj  tlie  commissions  of  lowa^  Minnesota,  iN^ebraska,  (Miio  and 

Delaware.     The  Xelwaska  Commission  has   contributed  lists 

of   valuable   public    documents.     Publishers   have   been    very 

/Sfencrous   in  sendins:  copies  of  new   works,  and   all  selections 

have  been  made  after  careful  reading.     Serial  numbers  for 

ordering  printed  catalog  cards  from  the  Library  of  Congress 

have    been   added    to    recent   lists.     The    list   of   publications 

distributed  sirice  the  last  report,  is  as  follows: 

Buying  list  of  recent  books.     6  nos. 
Special  book  lists.     2  nos. 

Selected  list  of  books  for  girls  and  young  women;  by  L.  E.  Stearns 
Selected  list  of  books  on  gardens  and  gardening;  by  L.  E.  Stearns 
Bibliography  bulletins.     4  nos. 

Selected  list  of  books  on  physics,  by  C.  E.  Mendenhall 
Selected  list  of  books  on  economics;  by  T.  S.  Adams 
Selected  list  of  books  on  sociology;  by  B.  H.  Meyer 
Selected  list  of  books  on  the  fine  arts;  by  Katharine  Patten 
German  books  for  public  libraries 

The  free  library  as  a  department  of  the  city  government;  by  F.  A. 
Hutchins 

Influence  of  the  village  library;  by  H.  P.  Bird 

Library  buildings  in  Wisconsin 

The  Commission,  what  it  is. 

Reports  of  public  libraries,  June,  1903. 

Library  law.     19o3. 

Copy  for  tlio  new  (Mliviou  of  the  Siiira'ostive  list  of  books  for  a 
small  liln-jirv,  the  re>iilt  of  manv  weeks'  work,  was  ready  for  the 
printer  when  tlio  capitol  l>iirnccl.  This  is  a  most  useful  publi- 
cation, doix'nded  np<»n  l»y  the  majority  of  tlie  small  libraries, 
and  it  will  be  neocssary  t<>  ])rej)aro  new  copy  at  once. 

The  gToat  need  in  pul)li(^atinns  is  for  select,  annotated  lists 
of  lKM)k&  on  special  >idvjf'cts.  The  cnrrent  book  lists  published 
l>j  the  Conimisvsion  arc  \\\(^  only  available  aids  in  selection  of 
new  Injoks  and  oftWt  a  arcat  savin<r  in  money  throughout  tEe 
state.     A  bulletin,  whicli  shall  contain  state  library  -n&wa  and 
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serve  as  a  mediam  of  comiminication  bet\\'^een  the  Commission 
and  the  libraries,  is  miuh  needed. 

Printed  Oataloo  Cai:ds 

During  tlie  past  year  ^^x»  have  made  a  special  point  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  printed  catalog  cards,  have  written  about 
them  and  have  printed  nnmlxTs  necessary  to  secnre  them  on  our 
printed  lists.  We  have  also  arranged  for  the  distribution 
through  the  state  of  22  .^^ets  (with  full  directions  for  use)  of  the 
catalog  cards  for  children's  lxx>ks  printed  by  the  Carnegie  li- 
brars'  of  Pittsburgh.  We  have  made  a  traveling  catalog  of  one 
sot  of  these  oards,  so  that  librarians  who  have  previously  cata- 
loged their  libraries  may  compare  their  work  with  this  and  in- 
sert extra  cards,  and  others  who  are  now  cataloging  may  copy 
the  cards,  as  the  sc*ts  cini  not  now  be  secured.  This  traveling 
catalog  will  also  lK^  must  useful  to  our  organizers,  and  will 
save  time  in  the  field  work.  The  Carnegie  library  at  Pitts- 
burgh has,  since  the  d(3stniction  of  our  set,  made  us  a  miost 
generous  gift  of  one  coni]>lete  set  of  these  cards* 

The  Library  of  Congress  now  oflFers  a  complete  set  of  cards 
for  the  8000  books  selected  for  the  model  library  at  St.  Louis 
for  $125.  We  have  sr(*uro<l  a  set  of  these  cards.  This  help 
will  have  its  effect  upon  the  field  work,  and  make  it  i>ossible 
to  reorganize  more  libraries  in  a  given  time.  We  shall  not  be 
willing  hereafter  to  write  cards  which  may  be  secured  at  a 
small  cost  from  the  Library  of  Conaress. 

The  Commission  llo^  inade  a  traveling  catalog  of  these  cards 
for  8000  selected  i.MX>k>  and  will  L-an  it  for  pur[x>ses  of  selec- 
tion. 

St.  Tx)uis  Exhibit 

The  Commission  had  pr(*]>ared  for  St.  Louis  a  most  interest- 
ing exhibit  of  photographs,  ])lans  and  publications.  After  the 
burning  of  the  first  collection,  material  was  again  collected  and 
a  permanent  exhil>it  made  which  shows  most  effectively  the 
status  of  libraries  in  the  state  and  the  work  of  the  Commission. 
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ClI ARIES    1N[cCaRTIIY.    LIBRARIAN. 

Tlio  entire  libran^  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  the  oapitoL 
Tliroii^h  tho  helpful  effort!*  c)f  state  officials  the  iinoleus  of  a 
new  collection  was  secured  and  placed  in  one  of  the  repaired 
rooms  near  the  state  library.  This  room  was  given  to  the  state 
librarv'  by  the  Capitol  Improvement  commission  before  the  fire. 
Librarian  Berryman  transferred  to  this  room  such  documents 
l^elon^in^  to  the  collection  of  the  State  library  as  would  prove 
valuable. 

Through  the  srenerosity  of  the  State  historical  society  about 
300  volumes  were  made  available  for  immediate  use  in  the 
capitol.  These  volumes  have  been  placed  in  the  several  state 
departments. 

Some  su<rp:estions  ps  to  future  work  may  be  pertinent  at  this 
time:  Sooner  or  later  all  of  the  states  of  this  country  must 
have  legislative  expert?  who  "rather  and  correlate  the  mateiial 
used  by  lepslative  and  adTuinistrative  bodies.  Dr.  Whitten  is 
doing  valuable  work  of  this  sort  in  New  York,  but  he  merely 
touches  this  vast  and  |)rofitable  field  for  investigation.  The 
work  in  Wisconsin  is  im  its  initial  stacre.  In  the  futune  the 
^eat  work  of  indexinfi:  and  digestin^:  and  criticising  current 
leg-islation  and  tho  publieationi  of  such  critical  data  lies  before 
the  department.  It  will  Ik:  a  work  second  to  none  in  the  coun- 
1r\'  in  value,  and  one  in  which  our  state  can  lead  all  oithers  in 
addinir  tlie  seif»nee  and  experience  of  the  scholar  to  the  practical 
work  of  the  legislator  and   administrator.     Besides  gatihering 
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material  and  building  up  the  library,  this  work  mu&t  be  under- 
taken in  the  near  future.  It  is  a  work  which  will  ilequire  ex- 
pert help  and  the  arrangement  of  combinations  with  other  states* 
The  first  consideration  must  be  the  establishment  of  an 
efficient  library.  This  will  cost  much  more  than  formerly  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  when  the  old  library  was  started,  there 
was  so  much  material  already  in  the  capitol  to  begin  on.  Tlie 
work  of  the  department  is  gi'owing  daily  in  demand,  and  a 
very  much  better  library  than  at  the  last  session  is  needed  to 
accommodate  ever>-body. 
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LIBKAKY  :MEETIXGS. 

A  Western  library  meeting  was  held  imder  the  auspices  of 
the  Commission'  at  Madison,  Augiist  28-30,  1902.  One  hun- 
dred fifty-four  poreons  were  registered,  of  whoim  109  were  from 
Wisconsin,  l':^  other  states  being  represented' 

Wisconsin  Library  Association 

A  business  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  library  association  was 
held  August  29,  1902,  in  connection  Avith  the  Western  library 
meeting.  Officers  elected  :  President,  P.  V.  Lawson,  Menasha ; 
Vice-President,  Miss  Julia  E.  Elliott,  Marinette;  Secretary, 
Miss  Emily  Turner,  Oshkosh ;  Treasurer,  Miss  EUen  D.  Biscoe,. 
Eau  Claire. 

Tlie  fourteenth  animinl  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held 
at  Milwaukev^  and  Racine  February  22-23,  1904.  Officers 
ele<*ted:  President,  H.  P.  Bird,  Wausaukee;  Vice-President^ 
Miss  Marv'  L.  Stillmar,  Milwaukee;  Secretary,  Miss  Bertha 
!Marx,  Sheboygaui;  Treasurer,  ilis?  Clara  H.  Kunst,  Antigio. 

Fox  River  Valley  Lilkary  Association 

A  meeting  of  tlie  Fox  River  Valley  library  association  was 
held  at  Oshkosh  in  Xoveniber,  1902,  and  at  Marinette  in  Octo- 
ber, 1903-  Officers:  President,  II.  P.  Bird,  Wausaukee;  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Anderson,  ^Manitowoc;  Secretary,  Miss 
Floreiieo  Hays,  Manitowoc;  Treasurer,  ^Miss  Lucy  L.  Pleasants, 
Menasha. 

Traveling  Library  Institute 

An  Institute  for  the  librarians  of  the  Stout  traveling  library 
system  of  Dunn  county  was  held  at  Menomonie  in  Novembep, 
1902. 
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Public  I^ibraby  Institute 

The  first  Insftitxite  for  librarians  of  public  libraries  was  coii- 
ducted  by  Miss  Steams  at  Marshfield  in  May,  1903.  Seven 
librarians  were  present  and  many  problems  of  library  admin- 
istration  were  discussed. 
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APPENDIX. 


EXTEAOTS  FROM  LIBRARY  REPORTS. 

The  following  selections  from  the  annual  reparts  of  libraries 
for  1904  serve  to  show  the  trend  of  library  activities  in  the 
state.  They  also  prove  conclusively  that  Wisconsin  has  a  nimt- 
ber  of  thoughtful,  progiTssive  librarians  who  are  giving  library 
problems  careful  study. 

ANTIGO 

Reading  room 

The  room  has  been  inadequate  for  the  number  of  patrons.  It  haa 
succeeded  in  attracting  the  young  men,  who  find  nearly  all  of  the  best 
periodicals  on  the  tables,  and  who  patronize  it  to  such  an  extent  that 
oftentimes  some  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  vacant  chair. 

School  work 

The  work  with  the  schools  this  year  has  confined  itself  necessarily  to 
suggestions  to  teachers  individually  and  giving  special  attention  to 
pupils  who  come  from  schools  for  help  on  some  given  subject.  A 
number  of  the  lower  grades  have  been  having  debates  in  their  schools 
and  it  has  been  surprising  how  well  they  have  done  with  the  material 
that  has  been  found  for  them  at  the  library.  The  pupils  at  the  hi^ 
school  have  turned  almost  invariably  to  the  library  when  some  topic 
for  debate  or  essay  has  been  assigned  them.  The  teachers  have  almost 
without  exception  been  glad  of  any  help  that  could  be  given  their  pupils 
and  have  not  hesitated  to  send  them  down  to  the  library  for  anything 
in  pictures,  magazine  articles,  books,  etc.,  that  we  had  to  offer  them. 
All  of  the  teachers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  special  privileges  for 
teachers,  including  those  of  the  parochial  schools.  Our  object  has  been 
to  impress  on  the  patrons  the  fact  that  the  school  and  library  ought  to 
work  together.  That  this  is  at  least  in  part  a  success  and  that  they 
look  to  the  library  as  only  another  branch  of  the  school  is  manifest  by 
the  fact  that  among  the  children  the  librarian  goes  by  the  name  of 
"Library  teacher." 
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Foreign  hooks 

At  the  beginning  of  the  library  we  purchased  both  Polish  and  Bohe- 
mian books,  about  thirty-flve  of  each,  which  were  warmly  welcomed  by 
the  foreign-born  patrons,  but  they  have  been  read  and  re-read  until 
now  but  very  few  circulate.  It  would  be  well  if  we  could  purchase 
more  of  each  or  do  something  toward  obtaining  traveling  libraries. 
The  German  patrons  have  been  supplied  by  a  traveling  library  sent 
out  by  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  a  collection  of  about 
thirty-seven  books  that  is  returned  every  six  months.  The  books  are 
very  popular  and  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  demand.  I  would  sug- 
gest subscribing  for  another  traveling  library,  so  that  we  would  have 
a  larger  supply. 

Bulletins  and  pictures 

Special  bulletins  have  been  made  for  all  important  days  and  on  spe- 
cial subjects,  and  hung  in  the  regular  bulletin  space,  and  have  been 
conducive  to  an  increased  circulation  of  the  books  so  advertised.  Ser- 
eral  hundred  pictures  have  been  mounted  and  classified  with  great  care 
for  use  in  the  schools  in  geography,  nature  and  language  work.  In 
geography  Hood's  photos  have  been  found  very  valuable,  and  the 
mounted  pictures  of  birds  and  flowers  have  also  been  much  appreciated. 
Both  the  bulletins  and  the  mounted  pictures  are  loaned  to  teachers  and 
pupils. 

Circulation 

The  circulation  has  been  unusually  large  this  year,  the  daily  average 
being  ninety-eight  for  the  entire  year,  which  fact  has  made  it  impossi- 
ble to  do  as  much  in  other  lines  as  was  hoped  for  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year.  We  are  glad  to  report,  though,  that  the  increase  in  fiction 
has  not  been  any  greater,  in  fact,  not  as  great,  as  the  increase  in  other 
lines.  New  books  have  been  purchased  frequently  and  the  shelves 
freshened  with  new  supplies,  which  has  been  the  reason  of  the  steady 
heavy  circulation. 

Clara  H.  Kuxst.  Librarian. 


DARLINGTON 


The  prospects  of  the  library  have  vastly  improved  during  the  past 
year.  Large  additions  have  been  made  to  it.  and  the  patronage  it  has 
received  exceeds  any  previous  year  in  its  history.  The  generous  gift 
of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Carnegie  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  build  a  library 
building  was  at  once  accepted  by  the  city,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
gift,  that  the  city  should  obtain  a  suitable  site  for  the  building  and 
should  appropriate  one  thousand  dollars  annually  to  maintain  the 
library,  were  promptly  complied  with.  The  site  is  the  old  school  house 
lot  which  faces  the  public  square,  and  was  donated  by  the  school  dis- 
trict. It  is  an  ideal  location.  A  plan  for  the  building  has  been  made 
and  adopted,  a  sketch  of  which  is  on  exhibition  at  the  library  rooms. 
Contracts  for  the  erection  of  the  building  will  soon  be  let.  and  it  is 
hoped  before  the  close  of  the  present  year  that  the  building  will  be 
completed  and  the  library  will  be  in  its  new  and  permanent  home. 
The  city  should  be  congratulated  uiwn   the  permanent  establishment 
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of  a  free  public  library,  in  a  suitable  building  of  its  own.  The  library 
is,  we  think,  well  selected  and  adapted  to  the  taste  and  needs  of  the 
people,  and  has  already  reached  respectable  proportions.  Large  addi- 
tions must  be  made,  but  a  very  few  years  will  equip  it  thoroughly  and 
make  it  a  power,  in  character  building,  with  the  people  of  the  city  and 
surrounding  country. 

P.  A.  Orton,  President. 


KENOSHA 


Baok  displays 

We  have  added  three  handsome  sloping  bookcases  to  the  furniture 
of  the  rotunda,  enabling  us  to  make  fine  displays  of  new  books,  or  of 
t>ooks  on  special  subjects,  etc.,  noticeably  increasing  the  circulation  in 
the  different  classes  thus  placed  before  the  public.  It  has  proved  to  be 
a  rery  advantageous  way  of  bringing  out  valuable  material  which  oth- 
erwise might  stand  unnoticed  on  the  shelves. 

Renting  collection 

The  renting  collection  has  stood  the  test  of  time,  and  continued  in 
popularity.  The  receipts  have  been  such  as  to  enable  us  to  repay  to 
the  general  library  account  the  amount  advanced  in  the  beginning  to 
start  this  little  enterprise — so  that  it  not  only  has  now  paid  for  itself, 
but  has  twenty-seven  books  on  hand,  and  $35.57  in  the  treasury. 

School  work 

The  school  duplicate  collection  has  also  continued  to  be  most  satis* 
factory.  With  the  purchase  of  116  more  books,  and  a  smaller  number 
sent  to  each  room,  we  increased  the  number  of  grade  school  rooms 
having  the  use  of  these  books  from  thirteen  to  twenty-two.  The  wil- 
lingness of  the  teachers  to  carry  on  the  extra  work  entailed  by  the 
care  and  circulation  of  these  books  is  due  largely  to  their  appreciation 
of  its  great  value  to  the  children.  Without  their  co-operation  we  could 
do  nothing.  With  it,  we  feel  we  are  doing  much  toward  forming  the 
habit  of  right  reading  among  our  future  men  and  women. 

More  teachers  are  sending  their  pupils  to  the  library  for  reference 
work  than  during  any  previous  year,  and  have  reported  very  satisfac- 
tory results.  They  are  also  availing  themselves  freely  of  the  special 
teacher's  cards,  eleven  more  than  last  year  having  been  issued,  making 
a  total  of  104,  with  a  circulation  of  7,259,  allowing  two  weeks  to  each 
book.  ' 

Special  cards 

Our  special  cards  have  also  done  good  service,  and  have  been  very 
popular  for  club  work,  courses  of  study,  debates,  etc.  Thirty-five  cards 
have  been  issued,  with  a  circulation  of  1379. 

Circulation 

Our  circulation  has  increased  in  numbers,  while  the  standard  as 
shown  by  the  decrease  in  percentage  of  fiction  circulated  continues  to 
be  quite  satisfactory.    The  following  summary  for  the  four  years  of 
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the  existence  of  this  library  will  show  what  growth  we  have  made  in 
this  department. 


Year. 

Cireolation. 

ChUdren'8 
stories. 

Adnlt 
fiction. 

Total  per- 
centage of 
fiction. 

I90Q-'01 

36,236 
46,913 
56,364 
64,836 

34 
38 
27.5 
27.5 

44 

39 

38.5 

38.5 

78 

1901-02 

77 

1902-'08 

66 

1908-'04 

66 

This  increase  in  the  reading  of  non-flction  may  be  attributed  to  sev- 
eral difterent  causes.  One  reason  has  already  been  mentioned,  in  our 
improved  facilities  for  displaying  books.  Another  reason  worthy  of 
consideration  is  that  we  now  purchase  small  lists  of  books  each  month 
instead  of  a  large  number  three  or  four  times  a  year,  and  are  thuB 
enabled  to  quickly  meet  requests  for  particular  books  at  the  time  they 
are  needed.  Our  increasing  work  with  debaters  from  schools,  colleges 
and  societies,  who  now  come  to  the  library  as  a  matter  of  course  for 
material,  is  no  small  element  in  raising  the  standard  of  books  issued. 
Finally,  the  thorough  work  with  the  women's  club  and  the  lists  of  books 
on  special  subjects  prepared  and  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  may  be 
counted  among  the  causes  for  this  gain  in  the  reading  of  non-fiction. 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Babnes,  Librarian. 


MARINETTE 


Bodley  club 

To  meet  the  demand  for  recent  books,  especially  new  fiction,  the 
Library  board  in  February  subscribed  to  the  Bodley  club  library.  For 
1125  per  year,  125  books  are  furnished,  and  may  be  exchanged  once  a 
month.  The  circulation  from  this  collection  is  1283  for  the  four  months 
it  has  been  in  use,  an  average  of  10  issues  for  each  book.  It  has  not 
been  found^  necessary  to  exchange  all  the  books  each  month,  and  only 
two  exchanges  have  been  made  since  its  installment. 

The  service  thus  far  has  been  satisfactory.  Use  has  been  made  of 
it  to  secure  popular  new  books  while  library  copies  are  at  the  bindery. 

Catalog 

The  use  of  printed  cards  supplied  by  the  Library  of  Congress  and  by 
the  Carnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh  at  a  nominal  cost  has  materially  les- 
sened the  labor  of  cataloging. 

Cards  are  ordered  from  the  Library  of  Congress  when  books  are 
ordered  and  usually  arrive  in  advance  of  the  books.  The  use  of  printed 
cards  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  has  proved  to  be  an  unqualified 
success. 
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Talks  on  reference  books 

At  the  request  of  the  Woman's  club  six  lectures  on  reference  books 
and  the  use  of  the  library  were  arranged  for  on  the  club  program,  one 
Jecture  being  given  each  month.    The  subjects  covered  were  as  follows: 

The  relation  of  the  library  to  the  community:  The  card  catalog, 
classification  and  arrangement  of  books  on  the  shelves:  Indexes,  en- 
cyclopedias and  dictionaries;  Special  encyclopedias  and  dictionaries; 
Handbooks  of  general  information. 

The  increased  interest  in  the  library,  and  a  more  independent  use 
of  the  books  well  repaid  the  time  and  effort  expended. 

Another  year  plans  have  been  made  for  a  similar  course  to  be  given 
to  the  High  school  students. 

Book  marks 

At  the  close  of  school  a  year  ago.  Wisconsin  Commission  book  marks 
containing  lists  of  good  books  for  different  grades,  were  issued  to  the 
children,  and  a  record  kept  of  books  read.  All  the  children  reading 
from  the  same  book  mark  belonged  in  an  informal  way  to  a  club  named 
from  the  book  mark.  In  June  of  this  year  the  Arabian  Nights  book 
mark  club  held  its  first  meeting.  A  contest  was  planned,  consisting  of 
questions  about  the  books,  which  the  children  were  to  answer.  Out 
of  eight  questions  asked,  one  boy  answered  seven:  the  smallest  number 
of  questions  answered  was  four,  although  it  had  been  almost  a  year 
since  the  books  were  read.  The  children  entered  into  the  contest  with 
interest,  and  took  great  pleasure  in  repeating  the  stories  they  had  read. 
Meetings  of  the  other  clubs  will  be  held  during  the  summer. 

School  work 

Two  of  the  schools  were  supplied  during  the  winter  with  school  room 
libraries.  Only  twenty-five  volumes  at  one  time  could  be  spated  for 
each  room.  With  from  forty  to  fifty  pupils  in  a  room  it  was  impossible 
to  satisfy  the  demand 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  books  were  loaned  2.393  times  through 
the  school  rooms,  an  average  of  nine  times  for  each  book. 

The  importance  of  these  school  room  libraries  cannot  be  overesti- 
mated. The  reading  of  the  children  can  be  more  carefully  supervised, 
reading  habits  can  be  inculcated,  and  the  bad  habit  of  over-reading  cor- 
rected more  effectively  than  in  any  other  way. 

In  this  way  also  books  are  brought  into  the  hands  of  many  children 
"who  would  otherwise  never  read  outside  of  their  text  books,  and  into 
many  homes  where  books  are  unknown. 

The  fifi:ures  siven  do  not  repre.sent  the  number  of  times  the  books 
are  read,  as  the  parents  enjoy  them  as  well  as  the  children. 

The  teachers  have  cordially  co-operated  in  this  work,  and  have  given 
their  own  time  to  issue  the  books.  They  all  report  the  plan  as  satis- 
factory, and  the  only  objection  is  that  the  number  of  books  is  too  lim- 
ited. 

More  books  are  greatly  needed  for  similar  collections  in  other  rooms 
and  schools,  and  for  larger  collections  in  each  room.  A  separate  dupli- 
cate collection  should  be  provided  for  this  purpose,  so  that  a  ssrstem  of 
exchanges  could  be  arranged,  and  the  collection  in  the  children's  room 

not  be  depleted. 

JrrrA  E.  Elliott,  Librarian. 
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MARSHFIELD 

Work  with  the  schools 

This  work  has  greatly  increased  during  the  past  year.  The  number 
of  books  issued  on  teachers'  cards  has  increased  from  287  to  576. 
Through  the  entire  school  year  books  were  reserved  for  high  school 
classes  in  history  and  science.  The  time  limit  for  these  books  was 
twenty-four  hours.  Thus  a  few  books  were  made  to  benefit  a  large 
number  of  students. 

Singly  and  in  groups  the  students  were  taught  to  use  the  catalog, 
Poole's  index,  and  the  most  important  reference  books,  and  it  has 
been  pleasing  to  note  the  intelligent  use  they  have  made  of  the 
library. 

During  the  year  twenty-eight  public  and  parochial  school-rooms  were 
visited,  and  as  many  talks  given  by  the  librarian  on  the  library  and 
the  use  and  care  of  books. 

H.  Della  Ellinwood,  Librarian. 


NEENAH 


Loan  desk 

Many  new  readers  have  been  registered  during  the  last  six  months. 
Some  no  doubt  have  been  attracted  by  the  novelty  of  the  new  building, 
but  a  large  proportion  will  remain  permanent  patrons.  Non-fiction 
special  privilege  cards  have  been  added  this  year.  Upon  these  cards 
patrons  are  allowed  to  draw  any  reasonable  number  of  non-fiction 
books  and  these  are  not  finable  for  one  month  from  the  date  on  the 
card.  A  number  of  people  take  up  special  courses  of  reading  and  others 
write  papers  for  various  clubs.  The  rules  which  govern  the  books  of 
fiction  interfere  with  the  free  use  of  library  books  needed  to  carry  on 
this  special  study,  and,  as  the  books  of  the  library  belong  to  the  public", 
it  is  considered  a  wise  policy  to  make  them  as  free  as  possible.  It 
reduces  the  income  from  fines  somewhat  and  also  the  figures  showing 
the  circulation,  but  the  added  convenience  to  our  readers  counterbal- 
ances these  small  losses  to  our  statistics.  This  seems  to  be  the  age  of 
statistics,  and  sometimes  librarians  like  to  swell  their  annual  account- 
ing by  methods  which  do  not  always  show  the  actual  conditions.  If  a 
reader  draws  a  thick  book  of  history  and,  being  unable  to  read  it 
through  in  two  weeks,  has  it  renewed  for  two  more  weeks,  there  is  no 
very  good  reason  for  counting  that  book  twice  in  the  circulation,  as 
only  one  reader  had  it,  and  the  book  has  only  been  read  once.  Some 
of  the  best  libraries  in  the  country  are  trying  to  make  library  restric- 
tions fewer  in  number,  and  it  certainly  seems  desirable  that  the  non-^ 
fiction  books  should  be  made  as  attractive  as  possible  in  order  to  make 
them  circulate.  It  has  been  noticed  that  very  often  people  draw  such 
books  more  readily  when  they  are  told  they  may  keep  them  a  month. 
The  number  of  non-fiction  cards  taken  out  was  115. 

Children  in  the  library 

We  feel  especially  gratified  over  the  interest  which  the  boys  and  girls 
have  shown  In  their  new  room;  10,182  books  have  been  drawn  from  the 
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children's  room.  The  teachers  have  shown  an  added  interest  in  the 
library,  33  having  had  special  cards  upon  which  they  were  allowed  to 
draw  books  for  school  use;  348  books  were  taken  out  by  the  teachers. 
The  children  have  had  instruction  in  the  classification  of  books,  the 
seventh  grade  children  coming  in  sections  and  learning  by  practical 
Illustration  in  the  library  the  meaning  of  the  simple  class  divisions. 
They  have  also  learned  to  use  many  of  the  reference  books  in  connec- 
tion with  their  school  work.  Much  more  instruction  is  needed  in  other 
grades,  but  lack  of  time  has  prevented  any  extensive  supplementary 
work  with  the  schools. 

The  dictionary  catalog  for  the  children's  books  is  completed  and 
placed  in  a  case  in  their  room.  This  work  was  greatly  furthered  by 
the  use  of  the  printed  cards  which  were  supplied  at  a  nominal  cost 
from  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh  libraries,  and  saved  much  time  and 
technical  work. 

Book  buying 

The  plan  of  buying  new  books  regularly  once  a  month  has  met  witll 
much  favor  and  the  appropriation,  though,  small,  has  seemed  to  keep 
up  the  interest.  As  the  method  of  choosing  books  for  the  library  is  not 
always  understood,  it  may  be  well  to  explain  the  matter.  When  any 
particular  book  not  belonging  to  the  library  is  called  for  at  the  loan 
desk,  the  name  of  the  book  is  taken,  and  if  the  librarian  considers  it 
worthy  she  adds  it  to  the  list  for  recommendation  to  the  Book  conunit- 
tee.  Teachers  are  continually  asked  to  send  names  of  books  for  spe- 
cial work.  The  needs  of  the  study  clubs  are  considered,  and  boolos 
required  for  their  use  are  added.  A  particular  effort  has  been  made  the 
past  year  to  supply  books  of  a  practical  value  to  people  who  are  inter- 
ested in  electricity,  mechanics,  boat  building,  sailing  and  the  like,  and 
we  wish  to  pay  more  attention  in  the  future  to  this  class  of  readers. 
Any  requests  from  such  patrons  will  always  have  careful  consideration. 

The  Suggestive  list  of  books  for  a  small  library  and  the  Buying  lists 
of  new  books,  prepared  by  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  commission,  are 
invaluable  aid  in  our  book  selection.  With  our  small  appropriation  for 
books  we  cannot  afford  to  experiment  with  the  doubtful  books^  or  with 
those  not  well  recommended.  The  Wisconsin  Commission  has  rendered 
the  state  a  most  valuable  service  in  the  preparation  of  these  lists  for 
smaller  libraries. 

The  Book  committee  meets  once  each  month  and  looks  over  the  list 
prepared  by  the  librarian  and  when  approved  by  this  committee  the 
books  are  ordered.  It  is  hoped  that  the  amount  set  apart  for  books 
another  year  may  be  increased,  so  ihat  we  may  be  able  to  buy  more 
extensively. 

Lists  of  the  new  books  have  been  printed  in  the  local  papers  every 
month  and  a  list  is  also  kept  in  plain  sight  under  the  glass  on  the  loan 
desk.  Several  times  we  have  had  reprints  made  from  the  lists  in  the 
papers  for  distribution  to  readers,  but  as  they  were  not  much  used  the 
practice  has  been  dropped. 

Fiction  ifi  the  library 

Just  what  amount  of  fiction  should  be  purchased  by  a  public  library 
Is  a  much  disputed  question.  A  few  libraries  take  the  view  that  the 
library  is  for  the  people  and  if  they  will  not  read  good  books  it  is  bet- 
ter for  them  to  read  Mary  J.  Holmes  or  the  Duchess  than  not  to  read 
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at  all,  but  your  book  committee  believe  that  there  are  too  many  booloi 
of  a  more  elevating  character  to  warrant  the  waste  of  a  small  fund  on 
such  books.  Pew  public  libraries,  the  size  of  ours,  have  such  a  large 
proportion  of  fiction  on  their  shelves,  and  we  need  to  be  doubly  carofnl 
in  the  choice  of  new  fiction.  That  some  new  fiction  will  be  booght 
that  proves  poor  is  inevitable,  but  we  try  at  least  to  keep  the  standard 
as  high  as  possible.  Mr.  Herbert  Putnam,  librarian  of  the  Congree- 
sional  library,  has  said:  "It  is  an  error  to  discuss  the  circulation  of 
fiction  merely  as  fiction.  We  all  read  novels,  we  all  J;>rofit  by  them. 
To  jiupply  them  is  a  legitimate  function  of  the  public  library,  which  is 
rn  part  to  furnish  instruction  through  recreation,  and  to  cultivate  tlie 
taste  as  well  as  the  understanding." 

The  future 

The  modern  public  library  board  is  no  longer  content  with  fumiah- 
ing  an  attractive  building  and  good  books  and  then  waiting  patiently 
for  the  readers  to  come  to  the  library.  It  is  considered  necessary  in 
these  times  to  make  special  effort  to  attract  people  who  do  not  oome 
of  their  own  accord.  There  are  various  methods  of  library  extenaioii 
which  have  been  tried  in  other  places  that  are  well  worth  considera- 
tion. School  buildings  might  be  utilized  for  library  us^  to  a  much 
greater  extent.  Those  buildings  cost  the  city  a  large  amount  of  money 
and  are  idle  during  nearly  a  fourth  of  the  year.  Some  of  the  schools 
which  are  iat  a  distance  from  the  library  could  very  easily  be  made 
library  stations.  A  small  collection  of  good  books  selected  from  the 
main  library  could  be  sent  to  the  school  buildings  and  the  boolu 
changed  at  regular  intervals.  One  of  the  assistants  from  the  library 
could  be  ;at  the  school  buildings  on  certain  days  for  the  exchange  of 
books  by  readers,  or  a  teacher  could  be  instructed  in  the  method  of 
charging  books  and  the  work  delegated  to  her.  It  would  require  very 
little  of  her  time  and  would  without  doubt  bring  large  results.  Both 
adults  and  children  could  be  served  in  this  way. 

The  dependence  of  public  libraries  and  public  schools  upon  each 
Other  should  be  very  great.  The  pupils  and  teachers  need  more  instruc- 
tion regarding  available  material  along  the  line  of  their  work  which 
ts  at  their  disposal  in  the  library,  and  to  a  large  extent  the  success  of 
the  library,  depends  upon  the  interest  shown  in  it  by  the  schools.  The 
nearer  they  can  be  brought  together,  the  greater  will  be  the  harmony 
in  their  work. 

Collections  of  good  books,  both  for  recreation  and  study,  could  be 
placed  in  some  of  the  factories  and  mills,  and  the  books  changed  in 
much  the  same  way  as  is  suggested  for  the  school  buildings. 

We  have  a  fine  room  which  may  be  used  as  a  seminar  room,  where 
teachers  could  bring  their  classes  for  special  research  work,  and  the 
room  is  also  a  convenient  place  in  which  any  small  study  club  could 
hold  its  meetings.  Clubs  too  small  to  care  for  the  larger  room  down- 
stairs would  find  this  available. 

It  is  only  by  looking  into  the  future  and  making  a  steady  stand  for 
progress  that  our  ideals  for  the  public  library  may  be  attained.  If  we 
are  not  ready  for  these  things  yet,  it  is  well  to  think  about  them  and 
to  make  them  realities  as  soon  as  posisble. 

Zana  K.  Miller,  Librarian. 
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PORTAGE 

Circulation 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  call  your  attention  td  the  increase  in  non- 
fiction  read.  Last  year  we  showed  a  reduction  in  the  fiction  read  from 
77.7  per  cent,  to  72.7  per  cent.  This  year  fiction  is  reduced  to  66.5  per 
cent,  of  the  total  circulation.  This  satisfactory  showing  of  non-fiction 
would  be  materially  better  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  all  our  largn 
department  of  art  books  and  some  others  when  used  by  the  women's 
clubs  and  all  the  books  used  by  the  high  school  debaters  and  studaitB 
engaged  in  theme  contest  work  are  for  the  time  reserved  and  placed 
among  the  reference  books,  and  so  are  not  listed  in  our  circulation. 

This  showing  is  not  without  cause.  The  increase  is  effected  by 
bringing  to  the  front  material  of  present  interest,  such  as  books  bear- 
ing on  the  Russo-Japanese  war,  the  trusts,  and  trades  unions.  A  fur- 
ther increase  comes  from  our  endeavor  to  create  an  interest  in  new 
lines  of  reading,  such  as  nature  study.  In  this  connection  we  invited 
the  public  to  co-operate  with  us  in  the  preparation  of  a  bird  calendar 
which  we  posted  in  the  library,  an  act  which  has  led  to  a  call  for 
books  on  ornithology  and  bird  lore.  The  issuance  of  non-fiction  cards 
has  also  had  an  Influence  on  the  increase. 

Book  marks 

In  the  children's  reading  courses  arranged  by  the  State  Library 
Commission  we  may  look  for  another  cause  for  the  exceUent  showing 
in  non-fiction.  Each  of  these  courses  consist  of  ten  carefully  selected 
tK>oks  covering  every  class  of  reading,  and  the  namue  of  the  child  who 
has  read  every  book  in  any  one  of  the  courses  is  Inscribed  on  a  roll  of 
honor  set  up  in  the  public  library  and  also  in  the  school  which  the 
child  attends.  Seventy-three  children  have  read  at  least  one  of  these 
courses  and  a  number  have  read  more,  while  a  large  number  are  en- 
gaged in  courses  not  yet  completed. 

Local  History 

We  are  pleased  to  note  an  increased  interest  in  local  history,  the 
incentive  to  which  is  largely  found  in  the  prizes  offered  by  the  wom- 
en's clubs  for  the  best  work  on  that  subject.  A  similar  interest  in  art 
obtains  from  that  cause.  While  these  prizes  are  directly  offered  to 
the  school,  they  have  an  immediate  effect  upon  library  work  and  we 
endeavor  to  co-operate  in  every  way  to  make  the  aims  and  efforts  of 
the  clubs  successful. 

Reading  room 

The  reading  room  during  the  past  year  has  enjoyed  an  increased 
attendance.  The  large  supply  of  periodicals  has  attracted  and  held 
many  readers,  while  increasing  numbers  are  reading  the  more  sub* 
stantial  books  from  the  shelves. 

Renting  collection 

The  renting  collection  Is  still  maintained.  Some  of  the  older  books 
which  have  paid  for  themselves  have  been  placed  on  the  regular 
shelves  and  new  ones  have  been  added.  The  rental  has  been  reduced 
from  two  cents  per  day  to  one.  This  collection  serves  its  purpose  to 
accommodate  a  certain  class  of  readers  without  any  expense  to  the 
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library.     The  income  from  this  source  is  used  solely  to  add  to  the 
collection. 

Catalog 

By  far  the  most  arduous  work  of  the  librarian  during  the  pftfit  year 
has  been  the  preparation  of  the  children's  card  catalog.  Carnegie 
cards  for  five  hundred  books  have  been  received,  marked  and  prepared 
for  the  catalog,  while  cards  for  nearly  six  hundred  others  have  been 
made  and  added.  The  magnitude  of  the  v/ork  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  on  an  average  of  eight  cards  are  required  for  each  book^ 
In  all  cases  it  is  necessary  that  books  be  closely  analyzed  And  coH' 
tents  brought  out  in  great  detail  for  the  use  of  children  in  their  school 
work  and  for  general  reference.  The  card  catalog  is  of  the  greAteflt 
utility,  as  it  sends  the  searcher  for  information  to  the  exact  volume 
and  page  where  the  subject  sought  is  treated. 

Instruction 

A  large  amount  of  time  has  been  expended  in  drilling  pupils  in  the 
use  of  the  catalog,  special  instructions  being  given  to  all  the  gradee 
of  the  school  above  the  third.  Some  of  the  grades  have  come  to  the 
library  with  their  teachers;  in  other  cases  it  was  found  necessary  to 
take  portions  of  the  catalog  to  different  schools  and  give  instruction 
there.  This  was  supplemented  by  practice  work  in  the  library,  the 
children  coming  in  groups  of  ten. 

We  have  also  met  in  the  library  the  various  women's  clubs,  the  four 
high  school  classes  and  such  individuals  as  were  interested  and  have 
given  instruction  and  in  sOme  cases  drill  in  the  use  of  the  general 
catalog  in  order  that  a  knowledge  of  its  advantages  might  be  extended^ 

Pictures  and  exhibits 

The  work  of  mounting  pictures  has  been  continued  during  the  year. 
These  pictures,  which  are  classified  and  carefully  indexed,  are  largely 
used  by  schools  and  clubs. 

The  exhibits  during  the  year  have  been  very  satisfactory  and  the 
public  is  to  be  commended  for  the  interest  it  has  shown  in  them.  One 
that  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  was  the  Indian  loan  exhibit* 
covering  relics,  curios,  pictures,  costumes,  blankets,  implements  of  war, 
bead  and  basket  work.  It  was  particularly  rich  in  material  from  the 
^est,  including  Mexico  and  Alaska;  but  most  especially  interesting  was 
the  local  collection  of  axes,  spears  and  arrows  gathered  from  about  our 
immediate  vicinity  by  the  Rev.  Thos.  Clithero,  who  made  the  exhibit 
still  more  valuable  by  reason  of  the  accompanying  descriptive  histori- 
cal material  that  he  prepared  and  placed  upon  tae  screens.  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Rogers  added  to  the  value  of  her  extensive  display  of  western  curioS 
by  her  interesting  descriptions  of  the  same  before  the  pupils  of  the 
high  school  who  came  in  a  body  to  view  them. 

The  usual  bird  and  arbor  day  exhibit  was  made  and  the  usual  birth- 
day bulletins  posted  and  others  of  special  interest  for  the  time,  as 
that  of  the  Louisiana-Purchase  exposition, 

Contest  for  children  ' 

Last  but  not  least  among  these  displays  is  the  book  illustration  ex- 
hibit, that  Is  at  present  on  the  screens,  consisting  of  pictures  found 
in  the  children's  books,  these  being  furnished  in  part  by  the  Commis- 
sion and  in  part  from  our  own  resources.    The  children  are  expected 
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to  determine  the  book  to  which  the  picture  belongs  and  to  glye  from 
the  catalog  the  call  number.  They  are  thus  taught  more  thoroughly 
the  use  of  the  catalog,  and  to  encourage  them  in  the  work  prizes  hare 
been  offered  to  the  two  most  successful  contestants. 

Future  work 

For  the  past  two  years  our  time  and  attention  has  of  necessity  been 
given  to  the  work  of  cataloging,  as  such  catalogs  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  any  great  efficiency  of  the  library.  It  may  be  well  here  to 
speak  of  our  aims  for  the  future.  It  is  our  purpose  to  give  more  at- 
tention to  the  wants  of  the  individual  readers;  to  extend  the  use  of  the 
books  to  a  larger  number  of  readers,  esjpecially  those  who  hitherto  have 
not  made  use  of  the  library;  to  help  them  find  material  wanted;  to 
advise  with  them  as  to  the  best  material  and  to  help  them  to  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  catalog,  indexes  and  reference  books. 

We  hope  in  various  ways  to  ao  a  great  deal  more  for  the  schools, 
to  effect  which  we  need  and  must  have  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers. 
By  talks  in  the  school  rooms  we  hope  to  encourage  the  reading  of  some 
of  the  best  books  that  have  been  neglected;  and  by  ocassionally  con- 
sulting with  the  teachers  in  their  weekly  meetings  to  bring  the  schools 
and  library  more  into  harmony  in  their  common  lines  of  work.  Many 
of  the  teachers  have  shown  great  interest  and  are  making  use  of  onr 
library  facilities  and  drawing  out  on  their  teachers'  cards  large  num- 
bers of  books  and  pictures  such  as  are  most  useful  to  their  purpose 
and  interesting  to  their  classes. 

Mbs.  W.  G.  Clouoh,  Librarian. 


STANLEY 


Circulation 

During  the  year  10,334  books  were  circulated  to  the  homes,  an  in- 
crease of  252  over  that  of  last  year.  In  the  better  class  of  books  there 
has  been  a  decided  growth  in  circulation,  while  the  percentage  of  fiction 
has  been  reduced  from  02.6.  of  the  whole  circulation,  to  52.1.  This 
was  mainly  brousbt  about  through  the  teachers  of  the  schools  co-operat- 
ing with  the  librarian  in  directing  the  children's  reading.  Lists  of 
books  suitable  for  the  different  grades  were  given  to  the  teachers, 
and  the  children  encouraged  to  select  from  these  lists. 

Norwefjian  hooks 

In  February  our  library  exchanged  37  volumes  of  Norwegian  books 
with  the  Marshfield  library  for  a  similar  group.  This  exchange  was  » 
good  thine:,  aa  it  pave  to  the  library  a  supoly  of  new  books  at  little 
expense,  and  also  increased  the  circulation  in  this  class. 

School  work 

The  library  has  stood  as  a  reserve  force.  Twenty  teachers  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  soecial  teachers'  cards,  on  which  can  be  drawn  an  in- 
definite number  of  books  for  school  room  use.  Three  hundred  and 
twenty  books  were  issued  on  these  cards  during  the  school  year.  Work 
done  by  the  grade  pupils  in  penmanship,  map  drawing  and  language 
was  exhibited  at  the  library  and  proved  to  be  very  interesting  displays. 
To  encourage  greater  interest  in  declamatory  exercises  among  the  high 
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chool  students,  the  library  endeavored  to  assist  bjr  furnishing  material 
Ad  by  offering  a  medal  for  the  best  recitation.  Many  of  the  students 
ntered  into  the  contest  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  seemingly 
ierived  value  from  it. 

Mabtha  el  Dunn,  Librarian. 


SUPERIOR 

Reference  books 

The  reference  books  have  been  constantly  in  use  by  the  members  of 
he  various  clubs,  missionary  societies,  high  school  and  normal  students 
knd  others.  Much  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  librarians  in  this 
wotK  &nd  it  has  increased  so  much  that  it  is  a  distinct  cause  for  en- 
couragement in  the  matter  of  making  the  library  useful.  Two  causes 
which  have  contributed  toward  this  increased  use  of  the  library  are 
Jie  formation  of  debating  societies  in  the  high  schools  and  the  in- 
creased use  of  the  library  lecture  room  as  a  club  room.  It  is  hoped 
Jiat  many  other  clubs  and  organizations  will  find  it  convenient  to 
neet  at  the  library,  as  this  helps  much  in  making  the  library  the  use- 
ful center  it  should  be  and  brings  many  people  to  it.  The  file  of  Polk 
directories  kept  in  the  reading  room  is  also  a  constant  source  of  ref- 
erence.   Telephone  calls  for  information  have  also  been  frequent. 

Holiday  opening 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history,  the  library  has  been  open  this  year 
jtk  holidays.  It  was  tried  as  an  experiment  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  New 
year's  Day  and  February  22nd,  and  upon  the  adoption  of  the  new  by- 
laws by  the  Board  in  March,  it  became  a  regular  requirement  that  it 
should  be  open  in  the  afternoon,  as  on  Sundays,  on  all  holidays  except 
July  4th  and  Christmas.  It  has  been  found  to  be  a  very  generally  ap- 
preciated change  and  without  doubt  a  desirable  one,  for  surely  the  one 
public  supported  means  of  pleasure  should  not  be  closed  on  those  days 
when  the  people  are  free  from  work  and  could  use  it.  It  is  hoped  that 
It  will  be  found  possible  not  only  merely  to  have  the  library  open  on 
holidays,  but  also  to  allow  the  circulation  of  books  then. 

Branch  libraries  and  their  use 

In  April  former  delivery  stations  of  the  library  were  changed  to 
branch  libraries  or  deposit  stations.  Collections  of  from  75  to  250 
books  were  deposited  in  book  cases  at  the  stores  where  books  had  been 
delivered  and  the  entire  circulation  of  them  given  over  to  the  men  in 
charge.  People  who  had  formerly  had  to  receive  their  books  from  the 
library  a  few  times  a  week,  and  to  choose  them  from  lists  only,  were 
now  enabled  to  make  selections  themselves  at  any  time  with  the  privi- 
lege of  drawing  from  the  main  library  once  a  week  if  desired,  as  a 
weekly  delivery  was  continued.  The  collections  of  books  are  exchanged 
at  the  main  library  as  often  as  the  station  keepers  desire  it.  the  books 
being  usually  retained  as  long  as  in  demand.  In  a  city  of  so  many 
distinct  sections  as  ours,  where  many  i>eople  would  be  actually  de- 
prived of  library  privileges  on  account  of  the  distance,  it  seems  to  be 
necessary  to  bring  the  books  to  the  people  in  this  way.     Ideal  condi- 


OS  WlSiX)N.SlN   FkKE   LlBRAKY  COMMISSION 


Kxtiacis  from  Library  Reports 


tions  would  be  to  have  branch  reading  rooms  in  the  various  sections  of 
the  city  with  magazines  on  jQle  and  large  duplicate  book  collections  and 
daily  deliveries. 

School  libraries 

Traveling  libraries  have  been  sent  out  to  five  different  schools  this 
year,  four  of  them  having  been  changed  three  times  and  the  fifth  having: 
duly  been  started  in  the  spring.  *  *  *  They  have  all  been  made 
up  from  the  regular  children's  library,  instead  of  from  a  special  dupli- 
cate collection,  as  is  done  generally  in  libraries  where  school  libraries^ 
are  sent  out  to  any  extent.  These  are  collections  of  extra  copies  of 
children's  books  purchased  especially  for  school  libraries  and  kept 
apart  from  the  main  library,  and  sent  from  school  to  school  as  needed. 
A  beginning  is  being  made  toward  such  a  duplicate  library,  by  with- 
drawing duplicate  copies  from  the  main  collection,  but  some  special 
provision  for  it  is  necessary,  as  school  libraries  will  always  be  necessary 
for  our  city. 

Talks  to  schools 

Brief  talks  have  been  given  by  the  librarian  at  most  of  the  schools- 
where  there  are  school  libraries  and  some  others,  on  the  use  of  the  li' 
brary  and  the  library  books;  and  in  a  few  of  the  schools  prizes  have 
l)een  offered  for  best  written  reports  to  the  librarian  of  library  books 
read  and  enjoyed,  which  seemed  to  add  considerable  interest  to  the 
reading. 

The  catalog 

Perhaps  the  most  efficient  method  of  making  a  library  useful  is  ta 
have  its  contents  fully  indexed  and  cataloged  so  as  to  have  everything 
immediately  available  upon  request. 

The  printed  cards  for  children's  books  issued  by  the  Carnegie  library 
of  Pittsburgh,  which  were  subscribed  to  last  year,  have  been  received 
and  added  to  the  children's  catalogs  as  far  as  we  have  the  books.  These 
t-ards  analyze  the  books  very  fully,  there  being  sometimes  as  many  as 
10  cards  to  a  single  book.  The  rest  of  the  children's  books  have  been 
catalogued  with  the  same  fullness  and  it  has  already  become  very 
useful. 

Government  documents 

The  government  documents  in  the  library  have  been  rearranged  aC' 
cording  to  the  scheme  of  classification  for  the  rest  of  the  library.  At 
the  time  this  work  was  done,  duplicate  volumes  were  taken  out  and 
many  of  them  returned  to  the  government.  Incomplete  files  were 
checked  up  and  many  wanting  volumes  obtained,  besides  a  large  num- 
ber of  new  ones.  Long  sets  of  the  documents  will  be  shelved  sep- 
arately, but  all  others  will  be  arranged  with  the  other  books,  where 
they  will  be  more  readily  noticed  and  used.  Current  government  pub- 
lications as  received  are  placed  on  a  special  table  in  the  reading  room, 
and  much  more  use  is  made  of  them  than  ever  before.  It  Is  hoped 
before  another  year  to  have  them  cataloged  so  they  can  be  as  useful 
as  any  other  part  of  the  library. 

Fines 

The  flno  has  been  reduced  from  three  rents  to  one  cent  per  day. 
This  has  been  an  appreciated  accommodation  to  the  public  and  still 
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affords  sufficient  protection  to  the  library.  One  teacher  said  that  when 
the  fine  was  three  cents  per  day  she  had  repeated  requests  from  parents 
not  to  allow  their  children  to  take  library  books,  but  now  they  seemed 
to  be  allowed  to  do  so  more  generally. 

Children's  work 

Effort  has  been  made  to  keep  the  children's  room  attractive  by  means 
of  pictures  and  bulletins,  and  to  give  the  children  a  sense  of  ownership 
and  responsibility  in  regard  to  it  and  their  books  and  to  gain  a  per- 
gonal acquaintance  with  them.  Most  of  them  have  been  taught  the  ar- 
rangement of  books  on  the  shelves,  and  considerable  interest  is  shown 
by  them  in  the  use  of  the  catalog  since  its  completion.  An  attempt  has 
been  made  to  restrict  the  number  of  books  the  children  can  draw  to 
two  per  week,  though  it  was  thought  best  not  to  make  any  strict  rule 
in  regard  to  it.  A  number  of  story  hours  have  been  held  for  the  chil- 
dren, especially  of  the  fourth  grade. 

High  school  talks 

A  series  of  explanatory  talks  on  the  contents  and  use  of  the  library 
was  arranged  for  the  pupils  of  the  Blaine  High  School  early  in  the 
fall,  at  the  invitation  of  Principal  B.  B.  James.  The  pupils  came  to 
the  library  in  sections,  under  the  charge  of  the  teacher,  during  school 
time,  which  was  given  them  for  that  purpose.  The  talks  consisted  of 
instruction  in  regard  to  the  card  catalog,  the  classification  of  the  books 
and  the  periodical  indexes  and  reference  books  and  printed  lists  of  the 
reference  books  in  the  library  were  given  them.  A  larger  use  of  the 
library  on  the  part  of  the  high  school  students  was  the  result. 

Library  signs 

Early  in  the  fall  printed  cards  announcing  the  location,  hours,  etc.. 
In  regard  to  th6  library  were  hung  in  hotels,  railway  and  street  rail- 
way stations  and  restaurants.  It  is  not  known  that  any  strangers 
were  directed  to  the  library  by  them,  but  as  such  signs  have  been 
found  useful  in  other  cities,  it  is  probable  that  they  will  be  here  in 
our  city  also. 

Library  lectures 

During  the  winter  a  course  of  lectures  was  given  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  library  on  the  subject  of  the  Duluth-Superior  Harbor  and 
Government  work.  They  were  given  by  Prof.  J.  A.  Merrill  of  the  Nor- 
mal school,  Mr.  J.  H.  Darling  and  Mr.  Clarence  Coleman,  government 
engineers,  and  proved  most  interesting  and  instructive  and  brought 
many  people  to  the  library,  and.  it  is  believed,  increased  their  interest 
In  it.  To  these  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  gave  their  time  and  effort 
to  make  them  a  success  the  thanks  of  the  library  are  due.  Other  lec- 
tures, especially  on  subjects  of  local  interest,  will  be  given  if  possible 
In  the  coming  year. 

Grace  Osrornk  EnwAuns.  Librarian. 
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WATERTOWN 

Order  department 

The  selection  and  purchase  of  books  requires  much  time  and  thought, 
especially  in  a  library  of  limited  resources  and  of  recent  organization. 
We  find  it  necessary  in  building  up  the  library  to  give  special  attention 
to  the  buying  of  good  library  editions  of  the  older  standard  books. 
The  net  price  system  has  made  it  difiBcult  for  the  small  library  to  pur- 
chase recent  books.  When  it  has  been  possible,  we  have  purchased 
through  second-hand  dealers,  endeavoring  in  this  way  to  buy  books  in 
good  condition  at  a  reasonalsle  discount. 

Renting  collection 

In  order  to  meet  the  growing  demand  for  new  and  popular  fiction  we 
have  introduced  a  renting  collection,  which  is  made  up  of  extra  copies 
of  popular  novels  already  on  the  shelves.  These  are  rented  for  fire 
cents  a  week  to  our  patrons  who  do  not  wish  to  wait  their  turn  for 
free  copies.  This  plan  was  only  put  in  effect  in  May,  1904,  but  In  thtt 
time  has  been  very  successful.  It  has  the  double  purpose  of  pleasing 
those  who  are  ^lad  to  pay  the  small  rental,  and  of  giving  those  who 
do  not  rent  books  a  much  better  chance  of  getting  copies  from  the  reg- 
ular shelves. 

Maud  Macphebson,  Librarian. 
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SOME  NOTABLE  GIFTS,  1903-1904. 


Place. 


o  (Carnegie)... 

>ld  (Carnegie).. 
)oo  (A.  Andnis) , 


Qgton  (Carnegie) 

iTille  (Eager) 

iville  (Citizens) 

du  Lac  (Aubrey) 

Bay  (Carnegie ) 

ord  (Citizens) ........ 

ard  (Carnegie) 

3n  (Citizens^ 

>n  (Carnegie) 

anna  (Carnegie) 

am  (Citizens) , 

osse  (L.  C.  Colman) 

owoe  (Carnegie) 

ifleld  (W.  D.  Connor) 

►rd 

iba    


lakeo  (Mrs.  M.  H.  Keenan) , 

lulcee  Downer  College  (Upham) 

>e  (Lndlow) 

x>ndon  (Carnegie) 

imowoc , 

:o  (O.  A.  Ellis,  for  boolcs) 

o(J.  C.  Brooks,  for  books) 

igo. 


iville  (Neely) 

iville  (Citizens).... 
8  (Hoy  and  Blake) 


e  (Woman's Clnb)  .... 

lander  (Carnegie) 

lander  (Citizens) 

!jakA  (Carnegie) 

ind  Center  (Carnegie) 

ygan 

)8  Point  (Carnegie) 


lor 

ti  (Citizens)    

tiawk  (Citizens) ... 

la  (Carnegie) 

3am  (Carnegie) ... 
-town  (Carl  Manz) 
esba  (Carnegie). . . 

an  (Carnegie) 

la  (Carnegie) 


Money. 


$15,000  00 

>•••   ••••  ■••• 

10,000  00 
1,000  00 


12,500  00 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 

2,000  00 


5,000  00 

500  00 

10,000  00 

524  00 

12,000  00 

10,000  00 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

25,000  00 

500  00 


5,000  00 
10,000  00 
12,500  00 
10,000  00 


1.206  99 

500  00 

525  00 

10,000  00 

500  00 


500  00 

15,000  00 

1 ,500  00 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 


1,850  00 


2.500  00 

230  00 

10,000  00 

15,000  00 

500  00 

9,000  00 

10.000  00 

25.000  00 


Oirrs. 


Books. 


211 


579 
100 


302 


1,849 


207 


Misoellaneons. 


C!ol.  war  relics. 


Col.     of    coins; 
value  $4,000. 


227 


Col.  birds,  aesta 
and  eggs. 


349 
368* 


484 


WiscoMsix  Free  Liekakt  CoMHiBsioir 


Slalislics  of  Libraries 


n,  »iu<i|t>4  (.mi    ; 


■««i     ii?S3s^5iia§=i5:^i5SSii-3«§3igS'S" 


u 

■I 
111 


!l,,., 


i9.:mi   -2   H   a  -i  L   s  ;■ 


.  ]      "-ii'-ia  js  !  ;»  >  j^  :-  ;g  i£i;u5  ;«  g 


SS=BS    ■ 


^Sl 


■=S=    ::<1i  =  :=  "=?Ji"5,';53S    S838S  :S 


f'ji:='iE-ril'^?5r' 


HiiMliiii^i  H. 


i-.*?,i  :s-: 


imiimmmimimiu 


-II- 


Fii  Tn  Biennial  Repobt 


Slaliatia  of  UbrarUi 


WiBCOKBiN  Free  Libkabt  Comuission 


Slatisiica  of  lAbraricv 


1    *|    It 


Sn-ji's£^MS^x'^am: 


■narivpajio  |  =.' 


flips 


llSiiSI 


psppa  aatunioA 


2S5§ag" 


I  3  :  :ssa" 

""'im 


m  'sm  :ii 


m3m%mm_  sammu  if 


iSsl3==3ji8SiflSIIlfi  I'. 


sa-==88Bsg|gs  -js  isjsgs  ij 


88SS  ;S8g;^SiS8 


8S    SS 

■  8  :S3 


:SJI  ^3Ll£iS  :7S8I3SS8    S~ 

:s8  la^sas  ;isi=««=  |S 


:88    8S3?!?8  ^3C38Sag^8' 


'  isp;siss;i8qisp>i!eispipige!is 


».<.ra  I  !i^B8i|i,Ss,8»|i5'iililS'||||| 


?!!■■ 
'1  ■ 
'  III 

II 

il 
ii 


FiiTu  "BifiNHiAi. Repobt 


Siatistics  of  Lihrarie* 


-i  hi  i  i 


589  iHitfMmfSK  .i 

gsiisipisssf 


S=S==SB»a3ii8 


88ns  .!:8SS  :8S8 


;S  jsasa 


E-'ae  sa*s  -gas 

5as£  28as  a8s  s^saass" 

gags  ,g5gE  .g§?  s  ;s!ja§g 


:3  SSIts 


8888    8888    SiSS 


S    88SSS 


|S|Sil|l8,SS3p8§fEg|S 


t^ifillHlllsnsssiss 


tfi 


Wisconsin  I'ree  Library  Commissiok 


Statistics  of  Libraries 


LIBRARIES  IN  STATE  INSTITUl'IONS. 


Nimfunibrtiry. 

cm. 

Toil. 

Librarian. 

Stale 

1-1 

ae.eu 
•2.y),ooo 

81.461 

:,.m 

•II 

"ilaw 

'■i 

teSrVisa 

jni"^^!"'.;::-.:::---':: 

1)  of  ScipDCEs.  \nt  and  Let- 

Mad[«m      

UUwaukea 

Sieieoi  Point,. 

»„™ 

gi-i 

afe'^p^ii'- 

»c,„. 

gIS:;:; .:.:::::::::: 

H?h^2sP 

s 

Bciool         

rial  BebcHil  for  Bu>'< 

SesS/rS,.-....:; 

Waukesha 

Sia":::-::; 
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COLLEGE  AND  ACADEMY  LIBRARIES. 


Name  of  library. 


BDce  UDiversity 

I  Wisconsin  Academy 

ukd  Academy 

tCollm    

>hn*8  Military  Academy 

de  Home 

a  CoUe^re 

>rdia  College 

an-Bnfflish  Academy 

aette  College 

mkee  Academy 

lokee-Downer  College 

nal  German-American   Teach- 

Seminary 

iwrenoe  College 

>tah  House 

d  Heart  College 

le  College 

>  School 

itherine*8  Academy 

1  College        

>lic  Normal  School 

ara  Female  Academy 

:hton  Academy 

iwestern  University 

d  Heart  College 

U  College 


Appleton 

Ashland 

Beaver  Dam 

Beloit 

Delafield 

Hillside 

Milton 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee, 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Milwaukee 

Mt.  Calvary  ....; 

Nashotah 

Prairie  du  Chien 

Kacino . . 

Racine 

Racine 

Ripon 

St.  Francis    . .   . . 

Sinsinawa 

Stoughton 

Watertown    

Watertown 

Waukesha 


Librarian. 


29,463 
3,500 
2,fl00 

42,000 
1,500 
2.500 
5,900 
2,400 
1.243 

11,750 
1.700 
6,380 

1,503 

3,350 

10,000 

11.000 

11,000 

4,000 

3.805 

12,000 

4,798 

3,000 

700 

4,913 

1,500 

1,000 


Zelia  Smith. 
Hattie  Pribnow. 
David  Merriam. 
James  A.  Blaisdell. 


Prof.  C.  Ross. 

V.  Putten. 
.Tulius  H.  Pratt. 
Florence  B.Wei8sert. 


Justin  Hausmann. 


Mother  M.  Cecilia. 
O.  J.  Marston. 
J.  M.  Kasel. 


eluding  pamphlets,    t  From  report  of  1902. 


COUNTY  TRA  VELING  LIBRARY  SYSTEM. 


County. 

Year 
e.stab- 
lished. 

Amount 
appro- 
priated. 

No. 
of  sta- 
tions. 

No. 

ofli- 

braries. 

Circula- 
tion. 

Foreign 
books. 

n           ................... 

1897 
1902 
1901 
1904 
1901 

9 
17 
17 
10 
22 

11 

18 
17 
10 
27 

lAtte 

*250 
."lOO 
500 
200 

999 

ire.. 

Polish. 

»«'•• 

)bai^ 

4.221 

Carman. 
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Letter  of  Transmittal 


Madison,  July  1, 1906. 
To  Hon.  James  0.  Davtoson,  Oovemor: 

Sib  . — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  sixth  bien-^ 
nial  report  (190&-1906)  of  the  Wiseonsin  Free  Library  Com- 
mission, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  383a,  of 
the  Wisconsin  Statutes  of  1898. 

Very  respectfnlly, 

Jas.  M.  Pereles, 

Chairman, 


180165 


If 


f 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


During  the  biennial  period  which  has  just  come  to  a  close, 
library  conditions  in  the  state  have  advanced  in  reasonably  sat- 
isfactory measure,  both  as  regards  numerical  growth  and 
efficiency  of  service.  A  comparison  of  the  statistics  which  ap- 
pear in  this  report  with  those  in  the  five  biennial  compilations 
previously  issued  shows  the  imiformly  steady  growth  in  this 
field  of  educational  endeavor.  In  the  promotion  of  these  in- 
terests, the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  has  sought 
to  give  impulse  and  direction.  Aid  has  been  rendered  boards 
of  tmstees  not  only  at  the  time  of  organization,  but  in  many 
ways  following  the  establishment  of.  new  libraries. 

A  summarized  statement  of  the  growth  within  this  period 
comprises  the  following  facts: 

When  the  Commission  was  established  in  1895,  there  were 
28  public  libraries  in  the  state.  In  June,  1906,  this  number  had 
increased  to  142. 

In  1895,  but  three  libraries  in  the  state  were  housed  in  their 
owTi  buildings.     In  June  of  this  year,  61  library  buildings  had 
been  erected  or  provided  for,  and  28  others  occupied  more  or  less 
"desirable  quarters  in  city  halls. 

When  the  Commission  was  established,  there  were  no  travel- 
ing libraries  in  the  state.  There  are  now  618  circulated; 
tliese  supply  454  stations,  the  total  number  of  books  contained 
in  them  being  30,147.  Of  these  traveling  libraries,  392  are 
cii^joilated  directly  by  the  Commiss^ion,  together  with  171  groups 
of  foreign  booka  all  thej?e  supplying  261  stations;  number  cir- 
culate by  county  syartems,  226  for  193  stations. 
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When  the  Commission  was  established,  but  one  library  in  the 
state  employed  trained  service.  There  are  now  thirty  libra- 
rians in  Wisconsin  from  library  training  schools,  and  of  the 
other  librarians  and  assistants  employed  in  the  state,  nearly 
100  have  attended  the  summer  school  conducted  by  the  Com- 
mission. 

Gifts  for  library  buildings  in  the  state  amount  to  $1,299,300. 
Of  this  sum,  $807,500  has  been  contributed  by  Andrew  Car- 
negie, and  $492,000  by  citizens  of  the  state. 

Nor  do  these  bare  figures  do  more  than  partially  indicate  the 
progress  in  library  work.  Necessarily,  there  is  much  that  can- 
not appear  in  a  statistical  recital ;  the  immense  improvement  in 
the  character  of  the  books  circulated ;  the  development  of  com- 
munities in  their  educational  and  moral  impulses  as  the  result 
of  library  extension ;  the  promotion  of  and  assistance  rendered 
to  civic  improvement  and  enterprises  of  community  interest 
through  the  public  libraries — these  facts  are  not  easily  re- 
duced to  statistical  form. 

Notwithstanding  this  ver^-  gratifying  showing,  more  remains 
to  be  done  than  has  been  accomplished.  The  number  of  travel- 
ing libraries  would  not  supply  those  who  are  now  without  ?i- 
brary  facilities  of  any  sort,  were  ten  times  the  number  avail- 
able. While  the  average  number  of  books  per  each  100  of  the 
population  is  58,  there  are  scores  of  communities  whose  aver- 
age supply  is  pitifully  insuflfieient.  There  are  a  million  resi- 
dents of  the  sftate  who  have  access  to  no  libraries  except  those 
they  have  in  their  own  homes,  and  there  are  doubtless  many 
hundreds  of  homes  whose  possession  of  books  is  limited  to 
those  used  by  the  children  in  their  classes  at  school. 

In  the  matter  of  trained  service,  whereby  the  usefulness  of 
libraries  is  greatly  multiplied  and  rendered  more  efficient 
much  has  been  accomplished  through  the  agency  of  the  summer 
school :  the  opening  of  the  libraiy  school  promises  to  advance 
this  important  phase  of  the  work  in  a  large  degree.  And  more 
important  than  all  else,  because  of  its  encouraging  promise  for 
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ture  development,  is  the  growth  of  the  right  kind  of  library 
irit  among  the  people. 

The  number  of  free  public  libraries  is  steadily  increasing,  but 
e  surprising  growth  of  many  of  the  smaller  commuiiities 
nstantly  adds  to  the  total  of  communities  without  a  library, 
ough  large  enough  and  suflficiently  prosperous  to  maintain 
e.  It  is  the  definite  policy  of  the  Commission  to  discourage 
e  creation  of  new  libraries  in  places  whose  means  are  insuffi- 
»nt  to  properly  equip  or  maintain  them.  In  these  smaller 
mmunities  the  same  result  can  be  reached  more  economically 
d  with  greater  eflficiency  by  means  of  an  arrangement  where- 
the  reading  room  and  an  enlarged  traveling  library  (one 
ndred  volumes)  are  combined  to  serve  the  local  needs.  When 
dad  growth  and  resources  warrant,  this  institution  can  be 
nverted  readily  into  a  public  library  organized  in  the  usual 
ty.  For  want  of  a  better  or  more  distinctively  descriptive 
TO,  the  name  Town  Library  Station  has  been  applied  to  li- 
iries  established  in  this  form.  It  is  the  exceptional  city  or 
lage  containing  less  than  a  thousand  inhabitants  that  will 
t  derive  more  profit  from  a  town  library  system  than  the  ill- 
)ported  public  library.  In  the  former,  books  are  constantly 
lewed  in  suflficient  quantities  to  satisfy  patrons;  in  the  latter, 
»  purchases  are  infrequent  and  insufficient,  and  the  library 
the  course  of  time  goes  to  seed. 

CITIES  AND  VILLAGES  WITHOUT  LIBRARIES 


Popnlatioa  3000-5000 

2 

Population  900-1000 

9 

2S0O-300O 

4 

800-900 

18 

l.yO-2500 

9 

700-800 

20 

1000-11500 

29 

eOO-700 

23 

— 

500-600 

27 

u  — 

97 


ome  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  satisfac- 
r  statistics.  '  In  the  compilations  which  follow,  only  those 
aries  are  included  which  have  responded. 
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LIBBABIBB  CLA88BD  ACCOBDIMO  TO  POPCLATIOM 


Le$$  Iftan  1^000 

Avoca 

Belleville 

Cedar  Grove 

Colby 

Colfax 

Delafleld 

E.  Miiwaokee 

Eleva 

Elkhart 

Fairchild 

Footrille 

GalesvUle 

GeDoa  JuQCtioD 

QleDbeulah 

GleDwood 

Hartland 

Hillsboro 

HortoQville 

IrootoD 

Johnson  Creek 

La  Valle 

Lone  Rock 

Loyal 

Mazomanie 

Menomonee  Falls 

Mosinee 

North  Freedom 

Oakfleld 

Oostburj? 

Orfordville 

Pewaukee 

Prairie  du  Sac 

Prescott 

Randolph 

ShioctoD 

SprioK  Green 

Thorp 

Token  Creek 

Wausaukeo 

Westby 

Whitehall 

1,000-5,000 

Algoma 

Arcadia 

Bayfield 

Berlin 

Black  River  Falls 

Bloomer 

Brodhead 

Clintonville 

Colurabns 

CumberlaQd 

Darlington 


1,000-5,000 

Delavan 

De  Pere 

Dodffeville 

Darand 

Edgarton 

Elkhorn 

Elroy 

Evanpville 

Ft.  Atkinson 

Hartford 

Hayward 

Horicon 

Hudson 

Kaukauna 

Kewaunee 

Kiibonm 

Lake  Geneva 

Lake  Mills 

Lancaster 

Lodi 

Mayville 

Idea  ford 

Mineral  Point 

Mondovi 

Monroe 

Montello 

Mount  Horeb 

Neiiisville 

New  London 

New  Richmond 

N.  Fond  du  Lac 

N.  Greenfield 

N.  Milv.auLco 

Oconomowoc 

Oconto  Falls 

Omro 

Hesbtigo 

Platteville 

Plymouth 

Port  Washington 

Reedsburg 

Rib  Lake 

Rice  Lake 

Richland  Center 

Ril>on 

Seymour 

Shawano 

Sparta 

Spooner 

Stanley 

Stoughton 

Sturgeon  Bay 

Sun  Prairie 

Tomah 

Two  Rivers 


1,000-5,000 

Viroqoa 
Wash  bom 
Waterloo 
Waopaca 
Wanpan 
Wanwatosa 
West  Bend 
Whitewater 

5,000-10,000 

Antigo 

Baraboo 

Beaver-  Dam 

Chippewa  Falls 

Grand  Rapids 

Marshfiela 

Menasha 

Menomooie 

Merrill 

Neenah 

Oconto 

Portage 

Rhinelander 

Suath  Milwaakee 

Stevens  Point 

Watertown 

Waukesha 

10,000-15,000 

Ashland 

Beloit 

Janesville 

Manitowoc 

Wansaa 

15,000-i0,000 

Appl-ton 
Eao  Claire 
Fund  du  Lac 
Kenosha 
Marinette 

Over  £0,000 

Green  Bay 

La  Crosse 

Madison 

MHwankee 

Oshkosh 

Racine 

Sheboygan 

Superior 


% 
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LIBRABIB8  CLA88BD  ACCORDING  TO  CITT  TAX  LBVT 


et$ 

DnriDd 

Wanwatoea 

El  horn 

Whitewater 

Hilittboro 

Kilboorn 

$l,50C-t/>00 

Id 

Medford 

d 

Mondovi 

Baraboo 

id 

Reedsbarg 
West  Bend 

Chippewa  Falis 

e 

Rhinelander 

chmond 

Sparta 

»doin 

$500-1,000 

Stevens  Point 

enfleld 

Wash  bom 

Ule 

Bayfield 

Watertown 

o 

Berlin 

n 

Colombas 

$f,00-S,000 

irankee 

Cumberland 

line 

Darlington 

Apple  ton 

De  Per© 

Fond  do  Lao 

Edgerton 

Green  Bay 

0 

Ft.  Atkinson 

La  Crosse 

Hayward 

Manitowoc 

iriUe 

Lancaster 

Men«8ha 

lie 

NeilisviUe 

Neenah 

e 

Ply  month 

Waosao 

id  dn  Lac 

Richland  Center 

i 

Stanley 

$S,000-$i,000 

lOWOC 

Tomah 

Falla 

Two  Rivers 

Janesville 

Viroqna 

Marinette 

:ee 

Waupaca 

dnSac 

Waupun 

$i,000-$5,000 

1 

$t,00(h$l,600 

Oshkosh 
Racine 

Antigo 

Sheboygan 

le 

Beaver  Dam 

1 

Hudson 

$5,000-$t0,000 

.  Point 

Kaukauua 

'ndon 

Lake  Geneva 

Eao  Clair& 

nraakee 

Marshfleld 

Madison 

aU 

Monroe 
Oconto 

Superior 

Portage 
Ripon 
Stoughton 
Waukesha 

Over  $10,000 

i 

Kenosha 

[▼.  Falls 

Milwaoked 
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LmSABOn  CLAtSBD  ACOOBDIMG  TO  MUMBBB  OF  TOLU! 


J^$$  than  UOOO 

Algoma 

Odar  Gioye 

ClIntoDTllle 

Colby 

Colfax 

Delafleld 

S.  MUwaakee 

Eleva 

Elkhart 

FairchUd 

FootTille 

Genoa  Jot. 

Glenbenlah 

Hartford 

fiartland 

Hiliaboro 

HortoQTille 

Ironton 

Johnaon  Creek 

La  Valle 

MayviUe 

Mt.  Horeb 

N.  Fond  da  Lae 

N.  Freedom 

N .  Greenfield 

N.  MUwaokee 

Oconto  Falls 

Omro 

Oostborff 

Orfordyille 

Peshtiffo 

Prairie  do  Sac 

Prescott 

Randolph 

Rib  Lake 

Shawano 

Sbiocton 

S.  Milwaukee 

Sprioff  Green 

Snn  Prairie 

Thorp 

Token  Creek 

Waterloo 

Weatby 

1,000— t, 600 

Arcadia 

Black  River  Falls 


Brudhead 

Camberland 

Durand 

Bdgerton 

Horioon 

Kilboom 

Lake  UiUs 

Lancaster 

Medford 

Mondoyi 

Mosinee 

New  London 

New  Riehmond 

Oakfleld 

Pewankee 

Platteviile 

Ply  month 

Richland  Center 

Tomah 

Waosaokee 

West  Bend 

WhitehaU 

t,800— 6,000 

Anti«o 

Bayfield 

BefleTille 

Berlin 

Colambns 

Darlioffton 

De  Pere 

Elk  horn 

Eyansville 

Ft.  Atkinson 

Hayward 

Hodaon 

Kankanna 

Lake  Geneva 

Marshfleld 

Mineral  Poibt 

Neillsyille 

Oconomowoc 

Reedsbnrff 

Rbinelander 

Rice  Lake 

Ripon 

Stanley 

S  tough ton 

Two  Kiyerg 

Yiroqna 


Waahbam 

Watertown 

WaaiMMa 

Waasau 

Waawatoaa 

S^OOO— 10,000 

ApplatoD 
Ashland 
Lara  boo 
Beaver  Dam 
Beloit 

Chippewa  Falls 
Grand  Rapids 
Manitowoe 


MenomoQie 

Monroe 

Neenah 

Ooooto 

Portage 

SparU 

Hteveoa  Point 

Wankeaha 

Waopon 

Whitewater 

Ovm- 10,000 

Ean  Claire 

Fond  da  Lao 

Green  Bay 

JanesTllle 

Kenoaha 

La  Crosse 

Madison 

Marinette 

Merrill 

Milwaakee 

Osbkoah 

Kaoine 

Sheboygan 

ttaperior 


\ 
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LIBBABIB8  CLA88BD  ACCORDING  TO  NI71IBKB  OF  BOBBOWBB8 


e§s 


We 
ad 

Jroye 
▼ille 


Id 

I 

ilwankee 

t 

lid 

le 

Janctioo 

aUh 

ro 

t 

D  Creek 

le 

le  ' 

» 

reb 

mdon 

ichmond 

?'ond  da  Lao 

freedom 

iieenfleld 

d 

Falls 
nr 
rille 
fo 

dn  Sac 
rt 

&' 

lO 
>D 

If  ilwankee 

Oreen 

airie 

Creek 

DO 

akee 
itosa 


Arcadia 

Ba>  field 

Black  River  Kails 

Camberland 

Darliuffton 

DePere 

Elkhora 

Ft.  Atkinson 

Hartford 

Hart  land 

Horicon 

Kilbonrn 

Lake  Uilib 

Merrill 

Mineral  Point 

Mondovi 

North  Milwaukee 

Omro 

Pewankee 

Rice  Lake 

Two  Rivers 

Wanpun 

West  Bend 

Whitehall 


1,000-2,000 

Beaver  Dam 

Berlin 

Colnmbas 

Edf^rton 

Evansville 

Grand  Rapids 

Hayward 

Hudson 

Kank**una 

Lake  (Geneva 

Lancaster 

Medford 

Monroe 

Neenah 

Neillsville 

Oconomowoc 

Platteville 

Plymouth 

Reedsburtr 

Rbinelander 

Richland  Center 


l.OOC'iOOO 

Ripon 

Hparta 

Stanley 

Stooghton 

Tomah 

Viroqua 

Wash  bom 


Over  t.OOO 

Antigo 

Appleton 

Ashland 

Baraboo 

Beloit 

Chippewa  Falls 

Eaa  Claire 

Fond  du  Lac 

Green  Bay 

Janesville 

Kenosha 

La  Croese 

Madison 

Manitowoc 

Marinette 

Marshfleld 

Menasha 

Menomoni « 

Milwaukee 

Oconto 

Oshkosh 

Portage 

Racine 

Sheboygan 

Stfvens  Point 

Huperior 

Watertown 

Wankesha 

Waupaca 

Wausau 

Whitewater 
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LIBIABIBS  CLAMBD    AGO   BDIMG  TO  CIBCULATION 


LetM  than  1,000 

Delafluld 

Bast  UilwAQkee 

Elkh«rt 

OrfordTille 

Token  Creek 

iooo-:,600 

Clintonville 

Colby 

SlevA 

FairobUd 

FootTille 

Hartland 

Hillsboro 

HortoDTille 

LiaValle 

Reedabarg 

Rib  Lake 

Riee  Lake 

Sbiocton 

Waowatosa 

Westby 

f,600-S,000 

Arcadia 
BeUeviiie 
Horicon 
Mosinee 
North  Freedom 
Oakfield 
Ooonto  Falls 
Peshtiiro 
Prairie  da  Sac 
Sooth  Milwaakee 
JSpring  Green 
Snn  Prairie 
Thorp 

6,000-10,000 

Bayfield 


•  {' 


Blaek  River  Falia 

C^ombeiiand 

Dnrand 

Kdireitnn 

Elkhom 

Hartford 

Hay  ward 

i^ake  MiUa 

Mayvil  e 

Mineral  Point 

MoodoTl 

New  London 

North  Fond  da  Lao 

North  Milwaakee 

Rlpon 

Waosaakee 

West  Beud 

Whitehall 

10,00  -U,000 

Ashland 

Beaver  Dam 

Berlin 

L'olumbos 

Darlington 

Depere 

Kvansville 

Fr  Atkinson 

Grand  Rapids 

Hudson 

Janesville 

Kaakaana 

Kil  bourn 

Lake  Geneva 

Lancaster 

Marshfle  d 

Meoford 

Menasha 

Merrill 

Monroe 

Neillsville 

Oconomowoc 

PJatteville 

Plymouth 


Bhinelandiir 

Kicbland  Center 

StAuiey 

ScuQghtoii 

Tomah 

Two  Rivers 

Viroqoa 

Washbom 

Waokeaba 

Waapaoa 

^aapan 

Waasaa 

Whitewater 

Over  95,000 

Antigo 

Appletoo 

Bare boo 

Beloit 

Chippewa  Falls 

Eau  Clairo 

Fond  da  Lae 

Green  Bay 

Keno&ha 

La  Crosse 

Madison 

Manitowoc 

Marinette 

Menomonie 

Milwaakee 

Neenah 

Oconto 

Oshkosh 

Portage 

Rac.ne 

bhebo>  gan 

SparU 

Stevens  Poin  t 

Superior 

Watertown 
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HOUB8  OF  SBRVrCK 

Librarfei  open  everp  day 


Antiffo 

Apple  ton 

Barn boo 

Bayfield 

Bfloit 

Berlin 

Black  River  Fa  Is 

Chippewa  Fall« 

CoJambos 

DarliofftoD 

Delafleld 

Ean  Claire 

Evansville 

Fond  no  Lac 

Grand  Rapids 

linen  Bay 

Hartlaod 

Hayward 

Hadeon 

JanesviUe 

Kaokaona 

Kenoeba 

La  Crosse 

Lake  Qeneya 

Madison 

Marinette 

Marshfield 

MayviUe 

Menafiha 

Menoroonie 

Merrill 

Milwaukee 

Mineral  Point 

Monroe 

Mosinee 

Neenah 

New  London 

Oct»nomowoc 

Ocr»nto 

Oi>hiiosb 

Plymouth 

Portage 

Riic>ne 

Rhir  elanier 

Richland  Center 

Sbeboyiran 

South  Milwaukee 

Sparta 

Stanley 

Stevens  Point 

Superior 

Token  Creek 

Two  Rivers 

Viroqua 

Washburn 

Watertowo 

Waukef^ha 

Wausao 

Whitehall 

Whitewater 


2-6  7-9  p.  m. 

8  a  m.— 9p.  m. 

9  a.  m. — 9  p  m 

9-12  a.  m  —2-5, 7-9  p.  m. 

2-6  p.  in 

2-6,  7-9  v.m. 

2-6,  7-8  n  m. 

1 :( 0-8  :S0  u.  m. 

1 :80-5 :3J,  7-9  p.  m. 

3  6, 7-9  p  n». 

9  a.  UB.— 9  p.  m. 

1:30— 5:  XOp  in. 

9  a.  m.— 9  p  m. 

2 :90-6,  IS  :ao,  also  Sat.  a.  m. 

9-12  a.  m— 2-9  p.  m. 

9  a   m.— 6  p.  m. 

10-12  a.  m  ,  2-5,  7-9  p.  m.  . 

10:«>-12.2-6,  7«)-9 

10-12.1:30-9 

2-5,  7-9.  »]so  Sat.  9-12 

8:20-6,7-9. 

9  a.  m.— 9  p.  m. 

2-6,  7-9,  aUo  Sat.  10-12 

9am  —9  p.  m. 

9  a.  m.— 9  p.  m. 
10-12,2-^,7-8:80 

7-9 p.  m.,  also  Wed.  and  Sat.  3-6  p.  m. 
1-6,7-9 

10  a.  m.— 9  p.  m. 
1-6,7-9 

9  e .  m  — 9  p.  m . 

3-5,  7-9 

2-5, 7- J 

2-5:30,  7-8:30 

2-6,  7-9 

1  :;:0-5,  7-8 

7-8  p.  ro.  also  Sat  2-5 

10-12,2-5:30,7-9 

8  a.  m  —9  n.  m. 
10-12,  2-6,  7-8:30 
2-6,7-9 

9  a  ra  —9  p.  m. 

2-6,  7-9,  also  Bat.  9-12 

2-6, 7-9 

2-9  p  m. 

8  a.  m.— 9p.  m. 

2-7 

2-6,  7-9 

2-6,  7-9  nIso  Sat.  9-12  a.  m. 

9a.m.— 9p   m. 

8-12. 1-6,  7-9 

1  30  5:S0,  7  9 
9-12.  2-5,  7-9 
10-12  2-6.7-9 
1:30-6  7-9 
9-12,  2-5.  7-9 
7:30a  m.— 9p  m. 
2-7  p.  m. 


Hortnnville 
Shiocton 


Libraries  open  6  day$  a  week 

9-12, 1-6 
9-12, 1-5 
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IAbrarie$  open  S  dayt  a  week. 


DePere 

Dnimnd 

ElkhAit 

Klkborn 

F«irohiid 

Ft.  AckinsoD 

Hartford 

North  MUwaakee 

OoontoFalli 

OrfordTille 

PlatteTilla 

RaDdol|>h 

ReedsMirs 

RIoeLake 

Stoochtoo 

Waapaea 

Wamaokee 

West  Bend 


2-5, 7-8  JO 

2-6  alto  OB  Sat. 

S-12,1-5J0 


Wed.ftSat.7-9;FrLS-8 

2-«,7-« 

S-«:a0,7-<J0 

i-«,7-9 

S-5.7-4 

6»i-8:80  p.  m.  also  Bat.  S-5 

S-ft«7-< 

2-6  p  m. 

2-5,  7-4 

l*J0-5:80,6:80^ 

2-6.7-9 

2^0-5:20,7 

2:80^ 


ClintoDTille 
Comberland 
Edcertoa 
FootTiJle 
Lake  MUls 
Lancaster 
LaVaUe 
MoodoTi 
Mew  Biohmood 
North  Freedom 
Omro 
Pewaakee 
Prairie  da  Sao 
Rib  Lake 
Spring  Green 
Son  Prairie 
Tom  lb 
Waawatosa 


Arcadia 

BeUeYUle 

East  MiJwaakee 

Eleva 

(^noa  Janotion 

John»on  Creek 

Kilboora 

Oakfield 

Waterloo 

Westby 


LibrarieeepenidaifBawfek, 

2-5,7-9 
1-9  p.  m. 

7-9  p.  m. 
2-^:50, 7-6  JO 
2-5^0,7-9 
2-5 

2-5,7-9 

2-5.7-9 

4-6 

2-5 

2-5,7-9 

2^,7-9 

7-9 

6:20-6:20 

2-6,7-9 

2-5,7-9 

Librariet  open  I  day  o  week, 

2-5j7-9 

12J0-6p.  m. 

4-5  p.  m. 

6:30-6 p.  m. 

2-6:20 

2-5 

9-12, 1-6,  7-9 

2-5,7-9 

2-6,7  9 

6:SCh8:20 
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LIBBABIBS  IN  TBBIB  OWN  BUILDIK08 


AntiffO 

Arcadia 

Ashland 

Baraboo 

Ba)  field 

Bearer  Dam 

Beloit 

Berlin 

Chippewa  Falls 

Cumberland 

Darlington 

Delavan 

Dnrand 

Eao  Claire 
Edgerton 

Elroy 

Eransrille 

Fond  da  Lao 

Oreen  Bay 

Hayward 

Hadson 

Janesville 

Kankaana 

Kenofrba 

Kilboam 

LaCrosse 

Lake  Qeneva 

Lake  Mills 

Madison 

Manitowoc 


Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaughn 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

J.  J.  WUliams 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Jamea  Aram 

(not  yet  occupied) 
Carnegie 

(not  yet  occupied) 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 

(not  yet  occupied) 
Carnegie 

(notiet  occupied) 
Almon  Eager 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
Cameffie 
Z.  Q.  Simmons 
8nbecrijption 
0.  C.  Washburn 
Mrs.  Qeorge  Sturges 
L.  D.  Fargo 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 


Marinette 

Marsbfield 

Menasba 

MUwaukee 

Monroe 

Mosinee 

Neenah 

Oconomowoc 

Oconto 

Oshkosh 

Racine 

Rhinelander 

Bice  Lake 

Richland  Center 

Ripon 

8heboygan 

Sparta 

Stanley 

Stevens  Point 

Btoaghton 

Superior 
Two  Rivers 
ViroQua 
Washburn 
Watertown 

Waukesha 

Waupun 

Wausau 

Waasaukee 

Wauwatosa 

Whitehall 

Whitewater 


Isaac  Stephenson 

<?ity 

Elisha  D.  Smith 

City 

H.,E.  A  W.Ludlow 

Joseph  Dessert 

Carnegie 

Mrs.  Geo.  Pamsworth 

Harris— Sawyer 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Camei  ie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Mrs.  SaJlie  F.  Moon 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

(not  yet  occupied) 
Carnegie 

Mis.  "oseph  Mann 
Carnegie 
(/ameicie 
Carnegie 

(not  yet  occupiet)) 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
H.  PTsird 
Citisens— Carnegie 
Citizens 
Flavia  White 


Appleton 

BelleyUle 

ClintonTille 

Colby 

Columbus 

Klkhorn 

FaitchUd 

Grand  Rapids 

Hartford 

Marshfleld 

Mazomanie 

MerriU 

MondoYi 

Montello 


J..IBB ARIES  LOCATED  TN  CITT  HALLS 

NeillsTiUe  * 
New  London 
North  Milwaukee 
New  Richmond 
Omro 
Orfordville 
Porta/ie 
Prairie  du  Sac 
Presc4»tt 
Reedsbnrg 
Shawano 
Spring  Green 
Sun  Prairie 
West  Bend 
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LibrarieM  open  $  doyt  a  week. 


DePere 

IHirand 

Elkhart 

Jfilkhoni 

PaircbUd 

Ft.  Atkintoo 

Hartford 

North  MUwaakee 

Ooonto  Falls 

OrfdrdTille 

PlattaTilla 

Randoli»h 

Reedsbarg 

Rloe  Lake 

StoachtoD 

Waoi>aea 

Wanaankee 

Wast  Bead 


t-5,7-S:S0 

2-«alsooa  8at.7-«:80 
8-12,1-5:90 

Wed.ASat.7-9;FrLS-« 
2-«,7-9 

i-«,7-» 

8-A.7-9 

6»i-8:a0p.  m.  alto  Sat.  2-5 

S-5,7-8 

2-8  p  m. 

2-5,  7-9 
1:80-^:90,6; 

2i0^J0.7J0-8J0 

2:  ■  ' 


CllntonTilla 

Cmnberlaod 

Bdflertoa 

FootTille 

LakeMUlt 

Lanoatter 

LaYaUe 

SoodoTl 

Mew  Riohmood 

North  Freedom 

Omro 

Pewaakee 

Prairie  da  Sao 

Rib  Lake 

Hprinff  ttreeo 

Son  Prairie 

Tom^h 

Waawatosa 


Arcadia 

BeileTille 

Bast  MUwaakee 

Elera 

Qeooa  Jaootioo 

JohnaOD  Creek 

K 11  boom 

Oakfield 

Waterloo 

Wettby 


L4brarie9  ogMii  f  dayt  a  w*  ek, 

8-5,7-9 
1-9  p.  m. 

7-9  p.m. 

2-5:50,7-8:80 

»-5J0.7-9 

2-5 

8-5,7-9 

2-5,  7-9 

4-6 

2-5 

2-5.7-9 

8-5,7-9 

7-9 

6:80-8:80 

2-6,7-9 

2-5,7-9 

Librariea  open  I  daj/  o  week, 

2-5,7-9 

12:80-8  p.  m. 

4-5  p.  m. 

6:8Ch8p.  m. 

2-8:80 

2-5 

9-12, 1-6,  7-9 

2-5.7-9 

2-6.7  9 

6:30-8:80 
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LIBBABIBS  IM  THBIB  OWN  BUILDIKOI 


Dti«o 

readU 

shland 

trsboo 

Bl  field 

MT«r  Dam 

Bloit 

•rlin 

hippewa  Falli 

ambeiiaiid 

mrliDgton 

•lavan 

Qrand 

an  Claire 
dceiton 

liojr 

iTmnsville 

ood  da  Lao 

reeo  Bay 

layward 

[ndson 

BnesTllle 

iaokanoa 

leDOftha 

lUbooro 

laCrone 

take  GeneTa 

Ake  MtUt 

ladison 

[anitowoc 


Carneffie 

Canieiie 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Vaagho 

Uarnefrie 

Carnegie 

J.  jTwUliams 

Cameirie 

Gameirie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

James  Aram 

(not  yet  ooonpied) 
Carnegie 

(not  yet  oecnpied) 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 

(not  yet  oecnpied) 
Carnegie 

(notset  oocnpied) 
Almon  Eager 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
Camenie 
Carnegie 
Cam^e 
Z.  O.  Simmons 
ttnbscription 
C.  C.  Wathbnm 
Mrs.  George  Stnrged 
L.  D.  Fargo 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 


Marinette 

Marsbfleld 

Menatba 

Milwaukee 

Monroe 

Motinee 

Meenah 

Ooonomowoc 

Ooonto 

Oshkoeh 

Racine 

Rhinelander 

Rice  Lake 

Richland  Center 

Ripon 

ttlieboygan 

Sparta 

Stanley 

SteTens  Point 

Btonghton 

Superior 
Two  RiTers 
Viroqna 
Waihbum 
Watertown 

Waukesha 

Waupun 

Wausau 

Wausaukee 

Wauwatosa 

Whitehall 

Whitewater 


Ifiaac  Stephenaon 

<nty 

Eliafaa  D.  Smith 

City 

H.,E.  AW.  Ludlow 

Joseph  Dessert 

Carnegie 

Mrs.  Geo.  Pamsworth 

Harris— Sawyer 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Came!  ie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

Mrs.  SaJlie  P.  Moon 

Carnegie 

Carnegie 

(not  yet  occupied) 
Carnegie 

Mis.  ••oseph  Mann 
Carnegie 
C!ameicie 
Carnegie 

(not  yet  occupieii) 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
Carnegie 
H.  P/Bird 
Citisens— Carnegie 
Citizens 
Iflavia  White 


AppletoD 

BeUeTUle 

CiintouTiile 

Colby 

C<dumbus 

Bikhorn 

FaiiehUd 

Grand  Rapids 

Hartford 

Marshfleld 

Maaomanie 

MerriU 

MondoTi 

Montello 


LIBBABIE8  LOCATED  IN  CITT  HALLS 

NeillMTilie  * 
New  London 
North  Milwaukee 
New  Richmond 
Omro 
Orford  villa 
Portajire 
Prairie  du  Sac 
Presci*tt 
Reedsbarg 
Shawano 
SprinflT  Green 
Sun  Prairie 
West  Bend 
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commission  activities 

The  activities  of  the  Commission  staff  in  the  earlier  months^ 
of  the  biennium,  were  centered  upon  replacing  in  machinery 
and  material  what  the  capitol  fire  had  swept  ont  of  existence. 
In  this  reorganization,  past  experience  and  future  needs  were 
considered.  As  a  result,  some  of  the  work  has  been  modified 
and  some  has  been  amplified.  While  the  main  purpose  h&s 
been  to  extend  and  strengthen  the  work  already  in  progress, 
some  new  lines  of  usefulness  have  been  developed.  The  essea- 
tial  facts  pertaining  to  these  are  enumerated  and  discusBedin 
the  departmental  reports  which  follow.  There  will  be  found 
in  more  detail  the  purpose  and  results  of  the  following  channels 
of  woi^  pursnied  by  the  members  of  the  Commission  staff: 

Educating  public  sentiment  so  that  a  genuitje^^  desire  for  K- 
brary  privileges  will  manifest  itself  in  the  practical  form  rf 
local  taxation  adequate  to  proper  maintenance. 

Personal  help  in  the  organization  of  libraries,  and  instruction 
to  the  librarians  and  assistants  tending  to  bring  the  institutions 
to  the  highest  degree  of  efficiency  possible,. 

From  a  circular  of  information  issued  by  the  Commission 
is  extracted  the  following  s^moptical  enumeration  of  GommiS" 
si  on  activities: 


Travelhig  Libraries 

A  system  of  traveling  libraries  is  maintained  which  fumish^i* 
books  to  rural  communities  and  villages  too  small  to  suppo^ 
local  libraries,  and  temporarily  to  larger  villages  and  towns  *■ 
an  inducement  to  establish  free  public  libraries. 

Aid  is  given  in  the  organization  and  administration  of  countf 
traveling  librarv  systems,  including  advice  as  to  book  selec- 
tion, records  and  local  stations. 
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Magazine  Clearing  House 

A  clearing  house  for  magazines  is  operated,  to  build  up  ref- 
erence collections  of  bound  periodicals  in  the  public  libraries 
of  the  state. 

Advisory  Service 

Aid  is  given  in  the  establishment  of  public  libraries  in  locali- 
ties able  to  support  them. 

Advice  and  a^ssistance  in  planning  library  buildings.  Floor 
plans,  exterior  and  interior  views  of  best  typical  buildings  are 
supplied. 

Statistics  and  facts  concerning  libraries  are  collected  and 
published  for  the  information  of  trustees. 

.  Librarians  and  their  assistants  are  given  help  and  instruction 
in  their  own  libraries  by  the  field  organizers  and  visitors. 

Instructional  publications  and  circulars  of  information  are 
issued  at  frequent  intervals  as  guidance  in  solving  the  every- 
day problems  that  arise  in  library  administration. 

Buying  lists  on  special  subjects  or  for  special  libraries  are 
compiled  upon  request. 

InstrurCtianal 

A  school  for  library  training  is  maintained,  the  course  com- 
prising a  3'ear's  work. 

For  persons  engaged  in  library  work  who  have  not  had  the 
advantage  of  special  training,  there  is  an  annual  summer 
school.  The  course  of  six  weeks  is  planned  primarily  to  effect 
improvement  of  the  service  in  the  small  libraries. 

Institutes  and  round-table  conferences  are  held  for  the  in- 
struction of  those  unable  to  attend  the  summer  school. 

Buying  lists  of  the  most  desirable  current  books  are  dis- 
tributed monthly  to  the  book  committees. 

Legislative  Reference  Work 

Material  and  critical  data  bearing  on  current  questions  of 
public  moment  and  aubjects  of  pending  legislation   is  gather- 


( 


22  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 

Secretary's  Report 

ed,  classified  and  indexed  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  le^^ 
lature,  state  officers,  citizens,  and  students  of  public  affairs. 

A  document  clearing  house  is  maintained  for  the  benefit  of 
the  libraries  of  the  state. 

II 
INSTRUCTIONAL  WORK 

During  the  second  year  of  the  biennial  term,  the  members 
of  the  instructional  staff  were  engaged  chiefly  in  carr3riBg  on 
the  work  preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the  library  school. 

The  establishment  of  this  school  has  been  made  possible  by 
the  action  of  the  Legislature,  which  in  1905  increased  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  Free  Librar>'  Commission  to  provide  for  its 
support :  by  the  generosity  of  Andrew  Carnegie  in  enlarging 
his  gift  to  the  city  of  Madison  for  its  new  library  building, 
j)roviding  a  permanent  home;  and  by  the  promised  cooperation 
of  the  Tniversity  of  Wisconsin  and  of  the  various  state  and 
local  libraries  in  Madison  and  its  vicinity. 

The  school  is  founded  to  educate  and  train  for  library  ser- 
vice. While  the  special  needs  of  all  cla*sses  of  libraries  wiU  li^ 
considered,  its  primary  purpose  will  be  the  equipment  of  stu- 
dents for  the  competent  organization  and  administration  of 
small  public  libraries.  Especial  emphasis  will  be  laid  upon  the 
training  for  cooperation  with  schools,  study  clubs,  and  oth^r 
features  of  public  educational  work  incident  to  library  extension. 

The  school  is  domiciled  upon  the  second  floor  of  the  new 
building  of  the  Madison  Free  Librar\\  These  quarters  were 
especially  planned  for  the  purpose,  and  are  pleasantly  located, 
of  ample  size,  and  conveniently  arranged  and  equipped.  They 
include  the  office  of  the  preceptor,  a  large  work  room  for  stu- 
dents, two  lecture  rooms,  a  library  and  a  staff  room. 

The  school  library  includes  2,000  volumes  of  general  refer- 
ence works,  subject  and  trade  bibliographies,  library  litera- 
ture, catalogues,  and  technical  books  for  every  need.     A  model 


Sixth  Biennial  Report  23 

Secretary's  Report 

collection  of  children's  books,  printed  blanks  and  forms  from 
various  parts  of  the  country  illustrating  different  methodB 
of  administration,  and  library  plans  and  reports,  are  also  feat- 
ures of  the  library,  which  will  be  kept  carefully  up  to  date. 

The  libraries  in  Madison,  all  of  them  at  the  service  of  the 
school,  are:  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Library  with  its  worM- 
famous  collections  of  books,  pamphlets,  documents,  newspaper 
files,  manuscripts,  and  maps;  the  rapidly  growing  and  admii^ 
ably  administered  library  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin;  the 
library  of  the  Wisconsin  Academy  of  Sciences,  Arts  and  Let- 
tersy  ocHisisting  chiefly  of  transactions  of  learned  societies;  the 
Legislative  Reference  Library,  conducted  by  the  Wisconsin 
Free  Library  Commission  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin Historical  Library ;  the  State  Law  Library,  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  the  Madi- 
son Free  Library. 

The  public  libraries  of  Appleton,  Baraboo,  Beloit,  Madison, 
Menasha,  Neenah,  Oshkosh,  Portage  and  Watertown  have 
generously  consented  to  serve  as  laboratories  for  the  studento 
of  this  school,  thus  providing  for  a  distinctive  and  exceedingly 
valuable  feature  of  its  work. 

The  University  of  Wisconsin,  now  the  foremost  of  western 
seats  of  learning,  offers  its  cordial  cooperation  in  this  new 
undertaking.  Several  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  its 
instructional  force  have  consented  to  deliver  lectures  upon  the 
bibliographies  of  their  respective  specialties ;  and  the  students 
of  the  Library  School  will  find  open  to  them  courses  in  mod- 
em languages,  literature,  English  history,  economies,  political 
science,  sociology,  etc. 

With  a  plan  of  work  embracing  the  library  needs  of  the  state, 
the  Commission  will  give  an  unrivalled  opportunity  to  the  stu- 
dents of  its  school  to  study  traveling  libraries,  the  cooperation 
of  libraries  and  schools,  libraries  and  study-clubs,  library  or- 
ganization, the  conduct  of  library  institutes,  and  the  other  lint^s 
of  its  several  activities. 

The  course  of  instruction  will  last  throughout  one  year,  pro- 


24  Wisconsin  Free  Libraby  Commission 

Secretary's  Report 

▼iding  thirty-eight  weeks  of  actual  curriculum  work.  It  will 
consist  of  technical,  literary  and  practical  subjects  and  prob- 
lems. These  include  cataloguing,  classification,  library  econ- 
omy in  its  various  details,  administration,  reference  work, 
public  documents,  bibliography,  and  history  of  the  library 
movement. 

But  3S  the  book  is  the  unit  of  the  library,  the  emphaas  of 
the  course  will  be  placed  upon  the  study  of  books  themselves, 
this  to  include  the  history  of  printing  and  book-making,  prac- 
tical bibliography,  studies  of  authors  and  publishing  houses, 
the  ai)praisal  of  books  suited  for  public  libraries,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subtle  relation  of  the  librarv  and  its  books 
to  the  public  that  it  serves. 

A  strong  element  in  the  course  of  study  will  be  the  appren- 
tice work  to  be  required  of  the  students  in  certain  designate! 
libraries.  During  at  least  ten  weeks  of  the  course,  students 
will  be  placed  in  these  cooperating  libraries,  where  they  will 
do  actual  librar}^  work  along  all  lines,  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  the  local  librarians  and  the  oversight  of  the  faculty 
of  the  school.  Such  libraries  of  the  state  as  are  in  process 
of  organ izntion  or  reorganization  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Commission  will  also  be  used  as  laboratories. 

This  sustained  laboratorv'  work  will  seek  to  cover  all  phases 
of  technical  library  routine,  thus  enabling  students  to  practice 
the  theories  discussed  in  lectures  and  seminaries,  and  the  prob- 
lems considered  in  the  class-room.  It  is  hoped  that  thereby 
students  may  acquire  poise  and  experience  in  meeting  and  serv- 
ing the  public,  and  a,sceii:pin  for  themselves  how  library  work 
reaches  out  to  all  interests  in  a  community,  thus  becoming  ft 
vital  work. 

Although  much  work,  with  resultant  expenditure  of  time, 
was  involved  in  the  preparations  for  the  school,  the  field  work 
was  not  neglected.  The  usual  summer  school  courses  were 
given,  and  it  is  planned  to  give  as  well  the  supplementary 
courses  arranged  for  each  alternate  year.  It  is  hoped,  whin 
the  school  is  fairlv  established,  that  the   members   of  the  in- 


Sixth  Biennial  Report  25 


Secretary 's-  Report 


*structh)nal  staff  will  be  able  to  give  much  greater  and  more 
careful  attention  to  field  work  than  has  been  possible  hereto- ^ 
fore.  During  the  past  two  years,  closer  relations  than  hereto- 
fore with  library  boards  have  been  established.  It  has  beefri" 
found  mutually  helpful  to  send  after  each  visit  a  schedule 
of  suggestions  as  guidance  to  the  librarian  and  her  board. 
A  copy  of  suggestions  sent  to  one  of  the  local  boards  will  serve 
to  indicate  the  general  character  of  all  of  them,  details  vary- 
ing according  to  local  conditions: 

UKJCM.MKNDATIONH    TO    THE    BOOK    COMMITTEt: 

ronsult  th<*  8helf  li&t  when  making  out  book  liBtfl  for  new  books  and  trj  to 
1>alanee  the  library  better.  Notice  guides  in  shelf  list  where  there  is  no  repre- 
sentation for  a  given  class  of  books. 

Do  not  buj  too  many  duplicates  of  books  to  begin  with,  until  there  are  more 
books  in  the  library. 

Avoid  cheap  editions,  as  they  are  not  fit  to  rebind  and  usually  have  poor  paper 
and  print. 

Use  the  Suggestive  List  of  Books  for  selection  of  adult  books,  together  with 
the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist  for  tne  newer  booKS,  and  the  Pittsburgh  List  of  Home 
Libraries  for  selection  of  children's  books. 

I)o  not  buy  i-eference  Tiooks  like  a  dictionary  or  encyclopedia  without  flnt 
consulting  the  ("ommission,  in  order  to  see  if  a  bargain  may  not  be  secured. 

ITse  the  Wyer  List  of  Documents  for  a  Small  Library  for  help  in  deciding 
vrh»t  to  keep  in  the  way  of  public  documents. 

If  it  is  difllcult  to  supply  enough  copies  of  the  newer  books  of  adult  flctton, 
try  a  rental  collection  for  some  of  the  books  much  wanted  and  charge  5  c.  a 
week  or  1  c.  a  day  rent  and  make  the  book  pay  for  itself.  When  the  demand 
han  worn  off.  put  in  the  free  collection.  Be  careful  in  selection  of  books  for 
rent  to  put  in  only  such  as  will  be  very  popular ;  otherwise  they  can  not  be 
mAde  to  pay  for  themselves. 

When  making  arrangements  with  a  binder  try  a  contract  such  as  is  enclosed 
herewith,  in  order  to  insure  the  proper  sort  of  work  and  prices.     ' 

r>o  not  rebind  cheap  !xK>k8  or  those  which  are  much  soiled  ;  it  will  be  better 
to  buy  new  copies. 

FMne  notices  should  l>e  sent  for  over -due  l>ookf»  when  they  have  been  over-due 
five  days.     Printed  postal  cards  for  such  notices  are  most  convenient. 

rover  the  magazineK  inexpensively  as  per  sample  left  by  Commission  and  cir- 
culate as  books  after  the  current  numl>er  has  been  on  the  reading  tables  one 
month  and  the  new  ones  are  received.  Circulate  on  short  time ;  three  days  Is 
recommended. 

I'se  the  seven-day  lal)el  on  new  fiction  and  do  not  keep  the  books  "seven-day" 
after  the  demand  for  the  l)ook  has  moderated. 

Htamp  all  books  and  periodicals  with  the  name  of  the  library. 

Put  burlap  over  the  children's  shelves  to  iise  for  a  bulletin,  and  also  have  a 
bulletin  made  of  the  same  material  to  hang  near  the  loan  desk  for  book  no- 
tices, lists  and  any  notice  which  Is  of  interest  to  the  general  public. 

A  telephone  is  recommended  If  it  can  be  secured  at  a  reasonable  rental  or  as 
^  gift.  It  is  a  great  convenience  to  patrons,  but  should  not  1>e  used  for  social 
Durposes. 

List  of  new  books  should  l)e  printed  In  the  local  papers,  and  posted  in  tlie 
library.     Also  notes  and  news  alK>ut  the  library. 

The  librarian  should  be  requirtMl  to  make  all  orders  for  book.«4  and  conduct 
the  correspondence  relatln»^  to  saiiio.  She  should  also  be  required  to  keep  the 
Accounts  connected  with  the  library  business,  having  them  properly  audited  by  the 
FMnance  committee  from  time  to  time.  Properly  ruled  blanks  have  been  left 
With  the  librarian  for  this  purpose  and  the  method  of  keeping  same  has  been 
■explained  to  her. 

E^ks  should  be  purchased  as  frequently  as  the  funds  will  allow,  even  if  not 
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more  than  $20  worth  is  ordered  at  one  time.  Every  two  monttag  is  recommended 
as  a  reasonable  interval  in  a  library  the  slse  of  this  library.  The  interest  of 
the  readers  will  be  maintained  better,  and  the  work  of  preparing  the  books  will 
be  rendered  much  easier  by  pursuing  this  course. 

Books  should  be  purchased  of  »  reliable  dealer  who  has  a  large  stock  and  from 
some  one  who  knows  editions  and  prices,  and  who  will  not  substitute  cheap 
editions  for  better  editions  ordered. 


Ill 


TRAVELING  LIBRARIES 

From  the  statistical  record  given  in  some  detail  elsewhei'e 
in  this  report,  the  great  growth  in  this  department  of  work 
may  be  noted.  Three-fifths  of  the  20,000  books  now  in  the 
traveling  libraries  owned  by  the  state  have  been  added  during 
this  period.  The  cooperative  traveling  library  idea  has  been 
utilized  in  ways  not  heretofore  employed,  so  as  to  afford 
to  needy  and  struggling  little  libraries  help  very  much  needed 
by  them.  The  town  library  station  system,  the  **new  book''  trav- 
eling library  and  the  foreign  groups,  are  among  the  new  di- 
rections in  which  traveling  librar>^  work  has  been  advanced. 

The  county  traveling  library  systems  number  eleven,  including 
two  proprietary  systems,  being  an  increase  of  four.     For  the  suc- 
cessful administration  of  county  systems  of  traveling  librarieB. 
a  strong  central  public  libraiy  from  which  the  libraries  canl>^ 
circulated  is  essential.     In  some  counties  of  the  state  the  lack 
of  such  an  administrative  center  prevents  the  adopti(m  of  the 
system.     In  all  the  county  systems  thus  far  established,  materia' 
aid  has  been  sought  and  obtained  from  the  C<«nnusBion.    Sta- 
tions have  boen  located  and  organized,  bo(A  lists  have  been  com- 
piled, simple  records  have  been  instituted,  and  the  neceesary 
business  machinery  installed.     This  has  involved  nrach  time  and 
labor,  but  has  been  warranted  by  the  fact  that  thioogfa  these 
channels  the  pressure  upon  the  traveling  library  seirvice  rend- 
ered by  the  state  has  been  lessened.     The  total  nnmber  of  books 
in  the  county  traveling  libraries  is  now  10,459,  and  the  sum  of 
$2,000  will  be  appropriated  annually  hereafter  by  the  seyenl 
county  board    to  add  to  the  book  purchasea    The  nnmber  of 
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stations  supplied  through  this  so^urce  is  193.  Counting  the  state 
and  county  traveling  libraries,  the  statistical  snimmaries  show 
the  following  figures: 

Total  number  traveling  libraries. 618 

Total  number  foreign  groups 171 

Total  number  of  books 30,147 

Total  number  of  stations 454 

Although  reports  received  from  some  stations  are  defective, 
and  from  several,  figures  are  wholly  lacking,  the  returns  from 
stations  supplied  by  the  Commission  show  a  gratifying  cir- 
culation. The  total  circulation  was  122,097.  The  following 
interesting  figures  show  the  average  circulation  per  book  on 
one  trip  covering  a  period  approximating  six  months : 

ENGLISH   BOOKS 

General  libraries 7.8& 

Fiction 18.55 

Children's 9M 


FOREIGN 

German    11.08 

Norwegian  . 4.26 

Polish 3.25- 

Bohemian   2.3 


By  vote  of  the  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  all  the  study 
club  libraries  heretofore  circulated  through  their  Library  Com- 
mittee have  been  turned  over  to  the  CommisBion;  they  num- 
ber 13.     The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  has  also  contributed 
eight  splendid  libraries  on  phases  of  American  hiatory — four 
at  them  on  the  history  of  Wisconsin.     The  Wisconsin  Free  Li- 
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brary  Commission  has  at  the  present  time  the  following  study 
club  libraries: 


Subject 


No.  of  libraries  Subject 


No.  of  librarieB 


American  literature    (outlines 

and  references)   6 

Art — General  study  (outlines)  1 

Art  poems  (outlines)  1 

Austria  and   Hungary    1 

British  Isles   (outlines)    2 

Canada    (outlines    and    refer- 
ences)      1 

Educational  topics   1 

English  History  (outlines)...  2 
English      literature — ^Normans 
to   Stuarts    (outlines) ....  1 
Hanoverian      period      (out- 
lines)      1 

Victorian      period       (refer- 
ences)      1 

The  novel    1 

Representative  authors   1 

France     (outlines    and    refer- 
ences)      4 

Crermany  (outlines)    1 

Hawthorne's      Marble      Faun 

(outlines)    1 

Household  economics  (outlines 

and  references)    i 

Italy — Renaissance 1 

Ita^y— 1748    to   date    (outlines 

and  references)    1 

Japan     (outlines     and     refer- 
ences)       1 


Municipal  albiirB   

Nature  study    (outlines) 

Russia    (outlines    and    refer- 
ences)     

Shakespeare  (textbookB)    .... 

Spain   

U.  S.  travel  , . .'. 

U.    S.   History — general    (ou^ 

lines)   

Discovery    and    exploration 

(outlines)    

(Colonial  period    (outllnuB). 

Revolution  (outlines)   

Formative  period,  1785-1817 

(outlines)    

Expansion  period.  1817-1860 

(outlines)  

Civil    war,    1860-186^5    (out-. 

lines)   

Middle  West   (outlines).... 

Village    and     town    improve- 
ment   

Wisconsin  history  (outlines). 


Total  number  of  librarieB '54 
Of  these  the  State  Federa- 
tion gave  1^ 

State  Historical  Society —    ^ 
Wisconsin      Free      Library 

Commission  ** 


Besides  the  study  libraries  listed,  the  Commission  has  a  mis- 
eellHiieous  collection  of  about  200  volumes  from  which  it  loans 
individual  books  or  small  ^^roups,  and  a  colleetion  of  magazin'-^ 
from  which  special  articles  are  sent.  During  the  last  y€«^ 
three  ^M*oups.  not  incorporated  in  libraries,  have  been  loaned 
for  the  y<»ar  to  suj^plemeiit  collections  in  local  libraries,  anu 
thirty-five  loans  for  short  periods  have  been  made.  Hearty  co- 
oi)eration  has  been  jriven  by  the  State  Historical,  Univerwty* 
and  ^Ridison  Public  Libraries*  in  the  matter  of  .short-time  loans- 
The  collection  of  outlines  has  been  much  increased  and  the  C^' 
niisson  has  been  able  to  helj)  a  number  of  the  larger  clubs  with 
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outlines  where  the  book  supply  was  amply  provided  by  the  lo- 
cal i)iiblic  library  or  by  the  purchases  of  the  club. 

Many  requests  have  been  made  for  libraries  on  Household 
economics  and  Improvement  of  town  and  village,  which  could 
not  be  filled.  Use  could  have  been  made  of  more  libraries  on 
Prance. 

The  Commission  has  made  a  be«rinning  toward  a  good  col- 
lection of  reproductions  of  pictures  of  great  artists.  Many  of 
these  have  been  loaned  to  clubs  having  books  and  are  reported 
to  be  a  valuable  addition  to  sources  of  help. 

List  of  towns  where  study  libraries  are  placed,  42  stations: 

Abbotsfora  Almond 

Antlgo  Augusta 

Black  River  Falls  Bloomington,  2 

Brandon  Campbell 

Colby  Cumberland 

Eagle  Edgerton 

Fort  Atkinson  Jefferson 

Kaukauna  Loyal 

Mauston  Medford 

Merrimac  Oconomowoc 

Omro  Portage 

Poynette  Prairie  du  Sac 

Randolph  Rhinelander 

River  Falls  Shawano 

Sparta  Sturgeon  Bay 

Sun  Prairie,  2  Superior 

Waterloo  Watertown 

Waupaca  West  Bend 

West  Salem  Whitehall,  2 
Wyocena 

The  different  kinds  of  traveling  libraries  circulated  by  the 
Commission  mav  ])e  described,  briefly,  as  follows: 

Collections  supplied  without  fee 

English,  miscellaneous,  60  volumes:  sent  to  rural  communi- 
ties organizing  a  local  assocation  of  not  less  than  ten  resi- 
dents; transportation  charges  paid  by  local  station;  exchanges 
made  semi-annually. 

English,  miscellaneous.  30  volumes;  intended  for  neighbor- 
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hood  groups  in  rural  communities;  same  conditions  applj  as 
in  the  case  of  60-volume  libraries. 

English  fiction  libraries;  designed  to  aid  strujggling  public 
libraries,  temporarily  embarrassed  as  to  book  fands^  and  to 
enable  them  to  expend  their  limited  funds  to  best  advantage; 
transportation  charges  paid  by  library  receiving  books. 

Children's  libraries;  same  as  to  purpose  and  plan  as  fic- 
tion libraries. 

Study  libraries,  sent  to  public  libraries,  women's  clubs  and 
organizations  of  citizens  engaged  in  serious  study  of  certain 
subjects ;  transportation  charges  paid  by  users,  or  organization 
representing  them.  Many  of  these  libraries  are  accompanieJ 
by  outlines  and  a  few  with  illustrative  material.  Special  study 
libraries  on  current  subjects  of  public  importance  are  made  up 
in  sizes  varying  according  to  quantity  of  material  available; 
these  are  furnished  to  students,  preferably  through  the  medium 
of  local  libraries  where  such  exist. 

Foreign  groups,  comprising  ten  books  each.  These  are  ad- 
ded to  the  English  traveling  libraries  sent  to  communities 
where  a  large  foreign-bom  element  can  be  served.  Foreign 
groups  comprise  separate  collections  in  the  following  langua- 
ges: Oerman,  Polish,  Norwegian,  Swedish,  Bohemian.  These 
have  proved  immensely  popular,  the  supply  being  unequal  to 
the  demand. 

Coopr rafivf  Collect io u .^ 

** New-book''  or  rental  libraries,  comprising  60  books  each. 
Intended  for  little  libraries  with  limited  funds.  Circuits  of  si^ 
libraries  are  arranged,  an  annual  fee  of  $10  entitling  each  sub- 
scriber to  use  of  two  libraries  annually,  arrangement  being  for 
a  term  of  throe  years,  when  the  books  are  "Withdrawn  from 
thisi  .service  and  otherwise  utilized.  With  each  semi-annual  ship- 
ment, fromi  six  to  a  dozen  of  the  beet  currently-published  books 
are  substituted  for  a  like  number  of  the  older  or  less  popular 
books. 

Town  traveling  libraries,  comprising  100  books  each   (Bnf 
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liah) .  Intended  for  the  larger  villages  and  smaller  cities  finan- 
cially unable  to  maintain  a  public  library,  but  too  populous  to 
remain  satisfied  with  a  traveling  library  of  ttie  usual  sizij. 
Upon  payment  of  $50,  the  Commission  a^ees  to  supply  100 
books,  which  are  exchanged  for  other  collections  of  like  charac- 
ter semi-annually  for  five  years,  to  each  of  ten  communities 
comprising  the  circuit.  A  library'  organization  is  eflfected  in 
each  place  joining  the  circuit,  and  frequently  a  reading  room 
is  opened  in  connection  with  the  traveling  library.  Transpor- 
tation charges  are  paid  by  the  local  station.  The  net  result 
of  this  arrangement  is  that  the  local  station  bears  half  the  cost 
of  book  purchase,  and  the  Commdasion  half — or  the  equiva- 
lent of  cost  represented  by  the  standard  traveling  library  sent 
to  rural  communities  without  charge. 

Foreign-book  traveling  libraries,  comprising  35  to  50  volumes 
each.  Sent  to  public  libraries  having  a  large  foreign-born 
<5onstituencyv  upon  payment  of  $35.  This  payment  entitles  the 
subscribing  library  to  exchanges  every  six  moliths  for  a  period 
of  five  years.  Circuits  of  ten  libraries  are  formed,  their  total 
subscription  of  $350  representing  the  cost  of  the  books  includ  ;d 
in  the  ten  libraries.  The  Commission  facilities  are  utilized 
'  as  clearing  house  agency  between  the  subscribing  libraries,  ser- 
vice in  mending  books  as  needed  and  keeping  records  being 
given  without  charge.  The  foreign-book  libraries  include  Ger- 
man, Dano-Norwegian  and  Polish  books. 

By  the  cooperative  systems  above  described,  those  who  are 
i»rved  secure  expert  book  selection,  and  the  physical  condition 
of  the  books  is  looked  after  in  a  manner  to  prolong  their  use. 

Traveling  e^chibits 

Ringling  animal  pictures — This  exhibit  consists  of  seven  large 
reproductions  of  photographs  of  animals,  the  reproductions 
being  made  from  photographs  taken  by  one  of  the  Ringling 
brothers.  They  have  been  exhibited  in  the  public  libraries  of 
Baraboo,  Superior,  Ashland,  Cumberland,  Madison  and  Rice 
Lake. 
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Forestry  pictures — ^An  exhibit  consisting  of  about  100  photo- 
graphs sent  out  by  the  U.  S.  Forestry  Department,  which  have 
been  mounted  and  prepared  for  exhibit  purposes  by  the  Gom- 
mifision.  They  show  different  trees  and  stages  of  growth,  in 
various  sections  of  the  country.  These  were  used  for  a  long 
period  at  the  State  Normal  School,  Platteville ;  Public  library, 
Rhinelander. 

Children's  books — This  exhibit  of  books,  containing  about 
400  volumes  suitable  for  children,  is  sent  out  by  the  Commis- 
sion to  »erve  a  distinct  purpose.    It  is  not  intended  as  a  cir- 
culating or  traveling  library  for  use,  but  purely  as  an  exhibit  to 
arouse  the  interest  of  parents  and  teachers  in  selection  of  boob 
for  home  and  school  use  by  permitting  them  to  examine  books 
about  which  they  have  read,  to  learn  of  the  newer  and  more  re- 
cent ones,  and  to  show  different  editions  of  some  of  the  children's 
classics.     It  also  serves  as  an  aid  to  the  librarian  in  book  selee- 
tion,  classification    and    cataloguing,    as    the    books    are   fully 
classified  and  catalogued.     Since  October,  1905,  this  exhibit  has 
been  used  to  excellent  advantage  in  the  following  libraries  of  the 
state:     Harab(K),  Sparta,  La  Crosse,  Portage,  Columbus,  and 
Racine. 

IV 
LKcnSLATIVE  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

This  dei)Hrtnient  has  been  slowly  recovering  from  the  effects 
of  the  capitol  fire.  The  accumulation  of  material  and  the  nec- 
essary indexing:  and  catalopruin^  to  replace  the  collections 
swept  away  by  the  fire  and  to  extend  the  resources  of  the  d^ 
partraent  have  entailed  much  labor,  calling  for  an  increased 
membership  of  the  staff.  The  success  of  the  reference  work 
and  its  ^reat  popularity  with  members  of  the  legislature  and 
with  state  officers  has  rendered  necessary  a  great  deal  of  work 
which  could  not  bo  foreseen  two  years  ago.  The  broadening 
scope  of  this  work,  as  indicated  by  insistent  demands  from 
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members  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  leads  in  the  following 
directions: 

1.  The  drafting  of  bills.  For  this  purpose  the  services  of 
specially  trained  lawyers  during  the  legislative  sessions  inust 
be  secured. 

2.  Statistical  compilations  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims  in  framing  state  budgets. 

3.  The  private  and  local  laws,  which  do  not  appear  in  the 
statutes,  are  in  a  chaotic  condition.  A  thorough  index  of  the 
session  laws  from  the  first  session  to  the  present  time  is  needed. 

4.  A  thorough  index  of  special  reports  and  governors'  ve- 
.toes  of  the  past  should '  be  made.  The  legislative  journals 
should  be  gone  over  at  once.  There  is  constant  search  for  lost 
material  in  this  set  of  documents.  A  complete  index  of  these 
documents  is  not  necesnary,  but  an  index  of  special  topics  is 
required. 

r>  A  record  of  bills  and  of  committee  hearings  should  be 
kept  during  the  session.  The  business  men  of  the  state  are  con- 
stantly calling  on  the  department  for  information  relating  to 
the  introduction  of  bills  and  the  time  fixed  for  hearings.  They 
di.slike  to  keep  lobbyists  in  Madison  to  keep  guard  over  their 
interests,  but  are  often  compelled  to  do  so  by  lack  of  informa- 
tion of  this  sort.  A  rough  index  of  this  sort  was  kept  during 
the  la«t  session,  but  a  inoro  thorough  index  should  be  kept 
cumulatively,  or  there  might,  perhaps,  be  a  publication  of  this 
sort  issued  from  day  to  day. 

6.  The  farmers  of  the  state,  as  well  as  the  legislators,  are 
calling  for  an  index  of  agricultural  documents.  An  index  was 
ready  to  go  to  press  when  the  fire  occurred.  Were  such  an  in- 
dex in  printed  form  available,  all  the  agricultural  publications 
of  the  state  would  become  many  times  more  valuable  than  they 
are  now. 

The  department  has  secured  lists  of  books  upon  special  sub- 
jects in  the  several  libraries  of  Madison  for  inclusion  of  titles 
in  the  card  catalogue,  so  that  the  available  resources  in  the 
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ci^pital  city  can  be  drawn  upon  expeditiaiidy.    All  the  librarieB 
mi«  ahowing  splendid  cooperative  spirit. 

Since  Januaryv  a  series  of  bulletins  on  0CHni>aratiTe  legisla- 
tion b&s  been  issued.  The  bulletins  issued  to  date  comprise  the 
following  subjects: 

1.  Railway  co-employment. 

2.  Lobbying. 

3  Corrupt  practices  at  elections. 

4.  Exemption  of  wages. 

5.  Municipal  electric  lighting. 

6.  Trust  companies. 

Other  bulletins  ready  to  print  or  in  preparation  comprise 
the  following: 

7.  Taxation  of  trust  companies. 

8.  Municipal  gas  lighting. 

9.  Boycotting. 
10.     Blacklisting. 

Work  instituted  with  debating  societies  has  become  very 
popular,  and  numerous  special  traveling  libraries  on  current 
topics  have  been  sent  t-o  many  parts  of  the  state.    . 


CO-OPERATIVE  WORK 

The  policy  of  minimizing  expense  and  labor  and  obtaining 
a  maximum  of  efficiency  has  been  pursued  with  considerable 
diligence.  Existing  aorenoies  and  organizations  have  been  util- 
ized for  mutual  profit  in  extension  of  work. 

The  Ijeague  of  Library  Commissions  has  enabled  the  co- 
operating members  to  secure  needed  publications  for  field 
work  and  otherwise.  Through  this  organization  the  Publish- 
ing Board  of  the  American  Library  Association  has  been  pe^ 
suaded  to  undertake  many  publications  useful  to  commissioiis. 
Most  important  of  these  is  the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist,  which  is  dis 
tributed  to  everj'  library  in  the  state,  and  ought  to  exert  an  ap- 
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able  influence  in  better  book  selection  than  has  been 
ble  heretofore.  Libraries  have  likewise  been  urged  to  use 
try  of  Congress  cards  for  their  catalogues.  The  following 
ist  of  subscribers  in  this  state  for  L.  C.  cards: 

Pnbllc    Library  Portage  Public  Library 

M>   Poblic  Library  Racine   Pablic   Library 

College  Library  Reedsburg  Pnbllc  Library 

Public  Library  Rblnelander  Public  Library 

Public  Library  Richland  Center  Public  Library 

^ad    Public    Library  Rlpon   Public  Library 

»  County  Training  School,  AlmaRiTer  Falls  State  Normal  School  Li- 
E.    Sprague   Free    Library,    Elk-        brary 

'n  Sauk   County   Training   School,   Reeds- 

wa   Falls   Public   Library  burg 

)U8  Public  Library  Sheboygan   Public  Library 

1   Free   Library  Stanley   Public  Library 

laire   Public   Library  Stephenson    Public   Library,    Marinette  • 

ille  Public  Library  Stevens   Point   Normal   School   Library 

rorth  Public  Library,  Oconto      Sturgeon  Bay  High  School  Library 
3n    Lac   Public   Library  Superior  Public  Library 

M.  Simmons  Library,  KenosbaTa inter   Memorial    Library,   Menomonie 
rd  Free  Library  T.  B.  Scott  Free  Public  Library,  Grand 

»ro  Public  Library  Rapids 

a    Public  Library  Tomah   Public  Library 

Ille   Public   Library  Watertown  Public  Library 

Dessert  Public  Library,  Moslnee Waupaca  County  Training  School,  New 
if  Public  Library,   Green   Bay  London 

''argo  Public  Library,  Lake  MlllsWaupaca  Public  Free  Library 
•sse  |*ublic  Library  Waupun   Public  Library 

Geneva  Public  Library  Wausau  High  School  Library 

ter  Public  Library  West   Bend   Public   Library 

ice    University    Library,    Apple- Whitehall    Public    Library 

Whitewater    State    Normal    School    Ll- 
n  Free  Library  brary 

leld  Public  Library  Wisconsin    Free    Library    Commission, 

la    Public   Library  Madison 

kee  Public  Library  Wisconsin    State    Board    of    Forestry, 

kee  Public  Museum  Library  Madison 

I   Point  Public  Library  Wisconsin      State     Historical     Society, 

rl  Public  Library  Madison 

Public   Library  Wisconsin  State  Superintendent's  Oflflce, 

h    Public   Library  Mndlson 

h  State  Normal  School  LlbraryUniveralty  of  Wisconsin  Library.  Madl- 
llle    Public    Library  son 

ith   Public   Library 


J  Secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 
een  appointed  as  secretary  of  the  TTniversity  Extension 
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Division,  and  the  cooperative  aid  of  the  public  libraries  of  the 
state  is  being  enlisted  in  furtherance  of  this  movement. 

Negotiations  are  now  in  progress  for  incorporating  in  the 
University  Summer  session  a  course  on  Library  PractiefT;  with 
two-fifths  credit.  The  course  is  designed  to  be  of  special' Valae- 
to  the  general  student,  and  to  teachers,  clergymen  and  ^hers 
who  may  have  library  duties  to  perform.  It  is  not  intended 
for  the  professional  training  of  librarians.  The  aim  of  this- 
course  is  to  familiarize  the  student  with  the  library  as  a  Work- 
ing laboratory-,  and  to  suggest  ways  and  means  of  using  it  to 
the  best  advantage. 

The  course  will  include  the  evaluation  and  use  of  reference 
books  and  periodical  literature:  indexes,  catalogues  and  other 
.  bibliographical  tools  designed  to  make  printed  information 
quickly  available:  book  selection  and  buying  for  private  nse; 
state  and  government  j)ublicatioiis  of  value  to  individuals; 
book  binding:  librar>'  devices  for  collecting,  filing,  preserving' 
and  indexing  pictures,  pamphlets  and  clippings;  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  librar>'  with  the  other  educational  institutions 
of  a  community.  Methods  will  be  tested  and  applied  through 
practical  problems  in  the  use  of  books  and  bibliographical  aids. 

Affiliated  relations  with  the  University  of  Wisconsin  have 
lf»(l  to  many  forms  of  cooperation.  In  the  preparation  of  com- 
parative legislation  bulletins  issued  by  the  Commission,  valuable 
aid  has  been  given  by  the  Political  Science  Department. 

The  cordial  thanks  of  the  Secretary'  of  the  Commission  a^* 
due  to  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  and  unstintea 
labors  in  the  furtherance  of  librarj"  extension.  To  omit  ap- 
pi-eciative  acknowledgment  of  their  splendid  work,  individu- 
ally and  in  accord,  would  render  this  record  of  two  years'  wort 

defective  and  incomplete. 

Henrt  B.  LbgiiEB, 

Secretary- 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Alffoma.     Population  2,(108 

Free  public  library — Kstella  J.  Warner.  librarian. 
In  pliotograph  sruller}'  of  George  C.  Wilbur. 
Books — no.  yolumes.  590 :  no.  card-holders.  421. 

Antigo.     Population  6,603. 

Free  public  library — Clara  II.  Kunst,  librarian ;  F.  J.  Finucane.  president  and 
cbnirman  of  book  committee ;  G.  K.  Meueeley,  secretarv. 

Building — erected  1905:  cost,  $15,000,  gift  of  Andrew 'Carnegie ;  A.  D.  Con- 
over,  Madison,  architect. 

Books — no.  volumes,  8.15<S:  annual  circulation,  28,471;  no.  card-Iiolders,  3,734. 

Appleton.     Population  17,000 

F^ree  public  library — Agnes  L.  Dwight.  librarian  ;  George  C.  Jones,  president ; 
F.  S.  Bradford,  secretary ;  Orlando  E.  Clark,  chairman  book  committee. 

Building — erected  19iK) ;  cost,  $40,000,  gift  of  city;  W.  A.  Holbrook,  Mil- 
waukee, and  Merman  Wildbagen,  Appleton,  architects. 

Books — no.  volumes,  9,762 ;  annual  circulation,  47,505 ;  no.  card-holders,  3,718. 

Arcadia.     Population  1,316 

Free  public  library — I^uise  Gasser  librarian ;  Emil  Maurer,  president ;  F.  C. 

Richmond,  secretary :  R.  C.  Turner,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — not  yet  erected ;  cost,  $,».000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie.  . 
Books — no.  volumes,  1,487;  annual  circulation,  4,535;  no.  card-holders,  752. 

Ashland.     Population  14,519 

Vaughn  public  library — Tryphena  G.   Mitcliell,  librarian;   S.   S.  Fifleld,  presi- 
dent,: George  Merrill,  secretary ;  William  Tomkins,  chairman  book  committee. 
Business  block,  revenue  from  which  supports  library. 
Books — no.  yolumes,  5,600 ;  annaAl  drculatlon,  20,610 ;  no.  card-holders,  3,006. 

Avoea.     Populat'on  411. 

Free  public  library — Mrs.  L.  P.  Dietrich,  librarian  and  president  of  board. 

Located  In  hotel  office. 

Books^ — no.  volumes.  204  ;  no.  card-holders,   120. 

Barahoo.     Population  5,835 

Fre«  public  library — Kate  M.  Potter,  lUtrarian  ;  R.  B.  Griggs,  president;  L.  S. 

Van  Orden,  secretary ;  Mrs.  .1.  K.  Eilglish.  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected    19o,'l ;    co«t.    $15,000.   gift  of    Andrew   Carnegie:    Claude   & 

Starck.  Madlgion,  architects. 
Books — no.  volumes,  8.411  ;  annual  circulation,  33,061  ;  no.  card-holders.  2.548. 

Bayfield.     Population  2,675 

Carnegie  library — Katharlfae  Mussel,   librarian ;   II.  J.  Wacksmuth,  president ; 

O.  L.  Shepard.  secretarv  and  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected  lOo.'i :  cost,  $10,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie ;  Henry  Wlld- 

hi^en.  Ashland,  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes.  .'^.446 :  annual  circulation,  9,991:  no.  card-holders,  581. 

Beaver  Dam.     Population  5.015 

Williams   free   library— Ilattle   A.    loollttle.    librarian;    J.    J.    Dick,    president 

and  chairman  of  book  committee:  .T.  K.  McClure,  secretary. 
Building — erected  1891  :  cost.  $25.o00,  gift  of  J.  J.  Williams;  R  T.  Mix  &  Co.. 

Milwaukee,  archltect.s. 
Books — no.  volumes.  12.307:  annual  circulation.  24.473;  no.  card-holders,  1.797. 

Belleville.     Population  423 

Free  public  lilirary— Mrs.  (Irave  Knox,  librarian  and  chairman  book  committee; 

Robert  Luchsinger,  president:  F.  A.  Xlles,  secretary. 
Town  hall.  .^         ^^^ 

Books — no.  volumes.  2.800 ;  annual  circulation,  3,313 ;  no.  card-holders.  224. 
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BelotU     Population  12.855 

FYee  public  library — Martha  W.  Bell,  librarian ;  O.  T.  Thompaoo,  preddent ; 

G.  B.  Ingersoll,  secretary ;  R.  J.  Burdge.  chairman  book  eommlttee. 
Building — erected  1903;  coat,  $25,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Otmegle;  Patton  k 

Miller,  Chicago,  architects. 
Books — no.  Tolumea,  0,014 ;  annual  circulation,  84,682 ;  no.  card-holdecs,  8,112. 

Bet^in.     Population  4,088 

Public  library — Margaret  Blggert,  librarian ;  Mrs.  Cliarles  8.  Morria,  presldaat 

and  chairman  book  committee;  L.  M.  Kraen^  Mcretary. 
Building— erected  1004  ;  cost,  $10,000,'  gift  of  Andrew  Otraeffle ;  H.  A.  Fdellw, 

<xreen  Bay.  architect 
Books — no.  volumes,  3,425  :  annual  circulation,  18,207 ;  no.  card-holdera,  1,010. 

Black  River  FalU,     Population  1,040 

Pree  public  library — Anna  C.   Wylie,   librarian;  E.  N.   Bamdahl,   preatdent; 

C.  F.  Hille.  secretary ;  Mrs.  C.  J.  Van  Sehaick,  chairman  book  eommtttee. 
Books — no.  yolumes,  1,820;  annual  circulation,  7,720;  no.  card-hoMers,  769. 

Brodhead.     Population  1,667 

I^iblic  library — Winnie  Bucklln,  librariao. 

Secona  floor,  business  block. 

Books — no.  volumes,  1,809;  no.  card-holders,  500. 

Cedar  Grove.     Population  411 

r^ibllc  library— W.  A.  De  Smldt,  librarian. 
In  Mr.  r>e  8midt*8  Jewelry  store. 
'  Books — no.  volumes,  370;  no.  card-holders,  100. 

Chippcica  Falls.     Population  9,009 
iniblic  library — ^BeUe  Walrath,  librarian  ;  T.«alle  Wilson,  president ;  J.  A.  Bejdel, 

secretary ;  J.  A.  Anderson,  chairman  book  committee.  ^ 

Building— erected  1001:  cost,  $20,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Camegla;  F.  D.  Orfl, 

Minneapolis,  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes,  0,070 ;  annual  circulation,  82,086 ;  no.  card-hoMers;  8.655. 

Clinton  V  me.     Population  1,837 

I*ubllc  library— Emetine  Sedgwick,  librarian ;  F.  A.  Sedgwick,  aecrelarr. 
Books — no.  volumes,  540;  annual  circulfttioo,  811 ;  no.  card-holders,  219. 

Colby.     Population  584 

Free  public  libniry — Mrs.   Etta  B.  Grimes,  librarian. 

In  city  hnll. 

Books — no.  volumes,  778  :  annual  circulation,  1,681. 

Colfax.     Population  640 

Free  public  library — Mra.  Jennie  M.  Chase,  librarian. 

In  bank  Imildinf^r. 

Books — no.  volumes,  388;  no.  card-holders.  340. 

ColumhuH.     Population  2.388 

Free  public  library — Ilenrlette  von  Briesen,  librarian ;  F.  A.  Chadboara,  prca- 

ident :   11.   J.   Weldemann,   secretary;   rred  Thomson,   cbalman  book  e«m- 

mittee. 
In  city  hall. 
Rooks— no.  volumes.  .'t.lTiS;  annual  circulation,  10,892;  no.  eard-koldtn,  1,241. 

Cumhcrland.     Populadwi  1.493 

Free  lll^rqry — Mrs.  G.  E.  Carr.  librarian;  Dr.  W.  B.  Hopkins,  preatdent;  F.  I* 

Olcott.  »e<'reta>ry. 
Building — beinff  erected :  cost.  $10,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  C.  H.  Pataehfe,. 

Falrmount.  Minn.,  architect. 
Bookfc — no.  volumes,  2.064 ;  annual  circulation,  8,322 ;  no.  card-holdera,  688. 

Darlington.     Population  1,843 

Public  library — Isftliella  Bird,  librarian  and  secretary;  P.  A.  Ortoa,  prtaMcnt; 

Mrs.  C.  F.  08l>orn.  cbalrman  book  committee. 
Building: — erected   1005:   cost,  $10,000.   gift  of  Andrew  Canaflt;  Ciaaie  k. 

Starck.  Madison,  architects. 
Books — no.  volumes,  3,228 :  annual  circulation.  11,182>;  no. 
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Delafleld.     Population  632 

Public  library — I^ura  Lldlcker,  librarian. 
Bool^a — no.  volumes,  650;  no.  card-boldera,  150. 

De  Pere.     Population  4,523 

Public  library — Helen  S.  Mathews,  librarian ;  M.  J.  Maes,  president ;  Elisabeth 

Smith,  secretary :  Mrs.  M.  Burnett,  chairman  book  committee. 
In  West  Side  fire  engine  house. 
Books — no.  volumes,  3,704 ;  annual  circulation,  16.312 ;  no.  card-holders,  947. 

Dodgeville.     Population  2.152 

Public   library — Mrs.    R.   Lane,   librarian ;    W.    II.   Thomas,   president ;   T.   IL 

StroDx.  secretary ;  S.  G.  Babcock,  chairman  book  committee. 
Business  block. 
Books — no.  volumes,  1.000;  no.  card-holders,  500. 

Durand.     Population  1.359 

Free  library — Mrs.  E.  M.  Dunlap,  librarian;  D.  E.  Kiser,  president:  Mrs.  A.  A. 

Peck,  secretary ;  S.  B.  Tarrant,  chairman  book  committee. 
Library  located  In  rented  room. 
Books — no.  volumes.  1.695 ;  annual  circulation,  8,360 ;  no.  card-holders.  497. 

e<Mt  Milwaukee,     Population  473 

Free  public  library — Julia  E.  Olsen.  librarian;  T.  B.  Olsen,  president;  Mary 

J.  Iverson,  secretary ;  Emil  Weickardt,  chairman  book  committee. 
In  school  house. 
Books — no.  volumes,  240 ;  annual  circulation,  405 ;  no.  card-holders,  78. 

Bau  Claire.     Population  18,737 

Public  library — Mary  A.  Smith,  librarian);  L.  A.  Doolittle,  president;  Alfred 

Cypreansen.  secretary ;  C.  W.  Lockwood.  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected   1904;   cost,   $40,000,   gift  of  Andrew   Carnegie;   Patton  4 

Miller,  Chicago,  architects. 
Books — no.  volumes,  16,318 ;  annual  circulation,  45,191 ;  no.  card-holders,  5,3511. 

Edgerion.     Population  2,416 

Public  library — Leora  E.  Mabbett  librnrlan  :  L.  E.  GettJe,  president ;  Angle  P, 

Towne,  secretary :  Mrs.  E.  C.  Hopkins,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — Being  erected:  cost,  $10,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Henry  Foel- 

ler.  Green  Bay,  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes,  2,065 ;  annual  circulation,  5,533 ;  no.  card-holders,  1,149. 

Eleva.     Population  331 

Public  library — B.  D.  T^Ith,  librarian;  N.  I.  Gilbert,  president  and  chairman 

hook  committee;  A.  C.  Dannser.  secretary. 
Occupy  a  room  in  the  school  building. 
Books — no.  volumes,  347 ;  annual  circulation,  1,567 ;  no.  card-holders,  .397. 

Elkhari  Lake.     Population  462 

Public  library — George  Gerhard,  librarian. 
Books — no.  volumes,  500;  no.  card-holders,  73. 

Elkhorn.     Population  1,818 

Charles  BS.   Sprague  free   library — Edna  L.   Derthick,   librarian  ;   J.   F.   Lyon, 

president;  Dr.  Edw.  KInne,  secretary. 
Occupy  second  story  of  city  hall. 
Books — no.  volumes,  3,624  ;  annual  circulation,  5,539 :  no.  card-holders,  736. 

EvanJtvWe.     Population  1.963 

Free  public  library — Ma^rgle  Gillies,   librarian;   A.   S.  Baker,  president:  Mrs. 

Hattle  J.  Boyd,  secretary :  Mrs.  Carrie  Porter,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — to  be  erected  :  cost.  $10,000.  gift  of  Almon  Eager. 
Books — DO.  volumes,  4,008 ;  annual  circulation,  13.208 ;  no.  card-holders,  1.034. 

FairchiUK     Population  806 

Free  Horary — Mrs.  Lillian  W.  Foster,  librarian  and  secretary ;  F.  W.  Herbst, 

president  and  chairman  book  committee. 
In  city  ban. 
BooiM — DO.  volumes,  392 ;  annual  circulation,  2,293 ;  no.  card-holders,  287. 
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Fond  du  TjOc,     Population  17.284 

Free  public  library — Onunn  E.  Rose,  librarian ;  E.  R.  Herren,  presldeiit ;  Wd. 

W"lIaon.  secretary^:  Dr.  <;.  T.  McDoug»Il,  chairman  book  committee. 
BuUdlnfc— erected  1004;  cost,  fSO.QOO,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Van  Bjm  k 

]>e  Uelleke.  Milwaukee,  architects. 
Bookb — no.  volumes.  23.237  ;  annual  circulation,  43,522 ;  no.  card-holden,  2,83S. 

Footviite.     Population  

Public  library — Mrs.  Ell*  8.  Lacey.  librarian  and  chairman  book  committee: 

I*rof.  Schaenwetter,  president :  Alice  Clifford,  secretary. 
In  store  building. 
Books — no.  volumes.  500 ;  annual  circulation,  1.881 ;  no.  card-holders,  143. 

Fort  Atkinson.     l\>puIatlon  3.300 
.  Public  library — Sue  C.  Nichols,  librarian :  ^.  M.  Webb,  president ;  Mra  C  A. 

Caswell,  secretary  and  chairman  book  committee. 
In  store  building. 
Books — no.  volumes.  3.186 ;  annual  circulation.  10,587  ;  no.  card-holders,  921.. 

Gonoa  Junction.     Population  710 

Public  library — Mrs.  Carrie  L.  Manor,  librarian ;  Mrs.  George  Robinson,  prcfl* 

dent  and  chairman  book  committee;  Mrs.  Charles  Ford,  secretary. 
In  clothing  store. 
Books — no.  volumes,  845 ;  no.  card-holders.  290. 

Olenbvulah.     Population 


Library  and  literary  association — Joseph  A.  Flath.  librarian. 

In  basement  of  amusement  hall  owned  by  local  library  association. 

Books — no.  volumes,  i)00 :  no.  card-holders.  28. 

Olcnirood.     Population  005 

Public  library — Mrs.  Stella  Boardman,  librarian. 

In  dentlHt's  offloe. 

Books — no.  volumeH,  410;  no.  card-holders.  102. 

Orand  Rapids.     Population  6.157 

T.  B.  Scott  free  library — Edith  L.  Uublin,  librarian:  F.  J.  Wood,  prftW^n*- 

Mrs.  .1.  E.  Daly,  secretary  :  K.  1*.  Arpin.  chairman  book  committee. 
Occupy  rooms  in  city  hall    second  floor. 
Books — no.   volumeH.   5.74 1  :   annuaJ   circulation.   1^.047;   no.  of  canl-l»oW«* 

1.024. 

ereen  Ban.     Population  22.854 

KellojTK  I*ublic  library — Deborah  B.  Martin,  librarian:  8.  D.  Hastings,  P^^' 

dent  and  chairman  )K>ok  committee:  John  E.  Tracy,  secretary.  . 

Buildinff-  erectiMl   1Jm>2  :   cost.   $.30,000.   i?ift  of  Andrew  Carnegie ;  HeniJ  *• 

Foeller.  Cn^en  Bay,  architoct.  .- 

Bo(»ks — no.  volunn*».  12,618;  annual  circulation.  54.478;  no.  card-holders,  i**'; 

Hartfnnl.     Population  2.052  ^ 

Fret*  publlr  library-  -II.  .Juno  (ioetz.  lil>rarian  :  Mrs.  P.  A.  Rlx,  president;  *'•• 

Ilattio  Amidon.  secretary;  Sadie  I^  Count,  clialrman  book  committee. 
In  city  hall. 
BookH  -  no.  volumes.  Oil  ;  annual  circulation.  8,065;  no.  card-holders,  614. 

nartland.     I'opnlation  (ST.'i  ^ 

Free  public  lil)rary  -  Mal>el   V.  Hansen.  lil>rarian :  Mrs.  11.- O.  B.  Nixon.  Pj*** 

dent  :  ii.  B.  KhoadH,  secretary  ;  Mrs.  A.  B.  Cbamberlln,  chaimuui  book  CO©* 

mitttH*. 
In  printing  office. 
Books — no.  volumeb.  0(.n>:  annual  circulation.  2,068;  no.  card-holders.  S50. 

nayirard.     IV>pulfttion  2.000 

Free  library — Clarence  O.  Bayo.  librarian:  Mrs.  D.  S.  Peck,  president;  A.  »• 

Nichols,  secretary  :  Dr.  .T.  B.  Trowbridge,  chairman  book  committee. 
BuildiuK — erected  10(H  :  cost.  $10.(.mm);  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Henry  WlW* 

ha<;;en.  Ashland,  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes.  :^.464  :  annual  circulation.  9,123;  no.  card-holders.  1.0T5. 
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HilUbwo:     I*opulation  804 

Public  Jibrary — A.  D.  Calkins,  librarian  ;  E.  B.  Uarkiu,  president ;  E.  V.  W«r- 

nick,   secretary  and   chairman   book   committee. 
In  Jewelry  store. 
Books — no.  volumes,  098 ;  annual  circulation,  2,300 ;  no.  card-holders,  400. 

Horicon.     Population   1,553 

ITree   library — Frances   Zedler,    librarian ;    Mrs.    W.    Lewis,    president ;    Dr.    F. 

Forl)es.  secretary* ;  F.  Heine,  chairman  book  committee. 
Occupy  room  «ibove  bank. 
Books — no.  volumes,  1,338;  annual  circulation,  3,708;  no.  card-holders,  937. 

Bortonville.     Population  800 

Public  library — Anna  Rltger.  librarian:  Dr.  A.  D.  Davis,  president;  Tena  Buck, 

secretary  and  chairman  book  committee. 
In  printing  office. 
Books — no.  volumes.  315 ;  annual  circulation,  1,013 ;  no.  card-holders,  300. 

Budnon.     I*opulatlon  3.22U 

Public  library — Dorothy  Hurlbert,  librarian;  George  D.  Cllne.  president;  D.  L. 

llennewey,  secretary  ;  James  A.  Andrews,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected  1004;  cost,  $12,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;   Van  Ryn  & 

De  Uelleke,  Milwaukee,  ai-chitects. 
Books—  no.  volumes,  3,003  ;  annual  circulation,  17,083  ;  no.  card-holders.  1,241. 

fronton.     Population  1,270 

Public  library — Mrs.  J.  R.  Fitzgerald,  librarian. 

LfOcated  in  drug  store. 

Books— no.  volumes,  80;  no.  card-nolders,  158. 

^^oncsville.     Population  13,770 

Public  library — Gertrude  Skavlem,  librarian ;  William  Biadon,  president ;  Ger- 
trude ^.  Skavlem,  secretary:  II.  C.  Buell,  chairman  book  committee. 

Building — erected  1003;  cost.  $40,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie  ($30,000)  and 
F.  E.  Dldred   ($lO,0OO)  ;  J.  W.  T.  Jennings.  Madison,  architect. 

Books — no.  volumes,  17.850 ;  annual  circulation,  48.200 ;  no.  cardholders,  5,113. 

*^^h,n8on  Creek.     Population  404 

J*ubllc  library — Mrs.  A.  E.  Greenwood,  librarian:  E,  C.  Kotke.  president;  J.  H. 

Grahlmann,  secretary :  1^\  H.  Shephard,  chairman  book  committee. 
In  furniture  store, 
^ooks — no.  volumes,  351  ;  annual  circulation 

'^^u.icauna.     Population  4,901 

^^ree  public  library — Lillian   K.   Bell,   librarian;   II.  J.   Mulhoiland.  president; 

Mrs.  E.  Dayton,  secretary ;  F.  M.  Chariesworth,  chairman  book  committee, 
building — erected    1005:    cost.    12.000,    gift   of    Andrew    Carnegie;    Claude    & 

Starck,  Madison,  architects. 
^ooks — no.  volumes,  3,279;  annual  circulation,  14,902:  no.  cardholders.  1,734. 

^^^f>aha.     Population  16,235 

Gilbert  M.  Simmons  library — Mrs.  Clara  P.  Barnes,  librarian  ;  W.  W.   Strong. 
president ;  E.  C.  Thiers,   secretary ;  James  Cavanagh,  chairman   book  com- 
.^  mlttee. 

building — erected  1900;  cost,  $150,000,  gift  of  Z.  G.  Simmons;   D.   H.  Burn- 
.^  bam,  Chicago,  architect. 
^ooks^ — no.  volumes,  15,915  ;  annual  clrculatiln,  68,156 ;  no  cai*d-hoIders,  4.760. 

^*^o«m.     Population  1,091 

*^bllc  library — Lillian  Ramsay,  librarian  ;  Charles  Snider,  president  and  chair- 

man  book  conflimitteci :  Mary  Conway,  secretary. 
building — residence  bought  and  used  as  library,  cost,  $1,500;   raised  by  sub- 
w^  8crlpti<Mi. 
Books — no.  TOlumea,  2,371 ;  annual  circulation,  13,391  ;  no.  card-holders.  761. 
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La  Cro88€.     Population  29,078 

Public  library — Mary  A.  Smith,  llbrari«n ;  \%illiam  Torrance,  prealdnit;  John 

M.  Holley,  secretary ;  G.  M.  Woodward,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected  1888;  cost.  |10,500,  gift  of  C.  O.  Washburn;  C.  C.  Yost. 

Minneapolis,  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes,  14,460 :  annual  circulation,  60,001 ;  no  card-holders,  0.073. 

Lake  Oencim.     Population  3,440 

I*ublic  library — Gertrude  J.  Noyes,  librarian  and  chairman  book  committMe: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Smith,  president ;  Arthur  Kaye,  secretary ;  L.  N.  Marks,  cbaini»n 

book  committee. 
Building — residence,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  George  Sturges. 
Books — no.  volumes,  4,xl2 ;  annual  circulation,  11,317",  no.  card-holders,  1,41^- 

Lake  Mills.     Population  1,020 

L.  D.  Fargo  library — Clara  M.  Moeher,  librarian ;  BYank  B.  Fargo,  president; 
Conrad  Engslterg.  secretary;  Mrs.  C.  J.  Millard,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected  10O2 ;  cost  $10,000,  gift  of  L.  D.  Fargo ;  Ferry  *  Cla»,  Mil- 
waukee,   architects. 
Books — no.  volumes,  2,360 ;  annuni  circulation,  0,307 ;  no.  card-holders,  895- 

Lancaster.     Population  2,555 

Public   Ilbrnr>' — Bessie  McNair.   librarian;   E.   B.  Goodsell.   president;  Enunt 

Scbreiner,  secretary ;  G.  B.  Clementson,  chairman  book  committee. 
In  business  block. 
Books-no.  volumes,  2,171  ;  nnnual  circulation,  10,410;  no.  card-holders,  1."*- 

La  Valle.     l»opiilation  350  . 

l»ubllc  library  association — Mrs.   Nettle  McNamer,   librarian;   Mrs.  Catherine 

I'nddock.  president ;  John  li.  White,  secretary ;  Mrs.  Sophia  Borcher,  ch*"^ 

man  book  committee. 
Occupy  rented  room. 
Books — u6.  volumes,  365 ;  annual  circulation,  2,400 ;  no.  ciu'd-holders,  290- 

Lodi.     Pupulation  1,006 

Public  library— Edith  M.  Whitelaw,  librarian. 

In  high  school  building. 

Bookb — no.   volumes,  330 ;   no.   cardholders,  310. 

Lone  Rock.     Population  004. 
Mi'H.  M.  It.  Shannon,  librarian. 
Basement  of  business  block. 

Loyal.     Population  SI 5 
C.  M.  Taylor,  librarian. 
In  furniture  store. 

Madison.     Population  24,301 

Free    library — .Tulla    A.    Hopkins,    librarian;    E.    A.    Birge.    president;  F.  A. 

llutclilns.  secretary:  F.  K.  Conover,  chairman  book  committee. 
Buildlnjf- -erected  lOO.-i ;  cost,  $7,').000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Frank  Mil* 

Day  &  Bro..  Philadelphia,  architects. 
B<x>kH — no.    voluni«>{*,    17,022:    annual    circulation,    70,396;    no.    card-holders. 

11,89<;. 

Manilotror.      Population    12,733. 

Publl(!    library — Ajjnes   J.    Petersen,    librarian:    L.   J.   Nash,   president:   J.  E. 

I'lumb.  secretary  :  .Mrs.  .1.  S.  Anderson,  chairman  book  committee. 
BulldluK  -erected  IImh  :  cost,  $2.'».0()0,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Van  Ryn  k 

rHHielleke.  Milwaukee,  architects. 
Books--iio.  volumes,  JS,148  ;  annual  circulation,  39,882;  no.  card-holders,  3,803. 

Marinette.     Population  15.3.'>4. 

Stephenson  public  library — Anna  S.  Plnkum,  librarian ;  R.  F.  Goodman,  pres- 
ident :  G.  w.  Hanley,  secretary :  Mrs.  C.  K.  Nichols,  chairman  book  committee. 

Bulldlnp -erected  1J»03 ;  c<jRt.  Jp33.760  (Incl.  site)  gift  of  Isaac  Stephenson; 
I'atton  &  Miller.  Chicago,  architects. 

Bo<»ks- no.  volumes,  11.307:  annual  circdlation,  40,949;  no.  card-holders, 
4,777. 
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Marsh  field.     Papulation  6,(>35 

Free  library — II.  Delia  Bllinwood.  librarian ;  W.  D.  Connor,  president ;  Mrs. 

M.  B.  Cracraft.  secretary ;  Dr.  K.  W.  Doege,  chairman  book  committee, 
In  city  bjill. 
Books — no.  volumes,  4.562;  annual  circulation,  21,312:  no.  card-holders,  2,260. 

Mayville.     Population    1.793 

Free  public  library — Etta  Barott,  librarian;  W.  K.  Packman,  president;  Dr. 

L.  M.  Bachhuber,  secretary ;  Anna  Naber.  chairman  book  committee. 
In  business  block. 
Books — no.  volumes,  687 ;  annual  circulation,  6,533 ;  no.  card-holders,  556. 

^azwnanie.     Population  863 

Free  public  library — Eklna   B.   Wool  rich,   librarian  ;   Rose  Dowling,   president ; 

C.  E.  Ward,  secretary;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kester.  chairman  book  committee. 
In  city  building. 
Books — no.  volumes,  506 ;  ajinual  circulation.  — .     no.  card-holders,  355. 

Bedford.     Population    1,923 

Free  public  library — Lynne  G.  Worth,  librarian  :  Dr.  E.  Le  Sage,  president ; 

Margaret  Ryan,  secretary  and  chairman  book  committee. 
Books — no.  volumes,  1.866 ;  annual  circulation,  14.473 ;  no.  card-holders,  1,196. 

^efuisha.     Population  5,960 

Elisha  D.  Smith  library — Lucy  L.  Pleasants,  librarian  and  chairman  book 
committee ;  F.  D.  Lake,  president :  W.  H.  Miner,  secretary. 

Building — erected  1898;  cost.  $25,000,  gift  of  E.  D.  Smithi;  VanRyn  &  De- 
Gel  leke,  Milwaukee,  architects. 

Books — no.  volumes,  6,378 ;  annual  circulation,  22.230 ;  no.  card-holders,  1,950. 

^enomonie.     Population  5.473 

Talnter  Memorial  free  library — Stella  Lucas,  librarian  ;  C.  B.  Freeman,  presi- 
dent, secretary,  chairman  book  committee. 

Building — erected  1891  :  cost.  $95,000.  gift  of  Captain  and  Mrs.  Andrew 
Tainter;  library  occupies  only  portion  of  building;  Bufllngton,  Minneapolis, 
architect. 

Books — no.  volumes.  9,398 ;  annual  circulation.  ;  no.  card-holders,  2,689. 

Merrill.     Population  9,107 

T.   B.   Scott  free  library — Helen   L.   Price,   librarian:   Mae  Anson,   president]; 

Mrs.  A.  II.  Reid,  secretary ;  G.  .T.  Roberta,  chairman  book  committee. 
Occupy  five  rooms  of  first  floor  of  city  hall. 
Books— no.  volumes.  10,749;  annual- circulation,  21,286;  no.  card-holders,  949. 

Milicaukee.     Population    312.948 

Public  library — George  W.  Peckham,  librarian  ;  J.  M.  Pereles.  president ;  C.  G. 

Pearse,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected    1898 ;   cost,   $50(k000.    raised   by    taxation ;    Ferry   &   Clas, 

Milwaukee,  architects. 
Books — no.   volumes,    165.763  ;   annual    circulation,   608.022 ;   no.    card-holders, 

29,400. 

Mineral  Point.     Population  3.252. 

Public    library — Marparet   Crawford,    librarian:    Mrs.    March    Chase,   president 

and  chairman  book  committee ;  Mary  R.  Gundry,  secretary. 
Occupy  rented  store  building. 
Books — no.  volumes,  4,376 ;  annual  circulation,  7.808 ;  no.  card-holders.  972. 

Mondovi.     Population  1,450. 

Free  public  library — Mrs.  David  Allen,  librarian:  Rev.  S.  MacNeill,  president; 
Mrs.  R.  Southworth,  secretary  ;  Rev.  G.  H.  R.  Kershaw,  chairman  book  com- 
mittee. 

Rooms  in  city  hall. 

Books — no.  volumes,  1,507  :  annual  circulation,  7,902 ;  no.  card-holders,  984. 
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Monroe.     Population  4,260 

Arabut    Ludlow    Memorial    library — Katherine    A.    Smock,    librarian:   J.  L. 

Sherron,  president. 
Building — erected  190r> ;  cost.  $13,930.  gift  of  If.,  E.  &  W.  Ludlow.    Claude  a 

Starck,  Madison,  arcbitects. 
Books — no.  Tolumes,  6,284  ;  annual  circulation,  23,449 ;  no.  c*rd-hoIder8,  1.500. 

ItonteJlo.     Population  1.090 

Public  library — Otto  Ilallraan,  librarian. 
First  floor,  town  ball. 

Moainee.     Peculation  r>',U> 

Joseph  Dc^rt  public  library — Mildred  Dean,   librarian ;  A.  von  Berg,  prw* 

dent ;  W.  A.  Scbwalbe,  secretary ;  Mrs.  L.  Dessert,  chairman  book  committee. 

Building— erected   1899:   cost,   $10,000,   gift  of  Joseph   Dessert;  A.  C  Each- 

weiler.    Milwaukee,   architect. 
Books — no.  volumes,  1.625:  annual  circulation,  4,411;  no.  card-holders,  335. 

Jfeenah.     I*(>pulatlon  6,047  _ 

Public  library — 0>ra  I.  lAusing,  librarian;   L.  H.  FYeeman,  president:  T.  b- 

Blair,  secretary  :  E.  M.  Beeman,  chairman  book  committee. 

Building-  -erected    1904 :    cost,    $28,000,    gift    of    Andrew    Carnegie    (|12.50U» 

$15.r>f)0  by  »ub8oription  :  Van  Uyn  &  De  (iclleke.  Milwaukee,  architect^ 

BuokH    -no.  volumeft.  0.591  ;  annufti  circulation,  31,018;  no.  card-holders,  i.^- 

yeiUavWe.     Population    2,117 

Free  library- -Ma  me  Woodward,  librarian:  Mrs.  S.  M.  Marsh,  president ;  CW* 

Grow,  secretary  ;  Blanche  Dickey,  chairman  book  committee. 
In  city  building.  ^^ 

Book*— no.  volumes,  2.723;  annual  circulation,  12,020;  no.  card-holders,  l'''^- 

New  London.     Population  3.002  a 

Public    library — Jennie    Radkoy,    librarian :    W    J.    HMnllton^   presideot  »"" 

chairman  book  committee ;  Rev.  B.  G.  Clemmens,  secretary. 
Second  floor,  city  hall. 
Bookf*  — no.  volumes.  1.428;  annual  circulation,  5,094;  no.  ca rd -holders, -'^•• 

Hew  Richmond.     Population   1,824  ^^i\ 

Public  lll)rary — Mildred  Warehouse.  librarian  :  Mrs.  Anna  P.  Epley.  pre«u*^** 

Delia  KIbbe,  secretary :  C  J.  Brewer,  chairman  l)Ook  committee. 
In  city  hall.  ,  ^ 

Books^     no.  volumes.  1.286:  annual  circulation.  ;  no.  card-holders,  -l-v^  ' 

North  Fond  du  Lac     Population  1.044 

Public  library — Mrs.  Fanny  Avery,  librarian. 

Bank  Imilding. 

Books     no.  volumes,  461 :  annual  circulation.  5.545 ;  no.  card-holders,  368. 

North  Freedom.     Population  578 

Public  library-  -Alice  McCoy,  librarian:  ..irs.  M.  J.  Carpenter,  president; 
Mar>?aret   (iunniscm,   secretary :    Mrs.   Jennie   Douglas,   chairman  book 
mltt4H». 
School  house. 
Books-    no.  volumes.  509;  annual  circulation.  2.613;  no.  card-holders,  S^* 

North  Orcenfteld.     Population  2.306 

Public    library — <?arl    Conrad,    lll^rarian :    Mrs.   T.   J.    Fleming,    president*^ 

chairman  l)ook  committee:  Mrs.   E.  L.  Douvllle.  secretary. 
Books-    no.  volumes  390 ;  no.  card-holders.  296. 

North  Mihraukee.     Population  1,236  ^ 

Free  public  library — Anna  G.  (todfrey.Ilbrarlan  :  E.  D.  Coddington.  presidents 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Ilenning.  secretary :  F.  E.  Morrow,  chairman  book  committee. 
Occupy  rooms  in  village  hall. 
Books — no.  volumes,  970  :  annual  circulation,  5,331 ;  no.  card-hcriders,  510. 


k 


Sixth  Biennial  Report  4& 


Statistics  of  Libraries 


Oakfleltl.     Population   548 

Public  library — Katie  OrvLs.  librarian  ;  Dr.  J.  W.  Burns,  president ;  Jessie  P. 

Hoflg,  necretary ;  Mrs.  Jessie  Uenningsen,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — rented. 
Books — nc.  volumes,  1.015:  annual  circulation,  3,101;  no.  card-holders,  287. 

Oconomoiroc.     I'opulation  .'J.013. 

Public    librarj' — Jennie   C.    Walther.    librarian;    MIsb   M.    E.   Farr,   president; 

Addle  Kem.  secretary ;  Olestia  Edwards,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — purchased  by  sutmcrlption  ;  cost,  ^it,500.  gift  Mrs.  P.  A.  Valentine, 

Mrs.  George  Bullen  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Armour,  Hr..  $1,500  each. 
Books — no.  volumes,  4.8(10 ;  annual  circulation,  16,678 ;  no.  card-holders,  1,605. 

Oconto.     Population   5,722. 

Farnsworth  public  library — Katharine  D.  Cramer,  librarian  ;  O.  A.  Ellis,  presi- 

ident ;  G.  F.  Loomis,  secretary. 
Building — erected    19o:< :    cost.    |15,(MX>,    gilt   of   George   FarnBWortb ;    H.    A. 

Foeller,  Green  Bay,  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes,  5.173;  annual  circulation,  36,488;  no.  card-holders,  2,860. 

Oconto  FnllM.     Population  L.'^Ol 

Public  library — Mrs.  H.  M.  Weed,  librarian. 

Bank  building. 

Books — no.  volumes,  564:  annual  circulation,  3,440;  no.  card-holders,  410. 

Omro.     Population  1,300. 

Free  public  library — John  8.  Shelp,  librarian ;  C.  H.  Larrabee,  president  and 

chairman  book  committee ;  L.  I^eighton,  secretary. 
Second  floor,  village  hall. 
Books — no.  volumes.  570 ;  annual  circulation, ;  no.  card-holders,  778. 

Ooatburg.     Population 

Public  library — Gertrude  De  Smith,  librarian. 

Located  at  private  residence. 

Books — no.  volumes,  114  ;  no.  card-hoId(>^8,  103. 

'^•'fordville.     Population  430 

Public  library — Kistwn  Jostad,   librarian  ;  Chessie  Smiley,  secretary. 

Occupy   rQoms  in  town  hall. 

Sooks — no.  volumes,  451  ;  annual  circulation,  877 ;  no.  card-holders,  127. 

^-^hkoah.     Population  30,575. 

Public    library — Maud    Durlin.    librarian ;    C.    D.    Cleveland,    president ;    J.    H. 

Jenkins,  secretary ;  R.  H.  lialsey.  chairman  book  committee. 
Bnllding — erected    1000:    cost.    $56,500,    gift    Marshall    Harris   and    Philetus 

Sawyer ;  William  Walters,  Oshkosh.  architect. 
^Kooks — no.    volumes.    20,271  ;    annual    circulation.    05,870 ;    no.    card-holders, 

5,308. 

^^^htigo.     Population   2,530 

^*ublic   library — Mrs.   Ed.   Gil&on.    librarlani :    Rol)ert   Ramsey,   prosiclent ;    Wm.. 

IK>lan,  secretary:  Dr.  X.  I.  Tibbets,  chairman  book  committee. 
^n  store, 
^ooks — no.  volumes.  300 ;  annual  circulation,  3,450 ;  no.  card-holders,  700'. 

^"•^ottAree.     Population  703 

Public  library — Jennie  S.   Clark,   librarian  :   Prof.   Zellhoeffer.   president ;   Mtb, 

Kate  W.  Clark,  secretary:  Mrs.  Zellhoefer,  chairman  book  committee, 
^^econd  floor,  business  block, 
^ooks — no.  volumes,  1,648;  annual  circulation,  4.730;  no.  card-holders,  501.. 

^^^tteville.     Population   4.438 

^Yee  public  library — Maud  Gurnsey.   librarian:   Mrs.  H.   G.  Chase,  president; 

Mrs.   J.    P.   Huntington,   secretary :    Mrs.   Sarah   Buck,   chairman  book  coni- 

n)Ittee. 
i^econd  floor,  business  block. 
Books — no.  volumes,  1.514:  annual  circulation,  15,043;  no.  card4ioltfers,  1.261. 
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Plymouth.     Population    2.704. 

Public  library — Grace  Prencott,  HbrHrian :  G.  W.  Zerler.  president ;  Mtry  L 

Clark,  secretary :  Krs.  M.  C.  Mead,  cbalrmiiii  book  committee. 
Rented  quarters,  first  floor. 
Books — no.  volumes,  2.206;  annual  circulation.  16.302:  no.  card-bolderSt  1.212. 

Portage.     Population  ri.r>24 

Free  public  library — Mrs.  W.  G.  Clouffh.  librarian :  Dr.  A.  C.  Kellogg,  presi- 
dent ;  Mrs.  K.  B.  Wentworth.  secretarj* ;  \V.  G.  Clough.  cbalrm»n  book  com- 
mittee. 

Occupy  rooms  in  city  hall. 

Books — no.  volumes,  7.104 ;  annual  circulation,  35.550 ;  no.  card-holders.  2.7S9. 

Port  Washington.     Poinialtlon  4.U36 

Public  library — Charles  F.  Eckel,  librarian. 

Located  in  Jewelry  store. 

Books — no.  volumes.  526 ;  no.  borrowers,  481. 

Prairie  du  Sac.     Populntlon  071 

Free   public    library — Ruth    Ilutchlns.    librarian    and    secretary;    J.   8.  Tripp. 

president:  John  Dixon,  chairman  book  committee. 
Occupy  rooms  in  city  hall. 
Booki^  -no.  volumes,  500 ;  annual  circulation.  2,057 ;  no.  card-holders,  313. 

Prescott.     I'opulation  8S0 

Free  public  llbrarj- — Anna  C.  Dudley,  libraran  ;  Mrs.  Clara  M.  Howes,  presi- 
dent ;  Janey  Bletsoe,  set^retary ;  Mrs.  Anna  Burns,  chairman  book  com- 
mittee. 

Occupy  room  in  city  hall. 

Books — no.  volumes.  S20 :  annual  circulation,  ;  no.  card-holders.  200. 

Racine.     Population   32.290 

Public  library — Mary  J.   Calkins,   librarian  :   C.   H.   Lee.  president  and  chair- 
man book  committee :  R.  B.  Lan^.  secretary. 
Building— erected    lOO.S :    cost,    $50,000.    gift   of   Andrew    Carnegie;    Mauran. 
Russell  &  Garden.  St.  I^uls,  arcWtects. 
.   Books-  -no.  volumes.  12.0;i5  :  annual  circulation,  70.281  :  no.  card-holders.  6.573. 

Randolph.     Population  SIS 

Public    library — Mrs.    .Jennie    I>avl.«».    librarian:    C.    E.    Hutchinson,    president: 

Mar.iLraret  .Tones,  secretary. 
Books — no.  volumes.  20.'{. 

Rcrdshurfi.      Population  2.515 

Public  library — Mrs.  <!lara   F.  Woodward,   librarian:  J.   fl.  Hosier,  president; 

Mrs.  \V.  II.  Ramsay,  secretary;  Wm.  Rlsgert.  chairman  lK>ok  committee. 
Occupy  rooms  In  city  hall. 
Books---no.  volum*»8,  2.CJ20  :  annual  circulation.  11.820;  no.  card-holders.  1,558. 

RhincJandrr.      Population  5.4.35 

Free  public  library — Mary  M.  Bevans.  lil>rarlan  ;  S.  S.  Miller,  president;  Mrs. 

Johu  Collins,  secretary:  F.  A.  Lowell,  chairman  book  committee. 
Bulldin;? — erectetl   1904:  cost.  $15.(MX».   gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Van   Ryn  k 

De  Geileke.   MllwAukw*.  aroliltects. 
Books— -no.  volumes.  4.072;  annual  circulation.  10.957;  no.  card-holders,  2,0i»4. 

Rib  Lake.     Population  1.122 

Fre«  public   library  —Anna    M.    Kennedy.   IiT>rarian ;   Jeanette   Kennedy,    presi- 
dent ;   Mrs.    R.    Altken.   secretary ;    Mrs.    L.   L.  Taylor,  chairman  book   com- 
mittee. 
Located  in  ])uslne8s  block. 
Book.<4 — no.  volumes.  ;i07  :  annual  circulation.  1.108;  no.  card-holders,  30.*». 

Rice  Lake.      Population   3.410 

Free  public  library — Mrs.  .Tames  Bobbins,  librarian:  L.  L.  ConstMice,  presi- 
dent: Mrs.  M.  T.  Howard,  secretary:  Mrs.  O.  M.  Sattre,  chairman  book 
committee. 

Building — erected  11)05:  cost,  $10.(X)0.  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Mr.  Parkin- 
son, Sparta,  architect. 

Books — no.  volumes.  3.378 ;  annual  circulation.  13,544 :  no.  card-holders,  809. 
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Richland  Center.     Population  2.632 

Free    library — Vera    Eastland,    librarian:    Mrs.   Jennie   Lamberson.   president; 

O.  J.  Burnbam.  secretary ;  Grant  Pratt,  cbairmaii  book  committee. 
Building? — erected    1005:   cost,   $10,000,   gift  of   Andrew   Ciu-negie;   Claude  it 

Starck.  Madison,  architects. 
Books — no.  volumes,  2,336 ;  annual  circulation,  13,300 ;  no.  card-holders,  1,805. 

Ripon.     Population  3,811 

Public  library — Blanche  Thompson,  librarian  :  W.  S.  Crowther,  president ;  H.  J. 
Fnustman.  secretary  :  Mrs.  T.  S.  Chittenden,  chairman  book  committee. 

Bui'dins — l)eing  erected;  cost.  $12,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Charles  An- 
derson. Waukesha,  architect. 

Books — no.  volumes,  4,834  ;  annual  circulation,  8,995 ;  no.  card-holdets,  1,022. 

Seymour.     Population    1.118 

Free   library — Mrs.    E.   J.   L>ean.   librarian   and   chairman  of  l>ook   committee ; 

W.  Armitage,  president :  r.  W.  Axley,  secretary. 
Above  state  l^nk. 
Books — no.   volumes,  771;  annual  circulation,  2,359:  no.  card-holders,  538. 

Hhairano.     Population  2.446 

Public    library — Lulu    Rol)ert8.    librarian  •    Mr.    Allen,    president ;    Mrs.    C.    W. 

Magee,  secretary;  L.  \>.  Roberts,  chairman  book  committee. 
Occupy  room  in  city  hall. 
Books — no.  volumes,  907  :  annual  circulation,  3.328 ;  no.  card-holders,  989. 

Hhehoyyan.     Popu'ation  24.026 

Public  library — Bertha  Marx.  librarian  :  Carl  Zlllier,  president :  Francis  Will- 
iams, secretary  and  chairman  book  committee. 

Building — erected  1903:  cost.  $35,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Carne^rie;  Patton  & 
Miller.  Chicago,  architects. 

Books — no.  volumes,  10,459  ;  annual  circulation,  49.365 ;  no.  card-holders,  4.106. 

Shiocton.     Population  491 

Public  library — Dr.  C  C.  Tuckwood,  librarian. 

In  dentist's   (I>r.  Tuckwood)    office. 

Books — no.  volumes.  516;  annual  circulation,  1.166;  no.  card-holders,  405. 

South  MUtcaukee.     Population  5.284 

Free  Ilbrarj- — Max  Hoffman.  librnrlan  :  V.  T.  Lncy.  president:  Charles  JSchlick, 

secretary:  Miss  K.  Crowe,  chairman  lx)ok  committee. 
In  tailor  shop. 
Books — no.   volumes,   345:  annual   circulation,   2,757;   no.   card-holders.   352. 

Sparta.     Population  3,807 

Free    library — Jennie   Scmiten,    librarian:   Ci.    A.    Richardson,    president:    Mrs. 

T.  1).  Steele,  secretary  :  l>r.  P\   I*.  Stiles,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected  1903;  cost,  $12,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Shick  &  Roth. 

La  Crosse,  architects. 
Books — no.  volumes.  5,775 :  annual  circulation.  28,228 ;  no.  card-holders,  1.800. 

Sprlno  Orern.     Population  770 

Public  library — Henrietta  Watson,  librarian  ;  J.  K.  Morgan,  president  ;  Thomas 

W.  King,  secretary  ;  Emma  B^'ans,  chairman  book  committee. 
Occupy  rooms   in  city  hap. 
Books — no.  volumes.  631  :  annual  circulation,  3.201  ;  no.  card-holders.  280. 

Stanlef/.     Population  2.722 

I*ubllc    library — Martha    K.    Dunn,    librarian ;    Geo.    H.    Chapman,    president ; 

Nellie  M.  Crane,  secretary  and  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected  1901  :  cost,  $15,000.  gift  of  Mrs.  Sallie  F.  Moon. 
Books — no.  volumes,  2,971  :  annual  circulation.  11,333;  no.  card-holders,  1,156. 

Stevenn  Point.     Population  9.022 

Public  library — Molly  L.  Catlin.  librarian:  B.  B.  Park,  president:  Mrs.  R.  A. 

Cook,  secretary;  A.  H.  Sanford.  chairman  book  committee. 
Bnildlng — erected  1904  ;  cost.  $21,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie :  Henry  Foeller, 

Green  Bay,  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes,  5.i99:  annual  circulation.  68.398;  no.  card-holders,  4.965. 
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Stoughttm.     Population  4,244 

Free  public  library — Amanda  Drotnlngr.  librarian;  S3l  A.  Drotnlnjr.  preflldent; 

F.  M.  Jensen,  secretary ;  Mr«.  A.  Bredeaen,  chairman  hook  committee. 
Bulldlnf? —  belnf?  erected;   cost,  $13,000.  gift  Andrew  Camegie;  Claude  and 

Starck.  Madison,  architects. 
Books — no.  volumes,  2.811 ;  annual  circulation,  17,438 ;  no.  card-holders,  1.977. 

Sun  Prairie.     Population  1.086 

Public   library — i^achel   Marks,   librarian;   It.   M.   Long,  president;   Fannie  J. 

Carlton,  secretary. 
Rooms  in  city  hall. 
Books — m).  volumes.  582 ;  annual  circulation,  2,905 ;  no.  card-holders.  247. 

Buperior.     I^opulation  30.551 

Public  library — Grace  O.  Edwards,  librarian;  C.  H.  Sunderland,  president; 
II.  N.  Rasmuseen,  secretary:  Mre.  H.  H.  Rogera,  chairman  book  com- 
mittee. 

Building-— erected  1J)(>2 :  cost.  $50,000,  gMt  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Carl  WIrth. 
Superior,  architect. 

Books — no.  volumes.  15.966;  annual  circulation.  62,307;  no.  card-hoIder&,  4.749. 

Thorp.     Population  878 

Free  library — Mrs.  Ed.  Bun  ton.  librarian  :  W.  S.  Parks,  president  and  chair- 
man lx)ok  committee:  R.  H.  Tolford.  secretary. 
BuUdinf? — gift  of  Mr.  Oeorge  Lusk.     Old  building  remodeled. 
Books — no.  volumes,  092 :  annual  circulation,  4.476 ;  no.  card-holders,  420. 

Token  Creek. 

Free  library—  Mary   F.   Connor,   librarian,   secretary  and  chairman  boolt  com- 
mittee :  Mrs.  L.  B.  Veerhuscn.  president. 
In  private  bouse. 
Books-  -DO.  volumes,  225:  annu.il  circulation.  198;  no.  card-holders,  35. 

Tomah.     Population  .1,008 

Free  public  library — (^arollne  W.  D.  Voewlnkel.  librarian;  Rev.  Loois  Worst, 
prpBldent :    Mrs.    Frank    Fletlnij,    Hecretary ;    C.    H.   Maxson,   chairman  booi 
committee. 
Bookb — no.  volumes.  2.241  :  annual  circulation,  16,110;  no.  card-holders.  1.-58. 

Tico  Rivcrft.     lV>pulatlon  4.602 

Joseph  Mann  library — Lizzie  <;.  Baetz.  librarian:  Mra.  J.  E.  Hamilton,  presi- 
dent and  chairman  l)ook  committee:  J.  F.  Magee.  secretary.  ,. 
Bulkllnjf-'  erected  1891  ;  cost.  $4,000.  gift  of  Mra.  Joseph  Mann  ($1,000),  clu- 

zens   <$.3.00(M. 
Books-  no.  volumes.  .3.604:  annunl  circulation.  14.808;  no.  card-holders,  514. 

Viroqua.      Population    2,0.t2 

Public   llbmry- -Anna   E.   Turner,   librarian:    H.   H.   Proctor,  presideot:  bncy 

r»aws<)n.  secretarv  and  chairman  l)ook  committee.  . 

Building — ererted    lO^K") :    cost.   $10,000.   gift  of   Andrew   Carnegie;  Claude* 

Starck.   Madison.  archlte<"t«.  ^. 

Books — no.  volumes,  2.694  :  annual  circulation,  10,148 ;  no.  card-holders,  1«2"*- 

Wnnhhiirn.      Population  4.924 

Public   library — Mrs.   May   M.   (ireonwood,   librarian;   N.  Bl  Oscar,  presldeni. 

K.  Bryan,  secretary.:  Mrs.  J.  Sb«ridan.  chairman  book  committee.  ,. 

Bulldlnp— erectW  1905:  cost.  $18,00<>:  Rift  of  Andrew  Carnegie ;  Henry  Wiw- 

haK<*n.  Ashland,  architect.  ^ 

Books — no.  volumes,  :t,79l  :  annual  circulation,  23.200;  no.  card-holders,  l,*^' 

Waterloo.      Population   1.106 

Public   library— Ilattle  E.   Andrews,   librarian:   II.  G.  Ryder,  president:  Mri- 

TI.  M.  Knowlton.  secretary  :  K.  I^.  Hatch,  chairman  book  committee. 
Rented  room,  second  floor,  business  block. 
Books, —  no.  volumes.  790:  no.  <*ard -holders.   162. 
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WaUrtoirn.     Population  8.622 

library — Maud   «.   AiacpL _     __.    __   . 

H.  T.  Bberle,  aecretary :  J.  W.  wfgrRenhom,  chairman  book  committee. 


Free  public   library — Maud   R.   Macpherson.   librarian:   J.   H.  Ott,   pre»ident; 


Building — to  be  erected,  and  to  cost.  $20,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Books — no.  volumes.  4,697;  annual  circulation,  .'51,458;  no.  card-holders,  2,430. 

Vraukp«JM.     Population  6.940 

Free  public  library — Fannie  L.  Ells,  lil^rarlnn  ;  D.  J.  Hemlock,  president;  Mrs. 
Lora  McDonald,  secretary  :  Ida  V.  Ray.  chairman  book  committee. 

Building — erected  1903:  cost,  $15,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Chas.  Ander- 
son. Waukesha,  architect. 

Books — no.  volumes,  5,464 :  annual  circulation,  23.143 ;  no.  card-holders.  3.100. 

Waupaca.     Population  2.873 

Free  public  library — Winnefred  Bailey,  librarian  ;  Mrs.  Amy  Roberts,  presi- 
dent ;  Peter  Hoist,  secretary :  Mrs.  B.  R.  Browne,  chairman  book  com- 
mittee. 

Rooms  in  business  block. 

Books — no.  volumes,  2.648 :  annual  circulation.  14, .116 ;  no.  card-holders,  2,764. 

Vnupun.     Population    3,111 

I*ul)lic   library — Clara   L..    Lindsley,    librarian :    Jj.   D.    Hinkley,   president   and 

chairman  book  committee :  B.  W.  Davis,  secretary. 
Building — erected  1905;  cost,  $10,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie:  H.  A.  Foeller, 

Green  Bay.  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes.  5.875  ;  annual  circulation,  16,.501 :  no.  card-holders.  996. 

IVausau.     Population  14.458 

Free  public  library — Nellie  C.  Silverthorn.  librarian ;  Louis  Marchetti.  presi- 
dent ;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Dickens,  secretary ;  S.  B.  Tobey,  chairman  book  com- 
mittee. 

Building — being  erected  ;  cost,  $25,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie ;  W.  G.  Maher, 
Chicago,  architect. 

Books — no.  volumes.  4.968:  annuai  circulation,  21.181;  no.  card-holders,  4,830. 

WauMaukee.     Population  1.729 

Free  library — Edna  Nichol,  librarian ;  F.  I.  Doudna,  president. 

Building — erected  1902 :  cost,  $4,000,  gift  of  H.  P.  Bird  ;  Mr.  Brooks.  Chicago, 

architect. 
Books — no.  volumes,  1,704  ;  annual  circulation.  5,938 ;  no.  card-holders.  478. 

Wauiratoaa.     Population  2.913 

Public  library — Mrs.  Agnes  B.  Roddls.  librarian  ;  A.  W.  Smith,  president ;  J.  O. 

Myers,  secretary :  Mrs.  C.  G.  Porter,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected    1892:    cost.   $5,000.   gift  of  citizens;   addition   being  built, 

cost.  $6,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Books — no.  volumes.  4.718;  annual  circulation. ;  no.  card-holders,  467. 

Wrst  Allin.     Population  2..S06 

North  Greenfield  Library  association — Carl  Conrad,  librarian  :  Mrs.  T.  Flem- 
ing, president :  Mrs.  B.  L.  L>ouvllle,  secretary ;  Mrs,  C.  Harrington,  chair- 
man book  committee. 

In  drug  store. 

Books — no.  volumes.  365 ;  annual  circulation. :  no.  card-holders.  488. 

i\'ent  Bend.     Population  2.362. 
Public   library — AmiaKlumb.   librarian:    Mrs.    S.   F.   Mayer,   president:   C.   P. 

Mooers.  secretary ;  Mrs.  G.  A.  Heidner.  chairman  book  committee. 
Rooms  in  city  hall. 
1^1(8 — no.  volumes.  2.238 :  annual  circulation,  8,155 ;  no.  card-holders.   1.000. 

Wrtithit.     Population  767 
Public  library — D.  E.  Smith,  librarian  ;  Dr.  J,  Schee.  president  and  chairman 

book  committee ;  Mrs.  C.  Schreiner.  secretary. 
Temperance  hall. 
Books — no.  volumes,  492 ;  annual  circulation,  1,950 ;  no.  card-holders,  455. 
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Whitehall.     Population  700 
Free  library — Mrs.  O.  Rogan.  librarian;  J.  O.  Melby,  president;  A.  J.  Herrick, 

secretary ;  H.  L.  Ekem,  cliairman  book  committee. 
Bulldlns: — erected  1899;  cost.  $524.  gift  of  citlseDS ;  C.  M«jbary,  architect. 
Books — no.  volumes.  1.648 ;  annual  circulation,  5,883 ;  no.  card-holders,  597. 

White ir<iter.     Population  3.108 
Public  library — Ellu  A.  Hamilton,  librarian;  C.  M.  BlAckman,  president;  Ed. 

Eagebretsen.  secretary  ;  A.  A.  Upham,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building — erected  1904:  cost,  $12,000,  gift  of  Plavla  White;  Claade  &  SUrck. 

Madison,  architects. 
Rooks — no.  volumes.  5.1SC;  annual  circulation,  22,735;  no.  card-holders,  3.049. 
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COUNTIES  IN  WHICH  LIBRARIES  ARE  LOCATED 


Adainx  County 

Eau  Claire  County 

Manitou'Oi'  County 

NODO 

Eau  Claire 

Manitowoc 

FairchUd 

Two  Rivera 

A»hiar,d  County 

Ashland 

Florence  County 

Marathon  County 

None 

Colby 

JBarrori  f^ovnty 

Mosinee 

rarnberland 

Fond  du  I  Air  County 

Wausan 

R'ee  Lake 

Fond  da  Lac 

North  Fond  du  Lac 

Marinette  County 

Bayfield  County 
Bayfield 

Oakfield 

Marinette 

Ripon 

Peshtigo 

Washbnrn 

Wanpnn 

Wau£>ankee 

J?rot#  ♦/  County 

Forext  County 

Marqueite  County 
Montello 

De  Pere 

None 

OreeD  Bay 

C/rant  County 

Milwaukee  County 

Buff**lo  County 

Lancaster 

Bast  Milwaukee 

Moiidovi 

PiattevUle 

Milwaukee 
North  Greenfield 

Burnett  County 

Oreen  County 

North  MUwankee 

None 

Brodhead 

South  Milwaukee 

Monroe 

Wauwatosa 

Calumet  County 

None 

Gvfen  Lake  County 

Monroe  County 

Berlin 

Sparta 

Chiftfteit  a  County 

Teroah 

Cfhippswa  Fails 

Joua  County 

Stanley 

Avoca 

Oconto  County 

Dodffeville 

Oconto 

Clark  fount y 

Mineral  Point 

Oconto  Falls 

Abbotsford 

Lnyal 

/row  Cfy^ffjfjf 

Oneida  County 

Netilsville 

None 

Rhinelander 

Thorp 

Jark-oft  Cnunty 

Outagamie  County 

Ovlumbia  County 

Black  River  Falls 

Appleton 

Columbub 

HortoQville 

Kilboarn 

Jefferton  Cuunty 

Kaukauna 

Porta  Are 

Ft.  Atkinson 

Seymour 

Johnson  Creek 

Shiocton 

Crawford  County 

Lake  Mills 

None 

Waterloo 

Ozaukee  County 

Watertown 

Pt.  Washin«rton 

Dane  bounty 

BelleviUe 

Juneau  County 

Pepin  Coui>ty 

Madison 

Elroy 

Durand 

Mazomanie 

Stouffbton 

Kenosha  County 

Pierce  County 

San  Prairie 

Kenosha 

Prescott 

Token  Creek 

Keuaunee  County 

Polk  County 

Dodne  County 

Alfcoma 

None 

Reaver  Dam 

Kewaunee 

Horicon 

Portage  County 

Mayville 

La  Crox»e  County 

Stevens  Point 

Randolph 

La  Crosse 

Price  County 

Door  County 

La  Fayette  County 

Park  Falls 

Stnrjreon  Bay 

Darlinfcton 

Phillips 

Douolan  County 

V                     *          a         ^-*                   A 

Barine  County 

Superior 

Langlade  County 
Antigo 

Racine 

Dunn  County 

Richland  County 

Colfax 

Lin  ro  171  Co  »<»»/»/ 

Lone  Rock 

Menomonie 

Met  rill 

Richland  Center 
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COUNTIBS  IN  WHICH  LIBBAB1B8  ABB  LOCATED— Coo tinned . 


Rock  County 
Beloit 
EdgertOD 
ETanaTille 
Footville 
jADesville 
OrfordTille 


JiuJik  Countv 
Ladysmith 


8t.  Croix  County 
Glenwood 
HndsoD 
New  Richmond 


Sauk  Count  If 
Baraboo 
IrootOD 
LaValle 
North  Freedom 
Prairie  da  Sac 
Reedebarcr 
Spring;  Greeo 


Sawyer  County 
Hayward 


Shawani  County 
Shawaoo 


Sheboygan  County 
Cedar  Orove 
Elkhart 
(^lenbealah 
Ooetbars 
Plymoatn 
Sheboygan 

Taylor  C  unty 
Medford 
Rib  Lake 

Trempealeau  County 
Arcadia 
Eleva 
WhitehaU 

Vernon  (bounty 
Hillaboro 
Viroqaa 
Westby 

Vilnn  County 
Nune 

Wn  I  north  County 
Delavan 
Elkhom 
Genoa  Junction 

\Vuupn<^t  County 
Cliutonvillo 
New  London 
Waupaca 


Wduahara  County 
None 

Winnebago  Cottniy 
Menaahm 
Neenah 
Omro 
0»hko8h 

Wood  County 
Grand  Rapids 
MarthfiiSd 
LakeOeneTB 
mitewater 

WoMhbum  Countif 
Shell  Lake 

Wa*hington  County 
Hartford 
WettBend 

Wauke$ha  County 
Delafield 
HartUnd 
Menomonee  Falls 
OooDomowoc 
Pewankee 
Waukesha 


LIBRARIES  IN  STATE  INSTITUTIONS 


L*brari/ 


State  Law,  MadiRon 

Stat«*  Historical  Library,  Madison 

State  University.  Madison 

Normal  School,  Milwaukee 

NormHi  School.  Oshkonh 

Normal  School,  Platte ville 

Normal  School,  River  FalU 

Normal  School,  Stevens  Point 

Normal  School,  Superior 

Normal  School,  Whitewater 

Industrial  School  for  Boys,  Waukesha 

Industrial  School  for  Girls,  Milwaukee 

Northern  Hospital  for  Insane,  Oshkosh 

State  Hospital  for  Insane.  Mendota 

State  Public  School,  Sparta 

State  Prison.  Waupun 

State  Reformatory.  Green  Hay 

Veterans'  Home,  Waupaca 


Librarian 

(jilson  Q.  Glasier 
Isaac  S.  Bradley 
Walter  Smith 
Delia  G.  Oviti 
Ella  Goodwin  Parmele 
Bee  A.  Gardner 
Cornelia  E.  Nets 
Elizabeth  F.  Simpeon 
H  arriet  L .  Baton 
Grace  E.  Salisbory 
.J.  S.  Roeseler 
MisH  A.  Kneeland 
Katharine  OUtoti 
Maud  E.  Areher 
Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Park 
G.  W.  Pepper 

John  Howard 


:Vd.  volt, 
42,000 


18,164 

12,ai7 
9,000 
5,371 

1S,2» 
7,1S0 

11,591 

i.as 


i,aoo 

480 

S,8U 


1,500 
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COLLKQE  AND  ACADKyi  LIBSABISS 


I^wrvnc*  VBitonily.  Aptilpton 
NortLlanil  ColleHa.  AeLiIaDrl 
Warlaod  AcBdemT.  Beaier  Dmi 
Peloit  CoUese.  Boloit 
Bt.  JohD-a  miitnrt  Aesdem;.  t) 
HllUlde  Home.  HUleide 
HiltoDCoUetn,  Milt 


8l.  tdwimiee  Cotlng*,  Ml.  Calia 


CtlfaoticNonoal  tlohaol.  gt   Friiace>- 

-St  Clara  FnmBleAiMdpmy.SiDDinawa 
North««>i«ni  Unitonit.,  W.iertowu 
aaered  Hsart  Colleg* .  Watertowa 

CarroU  Cotlen.  nsukr>^ia 


JameaA.  Blaudsll 
UadamsKKWHBDnir 
Ellen  C.  Lloyd- Jones 
Edwin  Sbl« 


O.J.  MarsiDD 
K«v   J.  H.  Kasel 
St.  Utrr  CainlllUM 


Amanda  Flattarr 


RECEIPTS  OP  PUBLIC  LIB&ARIEe 


other  recelptB  In- 

cluding u  ne  x  peDded 

Total  receipts 

Place 

Annual  tax  lei-y 

balance 

far  last  renr 

Antliro 

fl.GH)0O 

m.twit 

».m  Id 

t.tnw 

t.mirr 

«,snior 

Arcadia 

mow 

1S59 

6WG! 

AabUnd 

(nooe) 

3.000  00 

3,000  00 

Baiaboo 

1.800  00 

teem 

a.Tuss 

BarOeld 

>,203»9 

BeiTer  Dam 

lilMK 

I^MOIS 

g,7S«71 

BelleTllle 

10  oa 

seaoT 

Belolt 

90»t« 

BerllD 

1.000  no 

i.oas33 

a.OBS  33 

Black  Blver  Falla 

lotio 

Brodhead 

(nonel 

Chippewa    Falla 

8.000  00 

t.ltT  10 

CllntODTilie 

200  00 

Colby 

«30 

300 

■CoInmbuB 

eersi 

Camberland 

1,000  00 

lilMSl 

Darllnrton 

1,000  00 

7S0O 

tH,  Pere 

606  95 

i;««8Ts 

-Dnrand 

a»M 

Baat  Milwaukee 

Sitt 

XaD  Claire 

a,ooooo 

XdgertDD 

TOOOO 

317  88 

l.OOTOS 

Bl«Ta 

woo 

aoo 

nkbarl 

50  00 

1M03 

nkboFD 

150  00 

XraniTllle 

wo  00 

MTSl 

487  Bl 

Falrcblld 

50  00 

FootTllle 

88  90 

SS90 

ri.    AtklDBOD 

meo 

Oeaoa    jQDCtlon 

imat 

EMM 
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Green  Bar 
FoDd  do  Lac 
Hartford 
Hart  land 
Hay  ward 
HIJlaboro 
Bar  Leon 
Bortonvllle 

IronloD 

JanetvlUe 
JobDioD  Creek 
KaiilcauiiB 

Kllbourn 
La  CroBse 
Lake  Geneva 
Lake  Mills 
LaDcailer 

MadlBOb 

Manitowoc 

Marinette 

Marahfleld 

Marvllle 

MedfOrd 


i.ooom 

M»n 

s.mw 

t.VKBt 

100  00 

ma 

'k»« 

mto 

l.OOOOO 

m» 

l.WTW 

HO  00 

9»00 

MDW' 

m  it 

S7tS 

l.SOOM 

I.IWIO 

t,uim 

■ooo 

Km 

Ut  M 

i.m». 

am 

am 

i.ioooo 

TMM 

7.7»a 

wIsMTi 

s§Bn 

»» 

3,000  CO 

■.MIO 

G.MSU 

l.JMBO 

i,i«M 

1.94  4« 

Menomonle 

Mprrlll 
Mlln-nukee 

Mlnernl  Point 


5.88313 

M.»mff- 

Pre  scot  t 

Itandolph 

ReedBburg 
Rhlnelander 
Rib    Lake 
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Other  receipts  in- 

cluding unexpended 

Total  recelpfi 

Place 

Annual  tax  levy 

balance 

for  last  year 

RipoD 

1.200  00 

32  43 

l,23Stt 

Sheboygan 

4.6^4  82 

1,955  83 

6.480  « 

Shiocton 

50  00 

200 

52  OH 

South   Milwaukee 

100  00 

55  52 

1SS5« 

Sparta 

1,714  43 

1.349  18 

3,063  61 

Spring  Green 

1  00 

Stanley 

1,000  00 

434  31 

1,424  n 

Stevens  Point 

2,000  00 

105  14 

2,106  14 

Stoughton 

1,016  67 

926  98 

1.943  6S 

Sun  Prairie 

100  00 

109  70 

209TO 

Superior 

6.000  00 

o,9oo  39 

9,968  89 

Thorp 

200  00 

58  71 

26871 

Token  Creek 

17  80 

nm 

Tomah 

700  00 

481  63 

1,18169 

Two  Rivers 

1,000  00 

358  04 

1,856  04 

ViroQua 

1,000  OO 

607  19 

1,697  19 

Washburn 

1,800  00 

1.188  00 

2,988  09 

Waterloo 

118  84 

118  81 

Water  town 

1.844  9S 

1.023  91 

2,808  89 

W  aukesha 

1.600  00 

813  38 

2,818  89 

Waupaca 

600  00 

375  25 

975  99 

Waupun 

1,000  00 

1.000  09 

Wausau 

2,500  00 

2,829  24 

5.SS9  94 

Wausaukee 

19  24 

19  94 

Wauwatosa 

1,100  00 

501  84 

1,60184 

West  Bend 

320  00 

192  87 

512  87 

Westby 

100  00 

65  29 

165  29 

Whitehall 

250  00 

5S0  29 

889  89 

W^hite  water 

1,200  00 

468  93 

1,669  99 

EXPENDITURES  FOR  BOOKS,  1905-06. 


Place 


For  books       For  periodicals 


Total  boi>k 
For  binding   expendltnrM 


Antigo 

$204  02 

$74  33 

$44  80 

$328  19 

Appleton 

836  24 

129  43 

15«  78 

1,117  40    • 

Algoma    (No  statistics) 

Arcadia 

30  66 

15  07 

26  80 

72  58 

Ashland 

241  20 

83  35 

72  15 

396  79 

Baraboo 

416  94 

41  30 

140  20 

598  44 

Bayfield 

53  60 

53  69 

Beaver  Dam 

•386  28 

82  80 

469  09 

Belleville 

216  35 

3  50 

33  55 

268  49 

Beloit 

106  91 

18  70 

126  61 

Berlin 

228  90 

21  96 

39  00 

289  89 

Black  River  Falls 

192  77 

20  50 

40  90 

254  17 

Brodhead 

81  74 

9  50 

14  65 

106  69 

Cedar  Grove 

25  00 

2609 

Chippewa  Falls 

318  35 

91  26 

169  35 

568  09 

Clintonville 

26  49 

26  49 

Colby    (No  expenditures 

for  this 

purpose) 

Colfax 

25  OO 

25  09 

Columbus 

164  85 

34  55 

37  00 

286  49 

Cumberland 

325  84 

24  35 

04  25 

414  44 

Darlington 

381  13 

62  90 

&5  64 

529  97 

Delafield    (No  statistics) 

De  Pere 

•328  34 

99  18 

427  59 

Durand 

125  02 

24  45 

72  85 

229  89 

East  Milwaukee 

9  75 

975 

Eau  Claire 

690  39 

261  47 

816  20 

1,268  09 

Bdgerton 

67  56 

40  45 

17  45 

125  49 

Bleya 
Sakhart 

28  25 

2889 

16  50 

16  S9 

Including  periodicals. 
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of  Libraries 

- 

Total  book 

Place 

For  books 

For  periodicals 

For  binding 

expenditures 

nkhorn 

129  80 

43  90 

79  16 

MS  66 

fhransvllle 

170  33 

37  40 

77  25 

284  96 

Falrchild 

28  35 

2235 

Fond   du    I^c 

4.55  01 

134  ao 

96  T7 

686  06 

FootTille 

18  94 

5  22 

480 

28  26 

Fort  Atkinson 

155  56 

51  25 

206  81 

Genoa  Junction 

136  24 

136  M 

Glenbeulah 

35  00 

800 

10  00 

58  00 

Grand  Rapids    (No  statistics) 

Green  Bay 

1,466  70 

158  31 

481  86 

2,106  87 

Hartford 

105  34 

57  81 

168  15 

Hart  land 

Ebiyward 

316  74 

34  45 

35119 

Hillsboro 

45  00 

40  00 

85  00 

Horicon 

Hortonville 

53  33 

58  8S 

Hudson 

*359  04 

84  00 

448  01 

Ironton 

2>  00 

26  00 

JanesviUe 

878  50 

275  iS 

1,158  95 

Johnson  Creek 

8  23 

4  50 

12  72 

Kauknuna 

21  41 

33  75 

56  16 

Kenosha 

1,503  9G 

170  70 

88-2  19 

2,046  85 

Kllbourn 

191  51 

13  70 

205  21 

Tja  Crosse 

595  97 

115  60 

247  26 

9SB» 

Lake  Geneva 

211  11 

84  06 

65  95 

361U 

Tiflke  Mills    (No  statistics) 

Lancaster 

166  01 

49  45 

25  90 

24196 

La  Valle 

173  00 

173  00 

Madison 

*  1,193  12 

6.50  40 

1,852  58 

Manitowoc 

730  40 

113  10 

148  57 

992  07 

Marinette 

1,124  SO 

163  58 

161  20 

1,449  56 

Marsh  field 

45?  99 

50  05 

84  25 

5fl7  28 

Mayvllle 

93  06 

3  50 

97  16 

Medford 

178  92 

25  75 

19  30 

223  97 

Menashn 

244  50 

43  1*5 

2S8  45 

Menomonio    (No  statistics) 

Merrill    (No  statistics) 

Ifilwaukee 

7,S02  07 

1,36«>  29 

1,071  37 

10.239  n 

Mineral   Point 

119  00 

47  70 

166  70 

Mondovi 

163  26 

41  43 

17  00 

22169 

Monroi' 

372  04 

91  70 

98  60 

562  34 

Moslnt'o    (No  statistics) 

Mount  Horeb    (No  statistics^ 

Neenah 

640  86 

105  00 

S2  41 

837  27 

Neillsvillo 

89  5S 

17  90 

67  95 

175  43 

New  London 

40  95 

18  75 

28  00 

87  TO 

New  Richmond 

149  34 

24  75 

34  00 

206  09 

North  Fond  du  Lac 

71  41 

n  41 

North   Freedom 

85  86 

14  90 

100  76 

North   Greenfield 

90  00 

90  00 

North    Milwaukee 

62  93 

5  57 

68  50 

Oakfield 

31  5t\ 

9  87 

41  43 

Oconomowoc 

.50  00 

50  00 

Oconto 

267  79 

76  54 

46  73 

30106 

Omro 

74  74 

74  74 

Oostburjf 

(none) 

Orfordville 

24  76 

14  45 

39  91 

Oshkosh 

2,080  03 

156  75 

348  15 

9,564  98 

PeshtUo 

32  00 

32  00 

Pewaukee 

66  83 

66  83 

Plattevllle 

103  78 

89  46 

143  23 

Plymouth 

457  12 

32  49 

25  90 

515  51 

Porta  sre 

38o  56 

65  60 

46  45 

497  61 

Prairie  du  Sac 

3f>  05 

15  20 

50  25 

Prescott 

•10  50 

10  50 

Racine 

1,075  41 

149  29 

543  51 

1,789  21 

Randolph    (No  statistics) 

Reed&burg 

110  69 

41  45 

44  30 

196  44 

•  Tncludingr  periodicals. 
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ice 

inder 

ike 

ake 

id  Center 


For  books 

334  35 
89  27 

198  50 


ao    (No  statistics) 

gan  656  m 

»n  45  00 

Milwaukee  Aff  7I» 

Green    (Xo  statistic^*) 

149  79 


i    Point 
ton 
pairie 
»r 

Creek 

ivers 
a 

urn 
oo 
own 
sha 
ca 
n 
II 

ukee 

omi 

Bend 

iall 
rater 


146  22 

iU  48 

42  19 

1,003  86 

50  00 

7  65 

300  89 

162  o; 

175  14 
624  61 

35  13 
318  69 
162  79 
200  00 

5«2i50 
262  43 

27  61 

8170 
Idri  58 
115  00 
148  77 
38:J  70 


For  periodicals 
30  05 

58  25 
48  80 
35  65 

81  90 


&  58 

57  45 
64  29 
71  25 

212  00 


26  89 
48  69 
28  40 
70  40 

89  85 
24  65 
45  00 
96  00 
26  75 
16  80 
74  00 
20  OO 


59  50 


Total  book 
For  binding   expenditarea 


96  75 

41  00 
19  96 


376  21 


16  65 

116  70 

39  83 

84  10 

78  45 

11  30 

944  45 

loeoo 

69  18 

27  05 

9S05 

78  30 

31  16 

50  00 

600 

209  60 

21  39 

25  20 

12  70 

57  35 


4«1  15 

8^97 

362  10 

267  as 

85  65 

1.114  80 

45  00 

88  44 

684  16 

247  07 
294  97 
566  18 

53  40 
1,560  31 

50  00 
76S 
420  78 
279  02 
2S0  60 
781  0^ 

35  13 
489  84 

S806 
600 
154  50' 
498  78 
66'ilO 
1^70 
201  78 
127  70 
148  TT 
500  65 


CIRCl'LATION   OF   BOOKS,   1906^. 


I 

r»n 

II 
d 

d 

Dam 
lie 


River    Falls 
'ad 

Grove 
wa   Falls 
iville 


>I1S 

rland 

rton 

Id 

•e 

I 


Vols,  added 

Total  vols. 

19a;. 

in  lil>. 

Borrowers. 

Circulation 

590 

421 

3?1 

3,15<5 

3,734 

28,471 

a2r 

9,76-i 

3,718 

47,506 

51» 

1.487 

752 

4,525 

311 

5..S00 

3,006 

20,619 

685 

S,411 

2,548 

33.061 

60 

3,446 

681 

9,901 

AU 

12.367 

1,797 

24,473 

307 

2.860 

224 

3,3U 

957 

9,914 

3,112 

S4,6St 

457 

3.425 

1,010 

13.297 

170 

1,826 

759 

7,788 

90 

1.809 

500 

100 

370 

100 

644 

9.076 

3,656 

32,086 

550 

549 

219 

811 

778 

1,681 

20 

388 

340 

209 

3,153 

1,241 

16.892 

454 

2,064 

538 

8,8» 

497 

3,228 

809 

ll,18i 

80 

660 

150 

946 

3.704 

947 

16,312 

204 

1.695 

497 

8,980 

58  Wisconsin  Fbeb  Library  C!ommission 


Statistics 

of  Libraries 

Place. 

Vols,  added 

Total  vols. 

lfl06. 

In  lib.          Borrowers. 

ClrcQlatioo. 

East  Milwaukee 

3i 

240 

78 

486 

Rflu  Claire 

i.oes 

16.318 

5,3(M 

45.191 

Edgerton 

68 

2.065 

1,149 

6,5a 

Bleva 

.50 

347 

807 

1,W 

Elkhart  Lake 

132 

300 

73 

Elk  horn 

920 

3,6»4 

7» 

5,59 

Ehrauaville 

415 

4.006 

1.084 

13,S« 

Falrchlld 

15 

99^ 

287 

9,m 

Fond  du  Lac 

1,87» 

23,287 

2.S38 

48,St) 

Footvllle 

36 

500 

143 

1,8a 

Fort  Atkinflon 

271 

3.189 

921 

10.507 

Genoa   Junction 

21.^ 

845 

290 

Glenbeulah 

47 

MO 

28 

Glen  wood 

410 

loe 

45 

Grand   Rapids 

206 

5.747 

1,924 

18.017 

Green  Bay 

1.630 

12.618 

4.169 

54.478 

Hartford 

162 

911 

514' 

g.Otf 

Hartland 

21 

900 

560 

2.<MB 

Hay  ward 

446 

3.464 

1.075 

9,m 

Hillsboro 

906 

499 

2,800 

Horicon 

180 

1.888 

937 

s,m 

Hortonville 

84 

315 

30O 

1,911 

Hudson 

37« 

3.003 

1,241 

17.681 

Ironton 

40 

80 

158 

Janesville 

989 

17,850 

5.113 

48,8«> 

Johnson  Creek 

Knukauna 

243 

3,270 

1.734 

14.988 

Kenosha 

1,254 

15,915 

4,700 

68,158 

Kil  bourn 

425 

2,371 

761 

13,891 

L«  CroKse 

747 

14.465 

9,075 

69,001 

Lake   Geneva 

610 

4.112 

1.410 

11.817 

I^ke    Sfills 

24S 

2.3Q0 

8B5 

6.887 

Lancaster 

221 

2,171 

1.148 

10,419 

I^   Valle 

80 

366 

200 

2.400 

Madison 

2,080 

17,922 

11.896 

76.808 

Manitowoc 

1,128 

8,148 

3.80S 

89.888 

Marinette 

1,03.3 

11,307 

4,777 

46.919 

Marshfleld 

640 

4. .562 

2.260 

21.S12 

Mnyvllie 

148 

687 

556 

6,585 

Medford 

189 

1,866 

1.195 

14.478 

Mennshu 

570 

6,378 

22.230 

Menoinonio 

Merrill 

2..3&5 

10,749 

949 

21.288 

Milwaukee 

9,001 

165,763 

291,400 

680,088 

Mineral   Point 

207 

4,376 

97» 

7.808 

Mondovl 

2«) 

1.507 

984 

7,908 

Monroe 

418 

6,284 

1.500 

23.440 

Mow  I  nee 

Ui 

1,625 

335 

4.411 

Mount  Iloreb 

Neenah 

(J72 

9,501 

1,9« 

i.sdo 

31,018 

NelllKvllle 

102 

2,723 

12.089 

New    London 

120 

1,428 

2TO 

5.094 

New  Richmond 

2=56 

1,286 

353 

No.   Fond  du   Lac 

245 

461 

368 

5.545 

North  Freedom 

96 

,500 

84 

2.613 

North    Greenfield 

90 

390 

290 

North    Milwaukee 

75 

970 

510 

5.881 

Onkfield 

36 

1.015 

287 

3.191 

Oconomowoo 

494 

4.800 

1,606 

16,673 

Oeouto 

791 

5,173 

2.360 

36.488 

Oconto   Falls 

115 

.564 

419 

3.440 

Omro 

«^'i 

57T> 

T?8 

Oiostbunp 

114 

108 

Orfordvlile 

29 

451 

127 

877 

Oshkosh 

1,705 

20.271 

5.308 

95,879 

Peshtljro 

.32 

.396 

TOO 

3.456 

Pewaukr»e 

514 

1.648 

.501 

4.730 

Plattevllh' 

!^V> 

1.514 

1.861 

15.943 
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Siaiisiics 

of  Libraries 

Place. 

Vols,  added 

Total  vols. 

1905. 

in  lib.          ] 

Borrowers. 

Circulation . 

Plymouth 

291 

2.206 

1,212 

10.890 

Portage 

550 

7.1(H 

2,789 

85.569 

Port  Washington 

506 

481 

Prairie  du  Sac 

71 

500 

318 

2,667 

Prescott 

170 

820 

200 

Baclne 

I.eJS? 

12.6»5 

6.578 

70.281 

Bandolph 

m 

293 

Reedsburg 

lao 

2.029 

1.566 

U.80O 

Rhinelauder 

1.296 

4.072 

2.004 

19.997 

Rib  Lake 

50 

397 

805 

1.106 

Rice  I^ke 

449 

3.378 

899 

18.644 

Richland  Center 

941 

2.880 

1.806 

18.800 

RIpon 

098 

4,884 

l.Ott 

8.996 

Sheboygan 

l.ldS 

10.459 

4,100 

49.866 

Shiocton 

00 

510 

406 

1.106 

Sonth   Milwaukee 

75 

345 

350 

2.787 

Sparta 

457 

5,775 

1.800 

28,228 

Spring  Green 

Z4 

631 

280 

3.201 

Stanley 

278 

2,971 

1,150 

11.888 

Stevens  Point 

234 

5.799 

4.986 

08.888 

Stoughton 

430 

2.811 

1,977 

17.488 

Sun  Prairie 

165 

562 

247 

2.90S 

Superior 

1,7W 

15,966 

4,749 

02.807 

Thorp 

09 

992 

420 

4.47tt 

Token  Creek 

7 

225 

35 

198 

Tomah 

326 

9,241 

1,268 

10.110 

Two   Rivera 

214 

3,604 

514 

14.808 

Vlroqua 

260 

2,694 

1.207 

10.148 

Washburn 

1,034 

8,791 

1.430 

88,200 

Waterloo 

39 

790 

102 

Watertown 

389 

4,097 

2,430 

81.468 

Waukesha 

410 

5,4ft4 

8.100 

28,148 

Waupaca 

dOl 

2,648 

2.764 

14.616 

Waupun 

43» 

5,875 

996 

16.601 

Wausau 

000 

4,968 

4,830 

21.181 

Wausaukee 

87 

1,704 

478 

5.968 

Wauwatosa 

38 

4,718 

407 

2.270 

West  Bend 

293 

2,238 

1,000 

8.156 

Weatby 

92 

492 

456 

1.900 

Whitehall 

98 

1,648 

567 

5,883 

Whitewater 

476 

5.186 

3.049 

28,735 

«0 
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TRAVELING     LIBRARY     STATISTICS    ACCESSIONS    DURING     BIENXUL 

PERIOD  JULY  1.  190i-^ULY  1.  1906. 


LIbrarlefi 

Gronps 

Books 

EngllHh 
EngllMh 
English 
EteglUh 
EhigllHh 
English 

150  libraries 
$25  libraries 
Fiction  libraries 
Children's  libraries 
Rental   libraries 
Study  libraries 

98 

80 

9 

5 

6 

40 

a685 

m 
an 

1S43 

Total 

186 

8561 

German 
Norwegian 
Polish 
Bohemian 

28  (vm) 

H  (  819) 

lu  cufio) 

90  (SB) 

17 

10 

ma 
ii« 

171 
119 

Total 


240 


171 


UMS 


TOTAL  NUMBBE  OF  TRAVBLIWO  LIBBABIB8. 


"English 


$50  libraries 

$25  libraries 

Miscellaneous 

Fiction 

Children's 

Rental 

Study 

Total 


German 
Norwegian 
Polish 
Bohemian 


trarles 

Groups 

17» 

30 

0 

12 

6 

d 

50 

280 

79  (8830) 

114  (1150) 

94  (  840) 

ao  (S») 

17 

10 

T<»tal 


S92 


in 


Books 
lOM 

m 

96B 

t» 

901 

1875 

14260 

9BD 
IVK 

in 

116 


COMMISSION  TEAVBLING   LIBEAEIB8  JULY  1.   1906. 

Libraries 


No.  of  statifHiH  July  1.  HMW 
No.  of  now   statioiiM   add^d    during 
biennial   period 


No.  of  stations   disc-ontinut'd 
No.  of  stations   in    TubHr   libraries 
No.  of     stati(»nK     in     viIIa)?eM     and 
country  without  Public  librar- 
ies 
No.  of  station.«(  In  Stat(>  Institutions 


No.  of  stations  receiving  two  librar- 
ies 

No.  of  stations  receiving  three  li- 
braries 

No.  of  stations  receiving  four  li- 
braries 

No.  of  stations  temporarily  discon- 
tinued for  the  summer 


100 


1 
2(51 


Groups 
190 

89 
.     27» 

18 


80 

7 
S 


Stations  receiving  more  than  one  library  have  subscribed  for  foreign  IlbrtrlH 
or  hove  study  libraries. 
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CIRCX'LATION   JI'LY    1,   1904-JULY    1.    1906. 


English  (general) 

Fiction 

Children's 

Total  English 
German 
Norwegian 
Polish 
Bohemian 

Total  circulation 


80,660 

»,W7 

90,40B 

28.007 

3,876 

181 

46 

12».007 


ATKRAGB    CIRCLLATIOX    PER    BOOK    ON    ONE    TRIP    COVERING    PERIOD    OF    ABOUT     SIX 

MONTHS. 


English  General  libraries 

English  Fiction  libraries 

E)nglish  Children's  libraries 

English  AH  libraries 

German 
Norwegian 
Polish 
Bohemian 


7.86 

18.66 

0.88 

8.08 

11.08 

4.26 

^.26 

2.8 


COUNTY   TRAVELING  LIBRARIES. 


•  Appropria- 

Libs 

. added 

Total  no. 

Total  no. 

No.  of 

County 

tion 

sincf 

'July 

*04 

libraries 

books 

station* 

Columbia 

$500  00 

10 

10 

450 

10 

Dunn 

87 

1,479 

80 

Jefferson 

500  00 

14 

14 

0OO 

14 

La  Crosse 

TWOO 

15 

19 

823 

20 

Marinette 

SOOOO 

1» 

23 

1,060 

21 

Oconto 

49a  14 

8 

17 

860 

15 

Portage 

400  00 

5 

18 

717 

18 

Sauk 

125  00 

8 

13 

588 

12 

Trempealeau 

700  00 

10 

10 

466 

10 

Winnebago 

300  00 

4 

32 

1,789 

22- 

Wor»rl 

33 

1,748 

21 

$4,218  14 


TO" 


226 


10,459 


ISft 


SUMMARY 

Total  numl>er  of  libraries  In  <  Iroulatlon  in  the  state 
Total  number  of  groups  <)f  foreign  books  in  the  state 
Total  number  of  books 
Total  number  of  stations 


618 

171 

30.147 

454 


1  Book  wagon. 

*  And  book  wagon. 
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TSAVELINO  LIBBABY  STATIONS. 


Ptaee 

Abbotsford 

Afton 

Allen  ton 

Alma 

Almond 

Amherst 

Antico 

Appleton 

Appolonia 

Arcadia 

Arkanaaw 

Ashland 

Athens 

Atlanta 

An^sta 

Bagley 

Baileys  Harbor 

Baraboo 

Bamm 

Barton 

Bay  City 

Bayfield 

Beloit 

Berlin 

BIk.  River  Palls 

Black  well 

Bloomer 

BloominfiTton 

Brandon 

Bruce 

Bryant  District 

Cambridf^ 

Campbell 

Carter 

CaHbton 

Catawba 

Cedarburg 

Cedar  Grove 

Ceoturia 

Cbetek 

ChicoK 

Chippewa  Falls 

Clark's  Mills 

Clin  too  ville 

Colby 

Colfax 

Coloma 

Columbia 

Columbus 

Corliss 

Craodon 

Cumberland 

Curt'ss 

Dallas 

Delafleld 

Dolavau 

De  Pere 

Detroit  Harbor 

Dresser  Junction 

Duraud 

Ea^lo 

EaKle 

E.  Milwaukee 

Kast  Troy 

Eaton 

Eau  Claire 

£(Uar 

Edge  rt  on 

Egg  Harbor 


County  Kind 

Clark  E  S 

Roek  E 

Washington  E  O 

BaiTalo  E  O 

Portace  E 

Fortage  E 

Lanclade  O 

Ontagamia  G 

Rusk  E 

Trempealeau  £ 

Penin  E 

Ashland  G 

Marathon  £ 

Bosk  E 

Ban  Claire  S 

Grant  S 

Door  E 

Sauk  G 

Barron  E 

Washington  E 

Pierce  E 

Rayfleld  E  N 

Rock  G 

Green  Lake  G 

Jackson  S  R 

Forest  £ 

Chippewa  E 

Grant  S  C 

Fond  dn  Lac  S 

Rusk  E 

Dane  E 

Dane  E 

La  Crosse  S 

Forest  E 

Monroe  K 

Price  E 

Ozaukee  E 

SheboKgan  E 

Polk  E 

Barron  E 

Washburn  E 

Chippewa  G 

Manitowoc  E 

Waupaca  E 

Marathon  E  G 

Dunn  E 

Waushara  E 

Clark  E 

Columbia  G 

Racine  E 

Forest  E 

Barron  E 

Clark  E 

Barron  E 

Waukesha  E 

Walworth  R 

Brown  O 

Door  E 

Polk  E 

Pepin  E  G 

Waukesha  E 
Waukesha  No  11  S 

Milwaukee  E 

Wal .» orth  E 

Manitowoc  E 

Eau  Claire  G  N 

Marathon  E 

Rock  S 

Door  E 


Piaee 

Eleva 

Elk  Grove 

Elkhart  Lake 

EDdeftTor 

Ephraim 

Estella 

Fainshild 

Fall  River 

FayettevUle 

Fence 

Fiileld 

Footana 

Footville 

Fort  Atkinson 

Frederic 

Fredonia 

Fremont 

Genoa  Junction 

Germania 

Gillett 

Glenbenlah 

Glendale 

Glen  Flora 

Glenwood 

Grand  Rapids 

Gratiot 

Greenbnsh  No  1 

Greenbnsh  No  2 

Gresham 

Hackley 

Hammel 

Hammond 

Hartford 

Hartland 

Hawthorne 

Hay  ward 

Highlsnd 

HilUboro 

Hizon 

Uomestesd 

Hortonville 

Hudson 

Indian  Ford 

Ingram 

I  ronton 

Jackson 

Jant'sville 

Jeffers€Mi 

Johnson  Creek 

Justin 

Kaukanna 

Krnnan 

Kenosha 

Kiel 

Ktl  bourn 

Kingston 

La  Crosse 

Ladysmitb 

La  Grange 

Lake  Mills 

La  Valie 

Leeds  Center 

Lima  Center 

Lime  Ridge 

Loyal 

Luck 

Luxemburg 

Madison 

Manitowoc 


County  Kind 

Trempealean  E 

Grant  S 

HlMDoirsaii  S 

Marquette  E 

Door  B 

Chippewa  K 

BauClftire  KH 

Colnmbia  K 

Wftlworth  X 

Florenee  S 

Priee  X 

Walworth  K 

Rock  E 

Jeilersoii  0 

Polk  E 

Osaokee  X 

Waopaea  X 

Walworth  X 

Marquette  X 

Oeonto  K 

Sheboygan  K 

Monroe  E 

Bask  •  E 

St.  Croix  X 

Wood  X 

Lafayette  E 

Sheboygan  X 

Sheboygan  E 

Shawano  X 

Vilas  K 

Taylor  X 

St.  Croix  K 

Washington  G 

Waukesha  K 

DoQglas  E 

8aw>er  8N 

Iowa  X 

Vernon  X 

Clark  K 

Florence  X 

Oatagamie  X 

St.  ^roix  N 

Rock  X 

Rnsk  K 

Sank  X 

Washington  X 

Rock  E 

Jefferson  S  G 

Jefferson  X  0 

Taylor  X 

Ontagamie  G 

Price  X 

Kenosha  G 

MAnitowoe  K, 

Colnmbia  K  G 

Green  Lake  £ 

La  Crosae  G  N 

Rnsk  K 

Walworth  E 

Jefferson  E 

Sauk  eg: 

Colnmbia  E 

Rock  E 

Sauk  E 

Clark  E 

Polk  S 

Kewaunee  E 

Dane  G 

Manitowoc  G 
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TEA\'BLINO  LIREAET  STATIOMt— CODtlooed. 


Countft 


Kind 


Hace 


Court  Iff 


Kind 


lette 

Marinatte 

G  N 

RpadAtown 

Vernon 

E 

aette 

Green  Lake 

E 

Rhionlander 

Oneida 

S  G  \ 

ifleld 

Wood 

<*  N 

Rib  Lake 

Taylor 

ES 

ai 

Pierce 

E 

Rice  Lake 

Rarron 

G 

ton 

Janaau 

S 

Ilrpou 

Fund  da  Lac 

G 

ille 

Dodge 

EG 

River  Falls 

Pierce 

S 

lanie 

Dane 

K 

Rochester 

Rauina 

E 

>rd 

Taylor 

EG  S 

Rome 

Jefferson 

E 

D 

Ashliiiid 

E 

Royal  ten 

Waopaea 

E 

«e 

Jackson 

R 

Ruial 

Waupaca 

E 

(iha 

Winnebago 

G 

Snukville 

Ozaukee 

E 

naoDee  F. 

Wankesha 

100  bk. 

Sawyer 

•  »oor 

E 

»r 

Iron 

E 

SAztonville 

Richland 

K 

11 

l^incoln 

G 

Seymour 

Oatagami  ^ 

EG  I 

llaD 

Jackson 

£ 

Sheboygan 

Slieboygan 

G 

mac 

Sank 

E 

Sheldon 

Monroe 

E 

la 

Rarron 

K 

Shell  Lake 

WaMhburn 

K 

Q  JnDctioo 

1  Rock 

E 

Sliioctofi 

Outagamie 

£ 

•al  Point 

Iowa 

G 

Silver  Creek 

Sheboygan 

K 

)i?- 

Washbnm 

E 

Silvt'r  Like 

Rarron 

E 

oott 

Manitowoc 

E 

Silver  Like 

Kenosha 

E 

oa 

Buffalo 

E 

Sister  Bay 

Door 

£ 

OTi 

Buffalo 

G 

South  Byron 

Fond  da  Lac 

E 

silo 

Marquette 

K 

rt.  Kaukanna 

Outagamie 

S 

sooTille 

Dane 

£ 

S.  Milwaukee 

MUwaukce 

£ 

lee 

Marathon 

G 

Sparta 

Monroe 

8 

t  Hope 

('rant 

E 

Spencer 

Marathon 

K 

r 

Rusk 

£ 

Spring  Green 

Sauk 

E  R 

ih 

Winnebago 

G  N 

Stanley 

Chippewa 

N 

ville 

Clark 

G 

SteveuR  P(  int 

Portage 

G 

'^hes^er 

Adams 

K 

Stock  bridge 

Calumet 

£ 

''ranken 

Rrown 

E 

>*touarliton 

Dane 

£ 

liondon 

Wannaca 

G 

Stuhb^ 

Rusk 

£ 

iliebmond 

St.  Croix 

E 

Sturgeon  Bay 

Door 

S 

ille 

Rock 

F. 

Snilivan 

Jeffer<:oii 

E 

I  Bend 

Jackson 
1  Winnebago 

E 

Sumner 

Jefferson 

E 

.  Hospitai 

E 

Sun  Prairie 

Dane 

EG  R 

fl«ld 

Jackson 

E 

Superior 

Dougla? 

N 

Fre«»doni 

Sank 

E 

Superior  Jet. 

Washburn 

E 

eenfleld 

Milwaukee 

£ 

Svoico 

Wan  Pica 

E 

nd  da  Lue  Fond  du  Lac 

E 

Theresa 

Dodge 

£ 

Iwankee 

Milwaukee 

E  G 

Thiensville 

Ozaukee 

£ 

port 

Waupaca 

£ 

Thorp 

Clark 

£  G 

ilk 

Monroe 

K 

Tom«»li 

M( nroe 

a 

imowoc 

Waukesha 

G 

'Iremijealeau 

Trempealeau 

R 

a 

Price 

K 

Twin  Grove 

Green 

R 

('olurabia 

E 

Union  Center 

Juneau 

E 

Winn  baffo 

E  S 

Valley  Jet. 

Monroe 

E 

urg 

Sheboygan 

E 

Wabeno 

Forest 

E 

d 

Marquette 

E 

Washburn 

Kayfleld 

N 

IvUle 

Rock 

E 

Waterloo 

Jefferson 

E 

c 

Columbia 

E 

Watertown 

Jefferson 

S 

Falls 

Price 

E 

Waukesha 

Waukesha 

S 

I  Grove 

Grant 

K 

Waupaca 

Waupaca 

s 

?8 

Fond  du  Lac 

E 

Wansau 

Marathon 

G 

Pepin 

E 

West  Bend 

Washington 

G 

XKO 

Marinette 

K 

Wertby 

Veroon 

E 

akee 

Wankesha 

E 

Wes»  field 

Marquette 

E 

»ville 

Grant 

G 

W.  Kewaunea 

Kewaunee 

E 

)uth 

Sheboygan 

G 

West  Salem 

La  Oosse 

8 

90 

Columbia 

<i 

Weyauwega 

Waupaca 

E 

rashlngtOD 

Ozaukee 

E 

Whitehall 

Trempealeau 

E  G 

>tte 

Columbia 

E 

S  N 

e  da  Sac 

Sauk 

E  S 

Whitewater 

Walworth 

G 

ice 

Price 

E 

Wild  Rose 

Waushara 

E 

3tt 

Pierce 

E 

Wilmor 

Kenosha 

E 

e 

Ractne 

G 

Wittenberg 

Shawano 

E 

3lph 

Dodge 

E 

Wyocjua 

Columbia 

E 
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SOME  NOTABLE  GIFTd,  190MM. 


PUce 


Gifts  for 
boikiinca 


Gifts  f6r  other 


Books 


App'eton— Lswreoeo  Univ.  Carnegie 

Are«d  im— Cam^e 

Belait— D.  A.  R. 

Cbilton-S.  A.  Cook 

Chippewa  FalJs— Tbad  Pound 

Cumberland— Came^e 

Delevaa — Aram 

Beonest  litizeiui 
Daraod— Caroeffie 
EdicertoQ— Ca  meffie 
EIroy— Cameffie 
Janeerille— Stonley  Smith 
Kaakaona— Caraeffie  (additionaJ) 
La  Cmste 


150.000 
5,000 


10,000 
10,000 
5,000 
7,500 
10,000 
10,000 

2.000 


fMO 


800 


900 

190 


Lake  GeoeTa 

*».  ^ 

M adisoD-U.  W.  lib. 

Books  wlM^ 

Jobn  Kramer,  Mil. 

«     ^tfWk 

at  MO 

Mosioee— Joseph  Dessert 

1,000 
4,500 
300  for  Plekett 
Indian  relie'i 

OeoDomowoe 

Oshkosh— Mrs.  Leander  Choate 

275 

Racine— Woman's  eJnb 

aoo 

Richland  Center* -Came^e 

10.000 

Ripon  College— Cameirie 

^25,000 

Citizens 

(25.000 

Btonffbton— Cameffio 

12,000 

Watertowo—Carneirie 

20,000 

Waupaca- -Woman'8  Club 

200 

Waupun— £.  M   Beach 

1,000 

Wansau-Gas  &  Elec.  Co. 

30O 

Wanwatosa—Cameffie  for  addition 

6,000 
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Library  School. 

LIBRARY  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE 

BUMMBB  8B88ION 


From 

Time 

Year. 

N  amber 

WUcoDsin 

Weeks 

Elkhkntakt— 

1885 

5 

1 

4 

1896 

25 

9 

6 

1867 

16 

12 

6 

1886 

24 

9 

8 

1890 

96 

9 

8 

1900 

40 

27 

8 

1901 

37 

24 

8 

1902 

26 

21 

8 

1903 

30 

Ik 

8 

1904 

81 

15 

8 

1905 

20 

17 

8 

1906 

31 

18 

6 

321 

176 

SDPPLKmNTAET— 

190! 

18 

13 

4 

1904 

29 

24 

4 

1906 

20 

14 

4 

67  51 


STUDENT  LIST 

tementary  Coume — lUession  190o 

Alvord,  Grace,  Whitewater,  Wis. 

BIffgert.   Margaret,  Berlin,   Wis. 

Bossard,  Lina,  La  Cnmse,  Wis. 

Bunker,  Katbryne,  Waupun,  Wis. 

Butlin,  Iva  M..  Belolt,   Wis. 

Clausen,  Malvlna  C,  Neenah,  Wis. 

Cole.   Louretta  C,  Murshfleld,  Wis. 

Dean.   Mildred.  Eau  Claire,   Wis. 

Gasser.  Louise,  Arcadia,  Wis. 

Hathorn,  Rose,  JaneHville,   Wis. 

McVeety,  Mrs.  Ethel,  Fargo,  N.  Dak. 

Noyes,  Gertrude  J.,  I^ke  Geneva,  Wis. 

Pattison,   Florence  M.,    Merrill,   Wis. 

Radford,  Mary  R.,  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

Rogers,   Lilian  M.,   Rice  Lake,  Wis. 

Scliauers,    Jennie   S.,    Oconto,    Wis. 

Sprague,  Joanna  H.,  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah. 

Stevens,  Grace.  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

Waters,  Carrie  S.,   San  Bernardino,  Cal. 

Weed,  IJSstber,  Oshkosh,   Wis. 
*^'mentary  Course — Session  t^OH 

Baensch,  Emillda,  Manitowoc,  Wis. 

Coffin,  Winifred,  Ban  Claire,  Wis. 

Colville,    Mary,   Racine.*  Wis. 

Crawford,  Margaret  A.,  Mineral  Point,  Wis 

Dean,  Jessie,  Topeka,  Kns. 

Derthlck.  Edna  L..  Wkhorn,  Wis. 

I>oyle.  Sadie  C,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Drotnlng,  Amanda  P.,   Stoughton,  Wis. 

Dunton,  Edith  F..  Madison,  Wis. 

Goetschius.  Maude  E.,  Billings,   Mont. 

Graham,  Maude  E..  Des  Moines,  la. 

Jones,  Martha,  May  wood.  111. 
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Klinefelter,  Grace  A.,  Des  Moines,  la. 

Klumb,  Anna  M.,  West  Bend,  Wis. 

Lanlu8,  Helen,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Lindsley,  Clara  L.,   Waupun,  Wis. 

Mclntyre.  Mary  S.,  St.  Anthony  Park,  Minn. 

MaKce,  Anna  M.,  Des  Moines.  la. 

Nichol,  Edna,  Wansaukee,  Wis. 

Olsen,  Laura  M.,  Bau  Claire,  Wis. 

Pierpont,  Elenor,  Rockford,  111. 

Prescott,   Grace,  Plymouth,  Wis. 

Pritzlaff,  Louise,  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 

Robins,  Martha   G..   Cambridfir*^,   Ohio. 

Rowe,  I^eahretta  K.,  Janesville,  Wis. 

Ryan,  Mary,  Madison,  Wis. 

Smith,  Edna,  Two  Rivers,  Wis. 

Taylor,  Jessie  M.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Taylor,  Roberta  V.,  Superior,  Wis. 

Thompson,  Blanche,  Ripon,  Wis. 

Warner,    Mrs.    Ella    G..    Ellensburfir,    Wash. 

Rose  Ball,  Albion,   Mich. 

f— Martha  W.  Bell,  Belolt.   Wis. 

b— Nettie  E.  Bell,  Beloit,  Wis. 

f— Margaret  Biifgrert,  Berlin,  Wis. 

f— Lina  Bossard.  I^  Crosse,  Wis. 

b— Iva.   M.  Butlin,  Beloit,   Wis. 

Harriet    S.    Hurd,    Jacksonville,  111. 

Cornelia  A.  Hypes,  Carbondale,  111. 

b— Prances  S.  C.  James,  Madison,  Wis. 

Mary  J.  Lamb,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 

b--Lcora  B.   Mabbett.   Madison,  Wis. 

b— Bertha   Marx,   Sheboygan,   Wis. 

Sue  C.   Nichols,  Fort  Atkinson,  Wis. 

Agnes  J.   Petersen,   Manitowoc,  Wis. 

b— Mabel  M.  Reynolds,  Cheney,  Wash. 

b— Jeanette  Roberts,  Champaign.  111. 

Rebecca  Royall,  Cleburne,  Tex. 

b— Grace  E.  SallslHiry,  Whitewater.  Wis. 

b— Flora  I.  Small,  Oconomowoc,  Wis. 

b— Florence  E.  Welssert,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Note— I>etter  b  indicates  those  taking  the  Binding  course  only;  letter 
f  liKileates  those  taking  Prose  Fiction  course  only. 
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('.  R.  Van  IIisk.  I^nsith  nl  of  //*.■  rnivvrsHy  of  WiscoHsii^, 

Mndis(»ii. 
CuAKLRs  I*,  (.'aky.  S/atf  SuiH  riHtrndent,  Madisou. 
Kki'hen  (Joi.I)  TiiwAiTEs.  Strnfarfj  State  Historicdl  Sockiy* 

Miidisdn. 

A|)|M)intr(l  liy  \\\r  (JoViTIinr: 

Jamks  M.  I*i:kkli;s,  Milwaiikor. 
Mk-^.  Chaklks  S.  AIokkis,  Merlin. 

Otlici-rs : 

James  M.  Pkkki.es,  Chairman. 

l^KiiJEN   (lOLi)  Tmwaites.    V  In  -('hairnia  h. 

IIenkv  K.  Lkulek,  Snnlarif. 


Letter  of  IViinsmittal 


Madisiix,  July  1.  190S. 

T(»  I  Inn.  .Iamks  ().   1)avii)m)N.  (inrtrnnr: 

SiH:  I  linvt*  \\u'  lh»nnr  tj>  tniiisinit.  h«*r»»with,  tlu*  wvenih  l^*" 
(*iini;il  i-fpni't  '  IIH)"  S)  nl'  lln'  Wisconsin  Fn»(»  Library  Coui- 
mission,  in  arcnriliim-f  with  tli»*  provisions  of  section  3J^3rt.  *" 
till'   Wisrinisin   Statnlcs  of  lSI>S. 

Vrvy  n-sptvl fully. 

James  M.  PEREaii':?, 

Chairman, 


r 
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I. 

SECRETARY'S   REPORT 

Free  public  libraries  ....  156 
Library  buildings  .....  66 
Libraries  in  city  halls  ....  36 
Total  annual  tax  levy  for  support  of  public  li- 
braries .....  $225,000 
No.  Ot  volumes  in  public  libraries  .  775,447 
Np.  of  volumes  in  school  libraries  .  .  1,250,000 
No.  of  volumes  in  other  libraries  maintained  by 

the  state  .  .  .500,000 
No.  of  volumes  in  state  traveling  libraries  24,794 
Librarians  and  assistants  who  have  had  profes- 
sional training  .  .  88 
Gifts  from  citizens  for  library  buildings,  to  date  $492,000 
Carnegie  gifts  to  date  ....  $807,500 
City  appropriations  for  library  buildings  $565,000 

SuininHriziiig  th(*  statistics  of  public  libraries  for  the  last  bi- 
''iiiiiiur.  Xhi"  figures  show  that  there  an'  at  this  date  15()  free  pub- 
lie  librari(*s  in  Wisconsin,  as  compared  with  120  four  years  ago, 
10')  eight  years  ago,  52  twelve  years  ago,  and  28  fifteen  years  ago. 

This  array  of  bare  figures  does  not  tell  the  entire  story  of 
growth,  nor  does  it  indicate  th(»  rapid  rate  of  progress  as  to 
efficiency.  It  does,  howev(*r,  measure  the  spn^ad  of  library  facil- 
ities to  all  sections  of  the  state,  and  in  most  localities,  where  the 
density  of  population  makes  possible  the  maintenance  of  free 
I)ul)lic  libraries.  There  now  remains  no  city  of  i^OOO  j)opulation 
uni)rovided.  and  but  tiv<'  whit-h  count  in  excj'ss  of  2,(K)0  iidiabi- 
tants  have  thus  far  failed  to  estai)lish  public  librari<*s.  These 
are:  Cudahy,  \lSh)i\  population:  Tomahawk.  2.()2f) :  Phillips. 
2.011  ;  River  Falls,  2.:^()() :  Tlurlev.  2.000. 

0?ie  or  more  public  libr-ai*i<'s  mnv  be  found  in  evei'v  countv  of 

E  •  •  • 

the  .stat(\  with  the  exception  of  the  following  ten :  Adams, 
Huni<*tt,  (^aluniet.  Fron.  Fore.st,  Florence,  Manpu'tte.  Polk.  Vilas 
aud  Waushara. 
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On  th('  oilier  hand,  there  are  many  hamlets  and  villages  ap- 
pn^xluiatinj?  GOO  to  1.5(K)  population  each,  which  are  bravely 
seeking:  to  furnish  library  privileges  by  public  taxation.  These 
eomnnmities  th(^  AViseonsin  Library-  Commission  is  seeking  to  aid 
!)y  means  of  its  Town  Libraries,  an  enlargement  of  the  rural 
traveling  library  syst<Mn  whieh  has  yielded  splendid  results  dur- 
ing the  brief  period  of  operation.  If  this  plan,  which  is  describt'd 
in  another  part  of  this  n^poi't,  eould  be  still  further  extended  and 
(levelo|)ed,  it  would  mean  much  for  the  promotion  of  library  work 
•in  the  stat(».  Small  and  strujrg'ling  libraries  would  thereby  be 
assured  the  use  annually  of  from  400  to  600  well-selected  and 
up-to-date  books  at  nominal  cost,  instead  of  tying  up  their 
inea«?er  book  funds  in  a  mere  handful  of  volmnes  that  would  be 
little  used  after  a  limited  period. 

An  Kra  of  Library  Building 

The  elose  of  this  biennial  jx^riod  brings  to  a  close  as  well  the 
period  of  librarv^  building  in  Wisconsin.  During  the  past  six 
yeai's  especially,  tliere  has  been  nuieh  activity  in  providing 
stiMictures  for  housing  public  and  college  libraries  under  their 
(►wn  roofs.  Sixty-six  public  li]>raries  are  now  in  buildings  con- 
st ruclcd  especially  for  them.  The  sum  of  $1,299,500  represents 
individiijil  gifts  for  library  buiblings  in  this  state",  $492,001")  of 
this  princely  sum  having  been  contributed  by  citizens  of  the 
i-i'spcj-tive  <*()nn)iunities  wher*e  sucli  memorial  libraries  have  been 
ei-e<-t('(l.  Andrew  Tarnegie  lias  given  Wisconsin  libraries 
.+S()7.r)()0  for  bnildiiigs. 

Th(»  library  buildings  that  have  resulted  from  gifts  or  h'- 
«|Mests  of  Wisconsin  citizens  are  the  following: 

Heaver   Djiiii.  $!'.")."«, o  from  .T.  .1.  WiUiams. 

Delavjni.  Siri.ooo  irom  tlie  Arnin  estate. 

Kvjinsville.  $l(»,()(iO  rroni  A.  Ka.uer. 

Jaiiesville.  .$io.()rO  t'loni  Kldred  estate,  in  addition  to  a  Carnegie  pt^^- 

Ktiioslia.  .$ !.")(». 000  freiii  Z.  (i.  Simmons. 

I,a    Trosse.    $17.r)00    iiom    ('.    (\    Washbnrn.    and    $25;000    from   five 

citizens,  whose  names  are  not   made  pnblic. 
l.nl\e  (lenpva.  $7.nOo  fiom  Mis.  fJeo.  Stnrp:es. 
lake   .MiUs.  $s.0o()  frcmi  T..  1).  Farii;o. 
.Mnrim-tte.  $:>n  000  from   Isaac  Sieplienson. 
Mcnaslia.  A-JO.n«»o  rioni   1-:.   I).  Smitli. 
Menomonie.  $12.">.noO  from  Andrew  Tainter. 
M(?nroe.  $12. .".00  from  U.  K.  and  W.   Lndlow. 
.Mosinee.  $'.0(»0  fioni  .losei;li   Dossert. 
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Neenah,  |15,000  from  citizens,  in  addition  to  a  Carnegie  gift. 

Oconomowoc,  $4,500  from  residents. 

Oconto.  $15,000  from  George  Farnsworth. 

Oshkosh,  $55,000  from  Philetus  Sawyer  and  the  Harris  estate. 

Stanley,  $15,000  from  Mrs.  Sally  F.  Moon. 

Two  Rivers,  $4,000  from  citizens. 

Waukesha,  $3,000  in  addition  to  a  Carnegie  gift. 

Waupun.  $1,000  from  the  Beach  estate,  in  addition  to  a  Carnegie  gift. 

Wausau,  $10,000  from  citizens,  in  addition  to  a  Carnegie  gift. 

Wausaukee,  $4,500  from  H.  P.  Bird. 

Wauwatosa,  $5,000  from  citizens,  in  addition  to  a  Carnegie  gift. 

Whitewater,  $15,000  from  Flavia  White. 

The  following  are  the  Carnegie  buildings: 

Antigo,  Arcadia.  Baraboo,  Bayfield,  Beloit,  Berlin,  Chippewa  Falls. 
Cumberland,  Darlington,  Durand,  Eau  Claire,  Edgerton,  Elroy,  Fond 
du  Lac,  Green  Bay.  Hayward,  Hudson,  Janesville,  Kaukauna,  I^dy- 
smith,  Madison,  Manitowoc,  Neenah,  Racine,  Rhinelander,  Rice  Lake. 
Richland  Center,  Ripon.  Sheboygan,  Sparta,  Stevens  Point,  Stoughton. 
Superior,  Viroqua,  Washburn,  Watertown,  Waukesha,  Waupun,  Wausau. 

The  following  libraries  an^  located  in  city  halls: 

Abbotsford  Dodgcville  Mondovi*  Prairie  du  Sac 

Appleton  lOrkhoru  Neillsville  Prescott 

Belleville  Fair<hilcl-  New  London  Ree<lsburg 

Brodbead  Grand   liapid.s  New  Richmond  Seymour 

Clintonvillo  Hartford  North   Milwaukee  Shawano 

Colby  Independence  Ouiro  Spring,'  Gre<Mi 

Columbus  MarHlifleld  Orfordville  Sun  Prairie 

Delafleld  Mazomiuile  Portage  West    Bend 

l)e  Pere  Merrill  Prairie  du  Chien  Williams  Bay 

A  niimher  of  iu)ta})h'  eolleo:!'  lihrar>'  buildings  have  been 
erected  within  tlu?  pa.st  tVw  years,  among  thi m  those  at  Milwiiu- 
kee-l)owner  Coll(*ge,  1  beloit  Collcgi*,  Lawn*nee  College,  Oneida 
Grafton  Hall,  St.  Franeis  Sc^ninary. 

Future  Work 

Vp  to  this  time,  the  work  of  the  Ccmimission  hcxs  been  largely 
that  of  laying  foundations.  From  now  on,  much  of  the  work 
must  be  directed  to  stnMigtbening  and  building  up  whnt  has  been 
begun.  The  establishment  of  a  library  school,  two  years  ago, 
was  in  line  with  this  policy.  This  work  must  be  intensive  in 
seeking  to  ^ve  librarians  and  truster's  a  d(M'per  insight  into  the 
meaning  of  library-  service  for  a  community,  the  deeper  signifi- 
cance of  books,  the  larg(*r  meaning  of  reference  work  for  business 
and  municipal,  trade  and  manufacturing  problems,  as  well  as 
for  the  ever-present  woman's  club,  and  the  high  school  student. 
It  will  be  extension  work  as  well,  in  that  it  will  seek  to  make  the 
library  a  social  center  in  every  community,  with  branches  when 
feasible,  a  broad  and  well-planned  co-operation  with  the  schools, 
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vtv.  One  liuiidnHl  aiul  fourteen  libraries  have  been  established 
sinee  1895.  That  was  tlie  perio<l  of  building;  we  mast  look  for- 
ward now  to  the  i)eriod  of  perfeeting,  developing,  spiritualizing. 
It  will  not  be  so  easv  to  show  results  in  statistieai  tables,  ana 
in  reeords,  of  sueh  work,  but  it  will  show  rath<*r  in  the  tiuer 
eulture  of  the  eoinmunity  life,  in  individual  lives,  in  eharackT, 
in  a  development  of  living  eonditions  that  shall  be  more  worth 
while  in  the  frontier  towns,  and  in  the  kind  of  meu  and  womeu 
that  <mter  th(»  Tniversitv. 

Rural  and  Crhan  (Conditions  Contrastid 

In  the  country  districts,  of  course,  much  remains  to  be  done  in 
merely  supplying  books  for  those  who  live  remote  from  centers  ol 
population.     The  city  dwellers  are  fairly  well  provided  with  ac- 
cess to  wholesome  l)ooks.     If  the  statistics  compiled  by  the  na- 
tional  government   are  accurate,   the  average  numlx^r  of  books 
per  each   1(M)  of  the  population  is  .IS.     These  figures,  like  most 
bare  statistical  summaries,  are  npt  to  1h^  misleading  as  to  general 
conditions.     There  is  no  doubt  that  1)00,000  j)ersons  who  consti- 
tute the  urban  population,  arc  wcll-suppli(*d  with  books.     In  Mil- 
waukee,  for  instance,   the   volumes  will   average  50  to  the  W^ 
population.     In  Fond  du  Lac.  every  man.  wcmian  and  child  resi- 
dent there  could  borrow  a  book,  and  still  leave*  about  8,0(K)  vol- 
umes on  tin*  shelv<*s.      In  La  Ci-osse.  when  the  children's  depart- 
m<Mit    was  installed  a  couple  of  yeai's  ago,  the  juvenile  popula- 
tion  sliowed    sui'h   appreciation   of  the   oi>portunity   that  even' 
book  available  was  taken  out  th(»  Hi*st  week.     At  Stev<Mis  Point, 
there  aie  5.791)  books,  and  A}M\')  borrowers,  the  collection  of  les.*? 
than    ().000    volumes   having   a    circulation    of   68,000   anmially. 
And  there  nre  but  10.000  people  \\\  that  city. 

Fi'om  these  few  eases  <'ited.  it  will  be  seen  that  conditions  differ 
greatly  in  the  several  cities  of  the  stat<\  On  the  whole,  tho 
cities  ai'e  fairly  well  provi(le<l.  In  the  rural  regions,  however. 
the  provision  is  very  inade<|uate.  The  )^(),000  books*  sent  to  fiW 
traveling  libi-ary  stations  do  not  supply  the  ucmhI  fully.  There 
are  (hnibtless  a  million  residents  who  have*  access  to  no  librari<*s 
except  those  they  may  have  in  their  owii  hom(\s,  and  no  donht  in 
liundreds  of  homes  the  possession  of  ])ooks  is  limited  to  those 
used  by  the  childiTMi  in  their  classes  at  school. 

There  are  now  in  the  hundreds  of  loenl  district  school  libraries 
;ip])j'oximately  900,000  volumes.     Many  of  these  are  in  sets  of 
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tell  to  thirty  of  each  book  used,  and  are  not  used  outside  tht; 
school  buildings.  Under  the  state  law,  there  is  annually  ex- 
pended for  township  libraries,  10  cents  for  each  child  between 
the  ages  of  4  and  20,  about  $60,000  per  ^nnuni  being  raised  hy 
taxation  in  this  manner.  None  of  this  money  goes  to  public  li- 
braries. For  the  latter,  the  sum  raisc»d  by  taxation  is  determined 
by  each  community  for  itself.  The  total  receipts  for  current 
maintenance  of  public  libraries  is  now  about  $225,000. 

Owing  to  the  limit  placed  by  the  law  of  1907  upon  the  number 
of  pages  allotted  for  biennial  rej)orts,  it  is  not  possible  to  discuss 
librar>'  conditions  and  problems  more  fully  here.  The  files  of 
the  Wisconsin  Library  Bulletin  record  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mission in  considerable  detail,  and  in  lieu  of  an  extended  report 
here  reference  must  be  madt*  to  that  periodical  for  additional 
information.  The  important  publications  issued  by  the  Commis- 
sion are  also  fully  described  there.  The  work  of  the  several 
departments  is  summarized  in  the  pages  which  follow.  The 
financial  transactions  of  the  Ccmimission  are  given  in  extenso  in 
the  biennial  report  of  the  Secn^arj'  of  State. 

The  faithful  and  effectivi*  work  of  the  department  chiefs — • 
^liss  Stearns,  Traveling  Librar\'  Department;  Miss  Hazeltine, 
Instructional  Department;  and  Dr.  McCarthy,  Legislative  Ref- 
erence Department — and  of  their  respective  staffs,  merits  high 
praise.  Their  cordial  co(i[)erati()n  and  interest  have  been  in- 
strumental in  large  degree  in  rendering  the  work  of  the  period 
covered  by  this  report  valuable  to  the  state  and  i)rom()tive  of  the 
inter(\sts  entrusted  to  the  Commissicm. 

Henry  E.  Leoler. 

S(  err  tar:/. 
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INSTUriTIOXAL  DKPARTMENT 

I.ihiailaiis  who  are  graduates  of  library  BchoolB     .  12 

Assistants  \^lio  au>  graduates  or  library  schools         .  3 

Librarians  w  ho  have  atti'uded  library  summer  Bchools  48 

Assistants  wlio  have  attended  library  summer  schools  26 
(;rad nates  of  Wisronsin  Lil)rary  Sehool  In  1907,  22; 

in  MMiN.  \\i:  lotai  .....  41 

My  tlic  (>sl<it»lislnn<'iit  ni'  the  Wisconsin  Library  School,  two 
y«;iis  airo.  ;i  t^rmt  imprins  lias  been  ^iveii  to  the  library  inovt*- 
iMcnt  of  tbr  stale  As  a  result  there  ])riniiis(*s  to  be  a  dccidinl 
iiiipKiVcitieiit  in  th(*  rliaractir  of  the  library  service,  and  in 
adnnnistration  (re rie rally.  The  i'ol lowing  oxtract«  from  a  com- 
pFehensivi'  and  Vi'vy  sturjri'stive  rc'poi't  sui)mitted  by  the  ctief  of 
111"  depart Fiieril.  .Miss  Mary  Knn><rene  ITnzeltine,  treat  of  acme 
interesting  pliases  nf  the  work.'  Necessarily,  however,  they  can 
jriv«'  lint  a  TFa^nnentary  snrvey  n{'  the  fi«»ld  when  diaasaociatetl 
rruiii  the  fnil  repent,  which  enihraees  the  following  topics  in 
l«»iri(  al  a?-ra?i«renient  : 

1    Srhno]  in.siMK  tjon.  InrlndinK  loii^  (onrse.  short  course,  supplemen- 
tal y  (Duises,  special  »()urses:  lield  ])raetiee  work,  and  vlslta 

L'.    hisiilutes. 

.'{.  Field  visit inv:. 

4.  (N)nesp<)nd«MH(». 

."..  Mullet  in  and  other  pnblleations. 

Lihniri/   Stittml 

it  is  ]]t.\  pnssLMe  fur  any  selmnl.  I'or  any  inFvtitution,  to  say. 
**\\i-  will  •■siaMisli  snnif  t  radii  inns. "  j.rjad  as  a  new  S(*hool  would 
h"  io  start  with  wrl  I -defined  jn-ecedetits  and  traditions.  The»' 
arr  a  niatiiT  of  irrowth.  i>nl  afti-r  two  years,  though  it  may 
serin  presniriin;^'  lo  niaUe  tlie  statement.  «M»rtain  standards  have 
l)er(,jrje  established  in  <-nnneelion  with  tin*  courses  of  study  and 
tlp-ir  sei|nener,  the  jirld  praetiee  ])eriod,  days  and  occasioDB,  and 

otlleF"   Work    of   the    seliool. 

A  .systmi.itir  study  was  niadi*  of  the  curriculum  followed  in 
till-  first  year,  and  a  lo^neal  MMpirFiee  of  courses  worked  out  for 
the  ser.uid  ye;ir.  and  tliis  in  turn  will  Im-  iniprov*"d  upon  for  tli<* 


.  ..*v*              ?^ 

nm 

I?™" 
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third  year.  It  was  felt  by  the  faculty  that  the  schedule  of  the 
second  year  was  a  great  improvement  over  that  of  the  first,  and 
that  it  can  well  be  made  the  basis  for  the  school's  programme  of 
lessons,  apprentice  work,  field  practice,  and  special  school  oc- 
casions. In  fact,  the  work  as  planned  for  the  third  year  of  the 
school,  beginning  29  September  1908,  is  so  thoroughly  systema- 
tized as  to  prove  that  the  school  is  no  longer  in  an  experimental 
stage,  but  rather  on  an  excellent  working  basis.  This  rapid  but 
complete  and  substantial  organization,  not  only  of  the  curric- 
ulum, but  of  the  individual  courses,  is  due  to  the  devotion, 
ability,  and  sheer  hard  work  of  the  staff,  and  to  them  great  praise 
is  due.  The  hearty  cooperation  of  the  students,  and  their  will- 
ingness to  meet  the  hard  work  of  a  one  year's  course  should  also 
be  <»ounted  as  one  of  the  elements  in  the  success  of  the  school, 
and  its  complete,  though  rapid  organization. 

yew  Courses 

The  catalogue  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  School  announces  a 
new^  policy  of  the  school,  namely,  a  joint  course  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin,  whereby  students,  during  the  Junior  and 
Senior  years,  after  properly  qualifying  for  entrance  to  the  Li- 
brary School  at  tin*  end  of  th(*  Sophomore  year,  can  take  the 
work  of  the  Library  School,  receiving  five  credits  a  semester 
(twenty  credits  tus  a  total)  toward  their  A.  B.  degree.  It  is 
further  expected  to  arrange  a  joint  course  with  the  Legislative 
Reference  Department,  and  the  I^niversity,  whereby  students 
wishing  to  make  a  specialty  of  this  branch  of  library'  work, 
wliich  is  perhaps  mon*  fully  developed  in  Wisconsin  than  in  any 
other  s-tate  in  the  country,  can  have  the  benefit  of  the  Political 
Seience  Department  of  the  rniver.sity.  the  [)rartical  trainin^jf  in 
th(»  Legi.slative  R(»ference  Ijibrarv-,  and  the  technical  courses 
need<*d  as  a  foundation  in  all  librarv  work,  in  the  liibrarv  School. 
These  joint  courses  mak(^  a  strong  combination,  and  it  is  no 
doubt  that  they  can  Ix^  plannc^l  and  carried  out  successfully. 

Field  Practice 

The  field  practice  work,  which  is  an  integi'al  part  of  the  course, 
is  planned  to  give  the  students  actual  library  experience  during 
the  course  of  study.     During  February  and  March  the  schedule 
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is  suspt'iided,  m\d  the  students  are  plaeed  in  the  different  h- 
braries  of  th(»  state,  where  they  work  under  the  direct  guidance 
of  the  librarians,  and  the  oversight  of  the  faculty  of  the  school. 
Tht»  state  is  so  large,  and  pn^sents  so  many  library'  problems, 
that  the  individual  neinls  of  every  student  can  be  met.  A  stu- 
dent entering  th(»  school  without  (experience  can  be  sent  to  a  well 
organized  library  to  serve  us  a  gen<»ral  assistant,  and  so  become 
familiar  with  library  administration,  records,  routine,  and  work 
with  the  public  in  all  of  its  phiises;  on  the  other  hand  a  stu- 
dent coming  to  th(»  school  after  several  years  of  experience,  cau 
be  given  work  in  organizing  new  libraries,  or  reorganizing  old 
ones,  thus  having  opportunity  to  do  independent  work  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  faculty,  and  gaining  executive  and 
administrative  experience,  which  is  a  valuable  part  of  the  train- 
ing. Such  experit'nee  nlso  is  helping  to  develop  commission 
workers,  for  whom  there  is  great  demand. 

This  arnuigement  for  field  work  is  not  only  a  great  gain  for 
the  students,  but  it  is  good  for  library  development  in  the  state 
as  well.  Students  going  fresh  from  thi?  work  and  interests  of  the 
scliool  carry  with  tlu^m,  in  their  residence  of  a  month,  even  in 
th<*  well-established  libraries,  a  new  element  of  enthusiasm,  a 
n<'w  message  of  libiary  work,  whieli  th(»  librarians  regard  as 
Vi'vy  good  for  the  stalV.  In  sending  the  stud(»nts  to  do  the 
regular  extension  woi-k  of  the  Connnission.  the  library  cause 
is  directly  advanced,  often  furthi'r  than  it  would  be  without  the 
aid  of  the  students,  as  they  stay  longer  in  one  community  than 
could  a  stair  organizer,  so  giving  great(^r  perfection  of  organ- 
ization. 

The  woi'k  is  carcfullv  planned  evcrv  vear,  accordinc:  to  the 
needs  of  the  state  for  that  yeai*,  and  is  not  stereotyped,  thus 
allowing  the  gi-eatesl  developnient  for  the  state  work,  and  the 
widest  opportunity   for  th«'  students. 

Sffifh  nfs  of  flu   Libra)'}/  Schoitl 

Two  classes  have  been  graduated  from  tln^  Wisconsin  Library 
School,  twenty-two  graduating  in  th(»  class  of  1907,  and  nineteen 
in  the  class  of  lf)(KS.  A  sunnnary  of  th(^  graduates  shows  that  of 
tlu'  forty-one,  twenty-four  were  r(\sidents  of  Wisconsin,  four  of 
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Illinois,  three  eaeh  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  two  of  Minnesota, 
and  one  each  of  .Michigan.  Indiana,  New  York,  Montana,  and 
Washington. 

The  demand  for  griiduates  is  greaiter  than  the  supply,  which 
is  an  encouraging  circumstance  in  the  history  of  a  new  school. 
It  is  most  gratifying  to  know  that  our  stud(»nts  have  provod 
successful  in  the  varied  positions  which  they  are  filling,  and 
that  other  librari(*s,  seeing  and  knowing  thcur  work,  seek  our 
graduates  for  positions  in  tht'ir  libraries. 

A  summary  of  th(»  positions  filled  by  the  graduates  of  the 
school  follows: 

Wisconsin,  permanent  i)Ositions — 17,  including  two  in  the  University 
Library,  one  in  the  State  Historical,  two  for  i)Ositions  in  the  Com- 
mission's Instructional  department,  two  assistants  in  the  Racine 
Public  Library,  one  each  in  the  public  libraries  of  Madison.  Eau 
Claire.  Sheboygan,  as  children's  librarians;  chief  librarians  have 
been  supplied  for  Rhinelander,  Delavan,  Oconto.  Antigo,  Mosinee, 
and  Waupun;  and  a  librarian  for  the  Stout  Institute,  Menomonie. 

Wisconsin — temporary  work.  Between  the  time  of  leaving  the  school, 
and  taking  permanent  positions,  various  students  have  done  tem- 
ix)rary  work  in  the  libraries  of  the  state,  for  organization,  or  to 
tide  over  vacancies,  or  to  assist  for  some  special  work.  The  His- 
torical library,  the  public  libraiies  of  La  Crosse.  Mosinee,  Racine, 
Viroqua,  Madison,  Oconto,  the  Normal  School  library  of  River  Falls, 
the  high  school  libraries  of  Milwaukee,  and  the  Commission,  both 
in  the  Legislative  Reference  and  Instructional  departments,  have 
had  special  work  done  by  graduates  of  the  school. 

Other  states,  permanent  positions — 22.  New  York,  2 — New  York  City 
and  BufTalo.  each  one;  Pennsylvania,  3 — all  in  Pittsburg;  Ohio,  3 — 
2  Cincinnati,  1  National  Tax  Association,  Columbus;  Nebraska,  2 — 
Lincoln  and  Omaha,  each  one;  Iowa.  2 — Tipton  and  Dubuque,  each 
one;  Minnesota.  2 — University  and  Commission;  Illinois.  2 — Chi- 
cago and  Jacksonville,  each  one;  Missouri,  1;  Washington,  2— 
Supt.  of  Documents;   Alabama,  1;   Montana,  1;   Michigan,  1. 

Other  states,  temporary  work.  Students  have  taken  temporary  posi- 
tions in  other  states,  on  the  same  basis  as  they  have  in  Wisconsin, 
and  have  done  creditable  work  in  all.  In  the  Minnesota  Library 
Commission,  in  Kewanee  (111.)  Public  Library,  in  Cheney  (Wash.) 
Normal  school,  as  organizer  and  others. 

Salaries.  The  lowest  salary  received,  is  $30.00  per  month  at  Mosinee; 
the  highest,  $1,100  per  year,  as  assistant  librarian  at  Lincoln,  Neb. 
Several  are  receiving  $900  per  year,  some  $840.  others  $720.  The 
average  paid  in  Wisconsin  is  $600  per  year.  We  are  sorry  to 
record  that  our  own  state  pays  the  lowest  salaries,  but  we  hope  as 
the  value  of  trained  service  becomes  apparent,  that  the  salaries 
will  be  increased. 
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TRAVKIJMJ  JilHRARIES 


1907  8 


HOUKS 

:*>('•:•  libiaiies  of  English  books,  coiitaiiiing  18.043  books. 

y.\s\  lihi alios  and  IS]  f::ioiip8  uf  hooks  in  foreign  languages,  containing 

<).7r>l  l)ouks. 
Tola!  iiiniilu'r  of  Iil)iarios.  Tioi ;  total  niinilier  of  grroups,  181. 
('in  Illation  ol"  Enjriish  liooks,  T-'.TT   in  1907-8,  and  69.361  in  1906-7: 

total  tor  l)i(Minial  iieiiod.  1  l^.ntifj. 
(':i-<uhition  of  books  in  I'oici^n  lan^unges.  26.186  iu  1907--8.  and  So.DtIT 

in  liior,  7.  a  total  ot"  .".l.L'.i:;  in  two  yt»ars. 
Total    (Iniilation.   IKS.SIM    in    liH»7-s.   and   H4.428   In    1906-7;    total  for 

biennial  lu'iiod.  1IKI,:*,11». 

STATIONS 


Now  stations  in  1U07-8 

Stations   roostablished 

Stations  disrontinnod 

Stations  snppliod  witli  2.>vol.  libraries 

Stations  snppliod  with  r.o-vol.  Ii1)rnries 

Stations  snpi)lio(l  wiili  lOo-vol.  libraries 

Stations  in  stato  institntlons 

Stations  in  pnblio  libraries  . 

Si:Ui«)ns  snppliod  with  new-book  libraries 

Siritinns  sup|)liod  with  fiction  libraries 

St  at  ions  snjipliod  with  juvenile  libraries 

Si:iiioiis  snppliod  with  study  reference  libraries 


61 
13 

7 

31 

180 

13 

2 

30 
IS 
16 
10 
65 


1  OKKIO.X-BOOK  LinRAKlES 


(H'lnian  libiarios  (?Ji  vols.) 

(HMiriiin  groups  (in  vols.) 

Nnrur-iiian-Dsiiiish  libraries  C^iT^  vols.) 

X(ir\vri;ian-T)anish  groups  (10  vols.) 

riilish  libraries   frj.')  vols.)    . 

relish  irronps  (10  vols.) 

P.oboniian  ^ron|is  (10  vols.) 

rnn-ivii-bonk  irronps  loan»'d  to  ronnty  systems 


64 
66 
86 
86 

6 

9 

6 

42 


ror\TT   SYSTEMS 


XnniliiT  of  libi'arios 
XiMiibiT  of  stations 
Ciii  iil.-it'oii    1007  ^ 


261 

22<; 

43,045 
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From  thef  accoinpanyiiig  figures  may  be  learned,  in  statistical 
summary,  the  present  condition  of  the  state  and  county  library 
systems.  Compared  with  the  last  biennial  period,  there  is  a 
substantial  growth,  both  as  rc^gards  the  increase  in  number  of 
books  and  increased  circulation.  A  growth  not  apparent  from 
the  statistics,  but  gratifying  to  'note,  is  the  wider  distribution 
to  remote  sections  of  the  state  heretofore  untouched.  Notwith- 
standing, there  are  hiuidreds  of  small  places  which  remain  un- 
provided, and  which  nuist  be  neglected  until  more  books  are 
available  than  the  present  limited  resources  provide. 

The  sum  of  $5,000  annually,  additional  to  the  standing  ap- 
propriation, could  be  utilized  to  advantage  for  extending  the 
state  system  of  traveling  libraries.  At  this  time  everj^  library  is 
out,  and  there  are  many  communities  waiting  to  take  the  places 
i)f  inactive  stations,  should  any  desire  to  discontinue.  The 
number  of  discontinued  stations  has  greatly  decreased  in  the  last 
year,  when  there  were  but  seven,  as  compared  with  eight  times  as 
many  during  the  preceding  year.  Of  those  discontinued  in  1907, 
thirteen  were  reestablished  in  1908.  The  growth  in  number  of 
stations,  compared  by  ])ionnial  periods,  is  a.s  follows: 

No.  stations 

1904    .......  190 

1906    .......  279 

19U8    .......  388  * 


These  figures  are  oxrhisivc  of  22()  stations  in  counties  o[)t*rat- 
iiig  systems  of  their  own. 

^  ^ inula t ion 

Hare  figures  of  circulation  arc  misleading  when  applied  to 
^raveling  library  use.  Hooks  secured  from  this  source  are  in- 
^^Midcd  for  family  n'thcr  than  for  individual  use,  and  an 
'Average  of  three  n^adcrs  for  (  viy  book  drawn  from  a  traveling 
■"brary  by  a  regular  c.?rd  holder  is  not  an  extravagant  estimate. 
*  he  figures  limited  to  actual  recorded  circniation  are,  however, 
>n  every  way  encouraging.  The  total  circulation  for  the  last 
V<*ar  of  books  in  the  state  and  eonntv  svstems  was  l:^r)..S:>1.  For 
^he  biennial  period,  the  total  ciF'culation  was  more  than  a 
^(narter  million. 
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Tmni  Libraries 

Brp:uii  PX])('rinn'ntally  two  years  a^o.  the  Town  libraries  of  100 
volumes  each,  exchanged  semi-annually,  have  proven  suecc^fiil 
l)(\V()iid  anticipation.  The  books  were  chosen  with  great  can.*; 
the  larger  number  of  them  coiiiprising  the  several  series  per- 
mit Ix'tter  balance  than  is  possii)le  with  the  traveling  collec- 
tion of  standard  size,  and  conse(iuently  patrons  are  given  a 
wider  range  of  choice.  The  <*irculation  has  bi*en  so  much  larger 
per  volume  than  in  the  oth(»r  libraries  that  the  life  of  the  books 
promises  to  be  much  brief(»r  than  customary-.  It  is  likely  that, 
with  reasonable  wear  and  tear,  the  Town  libraries  will  last  not 
much  longer  than  three  vears — certainlv  less  than  the  five  vears 
estimated  as  the  duration  of  their  usefulness.  One-seventh  of 
the  entire  circidation  total  furnished  by  the  English  books,  is 
contributed  by  ten  Town  libraries. 

Despite  the  fact  that  then^  is  an  annual  charge  of  $12.00  for 
each  of  these,  while  the  standard  libraries  are  loaned  without 
fee.  it  has  bee?i   iin[)0.ssi])le  to  meet  the  demand.     As  knowledg*^ 
concern i!ig  thes«'   libraries    is   spreading,    the  demands  are   in- 
cn^asing.     While  all  tlie  funds  possible  have  been  devoted  to  the 
pui-cliase  of  additional  series,  without  a  larger  appropriation  no 
considerable    development    can    be    effected.     This    is   cause  for 
regi'ct.     Uy  means  of  the  Town  traveling  libraries,  many  small 
libraries  which    have  languished   for  want  of  books,   have  been 
(|iii(l<ened  into  renewed  life.     .AFany  a  village  or  small  city  am- 
bitious to  j)ossess  a  jjublie  library,  but  unable  to  finance  such  an 
institution   on   a   ]>asis   i)redicating   usefulness  and  success,  has 
been  enabled  through  this  source  to  realize  its  ambitions.    The 
system,  if  the  mejins  are  ()]>tainal)le  for  ex[)ansion  and  develop- 
m.'iit,  will  solve  the  most  serious  i)roblem  of  the  sm«ll  librar>^ 

Wer-e  funds  available  for  first  i)urchase.  double-size  Town 
libraries  could  ])e  furnished  fifty  (,r  sixty  of  the  smaller  public 
iibraries  of  the  state,  exchangeable  two.  or  perhaps  three,  times 
annually,  so  as  to  give  to  the  resi)eetive  communities  at  an  an- 
nual cost  of  fw.Mity  dolbirs  the  use  of  books  equivalent  to  an  ex- 
penditure (,f  .^;4()(i  or  .+r>()(l  annually.  To  ])rovide  fifty  libraries 
in  this  manner,  j.hnut  .+!l.()()(l  would  be  recpiired,  and  approx- 
imately one-half  this  sum  would  be  realized  in  rental  fees.    In 
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le  of  the  Eastern  states,  a  sum  eonsideral)ly  in  excess  of  this 
ount  is  given  from  the  state  tre«8nr>'  every  yi^ar  to  aid  public 
raries  in  the  purchase  of  books. 

idy  Reference  Libraries 

The  growing  demand  from  study  elul)s  has  been  m<»t  as  fully 
the  resources  of  the  Connnission  w<mld  allow.  In  the  last 
ee  years,  the  number  of  study  r(»fer»»nce  libraries  has  doubled, 
f^re  is  now  a  total  of  Hf),  covering  th(i  following  subjects: 

.merican  Literature  (6) 

.rt — CJeneral  (from  which  groups  on  various  schools  and  subjects 
are  made) 

rt — American 

rt — Italian  Renaissance 

rt  Poems — Browning,  Longfellow,  Tennyson 

ustria 

anada 

iducational  Topics 

eorge  Eliot 

ngland  and  Wales  (2) — Travel 

Inglish  History 

inglish  Literature — Normans  to  Stuarts 

Inglish  Literature — Hanoverian  Period 

inglish  Literature — Victorian  Period 

nglish  Literature — The  Novel 

inglish  Literature — Rei)resentative  Authors  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury 

ranee  (4) 

ermany 

reat  Britain 

household   Economics   ( 2 ) 

:aly — Mediaeval 

laly — Modern 

aimn 

[arble  Faun 

[odern  Drama 

[unicipal  Affairs 

[usic  (2) 

ature  Study 

orway  and  Sweden 

orway,   Sweden   and    Dcfiniark 

ussia 

cotland  and  Ireland   (IM— Travel 

hakespeare  (Large  collection,  from  which  groups  are  made) 

pain 

hackeray 

nited  States — Description  and  Travel    (H) 

nited   States — Discovery   Period 

nited  States— Colonial   Peiiod 

nited  States — Revolutionary  Period 
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rnlted  States— Civil  War 
Inlted  Statps— Civil  War  to  Date 
rniled  States -Middle  West 
Village  and  Town  Iniprovemeut 
Wisconsin  History  (N) 

TIk'  cijrlit  lilinir'H's  on  Wisetinsiii  history,  fiiriiiHhed  by  thi' 
Wisconsin  Ilistoriciil  Soci(*ty.  have  ixvii  in  constant  use,  and 
liavj'  l)cen  popnli'ir. 

The  list  of  eities  and  villages  when*  study  reference  libraries 
ar«'  Flow  located  is  as  follows: 

Aiiiiiro  |-::irl  Xnrth  Frfodom         Sparta 

.\|i]»lc(fin  JMu'i'i-toii  Oiiiro  Sun  Prairie 

Aviihiiid  Ki.  Aikinsiin  0\v4'ii  Token  Creek 

Aii'.'iisr:!  (•niiid  Kniiidx  rinttt-vlllc  Tomah 

l>:iLrli\v  llilNiion*  Torriifrf  Waterloo 

Ithirk   n\\rr  r.iiis     Ilixtiin  rnilrii*  rlii  tMiU'ii       Watertown 

i:iiHiiiiiii;.'ioii  .liiiH'svijJo  rniirli'  flu  Hnc  Waukesha 

nosi-<iiM>i  .IfiTfrson  K.'iciiu*  Waiipaca 

l;i':iliiliili  L:iii.vsiiijrli  K:iliili»lph  WnupuD 

nn»i||ic:ii|  L.*iiira*<ti>r  UiHMlMlnirt;  Waiifiau 

*'i»i|>l><'il  Lm  Viillf  ltliliii>l;iii(l«T  Went  Bend 

<'"l>>.v  Mjiiiii«»wiM>  Kill  Lake  Whitehall 

CuhiiiilMis  M.'irslitirjil  Kii'o  IaiIh*  Wyocena 

l>-ii-i<'n  M:iiislon  Kivrr  FiiUk 

I»<Mkn-villi'  MiTi-ill  SlitiwniHi 

I'^'-iizl*'  .Milton  .IiiiM'iiiiii        Smith  Kaiikaiiun 

III  addition  t(»  tlh*  fixed  (;rou[)s.  many  special  groups  have  been 
niadi'  np  from  time  to  lime  to  mct^l  special  calls. 

Tlic  Study  Clul)  depart m<>nt  of  the  Library  Commission  hai- 
i>^^n«d  a  sri-jrs  of  study  oulliiH's  which  has  met  with  much  favor. 
i*]afli  of  tln'si'  nut  lines  is  inh*nded  to  cover  a  year's  study,  but  can 
!)!'  yt'vy  priilitahly  <livided  to  cover  a  longer  period  if  a  club  is 
w:lliri»r  to  devote  the  time  to  it.  The  form  of  the  outline  has 
h-eii  Jiir^ejv  <li-termined  ])y  e\p«*riencc  with  study  clubs  in  the 
p.i^i.  and  l»y  eonferi-inir  with  eluh  nn'nibers  whenever  oppor- 
tunity ()tV«ri(l.  Tin-  outline  is  supplemented  with  a  list  of 
1mm;I<s,  rrniii  wliirji  ri't'ep-uees  ai'e  made.  The  iKioks  listed  em* 
lu-a<-<'  th.'  study  lilu'ary  supplied  hy  the  Commission  to  the  club 
uud'-r-t.-ikiiiL'  till-  study.  To  mi-mlM-rs  of  such  clulis.  the  outliiuN 
in  jU'irit.'d  fnnii  ar.'  furni^li'Ml  without  charge.  The  outlines 
••omprise  till"  following'  topies: 

1    J:i|):iii 

J   Kiissiji 

::  (^iiiadii 

J   TiiiVi'l   in    Km^IjmuI  mikI    WjiIj-s 

■'.  'rrnvrl   in  Siotland  and   Irelaiul 


■  I 


■J 


l 

I 
}  - 

r 
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6  French  History 

7  Modern  Italy — History 

8  Shakespeare's  King  John;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

9  Shakespeare's  King  Richard  Second;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

10  Shakespeare's   King   Henry   Fourth,    Part    I.-II.;    by    Mrs.    H.    A. 

Davidson 
U  Shakespeare's  King  Henry  Fifth;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

12  United  States  History — Discovery  and  Exploration 

13  United  States  History— Colonial  Period 

14  United  States  History — Revolution 

15  United  States  History— Formation  Period.  1783-1817 

16  United   States   History— Expansion   Period.   1817-1860 

17  United  States  History— Civil  War  and  Reconstruction,  1860-1876 

18  United  States  History — From  Reconstruction  to  Date,  1876 — 

19  Travel  In  the  United  States 

20  French  Art 

21  American  Literature 

22  English  Literature — Early  Victorian  Period 

23  History  of  Wisconsin.  1634-1909 

Open  Shelf  Collection 

To  respond  to  calls  from  public  libraries  siM'king  to  supply 
the  needs  of  special  students  and  of  the  ** occasional  reader,'* 
an  open  shelf  collection  has  been  started  on  a  modest  scale. 
The  chief  difficulty  in  the  growth  of  this  feature  of  the  work, 
lies  in  the  undue  expense  for  transportation  involved  in  the  case 
of  single  volumes.  A  parcels  post  would  serve  to  remove  what 
now  frequently  renders  j)r()hibitiv(»  the  loan  of  nuich-s-ought 
books  whose  large  cost  j)revents  the  smalhT  of  the  libraries  from 
acijuiring  them.  Groups  of  ten  to  thirty  books  from  th(»  open 
shelf  collection  are.  by  way  of  experiment,  sent  to  some  of  these 
libraries,  with  a  two-month  limit.  This  plan  promises  good  r<»- 
sults,  especially  when  the  arrival  of  the  collection  is  suitably 
advertised  locally,  but  the  period  of  trial  has  been  too  brief  as 
yet  for  final  conclusions. 


IV 


LEGISLATI VE  REFERENCE 

By  increasing  the  annual   appropriation  for  the   Legislative 

Reference  Department  from  .^4.500  to  $15,000.  the  L(»gislature 

has  rendered  possible  a  large  amplification  of  the  work  entriLsted 

to    this    department.     Tin*    increased    appropriation    has    been 
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(*oupl(Ml  with  a  niimbiT  of  sp(»rifi(»  dinH»tions.  imposing  addi- 
tional (luti(*s.  SoriK*  of  thrs(».  callintT  for  the  indexing  of  th<' 
session  laws  and  other  publie  doeunients,  involve  largely  in- 
ereas(Ml  work.  The*  ind(*xing  of  the  ])rivate,  loeal  and  special 
laws  of  AViseonsin  hiis  been  eonipleted  by  Dr.  Lauros  Mc- 
Conaehie.  who  has  praetieally  spent  a  year  in  carefully  index- 
ing these  laws.  This  eonipletes  the  record  of  legislation  in  the 
department,  with  a  few  exceptions.  It  will  be  necessary,  in 
addition,  to  get  the  rec(»nt  up-to-date  cases  and  put  them  with 
the  index  of  cases.  The  department  is  ab(mt  a  year  behind  in 
this  work.  A  set  of  Dickey's  Annotations  should  also  be  mounted 
upon  our  cards,  giving  the  n^cord  of  cases  interpreting  the 
statutes.  It  wcndd  lh»  well,  in  addititm  to  this,  to  compile  the 
opinions  of  the  attornt\v  generals  and  note  them  upon  the  cards 
with  thr  other  annotations. 

Dr.  McConachic's  work  has  been  examined  by  a  majority  of 
the  niembers  (»f  the  Conunittec  upon  Statute  Revision,  and  they 
are  well  impressed  with  tlie  work  done. 

The  ecoiKunie  eonditiofis  which  obtain  in  Wisconsin  to-day  are 
Xi'vy  diffenMit  from  thosi*  of  thirteen  years  ago.  As  a  n^ult. 
the  general  legislation  (►f  to-day  runs.  oft<»n,  in  conflict  with  old 
spcM'ial  I'ights  which  were  created  \uider  charters  or  franchises  by 
special  laws.  It  was  customaiy  in  former  times  to  make  a  sp<^W 
law  about  Jinything  that  seemed  to  need  attention.  If  one 
wanted  to  have  his  name  changed,  he  had  to  go  to  the  legislft 
turc.  Tf  one*  wanted  to  have  any  provision  put  into  the  charter 
of  a  city,  lie  had  to  \H)  to  the  legislatun\  A  school  district 
could  Tiot  be  formed  witliont  going  to  the  legislature.  To-day 
when  new  boundaries  are  being  made,  or  new  conditions  com- 
ing, it  is  <'ssential  to  ascertain  first  of  all,  what  the  statute  la^ 
is.  and  tlien  t«>  find  out  what  old  rights  have  been  granted  by 
these  special  laws,  which  may  involve  vested  interests.  (Jrcat 
confusion  has  ai-isen  in  our  statute  biws  because  of  this.  The 
same  ])robl<'m  has  come  up  in  otiier  states,  and  in  four  or  fi^''* 
of  tluMii  inde\(^s  liave  l)een  made  of  these  private,  local  ftO" 
special  laws. 

The  ind<^x  from  1001  to  the  ])res<'nt  time  completes  the  index 
of  special  laws,  but  as  soon  as  possible  this  index  should  bf 
combined  with  the  one  whi(*h  Dr.  "McConachie  has  completed. 
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thus  furnishing  a  cumulative  indi^x.  When  tho  Statute  Revision 
Committee  meets,  the  members  will  have  before  them  this  in- 
dex to  show  what  private,  local  and  s[)ecial  laws  exist,  so  thai 
in  (*ase  any  of  these  laws  conflict  with  the  statute  laws,  they 
can  be  traced.  The  whoh*  matter  has  been  in  great  confusioi; 
in  the  past. 

There  has  been  nuich  agitation  ov«t  water-ways  in  this  state, 
and  yet  it  has  been  simply  impossible  to  t(»ll  what  dam  rights 
had  been  givi»n  away  in  tin*  pa.st,  what  had  been  repealed,  or 
what  still  existed.  This,  now  can  be  traced  out  very  easily  by 
means  of  ^Ir.  McConachie's  index.  Not  only  is  this  index  of  the 
L^reatest  value  to  lawyers  and  l(»gislators,  but  it  is  of  large 
historical  value.  Law  shows  what  economic  facts  have  arisen  in 
a  community.  The  dev(»lopment  of  legislation  from  1886  to  the 
present  time,  the  varying  economic,  industrial,  and  social  con- 
ditions of  tlr»  state.  ar(»  pictured  in  this  way.  A  great  mine  of 
historical  material  is  <'ontained  in  the  proceedings  of  the  dif- 
fen^nt  agricultural  societies,  the  dairymen's  as.sociations  and 
horticultural  associations,  ete.  An  index  of  this  material  would 
be  of  the*  greatest  value.  Such  an  index  was  made  by  this  De- 
part mi*nt  and  was  destroyed  in  the  capitol  fire  of  1904.  It 
tak(»s  a  long  while  to  make  an  index  of  this  sort,  but  it  would  be 
iidvisable  to  undertake  it  again. 

From  a  sunnnary  of  work  ])erformed  and  rc»commendations  for 
future  development  submitted  by  T)r.  Chas.  ^NFcCarthy.  chi(»f  of 
the  department,  the  subjoined  extracts  are  taken: 

In  iriy  last  repoit  I  recoinnieiuled  that  a  draftsman  be  secured  for 
tbe  legislative  session.  The  legislature  insisted  that  we  secure  three 
men  to  do  this  work.  The  exuerinient  has  been  successful  and  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  state.  We  should  have  ten 
men  working  on  this  work. 

T  reccnimended  that  an  index  be  made  of  special  reports  and  im- 
portant data  in  the  .Fournals.  With  the  assistance  of  work  done  pre- 
viously to  the  fire  by  me.  in  this  department,  the  work  has  now  been 
Put  into  shape  and  subject  cards  are  now  being  made  for  it.  When 
this  is  conu>leted  and  the  Xow  Yoik  Index  of  documents  now  being 
prepared  by  Miss  Basse  is  comnleted.  wo  will  have  a  great  mine  of 
administrative  and  legislative  data  opened  to  us.  This  work  is  funda- 
mental to  anv  progress  in  the  study  of  administrative  law.  Until  w'e 
get  tbft  criticisms  of  administiative  ofTiccrs  unon  the  working  of  laws, 
we  will  always  be  in  the  dark.  There  is  a  v.ide-snread  movement  now 
among  lawyers  and  thinkers  in  this  state  and  other  states  to  gather 
ffuoh  administrative  data  and  also  to  rather,  classify,  and  index  the 
decisions  of  commissions  and  quasi-judicial  bodies,  such  as  attorneys 
general. 
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We  have  inadr  ^leat  strides  tor  our  state  in  our  department  the  put 
year,  and  tiie  Mork  here  will  be  iu  my  opinion  the  basis  ot  all  Bach 
woriv  tor  tile  entire  country.  At  least  nine  state  libraries  have  now 
copied  our  (ards  which  bear  ui)on  comparative  data  and  many  other 
iihraries  liave  copied  data  ot  similar  nature  relating  to  administrative 
ciiticism.  So  imj.ortant  is  this  mateiial  that  it  has  been  recently  and 
successfully  quoted  iii  a  brilliant  bilef  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
I'niied  States.  Lawyeis  are  recognising  the  im|X)rtance  of  this  work, 
and  briefs  are  nuw  rre:iueiuly  filed  before  our  supreme  court,  contain- 
ing lefeience  to  the  peculiar  material  whieh  we  have  gathered  in  our 
d*  paitment.    This  is  notaldy  so  in  matters  of  eomparative  law. 

I  re(onimend  thai,  when  our  linancial  condition  will  Justify  it,  speel- 
ally  trained  workeis  be  secuied  to  take  up  each  of  the  importau: 
branches  of  statute  law.  For  instance,  we  need  at  once,  a  man  trained 
in  and  familiar  with  municipal  Institutions  to  do  special  work  in  the 
gathering  of  ciitital  data  upon  our  city  laws.  It  would  save  great 
sums  in  the  end  tor  I  be  municipalities  of  the  state,  and  lead  to  better 
iniiditious  and  economy.  We  also  need  an  expert  who  thoroughly  un- 
derstands labur  Iegi:s!ation.  as  there  is  no  more  important  topic  before 
our  ])eopIe  at  this  time. 

I  recommend  that  a  record  of  liills  and  committee  hearings  he  kept 
dining  the  session.  We  indexed  and  kept  records  of  bills,  etc.,  and  the 
Irgislatuic  issued  i\  bulb  tin  giving  the  rest  of  this  information.  The 
scheme  worked  fairly  well,  b.ut  needs  coTisiderable  modification  in  de- 
liiil.  It  is  along  ilic  right  line  -publicity  and  information  in  leglBls* 
tive  worU.  and  we  shall  do  all  we  can  to  improve  the  machinery  in  the 
ruinrc.  Of  i-ouisH  ibe  work  rt^'iuires  especially  trained  Indexers.  We 
"should  st'Mire  four  of  I Iwse  for  the  legislative  session,  as  8(K>n  as  the 
bgislaiuie  shall  sei*  tit   to  fuiiiisb  the  funds. 

I  inouioncd  in  my  repot  ts  that  there  was  a  demand  that  the  agrl- 
•  nltni.-ii  (locnincnis  be  indexed.  We  did  not  receive  an  appropriation 
I'nr  Ibis  purpose.  It  is  [ro  bad  that  this  work  has  not  been  taJcen  up. 
.IS  a  large  part  of  tl'c  eidiioinic  history  of  this  state  is  contained  in 
ilx'se  voinnii'S.  W*>  sball  try  to  do  it  in  the  future,  but  the  demands 
o!  ibi>  legislaiun*  npcn  this  de]Kirinient  are  so  great  that  it  seems 
inii)o.>-sibb'   lo   lake   it   up  ai    oine. 

\V*'  li.'ivr  a<<oniplislM  d   the  folb)winii.  in  addition: 

!  Wi-  bave  tilt  u\)  ilu'  iiaues  of  statutes  and  session  laws,  mounted 
I  hem  ("I  rards  and  made  a  fomplete  card  file  of  them,  thus  putting 
louftiici-  all  (Mir  statute  ^aws.  >o  thai  mistakes  will  not  be  made,  s^ 
il'«\  liav"  Ijim'Ii  ill  the  p;isi.  in  the  matter  of  duplication.  This  work 
■iinl    fin*  aiincfai  ions  bas   HM|iiir<(l   lvim*    10.000  cards. 

1'  Wi*  l.avf  in  ijke  manner  cut  u)i  and  mounted  the  statutes  and 
sis-i(  II  laws,  and  niii  ibeni  i"  jpose  b>af  volumes,  thus  making  a  com* 
h'.i"  v<i!iin  r  of  tbr  siaiuh-s  Up  lo  date.  This  will  serve  as  a  checl^ 
oi;  tin  .;>nl  svsiriii  and  vill  l:i-  of  tlie  greatest  service  to  the  Statute 
111- vision  ('iiii'iMif ]«•••  No  cue  who  bas  not  worked  with  statute  1b*'^ 
(an  unrleisrand  what  a  ufat  and  important  task  this  work  has  be^"- 
ili«-  i-in;ini(iiis  (b'tail  involved,  and  the  latient  BUi>ervl8ion  which  if** 
ne«tssary.     AV(«   hav*-  now   twenn    volumes  with  over  12.000  leaves. 

:;.  We  bav"  i  sii.mI  bulletins  upon  ibi*  Initiative  and  Referendnw- 
il-f  l?e«all.  till'  'vork  of  I  be  l.i-uis'ativc  Reference  Department,  aod 
|i;.ve  now  iradx,  .liivi'iii'i-  t'ouiis.  I'aiiy  I Jeclaraticns  In  Primary  ^**^ 
lidiisai'd  oui- on  .Ma.ioiitv  N'ominai ions  in  Primary  Elections  and  Tnter- 
<  baij.m-  of  'r<ii'pli(nn'  Scivii-e.  Five  oibcr  pieces  of  work  have  1>^" 
doih-  by  siudenis,  and   arc  tr)  Im»  printed   ])y  the  University.    I  hoi* 
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that  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  University  so  that  these 
bulletins  will  be  issued  as  University  bulletins.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  add  greatly  to  their  usefulness.  This  work  ought  to  be 
done  (and  I  trust  it  will  eventually  be  done)  at  Washington.  What 
has  been  done  by  the  American  Bar  Association  and  the  New  York 
State  Library,  is  of  the, greatest  importance. 

4.  We  have  continued  the  work  of  getting  important  lists  of  ma- 
terial existing  in  other  libraries  in  the  city.  We  have  been  materially 
aided  in  this  work  by  students  of  the  library  school.  This  work  is 
money  saving,  as  it  prevents  duplication  and  makes  accessible  here 
at  the  Capitol,  the  contents  of  the  splendid  libraries  of  our  city.  It 
should  be  continued  in  the  future,  so  that  eventually  this  department 
will  be  a  catalogue  station  for  material  in  other  libraries  rather  than 
a  library  by  itself.  In  this  connection  the  thanks  of  the  Commission 
are  due  to  Mr.  Gilson  Glazier  and  Miss  Harriet  Imhoff  of  the  State 
Library  for  their  splendid  cooperation.  They  have  turned  over  to  us 
cards  which  give  us  the  results  of  all  the  work  now  done  in  that  li- 
brary. It  has  already  saved  a  good  sum  in  preventing  duplication 
and  has  added  to  the  efficiency  of  our  work.  In  this  connection  I 
wish  to  say  that  our  relations  with  the  Historical  Society  and  the 
University  Library  have  been  most  cordial  and  they  have  been  of  the 
gieatest  service  to  us.  Eventually  they  will  be  the  storehouse  of  the 
data  we  are  gathering.  We  have  sent  over  three  thousand  pamphlets 
and  volumes  to  the  Historical  Society  the  pa^  year,  and  as  fast  as 
our  material  becomes  of  historical  worth,  we  shall  turn  it  over  to  that 
body.  As  the  room  and  facilities  of  that  library  shall  increase,  the 
efficiency  of  our  work  can  be  increased. 

5.  We  have  been  at  work  on  a  classification  of  the  quasi  legal,  quasi 
economic  data  beneath  the  making  of  statute  law.  This  work  requires 
profound  study,  and  is  simply  gigantic.  With  our  puny  efforts  we  can 
make  but  the  beginning.  Others  must  take  this  work  up  for  an  in- 
definite time  to  come.  We  should  have  twenty  thousand  dollars  a 
year  for  this  work  alone.  If  those  of  us  who  have  done  this  work 
should  leave  it  or  die.  this  classification  will  allow  the  work  to  be 
done  by  others.  It  is  simply  a  record  such  as  a  business  house  would 
require  from  its  workers.  We  have  put  copies  of  this  in  different 
places  so  that  in  case  of  fire,  the  record  will  be  preserved.  We  have 
also  sent  copies  of  our  comparative  list  to  the  Congressional  Library 
at  Washington. 
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Li  Hit  A  Ml  KS  CLASSKD   A<*(l)KI)IX«;   to    l*<)l»rf.ATU)N 

\w:  OS 

LfsH  thtt}t  l,tKMi  i,(in(t  :),fKfit  '  t,mni-.\tniii 


AbliotsfonlsiO 
Av(M'a  411 
Bellc'vni«'42:i 
( Vd'.ir  (irovr  411 
Colby  H4t> 
Colfax  tmj 
lH'l}i«elclti:i2 
!•:  MilwuiiU«'»'4r:i 
Klf\  a  :«1 
KIkhart  \^\'Z 
rairrhild  wx> 
<ialrsvllU's:ti 

(ieiioa  .luiH-tioii  710 

(iJCIllM'lllall  .'{0(1 

(ilcnvvood  \M):> 
Hartlaiuhir.'^ 
lllllslM>ro.S()4 
MorlouvlIU-  H!>o 
IihU'IM'II'U'Iht  i5t5;{ 
Ironlofi 

.loliMsoii  Ci'<'«*U  4m 
La  Valh'.'lV.* 
LoiM'  KorU  rM)4 
Loyal  HI.') 
MarWrsaii  7S7 
Ma/oinaiiic  H(»;{ 
Mf'iiotnoiH'*'  I'alls  !VU» 
Milton  .lnii(*tion  .'mmi 
Mo'>iiUM*  ."jHD 
\«»rlh  l'rt'»'(l(uii  .">7> 
(»aUH»'l(l  :»4n 
(MfonlvilU-4:{li 
r<'\vaiiU«'»'  7»V.'{ 
I'raiiU'  «ln  Sar  t»7I 
l*icnti<-»-  sili 

KaiKJolnh  N|s 
Sliio.'l(Mi  4;m 
>l>riiiir(ii*tM'ii  iro 
Tlinin  >r'^ 

N\  au-^uiiUcc 
\\<'stl)y  7»>7 
\\  liilchall  :(Ni 

I. in  HI   :,,tHMI 
\lL'<»I!ia   'J.<HIS 

A  fcadia  I. .{hi 

Ua.\  fH-ld  l.iiy 

linlin  4.r.:N 

Itla.'K  KMv«f  I'alK  l.iUt". 

HoscoIk'I  l.«»;i4 

Ht'odlu-tid  \.y'*'u 

hiiiliii'/t**!!  ;i. <">',•."» 

(    lilltCHIN  nil'   I.^M 


CunilM'Hand  1.45« 
Daillnj^'ton  l.S4;< 
Dtdavan  2.:^21 
I>t'  IN'n'4..VJH 
l)()d»r»'ville'J.l.Vi 
Dura  lid  1AV.> 
Kd^rtTtoii  2.41«'.    • 
F:iUhoni  l.Hls 
Klitiy  2.011 
KvanNvllh'  l.«H5:J 
Ft.  AtUlDSoii  X'.HM) 
Hartford  2.tC>2 
Hay  ward  2.tNM> 
Moricoii  l..V>S 
lludMni  :{.22r) 
.lelTi'i-son  2..")72 
Kaid<amra  4.*.MM 
KewauiHM'  1.71i» 
Kllbouni  1.0<»1 
LadyMiiitli  1.720 
LaU«'  (i«'in>va  .'5.440 
Lakr  Mlll>  \X^n 
Laiicaslcr  2..Vm 
.Mavvlllr  1.70:{ 
.MtMlford  1.02;{ 
Miiu'ial  Point  :{.2.*>2 
Moiidovi  I.4.")0 
M«»iinK'  4.200 
.\t>illNvilN- 2.117 
\«'\v  London  ;{.(Hi2 
New  lil'-hinond  1.h24 
.\.  Lond  dn  La<-  1.044 
N.  Milwankr.'  \,ZM\ 
{ )('onoino\v<M'  ll.01.» 
O.-onlo  I'alls  1.:{»M 
(  Mnin  l.:U'i4> 
Park  I'alK  l.4;is 
IN->lilii:o2..'>:iO 
IMalI«'vilU-4.4:U 
IMy month  2.704 
I'utl  \\  a>liin;rton  4.(».'Ut 
l*iaiti«'  (In  Cldrn  :i.l70 
lv«'t'd>.l»ni-y:  2..M.") 
Kil)  Lak«'  1.122 
\i\rv  LaUf  :5.410 
Kiidiland  ( fntrr  2.«».i.'> 
lii|M»ii  .{.hjl 
*^«-.\  mom-  I.I  1>^ 
Shawano  2.440 
sh.'ll  LaUr  i.i::: 
Sparta  iJ.M"; 
Staidt-y  L'.;22 
Sldn^rhlon  4.244 
SI  ni  ;:c(tn  \i:\y  4.04n 
Snn  i'laiiif  i.n>ti 
Tornah  :5.(h»s 
Two  Ki\(i>.  l.i»i»2 


Vlro<liia2.0:e 
Washburn  4.i»24 
WatvrkKj  l.liHi 
NVaupai'a  2.H7ri 
Waupuii  3.111 
Wauwatosa  2.9i:{ 

\v»*st  Aiiisa.mw 

Wt'st  B«'IhI  2.;«2 
WldtfwaliM-3.10> 

Antl>m(?.Oi« 
BaralHK)  5.S35 
Beaver  Dam  5.015 
ChlpiH'wa  Kall.sO.oi'P 
(iraiid  Rapids  0.157 
.Marsh Held  0.035 
MiMia.sha  5,iHiO 
Menomonle  5.47:^ 
Merrill  0.107 
Nrenah  0.047 
<  >conto  5.722 
l*orta»re5.524 
Uhtnelander  5.4.'t5 
S.  Milwaukee  5.2S4 
."Elevens  Point  0.022 
WalertowM  .S.02H 
Waukesha  O.WO 

Ashland  14.510 
Belolt  12.av> 
.lanesvllle  13.770 
.ManUow<x-12.7X{ 
Wausau  14.4.''>8 

.\ppleton  17.iHM> 
Kau  Claiiv  1K7H7 
I'oiul  du  La<'  17.2M 
KeiHxha  10.2.'i5 
.Marinette  15..154 

<iitMMi  Bay  23.5H4 
La  Cit>s.se  2«»,078 
Madison  24.H(»1 
Mil\vauk<*e  312.ms 
(>shk<»sh  .-10.575 
Ra«'ine:{2.25N) 
ShelK)yfcran  24.«>2i> 
Su|H»rlor  3il..V>l 
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Ab»K>tsford  373 

Altroma 

Belleville  129 

Bo!*;x>l)el  56() 

Cedar  (irove 

CMlnlonvllle  487 

Colby  24() 

Colfax  175 

Delafleld  210 

Kast  M 11  w  au  kee  58 

Eleva  2t>l 

Elkhart  225 

Falrchlld  200 

Genoa  Junction  427 

Cilenl)eulah  (not  jfiven) 

llartlanda03 

lllll.slK)n>400 

Horl<*on  415 

HortonvlUe  452 

I  ndet)endence  180 

1  ronton  200 

.lohnson  Creek  22i» 

La  Valle379 

Lone  Hock  100 

Mazomanie375 

Menomonee  Falls  321 

Milton  .function  199 

Mosinee  400 

Mt.  Horeb 

No.  Fond  du  Lac 

North  Freedom  274 

C>akfleld307 

Oconto  Falls  382 

Dmiv  320 

Orfordvllle  172 

Park  FalU  3IH) 

Pt.  Washlnsrton  329 

l*rairie  du  Sac  350 

Prescott  324 

Randolph  281 

Hlb  Lake  325 

Seymour  148 

Shell  Lake  39D 

Shlotrton  478 

South  Milwaukee  280 

Sprlnir  (Jreen  276 

Sun  Prairie  314 

Thorp  500 

Token  Creek 

Wat««rloo  371 

WausauktH*  340 

West  A  Ills  315 

VVestby  480 


.'itKt-l.fKKt 

Arcadia  85S 
Bay  Held  MiW 
Black  River  Tails  547 
Brodhead  Otio 
Cumberland  670 
Durand  614 
Flkhoni  575 
Elroy  628 
Ft.  Atkinson  0-93 
Hartford  8;i7 
Hay  wani  W3 
Kewaunee  629 
Lady  smith  705 
Lake  Mills  870 
Laiwaster  W5 
MayvilleOlO 
Mineral  Point  818 
New  Kh'hmond  KW 
North  Milwaukee  iU2 
Oconomowo*'  912 
Peshtijfo  9:w 
I*e  wan  kee  672 
Two  Rivers  576 
Wauwatosa  837 
West  Bend  954 
Whitehall  m) 


Beaver  Dam  1.55.*^ 
Berlin  1.:Jh4 
('oIumbu>  1.171 
harlintrton  l.oi6 
l)e  IVre  1.116 
Kdk'crton  l.r>:« 
Kvansvllle  1.071 
Hudson  l.(>68 
Kaukauna  1.916 
K 1 1  bourn  l.Sik> 
Lake  (ieneva  1.7>*0 
Marshtield  1.H4:> 
Medfonl  1.521 
Menushu  1.534 
Merrill  l.S.V) 
Mondovi  1.117 
MonrtH'  1,9.'>7 
Nrw  London  l.tH>l 
IMjillevillc  l.s:tt> 
riy mouth  l.lsti 
Rccilsbnrtr  1.2HH 
RI.M-  Lakr  I.:Vk*. 
Ri.-lil:iii(l  Cciitrr  l.^-J!* 


Hhnm  1.619 
Shawano  1.42i^ 
Sparta  1.724 
Stanley  1.:^^ 
Stur*feon  Bay  1.145 
Tom  ah  1.366 
Vlrtxiua  1.027 
Wa<hburn  1.550 
Waupaca  1.380 
Waupun  1.330 


Afirtv  than  Jjniif 

Antliro4.425 
A  ppleton  .3.8.30 
Ashland  3.264 
BaralKX)  2.274: 
Belolt  5..'>48 
Chippewa  Falls  4.341 
Kau  Claire  6.604 
Fond  du  Lac  4.146 
(irand  Rapids  2..391 
<ir«*en  Bay  5.52^5 
•lanesville  6.765 
Kenosha  5.720 
LaCi-os.se  11.30:J 
Madlstm  11.747 
.Manitowo<-3.4.'10 
.Marinette  4.729 
Menomonle  2..376 
Milwaukee  li>0.570 
.Neenah  2.562 
Neillsville  2.319 
Oconto  3.:V>4 
Cshkosh  7.»i54 
l»orta*rc3.{HW 
Racine  7.522 
Rhinelander  2.2W 
ShelK)ytfan  5,315 
Stevens  Point  5.401 
Stou»fhton  2.048 
Superior  9. 12H 
Watertown  3..3(K) 
Waukesha  3.4:to 
Wuusau  3.073 
\Vhite\vat«'r.T3!»s 
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LiiiKAitiK.s  (i.ASSKi)  ArroKiH.Ni:  TO  NrMHKK  OF  Viil.rMEH 


Is*  MS  tlnifl  IJKKf 

Ali)N>tsf<i|*(|  TJi! 

('(Mlur  <iniv«' 
Clinloiixilii'  v,'H 
Coihy  MK) 
r<.lfu\  •_•.»♦» 
I)(-l:itU>l<l  (UN 
Kasi  Mil  wank  vr  L'4; 
KU'Va  4:1? 
KlUharl  '2J-2 
Kaiivhilil  :i^\ 
tH'iuia  .liiiii'tlnii  *<.'i| 
<il«-iilH>iilali  ri*» ' 
Millsl)im> 
tl<»rlfiii\illr  4IK) 

llMlf|N>ll(iclli'l>    llthi 

I  Million  .'hhi 
.liiliiiMin   <  'ri-cK  :Nt 
Lad.vMiiilh  i)!>ii 
[.a  Vallr  T.'»7 
Liuii'  KiM'U  7(M> 
Ma/.ornanii'  .Vv.* 
MrH'nnoMi'i'  I'alN  '-'l' 
Millon  Jiiiirli<in  210 
N   r(»iul  <iii  La«' 
N   l'rrr«|iin»  »•>»»• 
ncoiil«»  I'alK  ('•?<» 
( )inr(i  iN'iit 

4  >i-fi)nl\  illf  4(i<> 
rai-;.  I  alls  .I'.ni 
I'f^liliL'-n  45»I 

i'l  W  :i««liinj.'lMii  iV»N» 
l'r:>irli'  iln  r  .i--  ri.'i4 

I '!•«•>«  ot  I     Mil 

KaiiiliiJIili 
Kill  LaUi'  .'>^<* 
yi'.\  iinmr  ;•>«; 
>li<'ll  L:iU»'  ."»i'i!i 
r  liitM'tfiii  ,'«>'-' 

5  MilW  ulllvrr  4(N' 

*^pi  int:  <  iiiM'ii  I'l  .7 
Mill  I' laiii-  r.;»; 
'ri»ki-ii  Cri'i-K  "jiij 

Wi-st  AliU  .Vh) 

\  ■-•■a(li:i  It;;  t 
hijlrv  illr  ".'  li»:i 
lUn.-U  llix.i   l:il[>  '.'ih;-: 
ISitsf'ititi-i  I  ■.■;!! 


tjHMt-WrtlMI 

liitNihrad  I..VJ0 
iKlavan  L'-'CfJ 

iNxliriviiic  i.:n; 

Dura  ml  LM7:.' 

i:in).v  i.;rc> 

Hnrtfonl  l.(m7 
iiartland  ].<rj4 
MillslHMii  l.nm 
ll(ini><M)1.42t> 
Kt'wauni'f  l.iMSi 
l-anrasin'J.Iiw 
Mayvillc  l.iHil 
MiMlfiird  L»,-,'i« 
MolMinxi  1.7-t^ 
Mo>huT  l.iirn 
\«-vv  Lc  If  II  If  Ml  2.«  ••-*.'» 
Nrvv  li'icJiinoiKi  LSI] 
Norlh  Mliwaukn-  l.:i7«i 
Oaktlcid  l.l.Ti 
IN'waiikt'i'  1.M4 
IMattrvillr  l.iNiil 
ShawaiK*  1.-77 
SI  III VI'' >i I  Uay  I..">«iO 
riuiiii  l.-JiM 

\Vaii>aiiki'r  i.:»:js 

WhHfliall   l.v> 


.\nii;r«»:'i.«i»'i7 
IJaylirUI  ;;..>» 

Hfrliii  :;.«»y» 
(  (ijiiMiiuiv :!.^71 

<  umlM-ilaml  'IXiu 
haiiiiitrlnii  ii.*^!:! 
I>r  \\\\-  4.44:! 
I'-tlu'i-rluii  L'.*i44 
Ivlkhnni  .-J.'.i.Vi 

l-i  aiisx  illf  'J/m: 
lull   \lUlns4n1  :'..}4i; 
lla.\  wall!  .'i.'mC 

II inJNi.ii  :j.:;77 

Ixaiikauna  .'(.i'.i.'i 
KilliiHirn  :l.*X\^ 
L:iki'  (Miifi  a  4.t.*'.> 
l.aUi-  Mills  :.».V.H 
Mimial  i'diiil  4. .'74 
Nrills\llli--i.s'j:i 

<  N-«)tl(iMli>Miii'  4.*.iiir> 
ri.\  iniinlli  -J.sI'J 
li<'»'»l>linr;.'.'!.'»5'."i 
IMiiiH-laiiili  I  I  <.Hi| 
liii'f  l.;ilvt-  ;;  "(j; 


Ufchlaiifl  Center  3.ew 
HilH>ii  4.W1 
Stanley  'J.7M) 
Stonirhton  aiatt 
Toniali2.Hai 
Two  Rlvent3wf«tf 
ViitNiua  :i^l3 
Washlium.  4.570 
Watertown  5.312 
Wan  para  :-l.2S2 
Wcsl  Hend  S.SIB 

A  sill  a  ml  5.237 
HaralMio  ii.M3 
lioaver  Dam  (iOTa 
(  liiiUjewaFallMfUGO 
(imiHl  KapldM  (Il22S 
ManltowiK'  8.1189 
Marshtleld5.!W0 
Mennsha  7.adU 

« h-ontu  tkUlH 
l*ortaire  7.KW 
S)u>lH>>'imn  S.^)? 
Sparta  U.:iSU 
Stevens  I'Olnt  «,4W 
Wuukesha  6,072 
\Vuuiiun(t.ii3 
Wausau  5,131) 
Wauwatusa  5.211 
Whitewater  S.TiW 

■ 

ftrrr  irv*" 

Appleton  10.530 
lieloU  11  JEW 
Kau  Claire  IT.HoS 
I'oiid  dn  Loi*  34.3M 
(iiiHMi  Hny  14.517 
Janesvllle  &i,242 
KencMlia  1H.3112 
I. a  CrusM*  U).8ki5 
Madison  80,123 
Marinette  13.540 
Menoinonle  12.5(17 
Merrill  11.708 
Miiwank«*e  t81..V7 
Neon  ail  10.8UK 
( Khkosh  2ii.414 
Itnrliie  15.S(jO 
Superior  1S.UI)0 


I 


r 


r-' 


Seventh  Biennial  Report 


25 


Statistics  of  Libraries 


LibkakiehC'lasskd  Ao(n)Ki)iNu  to  CiRCrf.ATIOX. 

VM7  <W. 


l^em  than  I, (KM) 

Colfax  rtdH 
Delatleld*  491 
East  Milwaukee  301 
Elkhart 

Johnson  Creek  383 
OrfordvUle  «3l» 
l»rescott  42i) 
Token  Creek 

Colby  1.36t) 

Eleva  1.2U0 

P^aln-hlld  2,a» 

Hartland  I.!i(K» 

lfIllslM>ro2.ia(> 

I  ndependen<H>  2.279 

I^ane  Rock  1.500 

Seymour  l.i>73  - 

Shk^'ton 

Sprinif  (ireen  2,413 

\Ve."Ntby 

Bayfield  4,7(»r 
Belleville  2.770 
Cllnlonville5,a'»3 
(ienoa  Junction  3.4Jir> 
lloricon3.2l9 
llortonville  2.JH3 
I.a  Valle  2.(557 
>1a/omunie3.9!)2 
North  Freedom  3.  iss 
Oaktield  3,728 
( n-onto  Falls  3.414 
Omro  4.541 
Pewaukee  4.080 
Prairie  du  Sai*  3.3U> 
Rib  Lake  2.561 
Shell  Lake  4. 140. 
Sun  Tralrle  3,211 

Ablx>tMfoi*d  .5.333 
Ar<*adia  5.33H 
Black  River  Falls  8.74r> 
Hnxlhead.  9.254 

•Since  Feb..  1iH>8. 


CumlM-rlaml  9,704 
Dodtrevillc  ri.717 
Durand  H.720 
Elkhorn  8.214 
Klroy  ,').094 
Hartford  9,lKr> 
Lake  Mills  8.952 
M ay  V file  5.019 
Medford9.h)0 
Moslnee  5  :«V» 
New  London.  9.525 
New  Kiclimond  «.()45 
Nort  h  Mil  w  a  u  k ee  5. 75< ) 
Shawano  (>.8I3 
Thon).').9;5 
West  Bend  9..577 
Whitehall  .'»,:C»1 

A  ntlftro  24.773 
Ashland  21.401 
Berlin  10.910 
Columbus  18,2n?< 
l)arlin»rton  12.410 
I)e  Pere  20.:i70 
E<l»rerton  10.475 
Kvansvllle  14.020 
Ft.  Atkinson  11.541 
11  ay  ward  14.121 
Hudson  20.i44> 
Kaukauna  l^<.40o 
Kewaunee  1.5.043 
Kilbouin  13.5*M 
Lake  (ieneva  12..S2:i 
Lancaster  10,705 
Mai>hflel(l21.lH5 
Merrill  2:1.279 
Mineral  I'olnt  12.14<) 
Mondovi  lO.iiM) 
Neillsvllle  l().l()4 
Oconomowoi"  in.2Sl 
Peshtlifo  10.559 
Platleville  17.4<?I 
IMyniouth  15.522 
Ueedsburjr  10.C42 
Uhinelander  22.073 
lilce  Lake  ls.:C>:{ 


Richland  Center  13.095 
RIpon  15.178 
Stanley  1 2. 14*J 
StoutrhUin  22.570 
St  unreon  Bay  15,373 
Tomah  17.074 
Two  Rivers  14. 5ii0 
Viroiiua  12.954 
Washburn  22.023 
Waui>a<'a  15.02t» 
Waupun  ir>.014 
Wausaukee  10.(H)5 
Wauwatosa  11.S*74 
Whitewater  23. 419 

Ojy-r  Jojimt 

A  ppleton  52.483 
BarabfX)  2*»..373 
Beaver  Dam  27. 4:iS 

Belolt  52.010 
Chlpp<»wa  Falls  40.  Oi)l 
Eau  Claire  5(5.200 
Fond  du  Lac  54.7(59 
(irand  Rapids  25.18i» 
(ireen  Bay  .58..'):>2 
.Ianesville45(>.0()0 
Kenosha  80.470 
La  Cmss««  82,259 
.Madison  79..'>Ol 
.Manitowoc*  45.187 
Marinette  51.741 
Menasha  2.5.401 
Menomonle  47.8.53 
Milwaukee.  i51>7.5(>(» 
Monroe  25.902 
Neenah  30.t»2:) 
Oconto  :i7.:r)7 
(>shkoshi»2.393 
Port  Jure  32.502 
Racine  105,759 
Sheboy»fan  49.0Si) 
Sparta  27.445 
Stevens  Point  70.501 
SuiH'rlor  8s\28:5 
Watertowh:i'),372 
Wank(sha27.S(Hi 

Wausau  .50.955 
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Sfatislics  of  Librarits 


LlllUAHIKS  Cl.ASSK.II  ACCDUDINti   Tit  ClTV  TAX    LEVY 


f/r#;  or  h/(K 

folhy  ^* 
^'olfaxfKW 
Ka.st  Milwauk«'«'  t2r> 
Kiev  a  #15 
Fair«-hlld«j(> 
(ieiion .) unction  $!» 
Jolinson  C'lVi'k  ?r.'> 
Lone  K(M*k  ^U) 
Maz(>niani«>  ^.'> 
Mt>slne€'  iun) 
Ni>rth  Tn^'dom  ?ti> 
()rf()r(lvUU'*.">i) 
l»t.  NVashln*rlon  ?:>o 
Randolph  :^'i() 
Sryniour  Sr.'> 
Slu'll  Lak«'?HM> 
Shloi-ton  #:>!► 
Sprin>f  (iHMMi  ?>i.) 
Wosthy  ?I(X) 

Dotljffvllle  ?-itH) 
liillshoix)f2(N) 
La  Vallr«il.VJ 
Milton  Junction  ri:x) 
North  I'ond  (In  Lai- 
Dak  HrUI  #151) 
()«*(>noin<>\v<M* 
Oconto  ralK?144 
Oniro  #!.')«» 
I'lirk  Talis  ?:;,u 
l»rsl)iiir()#ri;i 
IN*\vanU«M'  ?I44 
liil»  L;iU«-?2(Ki 
Sonlli  Mll\v:ink»M'  .*2n(» 
TlM.ri) 

AI»hi)tNf(n-(l  #J4n 
IJ.'lh'vilh'  ^2m 
UiirtfonI  s;iiM) 
lioiifoM  .<»«>;» 
Mrnlll  .*i:>i> 
>iin«'r:il  I»<)liit  .*r>(t 
i'laliii'  <lii  Sac  ""i.')!) 
Shawano  .*.*{<»<» 
\Vhil«-i)all  T-:i:.n 

Arcadia  <>i»i> 

lUaclv  h'iv.'i-  lall>^:>(»n 


Rrodh«>ad  ^nn.i 
riintonvillc$«M 
Elkhorn  ?'>t)t» 
KillKUirn  #420 
Medfonl^TiOO 
M»*noniom»*'  Falls  lIKH 
MondovlSUi 
New  London  ^'»<> 
New  liichniond  ?4>*i> 
North  Milwaukee  ?4<K) 
lMattevnie?:xH) 
\V«*st  Allis^rxM* 
WeM  Hi'ndRiTx) 

Ashland  ?lJMh» 
|{a.M(>ld$l.()<)n 
Herlin  :K1.<NK) 
(\>lundKis:rl.U)() 
CinnluMland  ?1.(HK» 
l)arlhnfton:$l.<Hii) 
DuraiKl  ^T.'x* 
KdjTi'rton  ?U».M> 
Kvansville*l.(NH) 
rt.  Atkinson  "^twr 
(irand  Rapids  :?UHK> 
Hay  ward  :*l.U)n 
hulependence  i^Vx* 
Kewaunee  ^Vio 
Lady^nith  ?Ijnh» 
Lanc'aNter  ?»t«Mi 
Neiiisvllle^rxi:. 
IMynionth  ?t»?<2 
Re«>dsl)urir  "SkHJ 
Rice  Lake  .^UMM) 
irichland  Center  ^^I.CXHJ 
?lanley  MAW 
Tom  all  ?r.'>i> 
Vli-0(ina  ^^Lono 
\Vaui)aca  S>iH> 
Wanpnn  ?I.(MH> 
Waiiwato^a  ?I.n(H» 

AmiPro  ?l.r>no 
Uea\«  I-  Dam  tI.'>I 
1)1-  IN're.-l.i:i 
IludMMi  .-si.-jnii 
K'anUaiina  .*l.'i(Kt 
Lakf  (m'ih'\  a  .■?1.4<H". 
Mar^liH.-Id  :^1.4::; 
MOMI«M"  -^I.."><Hi 


O<*ontolLj00 
PortaifelL40U 
RilxnilL'JUO 
Sparta  11. 5(U 
StoutfhtonfLSOi) 
Slurjreoii  Bay  81.075 
Two  Rivers  ?Lil50 
Waukesha  ?L5(K) 
Whitewater  11,  a»0 

BaralKX)?l.K50 
RhinelaiulerfLWiO 
Stevens  Point  $2.<M> 
Washhurnfl.HOi) 
WaterlownftJ.tJiw 

Ai»plolonie..iiio 
Chippewa  Falls  «.12j 
Menasha|i2.422 
NeenahS2.523 
Wausau  $2.«»0 

Belolt  i4.0<)i) 
.lanesvllleM.lKK) 
LaCrosst^^.tNN) 
ManitowcK*^,  15(> 

Eau  Claire  r».<KiU 
Fond  du  Lac  $5.1)1)0 
(ireen  Bay#l.5(K» 
MarlneU<»$t.25t) 
<  >shkosh  r),(X)0 
ShelM>y»fanll,4W 

Madison  17.500 
Racine  f7. 500 
Superior  IN. 000 

Orrr  $10.11"" 

Kenosha  ^irtjk'ri) 
Mllwauk»'<'fi»4.:ia7 
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Sfatl.stirs  of  Libraries 


Thavki.i.\({  Liuhaky  Statistics 

LIhrarirs 

:h»  vol.  in>rari(>s 21s 

2:>  vol.  Ilhrarios .{0 

IMriioii  llbiarU's 17 

Chlldivii's  library's 8 

Ut'iUal  lllirarU". l.I 

Stmly  lihrarlivs (k> 

rii  Illuaiii'S  (1(H)  vols,  vdch) 10 

lU'llaiU'ous  (not  in  s<  ries) .'I 


rllsh 
rilsh 
rllsh 
rltsh 
rlish 
'li>li 


Tot ai Mm 

man J>5  (3. 46ii) 

wojriaii H(M  1 .  2<i()) 

Nh :>  (172) 

f*niian 

Total 13f»  (4. st»s) 

iirand  total :>01 


(irouiK 

Hooks 

•  •  ■  • 

12.3.W 

MiH) 

4:n 

344 

(151 

2.  li« 

1,001 

204 

18.(43 

114  (1.145) 

4.  (ill 

A)  (322) 

l.r»H2 

27  (27(0 

442 

10  (llti) 

1]({ 

181  (1.85H) 

(5.751 

181 

24.7i»4 

rUAVELIX(J    I.IRKAKY   STATIONS 

.Inly  1.  ll'07-.Inly  1.  IHOS 

NumlK^r  of  stations  .luly  1.  lrt»7 321 

Atldod  (luring;  .vi*nr t>l 

Discontinued  diirlnjrycar 7 

Ke-cslaldislu'd  diiriiiir  year 13 


Total  nurnlK'iJnly  1.  \ws. 


:u*8 


Total  (.'iHcri.ATioN 

July  I.  I«xt7-.luly  1.  ItKW 


Kng-lish  and  foreltrn.  Os.h*M 

Kn»rli>h  (trt»neral ) 

Town 

N«^w  \nxtk 

IMc-tion 

Vouiiir  folks 

Studv 


Total  Einrllsh 


(icnnan 

Srandlnavian 

!»ollsh 

Itolieinian 


Total  forcltrn 


:>2.4l51 

10.442 

4..'>l(t 

3.0(W 

1.25V2 

in*.') 


•  2,  i(U 

(J!*OUI)> 

18,243 

l.TrtL* 

.'),  050 

510 

470 

iH) 

243 

23. 7(V.3 


COI^XTY  TUA.  iliMS.:   LiHKAHIKS 

C'onnt.v. 


»»ml>ia 

Iki* 

^»n 

)*i>on 

^"lX)S.S«' 

fliiHti' 

»nio 

|atr(»  (no  report) 

K 

*^UH*aifau 

*'>i'l»a4ro  (no  report) 
txl 


Total. 


Total  no. 

Total  no. 

(Mn'ulatloi 

libraiics. 

stations. 

VMi  UH)7. 

IS 

13 

3.00S 

12 

11 

l.lkM 

:i.5 

20 

Is 

3.700 

•>•> 

21 

3.S07 

27 

31 

t>.  2,V> 

is 

10 

4. 773 

"i7 

17 

'4,"2<»3 

12 

1(» 

3,31H 

:c. 

'>•> 

2, 820 

2IS 

Iss 

:{»;,  4.30 

o 


2S 


Wisconsin  KRi-:ji  Liukaky  Commission 


Sfafistics  of  Lihrariis 


ClIUri.ATION  OF   Hl>i)KS 


VUv'f 

Vnl 

■«.  adih'il. 

'!'•»! til  VI 

\)iiK)t«rf»i-ii 

•Vi 

;;ij 

A  l;rniii:i  (nn  n-imrt 

■  •  •  ■ 

Ami  k'<» 

x^ 

.'(.(hi: 

Apph-lnii 

Atl 

io.:,iit 

An-julla 

l-Jl 

i.(i;4 

Asliianil 

.Vil 

:».L':;r 

A  viHTi  (iH)  n-iMui  1 

•  •  •  ■ 

it:irii)MK» 

.'iM» 

r..!4:i 

Ilayfirlil 

:iMi 

:i.:,s4 

Ui-avfi-  ham 

41** 

H.llTlJ 

U«-lli-\IIU- 

4r. 

L».  nc> 

Il.-Ii.l1 

:<rj 

ii.:ni 

IJ.-rlln 

I'jr. 

:(.*.<stt 

lilai-k  IJIv.T  I'alN    

L'jua 

|{ii-«i-(iIh'I 

1.27J» 

Kt-<>:|||i>a(l 

'■j:4 

1 .  .VJll 

i  i'iUiv  <iriivi'  i  no  ri-|KUl ) 

■  • 

■  ■  ■  ■ 

(■|ii|i|M'\va  I'alN 

."4: 

•».:;:«» 

rliiitiMivilli- 

I4ii 

v.i> 

r. ihv 

44 

HiH) 

(nlfax 

L»L»1» 

*  ■•luiiibns 

:t:4 

;t.47l 

CniiifM-rlaiHl 

2.i=C 

hailiiiirliiii 

•>; 

:{.m:i 

I>.-I:ifi«hl 

«i:l 

IHIN 

I>.*la\  ail 

1  uU\ 

'.».:c« 

I>«'  r»'n« 

:z'A\ 

4.44:1 

MiiiL'rN  llli> 

'SX, 

i.:iir 

I'liraml 

•1 

2. 17:1 

I\a-.!  MllwauUi-f 

247 

Man  t'lain- 

1.0,  iTi 

17.SV2 

Kcl^'i-rtdii 

41  f.' 

'2.  S44 

i;i«'\  ;i 

4:»7 

r.lUliart  LaUr 

(iiol  :.'i\i'n) 

lilizl 

KlUlMn-ii 

:i.  fviii 

Klniy 

1 .  :b»:i 

l-;\  a?iN\  illf 

r>t 

•J.!H7 

1  :ilr.-liil.l 

■  !.» 

:n» 

rmul  (III  La«- 

»*'.>;  I 

•J4.:{i>4 

1  "il    \iUiM'<'»ii 

i"* 

:i.4tti 

<  n'ii«i;i  Juin-i  i«iii 

i:;! 

<ii 

<iIiiilM-iil:ili 

.... 

71^ 

(  •||>|I\N<Nm|    (  (HI     |«'|N)|1    1.   . . 

■  ■  -  • 

<  iiMinl  Kai'iil-^ 

St: 

ti.  'I-2'2 

<i|ii'M  |{:i\ 

1  '.•> 

14.:>I7 

Marin.nl 

i".'.i 

i.thi; 

Haillari.l 

ir. 

l.nL'4 

H:i  \  w  aril 

".'is 

:;.s.»7 

IlilM.ir.i 

<n< 

i»  m>i»rt  > 

1.1  HU 

II. Hi 

1.;.-. 

1 .  4Ln» 

Iliiiiiiiivi||«'  ,          

:;_• 

4ii«) 

lllMl'MIII 

•Ml 

:;.:{;  7 

1  ih1i'|»'IhIi-iii'c 

4''l 

Hiti 

1  r«iiit«iii 

(iml 

ii'lMirii'il » 

iilKl 

.l:iiM-««\  ilh- 

1.  Ills 

'.1».  "JIL' 

.li'liiiMiii  (  v\fU 

(iKil 

iiiMMi<<h 

l\aiiK;iiiiia 

y*)^ 

:j.  liV! 

l\i-rMi>ii;| 

i.;r.)i 

is.;ur.> 

K'i'W  :iNni'«' 

Is- 

LulU'i 

KiJlHiiini    .... 

•_»•_•;  1 

::  !»:iN 

1  ,:i  <  It )">">••  .            

1    •>+ 

In.  Ni."» 

1  .:iil.\  «-riiil  h 

:uHt 

<:'.v) 

L:il\i'  <  ii'lM-Vii                  ... 

JiV. 

4.i;?» 

Ink.-  Mill^         

•.•;;♦ 

:.'.<)!' 

Lain'aNt.-r- 

1.".;' 

:.'.:;ss 

L:i  \all.- 

<»•» 

:t\^2 

1  .'>|M-    |.'il.-k 

7("« 

L...\al 



.\la<li<.i;ii 

•-'  :.!' 

hM-r. 

.Mrdiili  »«■>•■ 

.".r.' 

^.(w; 

MaiiiM-lli- 

\.i::\ 

i;:..vjn 

Mar-lili.l.l 

n-.' 

:i.:uvi 

Ma.wilN- 

.••> 

I  ii«ti 

M:i/i>m:ini»- 

:.- 

.iS'.' 

Mr.lfi.l.l 

. 

■.'.  •.■<•.» 

■  <  ir.-iilai  i'lii  ^iii.'i-  I  ihi 

■ii:ir.\ 

....   ,.fc,^ 

Ik>rn>wi»r.'i 

ClimlaliiHi 

STJ 

5,.T» 

■     V     ■     « 

•  ■  •  - 

:i.K*> 

:CAtQ 

M5H 

5.3» 

:».aH 

21. 461 

« • « ■ 

2.274 

■  •  •  ■ 

MS 

4.711: 

\.m:\ 

i7.4:.p 

t2» 

2.77^) 

•  K  w^V^ 

52.610 

1.^4 

Itl.VIO 

547 

it.745 

Mi 

■  •  ■  • 

rii» 

9.^ 

■  ■  ■  - 

4.341 

•  ■  ■  • 

40.t»l 

487 

5.  OKI 

244) 

\.Xfi 

173 

iWl 

1.171 

I8.S»( 

(t7U 

tf.nn 

I.  (lilt 

13.410 

210 

•4I»1 

(not  iriveii) 

(iiirt  irivrti* 

1.116 

211. 371; 

■  ■  ■  ■ 

5,717 

IH4 

H.;* 

fiS 

a)i 

A.1II4 

.%3(M 

l.TiXi 

iti.4i:i 

'M\ 

i.»i»» 

225 

(iiot  irlvi'ii' 

»i.i 

8.S14 

IQK 

5:(M 

1.U71 

14.  (C» 

aif) 

2.3* 

4.l4«t 

54.7^1 

iRCi 

11.541 

427 

3.*5 

(no  rpiKiil) 

diomn'ri' 

•  •  «  ■ 

2.3M1 

■  •  ■  • 

25.  IS" 

:Kri2« 

5H.5.-C 

i07 

9.»e 

:iia 

i.iw 

lUM 

14.131 

4(10 

2.1.V 

4ir» 

3.2111 

452 

2.SM3 

l.AiK 

20.946 

1H0 

2.2n»     , 

200 

(uoreiwri' 

Ti.  7d> 

«.0i"» 

22!» 

3H3 

I.OKt 

I8.46ii 

:».72o 

«».47t» 

ii2!» 

15.04:1 

sm; 

13.  Ml 

ii.:iin 

«.25l'     , 

7<Kri 

dwtirlvi'n' 

I.7WI 

I2.HS1 

J*7«i 

K-lOfl 

•IK) 

10.765 

.T7!» 

2.657 

lUU 

1.300 

11.747 

79.".wi 

:*.430 

45.1K7 

4. 72ii 

.■1I.74I 

1.H4:> 

21.1* 

GIO 

ri.oii* 

37.1 

:i.rt>2 

1..V21 

!».  U50 

?1 
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Statistics  of  Libraries 


C'lKcn.ATiox  OF  Hooks  -continued 

I'laco  Vols.  a«hlo(l        Total  vols.         Hori-owers 

1 471  :.»«)  1.5»4 

tm*e  Falls sk  21(»  :uji 

•n  if iV.n.»  1 2. 54)7  2. 37r. 

.'H>7  n.7(W  I.sTm 

uiirtioii i:ir»  210  Hw 

<w 12.2W  1«1.5J>7  1W.570 

Point 2:>.l  4.774  KlH 

I I.Vi  1.74i<  1.117 

."KiT*  i;.4:iO  l.«)7 

123  1.U70  MH) 

t«»5  10.K:>8  2.5rt2 

lie lit  2.8?3  2.319 

ndon ;«7  2.025  l.OSM 

'hmond 47ri  I .  MOl  838 

Olid  du  Lai* 

ivedoni .V.»  iWi  274 

1 1 1  wau  kt^e 2tVJ  1 .  370  ti42 

1 70  1.135  :i07 

owor 175  4.JK^  »12 

4JH  li.OlM  3,3H7 

Tails 11>  i70  382 

42  tm  :>20 

llh* 2i»  44K)  172 

1 1. 8.11  20.414  7.0)4 

lis 8;j  :m  3tiO 

) s  491  sm 

«M' 151>  I.HU  «J72 

lie 225  I.HU  1.8.3il 

th 41.S  2.M>  l.lHrt 

401  7.88  5  3,01'3 

ishiiitrton 55  iVM)  3L'9 

ilu  :  ac 1h3  UM  :t50 

25  .s(  0  :c»4 

'2.:W\  15.55'»  7.522 

ih ...  ...  21 S 

in? \<i  xim  1.288 

iid»-r 1517  4.1M4  2.2?W» 

f 94  540  .Ti5 

Uf 22,"  3.8tV>  l.:itit» 

d  ( VnttT 45i  3. o:ui  1 , 22*.i 

:j:u  4.«>i»i  n»i9 

!• :>9  TtH?        -  14« 

(> 275  1.2r7  1.42t» 

ran 1 .  l.')7  8.  '.V>7  5. 315 

i'«' •:.'>'.»  .rt>o  :i:ti» 

I ....  7i'>2  478 

ihvaukoi> .'Hi  44)0  280 

3M  i\.'X\A  1.724 

JnM«n s  «i:J7  27i> 

24l»  2.7SO  1.3«i:i 

P.»lnt VA  «1.4ltH  5.401 

on 2.53  3. 124i  2. 048 

M  Bav :i7o  1 , .Hit)  1 .  145 

\r\v 7o  «i"..7  314 

r I.4«V)  IH.OIHJ  9.  r,9 

^^7  1.2t»l  .'xio 

'ni*!; 12  2.*i4»  15 

'M:\  2.\'fl»  L.'Wi 

I'ers hi9  3.  mn>  .'i7«i 

I ;i:{«.»  3.313  1.027 

irn 4;o  4.57(»  I..5;iO 

K) \:\  !»1»2  .371 

>wii :ix7  .'..312  .i.:nn» 

iha 4»  s  ,;.(i7j  3.420 

•a :{«»■>  •;.2.')2  i.3so 

n jih;  .».  113  !.:«» 

I l.:W  5.  Kill  3.073 

ikee 3  ].y.is  340 

tosa 2:;i  5.211  Kr: 

Ills .'M>  .'Mm  .3I.'. 

*nd i.'>0  2..v.>;{  954 

. .  524  4sO 

all ii««  i.sjw  s»ni 

ater iTt  5.7so  3.32^ 


Chvulatlon 
25,401 

•  •  •  • 

47.853 
•23.279 

iW.iViti 
12. 14tl 
10.  lOl) 
25.902 

5,32*» 
.tt).925 
10. 104 

9.525 

8.045 

3.1*88 

5. 750 

3.728 
10.281 
37. 357 

3.414 

4.541 

H3!) 

1*2.303 

(not  fiivMi) 

10.559 

4.080 
17,461 
15.  .522 
:C.502 

•  •  '  • 

a.siii 

421. 

K15.7.59 
lo.tU-j 

22,H73 

2.5r.l 
18.  .35.3 
1.3.  lil^ 
15.178 

l.l»73 

0.813 
49.0S0 

(iiol  ifivcii) 
(nol  trivcii) 
27.445 
2.413* 
12.140 
70.501 
22.570 
15.  .373 
.3. 21 1 
.H8.  2M.3 
5,  !H5 
(not  urivcn) 
17.074 
I4.5(i0 
12.a-i4 
22.02:t 
(iiol  K-lv<>ri) 
.35.  .372 
27.  sot) 
1.5,029 
10.014 
.50.955 
10.005 
11.1»74 
(not  irivi'M 

9.  .577 
(not  trlv<*n) 
5,?£»\ 


:;n 


Wisconsin   Kk-i  i;  |jiii{.\::v  Chmmissiux 


Shiiisflcs  of  IJhrarits 


V.xv 


Alilinl^fiini. . . 

.\lMi;.'n 

\|>pl«-l<HI.  .    . 

An-iilia  ...    . 

\n|iI:iimI 

UiiralNMi 

ifaMithl..     . 
Itfitxi-r  l>ain   . .   . 
I(<>ll<-\ilh- ..     . 

IJi-lnit 

Ilcrliii 

IthM-k  Ulwv  r:itl« 

lt|-<Mi||i-;itl 

("iMlar  ciitivi- 

<'lii|>|ifu:i  r:ill.>. . 

Cliiildin  ill*' 

(■•i|li.\ 

Ct.lfav 

<'"luinliii>. . . 
('iiiiil>frlaii(l 
I  •arliic-'ioii   . 
I>4-latH'|(l 
|)<-la\aii.     . 
hi-  INn-    .... 

l>(Mlm-\nir... 

iMiraiid 

\:\\>\  MlluauUti- 
i-'aii  Chiiii-   .. 
i;<lt.TiiMii.. 

M«\a 

l-'lkhnil  LaU«- 

r.lMioin 

nr...\ 

I'. \  ;iii-.\  ill«- 

i;:iir.  I.il.l       ..      . 

I'dikI  <ln  l.ar. 

I  <>rl    \i  li'ui'^iiii    , 

<  ii'ih  i;i  .1  mil''  inn. 

<  i|i*iil»-ii  hill  . 

( •iMMil  K':i|>iil'> 

ll:irir..nl 
I  l:irl  laii'i .  . 
M:i\  \\  III  -i 
MiIMm.i,. 
1  |i'ri««'ii      .    . 
I |i.t-i'>ii\  il ii  . 

I  I  In  i-"|.. 

1   II'  .'!•!    i'illl     lll'l 

l!'.::l'-l- 

.1  -.i,.-^-.  ::i. 

.  1 1 )  ■ .  r.  «-■  ■  1 1  •  '  n  ■  ■ ' . . 

I\    :  I.  U    I  I  III. I 
K  '11-  —ill 

l\<    'A  .III  IM   • 

l\  l""«'  i:il    ■ 
I  , 'I    I     ;■■>.«■ 

1    i-i    -I  =:  i| 

I  .   il->       I  il    III    \     ■ 

1. :■;■.-  M.,;- 
I..I..  .-  =  .  I 

I   :•   \  :ii!< 
I  I  III  I    U'l ..  1, 

I.-.-.  :i- 

^l  H i.-i -il . 

^l  .1 1 :  i  il  >■.'.■  ■■• 
M..I1:  .:'. 
M:,|-     Ii.  ..I 
\l-.v   S  .Ii4- 

\1  ;i/i  iili:!  1-  <■ 
M.-..l<  fi 
\liiii  ^:-i 

M<  •  .  i|ii.  ii.i'i     I    ::  ;t 

\\>  111  ill.'  -r  ■ 
\|.|illJ     . 


'^:^I»lTI•|{^:^i  n>n 

H<N)KS 

li*»:-t»N 

'■■■'■ '""••^^     IK-rii'-lii-als 

Tor 
Miidliifr 

TuUl  Imok 
e.tiMMicli- 

-^I  "J*;  (iiii*.  iMTifMllcalNi 

■  *  ■  • 

?4ii:h 

i:;i>  tii 

:-7-'  i:{ 

A»7  «i.> 

Ml  1(4 

:ltj  ii4 

•^»  mt 

1:1  W 

tlOsI 

1'.'.'.  IV 

\:  sji 

*Ai  iCl 

SV.M 

.^l  "4 

t;  ."0 

•  ■  ■  ■ 

458  .>t 

!•:;'.•  ^«« 

:>:.'  'Ai 

vj  'M 

i.nra  M 

1  •■*       1  !'■ 

:'«•  o:t 

■  ■  •  ■ 

Itll  iw 

v\^  ;"iiii<M)i 

•rMMiii'al.si   < 

iii>!  jrlviMij 

4iwr-' 

41'  iij 

«V  \%) 

■    a    ■    • 

55  tC 

i.i:r  4«' 

lii*   HI 

*jio  :«! 

I.tW7.V 

L'4:t '.»:: 

U\  !'•» 

:>K  in) 

318  !M 

:i  :u\ 

•j;  m 

•  ■  ■  ■ 

W2i 

K.i  'V 

:a  r>o 

L'4  ::i 

sn  4:1 

:.'.»>«  '.'•• 

!•■.•  \*» 

L'jo'oi 

tfI2"tW 

ll!i  VA 

i:»  4<» 

1.14  ^i 

••i;  :,r 

• . 

■  ■  ■  . 

'M  ."iT 

<  r.i>\  iriviii  > 

.... 

■  » •  - 

•  ■  •  • 

14:{  •:: 

^i  :l'> 

Xi  HI) 

*s:i  4J 

1>J  '.'«• 

.vj  :u; 

11    1H 

247  iW 

•:>  'M 

tS  '»'l 

4.%  :ki 

:a«  II* 

(Mill  ri-iHMliiIi 

, 

.... 

•  ■  ■  • 

(iKil  rc|»»i-ti  i|) 

•    ■    ■    ■ 

.... 

■  •  - 

v;::  II 

4s  j.i 

i:.r  -•<•» 

44:1 1'.) 

;•! :-» 

Ill  :i«i 

11 ;;  ;•: 

•N  ('.I 

40  :*^ 

iv;  *: 

'. n-il  M-iioit«  (1 1 

.... 

.  . 

i;:i'>  < ; 

::ni  4:5 

:zx-2  4.'. 

i.*j»i«« '.'.". 

.■;i  '.'. 

•  M          mm 

» 

:i4  !•!• 

414  <>■• 

<  MOl   :.'-i\   -Il  1 

(i."l  ii|.'»ii««l  1 

■  . 

. 

\y\  .".,"• 

t^  :i:. 

;••:.•  -n 

i;v  '■'■ 

:'^  1^ 

:',n  <i 

::;••  «■:■■ 

.  *•  *^ ' 

}l'    Vi 

'.»-J';k' 

•jr:  "i 

■-'I  ;i 

. .  . 

■ji  :i 

..  .;  .".'.' 

no  in 

14:: ««» 

SHi  I'.' 

•>i  •■; 

:.'."  ^.'i 

;k;  -j; 

:is-.»  IV 

'■:  \.\ 

«i  4(1 

Im'  XI 

(  l-n!    Ii|>(i|  Il  <1  • 

.... 

;i.-.  > 

i'.n»  -.•; 

•:o:  lUi 

l.I«»M 

1  llil « -1 

h^  ;■.' 

:};i  )i> 

I.iW  11- 

;.■.'  '.»< 

. 

iis  4:1 

121  44 

1  III  it  ■_■! .  <i: ' 

'  ■  ■  . 

■  '  - 

ir.)  It 

.v"t  III 

;ai  HI 

'2M  M 

(  i-i  .1  i:i  \  I'll : 

U  \o 

.... 

44  lu 

:.i  i\ 

.1;  Ni     liri 

-l.iiiiKliiitr) 

112  -J 

:>  *•! 

•  ■  ■  • 

2«  N» 

•  111  .'.. 

::.  iv 

i*--'  4:> 

r:  <» 

:-j:  v. 

'i  '.  .."> 

,     , 

:iVi  l^ 

'   11 .!  t:  i  \  .11  ■ 

■     m     .      . 

a  ■  ■   ■ 

■'. '   ;; 

ii'.i  i:. 

•j:i  10 

«:i  .> 

.  :h» 

■  •  •  • 

:  :*• 

•  r...  ;  1 

:;•.'  r.i 

w «» 

4<rj  41 

1  i.iii  '.. 

■.■<NI   .'ill 

:!71  «r.» 

2.211  :: 

VI  1     1  1.  , 

la'  1:. 

1.')  (ill 

.     1251V 

■  'i  ■ ,  ■  1 1 

1;;  7i» 

21  It  W 

1  1 ; :  : . 

■j'l  ;5'» 

:M7'ro 

i.««i  r 

:\-.  1  i 

..<>  •».» 

■M  -'1 

:>a  •::• 

.■.■■■  ii; 

,  •     •  •  1  '    ■       1    ■ 

••'1    li."» 

-1>  iiT* 

:t7  j  :m 

1    1   ■■' 

II  :hi 

4:»  -jji 

21SJ4 

1   ■■.! 
I  .  ■  ■     i  .  ■■ 

— 

41  t!l 

■  «  •  ■ 

!   ■■: ;  •»  ( 

."i" "  ■.■-' 

iMii  .*»: 

:i,2ii'^ 

■  :'■■    ■■■" 

Ill  111 

i::i  svi 

:.75  2.' 

■  •.  ■  .   !  ; 

ii'.'i  :;•» 

m  111 

1.23SW 

'i.'    (■.- 

:•.■  i».-. 

jm  ai 

42lt»>i 

.1    II 

1  ."n 

•  ■  ■  ■ 

2!»2: 

"•  ill 

"*  ."ill 

4«i  J(^ 

."  .  '  •  • 

■ ,.  I'll 

•K  IM 

^»    i. 

.  ■ '  ■.  ."i 

.V.»'jK 

■RM  :i« 

.1        , . 

'.    1' ' 

l<  Il  Jl' 

■  I     .  I  \  t   1 1 
■■I        *  I 


!■■  ;; 


l.ki  !»2 


4.'n'  > 


CHILDREN'S   ROOM— rUBI.IC    LinRAKV.    DAHI.lXfiTON. 


Bt 


/ 


t 


SkVKNTH    I^IKNNIAL    KePORT 


31 
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EXPEXniTURKR   KOU    HOOKH^  -CotltllUU'd 

i.\v,.  Imw^i-^  I* or  For 

on srr*  :k>               

UKH:^:  75          ^l,4JW57           fl.OW)  IM 

1 I.Y>  01  ....  17  75 

125  :J2  42  !H) 

404  50  8180  133  54 

24  22  50  H5  14  IH 

488  51  88  15  132  77 

45  H2  18  23  lOG  15 

13»i  42  25  rtO  25  5«) 

Ml 350  57  31  00  2rt  00 

u  Lac —                    

m :«  70  lU  85  I  22 

ike«' 213  «H  0  45 

5«  50  7  \V2 

(not  »riv<'ii)  7  30         (nottriven) 

277  75  77  45  *«  80 

IM  07  17  20 

M)  W  (Inc.  iK»rlo<llr  alsan<l  hintiinir) 

22  8,) 

'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'.'.'..  1.005  41  itni  58  t«4  :Vi 

52  113  Hi  10 

(not  an.v)                

110  00  5  OO 

174  24  12  (15  25  JH» 

314  20  :W  13  5.3  ;t> 

344  7»i  m  15  10  45 

ton (not  re|K)rt»'(l)         

<• S.3  53  15  70 

20  10 

1 . 7.S5  25  215  (»3  48.3  40 

(not  ^^ivrn)              

171  75  (inr.  |M'Ho<IiruIs)            

325  Hs  .->2  55  i:>4  40 

77  OS  n   15  10  30 

210  10  44  U)  28  0»» 

ler 32N  7s  52  35  IH  10 

30  (»0  52  00  137  00 

45  41 

170  2s  23  :i5 

^ 1 .  SXi  70  S<J  25  24J>  74 

0  70  3  HI 

(no!  i-<'|K)itr<l)          

lk«*i' 40  50  ....  18  70 

:  313  IV  i\\  ::,  78  03 

14  4x  25  OO 

KHl  40  :h>  15  2,3  ;i5 

L'40  y»  SI  5«»  01  30 

312  S.3  ;'2  (H>  l«N)  (14 

301   00  (•]   40  M  7l» 

42  40  ....  20  (W 

1 .  I4S  .31  273  «)(»  X\H  21 

25  («>                      ...        . 

27^  .52  2*J  10  H4  45 

15t  (W  .")»;  It;  17  25 

|s2  <'.5  Is  75  ;»s  40 

Xi'J  I**  r»7  W  5.S  75 

(  111)1    T'T'-ltt  <l  )  .... 

;ks  jh  \m)  \h\  51  .{«• 

•::ui  05  :J2  >5  2('5  00 

IL'O  4o  51  (!(»  43  30 

10.3  :k  It)  70  4t)  H<» 

'.»t;5»  12  132  20  :3  57 

(iK't   IflMillrd )  ...  .... 

'.'(M  02  70  .'»<»                     

15  (10                      :»o  iH) 

I2t;  .55  .30  .v I  :Ci  75 

70  (HI  ....  .... 

13!'  '.»•.»  23  .'>0  Iti  SO 

;'4»n»'.'  til  25  7*^55 


Total  iKwk 

I'XUt'ndi- 

tuifs" 

.f125 

Xi 

12,03:{  50 

152 

70 

1H8  22 

700  H4 

07 

75 

709  43 

170  20 

187 

52 

407 

57 

51 

'77 

223  a» 

M 

21 

0m 

1 

30 

417 

00 

25 

27 

44)  Oi» 

22 

K) 

2.822 

31 

d8 

73 

115 

(V) 

212 

10 

40:^«7 

448  3(i 

OlV 

23 

20 

10 

2. 48:^  08 

171 

75 

532  02 

1(4  83 

282 

2i» 

475 

Z\ 

210  00 

45 

41 

V.K\  |J,3 

I.50l> 

78 

12 

70 

OS 

•io 

4^>;^  07 

30 

48 

180 

20 

o*S»2 

(io 

504 
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Statistics  of  Libraries 


Receipts  or  PrBLio  Libraries— continued 

1907-08 


Annual  tax 
levy. 

3, 150  00 

*4,250  00 

>  report) — 

1,472  95 

v^'.'.'.'.v^.'^....... ...........  5600 

500  00 

2.422  41 

^aiis''!'^"*'!"i!!^^^"""i'ii  304  30 

p) 

250  00 

ion 150  00 

64.507  24 

t 250  00 

^0  00 

1,500  00 

100  00 

2,523  19 

565  03 

450  00 

id 485  83 

u  La<r  (no  report) — 

m 40  00 

ikee 400  00 

150  00 

(a) 

1.500  00 

144  00 

150  00 

50  00 

5,000  (K) 

.300  00 

125  00 

144  (X) 

500  00 

982  50 

1.400  00 

ton' 50  00 

3 250  00 

■ntly  organized) — 

'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'...  7,500  00 

50  00 

(M)0  00 

1.8<>0  00 

200  (X) 

l.OtW  00 

ter 1.0(X)  00 

1,200  00 

75  OO 

3a»  00 

4, 4.H1»  82 

UKKH) 

50  00 

ikee 2(X)  00 

1.500  00 

00  00 

1.000  00 

2.  (XX)  (K) 

1 ,  3rx)  00 

1 . 075  00 

''^'^['^'[[[[^'^''[[''.ll'.'.'.'.'.'.  8.000 '66 

ort) 

(a) 

750  00 

1,050  00 

1,(XX)  00 

hmo  00 

'.'.'.['.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'...'.'.'..'.'..'.'.'.'..'.'.'.  2,o(X)'66 

ion.       J3  Proprietary.       *< School  control. 


Other  receipts 

includinff 

unexpended 

Total  receipts 

balance. 

1907-08. 

810  10 

3,960  10 

S341  09 

14,591  09 

1,52909 

3, 002  04 

418  31 

418  31 

80  00 

1.30  0») 

.35  98 

5.35  98 

2.590  .57 

5,012  98 



304  36 

786' i2 

l,03tri2 

48  55 

198  55 

40.560  12 

105,067  36 

.505  59 

755  59 

253  84 

603  84 

24  79 

1,524  79 

999  .30 

1,099  .30 

567  68 

3.090  87 

531  9t> 

1,096  99 

384  7ti 

8.34  76 

4.53  98 

939  81 

7i'6i 

•  «  •  • 

111  61 

1.52  82 

552  82 

76  84 

226  84 

55  37 

55  37 

1.120  13 

2,620  13 

69  13 

213  13 

133  77 

28:^  77 

83  54 

133  54 

5,739  49 

10,739  49 

■  •  •  • 

300  (X) 

66  tW 

191  60 

161  (X) 

:i05  00 

554  20 

1.054  29 

219  59 

1.202  09 

831  09 

2,231  09 

6  (XI 

56  00 

210  10 

460  10 

66*70 

66'76 

8,227  60 

15.727  60 

•  •  •  • 

50  Ot) 

525  74 

1,125  74 

1.090  69 

2,890  09 

13  58 

213  58 

208  82 

1,208  82 

133  24 

1,133  24 

184  00 

1,384  00 

102  99 

177  99 

338  29 

638  29 

3, 080  07 

7,ii69  89 

223  32 

323  32 

200 

52  00 

68  42 

268  42 

1. 125  78 

2.625  78 

7  00 

67  00 

838  51 

1,8:«  51 

1,828  03 

3.828  03 

1,(XJ8  .33 

2,368  33 

807  42 

1.882  42 

120  89 

120  89 

5.611  15 

13.611  15 

27 '6(') 

27 '6c') 

611  14 

1,361  14 

625  96 

1,675  96 

703  15 

1,703  15 

34  48 

1,834  48 

2.148  96 


4, 148  96 
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Receipts  or  Public  Libbaribs— continued 


1807-06 , 


Annual  tax 

Place.  levy.' 

Waukesha  $1.50000 

Waupaca flOO  00 

Waupun   1.00000 

WauBau 2,00000 

Wausaukee  (p) 

Wauwatosa 1.000  00 

West  All  Is 500  00 

West  Bend 350  50 

Westby 100  00 

Whitehall 250  00 

Whitewater 1. 200  00 

P  Proprietary. 


Other  receipts 
Includlnir 

unexpended    Tot«l  receipts 
balance.  1907-06. 


n.2M44 

12,764  44 

laooo 

730  00 

1.074  23 

2.674  23 

5.186  77 

8.066  77 

•  •  •  ■ 

086  vB 

■  ■  •  • 

1,686  68 

100  00 

600  00 

S71  12 

72162 

•  •  • 

100  00 

760  43 

1,090  43 

606  20 

2.006  20 

College  and  Academy  Libbaribs 

June  30.  1906 


Library 

Lawi*eucc  University.  Appleton 

Northland  College,  Ashland 

Wayland  Academy,  Beaver  Dam 

Beioit  Coliefire.  Beioit 

St.  Joim's  Military  Academy.  Delafleld 

Grafton  Hall,  Fond  du  Lac 

Hillside  Home,  Hillside 

Milton  Colleire.  Milton 

Com^ordia  C'ollejfe,  Milwaukee 

Maniuette Coliefire,  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Acrademy,  Milwaukee 

Milwaukt»e  Downer  Col leire,  Milwaukee 

rit.  Lawrence  Collesr*?.  Mt.  Calvary 

Sacre<l  Heart  Colleijre,  Prairie  du  Chien 

Kacine  College,  Racine 

St.  Catherine's  Academy,  Racine 

Ripon  Collejre.  Ripon 

Catholic  Normal  School.  St.  Francis 

St.  Clara  Female  Aca<lenxv,  Sinsinawa 

Northwestern  I'niversity,  Watertown 

Sacred  Heart  Collejre.  Watertown 

Carroll  Colletre,  Waukesha 


Librarian 

Zella  A.  Smith 
M.  J.  Fenenffa 
Edwin  Jennings 
James  A.  Blaisdell 
Madame  Kate  Hfturer 
Jean  Dodd 
Marie  Tollefaon 
Edwin  Shaw 
Otto  Hattetaedt 
H.  S.  Spauldinir 
Julius  H.  Pratt 
Florence  E.  Weiasert 
Rev.  Leo  Steinburr 
Rev.  J.  Homing 
Clara  L.  Robinaon 
Sr.  M.  Theophila 
Florence  C.  Hays 
Rev.  J.  M.  Kasel 
Sr.  Mary  Camillas 
J.H.  Ott 

Amanda  Flattery 


No.  voli. 

24.06$ 
8.000 
2.00D 

30.500 
3.000 
2.000 
2,000 
8.300 
6.500 
18,000 
1.900 


12.000 
J1.000 
3.735 
15,000 
6.O07 
3.785 
7.480 
tB» 
4.O0O 
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CouNTixs  IN  Which  Libraries  Are  Located 

Adams  County 

Fond  du  Lac  County— Con. 

Milwaukee  County 

None 

North  Fond  du  Lac 

East  Milwaukee 

« 

Oakfield 

Milwaukee 

AsMand  County 

Kipon 

North  Milwaukee 

Ashland 

Waupun 

South  Milwaukee 
Wauwatosa 

Barron  County 

Forest  CtMinty 

West  Allls 

Cumberland 

None 

Ulce  Lake 

Monroe  County 

Grant  County 

Sparta 

Bayfield  County 

Bosoobel 

Tom  ah 

Bayfield 

Lancaster 

Washburn 

Plattevllle 

Oconto  County 
Oconto 

Brown  County 

Crrc^n  County 

Oconto  Falls                 > 

De  I»^re 

Brodhead 

Green  Bay 

Monroe 

Otieida  County                    ' 
Rhinelander 

Buffalo  Couitty 

Green  Lake  County 

Mondovi 

Berlin 

Outagamie  County 
Appleton 

Burtiett  County 

Iowa  County 

UortonviUe 

None 

Avoca 

Kaukauna 

Dodiyeville 

Seymour 

Calumet  Ctmnty 

Mineral  Point 

Shiocton 

None 

Iron  Cminty 

Ozaukee  County 

Chippewa  County 

None 

Pt.  Washinirton 

Chippewa  Falls 

Stanley 

JacksMi  County 

PeiHn  County 

Black  River  Falls 

Durand 

Clark  County 

AbboUford 

Jeffersofi  County 

Pierce  County                     t 

Loyal 

Ft.  Atkinson 

Prescott 

NelllsTille 

Jefferson 

Thorp 

Johnson  Creek 

Polk  County 

Lake  Mills 

None 

Columl)ia  County 

Waterloo 

Columbus 

Watertown 

Portage  dmnty 

Kilboum 

Stevens  Point 

Portage 

Juneau  County 

Elroy 

Price  County 

Crawford  Ctmnty 

Park  Falls 

Prairie  du  Chien 

Kewtsha  Ctiunty 
Kenosha 

Phillips 

Dane  Ctmnty 

Racine  dmnty 

Belleville 

Kewaunee  County 

BurliniTton 

Madison 

AlfToma 

Racine 

Mazomanie 

Kewaunee 

Htousrhton 
Sun  Prairie 

Richland  County 

La  C rouse  County 

Lone  Rock 

Token  Creek 

La  Crosse 

liichland  Center 

Dodge  County 
Beaver  Dam 

La  Fayette  County 

Rock  County 

Darlini^ou 

Belolt 

Horicon 

Etltferton 

Mayville 

Langlade  County 

Evansville 

Randolph 

Antljfo 

Footville 
Janesville 

Door  County 

Lincoln  County 

Milton  Junction 

Sturireon  Bay 

Merrill 

4)rfordville 

J>ougUw  County 
Superior 

Ma  nitnwoc  Coun  t  y 

Rusk  Cminty 

Manitowoc 

Ladysmith 

Two  Rivers 

Jhinn  Ctmnty 

St.  Vrttix  dmnty 

Colfax 

Marathon  County 

(ilenwood 

Menomonie 

Colby 

}{udson 

Mosinee 

New  Richmond 

-£au  Claire  County 

Wausau 

Eau  Claire 

Sauk  County 

Falrchild 

Marinette  County 

Baraboo 

Marinette 

I  ronton 

^Icrenee  County 

Peshti«ro 

La  Valle 

None 

Wausaukee 

North  Freedom 
Prairie  du  Sac 

-Pond  du  Lac  County 

Marquette  County 

ReedsbuTg 

Fond  du  Lac 

None 

8pT\ng  GTe.etx 
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OoiTNTiES  IN  Which  Libraries  Are  Locatei>— continued 


SatPVer  Count  u 
Hayward 

Shawano  County 
Shawano 

Sheboygan  Omnty 
CHiar  (irove 
Elkhart 
(ilenlu>ulah 
()ostbur»f 
PlymoiUh 
Sheboyjran 

TayUtr  Ctninty 
Med  ford 
Rib  Lake 

Trcmpealfau  County 
Arcadia 
Eleva 

Indepeiidenco 
Whitehall 


Vernon  County 
HlUsl)oro 
VlroQua 
West  by 

Vilas  County 
None 

Walwtyrth  Cimnty 
l>elavan 
Elkhorn 
(lenoa  Junction 
Lake  Geneva 
Whitewater 
Williams  Bay 

}VaMhhurn  County 
Shell  Lake 

Wa^thington  County 
Hartford 
W'esl  Bend 

Wauhe^hn  County 
Delafleld 


Waukesha  Omnty— Cod. 
Uartland 
Menomonee  Falls 
Oconomowoc 
Pewaukee 
W^aukesha 

Waupae-a  County 
CUntonville 
New  London 
Waupaca 

Wawthara  County 
None 

Winnebago  County 
Menasha 
Neenah 
Omro 
Oshkosh 

Wood  Cminty 
Grand  Rapids 
Marshfield 


Pfblio  Libraries  of  Wisconsin 

June  30,  1W8 

AhhotxUml.    Poimlatlon  8iW 

Public  iiijrary    Sarali  Hanson,  llltrarlan;  W.  9.  Bailey,  president  and  chairman  of 

Ixxik  committee;  M.  W.  DcLap,  secretary 
Located  in  city  hall 
Books  -no.  volumes  776:  no.  borrowers  373;  annual  circulation  5,333 

Algoma.    Population  2. (XVS 
Free  public  library 

Antigo.    PopulatiouB.iVwJ 

Free  public,  library  -Florence  C.  Farnliam,  librarian;  F.  J.  Flnuc&ne.  preslaeni 

and  chairman  of  1kk:>1\  committee;  (■.  O.  Marsh,  secretary 
Buildliik'— erected  llHK).  cost.  ?15,lKM):  «rlft   of  Andrew  Carnetrle;  A.  D.  Conorer, 

Madison,  architect 
Bool<s-no.  volumes  3,ik»7;  no.  l)orro we rs  4.425;  circulation  24,773 

Applctou.    Population  17.000 

Free  pul>lic  lii)rary— Annies  L.  Dwifflit.  lil)rarian:  Georgre  C.  Jones,  president,  r.3« 

Bradford,  secretary:  ().  E.  Clark,  chairman  of  lxx)k  committee  . 

Buildlntr— erected  liXH);  cost,  ;MO.(KK):  irift  of  city;  \\.  A.  Holbrook.  Milwaukee,  ana 

Herman  Wildha^'en.  Appleton.  architects 
Books    no.  volumes  10.520:  no.  »K)rrowers  3,830:  circulation  S2,483 

Arcoilia.    Population  1.:^I6 

Free  public  library— Louise  (lasser,  librarian:  Emll  Madrer,  president:  F.  »■• 

Richmond,  secretary;  Sophia  J.  Pi*octor.  chairman  of  book  committee. 
Bulldintf -erected  19n6:  cost.  ?5.(K)0:  trift  of  Andrew  Carne«rie 
Hooks— no.  volumes  l.t>74:  no.  ))orrowers  S58:  circulation  5.336 

Aahliiud.    Population  14.511> 

Vaufcrhn  pu»>llc  lil^rary— Cecile  M.  Fennelly.  librarian;   8.  S.  Fifleld.  presiaen*' 

(i.  F.  Merrill,  secretary:  C\  A.  Lamoreaux,  chairman  of  book  committee. 
Lo<:ated  in  business  l)lock.  revenue  from  which  supiwrts  library 
B(X)ks— no.  volumes  5,237:  no.  Ixirrowers  3,264;  circulation  21,461 

Barahoo.    Population  5.S.35 

Free  pui)lic  library-Kate  M.  Potter,  librarian;  R.  B.  Gri^irs,  president;  S.  L.  »•** 

Orden,  secretary:  Mrs.  J.  E.  Knsrllsh.  chairman  of  lKX)k  committee  ,- 

Bulldlntr— erected  19(\3:  cost  S15.000,  tri ft  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Claude  &  8*»'*^*' 

Madison,  architects 
Books-no.  volumes  6,\H3;  no.  A)OT\*o\vers  2,274:  circulation  29,373. 
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Bayfield.    Population  1.689 

Carneisrie  library— Katherine  Mussell.  librarian;    H.  J.  Wacksmuth,   president; 

Theo.  Wieland,  secretary:  H.  P.  Hale,  chairman  of  book  committee 
Buildinfir— erected  1903,  cost  $10,000,  irlft  of  Andrew  Cametrie;  Henry  Wildhacen, 

Ashland,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes,  3,584;  no.  borrowers,  868;  circulation,  4,7tJ7 

Beaver  Dam.    Population  ."i.eiS 

Williams  free  library— Hattte  A.  Doollttle,  librarian;  H.  B.  Hubbell,  president 
and  chairman  of  lxx)k  committee:  J.  E.  McClure,  secretary 

Building— erected  1891 ;  cost  125,000.  g\ti  of  J.  J.  Williams;  E.  T.  Mix  &  Co.,  Milwau- 
kee, architects 

Books— no.  volumes  8,076;  no.  borrowers  1.553;  circulation  27,438 

BelUvilk.    Population  423 

Free  library— Mrs.  Grace  Knox,  librarian;  R.  C.  Oliver,  president;  J.  W.  DeWltt, 

secretar    and  chairman  of  book  committee 
Located  in  t  wn  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  2.195;  no.  borrowers  129;  circulation  2,770 

Beloit.    Population  12,855 

Public  library— Martha  W.  Bell,  librarian;  F.  N.  Strong:,  president;  G.  B.  Inger- 

soll,  secretary;  R.  J.  Burdire.  chairman  of  book  committee 
Buildiii^r— erected  1903;  cost  $25,000,  jrlft  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Patton  &  Miller, 

ChicasTO,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  11,350;  no.  l^orrowers  5,548;  circulation  52.610 

Berlin.    Population  4,638 

Public  library— Margaret  Blggert.  librarian;  Mrs.  C.  8.  Morris,  president  and 

chairman  of  lKX)k  committee;  Miss  FitzMaurice,  secretary 
Building— erected  1904:  cost  110,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  H.  A.  Foeller,  Green 

Bay,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  3.989;  no.  l)orrowers  1,384:  circulation  16.010 

Black  River  FalU.    Population  1,946 

Free  public  library— Anna  C.  Wylie,  librarian;  J.  H.  Mills,  president;  Mrs.  Lulu 
Cumnock,  secretary:  Mrs.  C.  .1.  Van  Schaick,  chairman  of  book  committee 

Located  in 

Books— no.  volumes  2.062;  no.  Iwrrowers  547;  circulation  8.745 

Brodhead.    Population  1.667 

Free  public  library— Winnie  Bucklln.  librarian:  A.  S.  Moore,  president  and  chair- 
man lKX)k  committee:  W.  H.  Fleek,  st^cretary 
Located  in  city  hall. 
Books— no.  volumes  1,520:  no.  borrowers  6tS;  circulation,  9,254 

Burlifigton.    Population  2.625 

Library  association— Alma  Neuhaus.  librarian 
Lo<.^ated  in  Business  Men's  club  house 

Chippewa  Fallt*.    Population  9,00*» 

Public  library— Mi-s.  Anna  C.  Bronsky.  librarian;   Dr.  W.  H.  Bailey,  president; 

J.  A.  Heydel,  secretary:  J.  A.  Anderson,  chairman  Ixxjk  committee 
Building— erected  1901:  cost.  #20,tK)0,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  F.  D.  Orff,  Mlnne- 

aiK)lis,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  8,350;  no.  bori-owers  4.341:  circulation  40.661 

ClinUmville.    Population  1.8,^ 

Free  library— Emelliie  .Sedgwick,  librarian:  O.  L.  Olin,  president;  F.  A.  Sedgwick, 

president  and  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  cit.v  hall. 
Books— no.  volumes  828;  no.  borrowers  487;  circulation  5,053 

Colby.    Population  584 

Free  public  library— Mrs.  Etta  E.  Grimes,  librarian,  seci*etary,  and  chairman  book 

committee;  E.  V.  Kautsky.  president 
Located  in  city  hall 
Books — no.  volumes  800:  no.  bori-owei-s  240;  circulation  1.366 

Colfax.    Population  640 

Free  public  library— A.  R.  Wildes,  librarian 

Located  in  bank  building. 

Books— no.  volumes  229;  no.  lx>rrowers  175;  circulation  669 
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Cohinibw,    Population  2.388 

Fn'e  public  library— Nellie  A.  LoomiH.  librarian:  P.  A.  Chadboum.  president: 

II.  J.  Weldemanii,  He<rretary :  Fred  Thom.son.  chairman  book  committee 
Loi;ated  In  city  hall 
Book."*— no.  volu ins  3.471:  no.  borrowers  1.171:  circulation  18,299 

Cuml}erland.    Population  1.493 

Free  library— Mrs.  (i.  E.  Carr,  librarian:  Dr.  W.  B.  Hopkins,  president;  Mrs.  II. 

Pankey.  secretary 
Buildinif  -erected  IJWB:  cost.  $10,000:  jflft  of  Andrew  Cameffie;  C.  H.  Patache.  Fair- 
mount.  Minn,  .architect 
Books— no.  volumes  2.637:  no.  l)orrowers  670;  circulation  9,704 

Darlington.    Population  1.84:^ 

Public  library  -Isaliella  Bird,  librarian  and  secretary:  P.  A.  Orton.  president. 
Bulldinif— 4»rected  1905:  cost  $10,000,  jrlft  of  Andrew  Camerie:  Claude  &  Starcic 

Madison.  ar<rhlte<'ts 
Books— no.  volumes  :i,«l 3:  no.  borrowers  1,016:  cln^ulation  12,410 

Dcla.fUld.    Population  tvC 

Pul>llc  library— Laura  Lidicker,  librarian:  L.  R.  Whitney,  secretarj'. 

Ixx'ated  in  city  hall 

Books    no.  voluii  '^6.>H:  ii).  borrowers 210:  circulation 491 

Delnvan.    Population  2..321 

Aram  public  lU»rary— Laura  F.  Amrell.  librarian:  A.  H.  AlU*n,  president:  S.  t. 

Wadniund.  secretary:  W.  A.  Cochrane,  chairman  Iwok  committee  ,   . 

BulldinK'-ei-ected  1907:  cost  $20,000:  jfift  of  James  Aram  and  cltixens:  Claade& 

Starck.  .Madison,  an-hitects 
B<x)ks-no.  volumes  2.332 

Deprri'.    P*)piilalion  4..')23  ^   . 

Public  library— Helen  S.  Mathews,  librarian:   M.  J.  Maes,  president:  Eliiabetli 

Smith,  secretary:  L.  L.  Tessler,  chairman  lx)ok  committee 
Ixx'aled  In  <*lty  hall 
Bcx)ks— no.  volumes  4.443:  no.  borrowers  1.110:  circulation  20.376 

DiHluevUh.    Population  2.1.52 

Public  library    Mrs.  K.  Lane,  librarian:   W.H.Thomas,  president:  T.  M.  J*tron« 

sei-retary:  .Mi-s.  T.  B.  Davis,  chairman  Uxjk  committee 
Loi'atcd  in  city  hall 
Books  no.  volumes.  1,317:  circulation,  .V717. 

Durawi.    Poinilation  l..Y>l> 

Free  library -Mrs.   E.  M.  Dunlop.  librarian:   D.  E.  KLser.  president:  Mrs.  A.  A« 

Peck,  secretary:  S.  B.  Tarrant,  chairman  b(X)k  committee  . 

Buildintr    crecte<l  ll»t)7:   cost  $7,500.  trift  of  Andrew  Cameirie;  Claude  A  StarcK. 

Madison.  archlte<*ls 
Books    no.  volumes  2.172:  no.  b()rrowcr.'>  614:  <*irculation  8,730. 

Kant  Milu'nukve.    Population  473  „  .  ^ 

Free  pu»)lic  library  -.Julia  E.  Olson,  librarian:  T.  B.  Olson,  president:  Paul  Hatui, 

secretary;  Emil  Wclskardt,  chairman  bcx)k  committee 
Lo«'atcd  In  s<'h(K)l house 
Hooks— no.  volumes  247:  no.  l»orn)wers  5S:  circulation  301. 

Eau  ('lain.    Population  ls.7.37 

Pu»)li('  in)rary    Mary  A.  Smith,  librarian:  L.  A.  Doollttle,  president:  A.Cypr«»"* 

sen.  secretary:  W.  II.  Schult/.  (*hairman  book  committee  ^., 

IJulldluir    erected  im)4:  cost  $10.iM)n,  »rift  of  Andrew  Carneirle:  Fatten  A  Miller,  t-*"' 

ca^ro.  ar.'hlle«"ts 
B<x)ks  -no.  volumes  17.HV2:  no.  borrowers  6.6i)4:  circulation  56,200. 

Edtjcrton.    Population  2.41«i  ^,       -  t 

Public  library -Leora  Mabbett,  librarian:   L.  E.  Clettle,  president;  Mrs.  t^  ^ 

Boethe.  s«'crelary;  Mrs.  E.  (\  Hopkins,  chairman  book  committee         «^ii*r 
Buildlntr    ereiMcd  UKHJ:  <«ost  «i{).oiK>.  jrift  of  .Vndrew  Carnegie:    Henry  twu"* 

(ireen  Bay,  architect 
Books- no.  volumes  2.S44:  no.  Ijorr-owers  l..\33:  dn'ulation  16,475. 

Klkhnrt  Lake.    Population  44>2  ^  _  .—.-#• 

Free  library-CnH>r4re  (ierhard.  librarian:   (i.  W.  Wolff,  president;  W.  P.Scnwarw. 
se<^retary:  W.  A.  \>ovuV>us^*U,  chairman  Inx^k  committee 

IXK'attHl 

Books— no.  volumes  2*2*>;  uo.\>ovTO>Ne\s'"Vi.^ 
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EJkhom.    Population  1.818 

Charles  E.  Hpra^e  free  library— Edna  L.  Derthlck,  librarian;  Jay  F.  Lyon,  presi- 
dent: A.  C.  Beck  with,  secretary 
Located  in  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  3,962;  no.  borrowers  575;  circulation  8,214 

ElroV'    Population  2.011 

Public  library— Edna  L.  Roberts,  librarian:  J.  E.  Hart,  president:  A.  F.  Fields, 

secretary:  Mrs.  M.  E.  Smith,  chairman  book  committee 
Bulldlnj?— erected  l»07:  cost  flO.OOO,  g\tt  of  Andrew  Carneisrie:  Claude  &  Starck. 
Madison,  archltect^i 
Books— no.  volumes  1.396:  no.  borrowers  (J28:  circulation  5,604 

EvansvCle.    Population  1.963 

Eafrer  Free  public  library— Mrs.  Hattle  J.  Boyd,  librarian:  A.  S.  Baker,  president; 
Gertrude  Ea^rer.  secretary;  Mrs.  Carrie  Porter,  chairman  book  committee 

Bulldln«r— erected  1907:  cost  $10,000,  irlft  of  Almon  Ea^er;  Claude  &  Starck,  Madi- 
son, architect* 

Books— no.  volumes  2,947;  no.  borrowers  1,071;  circulation  14,626 

Fairehtld.    Population  806 

Public  library— Mrs.  L.  W.  Foster,  librarian  and  secretary;   W.  F.  Herbst,  presi- 
dent: F.  W.  Herbst.  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  386;  no.  borrowers  200;  circulation  2.269 

Fond  du  Lac.    Population  17.284 

Public  library— Emma  E.  Rose,  librarian:  John  Heath,  president;  William  Wilson, 

secretary:  G.  T.  McDou^rall,  chairman  book  committee 
BuUdlnir— erected  1904:  cost  $30,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carneirle;   Van  Ryn  &  DeGel- 

leke.  Milwaukee,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  24.364;  no.  borrowers  4.146;  circulation  54,769 

Fort  Atkinson.    Population  3.300 

Public  library— Sue  C.  Nichols,  librarian;   A.  M.  Webb,  president;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Cas- 
well, secretary  and  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  store  bulldlne: 
Books— no.  volumes  3,446;  no.  borrowers  693:  circulation  11.541 

Htnoa  Junction.    Population  710 

Free  public  library— Mrs.  Carrie  L.  Manor,  librarian:  Mrs.  Georjre  Robinson,  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  Charles  Ford,  secretary:  Mrs.  C.  A.  Swenson,  chairman  book  com- 
mittee 

Located  in  clothinflr  store 

Books— no.  volumes  851;  no.  borrowers  427;  circulation  3,695 

OUnheulah.    Population 


Library  and  literary  association— Mrs.  Hattle  L.  Huntley,  librarian 
Located  In  basement  of  amusement  hall  owned  by  local  library  association 
Book^^— no.  volumes  718:  circulation  50 

Grand  RagHd*.    Population  6.157 

T.  B.  Scott  free  public  library— Edith  L.  Rablin.  librarian:  F.  T.  Wood,  president: 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Daly.  se<*retary:  J.  A.  Gaynor.  chairman  lx)ok  committee 
Located  In  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  6.222:  no.  l>orrowers  2.391:  circulation  25.189 

Green  Bau.    Population  22,854 

Kellocrtr  public  library— Delwrah  B.  Martin,  librarian:  8.  T).  Hastlnjrs,  president  and 

chairman  of  book  committee:  H.  W.  Sims,  seci*etary 
Bulldlnir— erected  1902:  cost  $30,000,  «1fl  of  Andrew  Carneisrle:  H.  A.  Foeller,  Green 

Bay.  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  14,517;  no.  lx)rrowers  5,526;  circulation  58.552 

Bartford.    Population  2,052 

Free  public  library— H.  Juno  Goetz.  librarian:    G.E.Ives,  president;  Hattle  M. 

Amldon.  secretary;  Otto  Wollner.  chairman  Ijook  committee 
Located  in  city  hall  • 
Books— no.  volumes  1,007:  no.  lx>rrowers  8.37:  circulation  9,902 

^arfland— Population  673 

I^ree  publlcllbrary— Mat)el  V.  Hansen,  librarian:  Mrs.  H.  G.  B.  Xixon,  pre.sldent; 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Chamberlain,  secretary:  Mrs.  Bernrnall,  chairman  l30ok  committee 
Located  in  printini;  office. 
Books— no.  volumes  1,024;  no.  Ixjrrowers  .363;  circulation  1,909 
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Uayward.    Population  2,900 

Carnotrie  free  library— Clarence  O.  Rayo.  librarian:  D.  8.  Peck,  president;  A.  F. 
Nichols,  secretary:  J.  B.  Trowbridge,  chairmau  book  oommittee 

Building— entcttHl  1»04;  cost  $10,000,  gift  Andrew  Carnegie;  Henry  Wildhagen.  Ash- 
land, architect 

Books— no.  volumes  3,807;  no.  borrowers  903;  circulation  14,121 

HUlaboro.    Population  H04 

Public  library— K.  Llnd.  librarian;  E.  V.  Wemick.  secretary 

Located  in  jewelry  store 

Books  -no.  volumes  1.064;  no.  borrowers  400;  circulation  2,136 

Horicon.    Population  1.553 

Free  public  library— Frances  Zedler,   librarian;  Mrs.  L.  Hanson,   pr  esident;  F. 

Forbt»s,  secretary 
Located  in  bank  building 
Books— no.  volumes  1.429;  no.  borrowers  415:  circulation  3,219 

Horioiiville.    i»opulatlon  890 

Public  library— Anna  Ultger,  librarian 

LocatiHl  In  printing  office 

Books— no.  volumes  4119;  no.  borrowers  452;  circulation  2,943 

Hudson.    Population  3,220 

Public  library  -Pearl  O.  Shoemaker,  librarian;  George  Cline,  president;  J.  Hocn- 

stelu.  secretary.  James  Andrews,  chairman  book  committee  ,  , 

Building— enacted  1904;  cost  #12.000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Van  Ryn  &  De(jel- 

h'ke,  Milwaukee,  an'hltect** 
Books— no.  volumes  3,377:  no.  borrowers  1,668;  circulation  20,946 

Indrpeiidcnet.    Population  6ti3 

Public,  library  -Mrs.  Minnie  Cole,  librarian;   G.  A.  Markham,  president;  C.  t- 

Peterson,  secretary  and  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  city  hall. 
Books— no.  volumes  tkW;  no.  borrowers  180;  circulation  2,279 

Iivnton.    Population  1.270 

Public  llbniry    Mrs.  J.  U.  Fitzgerald,  librarian 

Located  In  drug  store 

Books— no.  volumes  300:  no.  l)orrowei*s  200 

JancHvUh'.    Population  1.1.770 

Public  library    (lertrude  Skavlem.  librarian  and  secretary;    William  Blaaon, 

Drcsident:  II.  C.  Bucll.  chairmau  l)ook  committee  „ 

Build lii*r—<'rected  li<03:  cost  $40.iHH).  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie  (130,000)  and  F.  *" 

KIdred  (:?1o.(hH)):  .1.  \V.  T.  Jennings.  Madison,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  20.242;  no.  lHjrn)wers  0.765;  circulation  66.000 

Jolnt}toti  ('rah.    l\)pulation  4i»4  p 

Public  library- Mrs.  A.  E.  (irecnwood,  librarian:    H.  J.  Grell,  president;  J- *^' 

Denneth.  secretary:  \.  K.  Greenwood,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  furniture  store 
Books— no.  volumes  383;  no.  lx)rrowers  22i):  circulation  383 

Ktmhauna.     Population  4.001  ^ 

Vrvv  public  library    Lillian  E.  Bell,  librarian;  II.  J.  MulhoUand.  president;  Mrs. 

Ell/aboth  Dayton.  se<-retary:  I'.  M.  C'liarlesworth,  chairman  book  committee 
Building— <'r-ectrd  VM^o;  cost  5=12.(HK).  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Claude  &  Stare*, 

Madison.  archltt'Ct 
Books-  no.  volumes. 1.793;  no.  lx)rix)wei"s  l.Olti;  circulation  18,466 

K<:n(n<ha.    Population  10,235 

Gilbert  M.  Simmons  library-  Mi-s.  (^lara  P.  Barnes,  librarian;    W.  W.  Stronj, 

president;  E.  C.  Thk-rs.  secretary;  James  Cavanagh,  chairman  book  conuiuv- 

tee 
Bullding-eror-ted  HKH);  cost  ?150.(HX).  gift  of  Z.  G.  Simmons;  D.  H.  Bumham.CW- 

ciigo.  architect 
Books- no.  volumes  I8,;k>2;  no.  l)orrowei-s  5,720:  circulation  80,476 

Kcwnnnfc.    Population  1.710  ^. 

Free    public   library— Marie  Brunckhorst,  librarian;    F.  Poser,  president;  bi^' 

Brunckhorst.  secretary  and  chairmau  l)Ook  committee 
Located  In  bank  bull<llng 
Books— no.  volumes  1,0%-.  no.  \>orrowers  629;  circulation  15,043 
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KUboum.    Population  1,091 

Public  library— Lillian  F.  Ramsey,  librarian:  C.  W.  Snider,  president  and  chair- 
man book  committee:  Mary  Conway,  secretary 

Building— residence  bought  and  used  as  library:  cost  $1,500,  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion 

Books— no.  volumes  2,938;  no.  borrowers  1,866;  circulation  13,591 

Iai  CroHse.    Population  29,078 

Public  library— Mary  A.  Smith,  librarian;  W.  A.  Anderson,   president;    J.   M. 

Holly,  secretary:  G.  M.  Woodward,  chairman  book  committee 
Building— erected,  1888:  cost,  119,500;  trfft  of  C.  C.  Washburn;  C.  C.  Yost,  Minne- 
apolis, architect.    Addition  being  built 
Books— no.  volumes  16,865;  no.  borrowers  11,303:  circulation  82,250 

Ladysmith.    Popu  1  at  ion 

Public  library— Isal^el  Conklin.  librarian;  C.  J.   McCormack,  president;  P.  O. 

Monroe,  secretary:  Thomas  Barker,  chairman  book  committee 
Bui Idlnif— erected  1907;  cost,  $10,000.  jflft  of  Andrew  Carnegie;  Claude  &  Starck. 

Madison,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  690;  no.  borrowers.  705 

Lakt  Geneva.    Population  3,449 

Public  library— Gertrude  J.   Noyes.   librarian:    Mrs.   E.   M.   Smith,   president; 

A.  M.  Kaye.  secretary:  Mrs.  R.  B.  Arnold,  chairman  book  committee 
Buildintr— residence,  grift  of  Mi-s.  Georjre  Sturges 
Books— no.  volumes  4, 179:  no.  borrowers  1,780:  circulation  12,823 

Lake  Milhf.    Population  1,620 

L.  D.  Fargo,  library— Clara  M.  Mosher,  librarian  and  chairman  book  committee: 

F.  B.  Fargo,  pre.sident:  Conrad  Enarsberg,  secretary. 
Building— erected  1902:  cost  $10,000,  gift  of  L.  I).  Fargo:  Ferry  &  Clas,  Milwaukee, 

architects. 
Books— no.  volumes  2,85©:  no.  borrowers  870;  circulation  8,952 

Lancagter.    Population  2.555 

Pul)lic  library— Bessie  McNair,  librarian:    E.   B.    Goodsell,   president;    Emma 

Schrelner.  secretary:  G.  B.  Clementson,  chairman  book  committee 
Ixx'ated  In  business  block 
Books— no.  volumes  2,388;  borrowers  995;  circulation  10,765 

La  Va^le.    Population  350 

Public  library  association— Nellie  Godden.  librarian:  Mrs.  H.  E.  Paddock,  presi- 
dent: Mrs.  Miller,  seci-etary:  Mrs.  Sophia  Borchers,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  rented  rooms 
Books— no.  volumes  757:  no.  borrowei*s  379:  circulation  2,657 

Lone  Hock.    Population  604 

Public  library— Mi*s.  M.  B.  Shannon,  librarian 

Located  In  business  block 

Books— no.  volumes  700:  no.  borrowers  100:  circulation  1.500 

Madii<(m.    Population  24,301 

Free  library— ,Tu  11  a  A.  Hopkins,  librarian:  E.  A.  Birge.  president  and  chairman 

lKX)k  committee:  E.  O.  Kney.  secretary 
Building—erected  liX)5:  cost,  $75.(MX),  trlft  of  Andrew  Carnegie:  Frank  Miles  Day 

&  Brother.  l*hlladeli)hia.  architects 
Booics— no.  vol umt»s  20,125:  no.  Ix)n-owers  11,747:  circulation  79,501 

Manitowoc.    Population  12,733 

Public  library— Agnes  J.  Petersen,  librarian:  L.  .1.  Nash,  president:  Flora  Waldo, 

secrt'itary;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Andei*son,  chairman  lKK>k  committee 
Building- erected  1904:  cost.  f25,tX)().  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie:  VanRyn  &  DeGel- 

leke,  Milwaukee,  architects 
Books — no.  volumes  8,683:  no.  bornjwers  3.430:  circulation  45,187. 

Marinette.    Population  15,.354 

Stephenson  public  library— Anna  S.  Pinkum.  librarian:  R.  F.  Goodman,  president: 

L.  S.  Patrick,  se<*retary:  Mrs.  C.  E.  Nichols,  chairman  book  committee 
Building— erected  190:^:  cost  $33,769,  including  site,  gift  of  Isaac  Stephenson:  Patton 

&  Miller,  Chicago,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  13,540;  no.  Ix)rrowei*s  4,729;  circulation  51.731 

Manhfield.    Population  6.035 

FreeUbrary—U.  Delia  Ellin  wood,  librarian;  W.D.Connor,  president;  Mrs.  M.  B. 

Cracraft,  secretary;  Dr.  K.  W.  Doege,  chali-mau  book  committee 
Located  In  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  5,360;  no.  lx>rrowei*s  1,845;  circulation  2l,\S5 
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MayviUe.    Population  \,7V& 

VuhlU*  library— Etta  Barrott,  librarian:  C.  W.  Peake,  president;  Ol^ra  Drefer, 

se(*retary:  Anna  Nalter.  chairman  book  committee 
Loc^ated  in  business  block 
Book*— no.  volumes  l.UOl:  no.  borrowers  610:  circulation  5.019 

Mnvmuinle.    Population  M|{3 

Fn*e  public  library— Edna  B.  W(x>lHch.  librarian. 

L(x*ated  in  city  hall 

Books— no.  volumes  .VK2:  no.  Iwrrowers  .375:  circulation  3.9P2 

Mcdfoni.    Population  1,',^ 

Fiv(>  public  library— S.  W.  Intrham.  librarian:  Dr.  E.  LeHajre.  iH-esideut;  Maiy&ret 

Kyan.  secretary:  A.  J.  Latton.  chairman  book  committee 
LocatiHl  in  bulldinir  furnished  by  W.  C.  T.  V 
Books— no.  volumes  2,3ii2:  no.  borrowers  1.521;  circulation  O.ltfO 

Memmha.    Population  5.9(i0 

Ellsha  D.  Smith  library  -Lucy  L.  Pleasants,  librarian  and  chairman  book  com- 
mittee: F.  D.  Lake.  pn»sident:  W.  II.  Meuer,  se<rretary 

Bulldln»r— erw'ted  IHW:  cost  «25.()U0.  jrlft  of  E.  D.  Smith:  VanRyn  &  DeGelleke.  Mil- 
waukee, architects 

B<.x)ks— no.  volumes  7,3*):  no.  Iwrrowers  1.534;  circulation  ^461 

Menomonee  Fall».    Population  \Kk\ 

Public  library  -Maude  B.  Schlafer.  librarian 
liooks    no.  volumes.  210:  no.  lx)rrowers  321 

3/<'in»wio»i(f.    Population  r>.47.'t 

Talntcr  Memorial  five  library  -Stella  Lucas,  librarian;  C.  E.  Freeman,  president 
and  secretary 

Bulldinif— en^'t«Hi  IxiM:  cost  fciG.OOO.  jrlft  of  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Tainter;  li- 
brary cxn'uplesonly  iH)rtlon  of  Imlldlncr:  Buirin^rton,  Minneapolis,  architect 

Books— no.  volumes  12.307:  no.  borrowers  2,376:  circulation  47,^5 

Mrnill.    Population  9.m 

T.  B.  .'^(HUt  fnn*  library    Helen  L.  I»riw.  librarian:  G.J.  Roberts,  chairman  bOOK 

«*oinmitte<* 
LcH-ated  in  city  hall 
Bc)<)ks— no.  vt)lunies  11.70S:  no.  borrowers  1,855:  circulation  23,279 

Miftnii  Jxinctinn.    Population  .'>O0 

Five  pu»>ll<'  library    Mrs.  W.  F.  Sowle.  librarian  and  chairman  book  committee: 

Dr.  A.  S.  Maxsoii.  pivsldent:  Mrs.  A.  B.  West,  secretary 
LcM'atetl  ill  bakery 
Books    no.  volumes  210:  no.  Ijonowers  1S9 

Mihvnuka\    Topulat  ion  312.^8  ^    . 

Public  in»rary-  (1.  W.  I»<*ckhain.  librarian  and  se<»retary:  J.  M.  Pereles,  president 
Bulldlii»f— «*recte<l  \H\ifi:  cost  «iO»>.UH).  raised  by  ta.xatlon  Ferry  &  Clas.  Milwaukee, 

architects 
Books- no.  volumes  isi,:)i>r;  no.  borrowers  100.570:  circulation  697.566 

Mhu  ml  Point.    Population  :K2.V2  . 

Puhli*'  lHuaiy- Marvrarel  A.  Crawford,  librarian:   Mrs.  M.  Chase,  president  ww 

chuirinuii  lMX)k  committee;  .Miss  M.  li.  (rrundy,  secretary 
L(K"ate(l  In  stoiv  buil(lln»r 
Book-  -no.  vol unies  4.774:  no.  borrowers  81S:  circulation  12.146 

Mtmditvi.    Population  1.4.V  « 

Five  pu»)llc  library  -.lennie  Lovejoy.  librarian:  W.  T.  Ream,  president;  Mrt- *• 

Southworth.  secivtary:  Alex.  Lees,  <*halrman  tKX)k  committee 
Lix*atefl  in  city  hall 
Books    no.  volumes  1.74S:  no.  borrowers  1.117:  circulation  10,100 

Monmr.    Population  4. 2tH>  «.  — «« 

Arabut  Ludlow  Meint)rial  library— Katherine  A.  Smock,  librarian:  J.  L.  Snerpon, 

l>resi(leiit  .  ^  ^u 

Bulldin»r   eiv<-ted  itHXi:  <-osi  ?lS.iV«.  jfift  of  IL.  E.  and  W.  Ludlow;  Claude  &  StarcK 

Madison,  architects 
Books    no.  volumes  r),4.'>0:  no.  lx)rn)wers  l.ft'>7:  <'in.*ulatlon  25,908 
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MoHinee.    PoDulation  530 

Joseph  Dessert  public  library— Nellie  E.  Scholes.  librarian:  A.  von  Benr.  presi- 
dent: Wenzel  Plvernetz,  secretary:  Mrs.  Louis  Dessert,  chairman  book  com- 
mittee 

Buildlnjf— erected  1899:  cost  110.000,  id  ft  of  Joseph  Dessert:  A.  C.  Eschweller.  Mil- 
waukee, architect 

Books— no.  volumes  1,970:  no.  borrowers  400:  circulation  5,329 

NeerMh.    Population  6.047 

Public  library— Cora  I.  Lansinfp,  librarian:  L.  H.  Freeman,  president:  T.  B.  Blair. 

se*^retary:  E.  M.  Beeman.  chairman  book  committee 
Bulldim?— erected  1904:  cost  128.000.  jrlft  of  Andrew  Came^e  (112.500).  subscription 

(115,500):  VanRyn  &  DeGelleke.  Milwaukee,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  10,808:  no.  borrowers  2,562:  circulation  30.925 

NeillsvilU.    Popul ation  2. 1 1 7 

Free  library— Mame  Woodward,  librarian:  Mrs.  L.  B.  Ring,  president:  C.  F.  Grow, 

secretary  and  chairman  book  committee 
Ix)cated  in  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  2,823:   no.  borrowers  2,319:  circulation  10.104 

New  Londtm.    Population  3.002 

Public  library— Jennie  Radkey,  librarian:  G.  T.  Dawley.  president:  Mrs.  F.  Chick- 

erinir.  secretary  and  chairman  lxx)k  committee 
Located  in  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  2.025;  no.  borrowers  1,091:  circulation  9,525 

New  Richmond.    Population  1.824 

Public  library— Anna  H.  Epley.  librarian:  Mrs.  A.  Deneen,  president:    Mrs.  D. 

Kibbe.  secretary;  C.  J.  Brewer,  chairman  book  committee 
Locat^Mi  In  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  1.801:  no.  Iwrrowers  838:  circulation  8.045 

North  Freedom.    Population  578 

Public  library— Alice  McCoy,  librarian:  M.  J.  Carpenter,  president:  Anna  Dona- 

g^hey,  secretary:  Mrs.  Gertrude  Hackett.  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  rented  room 
Books— no.  volumes  602:  no.  l>orrowers  274;  circol  at  ion  3.188 

North  Mllwa^ikte.    Population  1,236 

Free  public  library— Annie  G.Godfrey,  librarian:  E.  I).  Coddimrton.  president- 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Hennln^.  secretary:  F.  E.  Morrow,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  1,.370  no.  lK)rrowers642:  circulation  5.750 

Oak  field.    Population  548 

Public  library— Katie  E.  Orvis.  librarian:  J.  \V.  Burns,  president  and  chairman 

book  committee:  Jessie  Hoatr.  secretary 
Located  In  rented  building: 
Books— no.  volumes  1.135:  no.  borrowei-s  307:  cii*cul at  ion  .3.728 

Oeonomowoc.    Population  3.013 

Free  public  library— Jennie  C.  Walther,  librarian:  Mary  E.  Fay.  president:  Addle 

E.  Kern,  secretary:  J.  Kate  Collins.  (Chairman  book  committee 
Buildlni?— purchased  by  subst^rlption:  cost  14.500:  cift  Mrs.  P.  .\.  Valentine  Mrs 

Georire  Bullen  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Armour.  Sr..  f^.^OOeach 
Books— no.  volumes  4.905:  no.  l)orix)wers  912:  cln'ulatlon  10.281 

OtonUi.    Population  5722 

Fam-sworth  public  library -Gabriella  Ackley,  librarian;  A.  O.  Ellis    president- 

G.  F.  Loomls.  secretary 
Buildlntr--er<H:ted  1903:    cost  Ilii.OOO,  jrift  of  Georjre  Farnsworlh:  H    A    Foeller 

Green  Bay.  architect  ' 

Books— no.  volumes  6.018:  no.  lK)rrowers3,.3tH:  circulation  .37..357 

Oconto  FalU.    Population  1.301 

Free  public  library— Mrs.  Masr^ie  Diiran.  li»>raHan;  Mrs.   W.  C.  Mead,  president- 

Dr.  H.  M.  Weed,  secretary 
Located  In  bank  bulldlnc 
Books— no.  volumes  670:  no.  lx)rn)wers.382;  circulation  3.414 

Omro.    Population  1,304 

Free  public  library— John  S.  Shelp.  librarian:    C.  H.  Larral>ee,  president  and 

chairman  book  committee:  S.  Leiifhton,  secretary 
Locat«d  in  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  663:  no.  borrowers  .330:  circulation  4,541 


44  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 


Statistics  of  Libraries 


OrfordvilU.    Population  439 

Public  library— Betty  Rostad.  librarian:  Charles  Taylor,  president;  Ella  Thoen. 

8e<?retary 
Located  in  city  hall 
Boolcs— no.  volumes  463;  no.  borrowers  172;  circulation  639 

Oshkonh.    Population  30,575 

Public  library— Maud  Durlln.  librarian:  C.  D.  Cleveland,  president;  J.  H.  Jenkins 

secretary:  G.  A.  BuckstalT.  chairman  boolt  committee 
Building-erected  UKK);  cost,  S56.500,  gift  Mai-shall  Harris  and  Phlletus  Sawyer; 

William  Walters.  Oshlcosh,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  20.414:  no.  l)orrowers  7,654:  circulation  92.363 

Park  Fall*.    Population  1.438 

Public  library— Elsie  Eckardt,    librarian:  Cecil  L.  Paquiu,  president;   Clara  E. 

(Jlbson.  secretary:  I*rof.  Knelp,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  rented  building 
Books— no.  volumes  .309:  no.  liorrowers  360 

P€4ihtigo.    Population  2.53i) 

Public  library— Mrs.  Ed.  Ollson.  lll)rarlan;  R.  C.  Ramsay,  president  and  chairman 

book  committee:  W.  T.  Dolan,  secjretary 
Located  In  store  building 
Books— no.  volumes  491;  no.  borrowers  il3«:  circulation  10,550 

Peiwiu/c€€.    Population  763 

Public  library— volunteer  librarian;  Dr.  M.  Wei  ton,  president:  Kate  Clark,  secre- 
tary; Mrs.  M.  Welton,  chairman  lxK)k  committee 
Lo«'at<'d  In  business  block 
Books— no.  volumes  1,814;  no.  borrowers  672:  circulation  4.0BO 

Piattevillc.    Population  4,4:iS 

Public  library— Mamie  E.  (iuornsey.  librarian:  Mrs.  U.  G.  Chase,  president;  Mrs. 
Ella  Huntington.  secn»tary:  Mrs.  J.  W.  Livingston,  chairman  book  committee 
T.KK.*ated  in  l)uslness  block 
Books— no.  volumes  1.963;  no.  borrowers  1.839;  circulation  17,461 

Plymouth.    Populatiou  2.7t>4 

Public  library -(» race  Prescott.  librarian;  G.  W.  Zerler.  president;  Mary  L. Claritt 

spcn»tary:  Mrs.  M.  C.  Mead,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  rtMited  nx)ms 
Books  -no.  volumes  2.S19:  no.  l)orrowers  1,186;  circulation  15a22 

Portage.    Population  5,. '>24  . 

Free  public  m)rary— Mis.  W.  (i.  riough.  librarian;  Dr.  A.  C.  Kellogg,  president; 

Mrs.  K.  IJ.  Went  worth,  se<'retary:  W.  G.  Clough.  chairman  book  committee 

Lo<*alc(l  in  city  hall 
Book.-,    no.  v()lum«»s7.HHo;  no.  borrowers  .1,093:  circulation  32,504 

Port  \ya<<hinutnH.    Population  4.«XT6 

Public  mMar.v-  -V.  l\  Eckel,  librarian 

Located  in  jewelry  store 

BcKjks  -no.  volumes  600:  no.  l)orrowers  329 

Prairie  (lu  Sac.    Population  671 

Free  pul)llc  library— Rulh  .\c<'ola.  ni)rarlan  and  secretary:  J.  H.  Tripp.  presldeD^J 

U.  S.  Kabington.  chairman  bix)k  committee 
Lo<*ale(l  in  city  hall 
B(X)ks -no.  volumes 654;  no.  borr(»wcis  350:  circulation  3,316 

PrCitrott.     I'opulatlon  S89  .. 

Frci"  publir  librar.v— Barbara  I'Mrner.  lil)rarlan.  .Tames  Goldswortliy.  presldenv* 

Ruth  Walker.  se<Metary:  Mi*s.  II.  G.  Huschman,  chairman  book  committee 
IxK'ated  In  «'ity  hall 
B(X)ks    no.  volumes  SOO;  no.  l»orrowers  324:  circulation  426 

liacine.    Population  32.290 

Public?  in)rary— Mary  .1.  Calkins,  librarian:  C.  H.  Lee.  president;  James  Crftl»» 

secretary;  Sarah  M.  Morrison,  chairman  l)Ook  committee  ^ 

Building— <'rected  1903:  cost  $50,000,  gift  of  Andrew  Carne^e;  Mauran,  Russell* 

Gaitlen.  St.  Ix>uis.  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  15.550:  no.  borrowers  7.522:  circulation  106,759 
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^ndolph .    Population  81 8 

Public  library— Mrs.  Jennie  Davis,  librarian:  C.E.Hutchinson,  president;  M.  R. 

Jones,  secretary 
Located  in  millinery  store 
Books— no.  lK>rrowers  281 

Reedahurg.    Population  2.515 

Public  library— Mrs.  N.  A.  Cushman.  librarian:  J.  H.  Hosier,  president;  Mrs.  W. 

H.  Ramsey,  secretary;  M.  Ulgrfirert,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  3,093;  no.  borrowers  1.288:  circulation  10.642 

Rhinelander.    Population  5,4*^5 

Public  library— Ada  J.  McCartb^^  librarian  and  secretary:  J.  S.  Miller,  president 
Buildimr— erected  1904:  cost  $15,(XK),  ^ft  of  Andrew  Carnejfle:  VanRyn  &  DeCJel- 

leke.  Milwaukee,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  4,904:  no.  borrowers  2,299;  circulation  22,675 

Bib  Lake.    Population  1.122 

Free  public  library— Anna  M.  Kennedy,  librarian;  Mr.  Headstream.  president; 

Mrs.  L.  Rousseau.  s<"cretary;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Getchel,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  business  block 
Books— no.  volumes  540;  no.  borrowers  325:  circulation  2,561 

Rict  Lake.    Population  3.410 

Free  public  library— Mrs.  James  Robblns,  librarian:  W.  H.  Bundy,  president;  Mrs. 

M.  T.  Howard,  secretary:  Mrs.  O.  M.  Sattre,  chairman  lx)ok  committee 
BuUdlnir— erected  19»)5;  cost  ^10,000.  grift  of  Andrew  Carneerle;   Mr.  Parkinson, 

Sparta,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  3.833:  no.  borrowers  1,.368:  circulation  18.353 

Richland  Center.    Population  2.632 

Free  library— Vera  Eastman,  librarian:   Mrs.  J.  G.  Lamberson.  president:   O.  .T 

Buniham,  secretary 
Bui Idlnjr— erected  1905:  cost  110,000.  grift  of  Andrew  Carnegie:  Claude  &  Starek, 

Madison.  arehltecUs 
Books— no.  volumes  3.036:  no.  bori-owers  1,229;  circulation  13.695 

mpon.    Population  3.811 

Public  library— Blanche  Thompson,  librarian:   W.  S.  Crowther.  president  and 

chairman  lKX)k  committee:  H.J.  Faustman,  secretary 
Building— 4»rected  190i):  cost  S12,(KX),  g^lft  of  Andrew  Canieffle;  Charles  Anderson, 

Waukesha,  architect 
Books^-no.  volumes  4,9i>l:  no.  borrowers  1.619;  circulation  15.178 

Sfi/mowr.    Population  1,116 

Pubic  library— Cora  M.  Lampson.  librarian:   A.  J.  Lotter,  president:   Mrs.  E.J. 

Dean,  secretary 
Located  In  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  79o:  no.  borrowers  148:  circulation  1,973 

S?»airano.    Population  2.44*5 

Publl'' library— Lulu  M.  Roberts,  librarian:  L.  D.  Rob<>rts,  president:  Mrs.  C.  W. 

Matfee,  secretary:  E.  J.  S<?ott.  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  1.277:  no.  ijorrowcrs  1,426:  circulation  6,813 

^hebftygan.    Population  24.026 

Public  library— Bertha  Marx,  librarian:  Carl  Zilller,  president:  Francis  Wil- 
liams, secretary  and  chairman  book  committee 

Bulldlnsr— erected  1903:  cost  S:i'>,000,  g-lftof  Andrew  Carnegie:  Patton  &  Miller, 
Chlcaifo,  architects 

Books— no.  volumes  8.967:  no.  borrowers  .'>.315:  circulation  49.086 

^heU  Lake.    Population  1 .  137 

Public  library— Heljfa  A«rren,  librarian:   Mrs.  L.  H.  Mead,  president;  Mrs.  J.  M. 

ymith.  secretary:  E.  R.  Oliver,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  rented  room 
Books— no.  volumes  560:  no.  borrowers  ;^>;  circulation  4,140 

^hiodon    Population  491 

Public  library— Dr.  C.  C.  Tu»*kwood,  librarian 
Located  in  Dr.  Tuck  wood's  office 
Books— no.  volumes  762;  no.  borrowers  478 
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South  Milwaukee.    Population  b,2M 

Free  library— Max  Hoffman,  librarian 

Located  in  tailor  shop 

Books— no.  volumes  400:  no.  borrowers  280 

Sparta.    Population  3.807 

Free  library— Jennie  Soouten,  librarian;  G.  A.  Richardson,  president:  Mrs.  Ptol 

Sohaller.  secretary:  Dr.  F.  P.  Styles,  chairman  book  committee 
BuildinfiT— erected  1903:  cost  $12,000,  ^ft  of  Andrew  Cameffie;  Shick  &  Both,  U 

Crosse,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  6.334:  no.  borrowers  1,724;  circulation  27,446 

Spring  Green.    Population  770 

Free  public  library— Bertha  Schwanke,  librarian:  J.  E.  Morgan,  president:  T.W. 

Kinir.  secretary:  Emma  Evans,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  d37;  no.  borrowers  276;  circulation  2.413 

Stanley.    Population  2,722 

Free  public  library— Martha  E.  Dunn,  librarian  and  secretary;  O.  H.  Chapman, 

president:  Dr.  E.  F.  Burns,  chairman  l)ook  committee 
Building— erected  1901:  <x)«»t  $15,000,  srift  of  Mrs.  Sallie  F.  Moon 
Books— no.  volumes  2,780:  no.  borrowers  1,363;  circulation  12,146 

Stevens  Point.    Population  9,022 

Public  library-Mollie  Catliu,  librarian:   B.  B.  Park,  president;  Mrs.  B.  A.  Cook. 

secretary:  A.  H.  Sanford.  chairman  book  committee 
Buildlnir— erected  1904;   cost  $21,000,  ^ft  of  Andrew  Cameffie;  Henry  Foeller. 

Green  Bay,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  6,498:  no.  Ixjrrowers  5,401 ;  circulation  70,501 

Stoughttm.    Population  4,244 

Free  public  library— Amanda  Drotnlnjr.  librarian;  E.  Drotnixur.  president:  Mrs. 

Terry,  secretary  and  chairman  )xx)k  c*ommittee  , 

Building— erected  1906;  cost  $13,000,  irlft  of  Adnrew  Camctfie:  Claude  AStarck. 

Madison,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  3.126:  no.  iwrrowers  2.048:  circulation  22,576 

Sturgeon  Bay.    Population  4.640  , 

Public  library— Eva  Greisen,  librarian;  Charles  Greisen,  president;  Mrs.  Packan** 

secretary:  C.  (i.  Stan«rel.  chairman  book  committee 
Located  In  ix>stofflce  bulldliur 
Books— no.  volumes  1.5iiO;  no.  borrowers  1.145:  circulation  15,373 

Sun  Prairie.    Population  1.0H6  _,  ^ 

Frev  public  library— Grace  M.  Rood,  librarian:  Mrs.  W.  T.  Mann,  president:  '*"" 

nie  t'arlton.  secrctary 
Located  in  <'ily  hall 
Books— no  volumes  697;  no.  lx)rrowers  314;  circulation  3,211 

Superior.    Population  .T^i.  551  ^  ^t. 

Public  library— Ethel  F.  Mr-Colloufirh,  librarian:  C.  H.  Sunderland,  presldeni- 

H.  X.  liasmusseu.  secn^ary;  Mrs.  II.  H.  Roerers.  chairman  book  oommitt^ 
Buildinjr-ci-ectcd  UK)2:  cost.  ^0,000:  «1  ft  of  Andrew  Cameffie:  Carl  Wirth.Supw- 

lor.  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  18,00t>:  no.  lx>rrowers  9.129:  circulation,  88,283 

Thorp.    Population  878  ,.^ 

Public  library-Mary  Phillips,  librarian:  W.  9.  Parks,  president;   R.  H.  TolW^ 

scMTtHary:  G.  H.  Lusk,  chairman  book  committee 
Buildintr- t,dft  of  Mr.  Lusk  (old  building  remodeled) 
Books— no.  volumes  1.291;  no.  lx>r rowel's  500;  circulation  5.945 

Token  Creek. 

Free  library— Mary  F.  Connor,  librarian 

Local ckI  in  private  house 

Books— no.  volumes  2oO:  no.  borrowers  15 

Tomah.    Population  .3.008  ,-♦• 

Public  library— Caroline  W.  D.  Voswlnkel.  librarian;  Rev.  Louis  Wurst,  preslo«»'' 

Rev.  J.  G.  .Smith,  secretary;  W.  E.  Nuzum.  chairman  book  oommittee 
Ixx*ated  In  city  buildine: 
Books— no.  volumes  2,839;  no.  borrowers  1,366:  circulation  17,874 
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too  Riven.    Population  4,602 
Joseph  Mann  public  library— Lizzie  6.  Baetz,  librarian;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Hamilton, 

president:  J.  F.  Mairee.  secretary:  W.  J.  Hamilton,  chairman  book  committee. 
Building— erected  1891:  cost  $4,000,  ^ft  of  Mrs.  Joseph  Mann  ($1,000),   citizens 

(&,000) 
Books— no.  volumes  3,886;  no.  borrowers  576;  circulation  14,560. 

[roqya.    Population  2,032 
Public  library- Clara  A.  Glenn,  librarian;   H.    P.  Proctor,  president;  Lucy  R. 

Dawson,  secretary  and  chairman  book  committee 
BulldlnfiT— erected  1905:  cost  $10,000.  arift  of  Andrew  Carne^e;  Claude  &  Starck, 

Madison,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes,  3.313:  no.  borrowers  1,027;  circulation  12,954 

(uhbum.    Population  4,924 
Free   public   library— May  M.  Greenwood,  librarian:  N.  M.   Oscar,   president; 

E.  Bryan,  secretary:  W.  H.  Irish,  chairman  book  committee 
Bulldlii«r--erected  1906:  co8t$18,000;  grift  of  Andrew  Carne^e:  Henry  Wildhaffen, 

Ashland,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes,  4.570:  no.  borrowers  1,550:  circulation  22,623 

aterloo.    Population  1,105 
Public  library— Emily  Hyer,  librarian;  P.  E.  Hoa<r,  president;  Mrs.  L.  Lewellln. 

secretary;  Mrs.  B.  F.  Ivlns.  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  rented  room,  business  block 
Books— no.  volumes  962;  no.  borrowers  371 

attrtoum.    Population  8,622 
Free  public  library— Maud  R.  Macpherson,  librarian;  J.  H.  Ott,  president;  H.  T. 

Eberle,  secretary;  J.  W.  Wl^grenhom,  chairman  book  committee 
BuUdin^r— erected  1907:  cost  $20,000,  ^ift  of  Andrew  Carnegie;   Claude  &  Starck, 

Madison,  architects 
Books— no.  volumes  5.312:  no.  borrowers  3.300;  circulation  35,372 

aukesha.    Population  6,949 
Free  public  library— Fannie  L.  Ells,  librarian;  D.  J.  Hemlock,  president*   Mrs. 

Lora  McDonald,  secretary:  Ida  T.  Ray,  chairman  book  committee 
Building— erected  1906;  cost  $15,000,  ^ift  of  Andrew  Caniefrie;  Charles  Anderspn, 

Waukesha,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  6,072;  no.  borrowers,  3,430;  circulation  27,800 

awpaca.    Population  2.873 
Freepubllcllbrary—Winnif red  Bailey,  librarian:  Mrs.  Amy  Roberts,  president; 

William  Dressen,  secretary;  Mrs.  E.  E.  Browne,  chairman  book  committee 
Located  in  business  block 
Books— no.  volumes  3,252:  no.  borrowers,  1,380;  circulation  15.029 

ciujmfi.    Population  3.000 
Public  library— Kathryn  L.  Bunker,  librarian:  E.  A.  Shaler.  president:  B.  W 

Davis,  secretary  and  chairman  book  committee 
BnildlnfiT— erected  1906:  cost  #10,000.  gift  of  Andrew  Camesrie:  H.  A.  Foeller,  Green 

Bay,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes,  6.113;  no.  borrowers  1,330;  cir<nilation  16,614 

dUMtu.    Population  14,458 
Public  lib.ary— Katherine  Cramer,  librarian:    Louis  Marchettl.  president:  Mrs. 

Mary  Dickens,  secretary:  S.  B.  Tobey,  chairman  book  committee 
Buildlnff— erected  1907;  cost  $25,000,  trift  of  Andrew  Carnesrie;  W.  G.  Maher,  Chl- 

cafiTO.  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  5,130;  no.  borrowers  3,073;  circulation  50,955 

(wsaukee.    Population  1.729 

Free  library— Ethlyn  M.  Gray,  librarian  and  secretary:  H.  P.  Bird,  president:  R. 
B.  Thlel,  chairman  book  committee 

Bnlldinff— erected  1902;  cost  $4,000.  ^ft  of  H.  P.  Bird;  Mr.  Brooks,  Chlcafiro,  archi- 
tect 

Books— no.  volumes  1,538;  no.  borrowers  340;  circulation  10,005 

auwatosa.    Population  2,913 
Public  library— Mrs.  Aames  B.  Roddls,  librarian:  A.  W.  Smith,  president;  J.  O. 

Myers,  secretary;  Mrs.  R.  Dewey,  chairman  book  committee 
Boildliiff— erected  1802:  cost  $5,000,  gift  of  citizens;  addition  built  1906;  cost  $6,000. 


fflft  of  Andrew  Camefirie 
o>k»— no. 


Book»— no.  Tolumes  5,212;  no.  borrowers  837;  circulation  11,974 
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WestAllis.    PoDulation  2.309 

Library  association— Chester  Shaw,  librarian 

Bulldlncr— unused  schoolhouse 

Books— no.  volumes  500:  no.  borrowers  315 

West  Bend.    Population  2,362 

Public  library— Anna  M.  Klumb,  librarian:  Mrs.  S.  F.  Mayer,   president:  C.  P. 

Mooors,  secretary:  Mrs.  G.  A.  Ueiduer,  chairman  l)Ook  committee. 
Located  in  city  hall 
Books— no.  volumes  2,593:  no.  borrowers  959;  circulation  9.577 

Wc^itlty.    Population  767 

Publi(r  li>)rary— Ajrnes  Lien,  librarian 

Located  in  Temperance  hall 

Books— no.  volumes  524:  no.  borrowers  480 

Whitehall.    Population  700 

Free  library— Mrs.  (>.  Roijan.  librarian:  J.  O.  Melby,  president;  Emma  D.  Solsrud. 

secretary:  O.  K.  Uamberfc',  chairman  book  committee 
Buildintr— erected  18W:  cost  ^24,  ifl  ft  of  citizens;  C.  May  bury,  architect 
Books— no.  volumes  1,898:  no.  borrowers  800;  circulation  5,351 

IMiitewnter.    Population  .3.108 

Public  library— Ella  A.  Hamilton,  librarian;    C.  M.  Blackburn,  president:  Ole 

Ulsen,  secretary:  A.  A.  Tphani.  chairman  book  committee 
Buildlntr— erected  1904;  cost  #12,000,  gift  of  Flavla  White;  Claude  &  St arck,  Mad- 
ison arohitocts 
Books— no.  volumes  5.780:  no.  borrowers  3.328:  circulation  23,419 
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To  Hon.  James  O.  Davidson,  Governor: 

8iR : — I  liave  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  eighth  bi- 
ennial report  (1909-10)  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Com- 
mission, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  383a,  of  tbe 
Wisconsin  Statutes  of  1898. 

Very  respectfully, 

Reuben  Gold  Thwaitis, 

Vice'Chairmm- 
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SKCRETARY'S  REPORT 

One  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  biennial  period  for  which 
this  is  the  report,  is  the  serious  loss  which  the  commission  suffered 
in  the  resignation  of  its  secretary,  Mr.  Henry  E.  Legler,  who  left 
the  commission  in  October,  1909,  to  become  librarian  of  the  Chi- 
cago public  library.  Pride  in  the  signal  success  which  has  at- 
tended him  in  his  new  position  has  tended  to  reconcile  the  friends 
of  the  commission  to  this  irreparable  loss. 

Possibly  Mr.  Legler's  most  definite  achievement  as  secretary  of 
the  commission  was  the  gathering  together  of  the  staff  which  the 
commission  had  when  he  left,  and  the  establishment  of  a  system 
so  efficient  in  its  operation  as  the  one  which  he  left  behind  him. 
The  present  uecretary  feels  that  he  should  officially  acknowledge 
his  appreciation  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  entire  staff  of  the  com- 
mission greeted  him  and  entered  into  cooperation  with  him.  Un- 
der the  circumstances,  such  exceptional  loyalty  and  cooperation 
could  come  only  from  a  staff  so  exceptional  in  its  characteristics 
as  the  commission  staff  has  i)roved  to  be.  The  entire  staff  has 
continued  to  render  most  faitliful  and  efficient  service  and  many 
of  its  members  merit  personal  mention. 

Two  years  ago  my  jn'edecessor,  in  making  his  report  for  the  bi- 
ennial period  ending  June  30,  1008,  said:  "The  close  of  this  bien- 
nial period  brings  to  a  close  as  well  the  period  of  library  building 
in  Wisconsin.  *  *  *  \jp  to  this  time  the  work  of  the  commission 
ha**  been  largely  that  of  laying  foundations.  From  now  on  much 
of  the  work  must  be  directed  to  strengthening  and  bu.ilding  up 
what  has  been  begun.  *  *  *  ^w»  muvit  luok  forward  now  to  the 
period  of  perfecting,  develojnng,  spiritualizing.''  The  prophecy 
here  made  of  the  character  of  the  work  to  be  done  has  been  ful- 
filled.    The  situation  does  not  seem  now  to  justify  the  commission 
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in  emphasizing  so  much  as  in  former  years  the  work  of  establish- 
ing new  libraries.  There  are  comparatively  few  communities  in 
the  state  of  Wisconsin  without  a  library  which  are  able  to  sup- 
port one.  It  is  a  questionable  policy  to  pursuade  a  community  to 
£tart  a  library  before  the  proper  financial  ability  to  support  it  co- 
exists with  a  general  community  sentiment  in  favor  of  it. 

The  work  of  the  library  commission  has  recently  been  therefore 
to  strengthen  and  vitalize  existing  libraries,  rather  than  to  found 
new  libraries.  Given  so  many  established  libraries,  it  has  been 
the  primary  ambition  of  the  commission  during  the  last  biennial 
period  to  enable  every  library  in  the  state  to  reach  a  stage  of  de- 
velopment in  which  it  may  be  able  "to  furnish  the  best  reading 
to  the  greatest  number  at  the  least  cost." 


Field  Work 

The  commission  believes  that  in  doing  this,  nothing  can  be  of 
80  much  effectiveness  as  the  personal  efforts  of  the  staff  in  the 
field.  In  i)erforniing  this  field  work  the  commission  has  always 
placed  the  needs  of  the  libraries  in  the  smaller  communities  first, 
believing  that  the  libraries  in  the  larger  cities  in  the  state  are  bet- 
ter able  to  care  for  themselv^es.  They  have  more  adequate  appro- 
priations, employ  more  and  better  trained  help,  and  have  there- 
fore less  need  of  close  supervision  from  the  commission.  It  will 
be  fouiid  in  reviewing  the  work,  however,  that  the  libraries  in  the 
large  communities  liave  been  by  no  means  ignored. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1909,  the  members  of  the  staff 
made  16'2  visits  to  108  libraries.  During  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1910,  they  made  217  visits  to  156  libraries.  Of  the  182  libraries 
in  the  regular  visiting  list,  only  twenty-six  were  not  visited  dur- 
ing the  last  fiscal  year.  Of  these  twenty -six,  seventeen  are  D?ore 
properly  traveling  library  stations,  so  that  only  nine  of  the  libra- 
ries proper  have  remained  unvisited  during  the  year. 

These  figures  <lo  not  include  many  visits  made  by  the  Chief  of 
the  Traveling  Library  department  to  traveling  library  stations  and 
to  some  of  the  smaller  libraries.  Nor  do  they  include  her  many 
appearances  at  farmers'  institutes,  club  meetings  and  other  gather- 
ings, to  which  she  goes  to  further  general  library  interests  as  well 
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as  those  of  the  travelinjcr  library.  Her  work  in  aid  of  new  library 
building  projects  has  been  of  special  value.  Neither  do  these 
figures  include  the  numerous  calls  made  by  the  secretary  upon 
various  librarians  and  library  boards  for  various  special  purposes. 
The  secretary  and  members  of  the  staff  have  also  appeared  in 
many  educational  meetings  and  library  meetings  throughout  the 
state. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  also  that  the  work  done  by  the  stud- 
ents of  the  library  school  during  February  and  March  of  each 
year  is  of  great  value  to  the  libraries  of  the  state  and  is  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  field  work  of  the  commission.  During  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1909,  nineteen  students  sent  out  for  this  ap- 
prentice work  gave  their  services  without  compensation  in  fifteen 
different  libraries  of  the  state.  The  technical  work  done  by  them 
during  the  year  aggregated  a  total  of  thirty-eight  months,  or 
more  than  the  equivalent  of  the  entire  time  of  three  skilled  work- 
ers for  the  entire  year.  During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1910, 
twenty-six  students  sent  out  for  this  apprentice  work  gave  services- 
in  twenty-three  different  libraries.  The  technical  work  done  by 
them  during  the  year  aggregated  a  total  of  fifty-two  months,  or 
more  than  the  equivalent  of  the  entire  time  of  four  skilled  work- 
ers for  the  full  year.  Thus  the  Wisconsin  commission  has  been 
enabled  to  do  more  for  the  libraries  of  the  state  than  does  the 
commission  of  any  other  state. 

During  February  and  March,  1909,  the  students  of    the   library 
school,  under  the    supervision    of^the  instructional    staff    and    the 
librarians    of    the    local     libraries,    were    engaged    in    the    fol- 
lowing   work:      Making    a    card    catalogue    for   the   public     lib- 
rary   of    Elroy;  assisting    in    making  the  catalogues  of  the  public 
libraries  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Green   Bay,    Reedsbarg,   Racine  and  at 
the  Stout  Institute  at  Menomonie;  giving  special  help  during   the 
busy  months  of  February  and  jVIarch  in    the    libraries   at    Antigo 
and  Ashland;  four  students    rendered    general    assistance    at    the 
puTjlic    library    of   Madison,  two    for    each   month;  two   students 
rendered  general  assistance  at  Watertown  and  two  at  Rhinelander, 
one  at  Portage  and   one  at  Neeuah.     At    Wausau    the    librarian 
having  resigned  on  account  of  ill   health,    a  student   was  sent  to 
serve  as  acting  librarian  during  February   and   March,    while  the 


WlSCOXSlX  VliKK  r.IHKARY  COMMISSION. 


Sccrefary's  Report, 


boiml  \v;is  sinking:  to  till  llu*  vacanry.  Her  work  was  so  satiafac- 
lory  t)iat  slu'  was  cntratreil  to  return  as  pernianeiit  librarian  upon' 
licr  (Trad nation  the  following  June.  At  Aitpleton,  special  assist- 
anoi'  was  ncedtMl  ln'causi?  of  loavo  of  absencv'  granted  to  the  lib- 
rarian. A  stinltMit  was  appointetl  to  the  library  for  each  month 
an«l  was  able  to  rentier  valuabk*  service  in  the  sp.'oial  need. 

I)urin;r  February  and  Mareh,  liUu,  the  students  of  the  library 
sehool,  under  the  supervision  of  tiu*  instructional  staff  and  the 
lil)rarians  of  thi-  h>cal  libraries,  were  engrajred  in  the  following: 
work:  ('ontinuinir  assistance  in  the  cataloiruing  of  the  libraries 
at  Fon*!  du  Lac,  <Treen  Hay  and  Kacine;  assisting  and  revisin}; 
the  catalo«rues  at  Mrrrill  an<l  Janesville;  in  re-oriraniKin{];  and  cat- 
alo<^aiinir  the  library  at  New  London;  in  or^aniziufi:  libraries  at 
Oretron  and  Tomahawk;  assistinir  in  catalo^uin^jf  the  children's 
books  in  tin*  library  at  Ashland;  spi'cial  work  at  Sturgeon  Hay 
an<l  Wauwatosa.  Tin?  assignments  were  made  for  (r^Mieral  assist- 
ance as  follow<:  One  student  to  Antij;»s  Haraboo,  Kenosha, 
!NLinit<)Woc,  >Lirinett«',  Stout  Institute  (Menonionie),  Menomonie, 
antl  Wausau  for  a  nnuithrach:  two  students  to  Madison,  Marshtield 
and  Watrrtown;  two  ^tudrnts  in  the  joint  course  to  the  Le^cisla- 
tivc  Ki'fercnci-  Library,  >Lidison,  and  four  students  in  the  joint 
cotir-;«'  to  tin*  Madison  frci'  lihrary.  A  student  was  also  sent  U* 
take  <'liarir<'  <)f  the  lihrary  at  \Vhit«'water  during  a  two  months' 
:ib-»i'inM'  of  ihi'  lil»raria!i  at  that   place. 

(    o-ol'li:  \  rioN     r»|.l\\ll.N     ('oMMI^r^h)N     AM»    LlUKAKY    SmotU. 

Tlh'  \\'i-iroii>-iii  Lilnary  School  is  uirnpie  amon^r  library  sehooN 
ill  tlial  it  is  til!' only  one  niaintainiMl  hy  a  library  commission.  The 
<Mitnini^^i«)n  i^  uiii<iuc  in  that  it  i>  (h«'  only  one  maintaininjr  a  Hbrar.v 
>»rh«M)l.      Thr  advaiit:i^^'>  an*  mutual. 

Tlir  lihrarir-  of  tin*  >tatc  have  protited  sinci*  they  liave  been  aided 
hot  oii]\  1»\  tin-  commission  worker.*>  but  l»y  the  instrnctional  staff 
of  tin-  srhiM.l  ami  have  had  at  their  disi>osal  the  Sijrvices  of  a  con- 
>id«'rai»h'  immhiT  of  >iudriils  fn-sh  fr.)m  tec^hnicJil  trainin^r.  K«» 
oiluT  roimMissi,,|i  ha-  Im-cu  al)l<'  lo  irivr  to  the  libraries  of  its  state 
anythinii"  lik-  tli.'  aim  Mini  «»f  time  that  has  b;.'en  jriveii  to  the  librari*!* 
of  our  <tat«'  undcT  thi>  arran;;«Mm'nt.  Tlu'  Wisconsin  Commis9i<>" 
\r\\r^  as-istaiir."   which    would   be   iiMpo>siV)lt'  without  the   school- 
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The  instructional  staff  of  the  school  has  constituted  an  advisory 
and  consulting  board  and  has  been  appealed  to  again  and  again  to 
meet  difficulties  arising  in  the  state.  The  correspondence  carried 
on  by  the  staff  with  the  libraries  of  the  state  has  also  been  of  great 
value.  Frequently,  too,  the  students  under  supervision  of  the  staff 
have  prepared  and  sent  out  to  the  libraries  of  the  state  valuable 
material  of  various  kinds. 

This  cooperation  between  school  and  commission  has  been  of  great 
value  to  the  libraries  of  the  state,  and  the  doing  of  the  work  has 
been  most  excellent  practical  experience  for  the  students.  Then 
too,  the  fact  that  the  members  of  the  instructional  staff  constantly 
travel  through  the  state  visiting  libraries,  large  and  small,  come 
in  close  contact  with  actual  library  conditions,  and  keep  in  touch 
with  the  practical  problems  of  the  library  world,  gives  to  their 
instructional  work  a  vitality,  a  soundness  and  a  practical  value  that 
it  might  not  otherwise  posses:^. 

Tlie  librarians  of  the  state  are  invited  and  encouraged  to  visit 
the  school,  inspect  its  ecjuijiment,  and  attend  its  lectures.  During 
the  two  years,  fully  seventy-  Hve  trustees  and  librarians  have  re- 
sponded to  the  invitation,  remaining  from  a  few  hours  to  a  week. 
These  calls  serve  to  continue  the  pleasant  and  profitable  relations 
established  between  the  libraries  and  the  commission,  and  show  the 
cordial  spirit  in  which  the  work  of  the  instructional  department  is 
received  in  the  libraries  of  the  state. 

Visitation 

It  is  the  aim  of  ihe  department  to  visit  every  free  library  of  the 
Htate  once  every  year,  and  from  the  report  of  the  visits  of  the  year 
just  closed,  it  is  seen  that  during  the  last  year  this  lias  been  more 
nearly  attained  than  ever  before.  The  visits  varj^  in  length  from 
^  few  hours  to  a  week.  Probably  the  length  of  the  average  visit 
is  two  days.  If  a  library  is  being  organized  or  reorganized,  or  for 
some  other  reason  is  in  need  of  special  help,  more  than  one  visit 
is  made  during  the  year.  Occasionally  as  many  as  five  visits  are 
made  to  an  individual  library  during  a  year,  and  two  visits  a  year 
^re  freciuent,  if  the  need  is  sufficient.  When  a  long  period  of  help 
is  needed,  the  students  are  called  upon  in  their  apprentice  i)eriod 
s^nd  when  the  need  is  great  two  students  sometimes  work  for  two 
^all  months  in  the  same  library. 
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The  sort  of  problems  which  local  librarians  bring  to  the  field 
workers  for  solution  is  suggested  by  the  following  examples  re- 
cently arising:  inquiries  as  to  the  binding  and  mending  of  books,  the 
keeping  of  records  of  various  kinds,  the  binding  of  periodicals,  the 
binding  of  current  numbers  of  magazines,  the  opening  of  children's 
rooms  in  the  evening,  the  collection  of  iines,  and  the  fumigation 
of  books.  Questions  also  arise  as  to  rent  collections,  picture  col- 
lections, periodical  indexes,  the  disposition  of  damaged  books,  and 
lists  of  periodicals  to  be  taken.  Problems  of  pure  library  tech- 
nique present  themselves  frequently,  as  do  questions  concerning 
the  shelf  list,  the  catalogue  with  its  many  intricacies  of  subject 
headings,  cross  references,  alphabeting,  Library  of  Congress 
cards,  etc.  Advice  upon  book  selection  is  also  often  sought  and 
given. 

So  far  as  is  possible,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  department  to 
divide  the  field  among  the  members  of  the  staff,  assigning  to 
each  a  certain  number  of  libraries  which  she  is  to  visit  from  year 
to  year,  and  with  which  she  is  to  keep  in  touch  by  correspondence 
and  otherwise.  By  this  means  a  continuous  policy  for  the  devel- 
opment of  a  library  can  be  carried  out.  A  report  is  presented  for 
every  visit  made,  covering  the  general  condition  of  the  library, 
the  work  done  by  the  visitor,  and  the  recommendations  made  for 
future  work  to  be  undertaken.  These  rei)orts  are  tiled  and  are 
constantly  used  by  the  staff.  The  reports  are  of  especial  value 
when  for  any  reason  a  change  of  visitor  is  made,  as  the  new  visi- 
tor having  at  hand  the  history  of  the  library  can  easily  take  up 
and  carry  forward  the  work.  We  consider  these  reports  on  the 
different  libraries  of  great  value. 

TiiK  Financial  Nkeds  of  Libraries 

It  is  of  course  a  fact  that  in  practically  every  city  in  the  state 
the  greatest  obstacle  to  successful  library  work  is  lack  of  funds. 
Back  of  tliis  financial  difficulty,  however,  is  the  principle  which 
must  not  be  ignored,  that  no  library  will  succeed  which  does  not 
serve  the  community.  The  first  imi)ulse  of  the  ambitious  librar- 
ian is  to  get  more  money  so  as  to  be  able  to  do  big  things  for  the 
city.  The  i)rocess  must  be  reversed.  The  library  must  do  bijr 
things  for  the  community  in  order  that  the  community  may  be 
ready  to  give  more  money  to  the  library. 
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The  library  must  reach  all  classes.  It  must  furnish  recreative 
reading  for  those  with  leisure,  information  for  the  studious,  and 
must  be  of  utilitarian  and  financial  service  to  those  interested  in 
civic  and  municipal  problems.  The  public  men  of  the  communi- 
ty will  not  be  interested  in  the  public  library  which  has  not  inter- 
ested itself  in  the  affairs  in  which  the  community  is  interested. 
If  in  working  for  an  increased  appropriation  the  librarian  finds 
that  the  men  of  affairs  in  the  community  take  little  interest  in  the 
library,  the  librarian  must  ask  herself  the  question  whether  or  not 
this  condition  does  not  arise  because  she  has  taken  too  little  in- 
terest both  in  the  public  affairs  and  in  the  men  of  affairs. 
The  commission  believes  and  advises  that  it  is  up  to  the  librarian 
to  inquire  of  herself  what  she  has  done  during  the  year  to  help  the 
men  to  whom  she  now  goes  for  help.  What  activity  has  she  en- 
gaged in  which  appeals  to  and  helps  the  intelligent  men  of  the 
community  engaged  in  professional  work,  in  politics,  in  civic 
improvement,  in  municipal  administration  and  finance.  If  the  li- 
brarian has  made  her  library  an  instrument  to  help  the  city  in  its 
improvements  and  progress,  if  she  has  made  the  progressive  and 
conscientious  city  official  feel  that  one  of  the  aims  and  achieve- 
ments of  the  library  is  to  aid  in  civic  enteri)rises,  she  will  find 
that  her  claims  for  consideration  in  the  matter  of  appropriation 
will  have  champions  who  are  in  a  position  to  do  real  service. 

The  principle  is  a  broad  one.  Every  successful  effort  to  serve 
the  community  creates  champions  ready  to  help  in  getting  in- 
creased appropriations.  If  the  school  children,  for  example,  are 
brought  to  the  library  and  there  aided  in  their  school  work,  their 
parents  will  know  it.  Success  with  children  means  success  in  the 
eyes  of  the  parents,  and  the  chances  are  that  among  these  parents 
wmU  be  found  city  officials  and  others  in  a  position  to  be  of  great 
assistance. 

Cooperation  With  Schools  am>  Work  With  Children 

Among  the  phases  of  library  work  upon  which  the  commission 
is  now  laying  special  emphasis  is  that  of  the  cooperation  of  the 
library  with  the  schools  of  the  community.  It  is  the  policy  of 
the  state,  as  evidenced  by  the  statutes,  that  the  library  should  be 
closely  related  to    the  school  system  of  the  state.     The    state  sup- 
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erinteiuli>nt  of  imblic  instruction  is  a  member  of  the  state  library 
commission;  tlu*  siifwrintendent  of  schools  of  every  city  is  a  mem- 
l)er  r.i*  r;J^V/f>  of  tho  library  board:  under  the  law  reqairing  the 
oxi)enditure  of  certain  sums  for  the  puri)oae,  there  is  a  school 
library  in  nearly  every  school  house:  the  law  also  requires  those 
ai>plyinjr  for  second  ijfrade  teachers'  certificates  to  have  a  knowledfire 
of  the  caUilojfuinjr  of  libraries. 

'^riic  commission,  apart  from  its  keen  appreciation  of  the  value 
of  the  work  with  the  schools,  has  therefore  deemed  it  its  duty  to 
carry  out  the  spirit  of  this  statutory  policy.  It  is  everywhere 
stronprly  urjrinjr  the  closest  workinjr  relationship  between  the 
librarian  and  the  teacher.  In  many  cities  classes  are  sent  in 
school  hours  to  the  public  library,  there  to  learn  the  use  of  books, 
and  the  resources  of  the  library.  The  library  work  is  considereii 
a  scho»>l  duty,  an<l  credit  is  jriven  for  work  done  there.  It  is 
foun»l  neci'ssary  in  other  places  for  the  librarian  to  visit  the  schools 
in  order  to  reach  the  i>upils,  although  experience  indicates  that 
the  ideal  method  is  for  the  classes  to  come  to  the  library.  In  all 
of  thr  lary:er  places,  also,  ijfroups  of  books  including  such  as  are 
particularly  useful  Xo  the  pupils  are  sent  to  the  school  room  to  be 
left  fur  a  consitlerable  j).*riod  of  time  and  circulated  under  the  di- 
r.'ction  of  the  teacher. 

Mfinb'Ts  i}\'  the  commission  staff  have  prepared  outlines  for  the 
work  with  tin*  schools  and  for  instruction  to  be  given  to  the 
pii]>lir  school  j)Upils  with  rcfcrentu^  to  the  resources  of  the  library, 
and  have  soutrlit  in  <*very  way  p(»ssible  to  induce  the  librarian 
and  th«*  t«*a<-li(*r  to  cooperate  in  the  work.  The  staff  have  also 
vi'^ilrd  a  nmnln'r  of  educational  mectintrs  to  urjjfe  uiK>n  teachers, 
by  addresses  and  by  personal  su«rtrestion,  the  value  of  this  coop- 
eration from  the  educational  standpoint. 

The  first  and  mo^t  direct  result  of  this  cooperation  is  that  the 
pupil  i<  l>eiu'lite<l  in  hi>  sehool  work,  since  the  riches  of  the  library 
si)lendi«lly  supplement  the  necessary  narrowness  of  the  text  book. 
The  second  and  m«)re  indirect  result  is,  after  all,  more  important. 
In  the  library  the  pupil  has  learned  the  resources  of  literature,  be 
iia>  acquired  a  taste  for  readin<r,  a  taste  in  reading.  If  he  has 
imce  enjoyed  this  companionshi|>  of  books,  he  will  continue  to  be 
a  patron  of  the    library  lon«r  after  the  <loors  of  the  public    school 
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are  closed  to  hira.  The  library  will  become  his  continuation 
school.  He  is  in  a  fair  way  to  become  an  educated  person,  even 
though  he  never  again  enters  the  school  room. 

The  time  has  come  when  no  librarian  is  considered  profession- 
ally efficient  who  does  not  persistently  and  systematically  seek  to 
co«I)erate  with  the  schools.  The  interest  of  the  child,  we  think, 
demands  that  a  standard  shall  be  established  under  whicli  no  te.ich- 
er  shall  be  considered  professionally  efficient  who  does  not  appre- 
ciate that  she  must  make  her  every  pupil  familiar  with  the  library; 
under  which  no  teacher  will  care  or  dare  to  fail  to  open  to  the 
pupil  tlie  library  door  that  leads  to  all  the  resources  and  riches, 
the  pleasures  and  profit  that  come  from  familiar  companionship 
with  books. 

Not  only  do  the  libraries  of  the  state  cooparate  with  the  schools, 
but  they  seek  in  every  way  possible  to  interest  the  younger  gener- 
ation in  the  library  and  in  good  reading.  In  miny  libraries  the 
children  are  brought  to  the  library  for  a  story  telling  hour. 
Every  story  is  told  upon  the  theory  that  it  will  lead  to  the  read- 
ing of  some  good  book.  The  curiosity  of  the  child  who  has  heard 
a  story  from  one  of  the  children's  classics  is  aroused,  and  he  is 
led  to  read  the  classic  itself.  With  this  same  principle  in  mind 
the  libraries  in  one  or  two  cities  in  the  state  are  making  use  of  the 
moving  pictu'*^*.  In  one  case  the  librarian  told  to  a  large  audience  of 
.school  children  gathered  in  the  library  auditorium  a  simple  version 
of  Lt novel nt  ((ml  Eh(ini\  ex])laining  that  the  pictures  soon  to  be 
l^iven  would  illustrate  the  story  told  and  that  the  story,  as  well 
as  others  of  a  similar  nature,  could  be  found  at  the  loan  desk 
in  the  children's  room.  Then  for  twenty  minutes  the  moving 
pictures  upon  the  screen  retold  the  story,  the  background  of  scen- 
ery and  the  costuming  of  characters  being  in  [)erfect  harmony 
W'ith  the  spirit  of  the  theme.  Then 'the  librarian  outlined  the 
>*tory  of  OUi^i-r  Ttrixt^  explaining  who  the  autiier  was,  what  the 
tjook  was,  and  that  the  book,  as  well  as  other  books  by  the  same 
author  could  be  obtained  in  the  librarv.  Then  for  twenty 
iTiinutes  this  story  was  also  told  in  moving  pictures  upon  the 
»creen.  These  stories,  told  orally  and  pictorially,  necessarily  in- 
terested every  child  in  these  two  pieces  of  literature.  Should  the 
effects  of  this  hour  in  the    librarv    mean    nothinji-    more    than    a 
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clear  conception  of  tliesc  two,  it  would  be  worth  while.  It  was 
foiuul,  however,  that  many  who  saw  the  pictures  went  to  the 
desk  hiter  to  learn  more  of  the  stories  told  and  to  learn  of  others 
similar  to  them. 

THK  LlllKAKV   AS  A   SoriAi.   FoRrE 

It  seejns  to  be  an  economically  sound  principle  that  the  pablic 
library  buildiny:  should  b'j  not  only  a  place  for  storing  and  dis- 
tributing rea<lin^  matter  but  also  a  meeting  place  for  study  clabs, 
womenV  clubs,  commercial  clubs,  and  debating  clubs  of  the  com- 
munity, and  that  it  should  contain  a  general  auditorium  for  lec- 
turi's  and  other  meetiuj^s  of  an  educational  character.  Unless  the 
library  building  is  used  for  these  purposes,  there  is  in  many  com- 
munities no  place  available  for  such  uses.  The  economy  resuhingr 
from  placing  these  all  under  one  roof  where  they  can  be  heated  by 
one  heating  plant,  cared  for  by  one  janitor,  and  supervised  by  one 
custodian,  is  evident.  Most  of  the  libraries  of  the  state  have, 
therefore,  l»esides  the  room  used  for  general  library  puri>08es,  an 
auditorium  and  other  smaller  club  rooms.  The  librarians  of  the 
state?  are  assisting  in  special  reference  work  for  debating  clubs, 
study  clubs  and  commercial  clubs,  and  are  taking  an  active  inter- 
est in  civic  improvement  leagues.  They  arrange  for  exhibitions 
and  recL^ptions  in  order  to  bring  the  ])cople  of  the  community  to 
tlie  library  building  and  make  its  i)ossibilitii?8  known  to  all.  The 
libraries  of  the  state  cooperate  in  every  way  possible  with  tliB  lo- 
eal  and  state  boards  of  health,  and  have  proved  to  be  efficient  dis- 
tributing i)oints  for  the  literature  issued  by  the  an ti -tuberculosis 
nssoeiation. 

From  a  library's  standiioint,  the  commission  has  felt  that  cen- 
tering all  these  activities  in  the  library  building  has  a  tendency  to 
make  of  all  the  persons  attending  these  meetings  library  patrons. 
It  has  a  tendency  to  bring  those  who  would  be  interested  in  good 
H'ading  matter  into  toiu^h  with  the  good  reading  matter  kept  in  the 
library.  Whenever  any  group  of  ])i'rsons  are  brought  to  the  li- 
brary, whatever  the  occasion  and  whatever  the  subject  under  oon- 
si»lrration,  the  librarians  are  urged  to  have  at  hand  a  collection  of 
books  bearing  upon  the  subject  and  suitable  to  the  needs  of  the 
jn-rsons   ]»resent.     The   librarian  is  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
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that  her  main  function  is,  after  all,  to  place  the  right  book  in  the 
hands  of  the  right  person.  All  other  considerations  are  secondary 
to  this. 

The  visitors  from   the  commission   have  frequently  suggested 
these  various  fields  of  community  helpfulness  and  have  often  been 
present  personally  to  insure   success  in  carrying  out  the  sugges- 
tions. In  some  cases  some  special  efforts  along  these  lines  have  im- 
onediately  resulted  in  increased  appropriation. 

Men's  Rkai>ix<'  Rooms 

Sociological  investigators  maintain  that  it  is  social  instinct 
rather  than  thirst  which  takes  the  unattached  man  into  the  saloon 
and  other  places  of  questionable  influence.  It  is  often  true  that 
the  workingman,  without  a  home,  has  no  place  to  which  he  can  go 
for  an  hour  of  reading  and  smoking  and  unrestricted  association 
with  other  men.  The  commission  has  taken  the  position  that  a 
men's  reading  room  so  conducted  as  to  be  a  smoking  room  and  a 
•club  room  as  well  meets  a  definite  need.  The  tables  should  be 
filled  with  daily  papers,  attractive  comic  and  illustrated  weeklies, 
popular  monthlies,  and  periodicals  of  a  technical  character.  Many 
cities  have  instituted  such  reading  rooms,  and  while  they  are  not 
patronized  as  much  as  they  should  be,  they  are  to  some  extent 
meeting  this  demand. 

MrxicirAL  Rkferknck 

Somewhat  related  to  the  use  of  the  library  as  a  social  center  is  tho 
work  of  meeting  the  need  that  exists  in  every  community  for  the 
latest  and  best  literature  bearing  upon  civic  subjects.  The  com- 
mission is  urging  the  libraries  of  the  state  to  recognize  in  their 
collection  and  handling  of  material  the  need  of  the  city  officials  and 
others  interested  in  municipal  government.  Much  is  being  printed 
relating  to  the  problems  of  the  city,  and  this  should  be  collected 
-and  made  easily  accessible  to  official  and  citizen.  Possibly  no 
other  line  of  library  work  is  more  directly  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity in  a  utilitarian  sense  or  show*  results  more  (luickly  than 
this  municipal  reference  work.  If  the  library  can  demonstrate 
that  those  struggling  with  the  practical  city  problems  can  be 
helped  in  the  library,  the  librarian  will  not  lack  friends.     If   she 
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can  deliver  to  the  city  attorney,  worried  over  a  proposed  fran- 
chise, Wilcox  on  Municipal  Franchises  with  the  assurance  tlut  it 
is  the  last  word  on  the  subject;  if  the  mayor,  seeking  to  settle 
paving  problems  is  given  comparative  data  out  of  the  experience  of 
other  cities;  if  the  aldermen  know  that  in  the  city  library  they 
can  find  valuable  material  on  sewerage,  street  lighting,  municipal 
water  works,  and  other  subjects  of  interest  to  them;  if  the  city 
officials  have  such  experiences  with  the  library,  they  will  need  no 
argument  to  convince  them  that  the  library  must  be  fairly  dealt 
with  in  matter  of  appropriation. 

Other  Phases  of  Commission  Work 

Some  of  the  work  of  the  commission  can  be  only  briefly  re- 
ferred to. 

Cooperation  witli  University  Extension.  The  commission  haJ 
inaugurated  during  the  past  year  special  cooperation  with  the  ex- 
tension department  of  tlie  Universitj^  of  Wisconsin,  having  loaned 
to  the  extension  department  study  groupo,  the  extension  depart- 
ment in  turn  placing  these  at  the  disposal  of  their  students.  I^ 
no  way  can  the  books  of  the  commission  be  put  to  a  more  exten- 
sive and  intensive  use,  and  it  is  recommended  that  this  work  be 
continued.  The  University  Extension  is  in  many  ways  workinjT 
along  lines  that  parallel  those  of  this  commission,  and  the 
heartiest  cooperation  is  reoonirnended. 

Publications.  The  bimonthly  publication  of  the  Wisconsin  Li- 
l)rary  Bulletin  has  been  continued,  aiul  from  reports  received 
from  various  places,  it  continues  to  be  of  great  value  to  the  h- 
brari(\^  of  the  state.      Some  special  articles    prepared   by  different 

> 

members  of  the  stall'  have  proved  of  great  value  to  the  libraries  i^ 
meeting  tiicir  practical  i)rol)Iems.  The  value  of  the  publication 
is  evidenced  l»y  Ji  considerable  subscrijition  list  from  outside  ot 
tlie  state,  and  by  demand  for  extra  copies  when  special  articlej^ 
are  inserted. 

In  May,  IDOi),  a  i)aniplilet  of  122  pages  entitled     Anniversaries 
and  Holidays,  refi'rences  and    suggestions   for   picture    bulletin? 
c<nnpiled     by     Miss    M.     E.     Ilazeltine,     assisted     by    the    staff 
was  |»ublislied.     Its  purpose  was  to- serve  as  a    guide  to  librarians 

• 

and  teachers  in  finding  material  for  bulletins  and   reading  lists  i^ 
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connection  with  the  celebrations  of  the  holidays  and  notable 
events  and  prominent  men  connected  with  such  days.  This 
pamphlet  has  been  in  demand  not  only  throughout  the  state,  but 
a  great  many  retfuests  for  it  have  been  received  from  beyond  the 
state. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  a  new  series  of  pamph- 
lets on  American  Social  Questions  has  been  started.  This  series 
consists  of  short,  selected  bibliographies  on  topics  of  vital  inter- 
est at  the  present  time  and  are  designed  to  aid  debating  societies 
and  others  interested  in  their  consideration.  These  bibliographies 
are  the  work  of  students  in  the  Library  School,  prepared  by  them 
in  fulfillment  of  the  graduation  requirements  of  the  school.  The 
following  have  been  issued:  The  Negro  Problem,  Immigration 
Problem,  Labor  Problem,  Poverty,  Concentrated  Wealth,  and 
Business  Morals. 

The  Suggestive  List  of  Children's  Books,  upon  the  revision  of 
which  the  Library  School  faculty  has  been  engaged  for  two 
years,  will  soon  be  ready  for  distribution.  It  is  a  handsomely 
prepared  pamphlet  of  104  pages.  In  the  process  of  its  prepara- 
tion various  experts  have  been  consulted  and  we  think  it  will  be 
«)f  si)ecial  value  in  the  selection  of  books  for  children.  The  work 
of  compilation  has  been  done  by  Helen  T.  Kennedy  with  assist- 
ance from  the  rest  of  the  staff.  The  need  for  a  new  edition  of 
the  original  list,  issuexl  in  1902  and  long  out  of  print,  has  been 
strongly    realized. 

The  commission  lias  recently  published  as  a  circular  of  infor- 
mation, Traveling  Libraries  in  Wisconsin,  with  directory  of 
stations"*  comj)iled  by  Miss  Lutie  E.  Stearns,  the  chief  of  tlie 
traveling  library  department. 

There  will  be  found  elsewhere  a  complete  list  of  the  publica- 
tions issued  by  the  library  com  mission  to  date. 

Getting  idle  books  into  circulation.  Tnder  the  contract  with 
the  American  Library  Association  publishing  board  calling  for 
the  delivery  to  the  commission  of  books  sent  to  the  board,  the 
Commission  foimd  itself  sunie  months  since  with  a  large  number 
of  very  valuable  books  on  its  shelves,  many  of  which  were  not 
fitted  for  the  ordinary  traveling  library  use. 

Some  of  these  have  been   placed  as  supplemontarv  books  in  the 
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Btiidy  ftrroupa.  Books  treating  of  agricultural  subjects  have  been 
made  up  into  s|)ecial  study  groups  and  sent  to  the  coanty  agri- 
cultural institutions.  Technical  books  suitable  for  the  purpose 
have  also  l>een  sent  to  university  extension  centers  where  techni- 
cal subjects  were  studied.  Books  treating  of  ecclesiastical  and 
religious  subjects,  the  circulation  of  which  among  laymen  might 
have  been  criticised,  have  been  placed  in  study  groaps  to  be  sent 
out  to  interdenominational  groups  of  ministers,  the  commission 
protecting  itself  by  the  definite  reservation  that  it  in  no  way  in- 
dorse<l  any  sentiments  expressed  in  the  books.  Some  of  the  ex- 
ceptionally attractive  books  have  l)een  made  up  into  groups  which 
have  }>een  sent  for  temporary  use  to  various  libraries  of  the  state 
to  be  there  advertised  and  featured  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
attention  to  the  local  library. 

As  a  result  of  tlie  distribution  of 'these  books  in  these  different 
ways,  the  secretary  is  glad  to  report  that  there  is  now  in  the 
quarters  of  the  commission  practically  no  idle  capital  in  the  form 
of  unused  books. 

Picturcfl.  During  the  term  covered  by  this  report  the  circu- 
lation of  the  fine  collection  of  imported  prints  and  other  pictures 
8c»cured  by  my  predecessor  has  been  inaugurated.  The  presence 
of  these  pictures  in  various  libraries  has  been  greatly  appreciated 
and  there  has  been  a  definite  demand  for  more  collections  than 
we  have  been  able  to  furnish. 


/.  >\  ■   ■■ . 
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THE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

In  the  previous  biennial  report,  the  record  of  the  Library  School 
was  almost  eiitlrelj^  of  its  inception  and  e2Lr\y  organization.  The 
present  report  will  show  the  strengthening  of  that  organization  in 
all  departments.  This  period  spent  in  perfecting  the  work  of  the 
opening  years  has  been  a  most  profitable  one,  for  after  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  initial  work  has  become  the  judgment  of  experience, 
a  term  of  years  is  needed  in  which  to  improve  and  perfect  the  or- 
ganization. 

This   report  covers   the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  school. 
The  achievement  of  the  school's  progress  most  important  to  record 
is  the  successful  establishment  of  the  joint  course  with  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin  just  arranged  for  at  the  close  of  the  last  bi- 
ennial poriod.     In  this  course  a  student  of  ability  and  energy  can, 
in  four  years,  with  the  opportunity  afforded   by  the  summer  ses- 
sion of  the  University,  take  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  and  at 
the  same  time  complete  the  technical  training  required  by  the  Li- 
brary   School.     In  the  first  two  years  students  take  the  regular 
freshman   and    sophomore   work    of  the    College  of  Letters   and 
Science,  choosing  such  courses  as  will  enable  them  to  pass  the  en- 
trance examination  of  the  Library  School.     In   the  junior  and  se- 
iiior  years,  they  substitute  equivalent  courses  in  the  Library  School 
for  ten  unit  hours  of  University  work  each  year. 

This  arrangement  was  effected  late  in  the  spring  of  1908,  with 
little  opportunity  to  give  notice  of  the  new  course  thus  opened  to 
University  students.  Two,  however,  presented  themselves  for  ex- 
amination in  June  of  that  year;  one  a  junior  with  advanced  stand- 
ing, the  other  a  sophomore.  Both  were  admitted  to  the  school. 
In  June,  1909,  six  came  up  for  examination,  i\v(}  of  whom  were 
admitted;  in  June,  1910,  seven  were  examined  and  six  admitted. 
The  school  has  given  its  certificate  to  three  joint  course  students, 
five  will  receive  certificates  in  June  1911,  and  five  juniors  remain 
seniors  to  graduate  in  1912.     A  number  of  underclassmen  have 
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already  planned  their  work  for  the  freshman  and  sophomore  years, 
with  a  view  of  taking  the  joint  library  and  university  course  in 
the  appointed  time. 

Since  the  joint  arrangement  the  Library  School  has  readjusted 
its  entire  schedule  of  hours  for  lectures,  quizzes,  student  confer- 
ences, and  practice  work,  to  meet  the  schedule  needs  of  the  joint 
course  students.  Juniors  spend  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  the  Li- 
brary School;  seniors  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday.  It  was 
extremely  gratifyinjr  to  find,  however,  that  the  curriculum  waf^ 
sound,  and  that  no  fundamental  chancres  were  required.  The 
graduates  of  the  joint  course  ar.^  tilling  responsible  positions,  and 
the  seniors  give  evidence  of  meeting  the  requirements  for  a  good 
library  appointment. 

In  the  biennial  report  for  1907-1908  considerable  space  was  de- 
voted to  a  discussion  of  the  curriculum  of  the  school.  This  curri- 
culum as  discussed  in  that  report  has  remained  unchanged  in  iu 
foundations.  Minor  changes  have  been  made  to  render  it  more 
perfect  pedagogically  and  to  balance  the  different  courses  offered 
by  strengthening  some,  shortening  others,  by  cutting  out  alto- 
gether the  non-essential,  and  by  correlating  all  more  closely. 
When  a  professional  course  covers  only  one  year  every  period  of 
instruction  must  hv  closely  scrutinized,  to  make  sure  tliat  what  it 
contains  is  absolutely  essential  and  properly  related  to  the  other 
instruction. 

The  entrance  reciuirenients  remain  as  they  were  fixed  by  the 
Commission  at  its  annual  meeting  in  1906.  These  entrance  re- 
(piirements  have  l)een  rigidly  enforced,  many  poorly  prepared  stu* 
dents  have  been  rejected,  and  the  high  standard  of  the  school  has 
been  maintained  and  from  vear  to  vear  advanced. 

•  « 

Tlie  grade  of  scliolarsliip  attained  by  the  students  in  the  joint 
course  coming  to  tlui  library  work  after  two  years  in  the  ITniver- 
sity  has  been  so  high  as  to  demonstrate  that  the  mental  discipline 
of  a  collegiate  course  adds  materially  to  the  students'  power  of 
ac<|uisition.  This  inii)els  us  toward  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  establish  higher  entrance  requirements.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  academic  accomplishment  is  inno 
<legree  a  substitute  for  the  ])ersonality  test.  We  still  regard  suit- 
able personality  as  a  more  important   preliminary   equipment  for 
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library  work  than  scholastic  attainment.  Unless  this  relative  im- 
portance of  personality  is  persistently  borne  in  mind  in  considering 
applicants,  we  believe  that  the  output  of  the  school  will  distinctly 
deteriorate. 

The  Held  ))ractice,  which  is  the  characterizing:  feature  of  this 
library  school,  and  is  boing*  adopted  in  var\'ing  degrees  by  the  older 
schools,  has  been  emphasized  and  j^ood  has  resulted  to  the  school 
and  to  the  libraries  of  the  state. 

Darin jr  the  field  practice  of  1909  (February  and  March)  a  card 
catalojrue  was  made  for  the  jmblic  library  at  Elroy,  and  much 
assistance  was  given  on  the  catalogues  of  the  public  libraries  at 
Fond  du  Lac,  Green  Bay,  Reedsburg,  and  Racine;  also  at  Stout 
Institute,  Menomonie.  At  Wausau  a  library  school  student  served 
as  acting-librarian  during  February  and  March  and  was  engaged  to 
return  as  permanent  librarian  upon  her  graduation  in  June.  At 
Appleton,  a  student  appointed  to  the  library  for  each  month  was 
able  to  give  much  assistance  during  the  absence  of  the  librarian. 
The  libraries  at  Antigo  and  Ashland  also  received  assistance  from 
students.  Four  students  were  assigned  ^to  Madison,  two  for  each 
month;  two  students  each  to  Watertown  and  Rhinelander,  and 
one    each  to  Portage  and  Neenah. 

The  Held  practice  for  1910  continued  assistance  in  cataloguing 
to  the  libraries  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Green  Bay,  and  Racine,  while  the 
revision  of  the  catalogues  at  Aferrill  and  Janesville  was  com- 
menced. Tlie  library  of  New  London  was  reorganized  and  cata- 
logued, and  those  of  Oregon  and  Tomahawk  organized.  Assistance 
was  given  the  library  of  Ashland  in  cataloguing  children's  books- 
The  libraries  of  Sturgeon  Bay  and  Wauwatosa  received  the  as- 
signment of  a  student  to  each  for  one  month.  During  the  absence 
of  the  librarian  at  Whitewater  on  account  of  ill  health  a  .student 
was  acting  librarian  for  two  months.  The  other  assignments 
were  as  follows;  one  student  for  a  month  each  to  Antigo,  Baraboo* 
Kenosha,  Manitowoc,  Marinette,  Stout  Institute,  ]\Ienomonie  and 
Wausau;  two  students  for  a  month  each  to  Madison,  Marshfield,  and 
Watertown.  The  students  in  the  joint  course  were  assigned 
necessarily  to  the  libraries  in  Madison;  two  to  the  Legislative  Ref- 
erence Library  and  four  to  the  Madison  Free  Library. 

During  the  two  j^ears,   thirty -eight     libraries     have   profited    by 
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the  work  of  the  studoiits,  not  only  in  the  way  of  actual  work  ac- 
complished, hut  indirectly  through  the  inspiration  of  contact 
with  students  fresh  from  their  class    work. 

DurinjLT  the  year  ending:  June  oO,  ls)ut>,  nineteen  students  sentoat 
for  this  ajiprent lee  work  ^iiw  services  in  tifUH'n  different  libraries 
of  the  state.  The  technical  work  done  by  them  during  the  year 
aj?if related  a  total  of  thirty -(»i<;:ht  months,  or  more  that  the  equiv- 
alent of  the  entire  time  of  three  skilled  workers  for  the  entire  year. 

Durinjr  the  year  ending  June  80,  1910,  twenty -six  students  sent 
out  for  this  apprentice  work  jrave  services  in  twenty-three  different 
lihraries.  The  technical  work  done  by  them  during?  the  year  ag- 
<^r(»jrated  a  total  of  fifty-twt)  months,  or  more  than  the  equiralcnt 
of  the  t?iitire  time  of  four  skille<l  workers  for  the  full  year.  The 
work  of  the  students  is  of  course  free  to  the  libraries.  Under  this 
system  \\w  Wisconsin  Commission  has  yfreatly  increased  its  help- 
fulness to  tht*  libraries  of  the  state. 

The  Wisconsin  Lilirary  Scho«>l  is  uni<|ue  among:  library  schools 
in  that  it  is  the  only  one  maintained  by  a  library  commission. 
The  advanta«r<'s  to  tlu*  school  arv'  considerable  as  shown  elsewhere 
ill  this  report.  Tlu'  libraries  of  the  state  have  profited,  since  the 
(\^mmissioii  is  enable<l  to  jjfive  assistance  which  would  be  impossible 
without  the  school.  This  apprentice  work  has  proved  a  most  ex- 
et'llent  practical  experience  for  the  students.  The  fact  that  the 
membi-rsof  the  instructi(Uial  staff  are  constantly  visitingf  libraries 
of  the  state,  larire  aiitl  small,  are  cominjr  in  contact  with  actual 
library  conditions  and  are  k(H»piii»r  iu  touch  with  the  practical  prob- 
lems of  the  library  world,  <rives  to  the  school  a  vitality  that  it 
nii«rht  otherwisi»  lack. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interestinji  to  report  that  a  number  of 
librarians  without  the  bounds  of  tiu'  state  have  made  requests  for 
student  help  durino'  the  Hehl  practice  period,  offerin^jf  to  pay  either 
the  (.'ommissioii  orilie  stutlents  th»*mselves  for  such  service.  But 
so  lon<r  as  the  libraries  of  our  own  state  need  the  help  of  the  sta- 
<lents,   we  can  not  «rrant  such  requests,  flattering?  as  they  are. 

Durinjr  the  two  years,  fully  seventy-five  trnstees  and  librarians 
of  the  state  hiive  visited  the  library  school,  attendinjsr  lectures,  in- 
spe(^tin«rthe(Mpiipm<*nt,consultinjr  with  thestaff,  and  remaining  from 

a  few  hours  to  :i  w(*ek.     These  calls  jrreatly  advance  the  pleasant  and 
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proBtable  relations  existing:  between  the  libraries  and  the   com- 
mission, and  evidence  the  cordial  spirit  present. 

Students  of  the  Library  School 

Four  classes  have  been  graduated  from  the  Wisconsin  Library 
School,  and  the  graduates  nuraV>er  eighty-five.  The  report  for 
the  classes  of  1*907  and  1908  is  contained  in  the  Biennial  Report 
of  this  Department  for  1907-1908.  A  summary  of  the  positions 
held  bj'  all  of  the  graduates  follows  this  section.  The  classes  of 
1909  and  1910  are  the  immediate  concern  of  this  report.  The 
class  of  1909  numbered  nineteen,  that  of  1910  twenty-six;  a  sum- 
mary shows  that  of  tlie  forty-five,  nineteen  w^ere  residents  of 
Wisconsin;  eight  of  Illinois;  six  of  Iowa;  three  each  of  Michigan 
and  Minnesota;  and  one  each  of  Alabama,  Indiana,  Nebraska, 
KewYork,  North  Dakota  and  Washington  state. 

These  graduates  have  all  secured  desirable  positions  at  the  time 
of  graduation.  In  fact,  many  positions  are  secured  weeks  in  ad- 
vance of  commencement. 

A  summary  of  the  positions  filled  by  these  two  classes  at  the 
present  time  follows: 

Wisconsin,  14  positions  filled,  including  four  as  librarians  at 
Antigo,  Wausau,  Stout  Institute  (Menomonie,  Wis.)  and 
Marshfield;  one  as  cataloguer  at  Racine,  six  as  assistants  at 
Superior,  Madison,  Slieboygan,  Oshkosh  and  Racine,  and 
three  in  Legislative  Reference  Library. 
Other  states: 

Minnesota  6 — Minneapolis  2,  one  each    at  St.    Paul,    Two 

Harbors,   Moorhead  and  Mankato. 
Illinois  5- -Chicago  2,  one  each  at  Freeport,  ^Lajnvood  and 

Rock  ford. 
Oregon  3 — Portland  2,  Pendleton  1. 
North  Dakota  2 — Bismarck  1,  Minot  1. 
Ohio  2 — at  C'incinnati. 
Missouri  2 — St.  Louis  1,  St.  Joseph  1. 
Kentucky  2— Frankfort  1,  Bowling  Green  1. 
One  each  in  Kansas,   California,    Iowa,    Texas,    Alabama, 

Michigan  and  Washington  state. 
Two  graduates  are  now  at  their  homes. 
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Short  Course 

In  the  fall  of  1907  the  experiment  was  tried  of  combining:  with 
the  opening  weeks  of  the  regular  school  a  course  of  instruction 
corresponding  to  the  work  done  in  the  summer  session.  The 
same  method  was  followed  in  1908  and  in  1909.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  summer  session  proper  of  the  library  school  held  in 
either  the  summer  of  1908  or  that  of  1909,  but  the  short  course 
was  given  in  those  years  during  a  period  beginning  with  the 
opening  of  the  regular  school  year  and  closing  at  the  Thanksgiv- 
ing recess.  The  course  in  1908  was  attended  by  thirteen  students, 
eleven  from  Wisconsin,  one  from  Indiana  and  one  from  Nebras- 
ka.  The  course  in  1909  was  attended  by  fifteen  students,  thirteen 
from  Wisconsin,  one  from  Iowa  and  one  from  Nebraska. 
This  arrangement  had  some  advantages.  The  students  tak- 
ing this  course  got  a  larger  view  of  the  work  and  a  broader  li- 
brary ac(|uaintance  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  students  of  the 
reguUr  course,  wliile  tlie  stiid:?nt8  of  the  regular  cours?  cam:  in  con- 
tact with  the  short  course  students,  many  of  whom  were  experi- 
enced librarians.  Then  too,  the  staff  was  relieved  from  instruc- 
tional duties  during  the  summer  months  and  left  free  to  do  Held 
work. 

It  has  beeii  found,  however,  that  the  quarters  of  the  school  are 
too  small  to  permit  the  carrying  on  of  both  courses  at  the  same 
tinij.  To  continue  this  adjustni.Mit  of  courses  would  also  have 
r(M|uired  the  purchase  ol"  additional  e(|uipment.  The  instruction- 
al staff  found  also  that  the  strain  of  carrying  on  both  courses  at 
the  same  time  was  consi(leral>le.  Possibly  the  greatest  objection, 
however,  was  in  the  fa(*t  that  the  librarians  of  the  state,  for 
whom  the  short  course  was  primarily  intended,  often  found  it  ira- 
l)ossible  to  attend  during  the  busy  fall  months,  although  they 
niiglit  be  able  to  attend  during  the  summer. 

The  coinrnissioii  has  therefore  abandoned  this  method  of  in- 
struction and  in  the  summer  of  1010  held  its  regular  summer 
school  session,  and  will  probably  continue  to  hold  summer  ses- 
sions as  lon*i'  as  the  short  course  is   needed  and  patronized   bN''    the 

librarians  of  the  state. 

Mary  Em(m;kne  Hazeltine, 

Prtcrptor  WiscoHnin    Library  School. 
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LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  work  of  the  Legislature  for  1909  showed  an  ♦  increase  in 
appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  department.  For  the  first  time 
also  the  department  has  been  able  to  get  men  to  follow  up  par- 
ticular pieces  of  work.  Mr.  Ford  MacGregor  followed  up  muni- 
cipal work.  Since  that  time  Mr  MacGregor  has  been  transferred 
to  the  University  Extension  Division  and  a  new  department  of 
Municipal  Reference  work  has  been  started  in  connection  with 
that  institution.  This  department  has  taken  up  to  a  large  extent 
the  work  of  furnishing  material  and  of  answering  questions  from 
the  cities  of  the  state.  It  has  worked  in  close  connection  with  our 
department  and  will  be  of  increasing  service,  I  believe,  as  time 
goes  on. 

It  seems  well  that  the  department  should  have  other  specialties 
of  this  general  nature  as  time  goes  on.  It  is  of  the  greatest  bene- 
fit to  the  legislature  and  to  the  state. 

During  the  session  this  department  was  called  upon  to  do  the 
indexing  of  the  session  laws.  Miss  Scott  worked  out  a  system  for 
that  and  did  the  work.  When  it  will  be  remembered  that  in 
previous  years  this  work  has  cost  sometimes  $700,  the  doing  of 
this  work  by  this  department  has  been  a  decided  saving  to  the 
state  of  at  least  that  amount  of  money.  The  index  made  by 
Miss  Scott  has  been  universally  approved.  The  ((uestion  comes 
up  now  as  to  this  work  for  the  next  session.  The  legislature  has 
seen  fit  to  give  us  a  very  slight  amount  of  money  indeed  compared 
with  the  work  which  we  do,  and  we  should  do  as  far  as  we  can 
the  broader  research  work  for  which  the  department  was  originally 
established.  In  England  the  statute  revision  committee  has  done 
this  index  work.  It  has  not  been  the  work  of  the  draftsmen. 
According  to  my  interpretation  tliis  work  properly  should  be 
done  in  the  revisor\s  office. 

The  number  of  bills  which  have  been  drafted  in  the  department 
was  materially  reduced  during  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
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but  I  believe  that  a  law  should  be  passed  or  a  rule  made  hy  thft 
leffislature  to  the  effect  that  no  bill  should  be  drafted  in  the  de- 
partment unless  it  has  the  signatures  of  at  least  ten  memben  of 
the  le^rislature,  or  of  all  the  meni])er8  of  a  iK>litical  paity  if  Mil 
]K>litieal  party  has  less  than  ten  meml)er8.  In  this  way  the  de- 
partment could  put  its  time  upon  the  drafting  of  bills  of  the 
greatest  im])ortance  rather  than  on  all  kinds  of  billa.  If  a  Ul 
is  of  sufficient  importance  to  retpiire  the  signature  of  ten  menlien- 
then  this  dejiartmcnt  should  draft  it.  This  process  will  Und  to 
kee])  down  the  number  of  trivial  bills  and  those  which  the  legUs- 
ture  will  not  take  up. 

The  index  of  local,  private  and  A])ecial  laws  has  been  completed 
since  the  last  session  of  the  le<^islature,  but  it  is  still  in  roasb 
shape  and  needs  to  be  put  into  form.  I  said  of  it  at  the  time  of  mj 
last  re]>ort  that  this  index  should  be  eventually  printed  and  that  the 
acts  should  be  so  annotated  as  to  show  what  has  been  repealed  and 
what  still  exists.  There  are  hundreds  of  ])rivate  rights  which  no- 
l>ody  knows  about  and  of  which  there  is  no  track  kept  and  this 
matter  shouhl  be  all  cleared  ui>  at  once.  This  department  has  not| 
howeviT,  the  money  to  continue  this  work.  It  seems  to  me  thst 
th<'  revisor  should  take  up  this  work  and  publish  an  index  of 
I)rivate,  local  and  special  laws,  showinjLr  what  has  been  repealed 
and  wliat  still  exists.  This  would  clear  u])  our  whole  law  snd 
tlien  with  our  statutes  and  our  revisor's  work  we  would  have  the 
wiiole  systematic  basis  lai<l  for  the  future  in  the  matter  of  statats 
law. 

1  recommended  in  my  last  report  that  an  index  of  the  reports  of 
important  data  in  the  journals  be  made.  This  has  been  made  sod 
will  make  accessible  for  the  future  a  j^reat  deal  of  hidden  material 
from  these  reports. 

AVhen  Miss  Hassc's  index  is  completed,  K^ivinjr  the  contents  of 
the  administrative  reports  of  the  jJTovernment  then  we  will  have 
that  data  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  study  of  the  jurispmdenoe 
beneath  our  statute  law  and  for  the  study  of  administrative  de- 
vices. I  have  predicted  in  many  of  the  rejwrts  that  the  time  will 
come  when  there  will  be  a  wide-spread  movement  among  thinkers 
and  scholars  to  ^J^ther  such  administrative  data  and  also  to  gather, 
classify  and  index  the  decisions  of  commissions  and  quasi -judicial 
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bodies  such  as  the  railroad  commission  and  the  attornej^  greneral. 
We  have  never  been  able  to  undertake  this  and  if  we  had  an  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose  we  would  be  able  to  help  along  this 
study.  It  seems  jierhaps  too  much  to  ask  at  this  time,  however. 
A  country- wide  movement  along  this  line  is  now  in  progress  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  such  work  will  increase  in  importance  as 
time  goes  on. 

I  recommended  in  my  last  report  that  when  "our  financial  con- 
dition will  justify  it  that  specially  trained  workers  be  secured  to 
take  up  each  of  the  important  branches  of  statute  law".  On  ma- 
ture consideration  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  the  creation  of  a 
large  department  of  research  in  law  in  the  University  of  Wiscon- 
sin closely  correlated  with  our  work  here.  The  relation  between 
the  state  and  the  University  here  has  come  to  such  a  point  that  we 
should  have  this  department  of  research  just  as  well  as  we  have 
the  department  of  research  into  wood  or  products,  or  just  as  much 
as  we  should  have  research  into  agriculture,  or  any  of  the  other 
scientific  work  now  done  at  the  University.  This  could  be  easily 
accomplished  with  $30,000  or  ^^40,000  a  year.  Five  or  six  men 
could  be  procured  at  the  University,  each  one  of  whom  would  be 
an  expert  in  some  particular  branch  of  work,  such  as  administra- 
tive law,  history  of  statute  law,  procedure  of  the  courts,  relation 
between  law  and  economics,  and  comparative  constitutional  law, 
etc.  These  men  could  be  placed  under  a  sei)arate  contract.  This 
could  be  arranged  so  that  they  would  do  very  little  teaching  work 
and  a  great  deal  of  research  work,  and  when  called  upon  by  the 
legislature  of  the  state  they  could  meet  in  council  and  answer 
specific  questions  put  to  them  ui)on  matters  of  statute  law  or  of 
the  jurisprudence  beneath  statute  law.  There  would  be  no  fear  of 
such  a  department  getting  into  politics  as  the  duties  of  such  a  de- 
partment should  be  confined  to  answering  specific  questions.  Cor- 
related with  the  work  of  our  department  such  a  department 
would  be  of  wonderful  service  to  this  state  and  would  have  a  won- 
derful effect  on  this  country  not  only  upon  jurisprudence  and 
statute  law  but  ultimately  on  those  considerations  which  must 
come  up  with  the  everchanging  conditions  of  our  economic  life. 
It  is  my  hope  to  see  such  cooperation  established  in  the  near 
future.     To  carry  out   this  cooperation  successfully  there    should 
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hft  an  extra  appropriation  for  our  department  of  at  least  $10,000  a 
year. 

AVe  cannot  hope  to  keep  the  attorneys  who  are  now  working 
in  our  department  as  draftsmen  at  the  insignificant  sum  which  we 
pay  thera.  The  work  is  too  important,  too  great  in  its  scientific 
influence  for  good  or  evil,  to  keep  iK)orly  paid  men  here.  The 
men  we  have  are  good  men,  but  we  cannot  hoi^e  to  induce  them  to 
remain  much  longer  at  the  small  wages  which  they  now  receive, 
and  so  it  is  with  all  our  best  workers.  We  cannot  hope  to  keep 
many  of  the  people  we  have  at  the  price  which  we  paj'.  The  depart- 
ment has  been  a  success  in  every  way.  It  is  beyond  the  experimental 
stage  and  if  we  are  to  look  to  the  future  to  do  the  really  great  work 
which  we  can  do,  we  must  have  a  larger  appropriation.  The  depart- 
ment cannot  stand  still.  It  must  go  backward  or  forward. 
Everyone  who  has  examined  the  work  of  this  department  is  of 
the  opinion  that  it  has  done  great  service  and  it  has  elements  of 
great  strength  in  it.  It  is,  therefore,  a  good  investment  for  the 
state  and  should  be  well  supported.  If  it  is  not  well  supported  I 
l>re(liet  in  the  near  future  that  it  will  go  to  pieces,  because  the 
best  pe()i)le  in  it  will  leave  and  their  places  cannot  be  filled  be- 
cause it  takes  years  of  si)ecial  training  to  fill  such  places. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  demand 
there  is  tor  work  of  this  kind.  I  have  on  my  desk,  as  I  write*  this 
report,  reciuests  for  three  indexers  from  this  department  at  $1,000 
each;  and  one  re(|ue8t  fur  a  man  to  run  a  city  department  at  $1,500. 
I  can  fill  none  of  these  i)laees.  It  seems  that  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  should  maintain  some  kind  of  school  for  sj^ecial  li- 
Ijrarians  whcMvin  men  and  women  could  be  taught  this  work. 
There  are  over  twenty  departments  in  this  country  doing  this  work 
for  the  states.  There  are  many  city  departments  starting  every 
day.  'J''he  national  government  will  probably  take  up  work  of 
this  sort  within  a  short  time.  In  fact  the  whole  field  of  trained 
workers  in  public  service  is  openiiig  up  in  this  country.  We  are 
only  followin*:'  what  Germany  has  done.  This  department  with 
its  laboratory  faeilities,  with  the  existence  in  Madison  of  the 
Tniversity  of  AViseonsin,  should  be  able  to  supply  public  ser- 
vants, experts  and  workers  for  this  whole  field  of  work.  There- 
fore, si)ecial  courses  at  the  University  of  AA'isconsin  in  connection 
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with  the  Library  Scliool,  or  in  connection  with  this  department 
would  be  of  great  service  not  only  to  this  state  and  to  the  states  in 
this  country,  but  would  create  broad  fields  of  work  for  many 
Wisconsin  boys  and  girls.  Some  will  say  that  we  should  not  do 
this  work  for  other  states.  My  reply  to  that  criticisn  is  that  we 
cannot  live  by  ourselves  alone.  We  are  a  part  of  a  great  move- 
ment of  a  great  nation  and  we  have  our  duty  to  perform  wherever 
we  can  perform  it  and  the  reflex  action  from  what  we  accomp- 
lish in  other  states  ui)on  our  own  state  will  in  itself  be  our  re\yard. 
I  hope  that  the  Free  Library  Commission  can  take  up  this  matter 
with  the  regents  of  the  L^niversity  and  make  a  re(|uest'for  special 
library    courses  which  will  supply  this  demand. 

Since  my  last  report  we  have  published  a  bulletin  upon  tenement 
house  legislation  and  one  upon  accident  insurance  for  workmen. 
We  have  now  in  jiress  one  upon  certified  public  accountants,  and  we 
have  brought  the  initiative  and  referendum  bulletin  up-to-date. 
By  the  time  this  report  reaches  you  we  will  have'prepared  a  revision 
of  the  corrupt  practic  bulletin.  These  little  bulletins  have  been 
<iagerly  sought  all  over  the  country  as  well  as  in  Wisconsin  and 
have  been  in  great  demand.  It  seems  too  bad  that  we  have  not 
been  able  to  jMiblish  more  of  them,  but  the  demands  of  the  last  year 
made  on  this  department  for  help  to  the  various  committees  of  the 
legislature  has  been  so  great  that  it  was  possible  for  us  to  do  only 
what  we  did. 

In  this  coniK'Ction  during  the  last  year  tliL^  depirtni^nt  has  spent 
considerable  sums  in  expensi^s  in  connection  with  the  industrial  ed- 
ucation committee.  It  is  only  fair  that  the  legislature  should  make 
an  ai)propriation  which  will  cover  the  extra  and  incidental  work 
which  is  re<iuired  by  such  committees.  However  much  these  com- 
mittees do,  nevertheless  there  are  incidental  things  which  workers 
who  have  received  long  training  can  do  and  which  will  be  constantly 
demanded  of  us  in  this  departniont.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to 
state  that  a  recent  report  from  the  Englisli  government  upon  in- 
vestigating committees,  or  royal  commissions  as  they  »re  called, 
advocates  tlu*  formation  of  a  special  staff  of  trained  investigators 
for  these  commissions.  The  workers  in  this  department  are  prac- 
tically trained  people  of  this  sort  and  without  the  authority  of 
statute  have  been  existing  as  such.      AVe  are  indeed   willing  to   do 
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this  work  but  the  drain  upon  our  resources  and  time  has  been  very 
great  and  we  think  it  only  fair  that  the  legfislature  should  make 
some  provision  for  this  department  because  of  its  assistance  to 
these  committees.  When  there  are  eight  or  nine  committees 
working  outside  of  the  legislative  session  and  we  have  the  great 
part  of  material  upon  which  they  must  start  to  build  their  conclu- 
sions, it  is  self-evident  that  such  committees  will  make  a  heavy 
drain  upon  our  resources  and  time,  and  I  repeat,  it  .will  be  only 
justice  to  this  department  to  recomi)ense  it  for  that  time. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  heavy  strain 
of  work  in  this  department.  The  work  must  be  done  quickly  when 
it  is  done,  and  the  unsanitary  quarters  in  which  we  have  been 
living  have  been  a  serious  detriment  to  the  health  and  work  of 
this  department.  This  is  especially  true  during  the  legislative 
session.  Since  this  department  has  started  it  has  had  the  most 
unfortunate  exi)erience  with  quarters.  We  do  not  think  it  is  good 
investment  for  the  state  to  allow  such  conditions  to  exist  and  we 
resi)ectfully  retpiest  [the  Free  Library  Commission  to  help  us  to 
better  these  conditions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  McCarthy, 

Chitf  of  Li  (fisfafivt   Hcferenfr  Departmt ut. 
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Toast  to  Traveling  Libraries 

Here's  to  our  traveling  libraries;  the  promoters  of  civilisation; 
the  makers  of  true  homes;  the  moral  uplifters  of  communities; 
the  benefactors  of  our  district  schools;  true  missionaries  in  the 
homes  of  the  isolated;  co-operators  unth  the  district  school  li- 
brary; destined  to  one  day  become  one  of  the  most  powerful  in- 
fluences in  our  state. 

Mrs.  Edward  Porter,  Estella,  Wis, 
Former  Custodian  Traveling  Library 
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It  is  through  the  traveling  libraries  that  the  Commission  touch- 
es the  citizens  of  Wisconsin  at  the  greatest  number  of  points. 
Traveling  libraries  i)romote  neighborliness  and  are  thus  a  great 
social  factor,  uniting  a  communitj'  through  a  common  possession 
and  interest.  Traveling  libraries  remove  the  feeling  of  isolation. 
They  enable  a  citizen  to  gain  what  James  Russell  Lowell  terms 
'*the  best  part  of  a  man's  education — that  which  he  gives  him- 
self." No  book  is  ever  placed  in  any  of  the  state  traveling  li- 
braries that  does  not  serve  at  least  one  of  three  purposes:  it  must 
inform,  refresh,  or  inspire.  The  books  of  sociology,  science,  use- 
ful arts,  fine  arts  and  other  classes  serve  the  first  imrpose — to  in- 
form; the  volumes  of  literature,  history  and  biography  inspire; 
and  the  works  of  fiction  refresh.  Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  occupants 
of  insane  asylums  are  farmers'  wives,  driven  there  by  never-end- 
ing drudgery.  It  is  hoped  to  reduce  this  percentage  through  the 
books  of  wholesome  good  cheer  in  the  traveling  libraries. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  i)opularity  of  the  libraries  as  a  whole,  it 
may  be  noted  that  the  circulation  of  all. of  the  traveling  libraries, 
excluding  the  study  club  libraries — these  being  mainly  used  for 
reference  purposes — has  been  216,439  for  the  biennial  period  as 
against  193,319  for  the  two  preceding  years.  These  figures  are 
not  guess-work,  as  they  are  taken  directly  from  the  book  cards 
Upon  which  entries  are  made  when  the  books  are  issued  by  the 
librarians.  The  total  circulation  is  really  larger  than  that  given, 
for  no  charge  on  the  book  card  is  usually  made  wlien  the  books 
are  read  by  the  familj^  of  the  custodian  of  the  library. 

The  growth  in  the  number  of  stations  for  the  last  seven  years 
has  been  as  follows: 

1904 190 

1900 . . '. 279 

1908 388 

1909 465 

1910 618 
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The  Traveling?  Library  Department  ha8  not  3'et  reached  its 
ideal.  This  is  due  to  insufficient  a()i)ropriation  for  books,  and 
hick  of  ad(M|uate  help.  Before  rural  free  delivery  was  established 
in  AVisconsin,  there  were  over  1,400  post  offices.  The  traveling- 
libraries  now  owned  by  the  state  reach  less  than  half  of  the  j daces 
that  were  larp:e  enough  in  the  old  days  to  have  post  offices.  There 
are  hundreds  of  other  settlements  that  could  be  supplied  were  the 
libraries  available.  A  fund  of  J5?5,0O0  a  year  could  be  utilized  to 
the  jj^reatost  advantat»:e  in  the  i)urchase  of  more  libraries.  The 
sum  of  *-2,.')lo  was  expended  for  40  new  traveling:  libraries  for 
rural  communities  durinfjr  the  last  biennial  period.  During  the 
same  period  130  new  stations  were  established,  27  resamed  and 
11  discontinued,  making  152  places  to  be  supplied  in  addition  to 
the  380  previously  existing?  stations.  This  shows  that  the  book 
purchases  are  not  in  any  way  keeping  pace  with  the  demand, 
and  that  more  money  shouM  be  appropriated. 

It  should  be  noted  here  that  in  the  terms  of  the  oommission  a 
'Miscontinued"  station  is  one  now  supplied  through  some  other 
atrency,  such  as  a  county  system  of  traveling  libraries.  An  *'in- 
active''  station  is  one  temporarily  without  a  library  but  which 
may  resume  at  anv  time.  Twentv-seven  such  stations  have  re- 
suuhmI  (lurin*:-  the  past  biennial  period.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
reduce  the  number  of  inactive  stations  as  far  as  ])ossible,  through 
correspondence,  '*follow-up  letters,"*  and  personal  visits.  Many 
more  >talions  that  become  inactive  could  be  again  resumed  if  more 
time  could  be  j^iven  to  field  work. 

There  should  be  more  ticld  workers  to  visit  the  existing  sta- 
tions an<l  to  locate  others  where  needed.  It  is  not  generally-  re- 
cogni/c(l  tliat  Wisc^^nsiii  is  as  large  as  the  combined  area  of 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  \'ermont  and  Connecticut.  For  this  ter- 
itory  of  .^OjUlO  s(|uare  miles,  tlu^n?  should  be  district  workers 
whose  business  it  sliould  be  U)  visit  the  stations,  hold  evening 
nieetin^^s  in  the  local  town  halls  or  scliool  houses  to  enlist  the  in- 
terest of  more  citizens  in  reading  the  books  provided.  Schools^ 
should  be  visited  while  in  session  to  call  attention  to  the  many 
ways  that  the  volumes  in  the  traveling  libraries  may  be  made  of 
usi'  to  the  teachers  and  students.  Isolated  communities  should  be 
huntvtl  out  antl  small  ;rroui)s  of  wholesome  books  and    magazines 
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sent  for  the  winter  months.  Larger  places  could  l>e  stimulated 
into  getting  traveling  libraries  and  later  establishing  small  publie 
libraries  for  themselves.  But  all  this  much  needed  field  work 
cannot  now  be  done  with  the  limited  fund  at  hand.  The  chief  of 
the  Traveling  Library  Department  is  the  only  one  in  the  field  at 
the  present  time  in  this  large  territory,  spending  about  two- 
thirds  of  her  time  in  visiting  stations,  re-establishing  discontin- 
ued stations,  locating  new  libraries,  addressing  farmers'  institutes, 
teachers'  gatherings,  women's  clubs  and  library  meetings.  The 
rest  of  the  time  is  devoted  to  necessary  correspondence,  the  selec- 
tion of  books  for  libraries,  the  stud^^  club  work  and  assisting  in 
the  general  field  work  of  the  commission.  While  many  stations 
arc  established  through  correspondence,  many  more  could  be  lo- 
cated by  personal  visits.  A  visit  made  last  fall  to  the  extreme 
northern  part  of  the  state  resulted  in  placing  a  number  of  librar- 
ies where  none  had  been  found  before.  In  Burnett  county,  ten 
traveling  libraries  were  located  or  newly  established;  in  Douglas 
County,  eight  new  stations  or  newly  established;  in  Ashland 
County,  three  new  stations;  in  Bayfield  County,  the  beginning  of 
a  new  public  library  at  Iron  River,  two  new  traveling  library  sta- 
tions and  one  re-established.  In  Vilas  County  four  new  stations 
were  established  during  one  visit  to  the  county.  This  work  is  be- 
ing done  as  time  permits  but  the  process  is  slow  and  many  ham- 
lets must  wait  under  existing  conditions. 

The  last  biennial  report  made  known  the  fact  that  every  travel- 
ing library  was  in  the  field.  A  waiting  list  will  undoubtedly 
confront  the  department  during  the  present  winter.  For  this  rea- 
son, and  the  reasons  given  above,  the  appeal  for  !B5,U00  made  by 
Mr.  Legler,  while  secretary  two  yean  ago,  is  urgently  renewed  at 
this  time. 

The  lack  of  monev  for  books  and  assistance  is  also  shown  in 
the  study  club  division  of  the  traveling  library  department.  Over 
eighty  clubs  have  been  supplied  during  the  past  season  with  study 
club  libraries,  while  others  have  received  magazine  references. 
The  Wisconsin  federation  of  women's  clul)s,  and  the  state  library 
commission  came  mto  existence  during  the  same  year,  and  have 
always  rc'mained  in  the  closest  association.  The  thirteen  study 
club  libraries  that  were  owned  ])y  the  state  federation  were  turned 
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over  several  years  ago  to  the  state  library  commission  for  circula- 
tion among  federated  and  unfederated  clubs.  The  Chief  of  the 
Traveling  Library  Department  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  liter- 
ary reference  bureau  of  the  Federation  for  many  years  past.  At 
the  present  time  the  commission  has  111  study  club  libraries  at 
its  disposal,  together  with  about  800  volumes  in  its  "open  shelf 
department.  The  state  historical  library  has  loaned  11  libraries  on 
Wisconsin  history,  all  of  which  are  now  in  the  field.  The  his- 
torical library,  university  library  and  the  city  library  have  been 
most  kind  at  all  times  in  supplying  reference  material.  All  re- 
quests for  debating  material  for  high  schools  and  other  organiza- 
tions have  been  sent  to  the  University  Extension  Division  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  this  being  properly  one  of  the  division's 
activities. 

In  the  department's  endeavor  to  reach  all  classes,  boxes  of  illus- 
trated weeklies  and  otiier  miscellaneous  illustrated  i>eriodicals 
have  been  sent  to  lumber  camps  and  to  the  Indian  reservations. 

I  desire  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  ex- 
ecutive clerk,  and  the  assistants  of  the  department.  It  is  no  easy 
matter  to  make  over  1,200  exchanges  of  libraries  a  year,  in  addi- 
tion to  sending  out  hundreds  of  groups,  study  material,  and  period- 
icals. The  receipt  of  each  library  must  be  entered  upon  both 
jylart  and  libra nj  cards.  The  library  is  then  checked  up  for  losses, 
the  circulation  taken,  and  each  book  examined  for  loose  leaves  or 
other  injury.  The  books  are  then  mended  or  sent  to  the  bindery, 
the  remaining  books  being  wrapped  to  be  ready  for  issuance  when 
the  library  is  again  made  complete. 

The  system  used  has  been  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  terms 
of  detail,  but  raucli  routine  is  still  necessary.  Twelve  items  in  the 
way  of  supplies,  in  addition  to  the  books  proper,  are  sent  with 
every  lil>rary,  all  of  which  are  carefully  checked.  The  above  does 
not  take  into  account  all  the  f)reparation  that  the  new  books  must 
undergo  in  the  way  of  order  cards  made,  books  checked  from 
bills,  opened  for  the  first  time,  stamped,  ''pocketed,"  library  and 
book  numbers  assigned,  shelf  and  series  cards  made,  etc.  The  full 
time  of  only  three  people  and  the  half-time  of  another  is  given  to 
this  work — a  small  force  indeed  when  all  the  labor  involved  is 
considered. 
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The  thauks  of  the  CoraiiiisHion  are  due  to  Mr.  Walter  E.  Larson, 
state  inspector  of  rural  schools,  for  making  knowD  the  fact  to  rural 
school  teachers  and  officers  that  traveling  libraries  may  be  secured 
for  rural  communities.  The  commission  is  indebted  to  Mr.  I^ar- 
son  more  than  to  any  other  citizen  in  the  state  in  this  connection. 

The  recent  publication  of  the  Handbook  of  Traveling  Libraries 
with  Directory  of  Stations,  copies  of  which  may  be  secured, 
makes  unnecessary^^a  more  extended  report  at  this  time. 

Miss  L.  E.  Stearns, 
C/ittf  itf  Trm*e1iHff  Xjibrary  l)r.}mrtmi'nt. 


The  foregoing  report  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commis- 
sion and  its  various  departments  for  the  biennial  period  ending 
June  30,  1910,  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  commission. 

Matthew  S.  DnDOEON, 

Setreiary. 
July  1,  1910. 
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It  is  with  re<rret  that  wc  record  the  death  of  Senator  James  H.  Stout, 
who  died  at  his  home  in  Menomonie,  December  7,  1910.  It  was  he  who 
first  established  a  traveling  library  system  in  Wisconsin,  expending  in 
doing  so  his  personal  funds;  it  was  he  who  in  the  state  senate  secured  the 
first  appropriation  for  a  commission,  who  became  the  commission's  first 
chairman,  who  by  persistent  interest  secured  various  advanced  appropria- 
tions, who  by  his  legislative  support  and  by  his  counsel  as  chairman 
made  it  possible  to  establish  the  library  school.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
commission  from  1897  to  11K)5,  when  the  increased  cares  of  his  private 
affairs  forced  him  to  give  up  the  work.  After  his  resignation  he  was 
succeeded  as  a  member  of  the  commission  and  as  chairman,  by  Hon. 
James  M.  Pereles  of  Milwaukee. 

It  becomes  necessary  also  to  record  the  death  of  Judge  James  M.  Pereles, 
who  died  in  Milwaukee,  December  11,  1910,  after  an  illness  which  had 
held  him  in  its  grasp  more  or  less  closely  for  many  months.  The  public 
spirit  which  Judge  Pereles  exhibited  in  his  relation  to  public  aflfairs 
made  of  him  when  he  came  in  contact  with  the  libraries  of  the  state  a 
jjatron  who  did  much  to  further  the  library  cause.  Wherever  he  found 
an  opportunity  to  aid  in  the  work,  he  was  quick  to  act.  Many  gifts  in 
the  interests  of  the  libraries  of  the  state  marked  his  career.  Among  those 
we  may  note  the  mon^  recent  gift  of  the  beautiful  electroliers  presented 
to  the  south  side  branch  library  of  Milwaukee.  We  must  also  note  his 
continued  maintenance  of  two  liberal  scholarships  in  the  Wisconsin  Library 
School,  these  hist  being  a  tribute  to  his  wife,  and  denominated  the  Jennie 
W.  Pereles  scholarships.  Judge  Pereles  was  for  many  years  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Milwaukee  Library  Hoard  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was, 
and  for  some  years  had  been,  chairman  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Com- 
mission. 

It  is  a  strange  fatality  that  recjuires  us  to  record  these  two  deaths 
occurring  within  a  few  days  (jf  each  other,  the  deathsof  the  only  two 
chairmen  which  the  Wisconsin  Librarv  Commission  has  ever  had. 


-rUIiGE   JAMKS   M.    PEBEI.K8. 
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TRAVELING  LIBRARY  8TATR)NS-1909-1910. 


Kind 

.    Total 
July  1. 
1906 

Added 

EnifUsh 

195 
17 
6 
11 
13 
05 

or 

21 
4 

136 

Fiction 

1 

Juvenile 

5 

New  lKX)k 

5 

Town 

34 

Stud.v 

15 

iierman 

11 

Norwe#rIan 

8 

Polisli 

6 

Totals 

399 

221 

1 

Discontin- 
ued 

Resumed 

1 

11 
4 

27 

2 

1 

7 

4 

1 . .. 

. 

29 

1 

27 

Total 

July  1, 

1910 


•347 
14 
9 
15 
40 
80 
74 
29 
10 


618 


•  Includes  those  temporarily  inactive. 


TRAVELING  LIBRARIES-1909-1910 


Kind 

On  hand  .1 

uly  1.  1908 

Additions 

Total  July  1.  1910 

Libraries 

• 

244 
17 
8 
13 
11 
80 

m 

33 

Volumes 

Libraries 

Volumes 

Libraries 

284 

17 

8 

21 

41 

111      . 
101 
40 
9 

Volumes 

Ensrlish 

13,087 

432 

343 

650 

1.100 

2.»J0 

3.3t>l 

1,155 

40 

2,206 

15,293 

taction 

432 

.Tuvenile 

343 

New  booit 

Town 

8  '* 
30 
31 

t 

I 

400 
3,000 
1.119 
315 
245 
295 

1.050 
4.100 

Study  club 

German 

3.  Vw 
3,676 

Norwegian 

Polish 

1.400 
2!!5 

Totals 

500 

23.008 

132 

7.571> 

632 

30.587 

TRAVKLING    LIBRARV      (iRor PS-SMALL     COLLECTIONS     OF     FOREIGN 

HOOKS,  ETC. 


Kind> 


Bohemian.. 

Danish 

French 

(ierman 

NorwejTlan. 

Polish 

HDecial 

.Swedish 


Totals. 


On  hand  July  1,  1908 


Gi*oups 


10 


114 
29 


153 


Volumes 


11(> 


1,149 
290 


1,55.) 


Additions 


Gixmps 


3 
1 


5 

27 

28 

5 

09 


Total  Job-  I.  1910 


Volumes  ;    Groui>s 


28 
21 


76 
272 
541 

54 

992 


10 

3 

1 

114 

34 

27 

28 

5 

222 


Volumes 


116 

28 

21 

1.149 

966 

272 

541 

54 
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CIRCULATION  OF  TRAVELING  LIBRARIES 


Kind 

1906-1906 

1907-1906 

190»-19!0 

Emrliah. 

90.418 
31.590 

142.066 
51.258 

165.023 

Foreifirn 

51.416 

Total 

122,007 

193.319 

216.489 

COI'NTY  8Y8TEM8  OF  TRAVELING  LIBRARIES 


Counts* 

Numi)er    .    .. 
Headtiuarters             of         Active 

libraries    stations 

1         i 

Custodians 

Columbia 

Portase '          21              17* 

Madison 16              14 

Menoroonie 37    1          22* 

Eau  Claire 13              13 

Jefferson 22              22 

La  Crosse  27    ,          26 

Marinette 32              20 

Milwaukee 10              10 

Oconto    24               17* 

Stevens  Point !          25              19* 

Baraixx) 22              22 

Wliiteliall 14    ,           14 

Oshkosii 36               31* 

Grand  Rapids  . . . .  |          .%              27* 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Clousrh 

Dodflre 

iT.  li.  B.  Thomas. 

Dunn' 

M».  (i.  Raffert}'. 
Public  Lil>rary. 
A.  J.  Thome. 

Eau  Claire 

■Jefferson 

La  Crosse 

Miss  Mary  Alice  Smith. 

Marinette 

Miss  Ada  J.  McCarthy. 

Milwaukee 

Oconto 

Joseph  V.  Caririil.t 
Mis.s  Gladys  M.  Tallett. 

Portaire ,  - .  r 

Miss  Mollie  Catlin. 

Sauk 

Miss  Kate  M.  Potter. 

Trempealeau 

WinnebaflTo 

Wood* 

Mi.H.s  A.  F.  Chaffee. 
Miss  Julia  Rupp. 
Miss  Edith  Rablin. 

1         334    1         274 

>  Maintained  by  Hon.  J.  H.  Stout. 

*  Maintained  by  the  J.  D.  Witter  esUte, 

*  In  many  cases  two  libraries  are  sent 
hand  beinff  thus  decreased. 


to  one  station,  the  num)>er  seemingly  on 
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LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  COMMISSION 

American  social  questions  (bibliographies) 

1  Negro  problem 

2  Immigration 

3  Labor 

4  Poverty 

5  Wealth 

6  Business  morals 
Anniversaries  and  holidays 
Biennial  report,  v.  1-8 

Check  list  of  journals  and  public  documents  of  Wisconsin,  1903 
Circulars  of  information: 

1  Kstablishing  a  library,  first  steps 

2  How  to  secure  a  traveling  library 

3  Suggestions  for  library  rules  and  regulations 

4  Magazines  for  the  small  library 

5  Cam))aigning  for  a  public  library 
G     Legislative  reference  department 

7  Traveling  libraries  in  Wisconsin 
Legislative  reference  department  bulletins: 

1  Railway  co-employment 

2  Lobbying 

3  Corrupt  practices  at  elections  (out  of  print) 

4  Exemption  of  wages 

5  Municipal  electric  lighting  (out  of  print) 
f)  Trust  company  reserves  (out  of  print) 

7  Taxation  of  trust  companies  (out  of  print) 

8  Municipal  gas  lighting  (out  of  print) 

9  Boycotting  (out  of  print) 

10  Blacklisting  (out  of  print) 

11  Initiative  and  referendum  (see  no.  21) 

12  The  recall  (out  of  print) 

13  Primary  elections 

14  Proportional  representation 

15  .Juvenile  courts 

16  Telephones;  interchange  of  service 

17  Mortga^'e  taxation 

18  Municipal  home  rule  charters 

li)  Tenement  house  legislation,  state  and  local 

20  Accident  insurance  for  workingmen 

21  Initiative  and  referendum:  state  legislation 

22  Certified  i)ublic  accountants 
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structioiiHl  department  pamphlets: 

1  Wisconsin  library  school,  1(K)U-10 

2  Short  course,  library  school,  1010 

3  Picture  collections  in  small  libraries 

4  Supplementary  course,  library  school,  1908 

5  Commercial  geography 

6  Books  on  missions 

7  How  to  care  for  books  in  a  library 
iscellaneous  pamphlets: 

Laws  of  Wisconsin  relating  to  libraries  and  the  free  library'  com- 
mission 
Library  extension,  by  G.  A.  Birge,  1905 
One  hundred  popular  German  books 
Some  W^isconsin  library  buildings 
udy  outlines: 

1  Japan 

2  Russia 

3  Canada 

4  Travel  in  England  and  Wales 

5  Travel  in  Scotland  and  Ireland 
(J    French  History 

7  Modern  Italy — History 

8  Shakespearo^s  King  John:  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson. 

9  Shakespeare's  King  Richard  Second:  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson. 

10  Shakespeare's  King    Henry   Fourth,   Part  I.-IL;  by    Mrs.  H.  A. 

Davidson 

11  Sliakespeare's  King  Henry  Fifth;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

12  United  States  History — Discovery  and  Exploration 

13  United  States  Historv — Colonial  Period 

14  United  Slates  Historv — Revolution 

15  United  States  History— Formation  Period,  1783-1817 

16  United  States  History— Expansion  Period,  1817-1860 

17  United  States  History— Civil  War  and  Reconstruction,  1860-1876 

18  United  States  History — From  Reconstruction  to  Date,  1876 — 

19  Travel  in  the  United  States 

20  French  Art 

21  American  Literature 

22  English  Literature — Early  Victorian  Period 
23'   Wisconsin  Historv 
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MADISON 

De.\I()(  liAT   PlllNTING  COMI'ANY,   StATE   PRINTER 

1912 


Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 


Ex-Officio: 

C.  R.  Van  IIise,  Prcskhnt  of  the  University  of  WU 

^ladison. 
Charles  P.  Cxry,  State  Superintendent,  Madison. 
Keuben  Gold  Tiiwaites,  Secretary  State  Historical 

^ladison. 

Appoinfal  Inj  the  Governor: 

^Irs.  Charles  S.  Morrls,  Berlin. 
AViLLiAM  II.  Hatton,  New  London. 

Offu'A  rs: 

Wjlll\m  II.  IIatton.  Chairman, 
Rkibex  Gold  Thwaite.s,  Vice-Chairman. 
Matthew  S.  Di'dgeox,  Xcrntary. 


]\Iadison,  July  1,  1912. 

To  Hon.  Fkancis  E.  McCiovekn.  Governor: 

Sir: — 1  lijivc  tlio  lionor  to  trniisiuit,  herewith,  the  ninik  k- 
eniiial  report  (llJll-1012'  of  the  AVisconsin  Free  Library  Gtac 
miss'ion.  in  accordaneo  ^vith  the  provisions  of  section  SSSa,  of  th 

AVisr-oiisiii  Statutes  of  1S98. 

Very  resi)eet fully, 

W.  H.  Hatton, 

Chairmtm. 
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WISCONSIN   FREE   LIBRARY   COMMISSION 


SECR  ET ARY  S  R  EPORT 

« 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  interest  to  the  state  that  the  Wiscon- 
sin Free  Library  Coiumission  is  under  the  state  law  engaged 
in  a  greater  number  of  activities  than  any  commission  in  the 
country.  It  is  the  only  commission  which  is  the  administrative 
body  in  control  of  a  legislative  reference  department.  It  is 
also  the  only  commission  which  conducts  a  library  school.  As 
the  commission  is  now  organized  it  is  administered  through 
four  departments:  one  department  engaged  in  establishing, 
organizing  and  maintaining  public  libraries,  one  conducting 
the  traveling  library  work  of  the  state,  one  an  instructional 
department  including  the  library  school  of  the  university 
which  is  still  under  the  control  of  the  commission,  and  the  leg- 
islative reference  department. 

WHAT  THE  COMMISSION  DOES 

1.    It  helps  establish,  organize  and  maintain  public  libraries. 

If  a  town  is  large  enough  to  support  a  public  library,  the  com- 
xtiission  begins  by  furnishing  a  traveling  library  which  costs 
the  locality  nothing.  Then  it  sends  speakers,  puts  articles  in 
the  paper,  writes  letters  and  does  everything  in  its  power  to 
explain  why  a  library  will  help  the  town  and  to  line  up  the 
citizens  behind  a  movement  for  a  public  library.  It  advises 
and  counsels;  it  furnishes  lists  of  books  to  be  bought  and  tells 
how  to  buy  them;  it  sends  workers  to  help  catalog  the  books 
and  organize  the  library.  AVhen  the  town  is  ready  for  a  new 
building,  it  makes  suggestions  as  to  plans,  shows  pictures  of 
buildings  elsewhere,  meets  with  the  library  board  and  gives 
counsel  and  advice.  If  an  application  is  to  be  made  for  a  Car- 
negie gift,  the  details  are  often  arranored  by  the  commission. 


4  WlSfoNMX    FkKK    I.IHkAllV   ( '(KMM  I>Sll  iN. 

No  inattiT  how  hii*^**  or  how  old  a  library  is,  the  commission 
ke^'ps  ill  toiu'li  witli  it,  visits  it  poriodieuUy,  sees  that  it  is  kept 
up  to  (latr.  s('i)(ls  spt'akors  to  arouse  interest,  publishes  lists  of 
new  hooks  and  material  on  new  subjects,  and  assists  in  every 
way  in  making?  it  an  cftVetive,  aggressive,  moral,  social,  educa- 
tional, and  utilitarian  foree  in  the  community.  During  the 
1  lien  Ilia  1  )>t'riod  \\u'  coiinnission  worktM-s  have  made  five  hundred 
visits  to  lihrjirirs  in  thr  state,  each  visit  extending  from  a  few 
liouiN  to  s**v»'ral  da  vs. 

2.  The  library  commission  makes  librarians,  liieeause  thert* 
are  not  enougli  well  trained  librarians  in  the  state  of  Wiscon- 
sin, tile  library  eoniniission  six  years  ago  established  a  library 
seliool  to  train  lil^rarians  who  might  take  charge  of  Wisconsin 
libraries.  This  sehool  is  now  as  big  and.  in  its  field,  as  good 
as  any  in  the  eountry.  In  its  instruction  it  tends  toward  the 
pra<'ti<'al  rather  tlian  tin*  theoretical.  The  instructors  fint 
s'liow  thr  stmleiits  how  to  <]o  things  and  then  take  them  out 
to  do  th<'se  things  in  AVis(*onsin  libraries,  in  Wisconsin  towns, 
with  AViseonsin  p«*oph'.  So  it  occurs  that  while  learning  to 
work  they  do  work  for  Wiseonsin  libraries  which  it  would 
cost  the  libraries  of  the  state  thousands  of  dollars  to  have 
(lone  by  others.  'I'hr  seh(M)l  luis  gn)wn  so  that  the  legis- 
lature of  1  !)(»*)  sng«rrsted  that  the  university  ought  to  cooperate 
by  a[)[)ropriaiinLr  funds  to  assist  in  running  it.  This  the  uni- 
versity now  does,  altliougli  the  school  is  still  under  the  con- 
trol of  th«'  librarv  cnmniissiiui. 

Tile  <M)rnmissioii  jilso  eondiH'ts  eaeh  year  a  summer  session 
«»f  six  wi'iivs.  This  si'ssioii  is  [)riiiiarily  to  help  the  librarians 
froiri  the  sinalhT  Wisconsin  towns  whoso  salaries  are  not  large 
eiionvrli  to  <'ri;rl)l'>  Ihcin  to  atl<-nd  the  full  professional  course. 

This  woilc  is  doiif  by  the  instructional  department  of  the 
lihi'iU'v  school. 

3     The  library  commission  loans  books  where  there  are  as 

public  libraries.     Dmiiiir  Hm'  Inst   two  years,  the  commission 

s.rii  .ml  I.!'!:*  \nt\i's  of  linnks  to  coinniunities  where  with- 
•  Mii  th.-iii  ilit-r-.-  won^.l  Ih-  liith-  nr  nothing  to  read.  These  trav- 
rlintr  lihr-;ni«'s  ;iri-  sfiuill  rolliM-t ions  of  books  which  are  sent  in 
.N.'HiT,  hiriL'"''-!  )'M\.s  h\  till'  s?jii''  from  oni*  community  to  an- 
■■•th-r.     'rii»-\-  .'ir.-nhit.-  fr-.-.-  nf  i-li.-»rtr.-  except  the  cost  of  trans- 
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>ortatioii.  The  libraries  are  made  up  of  the  best  popular  books 
:or  adults  and  children,  in  fiction,  history,  travel,  biography, 
jcience  and  literature.  They  are  intended  for  farming  com- 
nunities  and  small  villages  not  enjoying  public  library  privi- 
eges.  The  traveling  library  should  be  kept  in  the  most  cen- 
trally located  and  most  easily  accessible  place  that  can  be 
'ound.  The  local  post  office  is  usually  the  best  place,"  but  it  may 
je  placed  in  the  general  store,  or  a  private  residence,  and 
diould  if  possible  be  accessible  continuously  or  at  frequent  in- 
tervals. The  commission  sends  magazines  and  papers  to  lum- 
bering camps.  AVherever  there  is  a  group  of  men  or  women  or 
)oys  or  girls  who  Avish  to  study  any  subject,  the  commission 
mpplies  not  only  a  box  of  books  upon  the  subject  but  a  study 
)utline  as  well.  The  commission  sends  out  books  printed  in 
terjiian  for  the  good  old  Cierman  citizen  who  is  too  old  to  learn 
o  read  English;  it. sends  Bohemian  books  for  the  Bohemian, 
NJorwegian  books  for  the  Norwegian,  Swedish  books  for  the 
5wede,  Polish  books  for  the  Polock,  and  Yiddish  books  for  the 
^ood  citizen  who  can  read  no  other  language. 

4.  The  commission  helps  legislators  legislate.  The  legisla- 
ive  reference  library  is  administered  by  the  free  library  com- 
niKsion.  In  it  you  can  find  all  that  you  can  find  collected  any- 
ivhere  on  law  making  subjects  and  much  that  can  not  be  found 
elsewhere.  This  department  has  helped  the  lawmakers  of  Wiscon- 
;in  to  understand  and  to  frame  such  measures  as  the  railroad 
•OTurnission  law,  the  jmblic  utilities*  act,  the  workmen's  com- 
pensation law,  the  corrupt  practice  measures,  and  the  indus- 
rial  education  law.  The  department,  of  Course,  puts  into  form 
lot  its  own  ideas  but  the  ideas  of  the  legislator.  Back  of  each 
)ill  drafted  is  the  w^ritten  request  of  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
iire,  containing  definite  directions  and  duly  signed.  No 
Iraftsman  is  permitted  to  draw  a  bill  without  such  a  written 
•equest. 

6.  The  library  commission  prepares  and  issues  publications 
>f  value. 

(1)  The  Wisconsin  library  bulletin.  A  bi-monthly  periodical 
s  issued  by  the  commission  as  an  economical  way  of  communi- 
cating with  the  lihrai'ies  and  lib]*ai-y  oftieials  of  the  state. 

(2)  Book  lists.  To  inform  librarians  as  to  the  material 
^hieh  should  be  placed  in  their  libraries,  the  commission  is- 
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sues  from  time  to  time  various  oarofully  selected  lists.  Among 
those  more  recently  issued  are  the  following:  (a)  Suggesiivf. 
list  of  children's  books.  A  carefully  compiled  annotated  list  of 
about  500  titles,  compiled  by  Helen  T.  Kennedy  of  the  libraxy 
school,  (b)  Sociological  matirial  fret  or  casilij  obtainable.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty-six  titles  of  the  best  material  upon  sociologi- 
<'al  subjrrts  constantly  under  discussion,  such  as  conservation 
of  natural  resourct's,  eorru])t  ])ractice  acts,  etc.  The  American 
Library. Association  reissued  this  list  for  distribution  outside 
of  the  state,  (c;  Farm  built  tins.  Lists  of  the  best  free  bulle- 
tins on  farm  crops,  the  dairy  her<l,  butter,  cheese  and  milk, 
etc.     'd  i  Social  or  (Cfntnmic  rt)ti(1ilio)h<,  rfcdit  fivtron  flepicting, 

(e)  Civic  adranc^  and  iminumntnt.  A  list  of  valuable  ma- 
tciial,  much  of  wlii<-h  is  obtainable  without  exi)eiise,  issued  be- 
caus»f  the  city  library  as  a  municipal  institution  should  assist 
th»*   mnnirii)ality    in   (>r«ranizr<l   ftl'orts   for   civic   improvement. 

( f)  Tin  tntuutartf  f/ntsflnn,  A  selected  list  relating  to  currency, 
bankintj:,  etc.,  with  special  refercMice  to  the  Aldrich  and  other 
similar  |)lans.  ( y:  ■  Ilnnks  pnj>nhir  with  iionng  people,  as  indi- 
cated by  voluntary  vote,  (h)  Th<  use  of  the  library  in  the 
schools,  .i)  Sihcf(d  list  nti  pnin.  Compiled  by  the  Wisconsin 
Library  School,  revised  and  aj^proved  by  Lewis  P.  Lochner,  of 
the  stall'  of  tlie   Woi'hl's   IVacc  Foundation,      (j'i  Anthologies. 

k-  Ifnint  ( ((fnoniNs:  Khm*  ami  inexpensive  literature,  pre- 
pared i»y  Katlieriiie  Halm,  librarian  of  Stout  Institute,  Meno- 
rnonie,  Wiseonsin.  '  1  ■  d'f  ///  ral  r*  fen  ncrs  on  income  tax,  end 
:i}}(iial  rfffi'tnris  In  fht  Wisffntsiti  hur.  (m)  Simple  technicol 
hffols.    The  best  and  simplest  books  on  various  industries. 

Ci-  Lfffislafict  n  ff  ft  }nt  lihrartj  bulletins.  In  the  past  this 
depaitment  has  issued  for  the  use  of  the  legislators  23  small 
pa!iii»hlet  hulletins  on  h- irisbitive  subjects,  including  bulletins 
on  sueh  subjects  ;\s:  Acci.l.-nT  insurance  for  workingmen; 
lUacklistiiitr :  lioyeottintr :  (\M-tilied  public  accountants;  Cor- 
rupt pi-aetiers  at  election*^:  Kxemptiou  of  wages;  Initiative 
ami  referen<lum  :  .luvenile  courts:  Lobbying;  Mortgage  taxB- 
tion  :  Municijial  electiie  liirhtinp:  Municipal  gas  lighting;  Mu- 
nicipal liome  rule  cliiii'tei's :  ]*riniary  elections;  Proportional 
rej)ieseiiTation ;  I\aihvny  co-eiriployment ;  Recall;  Taxation  u' 
trust  ennipauies:  'ri'JepJMuits.  intei'chanjie  of  service;  Tenement 
hous<'  let^islation :  Ti'ust  company  reserves;  Tuberculosis. 
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UBLIC  LIBRARY  EXTENSION  AND  ORGANIZATION 

The  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  is  continually  help- 
?  to  establish,  organize  and  maintain  public  libraries 
roughout  the  state.    But  some  one  may  ask : 

WHY  HAVE  LIBRARIES 

1.  Because  public  libraries  are  an  essential  part  of  a  com- 
3te  educational  system.  Wisconsin  believes  thoroughly  in 
ucation.    Hon,  ^Villiam  H.  Hatton,  for  many  years  a  student 

educational  problems,  says:  ** Public  libraries  are  an  essen- 

1  part  of  a  complete  educational  system.  •  •  •  A  com- 
inity  which  does  not  maintain  a  public  library  lacks  one  of 

2  necessary  elements  of  a  complete  modern  educational 
aipment."  Hon.  John  B.  Winslow,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 
eme  Court  of  Wisconsin,  said  recently  in  an  address:  **In 
8  great  educational  forward  movement,  it  is  very  plain  that 

3  library  is  having  every  day  a  greater  share.  ♦  *  *  With 
ery  properly  equipped  library  which  throws  open  its  invit- 
^  doors  to  the  public  or  makes  its  w^ay  in  its  snug  box  to  the 
ral  community,  there  is  a  distinct  addition  to  the  teaching 
pces  of  the  state,  for  every  library  is  a  school,  and  every  com- 
tent  librarian  is  a  teacher/' 

2.  Because  libraries  are  schools  for  adults.  Few  adults 
d  only  a  part  of  the  children  of  school  age  go  to  school  but 
i  well  equipped  public  library  furnishes  means  whereby 
ose  w^ho  have  left  the  school  before  finishing  the  course  may 
titinue  and  study.  Society  is  required  to  educate  the  man 
forty  just  as  much  as  the  boy  of  five.  The  public  library 
^y  very  properly  be  designated  a  graduate  school,  a  type  of 
Hinuation  school,  a  svhool  for  persons  of  all  ages." — IV.  H. 
^tton, 

*  The  public  library  is  the  university  of  the  people.     It  is  a 
"Uinant  factor  in  civic  efficiency,"  says  the  Ottawa  (Canada) 
izen,  in  commenting  upon  a  speech  made  at  Ottawa  by  Sena- 
Hatton. 


**A  college  training  is  an  excellent  thing,  but  after  aU,  the 
better  part  of  evrry  man's  education  is  that  which  he  gives 
himself:  and  it  is  for  this  that  a  good  library  should  furnish 
the  opportunity  and  tlie  means." — Janus  Russell  Lowell. 

**The  puhJic  lil)Tary  is  an  adult  school;  it  is  a  perpetual  and 
Jifelong  eontiiniation  class:  it  is  the  greatest  educational  factor 
that  we  have:  and  the  librarian  is  becoming  our  most  important 
teacher  and  gui«h'/' — Sir  Waltf-r  JUsant. 

3.  Because  libraries  are  the  only  schools  which  reach  the 
many  who  are  workers  and  must  earn  a  living  while  they 
learn.  AVisconsin  without  inl ending  it  is  doing  an  educa- 
tional injustirM*  to  young  ami  old  who  cannot  quit  work  in  or- 
der to  attend  school. 

Within  tin*  stnle  of  Wisconsin  there  is  spent  each  year  of 
public  moneys  fourteen  million  dollars  for  school  purposes. 
All  of  this  money  is  expemied  in  order  to  educate!  that  minority 
which  has  surtieient  money  and  leisure  to  attend  school.  If 
it  is  imj)ortant  that  educational  pi-ocesses  reach  every  individ- 
ual, must  the  public  not  concern  itself  with  devising  ways  and 
means  of  educating  that  majority  who  nnist  work  and  can 
learn  oidv  while  thev  woi-k,  ailults  as  well  as  children? 

The  only  municipal  institution  which,  morning,  noon  and 
night,  week  days  and  Sun«lays,  summer  and  winter,  is  open  to 
those  who  can  spai-e  from  their  work  only  a  scant  moment 
here  and  there,  is  the  public  library.  The  only  agency  which 
goes  far  afichl  into  the  rural  distri«*ts  and  reaches  the  fanner 
jind  his  family  in  his  home  is  the  traveling  library.  In  other 
words,  what  the  schools  do  for  the  minority  who  can  quit  work 
and  attend  thiMii,  the  libraries  must  do  for  the  majority  who 
must  work  Miid  c;ni  h*jirn  onls'  as  thev  work. 

There  are  npi)roximately  S,0(H)  school  buildings  in  the  state 
for  the  use  of  tlu'  minority  who  go  to  school.  There  are  only 
73  public  library  buildings  in  the  state  for  the  use  of  the  other 
inhabitants  of  tlie  stnte.  Thr*re  are  lf>,000  teachers  in  the  state 
to  teach  this  sjime  minority  who  go  to  school.  There  are  only 
2\'\  librai'ians  in  the  state  (l(»ss  than  one-half  of  that  number 
devote  their  entire  time  to  library  work)  who  are  prepared  to 
serve  the  two  millions  to  whom  libraries  should  be  made  ac- 
cessible. 


imVEBSITY    EX  TEN  HI  ON 


N  tWHKUiSH   (V.li 


OSIVERSITT  EXT  BN  SI  ON 


AND  8HIPPISG  MF-THOne. 


IN  REFEHKNCK  ROOM  OF  APPLKTO.N  (WI8.1   PUBLIC  I.IB&^RY 


RACINE.  WIS. 


OLOTHINQ  OO.  PACTOBT. 


r 


XiNTjr  Biennial  Report.  9 

No  one  would  for  a  moment  suggest  the  decrease  of  the 
unds  spent  for  the  maintenance  of  schools.  The  query  pre- 
lents  itself,  however,  whether  or  not  the  worker  who  cannot 
?o  to  school  is  not  worthy  of  more  educational  attention  than 
le  has  received,  and  whether  or  not  he  is  in  a  position  to  com- 
)lain  that  he  has  been  slighted  in  the  educational  procedure 
»f  the  state. 

4.  It  will  help  and  supplement  the  vocational  school  work. 

There  are  already  in  the  libraries  of  the  state  many  books  that 
ire  helping  iii  the  industrial  education  of  citizens,  young  and 
►Id.  The  state  realizes  that  it  must  help  young  people  by  es- 
ablishing  vocational  schools  and  otherwise.  Every  person, 
t'hether  in  or  out  of  one  of  these  regular  schools,  needs  read- 
Qg  matter  collateral  to  the  industry  he  is  studying,  and  una- 
le  to  buy  for  himself,  must  go  to  the  library. 

5.  The  library  helps  workers  to  da  their  work.  Every  man 
'Oman  and  child  in  the  state  has  a  job  at  which  other  persons 
ave  worked,  and  about  whieli  there  is  something  in  print 
rhich  would  make  it  possible  for  him  to  do  better  work.  A 
ueeessful  farmer  in  Dane  county,  after  he  had  farmed  for 
fty  years,  remarked  that  he  had  lost  money  all  his  life  be- 
aiise  he  had  not  read  up  properly  on  fertilizers  and  fertiliz- 
ng.  A  man  in  a  big  concern  in  ^lilwaukee  found  his  job  was 
isappearing  because  his  department  was  to  be  abolished.  He 
ient  to  the  library,  found  books  that  explained  fully  the  work 
•f  a  new  department,  and  instead  of  stepping  out  of  the  old 
ob  into  idleness,  and  poverty,  he  stepped  into  a  better  job 
jrhich  paid  him  more  money.  The  library  will  help  the  home 
srorker  too.  If  the  housewife  would  read  what  the  library 
las  to  offer  in  domestic  science,  her  product  would  not  be  so 
>ften  invidiously  compared  with  that  which  **  mother  used  to 
nake. "  More  reading  on  the  part  of  mothers  would  decrease 
nfant  mortality.  The  library  also  supplies  information  for 
neehanics.  as  well  as  for  working  men  of  all  classes.  There 
ire  books  that  will  help  a  hod  carrier  to  become  a  brick  layer, 
md  that  will  teach  the  electrician's  helper  something  of  the 
cience  back  of  electrical  work.  The  Wisconsin  Library  Com- 
nission  only  a  few  weeks  ago  sent  out  to  the  libraries  of  the 
itate  a  carefully  selected  list  of  this  sY)rt  of  books.     The  public 
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oflrtcial  cnii  l»o  lu'Ipnl  in  his  work.  The  city  engineer  of  more 
than  one  city  in  the  state  is  trying:  disastrous  street -building 
and  strcet-oilinpf  e.\j)eriiiients  whieh  have  been  lui successfully 
tried  elsewliere  over  and  over  again.  The  failures  are  fully 
recorded  and  explained  in  i)rint,  and  a  ten-cent  pamphlet 
might  have  saved  the  city  thousands  of  dollars  had  the  dty 
officials  given  the  city  librarian  an  invitation  to  collect  4^ta 
on  street  construction  and  stre^^t  oiling  before  they  undertixA 
the  work. 


6.  The  library  furnishes  rest,  relief  and  recreation  for  tirad  |f 
workers.  Sometimes  after  we  have  worked  hard,  we  need 
rest  and  relief  more  than  anything  else,  and  we  are  entitled  to 
it.  **I  can  conceive  of  no  healthier  reading  for  a  boy,  or  girl 
either  than  Scott's  novels,  or  (*ooper's,  to  speak  only  of  He 
dead,*'  says  James  Ihisstdl  Lowell.  A  good  love  story  may  do 
a  tired  waslierwoman  more  good  than  a  treatise  on  a  washing 
compound.  A  book  of  humor  and  wit  which  Lincoln  would 
have  enjoyed,  or  a  stirring  historical  novel,  or  a  tale  of  adven- 
\\\rv.  or  rvni  ;i  drtrctivc  story,  often  one  of  these  refresktf 
and  is  wortli  much  to  us.  All  of  tlu'se  arc  in  your  city  library 
and  at  your  disi)Osal. 

7.  It  helps  make  intelligent  citizens.  **IIow  are  we  to 
make  sun*  of  that  high  quality  of  citizenship  which  will  be 
necessary  in  such  a  democracy  as  we  shall  have?  •  •  •  I 
have  no  douht  that  the  i)art  of  the  library  will  be  no  insignifi- 
tjnit  on«'.  '■'  "  "*  Douhth'ss  tlie  usefulness  of  the  libniy 
will  develop  year  by  year  along  lines  either  not  now  thougkt 
of  or  only  dimly  perceived,  until  it  shall  become  a  very  esBttf 
of  uplifting  work,  from  which  shall  radiate  in  all  direetioOl 
the  influences  which  make  for  human  betterment  and  cW* 
v\i:hi('Ous]U's\</*—(ln'ffJufifir(  Joint  B,  Winslow, 

Xo  matter  wliat  you  tliiiik  of  the  income  tax  in  WiscoiMiB. 
you  must  concede  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  voter  to  StodlF 
the  matter.  Did  you  know  that  every  library  in  the  state  had 
a  carefully  seclected  list  of  material  on  all  sides  of  the  ineoM 
tax  question  sent  out  by  the  commission?  Did  you  know  flirt 
the  library  commission  sent  out  a  complete  list  of  material  CO 
all  phases  of  the  mon<'tary  question,  selected  lisrts  on  commisiioB 
form  of  government,  on  j^arcel  post,  on  primary  elections,  on 
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tubertailosis,  on  water  power,  on  workmen's  compensation,  and 
on  many  other  public  questions?  Did  you  know  that  your 
city  library  has  a  list  of  material  easily  obtainable  which  will 
tell  you  and  your  fellow  townsmen  what  has  been  done  in 
other  townis  and  what  must  be  done  in  your  town  in  order  lo 
build  up  the  city,  give  it  better  streets,  advance  it  industrially, 
create  a  larger  country  trade,  help  the  neighboring  farmers, 
and  improve  the  city  and  its  tributary  region  in  finance,  moral- 
ity and  beauty  ? 

8.  The  library  builds  up  good  morals.  **Good  books  are 
great  things  to  make  good  people,''  wrote  a  preacher  to  the 
commission  when  asking  for  a  travelling  library  for  his  rural 
community.  At  any  rate,  a  boy  at  home  with  a  book  in  his 
hand  is  better  than  a  boy  on  the  street  corner  with  a  cigarette 
in  his  mouth.  And  if  the  older  boy  who  works  all  day  wants 
to  find  a  warm,  pleasant  place  to  spend  his  evening,  he  can  go 
to  the  library.  Is  there  any  other  place  in  your  town  where 
he  can  spend  an  evening  except  the  saloon? 

9.  The  library  is  more  democratic  than  any  other  institu- 
tion in  the  city.  The  churches  admit  an  individual  to  member- 
ship because  of  his  beliefs.  Colleges,  academies,  and  even 
trade  schools  provide  entrance  examinations  which  are  well 
calculated  to  exclude  many.  As  a  matter  of  fact  not  more 
than  one  child  in  twenty  ever  finishes  the  high  school  and  only 
one  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  ever  enters  college.  The  s'aloon 
may  be  the  poor  nian^s  club,  but  it  is  not  the  poor  woman's  club 
and  for  her  it  furnishes  no  opportunity.  It  is  the  function  of 
the  library,  however,  to  serve  all ;  to  make  readily  accessible  to 
every  individual  in  the  community  the  printed  material  of  value 
to  him.  No  questions  are  asked  involving  either  dogma,  in- 
tellectual equipment,  age,  or  sex.  The  library  is  therefore  a 
more  democratic  institution  than  church  or  school  or  saloon. 

10.  By  its  co-operative  principle,  the  library  makes  one 
dollar  do  the  work  of  many.  Instead  of  each  of  us  buying  for 
ourself  we  ought  to  co-operate — pool  interests — buy  books 
that  everybody  can  read.  Buy  a  book  for  your  own  private 
library,  and  you  read  it  yourself.  Pay  a  dollar  in  taxes  for 
a  library  book,  and  before  the  book  is  through  working,  twen- 
ty-five or  thirty  persons  will  have  read  it. 
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11.    What  some  lyise  ones  think  of  libraries. 

Benjamin  Franklin: 

If  any  one  ever  had  more  hard  common  sense  than  Andrew 
Carnegie,  who  now  spends  his  spare  money  building  public 
libraries,  it  was  old  Benjamin  Franklin ;  and  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin founded  the  first  free  public  library  one  hundred  eighty  one 
years  a^o  in  Philadelphia. 

William  Mc Kinlcy : 

*' There  is  no  way  in  which  a  community  can  more  benefit 
itself  tlian  in  the  establishment  of  a  library  which  shall  be  free 
to  all  citizens.'' 

Theodore  Roosevelt: 

''After  the  church  and  the  school,  the  free  public  library 
is  the  most  effective  influence  for  good  in  America.'* 

William  Jetniings  Bryan: 

*'The  system  of  free  juiblic  libraries  now  being  established 
in  this  country  is  the  most  important  development  of  modern 
times.  ' 

In  short,  we  ought  to  have  libraries  because:  Back  of  all 
library  work  is  the  big  fact  that  there  is  somewhere  something 
in  print,  in  book,  pamphlet,  periodical,  which  is  of  value  to 
every  individual.  In  some  cases,  a  wholesome  novel  or  humor- 
ous sketch  re-creates  by  relieving  and  resting  and  entertain- 
ing a  weary  man  or  woman.  Sometimes  a  book,  for  exampl.' 
a  well  written  biography  of  Lincoln,  or  a  book  on  electricity, 
awakens  shM^pinir  ambitions  and  dormant  energies*.  Sometimes 
a  ])ook  does  a  good  work  by  filling  in  the  time  which  an  idle 
boy  or  inaii  miti^ht  liave  spent  on  the  street  corner.  Sometimes 
a  book  gives  information  which  makes  it  possible  for  a  man, 
a  woman  or  a  child  to  do  better  work. 

Few  know  what  then^  is  in  books  which  ivill  re-create,  in- 
spire, entertain,  and  help.  Some  are  too  poor  to  buy  the  book 
they  need,  others  lack  the  ambition  to  want  the  book.  It  is 
the  function  of  the  library  and  of  the  library  commission,  iheri' 
fore,  to  proevre  and  plaee  iii  each  citizen's  hund  the  particuUiT' 
book  that  iviJI  hdp  him  do  his  worl;  and  live  his  life. 
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WHAT  ONE  LIBRARY  DID 

Thirty  years  ago  a  public  library  was  established  in  a  small 
town,  with  the  desire  to  give  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  com- 
munity the  freedom  to  ** browse''  among  the  books,  that  is  so 
stimulating  a  feature  of  the  good  home  library.  This  public 
library  was  modeled  on  the  plan  of  a. good  home  library  broad- 
ened by  adding  a  wider  variety  of  clean  and  wholesome  books. 
It  was  open,  at  first,  but  twice  a  week. 

With  many  of  the  boys,  the  first  results  were  disappointing. 
For  instance  four  lads  who  often  came  together  to  the  library 
wouhl  each  draw  a  volume  of  the  lightest  fiction  or  adventure 
and  evidently  exchanged  these,  and  others  they  borrowed  in 
town,  among  themselves,  so  that  each  read  a  great  number  of 
v^olumes.  The  appetite  seemed  to  grow  with  the  supply  and 
the  boys  were  reading  far  too  much  of  the  kind.  They 
browsed  amon^  the  shelves*,  however,  and  the  building  of  a 
local  electric  light  plant  brought  to  their  minds  a  volume  en- 
titled ''Electricity  in  the  Service  of  Man*',  which  they  had 
seen  on  the  slielves  of  the  library..  Th(»y  dropped  all  other 
books  for  this,  which  any  librarian  would  have  thought  be- 
yond their  range.  Soon  tliey  had  a  ''woodshed"  converted 
into  an  experiment  station  and,  with  some  companions,  were 
clamoring  for  other  scientific  books.  Workers  with  even 
meager  knowhMlge  of  electrical  equipment  were  rare  at  the 
time  and  one  of  these  boys  soon  drifted  west,  invented  an  elec- 
trical device  to  b(^  used  in  mines  and  became  a  successful  and 
well-to-do  man  of  affairs  at  an  age  when  many  young  men  are 
leaving  college.  He  had  seemed  a  rather  stolid  boy,  tho'  of 
clean  habits,  until  the  library  gave  him  the  point  of  contact  he 
needed.  Another  of  the  four  invented  a  successful  electrical 
device  and  has  sales  agencies  in  European  centers  as  well  as 
in  America.  Two  others  are  college  graduates.  One  has  suc- 
ceeded remarkably  in  training  boys  in  an  academy  and  the 
other  is  a  successful  business  man  in  a  large  city. 

The  woodshed  drew  other  boys  with  an  attraction  that 
would  have  made  a  public  school  famous.  Two  of  these  boys 
who  loved  out-of-door  things  ran  across  a  leaflet  by  H.  II. 
Ballard  which  led  them  to  start  an  Agassiz  club,  and  put  them 
in  touch  with  the  Smithsonian  Institute.     Later  one  of  them 
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travelled  widely  for  the  Smithsonian  and  other  scientific  insti- 
tutions and  the  other  became  a  professor  of  botany  in  a  great 
university. 

These  instances  are  recalled  mainly  as  a  reason  for  encour- 
aging children  to  browse  among  the  books  for  older  people. 
Contrive  as  we  may,  many  boys  and  girls  do  not  get  out  of 
their  beaten  tracks  of  thought  and  really  find  themselves  ex- 
cept as  they  fairly  stumble  on  a  page  or  book  that  opens  new 
fields  and  spurs  them  to  use  latent  talents.  We  continually 
smother  leaders  like  Burbank  and  Edison  by  insisting  on  a 
narrow  range  of  reading  and  study  and  work  that  seems  ;o 
us  best  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  average  boy. 

Does  not  our  customary  differentiation  of  books  and  depart- 
ments in  libraries  £00  often  keep  boys  and  girls  absorbed  and 
«atisfied  within  a  narrow  range,  until  they  lose  freshness  of 
view  and  courage  to  grapple  the  unusual  ? 

A  good  library,  freely  roamed,  gives  a  reader  glimpses  of 
•outlying  opportunities  that,  more  often  than  we  know,  rouse 
latent  ambitions  and  capacities. 
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II 
LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

DR.  CHARLES  MCCARTHY,  CHIEF. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  and  also  during 
the  special  session,  this  department  has  as  heretofore  main- 
tained a  bill-drafting  force.  While  a  large  number  of  bills, 
the  framing  of  which  required  comparatively  little  close  study 
or  special  skill,  were  drawn  under  the  direction  of  the  legis- 
lators, some  of  the  measures?  upon  which  the  department  was 
engaged  were  such  as  to  require  extended  preliminary  study. 
These  measures  included  the  following:  the  incime  tax  law, 
the  corrupt  practices  act,  the  initiative  and  referendum  provi- 
sions*, the  water  power  law,  the  act  establishing  the  industrial 
commission  and  defining  its  powers,  the  workmen's  compensa- 
tion act,  and  the  various  measures  providing  for  industrial  edu- 
cation. 

In  addition  to  assisting  in  the  preparation  of  legislation  of 
this  type  the  department  has  another  and  no  less  important 
function.  By  furnishing  data  and  draftsmanship  for  bills  it 
has  made  it  possible  for  the  legislator  without  legal  knowledge 
to  put  his  ideas  and  convictions  into  proper  legislative  form; 
it  has  furnished  to  the  laymen  something  of  a  lawyer's  skill  in 
drafting;  it  has  given  the  farmer  and  mechanic  a  legislative 
equality  with  the  skilled  lawyer,  and  has  thus  in  many  cases 
greatly  improved  his  ability  to  serve  his  district. 

At  times  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  commission  to  employ 
special  assistants  in  order  to  obtain  the  requisite  skill.  Dur- 
ing the  last  session  Prof.  D.  0.  Kinsman,  of  the  Whitewater 
Normal  School,  was  brought  to  Madison  and  employed  for  sev- 
eral months  upon  the  preparation  of  the  income  tax  bill.  Wil- 
liam DuflPus  has  also  been  employed  for  many  months  upon 
the  various  phases  of  the  immigration  problem  and  the  prob- 
lem of  the  development  of  the  undeveloped  resources  of  the 
state. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  fortunately  for  the  state 
much   work  has  been  done  and  much  information  gathered 


16  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission. 

without  any  expense  whatsoever  to  the  state.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1910  Dr.  McCarthy  visited  Europe  and  gathered  val- 
uable data  relating  to  the  problems  of  industrial  education. 
This  was  included  in  the  report  of  tlie  eonimittee  which  was 
then  at  work  upon  the  problem  of  legislation  for  vocational 
training.  In  the  same  trip  he  also  gathered  information  which 
was  of  value  in  framing  the  workmen's  compensation  law. 
Immediately  after  the  last  session,  Jolni  C.  Sinclair,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  and  a  lawyer  by  profes- 
sion, who  had  become  interested  in  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment and  had  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  bill  drafting, 
went  to  Europe  at  his  own  expense  and  made  an  extended 
study  of  various  cooperative  institutions.  Upon  his  return 
he  entered  into  the  employ  of  the  board  of  public  affairs  and 
developed  a  valuable  report  upon  various  phases  of  coopera- 
tion, having  back  of  his  investigation  in  this  country  the  back- 
ground of  his  European  study.  The  chief  of  the  department 
who  had  established  a  close  relationship  with  the  Bureau  of 
municipal  research  in  New  York  city,  was  able  to  secure  for 
the  Board  of  public  affairs  the  coiiperation  of  that  bureau.  As 
a  result  much  valuable  investigation  work  has  been  carried  on 
by  those  who  were  receiving  no  compensation  from  the  state 
of  Wisconsin.  The  departiiient  lias  also  been  a  general  clear- 
ing-house for  expt^'t  knowledge  on  legislative  subjects  and  has 
often  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  legislators  the  special 
knowledge  of  experts  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Fre- 
quently the  d(»partnu»nt  has  l)een  able  to  bring  to  the  assistance 
of  the  legislators  those  members  of  the  instructional  staff  of 
the  university  who  have  been  specially  equipped  to  aid  in  solv- 
ing legislative  problems.  Often,  too,  advanced  students  in  the 
university  have  made  valuable  contributions  by  investiga- 
tional work  in  special  subjects. 

Largely  as  the  result  of  the  achievements  of  the  Wisconsin 
legislative  reference  library,  similar  libraries  are  being  estab- 
lished in  luany  s'tates  and  a  congressional  measure  is  now  pend- 
ing which  se(»ks  to  esta]>lish  a  national  legislative  reference- 
department. 
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III 


LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

MARY    EMOGENE    HAZELTINE,    PRECEPTOR. 

Chapter  416  of  the  laws  of  1909  provided  that  the  school  of 
library  science  theretofore  conducted  by  the  Wisconsin  free 
library  commission,  should  thereafter  be  known  as  the  school 
of  library  science  of  the  university.  The  same  chapter  also 
contained  the  following  language:  **The  regents  of  the  uni- 
vei'sity  are  hereby  authorized  to  cooperate  with  the  free 
library  commission  in  the  maintenance  of  the  library  school 
and  to  aid  the  school  by  appropriating  aut  of  the  funds  of  the 
university  such  sums  as  will  aid  in  securing  specialized  teach- 
ing and  equipment  for  said  school,  and  otherwise  to  aid  such 
school  in  such  manner  as  will  conduce  to  the  development  of 
said  school  and  of  library  science  in  the  state/' 

At  the  time  of  the  Itist  biennial  report  the  regents  of  the 
university  had  been  unable  to  cociperate  with  this  commission 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  library  school  or  to  aid  the  school 
as  authorized  by  tlils  law.  For  the  school  year  of  1911-1912 
the  regents  appropriated  $7,500  to  the  library  school  receiv- 
ing from  the  commission  in  return,  however,  tuition  to  the 
amount  of  $2,064  so  that  the  net  amount  expended  by  the  re- 
gepts  upon  the  library  school  was  $5,436.  The  commission  has 
also,  through  its  library,  school  without  receiving  any  compen- 
sation therefor,  furnished  a  very  considerable  amount  of  in- 
struction to  a  number  of  joint  course  students  whose  tuition 
fees  have  been  paid  directly  to  the  regents  of  the  university. 
The  commission  has  also,  without  compensation,  offered  in- 
struction in  library  svienee  to  those  in  attendance  at  the  summer 
session  of  the  university. 

Thus  it  occurs  that  while  the  library  school  is  known  as 
**The  school  of  library  science  of  the  university",  and  while 
the  university  devotes  some  funds  to  its  maintenance,  the 
school  still  remains  under  tiie  control  of  the  commission.  The 
instructors  in  the  school  are,  therefore,  in  the  employ  of  the 
commission  and  devote  their  time  while  not  teaching  in  th'^ 
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school  to  visitation,  inspection  and  organization  of  the  public 
libraries  of  the  state.  Their  work  in  this  field  is  akin  to  uni- 
versity extension  work  since  they  are  constantly  instructing 
the  librarians  of  the  state  and  rendering  them  more  efficient 
in  their  work.  Each  instructor  has  a  circuit  of  libraries  which 
she  visits  and  with  which  she  is  in  constant  communication  by 
correspondence.  In  tliis  way  the  instructor  becomes  prac- 
tically tlie  consulting  librarian  for  the  small  library  and  is 
able  to  give  it  much  valuable  assistance. 

The  secretary  of  the  commission  acts  as  director  of  the 
school  and  gives  a  portion  of  his  time  to  admiuistrative 
and  instructional  duties.  The  executive  clerk  of  the 
commission,  has  charge  of  the  financial  and  clerical  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  school.  Dr.  Charles 
JlcCarthy,  Miss  Ono  Mary  Imhoflf,  and  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns  con- 
tribute to  the  scliool  in  instructional  and  lecture  work.  Dr. 
McCarthy  and  the  secretary  of  the  commission  also  lecture  in 
other  departments  of  the  university  without  compensation.  In 
addition  to  this  the  commission  continues  to  furnish  to  Miss 
Elva  Bascom,  the  editor  of  the  American  Library  Association 
Booklist,  editorial  quarters  and  stenographic  help  in  ex- 
change for  which  the  commission  becomes  the  owner  of  a  very 
large  number  of  books  sent  to  the  Booklist  for  review  pur- 
poses. All  of  these  books  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  library 
school  and  such  of  them  as  are  of  permanent  value  in  school 
work  are  i)laced  in  the  school  quarters. 

It  should  be  noted  that  during  two  calendar  months  of  the 
school  year,  February  and  ^Tarch,  the  students  spend  their  en- 
tiro  time  in  performing  the  duties  involved  in  librarianship  in 
various  libraries  of  the  state.    During  this  period  the  instruc- 
tional staff  spend  their  time  in  supervising  the  work  of  the 
students.     It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  to  the  school  and  one 
of  consi(lera])h^  interest  to  the  univereity  that  the  service  ren- 
dered by  the  students  during  these  two  months  is  of  substan- 
tial value  to  the  libraries  of  the  state.     The  state  has  found 
that   the   service  rendered   by   twenty-five   to  thirty-five   ener- 
getic library  students  fresh  from  technical  instruction,  work- 
ing enthusiastically  in  public  libraries  under  intelligent  super- 
vision, enables  these  libraries  to  attain  standards  of  organiza- 
tion and  efficiency  which  they  would  not  be  able  to  attain 
without  this  assistance.     For  example,  during  February  and 


t. 
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3Iarch,  1912,  thirty-three  students  performed  work  in  thirty- 
six  different  libraries  in  the  state,  while  four  instructors  de- 
voted themselves  largely  during  this  period  to  supervision. 
The  technical  work  thus  performed  by  the  students  as  a  part 
of  the  school  work  aggregates  a  total  of  sixty-six  months  of 
skilled  services,  having  a  definite  monetary  value  of  several 
thousand  dollars.  The  school  may  then  be  said  to  have  returned 
to  the  public  at  large  value  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  mentioned. 

On  the  other  hand  to  bring  the  technical  training  thereto- 
fore acquired  into  direct  contact  with  practical  problems  and 
actual  library  conditions  has  proved  a  most  effective  educa- 
tional method.  During  this  apprentice  work  the  students  ac- 
quire a  keen  appreciation  of  the  demands  and  possibilities  of 
librarianship  and  return  to  their  school  duties  with  added  en- 
thusiasm and  interest.  During  this  same  period  it  is  also  pos- 
sible for  the  school  authorities  to  valuate  the  student  and  to 
determine  upon  the  professional  capacity  of  the  various  can- 
didates for  graduation. 

While  the  instruction  given  includes  of  necessity  the  tech- 
nical and  the  mechanical,  the  school  does  not  stop  at  this. 
It  is  its  purposes:  (1)  To  implant  a  clear  conception  of  the 
broad  possibilities  of  library  work;  (2)  To  give  to  the  student 
an  equipment  which  will  enable  him  to  consummate  this  eon- 
<;eption. 

The  Wisconsin  free  library  commission  also  offers  in  the 
library  school  quarters  each  year  a  short  course  of  instruction 
in  library  science,  opening  it,  however,  only  to  practical  libra- 
rians. In  1911  this  took  the  form  of  a  ten  day  conference, 
there  being  in  attendance  157,  this  number  being  drawn  from 
several  states  other  than  Wisconsin. 

The  number  of  graduates  from  the  library  school  for  the 
various  years  since  it  was  established  are  as  follows:  1907, 
22;  1908,  19;  1909,  19;  1910,  26;  1911,  24;  1912,  31.  It  is  a 
peculiarity  of  library  schools  that  they  can  instruct  and  grad- 
uate only  a  very  limited  number  of  students,  the  31  graduating 
from  the  library  school  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1912 
being  a  number  larger  than  was  graduated  in  that  year  from 
anv  other  librarv  school. 

Of  the  141  who  have  graduated  from  the  Wisconsin  library 
school  118  are  in  library  positions,  13  of  the  graduates  have 
married,  and  10  are  now  living  at  home.     Our  graduates  oc- 
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cupy  positions  in  the  following  states:  Alabama  2,  California 

1,  Colorado  2,  Idaho  1,  Illinois  16,  Indiana  6,  Iowa  9,  Kansas 
4,  Maryland  1,  Michigan  4,  Minnesota  7,  Missouri  4,  Montana 

2,  Nebraska  3,  New  Mexico  1,  New  York  2,  North  Dakota  % 
Ohio  4,  Oregon  4,  Pennsylvania  4,  Texas  1,  District  of  Colum- 
bia 3,  and  Wisconsin  34. 
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IV 

THAVELINU  JJHKARY  DEPARTMENT 

M'TIK   E.   sTEAKXS,   CHIEF. 

Thought  is  thu  first  farvJtt/  of  man :  to  f.ri)nss  it  is  one  of  his 
first  (ttsirfs:  to  sprrad  if  his  drarrsf  privilege. — Ra'gnal, 

The  work  of  the  department.  Tlir  tiavelinj?  library  depart- 
ment has  continued  its  work  of  establishing  traveling  libraries 
in  rural  eoinmunities  during  the  past  biennial  period.  The  ta- 
ble of  statistics  will  show  that  609  eonimunities  were  served, 
during  the  fiscal  year  1011-12,  this  being  a  gain  of  214  over  the 
last  biennial  repoi-t.  The  books  were  read  a  total  of  115,095 
times  (luring  the  fiscal  year  1911 — 12.  The  number  of  new  or 
resumed  statioiLV  added  during  the  year  was  179,  a  healthy 
growth.  Over  1,000  requests  were  filled  for  traveling  libraries, 
boxes  of  magazines,  foreign  collections,  study  club  libraries,  small 
groups  for  individual  stmly.  magazine  references,  pamphlets, 
etc. 

There  are  still  hundreds  of  small  communities  in  the  state 
that  have  not  accepted  the  invitation  extended  by  the  com- 
mission through  the  various  channels  utilized  for  making 
known  the  possibility  of  securing  libraries.  More  forms  of 
publicity  and  advertising  have  been  used  than  ever  before,  all 
of  which  hav<'  borne  fruit,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  communities  that  the  commission  wishes  to  serve.  The 
forms  of  publicity  utilized  have  been  the  exhibition  of  travel- 
ing libraries  at  county  fairs  with  the  distribution  of  a  circular 
outlining  the  method  by  which  libi-aries  may  be  secured  and 
also  containing  an  application  blank  to  be  returned  to  the  com- 
mission with  the  n(!cessary  siguatures.  But  few  of  the  thou- 
sands of  application  blanks  distributed  personally  in  this  man- 
ner have  b(M»n  returned  to  the  commi.s'sion.  Another  method  tried 
has  been  the  distributiou  of  application  blanks  to  the  students 
in  attendance  at  the  summer  normal  school  courses.  These 
have  brought  forth  good  results  in  many  instances,  though  not 
in  proportion  to  thr  number  of  application  blanks  distributed. 
Farmers'  institutes  have  biMMi  trie<l  all  ov(»r  the  state  where 


22  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission. 

talks  have  also  been  given.  These  in  turn  have  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  some  libraries,  but  again  not  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  blanks  distributed.  Personal  letters  have  been 
sent  to  citizens  in  communities  listed  in  the  state  directory, 
which  have  brought  forth  some  replies,  but  again  not  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  circularized.  Letters  have  been  sent  to 
the  teachers  in  the  state  graded  and  country  schools  listed  iu 
the  state  teachers'  directory.  These  have  borne  fruit,  but 
again  not  in  proportion  to  the  number  whose  interest  should 
be  enlisted.  The  agricultural  weeklies  of  the  state  have  pub- 
lished articles  relating  to  the  traveling  library  system  and  the 
ease  with  which  collections  may  be  secured.  Some  gains  have 
been  made  through  this  medium,  but  again  not  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  subscribers  to  such  journals.  The  newspa- 
pers of  the  state  have  from  time  to  time  published  advertising 
material  from  which  inadequate  returns  have  been  received. 
The  method  has  also  been  employed  of  driving  about  in  the 
various  counties  from  one  settlement  to  another,  w^ith  personal 
talks  to  rural  postmasters,  school  teachers,  and  others  inter- 
ested. This  latter  method  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
employed  and  it  is  hoped  to  do  more  of  this  sort  of  advertising 
in  the  future,  as  it  is  found  that  much  is  gained  through  per- 
sonal explanation  and  solicitation. 

The  need  of  more  field  workers.    What  is  needed  more  than 
anything  else  in  the  department  is  one  or  more  persons  who 
shall  devote  Her  or  their  whole  time  to  the  rural  communities 
of  the  state,  going  about  from  one  locality  to  another,  visiting 
rural  schools  and  the  people  in  the  smaller  hamlets.     Only 
those  who  have  tried  to  cover  the  state  realize  its  area,  that 
it  is  nearly  as  large  as  all  of  the  New  England  states  put  to- 
gether, and  that  there  are  hundreds  of  rural  hamlets  remote 
from  the  railway  centers.    No  form  of  printed  or  written  pub- 
licity can  take  the  place  of  the  personal  visit  with  its  oppor- 
tunity for  explanation  and  argument.     The  traveling  library 
department  will  never  cover  the  field  completely  until  more 
rural  workers  are  employed.     The  vexed  question  of  the  dis- 
continued station  would  be  very  largely  solved  through  the 
employment  of  field  agents  who  could  look  into  local  condi- 
tions and  find  !lie  remedy  for  indifference  or  neglect. 
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Aid  to  *study  clubs.  The  work  for  the  study  clubs  has 
vastly  increased  during  the  last  biennial  period.  It  has  also 
taken  on  a  new  note  through  the  issuance  of  a  circular  by  the 
traveling  library  department,  outlining  new  topics  which 
might  be  of  inferest  to  club  women,  such  as  offering  material 
on  the  Initiative,  Referendum,  Recall,  Development  of  democ- 
racy, Legal  rights  of  women.  Minimum  wage  law,  and  other 
subjects  of  current  discussion.  As  a  result  of  the  issuance  of 
this  circular,  more  requests  were  received  for  material  on  top- 
ics of  the  day  than  during  the  entire  preceding  years  of  the 
commission  history.  The  cooperation  of  the  university  exten- 
sion division  in  aiding  and  supplying  material  desired  is  cor- 
dially acknowledged.  The  work  of  the  study  club  department 
has  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  the  time  of  a  special  assistant 
has  become  an  absolute  necessity,  as  the  chief  of  the  traveling 
library  department,  who  has  personally  attended  to  the  work, 
cannot  afford  to  devote  the  time  necessary  to  its  accomplish- 
ment without  neglecting  the  other  phases  of  the  traveling 
library  work.  There  are  over  200  study  clubs  in  Wisconsin  at 
the  present  time,  each  of  which  would  be  glad  of  more  assist- 
mce  if  it  could  be  given.  The  labor  of  one  person  could  with 
>rofit  be  largely  devoted  to  the  study  club  work,  and  this  work 
70uld  be  justified  in  the  results  obtained  in  the  state,  as  the 
'ub  women  are  gradually  leaving  the  self-cultural  side  and 

•e  taking  up  the  study  of  topics  which  will  promote  better 

izenship  in  the  state  at  large. 

bounty  systems.     The  number  of  county  traveling  library- 

tems  has  not  been  increased  during  the  biennial  period,  as 

as  been  thought  advisable  to  wait  until  counties  themselves 

*d  for  assistance  in  establishing  such  systems.    An  organi- 

m  of  this  sort  superimposed  upon  a  county  does  but  little 

.     The  initiative  should  come  from  within  a  county  and 

cularly  from  some  librarian  who  is  willing  to  give  the 

T  the  necessary  time.     The  compensation  allowed  under 

w,  $50  a  year,  is  wholly  inadequate  for  the  service  that 

I  be  rendered.     Many  librarians  possessed  of  the  true 

lary  spirit  are,  however,  willing  to  undertake  the  work 

mty   extension,   irrespective    of   compensation    offered. 

this  spirit  does  not  prevail,  however,  and  where  the 

n  feels  that  the  additional  responsibility  is  altogether 


24  Wisconsin  Kijkk  Lihrahy  ('ommissiox. 

too  bnrdeiiHome,  a  county  systom  is  apt  to  suffer  for  lack  of 
attention.  There  are  a  number  of  librarians  of  county  systems 
who  are  doing  splendid  work  in  their  whole-hearted  endeavor 
to  reach  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  district  with 
wholesome  literature.  The  best  managed  systems  are  those  in 
the  charge  of  iibnirians  at  the  head  of  good  public  libraries, 
and  no  system  sliould  be  established  which  cannot  receive  the 
attention  of  a  t mined  and  skill(»d  worker,  one  who  is  giving 
her  entire  time  to  library  interests. 

Under  the  state  law,  tlie  commission  is  authorized  to  give 
aid  and  assistance  in  the  management  of  county  systems.  This 
it  has  done  and  at  all  times  stands  willing  to  do.  During  the 
past  biennial  periotl  some  of  the  county  traveling  library  sys- 
tems have  been  overhauled  by  the  department,  the  boxes  ex- 
changed, new  custodians  secured  and  other  details  of  county 
library  management  attended  to.  In  cases  where  a  continu- 
ance of  the  appropriation  has  been  in  doubt,  county  boards 
have  been  addressed  by  th<»  (*hief  of  the  department  with  good 
results. 

The  statistical  table  will  show  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  libraries  and  stations  during  the  past  biennial  period. 

The  traveling  library  department  welcomes  any  suggestions 
or  constructive  criticism  of  its  work  at  any  time. 

The  great  aim  of  the  department,  which  is  always  kept  in 
mind,  is  to  finally  furnish  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
state  of  Wisconsin  wholesome  reading  matter  of  an  inspira- 
tional, <»ducational  or  recreational  nature. 


IJKCOMMKNDATIONS 

When  one  is  engaged  in  library  work  each  phase  of  it  as  it 
is  separately  considered  seems  the  most  important.  LookiniT 
over  the  entire  field,  however,  it  would  seem  that  the  following 
phases  of  the  work  are  worthy  of  special  attention. 

Rural  traveling  libraries.  On  the  principle  that  the  most 
work  ouglit  to  be  don(»  where  the  need  is  greatest,  it  is  dear 
that  traveling  library  work  should  be  emphasized.  FamiK^ 
who  live  some  distance  from  any  village  or  city  are  altogether 
Tvithout  access  to  books  excei)t  those  which  are  within  the 
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home.  Often  we  find  that  the  Bible  and  a  mail-order  house 
catalog  are  the  only  books  in  the  family  library.  A  service 
which  will  reach  such  homes  as  these  is  what  the  state  most 
needs.  It  is  true  also  that  the  present  is  an  opportune  time 
for  wo^k  in  rural  communities.  Both  the  country  residents 
themselves  and  the  people  at  large  are  now  interested  in  plans 
for  rural  education  and  for  bettering  rural  living  conditions. 
Some  of  the  many  plans  advanced  for  rural  betterment  will 
work:  some  will  not.  Meanwhile,  so  far  as  its  resources  will 
permit,  the  library  commission  is  steadily  doing  actual  educa- 
tional work  and  is  each  year  sending  out  tens  of  thousands  of 
books  to  rural  homes.  Traveling  libraries  are  a  demonstrated 
success.  The  work  is  worthy  of  more  money  than  the  com- 
mission is  able  to  devote  to  it  to  the  end  that  more  books  may 
be  purchased,  more  workers  put  in  the  field,  more  publicity 
given  so  that  every  community  may  realize  that  it  may  obtain 
a  library,  more  lil)raries  be  actually  sent  out,  and  more  rural 
homes  supplied  with  good  reading  matter. 

Study  club  work.  Additional  emphasis  should  also  be 
placed  upon  the  study  club  work  of  the  commission.  Some 
most  excellent  work  has  been  done  by  groups  of  persons  who, 
deprived  of  other  educational  agencies,  have  obtained  an  out- 
line of  study  upon  some  subject  and  have  been  sent  a  group  or 
books  to  use  in  their  study  work.  This  work  has  been  carried 
on  in  the  traveling  library  department  but  no  person  has  been 
able  to  devote  any  considerable  time  to  this  branch  of  work. 
To  develop  its  possibilities  and  properly  maintain  its  operation 
would  consume  the  greater  portion  of  one  worker's  time. 

Libraries  in  charitable  and  penal  institutions.  While  this 
matter  is  somewhat  outside  of  the  scope  of  the  activities  of 
this  commission,  it  would  seem  wise  to  call  attention  to  an- 
other matter. 

In  several  states,  including  New  York,  Iowa,  Nebraska  and 
Minnesota,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  establish- 
ing libraries  m  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions.  It  has 
been  demonstrated  that  a  well  selected  library  in  such  an  in- 
Btitution  is  of  very  definite  assistance  in  furthering  the  work 
of  the  institution.  These  institutions  in  Wisconsin  are  inade- 
quately equipped  in  this  particular.  This  commission,  in  sev- 
eral instances,  has  attempted  to  assist  the  authorities  in  mak- 
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ing  an  advance  along  these  lines.  The  institutions  themselves, 
however,  are  for  the  most  part  without  the  funds  .necessary 
to  purchase  uooks.  The  commission  recommends  that  ade- 
quate appropriations  be  made  to  the  board  of  control  for  the 
installation  of  carefully  selected  libraries  in  all  of  thes^  insti- 
tutions, and  pledges  its  hearty  assistance  to  the  project. 


LIBRARY  BUILDINGS 

This  biennial  period  has  been  marked  by  considerable  activ- 
ity in  the  erection  of  library  buildings.  The  library  at  Bar- 
ron is  in  the  course  of  construction  and  will  be  opened  to  the 
public  early  in  the  year  1913.  At  Columbus  the  $10,000  Car- 
negie library  will  be  completed  sometime  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  1912.  Ft.  Atkinson  is  the  recipient  of  a  gift 
of  $10,000  from  Henry  Southwell  of  Chicago  to  be  devoted  to 
the  erection  of  a  Dwight  Foster  public  library.  On  Thanks- 
givinjs:  Day,  1911.  JeflPerson  dedicated  a  beautiful  library  build- 
ing, the  gift  of  Andrew  Carnegie.  Kilbourn  is  erecting  a 
building  which  will  probably  be  completed  during  1913.  At 
Lancaster  G.  W.  Ryland  bequeathed  his  home  and  grounds  to 
the  city  for  public  library  purposes.  Andrew  Carnegie  gave 
$15,000  for  the  erection  of  a  branch  building  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  city  of  Madison  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
during  the  current  year.  At  Merrill  a  Carnegie  library  build- 
ing costing  $17,500  was  opened  in  August,  1911.  Mineral 
Point  is  contemplating  the  erection  of  a  municipal  building 
which  will  include  splendid  quarters  for  the  public  library. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Tripp  of  Prairie  du  Sac  has  donated  $10,000  for  the 
erection  of  a  library  building  in  that  place.  A  gift  of  $10,000 
for  a  branch  library  at  Racine  was  at  first  rejected  by  vote  of 
the  common  council  but  later  upon  reconsideration  the  gift 
was  neoepted.  Upon  X(»\v  Years  Day,  1912,  Reedsburg  dedi- 
cated a  beautiful  $10,000  Carnegie  Library.  At  Sturgeon  Bay 
there  is  being  erected  a  Carnegie  librarj^  to  cost  $12,500. 

IMatthew  S.  Dudgeon, 

Secretary. 
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LIBRARIES  IN  STATE  INSTITOTIONS 


Name  of  Institution. 


Place. 


Home  for  fptO»|p  minded 

Induslrial  srho^l  for  lioys 

Normal  school 

Normal  school 

Normal  x'hool 

Normal  school IMatteville  .. 

Normal  school Hlver  Falls  .. 

Normal  school Sievens  Point 


Chlpijewa  Falls, 

Waulvesha 

La  Cro!»se 

Milwaukee 

OshUosh  


Normal  M!hool 

Normal  srhool 

NorUiJ'rn  hospital  for  insane I  Winnebairo 

Sch<K)l  for  the  blind lancsville.. 


Superior 

Whitewater 


School  for  the  deaf 

Slate  historical  lil)rary .. 

State  law  library 

^tate  prison 

I^tate  public s;liool 

state  reform.'iiorx'. . 
Tniversily  of  \Vls<*onsin 


Delavan  ... 

Madison 

Madl>on... 
Waupun... 

Sparta 

<i'«>en  Ray 
.Madison..., 


*This  number  includes  pamphlets. 
MI43of  theie  are  in  raised  cliarajter-». 


No.  vol- 
umes. 


415 

2.000 

5.703 

18,720 

15,542 

9.762 

8.4450 

11.50ft 

10.(H)J 

lO.TKH) 

l-O^W 

+5.240 

3.503 

♦3*50,000 

5i.500 

3  000 

475 

5<J> 

*23i.mo 


Librarian. 


A.  W.  Wllmarlh. 
A.  .1.  Ilutton. 
Floi-ence  S.  Wini:. 
Delia  (i.  Ovlt/. 
I^uij»e  F.  EncUlng. 
Hee  A.  (iardner. 
Lovila  M.  Mosher. 
Mrs.  K.  (i  Short. 
M.  L.  Eaton. 
Fann.v  U.  .lackson. 
Adln  Sherman. 
Julia  Eurlsrlit. 


Ueuben  (i.  Thwaltes 
<i.  G.  Glasier. 
I>aniel  Woodward. 
.1    I'.  Mr  own. 
C.  W    l{o\vri>n. 
Waller  .M.  Smith.- 


C  )rNTV 

TliAVELlNci 

LIIUJAIJ 

V  SV.^TEMS 

County. 

1 
llcadquarlers.  < 

r 

r. 

2^' 

Custo<lian. 

'Z  «« 

•^1 

Columbia... 

Porlajfe 

■  1 

1.35: 

oo 

5,045 

i  Mrs.  W.  (..  Clou-h 

Dodkre 

No  report. 

1 

iHinn 

Menomonie... 

34 

1 ,  275 

?A 

1.50  > 

Mrs.  Mal)pl  Ratferty 

Eau  Claire.. 

Eau  Claire 

1 

014 

2.4'<7 

.Miss  Laura « »lsen 

.leffer>on 

.I»»lT»Mson 

:23 

1.072 

21 

3.212 

1  A.  .1.  Thorn.- 

La  Crosse... 

La  Cro^sr | 

;  2 

1 .  55s 

25 

1.3s4 

Miss  Mary  A.  Smith 

l^anjirladH ... 

Autiiro 

•» 
,> 

n.> 

4 

7sy 

Kileen  l)ui.vaii 

Marmette... 

MaiinetTc 

:!.» 

i.srsi 

3t) 

7.1  9 

Mis>  .\cla  McCarthv 

Milwaukee. 

Milwaukee 

24 

i't^t' 

21 

2.43? 

;  .Mivs  Mary  M.  Hra«iv 

Oconio 

Oconto 

LT     ■ 

1.51S 

1   * 

3.24t> 

'  Mi>s  N«'\  a  .Mayl)err\ 

Porlajre 

St.evcn>  Point. 

2M 

1 .  :5:'.» 

24* 

....(+)... 

Miss  Mary    Dune^an 

Sauk 

Haraboo 

1) 

1.184 

47 

4. 596 

Miss  Kale  M.  Poller 

Tremi>earu. 

WhiU'hall 

1.')    ! 

To 

15 

....(•^)... 

Miss  A.  1'.  ."^hatfei 

Winnebaifv) . 

()>lik()sh 

4 

2.5s2 

3s 

2. 4(>4 

Miss  .lulia  Kupii 

Wood ' 

(irund   KapicU.! 

3'i 

1 

i.;5:r)  | 

18 

815 

Miss  EdltliKablln 

(*)  Two  librarii'.s  sent  to  sjme  stuiions. 
(+)  Record  not  kept. 
<*)  FIsrnres  not  ^'ivcn. 
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LIST  OF  PrBLICATIONS  OF  THE  CO:VIMISSION 

The  publications  of  the  eoininission  are  sent  free  upon  appli- 
cation to  all  persons  within  the  state.  The  postpaid  price  to 
those  outside  the  state  is*  noted  below.  Where  no  price  is  given 
the  publications  will  be  sent  free  upon  application. 

Amel'Jcan    social  questions    (bibliographies)    each  10c. 

1  Negro  problem   (out  of  print.) 

2  Immigration 

3  Labor 

4  Poverty 

5  Wealth 

6  Business  morals 
Anniversaries  and  holidays  (out  of  print.) 
Biennial  report,  v.  1-9 

Check   list  of  journals  and  public   documents  of  Wisconsin,  1903 
Circulars  of  information: 

1  Establishing  a   library,  first  steps 

2  How  to  secure  a  traveling  library 

3  Suggestions  for  library  rules  and  regulations.     5c. 

4  Magazines   for  the  small  library.     10c. 

5  Campaigning   tor   a  public   library.     10c. 

6  Legislative   reference   department 

7  Traveling   libraries   in   Wisconsin 
Legislative   reference  department  bulletins:     each  12c. 

1  Railway  eo-employment    (out  of  print) 

2  Lobbying  (out  of  print) 

3  Corrupt  practices  at  elections  (see  No.  23) 

4  Exemption  of  wages    (out  of  print) 

5  Municipal  electric  lighting   (out  of   print) 

6  Trust  company  reserves   (out  of  print) 

7  Taxation  of  trust  companies   (out  of  print) 

8  Municipal  gas  lighting    (out  of  print) 

9  Boycotting   (out  of  print) 

10  BFacklisting    (out  of  print) 

11  Initiative  and  referendum    (see  no.  25) 

12  The  recall    (out   of  print) 
l?t  Primary  elections 

14  Proportional    representation 

15  Juvenile  courts 

16  Telephones;    interchange    of    service 

17  Mortgage  taxation 

18  Municipal  home  rule  charters 

19  Tenement  house  legislation,  state  and  local 

20  Accident  insurance  for  workingmen   (out  of  print) 

21  Initiative  and   referendum:     state   legislation    (see  no.  25) 

22  Certified   public  accountants 

23  Corrupt   practices 

24  State    legislation    concerning   tuberculosis 

25  Initiative  and   referendum 
Instructional  department   pamphlets: 

1  Wisconsin    library  school,    1909-10 

2  3bort  course    library  school,  1910 
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3  Picturcf  collections  in  small  libraries.    10c. 

4  Supplementary  course,  library  school,  1908 

5  Commercial  geography.    10c. 

6  Books  on  missions.     10c. 

7  How  to  care  for  books  in  a  library,    oc. 
List  of  books  for  girls  and  young  women. 
Miscellaneous  pamphlets: 

Laws  of  Wisconsin  relating  to  libraries  and  the  free  library 

commission 
Library  efxtension.  by  E.  A.   Birge,  1905   (out  of  print) 
One  hundred  popular  German  books 
Some  Wisconsin  library  buildings 
Study   outlincfs:     10c  each. 

1  Japan 

2  Russia 

3  Canada 

4  Travel  in  England  and  Wales 

5  Travel  in  Scotland  and  Ireland    (out  of  print) 

6  French  History 

7  Modern  Italy — History 

8  Shakespeare's  King  John;   by  Mrs.   H.  A.  Davidson 

9  Shakespeare's  King  Richard  Second;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

10  Shakespeare's  King  Henry  Fourth,  Part  I.-II.;  by  Mrs.  H.  A. 

Davidson 

11  Shakespeare's  King  Henry  Fifth;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 
Nos.  8-11  not  furnished  outside  the  State.    They  may  be  pro- 
cured from  Mrs.  H.   A.  Davidson,  Cambridge^,  Mass. 

12  United  States  History — Discovery    and    Exploration    (out  of 

print) 

13  United  States  History— Colonial    Period    (out   of   print) 

14  United  States  History — Revolution    (out   of  print) 

15  United  States  History— Formation  Period,   1783-1817    (out  of 

print) 

16  United  States  History-  Expansion   Pefriod,   1817-1860    (out  of 

print)  " 

17  United  States  History— Civil    War  and   Reconstruction.  1860- 

1876   (out  of  print) 

18  United  States  History — From    Reconstruction    to    Date,    1876- 

(out  of  print) 

19  Travel  in  the  United  States 

20  French   Art 

21  American  Literature  (out  of  print) 

22  English  Literature — Early  Victorian  Period 

23  Wisconsin  History 

Wisconsin  library  bulletin   (bi-monthly)   January,   1905,  to  date.    60c 
the  year. 


TENTH  BIENNIAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


WISCONSIN 
•REE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


Biennial  Period  Ending  June  30,  1914 


9ubU«l|r&  b|2  Atttlfority  af  Cabi 


MADISON.  WIS. 
Democrat  Printing  Company,  State  Printer 

1914 


Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 


Ex  Officio: 

C.  R.  Van  IIisk,  PrrmUut  of  the  University  of  Wiscontin, 

Madison. 
CHARLF>i  P.  Cary,  State  Superintendent,  Madison. 
MiLO  M.  QuAiFK,  Secretary  State  Historical  Society,  Madi- 
son. 

Ajypointed  by  the  Governor: 

Mrs.  Ciiarl»^  S.  ^Morris,  Berlin. 
WiujAM  H.  Hattox,  New  London. 

Officers: 

William  II.  IIatton%  Chairman. 
Charlis  p.  Cary,  Vice  Chairman. 
Matthew  S.  Dudgeon,  Secretary. 


Madison,  July  1,  1914. 

To  Hon.  Francis  E.  McGovkrn,  Governor: 

Sir: — I  liaw  tlir  lionor  to  transmit   hei'cwith,  the  tenth  hi 
ennial  report  (1913-1914)  of  the  Wisi'onsin  Free  Library 
mission,  in  aei'ordaiK'O  with  the  ])roviHions  of  section  383a,  of 
AVisionsin  Statutes  of  1898. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Hatton, 

Chairmm^ 


^^ 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

A  BOOK  FOR  EVERYONE 

HOW  EVERYBODY  IN  WISCONSIN  CAN  GET  THE  BOOK  HE  NEEDS 

IN  HIS  BUSINESS 

' '  P^very  individual  in  the  state  needs  books.  He  may  not  have 
thought  it  out  but  every  individual  in  the  state  is  also  a  part 
owner  of  every  book  stored  in  the  state  owned  libraries  at  Mad- 
ison. The  principle  which  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Com- 
mission is  trying  to  work  out  is  that  if  any  man,  woman,  or 
.  hild  in  the  state,  whether  in  a  city  or  in  the  country,  has  need 
>f  any  of  these  books  of  which  he  is  a  part  owTier,  the  Commis- 
sion ought  to  see  that  he  knows  how  to  get  it  and  gets  it/'  Thus 
may  the  general  policy  of  the  Free  Library  Commission  be 
phrased.     This  theory  is  back  of  the  traveling  library  system 

id  back  of  the  parcel  post  service  which  the  Commission  is 
otfering. 

It  is  likewise  true  that  every  professional  man,  every  me- 
chanic, and  every  housewife  in  the  city  is  a  part  owner  of  the 
books  in  the  local  public  library.  Since  the  Commission  has  a 
supervisory  relationship  over  city  libraries  similar  to  that  which 
the  state  superintendent  of  schools  has  over  the  public  schools,  it 
is  one  of  the  functions  of  the  Commission  to  urge  and  aid  every 
local  institution  to  see  that  absolutely  every  individual  in  the 
community  has  access  to  the  book  which  would  aid  him  in  his 
work.  More  and  more  city  libraries  are  reaching  those  who 
most  need  books. 

No  man,  woman,  or  child  is  working  at  a  job  about  which  he 
or  she  could  not  learn  much  of  value  from  some  book.     The 
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lawyer  and  the  doctor  have  ahvaj's  found  it  ueeessary  to  read 
constantly  in  onler  to  do  their  work  well.     Tlie  teacher  and  the 
minister,  liave  always  fouml  lK)oks  and  periodicals  necessary. 
It  seems  to  have  been  left  for  the  present  generation  to  discover 
that  it  is  equally  true  that  no  farmer,  mechanic,  or  housewife 
can  do  his  work  or  lier  work  well  without  reading.     That  it 
pays  to  read  is  well  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  most  successful 
farmers  in  Wisconsin  arc  rapidly  becoming  students  of  agri- 
cultural problems,  and  are  reading  periodicals,  bulletins,  and 
books  upon  all  sorts  of  farm  subjects. 

It  may  be  said  therefore  that  it  is  the  basic  purpose  of  tie 
Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  to  see  that  no  person  in 
the  state,  whether  he  livi's  in  ^ladisou,  in  some  small  village,  or 
on  a  farm  in  the  far  noi'thi^rn  peninsula  of  Bayfield,  is  without 
books  which  will  furnish  him  inspiration  and  education  in  his 
work  and  I'eereation  in  liis  leisure  moments. 

WnO  ARE  IN  THE  COMMISSION 

The  Wisronsin  Pn»e  Libraiy  Commission  was  organised  in 
1895.  I'nder  the  law  en^ating  it,  the  president  of  the  state 
university,  the  state  sui)eriiitendent  of  public  instruction,  and 
the  superintendent  of  the  Wisconsin  historical  society,  togetiier 
with  two  other  meml)ers  appointed  by  the  governor  for  tcnna 
of  five  years  each,  constitute  its  membership.  None  of  its  mem- 
bers receive  any  compensation,  and  although  the  law  provides 
for  the  payment  of  expenses  of  the  commissioners,  inooxred  ia 
the  discharge  of  their  duty,  it  is  seldom  indeed  that  any  expense 
account  has  been  filed. 

THE  ORGANIZATION 

The  chairman  of  the  Commission  is  William  H.  Hatbm,  rf 
New  London.  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Morris  of  Berlin,  is  the  otkfif 
appointive  member.  The  three  ex-oflicio  membeis  are  Chari<* 
R.  Van  Ilise,  president  of  the  Univereity  of  Wisconsin,  Charies 
P.  Cary.  superintendent  of  i>ublic  instruction,  who  is  vice  chair- 
man of  tlie  Commission,  and  ^lilo  M.  Quaife,  superintendent  of 
the  Ilistori^'al  Society.  The  executive  officer  is  the  secretary, 
M.  S.  Dudjri^on ;  the  assistant  secretary  is  Mra.  A.  L.  Mayers. 
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IT  HAS  five  departments 

In  order  efficiently  to  perform  its  function  of  seeing  to  it  that 
no  man  in  the  state  who  needs  a  book  misses  getting  it,  the  Com- 
mission has  found  it  necessary  to  organize  five  departments. 

That  the  individual  who  lives  in  the  city  may  have  access  to 
the  books  which  he  needs,  the  Commission  maintains  a  depart- 
ment to  assist  in  the  organization,  maintenance  and  successful 
operation  of  public  libraries,  in  cities  i  hence  the  Department  of 
Library  Extension.  That  those  living  in  rural  communities 
may  not  be  discriminated  against,  it  maintains  a  department 
which  sends  small  traveling  libraries  to  the  country  districts, 
the  Traveling  Library  Department.  That  those  who  wish  /to 
make  a  serioiis  study  of  some  particular  subject  may  have  an 
opportunity  so  to  do,  it  maintains  a  Study  Club  Departinent. 
Since  it  is  operated  upon  the  theory  that  every  man  may  be 
helped  in  his  work  by  the  use  of  books,  and  because  it  found 
that  legislators  whose  work  affects  the  entire  state  had  practi- 
cally no  means  of  obtaining  information  relative  to  proposed 
legislation,  the  Commission  maintains  a  Legislative  Reference 
Department  w^hosc  w^ork  it  is  to  furnish  to  the  legislators  the 
printed  material  which  they  need  in  performing  their  legisla- 
tive functions.  Because  there  were  not  enough  well  trained 
librarians  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  to  conduct  aggressively  and 
successfully  the  public  libraries,  the  Library  Commission  eight 
years  ago  established  a  Library  School  with  the  primary  pur- 
pose of  training  librarians  to  take  charge  of  Wisconsin  libraries. 

But  all  of  the  departments  and  activities  of  the  Commission 
are  built  around  this  motto,  ''Get  a  book  to  every  one  who 
needs  it  and  see  that  it  is  the  right  book. ' ' 
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THE  COMiMISSlON  SENDS  THOUSANDS  OF  BOOKS  IN- 
TO RURAL  COMMUNITIES 

The  resident  of  u  sinull  town  or  of  a  rural  section  has  no  gach 
opportunity  to  secure  l>ooks  as  is  provided^  by  the  public  libra- 
ries in  the  cities.  The  Commission  believes,  however,  fhat  the 
country  boy  or  ^irl  is  entitled  to  good  books  just  as  is  the  resi- 
dent of  a  city.  So  it  lias  organized  its  traveling  library  depart- 
ment, and  during  the  biennial  period  here  reported  upon  it  has 
been  circulating  its  45,000  books  more  completely  than  ever  be- 
fore over  the  state.  During  that  period  it  has  reached  with 
boxes  of  books  nearly  Jiine  liundred  different  rural  commuiu- 
ties  which,  except  for  this  service,  would  have  been  practically 
without  reading  matter.  Tt  has  sent  out  during  that  time  over 
two  thousand  traveling  library  boxes  containing  on  the  average 
fifty  books  each,  iliss  Lutie  E.  Steams  has  been  the  chief  in 
charge  of  this  service. 

The  traveling  libraries  are  collections  of  books  which  are  sent 
out  from  ^ladison  in  stout,  hinged  boxes.  They  circulate  free 
of  charge.  The  legular  traveling  libraries  are  each  made  up  of 
from  thirty-fiv(»  to  one  hundred  of  the  best  popular  bookB  for 
adults  and  children,  in  fiction,  history,  travel,  biography,  sdenee 
and  literature.  TJiese  are  intended  for  fanning  commmiitieB 
and  foi*  small  villa*rcs  not  enjoying  public  library  privileges.  In 
sctmo  ])lac<^s  these  books  are  sadly  needed. 

rOl'NTRY  BOOK  HUNGER 

For  example,  the  Commission  investigated  one  town  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  fifty  square  miles  in  which  no  adult  hsd 
read  a  .single  book  during  the  year  because  there  were  no  at- 
tractive readable  books  to  be  had.  In  some  of  the  homes  Hmstc 
was  not  a  book — not  even  a  bible.  In  nearly  one-half  of  He 
homes  thei'e  were  no  l)ooks  except  the  bible. 
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WHERE  KEPT 


The  traveling  libraries  are  kept  in  the  most  centrally  located 
nd  most  easily  accessible  place  that  can  be  found.  The  local 
»ost  office  is  usually  the  best  place,  but  they  may  be  placed  in 
he  general  store,  or  a  private  residence,  and  should,  if  possible, 
»e  accessible  continuously  or  at  frequent  intervals.  Sometimes 
hey  are  placed  in  schoolhouses. 

LUMBER  GAMPS 

The  Commission  sends  books,  magazines,  and  papers  to  lum- 
ering  camps,  where  the  book  hunger  is  intense,  the  men  often 
eing  forced  to  sit  and  stare  at  bare  walls  because  there  is  not 
ven  a  newspaper  to  read.  One  lumber  camp  evangelist  says 
hat  the  men  in  the  lumber  camps  almost  die  of  mental  starva- 
ion  which  he  says  has  in  extreme  cases  resulted  in  insanity; 
dat  they  continually  beg  for  reading  matter.  He  also  reports 
dat  when  they  can  obtain  them  some  of  them  read  the  best 
ooka  of  history,  biography,  and  literature. 

FOREIGN  BOOKS 

The  Commission  also  sends  out  books  printed  in  German  for 
16  good  German  citizen  who  is  too  old  to  learn  to  read  English ; 

sends  Bohemian  books  for  the  Bohemian,  Norwegian  books 
>r  the  Norwegian,  Swedish  booka  for  the  Swede,  Polish  books 
>r  the  Polack,  and  Yiddish  books  for  the  good  citizen  who  can 
5ad  no  other  language. 

FARM  BOOKS 

It  also  sends  out  upon  request  special  groups  of  carefully 
elected  books  on  special  topics  such  as  dairying,  potato  raising, 
-*  farm  buildibgs. 

These  figures  indicate  the  growing  use  of  traveling  libraries. 

TRAVELING  LIBRA  RIES 


-  Of  dllTerent  communities  served . . 

-  new  and  resumed  stations 

-  requests  filled 

^^t>rded  circulation 


1009-10 


395 

75 

'     834 

113.448 


1910-11 


466 

113 

948 

118.467 


1911-12 


609 

179 

1.001 

115,095 


191?-13 


670 

154 

1.082 

122.153 


1913-14 


773 

198 

1.258 

141,  m 
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Keports  indicate  tliat  the  actual  circulation  of  books  is  mnch 
larger  than  tliese  figures  indicate.,  as  a  book  drawn  by  one  fam- 
ily is  passed  on  to  other  families.  Often,  too,  no  record  is  made 
of  a  loan. 


ANY  PEKSUX  IN  THE  .STATE  CAN  BORROW  A  BOOK  TO  BEAD  AT  HOME 

The  recent  ruling  of  the  post  office  department  admitting 
books  to  parcel  post  has  made  it  possible  for  the  Commismon  to 
send  books  directh'  to  individuals  in  their  homes.  If  any  resi- 
dent of  the  state  cannot  secure  the  books  which  he  needfl^  tlie 
Library  Commission,  witli  the  cooperation  of  the  Historical  So- 
ciety and  the  University  Library,  will  serve  him  to  the  best  of 
its  ability.  There  is  little  red  tape  about  the  system.  A  letter 
asking  for  the  book  and  containing  sufficient  postage  is  sent  to 
the  Commission.  If  any  excess  postage  is  sent  it  is  returned 
with  tlio  book.  An  average  book  may  be  sent  anywhere  in  the 
state  within  150  mih's  of  Madison  (this  includes  at  leaat  two- 
thirds  of  tlie  state)  for  six  cents,  or  beyond  the  distance  of  150 
miles  from  ^Madison  for  eight  cents. 

Tiic  (-X)mmission  has  given  wide  publicity  to  this  service  by 
sending  a  leaflet  giving  the  particulars,  accompanied  by  a  sug- 
gestive? list  of  books,  to  county  superintendents,  editor^i  post- 
masters, teachers,  and  others.  General  announcement  of  the 
8er\Mce  has  been  made  in  the  newspapers  reaching  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, and  by  posting  lists  and  notices  in  the  small  post  offieei 
The  applications  for  loans  which  have  been  received  indkite 
that  books  of  every  character  will  be  in  demand.  Qnite  a  per- 
cent^ige  of  applications  arc  from  farmers  and  teachers  in  rnnl 
communities  who  niv  in  need  of  books  upon  agricultural  topM>- 
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II 

THE  COMMISSION  HELPS  EDUCATE  THOSE  "WHO  CAN- 
NOT GO  TO  SCHOOL 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  it  is  only  the  leisure  class  who 
can  attend  the  regular  educational  institutions?  Naturally, 
therefore,  it  is  only  a  small  minority  who  are  enrolled  at  any 
school  or  college.  The  vast  majority  must  stay  out  of  school 
because  they  must  work  for  a  living.  The  Library  Commis- 
sion has  established  a  study  club  department  calculated  to  help 
those  who  want  to  study  at  home. 

Wherever  there  is  a  group  of  men,  women,  boys,  or  girls  who 
are  willing  to  study  seriously  any  subject,  the  Commission  sup- 
plies a  box  of  books  upon  the  subject  selected,  accompanying 
it  with  an  outline  and  with  suggestions  for  the  conduct  of  the 
work.  A  leaflet  giving  the  various  subjects  which  may  be 
studied  is  sent  upon  application.  This  same  department  also 
continually  sends  out  through  tlie  ^i^consin  Library  Bulletin, 
and  otherwise,  lists  of  the  best  recent  books  and  lists  of  the  best 
books  upon  various  subjects  of  current  interest. 

During  the  year  1913-14,  86  libraries  were  sent  out  by  the 
Book  Selection  and  Study  Club  Department,  containing  1765 
volumes,  363  pamphlets,  and  106  pictures.  They  covered  40  sub- 
jects and  went  to  65  towns. 

This  department  is  in  effect  a  correspondence  school  and  car- 
ries on  an  extended  correspondence  with  librarians,  oflScers  and 
members  of  clubs,  and  with  many  individual  readers.  Clubs 
ask  for  advice  as  to  the  year's  work,  for  the  loan  of  outlines  for 
examination  and  of  books  and  pamphlet  material  to  meet  special 
needs.  Librarians  ask  assistance  in  answering  reference  ques- 
tions, recommendation  of  books  on  various  subjects,  the  loan  o£ 
books  for  patrons  whose  needs  cannot  be  satisfied  by  their  own 
resources,  and  criticism  of  lists  of  books  chosen  for  purchase  or 
recommendations  for  that  purpose.  Individual  readers  request 
guidance  in  reading,  information  of  all  kinds,  and  the  loan  of 
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books  I'or  study  and  iv-adintr.  The  department  colleetioii  of 
books  and  |)a)ii]ddet  material  ]ias  liot  been  adequate  to  meet  these 
demands,  and  tlie  Publiej  riiiversity  and  State  Historical  li- 
braries liavi*  been  drawn  on  fi-equently  for  loans,  which  have 
been  eourteously  and  fi'erly  granted  whenever  possible.  Clip- 
pin<;s  and  magazine  material  is  frequently  resorted  to  and  the 
dei>artmrnt  uses  freely  in  this  work  the  Commission's  large  store 
of  magazines. 

To  aid  the  librarians  of  the  smaller  public  libraries  in  their 
diflfieult  task  of  seleeting  n(^w  books,  a  Book  Selection  Depart- 
ment was  begun  with  Ihe  January  number  of  the  Bulletin,  In 
this  seetioji  is  provided  eaeli  month  a  selected  list  of  current 
books,  elassified  and  ann(»tated. 

I^Iiss  Elva  L.  T5aseom  for  several  years  the  editor  of  the  Amcr- 
iean  Library  Associalion  Booklist  has  eharge  of  this  department 
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III 

THE  COMMISSION  HELPS  ESTABLISH,  ORGANIZE, 
AND  MAINTAIN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

The  people  m  the  larger  cities  can  secure  books  from  their 
own  public  libraries.  The  service  that  a  good  public  library 
can  render  in  its  own  community  is  much  more  eflfective  than 
any  service  rendered  from  the  distant  office  of  the  Commission. 
The  more  public  libraries  there  are,  the  more  carefully  they  are 
organized  and  the  more  aggressively  they  are  administered,  the 
more  likely  they  are  to  reach  every  individual  in  the  vicinity. 
If  a  town  is  large  enough  to  support  a  public  library  the  Com- 
mission therefore  urges  and  aids  its  establishment.  It  may  be- 
gin by  furnishing  traveling  libraries  which  cost  the  locality 
nothing,  but  when  the  opportune  time  arrives  for  the  institu- 
tion of  a  public  library,  the  Commission  sends  speakers,  puts 
articles  in  the  paper,  writes  letters,  and  does  everything  in  its 
power  to  explain  w^hy  a  library  will  help  the  town  and  to  line 
up  the  citizens  behind  a  movement  for  a  public  library.  It 
advises  and  counsels;  it  furnishes  lists  of  books  to  be  bought 
and  tells  how  to  buy  them ;  it  sends  workers  to  help  catalog  the 
books  and  organize  the  library. 

HELPS  GET  NEW  BUILDINGS 

When  the  town  is  ready  for  a  new  building,  it  makes  sugges- 
tions as  to  plans,  shows  pictures  of  buildings  elsewhere,  meets 
with  the  library  board  and  gives  counsel  and  advice.  If  an  ap- 
plication is  made  for  a  Carnegie  gift,  the  details  are  often  ar- 
ranged by  the  Commission.^ 

\1SITS  ALL  LIBRARIES 

No  matter  liow  large  or  how  old  a  library  is,  the  Commission 
keeps  in  touch  with  it,  visits  it  periodically,  sees  that  it  is  kept 
up  to  date,  sends  speakers  to  arouse  interest,  publishes  lists  of 
new  books  and  material  on  new  subjects,  and  assists  in  every 
way  in  making  it  an  effective,  aggressive  moral,  social,  educa- 
tional, and  utilitarian  force  in  the  community.  During  the  bi- 
ennial period  the  Commission's  workers  have  made  five  hundred 
and  fourteen  visits  to  libraries  in  the  state,  each  visit  extending 
from  a  few  hours  to  several  days.     One  itiust  pawae  ^  TcvotcvfexiX. 
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to  appreciate  the  amount  of  work  involved  in  making  this  num- 
ber of  visits  to  libraries  scattered  from  Superior  on  the  north 
to  Beloit  on  the  south.  Sometimes  a  library,  where  there  is  for 
some  I'eason  a  special  need,  is  visited  three,  four,  five,  or  even 
six  times  in  one  vear. 

public  libraries  get  something  for  nothing 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  people  of  the  state 
profit  largely  because  of  the  existence  of  the  library  school.  In 
order  effectively  to  connect  up  practice  and  theoiy  the  students 
of  the  library  school  spend  Febiniary  and  March  working  in  the 
libraries  of  the  state.  By  the  time  they  go  into  the  field  and 
take  up  this  work  tliey  liavo  rcceiveil  considerable  training  and 
may  be  considered  as  skilled  workers.  They  work  under  dose 
supervision  of  the  library  school  instructors  as  well  as  under  the 
supervision  of  the  local  librarian,  and  as  a  result  what  they  do 
is  of  great  value  to  the  libraries  of  the  state. 

In  1913,  37  libraries  profited  by  the  work  of  the  students,  and 
35  students  had  the  actual  experience  of  working  in  libraries. 
The  amount  of  work  accomplished  by  the  students  aggregated 
a  total  of  65Vi  months  of  work  for  the  state,  the  equivalent  of 
the  entire  time  of  six  skilled  workers  for  a  year. 

In  1914,  31  libraries  profited  by  the  work  of  the  students,  and 
35  students  had  the  actual  experience  of  working  in  libraries. 
The  amount  of  work  accomplished  by  the  students  aggregated 
a  total  of  61  months  of  free  assistance  to  the  libraries  of  the 
state,  more  than  the  equivalent  of  the  full  time  of  five  skilled 
workers  for  an  entire  year. 

WORK  W^ORTH  $7,920 

If  this  service  is  rated  at  $720  a  year,  which  is  the  lowest  sal- 
ary, with  a  few  exceptions,  received  by  any  of  the  graduate 
the  fii'st  year  out  of  library  school  (many  receiving  a  salaiy 
from  $800  to  $1000  the  first  year)  the  work  done  by  the  students 
during  the  biennial  period  was  woi*th  $7,920. 

This  work  of  aiding  the  public  libraries  involves,  too,  an  iifl- 
mense  volume  of  correspondence.  This  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  the  two  departments  of  instruction  and  library  visitation 
sent  out  last  year  over  four  thousand  letters  and  twelve  hundred 
circulai's,  etc.,  most  of  this  going  to  the  public  libraries  of  the 
state.  Neither  do  these  figures  include  the  correpondence  with 
public  libraries  from  the  seci-etary^s  office  nor  from  tlie  travel- 
ing libi'ary  and  study  club  departments. 


li 


J 

1  •; 


I 


Tenth  Biennial  Report.  13 


IV  ' 

I 

THE  COMmSSION  HELPS  LEGISLATORS 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  legislative  reference  depart- 
ment it  was  practically  impossible  for  a  Wisconsin  legislator  to 
know  whether  a  proposed  measure  had  ever  been  tried  elsewhere 
or  not.  If  there  was  a  wrong  which  needed  a  remedy  the  leg- 
islators must  devise  a  remedy  and  try  an  experiment  instead  of 
adopting  a  remedy  which  had  proved  successful  in  other  states. 
In  other  words  the  legislators  were  men  who  had  a  most  im- 
portant work  to  do  and  who  could  be  made  much  more  eflScient 
at  their  job  if  they  were  given  the  opportunity  to  read  up  about 
their  work.  Since  it  is  the  function  of  the  Library  Commission 
to  furnish  printed  matter  to  help  each  citizen  of  the  state  to  do 
his  work,  it  was  but  natural  that  the  Commission  should  insti- 
tute a  department  calculated  to  assist  the  legislator  in  his  w^ork. 
"While  this  department  has  a  separate  appropriation  and  is  in 
that  sense  a  distinct  department,  it  is  administered  by  the  Free 
Library  Commission. 

HOW  IT  HELPS 

Upon  written  request  from  a  legislator  it  will  put  a  bill  into 
shape  ready  to  be  introduced.  This  department  has  helped  the 
lawmakers  of  Wisconsin  to  study  and  to  frame  such  measures  as 
the  railroad  commission  law,  the  public  utilities  act,  the  work- 
men's compensation  law,  the  corrupt  practices  measures,  and  the 
industrial  education  law.  It  will  work  for  any  legislator  who 
asks  for  help  and  will  become  his  servant,  but  of  course  puts  into 
form  not  its  own  ideas  but  the  ideas  of  the  legislator.  No  drafts- 
man is  permitted  to  draw  a  bill  without  a  written  request. 

That  such  a  department  as  this  is  of  value  is  shown  by  the 
testimony  of  those  who  know  wiiat  it  has  done.  Hon.  John  B. 
Winslow,  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin,  in 
writing  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  federal  department  of 
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the  same  iiatuiv  speaks  oi:  ih*.-  b'gislativo  reference  department 
of  "Wiseoiisiri  as  follows :  **  It  has  ])een  of  very  material  assistance 
to  tlie  lojrishitivf  branch  of  tlie  fjoverninent  iu  the  careful  draft- 
iiijj^  (»f  hills  and  in  placinjjr  within  n-aeh  of  the  legislators  the  re- 
sults of  lfj3fi.slation  in  other  eonntrirs.  as  well  as  the  literature 
bearing:  thereon.  Tin*  elfeet  of  this  work  is,  of  course,  naturally 
lielpfnl  to  tin*  <*oiii"t.  befause  it  t<.'n(ls  to  produee  laws  more 
scientifieally  drawn,  and  to  i»revent  crudities  iu  laws." 

l'])on  the  same  cpiestion  Kipht  Hon.  James  Bryce,  at  that  time 
British  Ambassador,  after  examining  the  work  of  the  Wisconsin 
department,  stated  that  he  considered  it  of  value. 

Sir  Courtney  Tlb»M*t.  h'gal  advisor  to  tlie  English  Parliament 
says:  **The  work  of  the  h'gislative  reference  library  is  extra- 
ordinaiy.  It  is  work  of  great  l)enefit  to  the  state  especially  to 
the  lawmakers.'- 

Xo  law,  rule,  or  i^raetiee  recpiires  a  mend)er  of  the  legislature 
to  use  tlie  reference  library  or  to  have  his  bill  drawn  in  the 
drafting  dejiartment.  Every  member  is  absolutely  free  to  put 
his  bill  together  in  any  way  in  which  he  chooses.  The  depart- 
ment is  simply  at  his  disposal  if  he  wishes  to  usr  it.  It  is  hifl 
servant  and  its  emj^bn-ees  are  his  clerks. 

Dr.  Charles  jMeCarthy  lias  been  in  charge  of  this  department 
since  it  was  established  twelve  years  ago. 
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E  CO.AIMISSION  TRAINS  LIBRARIANS  FOR  WISCON- 
SIN LIBRARIES 

eeause  there  were  not  enough  trained  librarians  available  to 
veil  the  work  in  the  public  libraries  of  the  state  the  Library 
amission  eight  years  ago  established  a  library  school  to  train 
arians  who  might  take  charge  of  Wisconsin  pubic  libraries, 
s  school  is  now  one  of  the  leading  library  schools  In  the  coun- 
Its  teaching  staff  are  all  Commission  workers  who  spend  a 
b  of  their  time  visiting  and  inspecting  the  libraries  of  the 
e,  and  throughout  its  instruction  tends  toward  the  practical 
ler  than  the  theoretical.  The  instructors  first  show  the  stu- 
ts  how  to  do  things  and  then  take  them  out  to  do  these 
igs  in  Wisconsin  libraries,  in  W^isconsin  towns,  with  Wiscon- 
people. 

DOING  WORK  FOR  NOTHING 

11  students  spend  February  and  March  of  (?ach  year  hard  at 
k  in  the  public  libraries  of  the  state.  They  do  this  work 
.  So  it  occurs  that  while  learning  to  work  they  do  work 
W^isconsin  libraries  which  it  w^ould  cost  the  libraries  thou- 
Is  of  dollars  to  have  done  bv  others. 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OP  WISCONSIN  HELPS 

he  school  has  grown  so  that  the  legislature  of  1909  suggested 
the  university  ought  to  cooperate  by  appropriating  funds  to 
jt  in  running  it.     This  the  university  now  does,  although  the 
ol  is  still  under  the  control  of  the  Library  Commission. 

NUMBER  GRADUATED 

or  several  years  the  number  graduating  from  the  Library 
)ol  of  the  University  exceeded  the  number  graduated  from 
other  similar  school  in  the  countrv.     In  1901  ttve  nxrccJact 
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graduated  was  22 ;  in  1908  the  number  was  19 ;  to  1909  it  was 
19;  in  1910  it  was  26;  in  1911  it  was  24;  in  1912  it  was  31;  in 

1913  it  was  32 ;  in  1914  it  was  29.  The  class  which  has  enrolled 
and  will  probably  graduate  in  1915  is  36.  The  total  number 
graduating  up  to  and  including  1914  is  202. 

EASY  FOR  STUDENTS  TO  GET  JOBS 

There  never  has  been  the  slightest  difficulty  in  obtaining  po- 
sitions for  the  graduates  of  the  school.  In  1913  out  of  31  who 
were  graduated  29  had  positions  at  the  time  of  graduation.    In 

1914  out  of  29  who  were  tj)  graduate  26  had  received  appoint- 
ments at  graduation. 

A  very  large  percentage  of  graduates  also  remains  in  the  pro- 
fession. Of  the  202  who  have  graduated  23  have  married,  3 
are  taking  further  work  in  educational  institutions^  3  are  in- 
capacitated  because  of  ill  health,  4  are  detained  by  home  ex- 
igencies, 4  are  temporarily  out  of  positions,  and  2  are  not  recom- 
mended because  of  lack  of  efficiency.  Although  the  number 
graduated  is  very  much  larger  than  the  number  of  positions 
suitable  for  library  graduates  in  this  state,  a  very  considerable 
number  are  located  in  Wisconsin.  Of  those  grciduating  in  1913, 
seven  went  immediately  into  positions  in  Wisconsin  libraries 
while  of  those  graduating  in  1914,  fourteen  went  directly  to  Wis- 
consin positions. 

In  cooperation  with  the  university  a  special  course  for  those 
intending  to  go  into  legislative  or  municipal  reference  library 
work  was  offered  during  the  past  year,  seven  enrolling  for  the 
work. 

The  school  also  holds  a  summer  session  of  six  weeks.  This  ses- 
sion is  primarily  to  help  the  librarians  from  the  smaller  Wiscon- 
sin towns  whose  salaries  are  not  large  enough  to  enable  them  to 
attend  the  full  professional  course.  As  is  explained  elsewhere^ 
the  students  of  the  library  school  do  work  in  public  libraries 
throughout  the  state  wliich  is  of  great  value. 

The  secretary  is  ex  officio  director  of  the  library  school.  Miss 
'M.  E.  Hazel  tine,  as  preceptor,  is  in  direct  charge  of  the  wort 

IMr.  C.  B.  Lester  has  charge  of  the  special  course  in  legislative 
and  municipal  reference  work. 


1 

J 

1  a  ' 

o 

4      ftt 

■i  ^  -j,-^ 

j 

f 

.;? 

^m 

8  . 

» 

i  -^^^^^ 

1 

5 
1 

U^ 

' ,  '1'  ^ 

^ 

^•^P-^iBI^ 

3 

'/                ■      » 

Tenth  Biennial  Report.  17 


VI 

THE  COMMISSION  ISSUES  EDUCATIONAL  AND  LI- 
BRARY PUBLICATIONS 

(1)  The  Wisc&nsin  Library  Btdletin.  A  monthly  periodical 
is  issued  by  the  Commission  as  an  economical  way  of  communi- 
cating with  the  libraries  and  library  oflBcials  of  the  state. 

(2)  Book  lists.  To  inform  librarians  as  to  the  material  which 
should  be  placed  in  their  libraries,  the  Commission  issues  from 
time  to  time  various  carefully  selected  lists.  These  lists  include 
"Suggestive  list  of  children's  books/'  (this  has  been  in  demand 
all  over  the  country),  lists  upon  various  sociological  and  eco- 
nomic subjects,  and  upon  all  questions  which  are  of  general  pub- 
lic interest. 

(3)  It  also  issues  bulletins  calculated  to  assist  the  legislator 
in  his  work.  These  are  calculated  to  put  into  concise  form  the 
most  valuable  information  relative  to  matters  which  legislators 
are  considering.  Among  the  subjects  which  have  been  so  treated 
in  bulletins  are :  Corrupt  practices  at  elections ;  Initiative  and 
referendum;  Municipal  home  I'ule;  Tuberculosis,  and  eighteen 
others. 


LIBRARY  BUILDINGS 

The  last  biennial  period  has  witnessed  great  strides  toward 
adequate  buildings  for  many  libraries  in  Wisconsin.  The  Car- 
negie building  at  Barron,  built  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,  was  opened 
in  February,  1913.  Andrew  Carnegie's  gift  of  $10,000  for 
Bi  building  at  Black  River  Falls  has  been  accepted  and  the  con- 
struction will  be  started  in  the  fall  of  1914.  The  $10,000  Car- 
negie building  at  Columbus  was  completed  in  October,  1912. 
Galesville  has  received  a  bequest  from  Mrs.  Burdick  of  a  site 
and  residence,  valued  at  $20,000.     The  library  now  occupies  the 


18  AViscoNsix  Fuel  Library  Commlssiox. 

building.     A  gilt  of  $15,000  was  made  by  Carnegie  for  an  addi- 
tion to  tli(;  Green  Bay  library,  and  the  construction  was  com- 
pleted in  the  spring  of  1914.    At  Hartford  special  quarters  for 
the  public  library  are  l)t.*ing  provided  in  the  new  high  school 
building  under  eonstnietion.     The  Kilbourn  Carnegie  building 
was  ojioned  in  !Mareli,  1913,  erected  at  a  cost  of  $6,000.    The 
Sixth  Ward  I^ranch  liuilding  at  Madison,  likewise  a  Carnegie 
gift,  was  ready  in  ^larch,  1913;  cost,  $15,000.     The  north  stack 
wing  of  the  Historical  Library,  ^ladisou,  built  at  a  cost  of  $160,- 
000,  has  been  completed  and  is  now  occupied.     In  ^lilwaukee  two 
new  l)ranch  buildings  art*  under  construction,  the  Henry  Llewel- 
lyn Branch  and  tin*  Hay  View  Branch.    A  $50,000  addition  to 
the  main  library  has  also  been  made.     Mr.  Carnegie  has  given 
$6,000  for  a  buihling  at  iledford  and  plans  are  ready.    The 
municipal  building  at  Mineral  Point,  with  special  quaiiiers  for 
the  lil)rarv,  Avill  be  readv  in  November,  1914.    At  Neillsville  a 
$10,000  Carnegie  building  is  under  construction,  and  a  similar 
building  Avas  opened  at  Xew  London  in  ^lay,  1914.     Platteville 
has  accepted  $12,500  from  Mr.  Carnegie  for  a  building.    The 
Tripp  Memorial  building  at  Prairie  du  Sac  was  completed  in  the 
fall  of  1913  at  a  cost  of  $10,000.     Plymouth  and  Shawano  have 
accepted  Carnegie   gifts  of  $10,000  for  new  buildings,  which 
will  be  ready  in  191;").     The  Racine  branch  library,  a  Carnegie 
building,  was  opened  on  ^lemorial  Day,  1914;  cost,  $10,000.    At 
Sturgeon  Bay  in  ^lay,  1913,  and  at  Two  Rivers  in  June,  1914i 
new  Carnegie  buildings  were  dedicated,  each  costing  $12,500. 
The  Waupaca  Carnegie    building,    costing    $10,000,  was  also 
opened  in  June,  1914.  and  a  $15,000  Carnegie  building  at  West 
AUis  will  be  completed  m  December,  1914. 
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LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS 

The  publications  of  the  Commission  are  sent  free  ux>on  appli- 
cation to  all  persons  within  the  state.  The  postpaid  price  to 
those  outside  the  state  is  noted  below.  Where  no  price  is  given 
the  publications  will  be  sent  free  upon  application. 

American  social  questions  (bibliographies)  each  lOc 

1  Negro  problem  (out  of  print) 

2  Immigration 

3  Labor 

4  Poverty 

5  Wealth 

6  Business  morals 
Anniversaries  and  holidays  (out  of  print) 
Biennial  report,  v.  1-10 

Check  list  of  Journals  and  public  documents  of  Wisconsin,  1903 
Circulars  of  information: 

1  Establishing  a  library,  first  steps 

2  How  to  secure  a  traveling  library 

3  Suggestions  for  library  rules  and  regulations,  6c. 

4  Magazines  for  the  small  library.    10c. 

5  Campaigning  for  a  public  library.    10c. 

6  Legislative  reference  department 

7  Traveling  libraries  in  Wisconsin 
Legislative  reference  department  bulletins:     each  12c. 

1  Railway  co-employment  (out  of  print) 

2  Lobbying  (out  of  print) 

3  Corrupt  practices  at  elections  (see  No.  23) 

4  Exemption  of  wages  (out  of  print) 

5  Municipal  electric  lighting  (out  of  print) 

6  Trust  company  reserves  (out  of  print) 

7  Taxation  of  trust  companies  (out  of  print) 

8  Municipal  gas  lighting  (out  of  print) 

9  Boycotting  (out  of  print) 

10  Blacklisting  (out  of  print) 

11  Initiative  and  referendum  (see  no.  25) 

12  The  recall  (out  of  print) 

13  Primary  elections 

14  Proportional  representation 

15  Juvenile  courts 

16  Telephones;  interchange  of  service 

17  Mortgage  taxation 

18  Municipal  home  rule  charters 

19  Tenement  house  legislation,  state  and  local 

20  Accident  insurance  for  workingmen  (oat  of  print) 

21  Initiative  and  referendum:  state  legislation  (see  no.  26) 

22  Certified  public  accountants 

23  Corrupt  practices 

24  State  legislation  concerning  tuberculosis 

25  Initiative  and  referendum 
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Instructional  department  pamphlets: 

1  Wisconsin  library  school,  1912-13 

2  Short  course,  library  school,  1913 

3  Picture  collections  in  small  libraries.    10c. 

4  Supplementary  course,  library  school,  1908  (out  of  print) 

5  Commercial  geography.     10c. 

6  Books  on  missions.     10c. 

7  How  to  care  for  books  in  a  library.     5c. 
List  of  books  for  girls  and  young  women 
Miscellaneous  pamphlets: 

Laws  of  Wisconsin  relating  to  libraries  and  the  free  library^ 
commission 

Library  extension,  by  E.  A.  Birge,  1905  (out  of  print) 

New  types  of  small  library  buildings.    50c. 

One  hundred  popular  German  books 

Some  Wisconsin  library  buildings 
Study  outlines:     10c  each.    Nos.  8-11  not  furnished  outside  the  state. 
They  may  be  procured  from  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson,  Cambridge,. 
Mass. 

Japan 

Russia 

Canada 

Travel  in  England  and  Wales 

Travel  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  (out  of  print) 

French  History 

Modern  Italy — History 

Shakespeare's  King  John;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

Shakespeare's  King  Richard  Second;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

Shakespeare's  King  Henry  Fourth,  Part  I.-II.;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.- 
Davidson 

Shakespeare's  King  Henry  Fifth;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 
12    United  States  History — Discovery  and  Exploration 
4        13    United  States  History— Colonial  Period  (out  of  print) 
li        14    United  States  History — Revolution  (out  of  print) 
j^        15     United  States  History— Formation  Period,  1783-1817 
T        16    United  States  History— Expansion  Period,  1817-1860 
*        17     United  States  History— Civil  War  and  Reconstruction,  1860- 
:|  .  1876 

li        18    United  States  History — From  Reconstruction  to  Date,  1876 

19    Travel  in  the  United  SUtes  (out  of  print) 
?        20    French  Art 

21  American  Literature  (out  of  print) 

22  English  Literature— Early  Victorian  Period 

23  Wisconsin  History 

Wisconsin  library  bulletin    (bi-monthly)    January,  1905,  to  date.     60c 
the  year 
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LIBRAKY  BUILDINGS  IN  WISCONSIN 


Place. 


AntifTO 

Appleton* 

Arcadia 

Ashland^ 

Bar&b()0 

Barron 

Bayfiold 

Beaver  Dam 

Beloil 

Berlin 

Black  Ulver  FallsV 
Chippewa  Falls — 

Columbus 

Cumberland 

Darlington 

Delavan 

De  Pore' 

Durand 

Eau  Claire    

Edijerton 

Elkhorn* 

Elroy 

Evansvillo 

Fond  du  Lac 

Fort  Atklnst)n* 

Grand  liapids> 

Green  Bay 

Hartfonl » 

Hay  ward 

Hudson 

JanesvlUe 

Jefferson 

Kaukauna 

Kenotiha 

KiU)Ourn 

La  Crosse 


Ladysmltli 

Lake  (ierieva.... 

Lake  Mills 

Lancaster 

Madison 

Madison  Branch. 

Manitowoc 

Marinette 

Marshfield> 

Medfonl  * 

Menasha 

Menomonie 

Merrill 

Milwaukee 

Mineral  Pt.» 

Monroe 

Mosinoe 

Neenah  

Neillsville 

New  London  . . . . 

Oconomowoc  . . . . 


Oconto 

Oshkosh 

Platteville* 

Plymouth* 

Portajre' 

Prairie  du  Sac. . 


Donor. 


Amount. 


Vaujfhn 
Andn*w 
Andrew 
Andrew 


Andrew  Carnegrie. 
City  and  Y.  M.  r. 
Andrew  Carneu^le. 

Family... 

Carnt^trle. 

Carnecrie. 

Carnegiv. 
,).  J.  Williams.... 
Andrew  Carnegie. 
Andrew  Carnejrie. 
Andn*w  Carneiriv. 
Andrew  Carnetrie. 
Andrew  Carnesrie. 
Andrew  Carnegie. 
Andn»w  CarneKie. 

James  Aram 

Cliy 

Andrew  Carnt^trie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andr»'w  (!arne«rie. 

C.  E.  Spracrue  B'.ock 

Andrew  Carnegie. 

Almon  Etiirer 

Andrew  Carnetrie. 

H.  E.  hk)uthwell. 

City 

Andrew  Carnegie. 

City 

Andi-<»w  Carnetrle., 
Andrew  Carneifie.. 
Andrew  Carnejrie., 

Eldred 

Andrew  C^irnesrie.. 
Andr<>w  Carneirie., 
(;.  M.  Simmons... 
Andrew  Carne^rie., 
C.  C.  Washburn... 

Col  man  estate 

Andn'w  Carnegie.. 
Mrs.  (ieo.  Sturjres.. 

L.  I).  Fargo 

G.  W.  Kyland 

Andrew  Carnegie.. 


Andrew  Carnegie 

Isaac  Stephenson , 

City , 

Andrew  Carnegie , 

E.  D.  Smith , 

Capt.  &  Mrs.  A.  Tainter. 
Andrew  Carnegie 


City 

11.  E.  &  W.  Ludlow 

.loseph  Dessert 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Citizens 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Valentine.... 

Mrs.  Geo.  BuUen , 

Mr.  P.  D.  Armour.  Sr » 

.Mrs.  Geo.  Farnsworth.. . 
Marshall  Harris  Sc  ' 
Phlletus  SawFer      (■•••• 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

City 


I 


J.  S.  Tripp 


$15,000 

40.000 

5.000 


15.000 
if.500 
10.000 
25.000 
25,000 
10.000 
10.000 
kO.OOO 
10.000 
10.000 
10.000 
20.000 

"t.'soo  * 

40.000 

10.000 

I 

io.ooo'l 

10.000    I 

30.000 

10.000 

io.'ooo"; 


10.000 
12.000 
30.000) 
10,0001' 
10.000 
12.000 
150.000 
0.000 
19.500) 
20. 000 f 
10.000 
25.000 
10.000 


6,000 

20,000 

»5,000 

15.000 

500,000 

'iiiso' 

10.000 

20,000 

10,000 
10.000 

4.500 

15.000 

50,500 

12,500 
10,000 


75.000f  i 
la.OOOf 
25.000 
30.000 


12,000 


AnDual    I 
malnte-      DaU  of 

nance     occupancy 

fund. 


$2,008 


500 

400 

2.250 

700 


5,000 

1.000 

1.200 

26,030 

m 

6.000 

1,000 

2.210 

800 

650 

13.000 

3,500 
4.500 
3,611 
600 
2.014 


2,500 


750 

2,000 

S50 

2,557 

1,000 
1,000 

1.000 

1.500 

4.291 

1.250 
1.184 
1.400 


1005 


1906 


1903 
1913 
1904 


1.400 

1891 

4,500 

1903 

1.240 

1904 

1  000 

2.750 

1903 

L500 

1912 

1.000 

1006 

1.000 

1905 

2,000 

1906 

1,549 

»• 

750 

1907 

6.000 

1001 

1.000 

1907 

500 

1  000 

^       1906 

1.200 

*       1906 

5.418 

1901 

1.001 

1  000 

6.200 

190S 

200 

1.200 

1904 

1.200 

1904 

1903 

1911 
1906 
1900 
1913 

1888 

1907 
1895 
1902 
1011 
31905 
(1913 
1904 
1903 


1896 
1891 
1911 
1898 
1914 
1906 
1889 

1904 


1914 


1903 
1900 


1913 
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Place. 


Donor. 


Racine 

Racine  Branch.. 

Peedsburir 

Rhinelander 

Rice  Lake 

Richland  Center 

Ripon  

Shawano* 

Sheboygan 

Sparta 

Siaiiley 

St^rens  Point ... 

Stou«hton 

Sturjreon  Bay  ... 

Superior 

Tomah' 


Two  Rivers. 

Viroqua 

Washburn.. 
Watertown  . 
Waukesha.. 
Waupaca  .. 
\Vaupun  "... 

Wausau 

W^uwatosa. 
Wpst  A 11  Is*. 
Whitehall... 
Whitewater 


Amount. 


Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie..; 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Moon 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Aridrew  Carnegie ' 

City 

Mrs.  Jos.  Mann 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnede 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carn<>gie 

Andrew  Chrnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie  and  Citiz's 

Andrew  Carnogie 

Village  and  citizens 

Flavia  White 


50.0001 

10, 000 C 

10,000 

15.000 

10,000 

10,000 

15.000 

10,000 

35,000 

12,000 

15,000 

22,000 

10.000 

12.500 

50.000 


l.OOOt 

12.500 r 

10.000 
18.000 
20,000 
15.000 
10.000 
12.000 
25.000 
11,000 
15.000 


Annual 
mainte- 
nance 
fund. 


15.000 


11,000 

1,000 
1.500 
1.150 
1,250 
1,300 
1,000 
5.513 
2,000 
1.200 
2.000 
1.600 
1.875 
14.000 
1.200 

1.000 

1.000 

1.800 

3.400 

1.500 

800 

1,165 

8.400 

l.SOO 

.500 

200 

1.500 


Date  of 
occupancy 


1004 

1912 
1004 
1005 
1005 
1006 


1008 
1003 
1001 
1904 
1908 
1918 
1902 


1891 

1905 
1905 
1907 
1904 
1914 
1905 
1907 
1905 


1904 


^Library  operated  in  specially  plannei  quarters  in  municipal  building. 
^Library  occupies  part  of  business  block  which  it  owns,  and  the  rent  of  which  is 
available  for  maintenance. 

•Library  In  business  building  in  rooms  permanently  granted  for  library  use. 
*Notyet  erected. 


ELEVENTH  BIENNIAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


WISCONSIN 


FREE    LIBRARY    COMMISSION 


Biennial  Period  Ending  June  30,  1916 


9ublf«beh  b]i  AutborftB  of  Ham 


MADISON,  WIS. 
Cant  well  Printing  Company.  State  Printer 

1916 


Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 


Ex  Officio: 

C.  R.  Van  Hise,  President  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 

Madison. 
Charles  P.  Gary,  Slate  Superintendent,  Madison. 
MiLO  M.   QuAiFE,    Secretary  State  Historical   Sociely, 

Madison. 

Appointed  by  the  Governor: 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Morris,  Berlin. 
\Vn.LiAM  H.  Hatton,  New  London. 

Officers: 

William  H.  Hatton,  Chairman. 
MiLO  M,  QuAiFE,  Vice  Chairman. 
Matthew  S.  Dudgeon,  Secretary. 


Madison,  Wis.,  July  1,  1916. 
To  Hon.  Emani.el  L.  Phii.ipp,  Governor:  f^ 

Sin: — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  the  eleventh 
biennial  report  (19Io-1916)  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library 
Commission,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section 
37,3a,  of  the  Wisconsin  Statutes. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Hatton. 
Chaii 


>N.         1^ 
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WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

WHAT  DOES  THE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  DO? 

"What  sort  of  work  does  the  Library  Commission  do?"  is 
a  question  which  a  legislator  or,  in  fact,  any  citizen  of  Wis- 
consin, is  entitled  to  ask  with  the  expectation  that  it  will  be 
answered. 

To   answer   this   reasonable   question    in    the   simplest 
and  most  direct  wa^^  is  the  purpose  of  this  biennial  report. 

A  book  for  you.  Ever>'  individual  in  Wisconsin  needs 
books  if  he  can  get  at  the  right  ones.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you 
that  no  matter  w^hat  your  job  may  be  someone  else  under- 
stands it  more  fully  than  do  you  and  has  written  down  sug- 
gestions which  will  help  you, — that  there  is  actually  some- 
where a  book  which  would  help  you  do  your  w^ork  better 
and  maybe  earn  more  money  at  it.  And  no  matter  what 
your  life  may  be  there  are  times  when  to  read  good  books 
would  be  relaxation,  recreation,  and  inspiration. 

The  right  book  to  the  right  man  anywhere  in  the 
state.  It  is  our  purpose  as  a  commission  to  find  the  exact 
book  which  will  help  you  do  your  work  and  five  your  life 
and  put  it  in  your  hands.  To  make  the  book  which  you  need 
equally  and  easily  obtainable,  whether  you  live  in  the  most 
remote  rural  region  of  Wisconsin  or  in  the  busiest  portion 
of  the  business  district  of  a  big  city  is  the  commission's  am- 
bition. 

It  is  necessary-  to  know  this  purpose  and  this  ambition  in 
order  to  appreciate  the  activities  of  the  commission. 

THE  COMMISSION  SKNDS  BOOKS  TO  FARMS  OF  THE  STATE 

There  are  many  intelHgent  boys  and  girls  and  men  and 
women  in  country  homes  who  are  far  from  public  libraries 
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but  who  are  anxious  to  read,  particularly  in  winter.  The 
chief  anxiety  of  the  traveling  librar>'  department  is  to  see 
that  plenty  of  good  books  go  out  into  the  countr>-. 

Libraries  traveling  out  from  MadUon.  The  commis* 
sion  therefore  stands  ready  to  send  a  box  of  good  books  tt 
any  community  in  the  slate  asking  for  it.  Each  box  co^ 
tains  a  traveling  libran.'  of  50  or  60  volumes,  books  on  hifr- 
torJ^  books  on  biography,  books  on  farming,  stories,  chit 
dren's  books— in  fact,  all  kinds  of  books  for  all  kinds  ill 
people.  These  collections  are  placed  in  the  post  office,  in  a 
store  or  even  in  a  residence  and  arc  open  to  everybody  in 
the  rominimity.  They  are  left  for  five  or  six  months  and  tites 
exchanged  for  another  collection. 

Libraries,  3,267  of  them,  go  to  1,216  different  eoIl^ 
munitiea.  During  the  last  two  years  the  commission  has 
shipped  out  into  the  country  districts  of  the  stale  3,267 
traveling  libraries  containing  U)9,968  volumes.  We  have 
sent  them  to  1,21()  different  communities,  the  books  goinj 
to  every  county  in  the  state.  No  community  without  bools 
is  ever  refused — ^we  always  send  them  if  they  are  needed. 

Libraries  traveling  from  eounty  seats.  The  law*  pro- 
vides also  that  any  county  in  the  state  may  appropriate 
money  to  start  a  traveling  library  system,  Lhe  books  to  br 
used  only  in  the  county.  Fifteen  counties  in  the  state  have 
started  such  systems  and  the  residents  in  these  counties  are 
therefore  receiving  books  from  both  slate  and  county.  Hie 
result,  of  course,  being  that  the  inhabitants  of  these  counties 
are  better  served  than  are  the  inhabitants  of  others.  In 
these  fifteen  counties  there  is  a  total  of  25,132  volumes 
which  are  sent  to  a  total  of  473  different  librarj'  stations. 

Nearly  600  boxes  sent  to  rural  schoolhouses.  The 
supply  of  books  in  the  average  country  school  is  limited; 
hence  the  commission  sends  to  any  rural  school  asking  it.  3 
box  of  state  owned  books  to  supplement  the  books  owned  by 
the  district.  During  the  last  two  years  it  has  sent  598  bodies 
of  books  to  MS  rural  schoolhouses.  The  commission  is  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  send  good  agricultural  books,  house- 
keeping books,  and  other  books  of  real  value,  and  they  are 
intended  for  the  adults  of  the  district  as  well  as  for  the 
children. 

Agricultural  books.  Any  community  in  the  state  can 
get  a  group  of  special  books  upon  farming.    Sometimes  these 
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books  are  ^nl  with  other  traveling  libraries  and  sometimes 
they  are  sent  as  a  complete  library  in  themselves.  The  com- 
mission also  made  up  a  special  lot  of  libraries  on  farming  for 
schools  which  were  teaching  agriculture  and  sent  out  during 
the  past  year  110  such  special  agricultural  school  libraries. 
These  libraries  are  made  up  with  the  purpose  of  helping  each 
teacher  in  his  agricultural  instruction. 

Housekeeping  books.  The  women  and  girls  need  books 
to  help  them  in  their  work  as  much  as  do  the  men.  Such 
books  are  sometimes  hard  to  get.  The  commission,  however, 
has  secured  the  best  advice  as  to  the  selection  of  titles  and 
has  bought  a  large  collection  of  books  on  housekeeping,  cook- 
ing, nursing,  care  of  children,  sewing,  etc.  It  sends  them  out 
in  connection  with  traveling  libraries,  sends  them  to  teachers 
to  be  used  in  schools  or  mails  them  direct  to  the  home. 

Foreign  books  are  sent  to  foreign  born  citizens. 
There  are  in  Wisconsin  many  good  citizens  who  cannot 
readily  read  English  books.  The  commission  therefore  sends 
out  books  printed  in  German  for  the  good  German  who  is 
too  old  to  learn  the  English  language,  in  Bohemian  for  the 
Bohemian,  in  Norwegian  for  the  Norwegian,  in  Swedish  for 
the  Swede,  in  Danish  for  the  Dane,  Italian  books  for  the 
sons  of  Italy,  Polish  books  for  the  Pollack,  and  Yiddish  books 
for  the  good  citizen  who  can  read  no  other  language.  These 
books  will  be  sent  either  in  a  group  for  a  community  or  indi- 
vidually to  readers. 

Total  traveling  libraries  sent  out.  Counting  both  the 
state  and  county  systems  of  traveling  libraries,  there  are  in 
Wisconsin  a  total  of  1,693  different  localities  served  with 
traveling  libraries.  Then  there  are  111  study  club  traveling 
libraries,  a  total  of  1,804  all  together.  This  makes  an  aver- 
age of  more  than  23  libraries  per  county,  not  including  study 
club  libraries.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  some  counties  have 
more  libraries  and  others  less,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  citizens 
of  some  counties  are  more  aggressive  in  taking  advantage  of 
the  opportunities  offered  by  the  two  systems.  If  your  o>Mi 
county  has  not  had  its  due  proportion  you  can  write  to  the 
commission  and  remedy  the  situation.  The  following  shoe's 
the  number  of  traveling  libraries  of  all  kinds  sent  out  by 
both  stale  and  county. 
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Counties  Receiving  Traveling  Libraries 


County 

State 
Tr.  L, 

County 
Tr.L. 

County 

State 
Tr.L. 

County 
Tr.L. 

Adftnw              

17 
21 
23 
28 
17 
11 
22 

4 

24 
23 
11 
1ft 
56 

6 
18 
19 
18 

5 

4 

20 
14 
30 
11 
11 
17 
11 
2« 

9 
17 

9 
11 

3 
16 

9 
14 
23 
27 

Marinette 

8 
14 

5 
22 
30 
21 
19 

6 

6 
20 
30 

2 

20 
10 
15 
20 
34 
30 

8 
16 
29 
22 
27 

^ 

10 

29 

22 

9 

34 

23 

19 

4 

4 

62 

Aiihland 

Marquette 

Barron. 

Milwaukee. 

Monroe... „ 

OooQto    

20 

Bayfield. „ 

••••••••■••»•••••••• 

Brown „ 

38 

Buffalo 

OniiiHA  ,,     

Burnett 

Outanmie..^ ^ 

Pepin. 

Calumet 

Chippewa 

ClaS^. 

Polk.:. 

Ptttage 

Price. 

Col^pnhia 

29 

Crawford 

26 

Dane 

Dodge. 

24 

Racine ., 

Rii?hland                ,  .,, 

Door 

iVuglaa 

21 

24"" 

Rock. 

Dunn 

Rusk 

Eau  Claire.. 

St  Croix 

Fkirenoft 

Sauk.  .     .            

55 

Fond  du  1*0 

Sawyer 

Forest „ 

^awano 

Grant 

l?lMK>yiian 

Uxeon. , 

Taylor 

Gnwn  Ijakf    

Tr4mpf»)f«M 

32 

Iowa. 

VenKHL 

Vilas 

Walworth 

Washburn 

Iron 

Jadnnn 

Jeffemn              .    ,.  .  .  ^ . 

&2 

Juneau 

Waahinston. , 

Waukfttna 

Kewaunee 

Waupaca. 

La  Crone 

9 

Wwishara 

T^ayHt^ 

Winnebago 

35 

Langlade 

14 

Wood 

36 

TJiuvJn 

Total 

Manitoww. 

1.216 

477 

Marathon    

Total  number  of  different  oommnnitiw  reached  by  state  traveling  libraries 1.216 

Total  number  readied  by  county  traveling  Ubranes 477 

•Total  number  reached  by  study  club  librades. HI 

Total  number  of  communities  reached  by  all  traveling  libraries^ 1,804 


*  The  distribution  of  study  dub  libraries  is  not  given  by  counties. 


BOOKS  AND  MAGAZINES  TO  LUMBER  CAMPS 

The  men  in  lumber  camps  are  hungry  for  books,  maga- 
zines and  papers  and  when  they  can  get  them  read  them 
greedily.  The  commission  therefore  has  made  an  offer  to 
lend  to  every  camp  in  the  state  a  box  of  the  best  books  ob- 
tainable, simply  asking  the  lumber  companies  to  pay  the 
freight,  take  care  of  the  books  and  ship  them  back.  As  a 
result  of  this  offer  the  commission  has  sent  traveling  libraries 
to  34  lumber  camps,  sending  to  each  also  boxes  of  good 
periodicals. 

Magazines  for  lumber  camps.  In  some  cases  the  own- 
ers of  camps  felt  they  did  not  care  to  become  responsible  for 


8  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission. 

taking  care  of  the  bound  books  in  the  regular  traveling  li- 
braries. The  commission  therefore  collected  a  big  supply  of 
popular  magazines  and  with  the  cooperation  of  various  public 
libraries  sent  boxes  of  magazines  to  over  a  hundred  lumber 
camps. 

BOY  SCOUTS  C.ET  BOOKS  FROM  THE  COMMISSION 

There  are  nearly  two  hundred  boy  scout  camps  or  troops 
in  Wisconsin.  Each  troop  has  in  it  a  big  bunch  of  red  blooded 
boys  looking  for  trouble  but  ready  to  read  if  they  get  what 
they  want.  Boys  of  the  boy  scout  age  do  not  naturally  read 
just  what  other  people  read.  They  do  not  always  read  what 
their  elders  expect  or  advise  them  to  read.  Public  libraries 
find  them  hard  to  handle.  They  are  too  old  for  juvenile 
books  and  too  young  for  adult  selections.  But  if  the  right 
books  are  offered  to  them,  out-of-door  books,  "doing"  books, 
camping  books,  books  of  sport,  and  books  of  adventure — 
they  take  to  them  like  ducks  to  water.  So  a  few  months  ago 
the  state  library  commission  organized  a  simple  little  sys- 
tem of  traveling  libraries  especially  for  boy  scouts,  and 
offered  to  send  a  box  of  the  right  sort  of  books  such  as  are 
suggested  above,  to  any  boy  scout  troop  in  the  state.  That 
the  books  hit  the  mark  is  evidenced  by  a  letter  just  received 
from  Mr.  George  W.  Garnachan,  scout  master  at  Sheboygan, 
who  was  the  first  to  make  application  for  the  books.  He 
says:  "The  boys  are  enthusiastic  about  it  and  I  think  it  is  a 
splendid  thing  for  them.  The  books  appear  to  be  the  right 
kind  and  the  variety  ample.  I  have  written  personally  to 
several  of  my  contemporaries  around  the  state  recommend- 
ing your  scheme  of  getting  the  right  type  of  reading  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  bovs." 

BOOKS  ARE  SENT  OUT  BY  MAIL 

Ver>'  often  the  readers  in  a  countr>'  or  village  home  want 
books  which  are  not  easily  found  in  the  vicinity  or  in  a  trav- 
eling librar>'.  The  commission  is  therefore  sending  out  by 
mail,  prepaid,  to  any  resident  of  the  state  who  applies,  any 
book  on  its  shelves.  The  Historical  and  University  libraries 
cooperate  in  this  parcel  post  system  and  lend  their  books 
freely  to  the  commission  to  be  sent  out  by  it  to  country  bor- 
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rowers.  In  this  way  you  can  get  almost  any  book  you  want. 
Onions,  baseball,  and  historical  backgrounds.  When 
the  parcel  post  system  of  distribution  of  books  was  inaugu- 
rated one  of  the  first  requests  was  for  '*onion  culture,  some- 
thing which  would  be  practical  for  the  Wisconsin  farmer"; 
next  "The  best  book  on  weeds  common  to  the  northern  part 
of  Wisconsin";  then  came  a  request  for  an  ''illustrated  book 
on  the  various  kinds  of  mushrooms  to  be  found  in  this  sec- 
tion." Most  of  the  requests  come  from  the  smaller  places. 
The  following  actual  requests  picked  up  at  random  illustrate 
the  source  of  the  request  and  the  scope  of  subjects  treated: 

FromArgyle Poultry 

Rhinelander Farm  blacksmithing 

Rock  Elm Gasoline  engines  on  the  farm 

Shawano,  H.  No.  3 Dairy  cattle  and  milk  production 

Elkhorn Alfalfa 

Siren Potato  growing 

Amherst Bernhardi,  Germany  and  the  next  war 

Hazel  Green Automobile  troubles 

Swiss Teaching  children  to  read 

Campbellsport Historical  backgrounds  of  the  war 

Oakaale Touching  second  (scientific  baseball) 

School-teachers  get  books.  Ever>'  live  school-teacher 
is  anxious  to  get  books  for  himself  and  his  neighborhood. 
Many  have  sent  for  traveling  libraries.  Often,  however,  the 
teacher  is  in  need  of  special  books  for  his  school  work.  The 
commission  sends  by  mail  to  these  teachers  just  the  book 
they  need  if  it  is  owned  by  the  commission  or  can  be  borrowed 
from  the  University  librar>'  or  the  Historical  librar>%  pre- 
paying the  postage.  ' 


COMMISSION    SENDS    OUT    LIBRARIES   TO   THOSE    WHO    CANNOT 

GO  TO  COLLEGE 

Not  everyone  can  go  to  college.  There  are  a  large  number 
of  people  scattered  throughout  the  state  who  want  to  edu- 
cate themselves  but  cannot  leave  their  work  and  their  homes. 
To  do  this  they  must  hav«  special  books  on  special  subjects. 
Because  there  is  no  public  librar>^  near  or  because  their  home 
library  cannot  afford  to  furnish  the  particular  books  which 
their  study  requires,  some  help  from  outside  is  necessary. 
Here  the  commission  steps  in.  If  it  is  only  one  person  who 
applies  for  help,  the  commission  sends  to  him  individually 
by  mail  the  books  he  needs  from  time  to  time.    If  it  is  a  group 
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of  people  organized  in  a  club,  this  department  lends  them  a 
special  library  of  books  covering  the  course  to  be  studied — 
whether  it  be  infant  welfare,  American  art,  history  of  Wis- 
•consin,  problems  of  the  day,  or  one  of  a  hundred  other  sub- 
jects. This  library  can  be  kept  during  the  year.  The  com- 
mission also  furnishes  outlines  for  such  study.  If  outlines  on 
a  subject  requested  are  not  already  available,  the  department 
makes  them,  in  case  a  useful  course  of  study  is  to  be  followed. 
During  the  past  years  such  outlines,  giving  topics  for  papers 
or  discussions  for  each  meeting  and  references  to  the  books 
giving  the  necessary  information,  have  been  prepared  on 
the  following  subjects:  Child  welfare;  Immigration  and  the 
immigrant;  Labor  and  industrial  conditions;  Vocational  edu- 
cation; Corrective  and  preventive  agencies;  Travel  in-  Can- 
ada, in  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland;  Tennyson;  Nature 
study. 

In  addition  to  this  the  commission  is  constantly  in  corre- 
spondence with  clubs,  sending  them  special  books  needed 
for  special  subjects  and  otherwise  assisting  them  in  their 
study.  In  fact  this  department  is  conducting  what  is  almost 
a  correspondence  school.  There  are  devoted  to  this  work 
7,453  books,  5,000  pamphlets,  nearly  4,000  pictures  of  va- 
rious sorts  and  sizes,  besides  clippings,  portfolios,  etc.  During 
the  period  covered  by  this  report  this  department  sent  out  a 
total  of  1G,890  books,  pamphlets,  magazines  and  pictures 
and  a  little  over  1,500  outlines. 

THE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  HELPS  STATE  INSTITUTIONS 

Last  year  the  commission  sent  two  of  its  students  who 
catalogued  the  librar\'  of  the  slate  prison  at  Waupun  and 
prepared  copy  for  a  printed  list  of  books  to  be  distributed  to 
the  prisoners.  The  commission  also  makes  out  lists  of  books 
which  it  recommends  to  be  purchased  for  the  libraries  of  the 
charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  the  state. 

Convict  camps.  When  the  state  prison  authorities 
maintained  convict  camps,  the  library  commission  has  placed 
traveling  libraries  at  the  disposal  of  these  camps.  The  K- 
brar>'  sent  to  the  honor  camp  at  Chester  is  shown  in  the 
illustration  on  page  11. 

Sends  books  to  the  tuberculosis  sanatoriums.  The 
commission  found  that  the  people  in  the  state  and  county 
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tuberculosis  sanatoriums  were  not  well  supplied  with  reading 
matter.  It  therefore  purchased  1,795  volumes  of  books, 
making  them  up  into  sixteen  separate  traveling  libraries 
which  have  been  sent  to  these  sanatoriums.  When  a  librarx' 
has  been  read  by  those  in  one  institution  it  is  disinfected  and 
sent  to  another.  The  authorities  in  charge  of  the  sanato- 
riums have  charge  of  these  books  and  send  them  from  one 
place  to  another.  These  books  will  never  be  returned  to  the 
commission  nor  given  out  to  anyone  except  those  in  the 
tuberculosis  sanatoriums. 

Cooperates  with  the  University  Extension.  During 
the  biennial  period  the  commission  has  cooperated  with  the 
university  extension  by  furnishing  both  group  libraries  and 
separate  books  to  university  extension  instructors,  to  classes, 
and  to  organizers.  It  has  also  cooperated  in  the  conduct  of 
community  institutes  by  furnishing  books  and  speakers. 


AT  TIIK  SKRVICH  OF  LKGISLATORvS 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  legislative  reference 
librar\'  legiskUion  was  necessarily  unscientific.  No  legislator 
could  learn  what  laws  had  been  tried  out  in  other  states, 
what  had  failed,  or  what  had  succeeded.  He  was  unable  to 
get  any  infoiTnation  relative  to  proposed  legislation,  except 
such  as  was  furnished  him  by  lobbyists  who  were  naturally 
somewhat  biased.  Moreover,  he  was  so  crowded  for  time 
that  he  could  make  no  extended  search  for  facts. 

The  legislative  reference  library  was  established  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  all  obtainable  information  about  ever>' 
topic  which  is  a  possible  subject  of  legislation.  Special  <3lTort 
is  made  to  present  to  the  legislator  all  information  about 
laws  upon  similar  subjects  in  other  slates  and  even  in  other 
countries.  All  this  information  is  not  only  collected  but  it  is 
digested,  arranged,  and  indexe(l  so  that  any  legislator  who 
wishes  to  infonn  himself  upon  any  pending  bill  may  get  his 
infoiTnation  on  the  shortest  notice.  In  addition  to  learning 
any  fact  or  figure  which  he  needs  the  legislator  may  also 
know : 

(1)  Whether  there  is  or  has  been  a  law  in  existence  upon 
the  subject  in  any  other  stale  or  country; 

(2)  Whelhev  sucA\  i\  law  has  succeeded  or  failed; 
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(3)  If  it  has  failed  why  it  failed  and  whether  ornotsome 
changes  would  make  it  succeed; 

(4)  Whether  bills  have  been  previously  introduced  in  this 
state  or  any  other  state  upon  that  subject; 

(5)  If  there  is  no  law  or  bill  on  the  subject  what  do  the 
people  who  know  most  about  the  subject  recommend  and 
what  do  they  think  of  any  proposed  plan  of  legislation. 

Very  extended  work  is  done  also  with  the  special  commit- 
tees who  are  to  investigate  and  make  redommendations  to 
the  legislature.  The  department  hkewise  works  with  state 
departments  since  often  these  departments  are  interested  in 
legislation. 

It  drafts  bills  for  legislators.  In  connection  with  the 
legislative  librar>^  there  is  maintained  during  the  legislative 
session  a  drafting  department.  As  the  drafting  of  a  bill  is  a 
somewhat  technical  matter,  it  was  formerly  often  necessary 
for  a  legislator  who  was  not  a  lawyer  either  to  hire  someone 
to  draw  his  bill  for  him  or  to  accept  a  bill  which  some  inter- 
ested person  might  offer  to  him.  In  this  department  it  is 
now  possible  for  any  legislator  to  secure  a  draft  of  any  bill 
upon  any  subject  drawn  to  embody  the  exact  ideas  which  he 
wishes  enacted  into  law.  In  every  case,  however,  the  legis- 
lator must  give  written  directions  as  to  the  contents  of  the 
bill  since  it  is  a  primary  principle  that  the  bill  must  embody 
his  ideas  and  wishes  rather  than  the  ideas  of  any  draftsman 
or  other  person. 

The  legislators  use  it.  That  the  drafting  department 
is  almost  indispensable  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  in  the 
1915  session  93  assemblymen  out  of  the  KK)  called  upon  the 
department  for  draftini;  services  of  more  or  less  importance, 
while  all  except  one  of  the  members  of  the  senate  were  as- 
sisted by  the  department  in  some  of  their  measures.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  only  7  assemblymen  and  1  senator  made 
no  use  of  this  department. 

The  drafting  department  during  the  1915  session  received 
2,024  requests  for  drafts  of  bills,  resolutions,  etc.  Some  of 
these  requests  involved  only  a  slight  amount  of  work  while 
others  involved  days  and  even  weeks  of  hard  work. 
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CITY  PEOPLE  GET  BOOKS  THROUGH  PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES 

Where  many  people  are  grouped  together  m  a  city  or  large 
village  the  most  economical  way  of  supplying  them  with 
books  is  through  a  public  library  maintained  by  the  local 
municipaUty.  The  library  commission  has  a  supervisory 
and  advisory  relation  to  these  public  libraries.  There  are 
now  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  184  public  libraries  as  com- 
pared with  50  twenty  years  ago.  When  we  note  that  there 
are  but  73  cities  in  the  state  with  a  population  above  2,500 
and  only  140  with  a  population  above  1,000,  this  figure  is  a 
fairly  satisfactory  one.  There  is  no  city  of  2,000  or  over 
without  a  public  library. 

Public  libraries  in  all  counties  of  Wisconsin  except 
five.  Every  county  in  the  state,  except  five,  has  one  or 
more  public  libraries.  These  five  counties  are  Burnett, 
which  according  to  the  1910  census  has  no  village  containing 
over  800  people;  Florence  county,  which  contains  no  incor- 
porated village  or  city  and  has  a  total  population  of  only 
3,300;  Polk,  which  has  no  village  or  city  containing  700  in- 
habitants; Waushara,  whose  largest  village  contains  about 
1,200  inhabitants;  and  Vilas,  which  has  no  incorporated 
village  or  city  and  contains  a  total  population  of  less  than 
5,000;    Traveling  libraries  serve  the  people  of  these  counties. 

Commission  helps  to  establish  new  public  libraries. 
Where  a  community  without  a  public  library  is  financially 
able  to  maintain  one,  the  commission  aids  in  every  way  pos- 
sible to  establish  the  library.  It  sends  a  skilled  worker  to 
organize  it,  assists  in  the  selection  of  books,  helps  the  library 
get  competent  employes,  starts  the  new  librarian  at  her  job 
and  advises  the  library  as  to  the  use  of  the  most  up-to-date 
and  effective  methods. 

Visits  public  libraries.  That  the  public  library  may  be 
assisted  in  operating  effectively,  the  commission  staff,  during 
the  biennial  period,  has  visited  every  public  library  in  the 
state  at  least  once  and  some  of  the  libraries  many  times.  The 
staff  has  made  586  visits  during  this  period,  the  length  of 
each  visit  varying  from  a  few  hours  to  several  days.  These 
visits  are  not  for  inspection  alone  but  for  hard,  practical 
work,  and  many  a  time  the  visitor  has  rolled  up  her  sleeves, 
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put  on  an  apron,  and  done  the  hardest  kind  of  work  in  rid- 
ding the  librar>^  of  refuse  and  putting  it  into  shape. 

Furnishes    free    skilled    workers    from    the    library 

* 

school.     The  commission  maintains  at  Madison  a  libran' 

m 

school  from  which  it  graduates  from  thirty  to  thirty-five 
students  each  year.  The  commission  has  discovered  that 
the  hbrary  school  student  sometimes  learns  best  by  actually 
doing  library  work.  During  the  months  of  February'  and 
March  in  each  year,  therefore,  the  commission  sends  out  its 
thirty-five  students  into  the  public  libraries  of  the  state. 
This  means  that  thirty-five  skilled  workers  are  to  go  into 
thirty-five  public  libraries  and  work  for  two  months  doing 
the  things  which  othen^ise  the  local  librarian  with  her 
limited  time  and  limited  money  might  be  unable  to  accom- 
plish. 

Work  worth  $8,000  performed  without  charge.  Dur- 
ing the  last  biennial  period  67  students  spent  two  months 
each  in  this  field  work.  The  amount  of  work  accomplished 
by  these  students  in  the  total  of  134  months  spent  in  the 
field  is  more  than  the  equivalent  or  the  full  time  of  11  paid 
library^  workers  employed  for  a  full  year.  If  the  service  of  a 
worker  is  rated  at  $720  a  year  (which  is  the  lowest  salar>' 
with  few  exceptions  received  by  any  of  the  graduates  for 
the  first  year  out  of  school)  this  work  done  without  pay  by 
the  students  was  worth  $8,040.00  to  the  libraries  of  the  state. 

Aids  in  advertising.  No  library  can  successfully  reach 
the  public  which  does  not  constantly  advertise  ways  in 
which  it  can  be  of  service.  The  commission  gives  ever>^  as- 
sistance in  this  advertising — makes  suggestions  for  news- 
paper articles,  plans  window  displays,  sends  out  book  ex- 
hibits, and  picture  exhibits  (it  owns  and  circulates  for  this 
and  other  similar  purposes  over  5,000  pictures),  and  fur- 
nishes speakers  for  schools,  clubs,  institutes,  and  other 
public  meetings. 

Foreign  books  for  public  libraries.  Many  libraries 
have  a  small  number  of  patrons  who  can  not  read  English 
books.  It  is  difficult  for  a  small  library  to  get  a  good  collec- 
tion of  foreign  books.  The  commission  therefore  is  operat- 
ing a  cooperative  exchange.  Each  public  library  which 
wishes  to  get  foreign  books  pays  a  small  amount  to  the  com- 
mission.   The  commission  buvs  the  books  and  sends  out  a 
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collection  to  each  lib^a^>^  When  the  patrons  of  one  library 
have  read  the  books  they  are  sent  in  and  a  new  lot  are  shipped 
to  the  library  by  the  commission.  This  cooperative  scheme 
has  proved  very  economical  since  by  the  investment  of  a 
small  sum  of  money  each  public  library  has  access  to  a  large 
number  of  foreign  books. 

Selects  books  for  Wisconsin  public  libraries.  It  is 
hard  for  any  librarian  to  select  the  books  which  will  give  the 
greatest  service  to  the  library.  It  is  doubly  difficult  for  a 
librarian  in  a  small  city  or  village  where  there  is  no  book- 
store from  which  to  make  her  selection.  The  publishers 
have  therefore  been  persuaded  to  send  free  review  copies  of 
their  best  books  to  this  commission.  Here  a  skilled  person 
not  only  examines  them,  but  collects  the  opinions  of  teach- 
ers, librarians,  and  other  experts  and  so  thoroughly  informs 
herself  as  to  their  characteristics  that  she  is  able  to  make 
up  select  lists  of  good  books  which  are  suitable  for  public 
library  purchase  and  to  furnish  for  each  title  a  note  which 
gives  a  definite  idea  of  the  book's  content  and  use.  This  list 
the  commission  prints  in  its  monthly  Bu//e/zn,  sending  a  copy 
to  every  library  in  the  state.  As  a  result  much  money  which 
might  otherwise  be  wasted  on  poor  books  is  saved. 

Libraries  in  municipal  buildings 

There  has  developed  in  this  state  a  tendency  to  build  gen- 
eral municipal  buildings  which  shall  include  suitable  quarters 
for  a  public  library.  In  many  ways  this  is  an  admirable  plan 
if  the  library  quarters  are  adequate  and  are  upon  the  first 
floor.  The  current  expenses  of  heat,  light,  and  janitor  serv- 
ice is  merged  with  the  maintenance  expense  of  the  building 
and  is  considerably  decreased  by  such  an  arrangement.  Some 
of  the  cities  and  villages  which  have  adopted  this  plan  and 
have  placed  their  libraries  in  the  municipal  buildings  are  as 
follows:  Appleton,  Blair,  Colfax,  Hartford,  Lodi,  Marsh- 
field,  Mineral  Point,  Portage,  and  Westby.  It  is  a  plan 
worthy  of  careful  consideration,  particularly  where  the 
municipal  building  is  something  more  than  a  mere  city  hall 
and  becomes  in  fact  the  civic  center  of  the  municipality  and 
its  environs.  Good  examples  of  this  type  of  building  are  that 
at  Mineral  Point,  costing  in  the  neighborhood  of  $50,000, 
suitable,  with  slight  modifications,  for  a  city  of  from  3,000 
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LIBRARY  SCHOOL  SOLDIERS 

Mr.  Morison  entered  the  Wisconsin  Library  School  with  the  legislative 
reference  class  of  1910.  At  Christmas  time  he  left,  joined  the  Second 
Canadian  Contingent  and  is  now  somewhere  at  the  front. 

Hid  clas.smatc,  Charles  Stirling  Moysc.  also  of  Montreal,  Canada,  com- 
pleted his  year's  work  but  later  joined  the  Canadian  forces  and  is  now  in 
[mining  rnni|). 
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to  10,000;  and  that  at  Colfax,  costing  $20,000,  which  fur- 
nishes adequate  quarters  for  municipal  activities  in  villages 
and  cities  up  to  3,000.  In  both  buildings  will  be  found  the 
municipal  offices,  club  room,  rest  room,  recreation  room, 
quarters  for  the  fire  equipment,  lock-up,  a  splendid  audi- 
torium, and  the  public  Ubrary. 


LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

9 

\ 

Years  ago  Frank  Hutchins  and  others  interested  in  public 
libraries  decided  that  the  best  way  to  have  the  best  libraries 
was  to  have  the  best  Rbrarians.  The  Wisconsin  Library 
Commission  therefore  started  a  libriry  school  in  order  to 
train  Wisconsin  librarians  to  take  charge  of  Wisconsin  libra- 
ries. While  this  was  the  primary  purpose  the  school  turned 
out  more  good  librarians  than  could  be  hired  in  Wisconsin 
libraries.  As  a  result  the  school  has  somewhat  outgrown 
its  purpose  although  many  of  its  graduates  will  still  stay  in 
Wisconsin.  The  library  school  this  year  celebrated  its  tenth 
anniversary. 

Graduates.  In  1907  the  number  graduated  was  22;  in 
1908,  19;  in  1909,  19;  in  1910,  26;  in  1911,  24;  in  1912,  31; 
in  1913,  32;  in  1914,  32;  in  1915,  33;  in  1916,  32.  The  total 
number  graduating  up  to  and  including  1916  is  270.  The 
number  in  the  class  which  will  graduate  in  1917  is  36. 

Some  marry.  A  very  large  number  of  its  graduates  have 
remained  in  the  profession,  matrimony  appearing  to  be  the 
only  field  which  has  attracted  in  any  considerable  number 
those  who  have  left  the  school.  Of  the  270  graduates  36 
have  married,  while  none  or  possibly  one  has  entered  indus- 
trial fields  where  library  training  is  not  used. 

The  work  which  our  graduates  are  doing  is  indicated  by 
the  following  table: 

Librarians  of  public  libraries 44 

Librarians  of  branch  libraries 16 

Cataloguers 28 

Children's  librarians 21 

Assistants  in  public  libraries 40 

Assistants  in  reference  libraries 5 

Librarians  and  assistants  in  college  libraries. 15 

Librarians  and  assistants  in  normal  school  libraries 9 

Librarians  and  assistants  in  high  school  libraries 7 

lEngaged  in  legislative  and  municipal  reference  work 6 

Engaged  in  library  commission  work 12 
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Supervisors  of  library  training  classes 2 

Engaged  in  specialized  work 15 

At  work,  total 220 

Married 36 

Students  taking  advanced  work 3 

At  home 11 

270 

Of  the  eleven  graduates  who  are  designated  aa  "at  home" 
one  is  studying  art,  one  is  studying  music,  four  are  detained 
by  home  conditions,  and  three  are  ill. 

Practically  all  libraries  in  the  State  which  are  able  to  pay 
skilled  librarians  now  employ  the  graduates  of  the  librar)* 
school. 

The  joint  course.  During  the  biennial  period  the  new 
plan  for  the  joint  course  has  been  in  operation.  Under  the 
present  system  those  having  completed  their  junior  year 
with  96  credits,  and  having  passed  their  entrance  examina- 
tions and  having  complied  with  certain  e^tra  entrance  re- 
quirements, are  eligible  to  take  the  library  school  course 
during  their  senior  year,  spending  practically  all  of  their 
time  in  the  library  school  and  being  ready  for  their  bachelor's 
degree  at  its  close.  The  present  plan  has  proved  much  more 
satisfactory  than  the  old  plan  since  under  it  the  students  take 
their  professional  work  much  more  seriously,  become  more 
intense  in  their  application  to  their  work,  and  during  the 
year  acquire  not  only  a  greater  knowledge  of  library  science, 
but  acquire  also  the  professional  point  of  view. 

Libraries  as  laboratories.  The  school  continues  to 
emphasize  field  work  and  apprentice  work,  suspending  the 
academic  work  at  Madison  and  sending  all  of  its  students 
into  the  public  libraries  of  the  state  for  the  months  of  Feb- 
ruary and  March.  The  fact  that  each  student  must  do 
practical  work  in  a  public  library,  working  from  seven  to 
eight  hours  each  day,  subjecting  herself  to  the  direction  and 
discipline  prevailing  in  the  local  institution,  and  conscious 
that  she  must  make  her  work  of  genuine  value  to  the  librar}' 
in  order  to  get  academic  credit,  renders  this  period  one  of 
unusual  educational  advantage. 

Profit  to  the  public  libraries  of  the  state.  That  the 
work  thus  done  is  of  practical  value  to  the  library  itself  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  so  many  Wisconsin  libraries  are 
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asking  that  the  students  be  sent  to  them  during  the  period 
of  field  work  that  all  demands  cannot  be  met.  We  have  also 
many  requests  from  librarians  outside  of  the  state  who  wish 
to  secure  the  skilled  services  of  the  library  school  students, 
and  who  in  some  cases  have  offered  to  pay  adequate  salaries 
to  these  student^  for  the  time  spent  in  their  practice  work. 
It  has,  however,  been 'the  policy  of  the  school  to  retain  the 
students  for  work  within  the  state,  and  to  permit  no  charge 
to  be  made  for  work  done. 

During  the  last  biennial  period  67  students  each  spent  two 
months  in  this  field  work.  The  amount  of  work  accomplished 
by  these  students  in  the  total  of  134  months  spent  in  the 
field  is  more  than  the  equivalent  of  the  full  time  of  1 1  library 
workers  employed  for  a  full  year.  If  the  service  of  a  worker 
is  rated  at  $720  a  year  (which  is  the  lowest  salary  with  few 
exceptions  received  by  any  of  the  graduates  for  the  first  year 
out  of  school)  the  work  done  by  the  students  during  the 
biennial  period  was  worth  $8,040.00  to  the  libraries  of  the 
state. 

Summer  sessions  to  help  the  small  libraries.  There 
are  many  small  libraries  in  Wisconsin  where  the  salaries  are 
so  low  that  they  cannot  secure  a  librarian  who  has  taken  the 
regular  course  but  must  necessarily  employ  some  home  girl 
or  woman  who  may  give  only  part  of  her  time  to  the  library. 
This  person,  however,  should  have  some  training.  The  com- 
mission therefore  maintains  a  summer  session  to  which  there 
are  admitted  only  those  persons  who  are  actually  employed 
in  Wisconsin  libraries'.  These  persons  come  to  Madison  for 
six  weeks  and  are  given  enough  of  the  essential  principles  of 
librarianship  so  that  they  can  successfully  conduct  the  little 
library  in  their  own  community.  In  1914  there  were  sixteen 
persons  enrolled  in  this  summer  session  and  in  1915,  18.  In 
its  way  this  is  a  most  profitable  work  of  the  commission  since 
it  results  in  better  service  in  many  small  libraries  of  the  state. 
In  1915  there  was  a  week's  conference  at  the  close  of  the 
summer  session  which  was  attended  by  175  librarians  and 
at  which  49  different  Wisconsin  libraries  were  represented. 

Course  for  Wisconsin  teachers.  In  direct  response  to  a 
formally  expressed  demand  coming  from  the  city  superin- 
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tendents  and  high  school  principals  of  the  state  of  Wiscon- 
sin, declaring  that  Wisconsin  schools  need  trained  persons 
to  take  care  of  their  books,  the  university  is  offering  a  course 
in  library  work  for  teachers,  the  instruction  being  given  by 
the  library  school  staff  of  the  commission.  ■  The  course  is 
open  to  juniors  and  seniors  who  are  prospective  teachers. 
A  four-fifths  credit  towards  graduation  will  be  given  to  those 
who  complete  the  work. 

The  object  of  this  course  is  to  qualify  those  taking  it  to 
assume  in  connection  with  teaching  duties,  the  supervision 
of  school  libraries  and  to  qualify  them  also  to  give  instruc- 
tion to  school  students  in  the  use  of  books  and  libraries  and 
in  the  means  and  methods  of  developing  good  habits  and 
right  tastes  in  reading. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  C.  P.  Gary,  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction,  authorized  the  statement  that  it  is 
likely  that  in  the  near  future  the  state  department  of  educa- 
tion will  require  all  state  aided  schools  to  employ  one  teacher 
librarian  who  has  had  the  training  represented  by  such  a 
course  or  its  equivalent. 
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STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSE- 
MENTS BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR  WORK 
OTHER  THAN  LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE. 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1915. 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1914 $7,895  05 

Annual  appropriation 34,085  00 

Receipts: 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publication,  etc 1,151  92 

Aid  granted  to  Library'  School  by  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin  under  section  373am..         7,500  00 
Tuition  received  from  students  at  Library 

School 1,946  89 

Disbursements: 

Purchase  of  books $15,751  37 

Expense  maintaining  Library  School  quar- 
ters, including  new  equipment,  etc 707  19 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Library  School 
staff,  traveling  library,  study  club,  gen- 
eral administration 23,190  00 

Subscriptions,  including  booklist,  etc 281  95 

Traveling  expenses 1 ,190  80 

Insurance 228  87 

Stationery,  postage,  freight,  printing,  bind- 
ing, express,  telegraph,  etc 6,214  37 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1915 5,014  31 


$52,578  86 


/' 


$52,578  86 


For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1916. 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1915 $5,014  31 

Annual  api)ropriation 32,000  00 

Receipts: 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publicatiotis,  etc....  910  91 

Aid  granted  to  Library  School  by  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin  under  section  373am..         7,500  00 
Tuition  received  from  students  at  Library 

School 1,973  63 


$47,398  85 


Disbursements: 

Purchase  of  books $12,003  67 

Expenses  maintaining  Library  School  quar- 
ters, including  new  equipment,  etc 1,753  62 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Library  School 
staff,  traveling  librar\%  studv  club,  gen- 
eral administration    '  ". 23,289  28 

Subscriptions,  including  booklist,  etc 357  30 

Traveling  expenses 1,466  94 

Insurance 228  87 

Stationery,  postage,  freight,  printing,  bind- 
ing, exi)ress,  telegraph,  etc 5,059  71 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1916 3,239  46 


$47,398  85 


Note, — That  a  balance  is  carried  over  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  impos- 
sible to  purchase  books  prinlrd  abroad  owins  to  war  conditions.  When  the  books 
now  needed  arc  purchased  Ihi;  bulanc?  will  (li.sappcar. 
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STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSE- 
MENTS BY.  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR  LEGIS- 
LATIVE REFERENCE  AND  DRAFTING. 


For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1915. 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1914 ^,454  54 

Annual  appropriation 21,800  00 


Disbursements: 
Salaries  and  wages  in  Legislative  Reference 

work $13,386  34 

Salaries  and  wages, Praf ting  Department....        9,956  92 

Books  and  periodicals 483  01 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous  printing,  post- 
age, express,  insurance,  telephone,  bind- 
ing, etc 987  88 

Traveling  expenses 14  15 

Balance 5,426  24 


For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1916. 

Funds  available : 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1915 $5,426  24 

Annual  appropriation ' 21,800  00 

Disbursements: 

Salaries  and  wages  in  Legislative  Reference 

work $14,370  63 

Salaries  and  wages.  Drafting  Department....        2,942  53 

Books  and  periodicals 384  48 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous  printing,  post- 
age, express,  insurance,  telephone,  bind- 
ing, etc 671  26 

Travehng  expenses 72  95 

Balance 8,784  39 


$30,254  54 


$30,254  54 


$27,226  24 


$27,226  24 
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LIBRARY  BUILDINGS  IN  WISCONSIN — Continued. 
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LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS 

The  publications  of  the  Commission  are  sent  free  upon  ap- 
plication to  all  persons  within  the  state.  The  postpaid  price 
to  those  outside  the  state  is  noted  below.  Where  no  price  is 
given  the  publications  will  be  sent  free  upon  application. 

American  social  questions  (bibliographies)  each  10c. 

1  Negro  problem  (out  of  print) 

2  Immigration 

3  Labor 

4  Poverty 

5  Wealth 

6  Business  morals 
Anniversaries  and  holidays  (out  of  print) 
Biennial  report,  v.  1-11 

Check  list  of  journals  and  public  documents  of  Wisconsin,  1903 
Circulars  of  information: 

1  Establishing  a  library,  first  steps 

2  How  to  secure  a  traveling  library 

3  Suggestions  for  library  rules  and  regulations,  5c. 

4  Magazines  for  the  small  library.    10c.    (out  of  print) 

5  Campaigning  for  a  public  library.     lOc. 

6  Legislative  reference  department 

7  Traveling  libraries  in  Wisconsin 
Legislative  reference  department  bulletins:    each  12c. 

1  Railway  co-employment  (out  of  print) 

2  Lobbying  (out  of  print) 

3  Corrupt  practices  at  elections  (see  No.  23) 

4  Exemption  of  wages  (out  of  print) 

5  Municipal  electric  lighting 

6  Trust  company  reserves  (out  of  print) 

7  Taxation  of  trust  companies  (out  of  print) 

8  Municipal  gas  lighting  (out  of  print) 

9  Boycotting  (out  of  pnnt) 

10  Blacklisting  (out  of  print) 

11  Initiative  and  referendum  (see  No.  25) 

12  The  recall  (out  of  print) 

13  Primary^  elections 

14  Proportional  representation 

15  Juvenile  courts 

16  Telephones;  interchange  of  service 

17  Mortgage  taxation 

18  Municipal  home  rule  charters 

19  Tenement  house  legislation,  state  and  local 

20  Accident  insurance  for  workingmen  (out  of  print) 

21  Initiative  and  referendum:  state  legislation  (see  No.  25) 

22  Certified  public  accountants 

23  Corrupt  practices 

24  State  legislation  concerning  tuberculosis 

25  Initiative  and  referendum 
Instructional  department  pamphlets: 

1  Wisconsin  library  school,  1914-15 

2  Short  course,  library  school,  1916 

3  Picture  collections  in  small  libraries.    10c.     (out  of  print) 
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4  Supplementary  course,  library  school,  1908  (out  of  print) 

5  Commercial  geography.     10c. 

6  Books  on  missions.     10c. 

7  How  to  care  for  books  in  a  library.     10c. 
List  of  books  for  girls  and  young  women 
Miscellaneous  pamphlets : 

Laws  ol  Wisconsin  relating  to  libraries  and  the  free  library-  com- 
mission 
Library  extension,  by  E.  A.  Birfie,  1905  (out  of  print) 
New  types  of  small  library  builaings.     50c.     (out  of  print) 
One  hundred  popular  German  books  (out  of  print) 
Some  Wisconsin  Library  buildings 
Study  outlines:  10c  each.  Nos.  8-11  not  furnished  outside  the  state.  Thcv 
4  may  be  procured  from  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson,  Claremont,  Cal. 

1  Japan 

2  Russia 

3  Canada 

4  Travel  in  England  and  Wales 

5  Travel  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  (out  of  print) 

6  French  History 

7  Modern  Italy — Historv 

8  Shakespeare  s  King  Jolin;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

9  Shakespeare's  King  Richard  Second;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

10  Shakespeare's  King  Henr>'  Fourth,  Part  I. -I I.;  by  Mrs.  H.  \. 

Davidson 

11  Shakespeare's  King  Henr\'  Fifth;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

12  United  States  History — Discover>'  and  Exploration  (out  of  print) 

13  United  States  History — Colonial  Period  (out  of  print) 

14  United  States  Histor>- — Revolution  (out  of  print) 

15  United  States  History — Formation  Period,  1783-1817 

16  United  States  History' — Expansion  Period,  1817-1860 

17  United  Slates  Hislor>^ — Civil   War  and    Reconstruction.    1860- 

1876  (out  of  print) 

18  United  States  History- — From  Reconstruction  to  date.  1876  (out 

of  print) 

19  Travel  in  the  United  Stales  (out  of  print) 

20  French  art 

21  American  literature  (out  of  print) 

22  English  Literature — Eariy  Victorian  Period 

23  Wisconsin  History' 

Wisconsin  hbrary  bulletin,  January,  1905,  to  date.     (Monthly  except  for 
August  and  September.)    SI. 00  the  year.  \ 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

"What  is  the  work  of  the  Library  Commission  and  how  has  it 
been  performed?"  These  are  the  questions  which  this  biennial 
report  seeks  to  answer. 


THE  COMMISSION  DURING  THE  WAR. 

That  no  department  of  government.  Federal,  state,  or  municipal, 
can  justify  its  existence  unless  it  is  helping  to  win  the  war  was 
for  the  last  months  of  the  biennial  period  constantly  the  controlling 
thought  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  planned  and  administered 
the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission. 

The  members  of  the  commission  in  war  work.  This  mental  at- 
titude has  characterized  not  only  the  officers  and  employes  of  the 
commission,  but  the  members  of  the  commission  as  well,  as  shown 
by  their  patriotic  endeavors  in  fields  not  connected  with  the  com- 
mission. 

Hon.  Elmil  Baensch,  chairman  of  the  commission,  has  devoted 
much  of  his  energies  to  patriotic  endeavor,  joining  in  the  Liberty 
Loan  campaigns  and  in  the  various  campaigns  for  raising  funds 
for  welfare  work  in  camp  and  trench,  addressing  many  audiences 
on  patriotic  subjects,  and  acting  as  the  chairman  of  the  County  War 
History  Commission. 

Dr.  Milo  M.  Quaife,  superintendent  of  the  state  historical  society, 
an  ex  officio  member  and  the  vice  chairman  of  the  commission,  is 
chairman  of  the  Wisconsin  War  History  Commission,  has  organized 
and  is  administering  the  work  of  preserving  the  vast  amount  of  his- 
torical material  connected  with  the  present  world  war.  If  we  re- 
flect that  never  has  a  relatively  short  period  of  time  been  of  such 
tremendous  historical  portent  nor  produced  such  a  volume  of  his- 
torical material  the  magnitude  of  this  work  will  appear. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Cary,  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  and 
by  virtue  of  his  office  a  member  of  the  commission,  has  drawn  the 
educational  forces  throughout  the  state  into  the  battle  and  has 
made  the  public  and  rural  schools  of  the  state  valuable  patriotic 
instrumentalities.  Through  his  department  the  high  school  boys 
were  organized  for  farm  labor,  while  the  so-called  "school  socie- 
ties",  which    his   department   promoted,    have   proven   to   be   most 
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helpful  organizations  through  which  the  schools  and  tne  school 
children  have  engaged  in  many  war  time  activities  without  con- 
fusion or  waste  of  effort. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Kreutzer  has  given  practically  all  of  his  time  to  war 
work  performing  duties  delegated  to  him  by  the  State  Council  of 
Defense,  by  the  Red  Cross,  the  liberty  loan  committee,  by  the  United 
War  Work  campaign  and  other  organizations. 

Dr.  Van  Hise,  president  of  the  university  and  ex  officio  a  member 
of  the  commission,  has  led  his  great  educational  institution  in  vari- 
ous forms  of  war  activities.  He,  himself,  visited  England  and 
Prance  as  a  guest  of  the  British  Ministry  of  Information — a  visit 
the  fundamental  purpose  of  which  was  to  cement  more  firmly  the 
union  of  the  English  speaking  people.  He  has  also  prepared  a 
series  of  lectures  on  conservation  and  regulation  in  war  which  has 
been  printed  and  made  a  textbook  in  many  schools  and  colleges, 
and  has  made  patriotic  addresses  throughout  the  entire  country. 

The  commission  staff  have  been  patriotically  enga^^ed.  There  is 
hardly  a  member  of  the  staff  who  has  not  worked  overtime  in  stress- 
ing the  phases  of  commission  work  related  to  the  war. 

M.  S.  Dudgeon,  the  secretary  of  the  commission,  was  given  leave 
of  absence  in  August  1917  to  serve  at  the  Washington  headquar- 
ters of  the  American  Library  Association  organizing  camp  library 
service;  later,  he  was  made  field  representative  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
to  spend  part  time  in  supervisory  visits  to  the  military  and  naval 
camps  and  posts  in  the  middle  western  states. 

Dr.  Charles  McCarthy,  Chief  of  the  Legislative  Reference  Li- 
brary, has  been  in  Washington  for  more  than  a  year  acting  as  an 
aid  to  Herbert  Hoover  in  the  Food  Administration  and  went  abroad 
as  a  special  government  representative. 

Miss  Mary  Emogene  Hazel  tine.  Preceptor  of  the  Library  School, 
gave  up  a  needed  and  granted  year's  leave  of  absence  in  order  that 
the  commission  work  might  not  suffer  in  the  absence  of  others  en- 
gaged in  active  war  work.  She  has  made  addresses,  has  written 
articles,  has  done  technical  professional  work  without  charge  for 
patriotic  organizations,  and  has  been  able,  by  reason  of  her  wide 
knowledge  of  library,  workers,  to  perform  a  real  service  ia  filling 
war  positions  with  workers  from  the  professional  library  ranks. 

Clarence  B.  Lester  is  Director  of  Exhibits  and  also  Director  of 
Library  Publicity  for  the  Federal  Food  Administration  for  Wiscon- 
sin and  has  been  most  active  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

All  the  instructors,  library  visitors,  and  administrative  employes 
have  given  tirelessly  of  their  time  and  effort  in  stressing  war  activ- 
ities in  library  school,  in  field  work  and  in  office  work,  giving  up 
ordinary  periods  of  rest  and  relaxation  and  bearing  many  burdens 
which  were  placed  upon  them  because  of  the  absence  of  those  who 
were  engaged  In  nonresident  war  work.  They  have  been  liberal 
supporters  of  all  war  organizations  and  are  performing  patriotic 
service  in  many  minor  ways. 
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WAR   WORK  'WHICH  THE   COMMISSION  HAS  AIDED  WISCON- 
SIN  PUBLIC   LIBRARIES  TO   DO 

1.  Each  library  has  been  a  center  for  the  distribution  and  ex- 
hibition of  posters,  pamphlets,  leaflets  and  literature  on  food  pro- 
duction and  conservation,  on  agricultural  progress,  on  Red  Cross, 
on  Americanization,  on  child  welfare,  on  rehabilitation,  etc.,  and 
for  the  exhibition  and  distribution  of  publicationB  of  the  national, 
state  and  county  councils  of  defense  and  for  the  distribution  of  all 
state  posters,  bulletins,  pamphlets  and  other  literature  constituting 
patriotic  propaganda. 

2.  Each  library  has  surveyed  all  material  on  its  shelves  culling 
out  such  as  possesses  any  unpatriotic  tendeaeies,  in  some  cases 
oven  removing  from  unsupervised  inspection  by  the  public  certain 
volumes  of  encyclopedias  in  which  were  formulas  for  explosives. 

3.  The  libraries  have  become  continuous  exhibitors  of  war  flags, 
war  relics,  food  conservation  exhibits  and  all  articles  and  exhibits 
connected  with  the  world  war. 

4.  They  have  become  active  agents  of  the  Wisconsin  War  History 
Commission,  the  librarian  often  being  the  secretary  of  the  local 
unit. 

5.  Libraries  have  almost  without  exception  furnished  rooms  for 
Red  Cross  work  and  meetings  of  other  patriotic  organizations. 

6.  The  libraries  have  furnished  lists  of  war  literature  and  kept 
such  literature  constantly  on  exhibition,  making  a  special  effort 
to  circulate  books  on  war  gardens,  food  conservation,  increased 
agricultural  production  and  similar  literature  as  well  as  war  nar- 
rations and  war  histories. 

7.  Libraries  have  also  helped  in  the  organization  of  groups  of 
men,  women,  and  children  for  patriotic  purposes. 

8.  They  have  all  also  cooperated  in  furnishing  special  literature 
for  patriotic  work  as  needed  by  four  minute  men,  liberty  loan 
speakers,  leaders  of  war  savings  «'ampaigjs,  boy  scouts,  camp  fir^* 
girls,  etc. 

HOW  RURAL  RESIDENTS  GET  BOOKS 

While  the  public  libraries  serve  those  who  live  in  the  large  cities 
it  is  evident  that  the  vast  majority  of  citizens  of  the  state  are  not 
within  the  limited  territory  served  by  these  public  libraries.  The 
library  commission  has,  therefore,  devised  other  methods  of  reach- 
ing this  unserved  majority. 

Your  oonunnnity  can  get  a  library-  free.  The  commission  stands 
ready  to  send  a  box  of  good  books  to  any  community  without  a 
public  library  which  asks  for  it.  This  involves  no  expense  except 
the  nominal  freight  charges  and  no  red  tape  procedure  whatever. 
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Simply  writ6  tor  it.  Each  box  contains  a  library  of  fifty  or  sixty 
volumes,  including  books  on  history,  geography,  and  farming,  story 
books,  children's  books — in  fact  the  best  books  of  all  kinds,  for 
all  kinds  of  people.  These  collections  are  placed  in  country  stores, 
in  village  post  offices,  in  schoolhouses,  or  in  residences,  and  all 
the  books  in  every  collection  are  free  to  everybody  in  the  commu- 
nity. The  collection  is  left  for  five  or  six  months  and  then  exchanged 
for  another  collection. 

Libraries,  4,005  of  them  go  to  1653  different  communities.  Dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  the  commission  has  shipped  to  the  country  dis- 
tricts of  the  state  4,095  traveling  libraries  containing  209,949  volumes. 
They  have  gone  to  every  county  in  the  state  reaching  1653  different 
communities.  No  community  without  books  is  every  refused — they 
are  always  sent  if  needed. 

County  traveling  libraries.  The  law  also  provides  that  any 
county  in  the  state  may  establish  a  traveling  library  system  of  its 
own,  these  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  this  commission.  Fifteen 
counties  have  established  such  systems,  the  result,  of  course,  be- 
ing that  the  inhabitants  of  these  counties  are  better  served  than 
are  the  inhabitants  of  others,  since  both  the  county  and  the  state 
resources  are  open  to  them.  In  these  fifteen  counties  there  is  a 
total  of  30,510  volumes  which  are  sent  out  to  a  total  of  354  different 
library   stations. 

4564  groups  of  books  were  sent  out  by  the  state  and  county  traveling 
library  systems  and  the  study  club  department  to  2139  groups  of  read- 
ers. 

Where  Traveling  Ubraries  are  housed.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
the  variety  of  places  into  which  our  traveling  libraries  find  their 
way  and  are  housed.  From  July  1st,  1916  to  July  1st,  1918  these 
libraries  were  thus  placed: 

Where  placed  No.  so  placed  No.  libraries  sent 

Residence 337  952 

Store 80  372 

Post  office 28  95 

Drug  store 5  14 

Church 11  27 

Telephone  station 3  9 

Regular  library  room 11  124 

Club  room 3  12 

Cheese  factory 2  2 

Office 19  82 

Bank 14  hO 

Printing  office 2  24 

Town  hall 5  21 

Barber  shop 1  I4 

School ,      974  1,010 

Public  library 158  English  949 

Foreign  338 

Total  1,6S3  4,095 
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HELPING  OUT  THE  RURAL  SCHOOLS 

The  supply  of  books  in  the  average  country  schoolhouse  Is  lim- 
ited. Hence  the  commission  has  made  a  special  effort  during  the 
last  biennial  period  to  supplement  the  local  supply  with  collections 
of  books  calculated  to  help  in  making  the  school  an  efficient  one 
and  also  calculated  to  supply  the  adult  as  well  as  the  juvenile  resi- 
dents with  the  best  books.  During  the  last  two  years  it  has  sent 
1,010  boxes  of  books  to  974  schoolhouses  in  rural  communities. 
In  sending  out  these  books  the  commission  lays  special  emphasis 
on  good  agricultural  books,  housekeeping  books,  and  other  books 
of  a  practical  character.  Many  hundreds  of  books  are  also  sent 
to  these  schools  by  mail.  It  is  to  be  noted  also  that  we  send  out 
by  mail  4.000  copies  of  the  splendid  books  on  the  School  Reading 
Circlo  list. 

BOOKS  ON  FARMING 

Any  community  can  get  a  group  of  special  books  upon  farming. 
Sometimes  these  are  sent  with  other  books  in  a  traveling  library 
and  sometimes  they  constitute  a  library  in  themselves.  The  com- 
mission has  made  up  a  special  lot  of  libraries  on  farming  to  be 
used  In  schools  where  agriculture  is  taught.  These  books  are  se- 
lected with  the  purpose  of  helping  the  teacher  in  his  agricultural 
instruction.  During  the  past  two  years  326  of  such  special  agri- 
cultural school  libraries  have  been  sent  out. 


MAGAZINES  AND  BOOKS  FOR  LUMBER  CAMPS 

The  commission  has  for  several  years  offered  to  lend  both  books 
and  magazines  to  the  lumber  camps  of  the  state.  Special  travel- 
ing libraries  have  been  made  up  for  these  lumber  camps  and  they 
are  sent  without  charge  except  that  the  lumber  companies  are  asked 
to  pay  the  freight.  Where  the  owners  of  the  camp  feel  that  they 
do  not  care  to  b&come  responsible  for  the  bound  books  a  supply 
of  popular  magazines  will  be  sent. 
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COUNTIES   RECEIVING  STATE  TRAVELING  LIBRARIES* 


County 


Ariains    

Ashland    

Barron    

Bayfield  

Brown    

Buffalo  

Burnett    

Calumet    

Chippewa   

Clark  

Columbia    

Crawford    

Dane  

Dodge   

Door    

Douglas    

Dunn     

Eau  Claire  .. 

Florence    

Fond  du  Lac 

Forest  

Grant   

Green    

Green  Lake  . 

Iowa    

Iron  

Jackson   

Jefferson    

Juneau    

Kenosha    

Kewaunee  — 
La  Crosse  . . . 
Lafayette    . . . 

Iranglade    

Lincoln    

Manitowoc    . . 
Marathon   


State 
traveling 
libraries 


19 
87 
84 
31 
20 
12 
24 
10 
30 
40 
13 
20 
72 

5 
29 
13 
20 

4 

3 
21 
15 
42' 
13 
20 
35 
12 
26 
27 
12 
17 
25 

5 
14 

9 
11 
33 
32 


County 


Marinette  . . 
Marquette  . 
Milwaukee    . 

Monroe    

Oconto  

Oneida   

Outagamie 
Ozaukee    . . . 

Pepin  

Pierce   

Polk    

Portage    . . . 

Price 

Racine    

Richland   ... 

Rock    

Rusk    

St.  Croix   .. 

Sauk    

Sawyer   

Shawano  

Sheboygan  . 

Taylor   

Tk-empealeau 

Vernon    

Vilas    

Walworth   .. 
Washburn    . 
Washington 
Waukesha    . . 
Waupaca 
Waushara    . . 
Winnebago    . 
Wood   


Total. 


State 
traTeUng 
libraries 


12 
18 

6 
40 
26 
30 
19 
12 
11 
22 
50 

3 
40 
18 
22 
45 
42 
46 
14 
30 
21 
24 
26 
14 
38 
25 
29 
29 
18 
51 
30 
29 
15 
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1.653 


Total  number  of  dfflerent  communities  reached  by  state  traveling  libraries 1.653 

Total  number  reached  by  county  traveling  libraries  (form  Incomplete  reports) ^* 

Total  number  reache<1  by  study  club  libraries 132 


Total  number  of  communities  reached  by  all  traveling  libraries 2,262 


*  The  dii^tribution    of  study   club   and   county    travding   libraries   Is   not   given    by 
counties. 


SEND  FOR  A  BOOK  BY  MAIL 

It  does  not  seem  to  be  generally  known  that  any  resident  of  the 
state  can  send  to  Madison  and  get  almost  any  book  he  needs  by 
return  mail,  postage  prepaid.  It  often  happens  that  you  wish  some 
book  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  your  vicinity.  The  commission 
has.  therefore,  established  a  system  of  sending  out  by  parcel  post, 
postage  prepaid,  to  any  resident  of  the  state  any  book  on  Its  shelves. 
The  university  library  cooperates  in  this  system  and  lends  its 
books  freely  to  the  commission  to  be  sent  out  by  it  to  borrowers, 
while  the  historical  library  also  stands  ready  to  lend  such  of  its 
volumes  as  are  available  for  general  circulation. 
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The  best  books  go  by  mail.  In  an  ordinary  public  library  three- 
quarters  of  the  books  loaned  are  fiction.  But  the  people  who  get 
books  from  Madison  by  mail  are  asking  for  the  best  books  in  the 
world — and  only  one-quarter  of  them  are  fiction.  Many  of  them, 
3,941  to  be  exact,  are  the  fine  books  recommended  on  the  School 
Reading  Circle  list;  570  books  on  agricultural  topics  were  mailed 
out;  and  4,377  other  non-fiction  books  went  out — books  on  the 
war,  leading  in  this  group. 


COOPERATIVE  WORK 

The  commission-  cooperates  wherever  possible  with  other  state 
institutions.  It  furnished  both  group  libraries  and  separate  books 
to  university  extension  instructors,  to  classes,  and  to  organizers. 
The  commission  also  assists  in  the  selection  of  books  to  be  pur- 
chased by  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  the  state. 

Books  for  county  and  state  sanatoriums.  It  furnishes  through 
the  state  tuberculosis  sanatorium  at  Wales  collections  of  books  to 
be  sent  to  all  the  county  tuberculosis  sanatoriums.  It  has  devoted 
nearly  two  thousand  books  to  this  purpose,  the  sanatoriums  peri- 
odically disinfecting  and  transferring  the  collections  from  one  place 
to  another.  None  of  these  books  will  ever  be  returned  to  the  com- 
mission or  given  out  to  any  one  except  those  in  the  tuberculosis 
sanatoriums.  The  number  of  books  devoted  to  this  work  should 
be  increased. 

BOOKS  A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  COLLEGE 

There  are  hundreds  of  people — some  young,  some  older — who 
cannot  leave  their  work  and  their  homes  to  attend  school  or  col- 
lege, and  yet  want  to  educate  themselves.  They  must  have  spocial 
information  on  special  subjects  so  collected  and  arranged  as  to 
make  it  available  for  consecutive  study.  The  commission  has  made 
special  arrangements  to  serve  these  people. 

Individuals  who  study.  If  a  person  wishes  to  study  alone  it  will 
send  him  by  mail  prepaid  almost  any  book  which  he  desires  and 
will  help  him  to  select  books  which  meet  his  needs. 

Clubs  which  study.  If  a  group  of  people  is  organized  to  study 
any  particular  subject,  the  commission  prepares  and  sends  to  it 
a  special  collection  of  books  covering  the  subject  to  be  studied, 
whether  this  subject  be  Egyptian  art  or  the  causes  of  the  great 
war,  or  any  one  of  a  hundred  other  possible  topics  of  educational 
interest.  This  library  can  be  kept  during  the  year.  The  commis- 
sion will  also  furnish  an  outline  so  that  a  course  may  be  pursued 
system atically.  In  addition  the  commission  is  constantly  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  clubs  sending  them  special  books  needed  for 


10  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 

special  topics  and  otherwise  assisting  them  in  their  study.     This 
work  almost  parallels  the  work  of  a  correspondence  school. 

Study  dub  material.  There  are  devoted  to  this  so-called  study 
club  work  8,526  books,  4,997  pamphlets,  and  4,015  pictures  of  vari- 
ous sorts  and  sizes,  besides  clippings,  portfolios,  outlines,  etc.,  etc 
During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  this  department  sent  out 
a  total  of  18,708  books,  magazines  and  pictures.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  for  close  cooperation  between  the  university  ex- 
tension division  and  the  library  commission.  This  has  been  neces- 
sary in  order  to  prevent  duplication  and  waste. 


CITY  READERS 

The  individual  who  is  in  a  city  or  large  village  should  normally 
be  served  by  a  public  library  maintained  by  the  local  municipality. 
There  are  now  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  192  public  libraries  (there 
were  50  twenty  years  ago).  There  is  no  city  of  more  than  2,000 
inhabitants  in  the  state  without  a  public  library,  and  every  county 
in  the  state  except  five  has  one  or  more  libraries  within  its  limits. 

The  commission  helps  local  public  libraries.  The  function  of 
the  library  commission  with  reference  to  these  public  libraries  is 
a  supervisory  one.  During  the  biennial  period  representatives  of 
the  commission  have  made  462  visits  to  these  libraries.  These 
advisory  visits  involve  not  a  perfunctory  inspection  alone,  but  in 
most  cases  the  representative  spends  a  considerable  period  of  time 
in  each  library  conferring  with  the  librarian  and  her  board  concern- 
ing difficulties  and  problems  which  present  themselves,  suggesting 
improved  methods  and  policies,  and  seeking  in  every  way  possible  to 
make  the  library  an  effective  one. 

HelpiniBf  in  warwork.  These  visits  have  been  of  special  value  dur- 
ing the  war.  Taking  as  a  premise  that  the  government  must  depend 
upon  libraries  to  distribute  the  literature  and  disseminate  thevknowl- 
edge  which  it  desires  to  have  reach  the  public  and  that  it  has  appealed 
to  libraries  to  do  this,  printed  and  other  war  publicity  matter  has  been 
studied  and  plans  for  getting  it  to  the  people  discussed.  Methods  of 
allying  the  libraries  with  all  war  activities  have  also  been  presented, 
such  as  registering  war  workers;  preserving  war  history  material; 
organizing  libraries  as  factors  in  campaigns  for  funds;  conducting 
food  exhibits  to  attract  people  to  the  source  of  the  best  literature  on 
food  conservation;  the  use  of  posters  and  bulletins  in  the  library  to 
lead  people  to  read  along  the  right  lines.  In  short  the  commission  has 
sought  to  make  the  library  a  factor  in  every  conceivable  form  of 
activity  which  might  serve  to  enlighten  the  public  or  to  carry  forward 
any  national  war  movement. 


Twelfth  Biennial  Report  11 

Library  school  stadente  work  134  montlis  in  the  libraries  of  the 
state.  During  the 'months  of  Fobruary  and  March  each  year  the 
commission  also  sends  out  the  students  who  are  in  attendance  at 
the  library  school  administered  by  the  commission.  This  means 
that  thirty-five  skilled  workers  each  give  two  months  of  their  time 
to  the  public  libraries  of  the  state  without  charge.  During  the 
last  biennial  period  sixty-seven  students  spent  two  months  each  in 
this  field  work,  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  months,  the 
equivalent  of  the  time  of  twelve  skilled  workers  for  almost  an  en- 
tire year.  It  can  readily  be  computed  that  if  these  workers  were 
each  worth  on  the  average  $720  a  year,  the  public  libraries  of  the 
state  profited  through  the  services  thus  rendered  to  the  amount  of 
over  $8,000.00. 

Helps  local  library  in  baying  boolcs.  The  success  of  a  library 
depends  upon  the  character  of  the  books  on  its  shelves.  But  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  for  a  librarian  in  a  small  city  or  village  where 
tliere  is  no  book  store  to  select  the  proper  books  to  place  upon  her 
shelves,  ^he  commission,  to  meet  this  difficulty,  has  asked  the 
publishers  throughout  the  country  to  send  to  their  office  in  Madi- 
son free  review  copies  of  the  best  books.  Here  a  skilled  person 
collects  the  opinion  of  teachers,  librarians  and  others,  examines 
the  books,  and  after  informing  herself  as  fully  as  possible  as  to 
their  characteristics,  selects  each  month  a  list  which  are  suitable 
for  public  library  purchases  in  Wisconsin.  This  list  the  commis- 
sion prints  in  its  monthly  bulletin,  sending  a  copy  to  every  library 
in  the  state,  thus  furnishing  reliable  and  unbiased  information  and 
enabling  the  local  institution  to  invest  wisely  its  limited  book  fund. 


SERVING  THE  LEGISLATORS 

The  legislative  reference  library  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  to  the  members  of  the  legislature  all  obtainable  in- 
formation upon  every  topic  which  is  the  possible  subject  of  legis- 
lation. A  special  effort  is  made  to  present  information  about  laws 
upon  similar  subjects  in  other  states  and  in  other  countries.  This 
information  is  carefully  arranged,  digested,  and  indexed  so  that 
the  legislator  wishing  to  inform  himself  upon  any  pending  bill  may 
get  the  information  upon  a  moment's  notice.  ^All  material  is  in 
compact  form  so  that  it  can  be  carried  to  a  committee  room  or  upon 
the  floor  of  senate  or  assembly  for  use  in  hearings  and  discussion. 

Work  with  special  committees.  Where  a  special  committee  is 
appointed  to  investigate  any  subject,  the  commission,  through  this 
department,  places  itself  at  the  committee's  disposal  and  cooper- 
ates in  securing  information  and  in  all  work  of  the  committee  in- 
vestigations. The  legislative  reference  library  works  also  with  state 
departments  when  they  are  interested  in  any  legislative  subject. 
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Drafts  bHlH  for  lei^slators.  During  the  legislative  session  a 
drafting  department  is  maintained.  It  is  now  possible  for  any  leg- 
islator to  secure  a  draft  of  any  bill  upon  any  subject  providing  he 
makes  a  written  application  for  it  and  states  the  character  and 
purposes  of  the  desired  bill.  This  written  request  is  necessary  since 
it  is  a  basic  principle  followed  by  the  department  that  the  bill  must 
embody  the  Icigislator's  ideas  and  wishes  rather  than  reflect  the 
Ideas  of  any  draftsman  or  employe  of  the  department. 

Liegislators  make  use  of  this  department.  That  this  department 
is  made  use  of  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  at  the  1917  session 
one  hundred  thirty  out  of  the  one  hundred  thirty-three  members 
of  the  two  houses  called  upon  the  drafting  department  for  assist- 
ance. During  this  session  the  members  of  the  legislature  filed  1,841 
requests  for  drafts  of  bills,  resolutions,  ete. 


LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

Some  years  ago  the  Wisconsin  Library  Commission  started  a  li- 
brary school  in  order  to  train  Wisconsin  librarians  to  talfe  charge 
of  Wisconsin  libraries.  While  the  school  has  grown  so  that  many 
attend  who  are  not  residents  of  the  state,  its  primary  purpose  ib 
still  to  qualify  librarians  for  service  within  Wisconsin.  In  1917 
thirty-six  were  graduated;  in  1918  the  graduating  class  numbered 
thirty-one.  The  total  number  graduated  since  the  establishment 
of  the  school  in  1907  is  337. 

Learning  by  doing.  During  the  months  of  February  and  March 
the  academic  work  at  Madison  is  suspended  and  each  student  is 
sent  out  to  some  public  library  of  the  state  so  that  she  can  face 
the  practical  problems  of  the  profession.  Each  student  works  from 
seven  to  eight  hours  each  day,  subjects  herself  to  the  direction 
of  the  local  librarian  and  to  the  discipline  prevailing  in  the  local 
library,  and  is  always  conscious  that  she  must  make  her  work  of 
genuine  value  to  the  library  in  order  to  get  the  academic  credit 
nece4ssary  to  permit  her  to  graduate  from  the  school.  This  period 
of  so-called  apprentice  field  work  has  proved  a  most  valuable  fea- 
ture of  library  school  instruction  since  the  students  are  learning 
by  doing.  In  1917,  the  36  students  worked  in  38  libraries,  giving 
an  aggregate  of  7  2  months  of  free  assistance  to  the  libraries  of  the 
state,  or  Ihe  equivalent  of  six  trained  workers  for  an  entire  year. 
In  1918,  the  31  students  had  work  in  37  libraries,  aggregating  a 
total  of  62  months  of  assistance  to  the  libraries,  or  again  the 
equivalent  of  the  services  of  five  trained  workers  for  more  than  a 
year. 

Summer  sessions  to  help  the  small  libraries.  The  commission 
also  conducts  a  summer  session  for  library  assistants  to  which  are 
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admitted  only  those  persons  who  are  actually  employed  in  Wis- 
consin Uhraries.  In  this  way  it  furnishee  instructions  to  the  li- 
brarians of  those  small  libraries  which  cannot  pay  salaries  large 
enough  to  hire  regular  graduate  librarians.  The  session  of  1916» 
extending  from  June  26  to  August  4  had  a  registration  of  25;  the 
session  of  1917,  June  25  to  August  3,  a  registration  of  35;  the  ses- 
sion of  1918,  June  24  to  August  2,  a  registration  of  33.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  the  summer  session  of  1916  made  the  23rd  since  the 
first  session  was  held  in  1895.  In  the  23  summers,  709  students 
attended,  the  sessions,  an  avei-age  of  more  than  30  per  year,  includ- 
ing the  registration  for  the  usual  elementary  course,  and  five  sup- 
plementary courses  offered  in  1902,  1904,  and  1906.  In  1911  and 
1915  summer  library  conferences  were  held,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  librarians  of  the  state  together  for  two  weeks  of  study 
and  consideration  of  new  problems.  These  conferences  were  of 
the  nature  of  intensive  training,  and  helped  much  in  advancing  the 
library  interests  of  the  state.  The  attendance  numbered  170  in  1911 
and  175  in  1915,  this  including  not  only  representatives  from  over 
60  Wisconsin  libraries,  but  also  delegates  from   14  other  states. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  report  adequately  to  present  what  these 
twenty-three  years  of  summer  school  instruction  have  meant  to  the 
state  in  its  library  development.  After  11  summer  sessions,  when 
it  was  found  that  the  growing  library  interests  of  the  state  called 
for  more  advanced  training  and  the  Library  School  with  a  course  cov- 
ering an  academic  year  was  inaugurated,  the  summer  session  was 
still  retained  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  smaller  libraries.  And  not 
only  has  Wisconsin  profited  greatly  in  its  own  library  growth  and 
interests  through  its  system  of  library  training  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  first  summer  session  in  1895,  but  it  has  contributed 
to  library  progress  throughout  the  country. 

Teacher-librarian  course.  Following  a  demand  coming  from 
the  city  superintendents  of  the  state  and  after  consultation  with  the 
state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  and  following  many  of  his 
suggestions,  the  instructional  staff  of  the  library  school  is  offering, 
in  connection  with  the  university,  a  course  in  library  work  for  the 
prospective  teachers  who  desire  to  qualify  themselves  to  take  charge 
of  school  libraries.  This  course  is  open  to  university  juniors  and 
seniors,  and  when  completed  furnishes  a  four-fifths  credit  toward 
graduation. 

The  effort  was  made  during  1916-17  to  conduct  the  instruction 
and  necessary  practice  work  at  the  University  High  School,  but  it 
was  found  impracticable  for  several  reasons.  During  1917-18  the 
class  came  to  the  Library  School  for  its  work,  with  such  favorable 
results  that  hereafter  the  class  will  continue  to  receive  its  instruc- 
tion in  the  quarters  of  the  library  school.  Many  schools  are  not 
large  enough  to  employ  a  librarian  on  full  time.  A  ruling  has  been 
established  by  the  State  Department  of  Education  whereby  one 
teacheir  in  every  smaller  high  school  must  be  released  from  some 
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periods  of  teaching  every  day  to  care  for  the  library.  To  do  this 
properly,  some  library  training  is  necessary,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  brief  course  will  meet  the  need  for  the  present  though  more 
instruction  and  practice  would  be  advisable. 

A  sum  met'  couifse  for  teacher-librarian.  A  course  for  teacher- 
librarians  is  also  offered  in  the  summer  session.  In  the  sessions  of 
both  1917  and  1918  ten  teachers  were  registered.  Since  the  re- 
quirement of  the  Department  of  Education  for  high  school  libraries 
goes  into  effect  with  the  school  year  1919-20,  it  can  be  definitely 
forecasted  that  the  summer  session  of  1919  and  several  subsequent 
sessions  will  have  a  large  registration  of  teachers  preparing  for  this 
work,  also  that  the  course  in  the  University  curriculum  will  be 
increasingly  elected. 

Library  trained  persons  needed.  There  has  never  been  so  great 
a  demand  for  trained  librarians  as  during  this  biennial  period. 
Owing  in  part  to  war  conditions,  Federal  offices  and  businces  houses 
operating  on  a  large  scale  have  discovered  that  trained  librarians 
are  invaluable  in  many  office  and  businees  positions  where  their 
systematic  training  in  classification,  subject  headings,  cataloguing, 
indexing,  filing,  research,  administration  and  other  professional  and 
business  processes,  fits  them  for  advanced  positions.  This  increas- 
ing demand  for  library  workers  renders  it  of  growing  importance 
that  this  library  school  should  be  adequately  supported  and  effi- 
ciently operated. 

Our  graduates  get  positions.  That  there  is  a  demand  for  our 
own  graduates  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  each  year  prior  to 
graduation  day  practically  all  of  our  prospective  graduates  have 
been  placed  in  positions.  No  one  who  can  satisfactorily  complete 
the  course  need  ever  be  without  professional  employment. 

The  professional  opportunities  open  to  our  graduates  is  further 
suggested  by  the  calls  that  come  to  us  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
During  the  year  1916-17,  157  requests  were  received  at  the  pre- 
ceptor's office  to  supply  library  workers;  during  the  year  1917-18. 
280   such  requests  were   handled. 
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.     Alnion  EB«er  ...   .   .- 

10,000 

10,000 

90,000 

un 

S^vn!?'""" 

.     H.  E.  SoiUDwi-ll.,     

..«» 

10,000 

H,000 

Ir 

U.000 

IM.OOO 

,!;» 

10.0001 

10,000 

M.O0O 

to.ooo 

im 

EI.Ir?d    ^ 

IS.oool 
aniooo 

e,«on 
!8.nno 
se.onn 
ifi.ooo 
.wn.ooo 

.     Captain  and  lint.  THlnfr... 
.     Andrew  Carnegie  

s.ooo 

Minrriil   PolnM    .,   . 

S.MO     I 

i.mo 
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UBRAHY    BUILDINGSJ    IN    WlSCOXSIX-Contlnued. 


Place 


Donor 


Oabko8h   

Plattevill?   

Plyuouth    

Portage »     ., 

Prairie  du  8ac.. 

Kacine    

Racine   Branch  . 

Reedsburg   

Rhinclander    

Rice  Lalce   

Richland    Center 

Ripon     

Shawano    

Bbebuygan    

South  Milwaukee 

Sparta     

Spooner    

Stanley     

Stevens  Point  .. 

Stoughton    

Sturgeon  Bay  .. 

Superior   

Superior  Branch. 
Toinah   

Two   Rivers  

VIroqua    

Washburn  

Watertown  

Wauke^a   

Waupaca   

Waupun   

Wausau    

Wauwatosa  

West  Allls    

Westby*    

Whitehall  1 

Whitewater 


Marshall  Harriit  I 

Pbiletus  Sawyer  S 

Andrew  C'arnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie 

City    

J.  S.  Tripp  

Andrew  l  arnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Oamegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

City    

Mrs.  8.  F.  Moon 

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Citizens  

Mrs.  Jos.  Mann 

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  

Andrew  Carnegie  and 

Citizens  

Andrew  Carnegie  

City    

Village  and  Citizens 

Fiavia   White    


Amount 


Annual 

maintenance 

fund 


56,300 

12,500 
10.000 


12,000 

60,000} 

10,000) 

10,000 

15,000 

10,000 

10,000 

15.000 

10,000 

35,000 

15,000 

12,000 


15.000 
22,000 
10,000 
12.500 
50.000 
20,000 
10.000 
5,200 
1,000 
12.500 
10,000 
18.000 
20,000 
15,000 
10,000 
12,000 
25,000 

11,000 
15.000 


15,000 


7.929 

1,500 

1,055 

.1,400 

530 

23,000 

1,700 
1,800 
1.400 
1,800 
1.000 
1,000 
5,916 
1.500 
2.200 
650 
1,500 
4,000 
1.800 
1.700 

20.200 
1.400 

2,200 

1.000 
1,800 
3,960 
2,500 
1.000 
1.365 
4,500 

1.800 

3,000 

200 

300 

1,700 


Date  of 
occu- 
pancy 


1900 

1915 
1915 

mi 

1U04 

1912 
1904 
1905 
1905 
1906 
1916 
1903 
1916 
1903 
1915 
1901 
1904 
1908 
1913 
1902 
1918 

1916 

1891 

1905 
1906 
1907 
1904 
1914 
1906 
1907 

1905 
1915 
1916 

1901 


*  Library  operated  in  specially  planned  quHrterR  in  iininirlpal  bnildinir. 


30  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 

statement  of  funds  available  to,  and  disbuhsemen 

BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR  WORK  OTHJ 
THAN  LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE. 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1917. 

Funds  available: 

^Balance    on  hand  July  1,  1916 $3,239.46 

Annual   appropriation 32,000.00 

Receipts: 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publications  1,070.66 

Aid  granted  to  Library  School  by 
University   of    Wisconsin    under 

section  373am 7,500.00 

Tuition  received  from  students  at 

Library    School 2,469.87      $46,279. 

Disbursements: 

Purchase  of  books $10,447.04 

Expense  maintaining  Library  School 

quarters,    new   equipment 1,411.30 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Library 
School  staff,  traveling  library, 
study   club,   general   admin.  22,756.23 

Subscriptions,  including  booklist,  etc.  397.85 

Traveling   expenses   1,732.37 

Insurance 294.84 

Stationery,    postage,    freight,    print- 
ing,  binding,    express,   telegraph  5,346.18 
Balance  on  hand  Jiuly  1,  1917 3,894.18      $46, 279. S 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1918. 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1917 $3,894.18 

Annual  appropriation 32,000.00 

Receipts: 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publications  766.24 

Aid  granted  to  Library  School  by 
University    of   Wisconsin    under 

section  373am 7,500.00 

Tuition     received     from     students 

at    Library    School 1,891.44      $46, 051. J 

Disbursements: 

Purchase  of  books $7,509.49 

Expenses  maintaiiling  Library  School 

quarters,  new  equipment,  etc —  2,011.65 
Salaries    and    wages,    including    Li- 
brary  School  staff,   traveling  li- 
brary,   study    club,    general    ad- 
ministration           24,443.67 

Subscriptions,  including  booklist —  408.65 

Traveling    expenses 1,861.56 

Insurance 290.90 

Stationery,    postage,    fredght,     print- 
ing,  binding,    express,    telegraph  6,840.03 
Balance  on  hand.  July  1.  1918 2,685.91      $46,051. 

Note.— That  n  balance  is  carried  over  Is  due  in  part  to  the  ftct  that  It  has  b 
impossible  to  purchase  books  printed  abroad  owing  to  war  conditions.  WlMB  ' 
hooks  now  needed  are  purchased  this  balance  will  disappear. 
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STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR  LEGISLATIVE 
REFERENCE  AND  DRAFTING. 


For  Year  Ending  June  80, 1917. 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1916 $8,784.39 

Annual    appropriation 21,800.00 

Receipts 43.50 


Disbursements: 

Salaries  and  wages  in  Legislative  Ref- 

ereoice  work $14,264.20 

Salaries  and  wages.  Drafting  De- 
partment       10,222.66 

Books  and  periodicals 401.11 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous  printing, 
postage,  express,  insurance,  tele- 
phone, binding,  etc. 1,185.32 

Traveling  expenses 65.06 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1917 4,499.54 


For  Year  Ending  June  30.  1018. 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1917 $4,499.54 

Annual    appropriation    21,800.00 

Disbursements: 

Salaries  and  wages  in  Legislative  Ref- 
erence work $13,314.77 

Salaries  and  wages.  Drafting  De- 
partment      2,130.87 

Books  and  periodicals 367.79 

Supplies,  and  miscellaneous  printing, 
postage,  express,  insurance,  tele- 
phone, binding,  etc. 780.30 

Balance     on     hand     July     1,     1918, 

available  for  session  work 9.705.81 


Emergency  Fund. 

Funds    available    $6,000.00 

Disbursements: 

Salaries  and  wages  Drafting  Depart- 
ment,  special    session 794.62 

Balance  available  for  special  and  regu- 
lar session  and  other  emergen- 
cies            $5,205.38 


$30,627.89 


$30,627.89 


$26,299.54 


$26,299.54 


$6,000.00 


$6,000.00 
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LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS 


The  publications  of  the  Commission  are  sent  free  upou  applica- 
tion to  all  persons  within  the  state.  The  postpaid  price  to  those  out- 
side the  state  is  noted  below.  Where  no  price  is  ^ven  the  pabli^- 
tlons  will  be  sent  free  upon  application. 

American  social  questions  (bibliographies)  each  10c. 

1  Negro  problem  (out  of  print) 

2  Immigration 

3  Labor 

4  I^overty 

5  Wealth 

6  Business  morals 
Anniversaries  and  holidays  (out  of  print) 
Biennial  report,  v.  1-12 

Check  list  of  journals  and  public  documents  of  Wisconsin,  1903 
Circulars  of  information: 

1  Establishing  a  library,  first  steps  (out  of  print) 

2  How  to  secure  a  traveling  library 

3  Suggestions  for  library  rules  and  regulations,  6c.     (out 

of  print) 

4  Magazines  for  the  small  library.    10c.    (out  of  print) 

5  Campaigning  for  a  public  library.     10c. 

6  Legislative  reference  department 

7  Traveling  libraries  in  Wisconsin 
Legislative  reference  department  bulletins:  each  12c. 

1  Railway  co-employment   (out  of  print) 

2  Lobbying  (out  of  print) 

3  Cori*upt  practices  at  elections  (see  No.  23) 

4  Exemption  of  wages  (out  of  print) 

5  Municipal  electric  lighting 

6  Trust  company  reserves  (out  of  print) 

7  Taxation  of  trust  companies  (out  of  print) 

8  Municipal  gas  lighting  (out  of  print) 

9  Boycotting  (out  of  print) 

10  Blacklisting   (out  of  print) 

11  Initiative  and  referendum   (see  No.  25) 

12  The  recall  (out  of  print) 

13  Primary  elections 

14  Proportional  representation 

15  Juvenile  courts 

16  Telephones:  interchange  of  service 

17  Mortgage  taxation 

18  Municipal  home  rule  charters 

19  Tenement  house  legislation,  state  and  local 

20  Accident  insurance  for  workingmen  (oat  of  print) 


21  Initiative  and  referendum:  state  legislation  (see  No.  25) 

22  Certified  public  accountants 

23  Corrupt  practices  (out  of  print) 

24  State  legislation  concerning  tuberculosis 

25  Initiative  and  referendum   (out  of  print) 
Instructional    department    pamphlets: 

1  Wisconsin   library   school,    1916-18 

2  Short  coursf\  library  school.  1918 

3  Picture  collections  in  small  libraries.    10c.    (out  of  print) 

4  Supplementary  course,  library  school,  1908  (out  of  print) 

5  Commercial  geography.     10c. 

6  Books  on  missions.     10c. 

7  How  to  care  for  books  in  a  library.     10c. 
List  of  books  for  girls  and  young  women 
.Miscellaneous  pamphlets: 

Laws  of  Wisconsin  relating  to  libraries  and  the  free  library 

commission 
Library  extension,  by  E.  A.  Birge,  1905  (out  of  print) 
New  types  of  small  library  buildings.     50c.     (out  of  print) 
One  hundred  popular  German  books  (out  of  print) 
Some  Wisconsin   Library  buildings 
Study  outlines:    10c  each.   Nos.  8-11  not  furnished  outside  the  state. 

They  may  be  procured  from  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson,  Clarc- 

mont.  Cal. 

1  Japan 

2  Russia 

3  Canada 

4  Travel  in  England  and  Wales 

5  Travel  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  (out  of  print) 

6  French  History 

7  Modern  Italy — History 

8  Shakespeare's  King  John;  by  Mrs.  IL  A.  Davidson 

9  Shakespeare's    King    Richard     Second;     ])y    Mrs.     H.     .\. 

Davidson 

10  Shakespeare's   King    Henry    Fourth.    Part    I.- IT.;    by   Mrs. 

H.  A.  Davidson 

11  Sliakespe:«re's  King  Henry  Fifth;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson 

12  United  States  History — Discovv-ry  and  Exploration  (out  of 

print) 

13  United  States  History- -Colonial  I'eriod  (out  of  print) 

14  United  States  History    -Revolution    (out  of  print) 

If)   United  States  History- -Formation    Period,    1783-1817 
1(>   United  States  History     Expansion   Period.  1817-1860 

17  United  States  History-   Civil     War     and      Reconstruction. 

1860-187()   (out  of  print) 

18  United    States    History    -From    Reconstruction    to    date. 

1876  (out  of  print) 

19  Travel  in  the  T'nited  States  (out  of  print) 

20  French  art 

21  American  literature   (out  of  print) 

22  English   Literature      Early  Victorian   Period 

23  Wisconsin  History 

Wisconsin   library   bulletin.  .January.    1905.   to   date.      (Monthly  ex- 
cept for  August  and  September.)     $1.00  the  year. 
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WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


Ejt  Officio: 

KmvAKi)  A.  Bii«JK,  Prr.sidcnl  of  thv  I'nuvrsifj/  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Madison. 

(-iiARLHs  P.  Caky,  State  Superintendent,  Madison. 

J()SKi»ii  SrHAi'p:R,  Superintendent,  State  Historical  Society, 
Madison. 

Appointed  hy  the  Governor: 
Kmu.  I5ai:ns('I1,  Manitowoc. 
A.  L.  IvKKiTZKK,  Wausau. 

Officers: 

EMiTi   Bai:ns('H,  Chairninn. 
•JoSKPii  ScHAFKR,    Vicc  (Ixaimuin. 
M.vrriiKW  S.  Dilmjkon,  Secretary. 


Ma(iisoii,  Wis.,  ,hily  1,  VXli), 

To  Hon.  Kmantkl  L.  I'iiiiji^p,  (iorernor: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  hcivwitli  tlie  thirt(M'nth  bionnia! 
ropoil  of  the  Wisconsin  Fr(»e  Ijibrary  Commission,  as  prepared 
by  the  secretary,  under  tlic  provisions  of  section  4I].0n  of  the 
Wiseonsin  Statutes,  and  eoverin<r  the  period  from  July  1,  1918. 
to  June  :](),  11)20. 

Kespectfidly  sidunitted, 

P]mil  Bai:ns('}i, 

(liairtnan. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

It  is  the  function  of  the  Library  Commission  to  spe  that  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  t\\o  state,  has  access  to  good  books. 

This  means  books  of  all  kinds — books  that  will  help  the  worker 
in  his  work,  books  ihat  inspire  younp  people,  books  that  cheer  up 
and  furnish  recreation  for  (everybody.  This  is  how  the  Commis- 
sion works: 

von  THOSK  r.IVING   IN  CITIKS 

There  should  be  a  public  library  in  every  village  and  city  to 
make  it  possible  for  the  worker  to  have  books  treating  of  his  line 
of  work;  for  the  teacher  and  pupils  in  school  to  have  books  suiteJ 
to  school  use:  for  doctors,  lawyers,  and  iniuisters  to  get  the  sort 
of  books  they  need;  for  housewives  to  have  access  to  books  on 
domestic  economy:  for  officials  to  have  books  which  give  informa- 
tion on  all  public  questions. 

It  is  the  function  of  the  Libiary  Toiu mission  to  help  eve  ry  com- 
munity get  such  a  public  library  and  to  see  that  every  established 
library  is  propeily  organized  and  oi)erated;  to  make  sure  that 
evei*y  librarian  is  operating  the  library  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  community;  to  arrange  to  send  from  Madison  to  the 
library  for  the  us»»  oi  citizens,  any  ne<?de(l  books  which  are  not  in 
the  local  pAblic  library. 

VittitM  to  city  libraries.  Th«^  Commission  sends  its  trained  or- 
ganizers to  every  laiblic  library  once  or  twice  or  more  times  every 
year.  These  workers  supervise  and  insiM.'ct.  but  th(5ir  chief  duty 
Is  to  help,  advise  and  cooperate.  For  two  months-  February  and 
March — the  Commission  has  between  thirty  and  fortv  workers, 
students  from  the  libiary  school,  out  in  tlu*  libraries  of  the  state 
helping  to  oruanize  and  riMMuanize.  to  catalogue,  to  inaugurate 
school  work,  and   to  reach  and  serve  the  public  generally. 

Kmphasis  is  naturally  placed  upon  aid  to  the  smaller  libraries 
In  communities  which  are  unable  to  i)ay  lor  trained  workers.  The 
help  thus  rendered  to  the  Wisconsin  public  librari«»s  without 
charge  during  the  last  two  years  would  cost  tin-  librari«>s  $lli,0<»n 
to  $ir>,0(H»  if  they   were  to  liirn  the  work  dnui*. 
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Blotter  lNM>kM.  The  Commission  publishes  monthly  lists  of  new 
books  recommended  for  current  purchase,  it  makes  up  lists  of 
books  to  be  bought  by  libraries  increasing  their  stock,  it  sends  out 
various  collections  ot  books  to  libraries  which  need  them,  includ- 
ing special  collections  even  to  some  of  the  larger  libraries;  I^ 
stands  ready  to  mail  out  prepaid  any  volume  which  the  local  li- 
brary needs  in  its  work. 

FOR  THOSE  LIVING   IN  THE  COUNTRY 

More  than  half  the  people  in  the  state  do  not  live  where  there 
are  public  libraries.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Cammission  to  see  thai 
these  «et  the  books  just  as  freely  and  easily  as  if  they  were  near 
a  public  library. 

Traveling  libraries.  Any  community  in  the  state  which  has  no 
public  library  can  get  a  "traveling  library"  by  sending  to  the 
(-oni mission.  These  are  boxes  of  carefully  selected  books  sent 
free  of  charge  except  that  the  local  community  is  asked  toj  pay  the 
small  freight  charges.  The  books  come  about  fifty  in  a  box,  but  if 
more  than  one  box  is  needed  three  or  four  will  be  sent.  They  go 
to  rural  schools,  country  stores,  lumber  camps,  rural  homes.  Any 
Kroup  of  people  can  obtain  one — a  woman's  club,  a  school  board, 
a  boy  scout  troop,  or  any  live  citizens  who  ask  for  it. 


TKAVELINCJ  LIIJKAKY  SERVICE-IT  SHOWS  A  STEADY  GROWTH 


19lltt  lU 

395 

75 
834 

1914-15 

880 

236 
1464 

1915-16 

1034 

25) 
1083 

1916-17 

1917-18 

1232 
2117 

I918-19 

lbl»-28 

Number  of  difforent  cointnunl- 
llei  s»»rvf»(l 

1194 

340 
1978 

1393 

418 
II»5 

1390 

Number  of  iii*.w  ami  resiuiZKHl 

stations 

Niirnbpr  rB(iupsL<i  filled     ...  ... 

41C 

i:-42 
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COUNTIES  RECEIVING  STA.TE  TRAVELING  LIBRARIES 


County 

No. 

1 

.;    24 
.      31 
.,    42 
.:    40 
.     20 
.     23 
.     31 

•     I^ 
.      2U 

.     56 

.     15 

.      11 

.,    65 

6 

.1    35 

.     16 

:■  18 

6 

.'    36 
•.    11 

.      13 

.      31 

.     35 

.<     18 

.      ^0 

.'    10 

.=    23 

.      11 

..'    24 

4 

..     24 

..'    12 

..     15 

...    38 

..,    25 

County 

No. 

Adams 

Marinette.. 

13 

Ashland 

Mar(iuett(* 

21 

Barron 

Milwaukee..... 

55 

Bayfleld 

Mon  roe 

34 

Brown 

Ocon  to. 

15 

BulTalo  

Onolda 

22 

Burnett 

Ouiaifamie 

26 

Calumet 

O/aukec 

11 

Chiupewa 

I  Vi)ln 

PitM  re 

Polk 

7 

Clark  

18 

Columbia 

49 

Crawford 

l*i>rt!Hfe 

5 

Dane 

1*1  i<«o 

56 

Dodtf e 

Kat'int* 

2K 

Door 

Doutrlas 

Klchland 

Itock 

23 
ftO 

Dunn 

Kusk ' 

52 

Eau  Claire .... 

St.  Civix 

52 

tlorenoe 

Sauk 

SawyiT 

1  Sliawano 

22 

Fond  du  Lac. . 

28 

Forest 

22 

(irant 

1  Shebovi/an 

20 

(ireen 

Taylor 

27 

(ireen  Lake.... 

1  Tromiiealeau 

16 

Iowa 

.  Vornon 

37 

Iron 

Vilas 

32 

Jackson 

Walworth 

30 

.Icfforson 

Washburn 

38 

Juneau. 

1  WashiiiCton  

27 

Kenosha....... 

Waukesha 

51 

Kewaunee 

.  Waunaca 

20 

La  Cros.s*' 

Waushara 

30 

Laf ay«'tte   .... 

!  WinnelKifo 

8 

Lantrlade 

Wooil 

12 

Lincoln 

Tot  a1 

Manitowoc .... 

l8ttS 

Marathon 

! 

Total 
in)n 

number  of  dltterent 
Diries 

numtier  reached  by 

number  reached  by 

commu 

nlties  reached  by  state  traveling 
1,883 

county 
study  c 

Total 

traveling  libraries i 

i53 

Total 

lul)  libraries 

48 

2.4i^4 

S|>ocial  collection.  Any  coiunninity  can  get  a  .selected  group  oi 
books  on  any  special  subject,  whother  it  be  books  on  dairying,  po- 
tato growing,  or  other  phases  of  agriculture,  on  motor  mechanics, 
on  business,  on  municipal  problems,  or  a  special  selection  on 
poetry,  drama,  history,  economics,  or  travel.  Such  special  groups 
will  be  sent  separately  or  they  may  be  added  to  traveling  libraries. 
For  example,  the  Commission  has  a  large  assortment  of  books  on 
agricultural  subjects — over  three  hundred  different  titles  some  of 
them  duplicated  as  many  as  thirty  or  torty  times.  These  are  at 
the  disposal  of  every  community  in  the  state.  No  one  who  needs 
books  on  farming  need  go  without. 

Ik>okH  by  niaiL  Any  individual  in  the  state  who  wishes  a  par- 
ticular book  which  he  does  not  own  or  cannot  secure  locally 
simply  writes  to  the  traveling  library  department  at  Madison.  If 
the  book  can  be  obtained  that  department  will  send  it  to  him  bv 
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mail  postage  prepaid.  There  are  books  on  every  conceivable  sub- 
ject from  raising  potatoes  to  organizing  a  bank.  There  are  books 
for  every  profe.ssiunul  niun  as  well.  In  this  way  all  state  owne<i 
books  at  Madison  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  every  citizen. 

Ik><»ks  for  rural  siIhmiIs.  Almost  every  teacher  in  the  state 
needs  either  for  herself,  her  pupils  or  for  the  people  in  the  com- 
munity, books  which  cannot  be  secured  locally.  The  Commission 
makes  a  special  effort  to  provide  such  books.  It  will  (1)  send  a 
regular  traveling  library  by  freight;  (2)  send  special  groups  ot 
books  by  mail  at  the  teacher's  reiiuest;  or  (3)  send  by  i^repaid  mail 
any  single  book  which  any  teaclier  or  pupil  wishes. 


PARCEL  IM.'^T  SERVICE 
**l  nvlv  iium   hrliiiCN   It   t«»  your  dour** 


I'ictlon 


1914  ir> :  251 

I91.'i  16    i  K41 

lttl6  17 !  I.UIU 

1»I7  18 2.;«r> 

1»1K  19 r,,H78 

1919  20 7.043 


NOM- 

AjrriiMd 

ticlioii 

luri- 

HII 

181 

1.07U 

L'.'ifi 

l.i)7-> 

177 

2.702 

S9H 

.'i.7.Hn 

112 

6.017 

4:'3 

Juvunlle 


2.li8l 
.t.SNO 
8.4.''i8 


Keriufsts 
tilled 


1.362 
1.714 
4.S7.1 
fSJKH 
10.906 


Total 
Voluoifs 


2.176 

2.8«:' 

S  171 
21.941 


TIIK  TJHKAUY   SCHOOL 

There  are  relatively  few  perstms  who  k«ow  how  to  run  a  library 
so  that  the  people  in  tln«  coninuinity  will  get  the  best  possible  use 
from  the  books.  Hence  tlie  (Commission  conducts  the  librar) 
seho(»l  to  train  librarians  both  for  public  libraries  and  for  school 
libraries.  The  library  school  gives  a  full  nine  months*  course 
from  Sej)ien»ber  to  June  each  year.  It  gives  a  special  six  we<*k3* 
sumnu'r  c(Mirs«-  foi*  the  employ ci's  of  Wisconsin  public  libraries  who 
have  not  had  sullicient  pn?liminary  training  in  library  science, 
it  also  gi\es  special  training  throughout  the  year  and  in  the  sum- 
mer session  for  tliosr  who  ar«'  to  conduct  libraries  in  the  public 
schools. 

liilH*ari<'N  ^et  MHiK^hiiii*-  for  noihini*:.  The  people  of  the  state 
protit  largely  because  of  ih«'  existence  of  the  library  school.  Ib 
order  to  make  the  library  ((mrse  practical  and  to  connect  up  prac- 
ticf  with  th<'ory.  the  sfndents  ol"  the  library  school  are  required  to 
speml  the  months  of  FHbrnary  and  March  doing  library  work  ia 
the  libraries  ot"  the  state,  liy  the  time  the  students  go  out  for  this 
lield  woik  fhe>  have  i'<'(«Mv<'d  a  very  considerable  amount  of  tech- 
nical training  and  are  prnpared  to  do  skilled  professional  work  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  library  school  in.structors  and  under  the 
sup<>rvisioiL  of  lo(;aI  librarians.  It  can  be  easily  computed  that  if 
each  of  thirty  six  stu(l»Mits  each  year  performs  two  months'  worlti 
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a  total  of  seventy-two  months'  work  is  performed,  the  equivalent 
of  six  trained  workers  working  continuously  for  a  year.  It  may 
be  safely  said  that  the  field  work  done  by  these  students  without 
charfi:e  during  the  last  biennial  period  has  been  worth  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  the  various  public  libraries  in  the 
state.  Meanwhile  each  student  is  having  a  splendid  tniining  in 
practical  library  work — he  is  "learning  by  doing.*' 

Library  Hchool  ^rafluates  hcmmIcmI.  That  there  is  a  demand  for 
the  graduates  of  the  library  school  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
last  year  long  prior  to  graduation  day  every  prospective  graduate 
had  secured  a  position.  It  would  have  been  possible  in  fact,  to 
have  secured  positions  for  three  times  as  many  graduates. 

During  the  biennial  period  00  students  have  graduated  from 
the  full  one  year's  course  In  the  librarv  school,  24  workers  In 
Wisconsin  public  libraries  have  attended  summer  sessions  and 
have  gone  back  to  their  libraries  better  equipped  for  their  work 
with  the  public,  while  88  have  taken  the  teacher  librarian  courses 
and  are  working  in  the  school  libraries  of  the  state. 


THK    COMMISSION   SF.UVES    LEQISLATORS 

The  Legislative  Reference  Library  was  established  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  to  the  legislators  such  information  as  would 
help  them  in  passing  upon  proposed  legislation.  Special  efforts 
are  mode  to  provide  information  upon  all  existing  laws  similar  to 
those  that  are  under  consideration.  All  information  is  collected, 
digested,  organized,  put  in  the  briefest  possible  form,  and  in- 
dexed, so  that  any  legislator  may  get  full  information  upon  short 
notice,  and.  if  necessary,  take  the  material  to  the  committee 
room. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  department,  as  each  subjcn^t  arises,  to  In- 
form legislators: 

(1)  Whether  therr  is  or  has  1m  en  a  law  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject   in   any   other  state  or  country. 

(2)  Whether   such   a    law    has   succeeded   or   failed,   and    why. 
(H)      What   changes,    if   any.   experience   shows   should   be   made 

in   the  law. 

(4)  Whether  bills  on  the  same  subject  have  been  previously 
introduced  in  the  Wisconsin  legislature,  or  elsewhere. 

(5)  What  those  who  know  most  about  the  subject  think  of  the 
proposed  legislation. 

It  drafts  bills  f«>r  lej»islalors.  The  legislative  library  maintains 
during  the  legislative  session,  a  staff  of  stenographers  and  drafts- 
men— trained  and  experienced  lawyers — who  are  prepared  to  do 
the  clerical  and  technical  work  of  getting  the  bills  ready  for  In- 
troduction. It  is  the  purpose  to  make  it  possible  for  any  legislator 
to  secure  a  properly  drawn  bill  on  any  subject,  worded  so  as  to 
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cniborly  the  legislator's  ideas  as  to  what  shuuld  be  in  the  law. 
In  ev<!ry  case,  ho\vev(»r.  tho  logislator  is  roquired  to  give  written 
directions  as  to  the  contents  of  the  bill  since  it  is  the  primary 
principle  of  the  department  that  the  bill  must  embody  the  legis- 
lator's id«as  and  wishes  rather  than  any  draftsman's  or  other 
person's. 

lieKi'^hitoi's  use  the*  de|>artnient.  That  the  drafting  work  i? 
appreciated  by  the  legislators  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the 
last  legislative  session  132  out  of  the  133  assemblymen  and  senators 
called  up<m  the  department  for  drafting  services.  During  the 
session.  th«'s<»  legislators  fU<'d  l'.»84  requests  for  drafts  of  bills, 
resolutions,    and    other    lepislative   documents. 


SPKCMAL  WORK 

TiilHM'ciiI<»sis  sannloriiims.  The  Commission  has  set  asidf" 
twenty  traveling  libraries  for  use  in  the  tuberculosis  sanatorium^! 
of  thr  state.  The  stat«'  sanatorium  at  Statesan  is  the  center  of 
this  .system.  As  a  county  or  other  local  sanatorium  gets  through 
with  a  box  of  books  it  is  sent  to  Statesan  in  exchange  for  a  ne\^ 
lot  of  books. 

The  Commission  has  also  deposited  at  Statesan  a  general  supply 
of  technical  and  other  books  which  upon  request  are  sent  out  by 
parcel  post  to  readers  in  tuberculosis  .sanatoriums  throughout  the 
state. 

No  book  which  is  once  u.*<*'d  in  a  tuberculosis  sanatorium  is  ever 
withdrawn  for  use  in  any  other  place. 

OccupalUmal  therapy.  The  last  legislature  provided  for  a 
director  of  occupational  therapy  for  the  county  tuberculosis  sana- 
toriums in  the  state.  The  rommissioii  has  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  director  sucli  liooks  as  will  assist  in  providing  suitable 
occupation    for   patients. 

Sholl  shocked  sei^ice  men.  The  rommission  has  made  a 
special  effort  t(»  placi*  bcxiks  a!  the  disposal  of  exHservice  men  who 
are  in  the  variriiis  hospitals  in  the  state.  A  very  considerable 
supply  of  books  has  been  sent  to  the  Vnited  States  hospital  for 
shell  shocked  nn-n  at  Uest   Haven  in  Waukesha. 

P.uoks  which  an»  ns«'d  in  occupational  therapeutics — books  on 
carpentry,  baskrt  making,  rope  making  and  similar  booka.  have  bc^n 
furnished  Idr  tho  psychiatric  institute  at  Mendota,  where  large 
nunjbers  of  sli<»ll  shocked  men  are  receiving  treatment.  Book? 
have  also  been  jirovided  for  ex-service  men  who  are  in  other  in- 
stitutions so  far  as  their  needs  can  be  learned. 


i 


'11 


rillRTKKNTH    BiKNNIAL  RkI'ORT 


11 


BOOKS  A   SUBSTITUTE   FOR  SCHOOL  AND   COLLEGE 

It  is  only  a  few  of  the  younger  citizens  of  the  state  who  are 
able  to  leave  their  work  and  attend  schools  or  colleges.  Many  older 
people  and  many  young  people  as  well  are  anxious  to  educate 
themselves  either  in  general  or  in  some  special  line  of  work. 

The  Commission  has  made  provision  for  these  in  its  Study  Club 
department. 

If  a  group  of  people  is  organized  to  study  any  particular  sub- 
ject the  Commission  prepares  and  sends  to  them  a  special  selec 
tion  of  books  covering  the  subject  to  be  studied.  It  sends  col- 
lections of  books  to  those  who  are  taking  university  extension 
w^ork,  to  women's  study  clubs,  to  Equity  locals,  and  to  other  groupii 
of  people  who  are  interested  in  any  special  subject. 

If  a  person  wishes  to  study  it  will  send  him  by  mail,  prepaid, 
almost  any  book  which  he  desires,  and  will  help  to  select  other 
books  which  might  meet  his  needs. 


TOTAL  REQITE»T»  FILLED 


1015-16 

1916-17 

1917-18 

1918-19 

1919-20 

Throuirh  Travellnir  Libraries 

1,083 
1.362 

1.078 
1,714 

3.692 

2,117 
4.878 

6.490 

1.535 
6.188 

1.542 

Through  Parcel  Post 

10.906 

Total  Bee juests 

2.445 

7,723 

12,448 

BOOKH  SENT,  1919-1920 


Books  in  trarellnir  library  boxes 55,830 

Books  sent  parcel  post  from  travelinsr  library 21,941 

Booics  sent  parcel  post  throuirh  study  club 4,064 


81.885 


COUNTY  TRAVELING  LIBUAUIES 


The  law  provides  that  any  county  in  the  state  may  establish 
a  traveling  library  system.  These  traveling  libraries  are  under 
the  general  supervision  of  this  Commission.  Sixteen  counMe:? 
have  established  such  systems,  the  result,  of  course,  being  that 
the  inhabitants  of  these  counties  are  better  served  than  are  the 
residents  in  other  counties,  since  in  these  counties  boo'ks  ownei 
by  both  the  county  and  the  state  are  available.  In  those  16  coun- 
ties there  is  a  total  of  22.309  volumes  sent  out  from  the  county 
headquarters  to  library   stations. 
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COINTV  Ti:\Vr.MN(.  r.IltlJARV  SVSTKMJa 

(l"'or  ciUTeiil  y«»ar  only  uiilt'!»>  ollwrwiM*  iiidiitat'iri 


Cuunty 


llcadiiuartt'i- 


CTiioul  I-' 
Vol...       ,.a>io..»  ^J."."!..! 


No.  of      Ai'liv*' 


riiMo«liai. 


Coliuiiiila Poitau't' . 

Dodt;** luiican.. 

Doutrlas i^uiH'rlor. 


Eati  (Mai re 

.feffcrsoii 

La  C*rt»'**»»* 

Laii(;laiic 

MarliU'iii' 

Milwaukee 

Oconlo 

Porta»rn 

Sauk 

Tn'miM»al«'au.  ... 

\Vinnt«tja»;o 

Wood 


Fail  rial r.« 

.ll'ITlM-'it)!! 

Lu  C'roNSi; 

AiMijro 

MaitiM'lt** 

Milwaukci' 

Oi'onln 

Steven*  Point.... 

l.ailyNtiiilli 

HaralMX) 

\Vhit«'halI 

O^hkosh  

(irand  UapliN.... 


3.10(1 
1.H32 
1.46K 


2  Am 


2.1M1 
1  7(i7 

noil 

2.2CM 


2.  WTO 
1.7XH 


33 
-2 

4'.» 


3!l 

rj 

.16 
41 
21 
14 
47 
14 
41 
3t) 


3.  mo 


1.9f)l 
1.79* 
«.142 
ir)4.S77 
«.X75 
2.21K) 

2,3:4 


».K30 
2,0.13 


Mr««.  M.  O.  (n^urau 
Kniiiia  To/ ft 
Rlaiurhe  t'lilcr- 

klivlu^r 
Laura  Olscii 

Lilly  HoriTs<'n 
Urart*  E»te» 
iiladys  Andrew-) 


Laiiihia  \V«'rt 
Alalti<t  L.  .Mi'Malion 
Kale  Poller 
Miss  A.  F.  Chaffw^ 
Edith  Van  Eaian 
Olco  fiolliein 


LIHKARIE"!  IN  SPATE  IN.STlTrTli»NS 


Name  of  liisiitntloii 


IMatM" 


I 


No.  uf  !  No.  of 

lK)uiid  j   pain- 

vuI.N-   iphl**ls 

I 


Total 


Llbiarian 


Central  llo^p  for  rnsant^. 
Ilonu*  f«»r  l'>»'h.«»-.MhuIiMl. . 
Indus.  S(*li:)ol  lor  Hoy<  .... 

Indus.  .^i'Uo'jI  for  CiirK 

Normal  Srhool 

Normal  Sttlui" »l 

Normal  School 

Normal  <iMiool 

Normal  School 

Normal  Scl.o.il 

Normal  Siriiool 

Normal  .•^.•litml 

Normal  S.MH)-.)I 

Norili'TM  Ho^p.  for  I  sixain* 

Hfh(M>l  for  Hliiid 

l^clMKil  for  Deaf 

StatH  IIUtoriiMl  ."^oolcly.... 
SI  alt*  llv)si)ii.'il  (or  ln.<>an<*. 

Stato  Law  Liijrary 

Stale  I'riioii 

sta'e  krronu-.iiory 

SlaU'  Sell  'ol   for  l)»'iM'nd- 

«'nt  riiildn  II 

Stat«  TnlMM'«ruloNU'*analo- 

rlnm 

"*out|j»»rn  \Visi'on>lii  Horn*' 
TonriliawU  Lak«»  ('a  np. ... 
rniVfTsity  of  Wis  •on««in.. . 


Waupun 

CiiipiM'ua  ralK. . 

Waukc.stiu 

Milvvauki-e 

Kail  I 'lain* 

L:i  (!r(j>s»'     

Mliwaiikei* 

<)<tl)ki»li 

I'latl«niil'» 

Ulvcr  Fa  IK 

."*h'\«'n«»  roin;  . . . 

SmMMior 

\\  hit«'vvaM»r 

\VnuM'li.i:,'«» 

.Ian»".vlll«» 

he!  a  van 

.Madison 

.M»*iidoia   

Muitisiin 

Waiipnii 

(in-i'ii  H:i.\    


2r»7  90  3."»7  ,  Dr.  .1.  8.  Hixiwii 

li7ri    675     M  rs.  c  i  ifi  t  a  E.  I  >al'«Hi 

2  200         r>on      2.70U     C.  I!.  Froctniuin); 


.*!.  l.'lO 

13.44.") 

30  793 

0  41' I 

13.0K(i 


2,000 
5,.')0<l 
2.40U 
2.00U 
2.»0U 


7  ir.0 

IH.»4r> 
33, 103 
I|.4.'4 

ij,r>}(6 


14  snfi 
lO.Ro:- 

14.444 

2..".0.J 
fi.  SOR 


3.M44 

l.-'iOO 

U.Oi.U 

-,0=1 

43ii 


IK.XIO 

I2.IU.1 

1.1.344 

3.000 


•JlR,)«ls    22M.I32    445.!i:,fl 


Winlfri'd  WinnN 
Floreiii'eS.  Wustf 

DHIa  c.  «>vit/ 
MalvlnaO.  riar.M.n 

Beo  A.  Gardner 

Eloanor  W.  WoKtH 
flarriiM  L.  Eaton 
Lucy  E    riiatciier 
P^miiia  Austin 
Tlioiesa  huda 
Mr?».  H«»l«ai  >haro 
.los»»pli  ^t'liafer 


70.000     20.000 
3.211  ION 

l,r.4'<  .  O.S 


'pan  a 


1.10 


200 


OO.uOu  (iilsoii  (i.  (ilasier 

3..V»il  IlenrjTown 

2,316  t).  E.  HiikfonI 

;r,0  Dr.  L.  IL  Prince 


'•latc'xiin 

I'nioii  <;iMV»»  . 
T')inili.iwi»    .. 
^ladivjM  .  . . .  , 


.    i.sr> 

.'4' 

06 

.  276. nOO 


•  •  ■  •  •  I 


i4.0i)J   330,000 


Ella  Wolf** 
242     Dr.  H.  O.  Weruer 
96 

Waltor  M.  Smiih 


LIIJKAliY    Li:(JlSLATI()X    UKC'UMMENDED 


\Vhil«»  ii  is  piissihly  trur.  tlun  tlio  long  range  traveling  library 
and  i»;ir(«'l  post  library  spiviof  furnished  to  rural  residents  Id 
Wisconsin  is  unsurpassed  by  similar  service  rendered  iu  any  other 
stato.  tlio  tiniu  has  «-oin«.'  in  ilie  development  of  the  state  when 
from    an    oducaMonal    standpoint    the    people   should    have    large' 
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library  facilities  close  at  hand.  To  accomplish  this  some  form  of 
roiinty   library   service   seems   to  be  required. 

Ikiuiity  library  laws.  There  is  a  law  applicable  to  Milwaukee 
only,  (Ch.  296  laws  of  1»13.  Ch.  136  laws  of  1917)  under  which 
the  city  library  serves  the  entire  county  through  branches  and 
deposit  stations.  The  expense  is  in  the  first  instance  paid  by  the 
county  but  is  then  cbarKt'd  back  against  the  various  towns,  cities, 
and  villages,  each  paying  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  library 
service    actually    rendered. 

The  Commission  recommends  that  this  law  be  made  applicable 
to  the  other  counties  in  th«  state  and  thai  further  provision  be 
made  permitting;  a  direct  contract  between  the  county  and  the 
public  library  for  couiily  library  service,  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
general  county  funds.  We  suggest  also  that  a  law  permitting 
the  establishment  of  an  entirely  new  county  library  system  should 
bo  enacted  to  be  used  in  those  counties  where  no  adequate  public 
library  facilities  are   w.thin  reach. 

(Vrtillcatioii  of  lihiai'iaiis.  I^ibrarianship  is  now  recognized 
as  a  profession,  yet  so  far  there  are  no  professional  standards 
such  as  are  provided  for  teachers  and  all  other  professional  work- 
ers. Such  an  omission  would  s^eeni  to  be  an  oversight.  The  re- 
sult is  that  oftt  n  iniompc'teni  persons  are  employed  to  the  detri- 
ment of  public  service. 

The  Commission  recommends  that  legislation  be  enacted  some- 
what similar  in  its  character  to  the  law  relative  to  teachers'  cer- 
tificates. It  will  tend  to  improve  the  standards  of  public  libraries 
and  to  raise  the  effectiveness  of  library  service  throughout  the 
state. 

The  Wisconsin  Library  Association  has  recommended  this  legis- 
lation and  will  doubtless  pr(>sent  proposed  bills  to  the  legislature 
at   its  ensuing  session. 

A|»|»ro|>Hatioii.s.  The  great  demand  from  industrial  and  com- 
mercial concerns  as  well  as  in  public  oflices  for  persons  with  li- 
brary training  has  dratted  many  trained  per.sons  out  of  the  li- 
brary profession.  The  better  wases  prevailing  in /these  fields  tends 
to  make  it  very  dillicult  to  obtain  trained  persons  for  public  libraries. 
Kverything  purchased  by  the  library  from  coal  to  encyclopedias 
has  increased  in  price  and  it  costs  probably  twice  as  much  as  it 
formerly  cost  to  run  a  public  library.  There  is  at  present  in  the 
s»atc  however  a  stiitinieiit  to  increase  the  appropriation  for  li- 
brary purposes,  maUin;;  it  possible  to  raise  the  salaries  which  even 
five  years  ago  were  altoKe:h«M'  inadequate.  While  thf'  power  of 
determining  the  amount  to  be  raised  ior  library  purposes  should 
continue  to  he  v«stf»d  in  the  local  municipal  authorities,  there 
are  some  municipalities  whicli  are  limited  as  to  library  appropri- 
ation by  tlie  stale  statute,  this  making  it  impossible  to  raise  funds 
which  are  adecjuate  under  existing  conditions.  Thus  hampered 
by  limitations  of  state  creat.on  the  ditliculty  should  be  remedied 
by   legislative  amendments. 
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LIHRARV  BniLDINOS  IN  WISCONSIN' 


IM&c< 


lH>iior 


A  mo  II II I 


Annual 
m&tiiteiiaiice' 
fund         ! 


I 


Antiiro 

Apyh'loii' 

Arcadia 

A^hlar.d 

HaratMto 

Harroii 

Hay  Hold 

Heaver  Daiii 

Hidolt 

H.rllii 

Hla<k  Uiver  FalI^ 

Blulr' 

rhliHM'wa  rails... 

rUnl.mvllle 

C'olfa\« 

Columbus 

CunilH*rlaiid 

Darllneton 

iielavaii 

DoP.Mpi 

hurand 

Kau  (Main* 

Edtft'i'ton 

Elkhorn 

Flro.v 

Evaiisvllle 

Fond  du  Lar. 

Vovt  Atkinson 

l'o\  Lake 

<iali»sville 

Gruen  Hay 

llartfonl' 

Ilaywanl 

llud.>oii 

.lanesvlllr 


■••■■•• 


Andrew  rarnejrie.... 
Ciiy  and  V.  M.C.  A.. 

Andrew  Cariieifif 

Vautfhn  Family 

Andn'W  Carnejri»"  ... 
Andrew  Cariu'iiie.... 
Andrew  (?arneKie.... 

,l..l.  William'* 

A»  drrwCarnekrie..., 
Andrew  (^ari)e»;ie. . . 
Andrew  Cariiei^le  — 

Andrew  f'arnf*rle 

Aiuln  w  Carni'^le 

V\ly 

Andn'W  Cariieule 

A ndre w  Carnetf le 

A  lid  re  w  rarne>ri«' 

James  Aram 

City 

A  ndn-w  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carni'tfl*' 

Ami  re  w  Cain«'Srle 

('.  K.  Sprajfue  Hlook 

.\ndrew  CariH'trie 

Alnioii  Fa»;er 

I  Andrew  Cariie»rie  

II.  K.  Soulhwall 


Sl.^.iHX) 

40.0UO 

5.U00 


f4.042 
8.U00 


15.00(1 
fi.SCO  ■ 
10.UOU 
25.000 
25.000  . 
10.000 
10.000 

••••■••■■ 

20.00(1    I 
9,000    ■ 


10.  OIK? 
10.000 
10.000 
20.000 


7.500  I 
40.0C0  ■ 
10.000 


10.000 
10.0(10 
30.000 
10.000 


,leffers»in.. 
Kaukaiiiih 
Kenosha  .. 
KIliKUini .. 
I..:i  ('ros.Me.. 


Ladysmitli 

I-ake  (itiieva 

r.ake  Mills 

Laneastor 

Liidi' 

Madison ' 

Madtion  Hranoh 

ManltowcK* \ 

Marinette    ' 

Marsliti*-ld> 

Ma.lfonl 

Mena^ha 

Menominee 

Merrill 

Milwaukee 

Miiit>ral  Point" 

Monru»' 

Mo-sliiee 

Neenah  

Nelllsvllfi' 

New  r«i)iidoii 

North  Freedurn 


Hunli.-k  Family 

.\  ml  re  w  Carnetrie 

City 

.\  lul re w  C'arnoL'ii^ 

.■\ ndiew  Carneifie 

)  .\iidr«*w  Carneifie 

'  Kid  red 

.\iulr«'W  ('ariHvIe 

Andrew  ('aineu'ie 

(i.  M.  SimuKins  

Andrew  Carnejfle  

»('.('.  Washiiuri 

'Cidman  Estaie 

A  ndre  w  Carnetj ie 

M  rs.  ( ieo.  St  urjri  s 

L.  I>.  Fuivo 

(i   W   Uyland 

(Mly 

A  ndn-w  ('arin*u'ie 

Andn'W  Carneirie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Isaac  Slt'iilU'iisuii 

C'Hy 


10.000 
12.000 
30.000' 
10.100 1 
10.000 
12.000 
150.000 
fl.OOO 
19.500' 
20.00O» 
10.000 
25,000 
10.000 


I 


Andrew  Carneirie 

E.  II.  Smith 

Cai>Taiii  and  Mrs.  Taliiter  .. 
.\ ndrew  Carneirie 


75.0001 
15. 000 ( 
25.000 
30.000 

fi.OOO 

20.000 

95.000 

15.000 

500.000 


Ciiy 

n.  K.  ami  W.  Ludlo.v.. 

.lo^iM'h  II«-.^»Ml 

»  \n«liow  Carneeli'   . . . 

'Clti/eii-. 

.\mlrpw  rarm'trie 

,V ndrew  (""ariuvle 


13.030 
10.  (KX) 

JO. 000 

10.000 
10.000 


Ot'oriomowoi'. 
Oconto 


\  Mr>.  r.  .\.  Valentin*- . 

•  Mr>.  (it'll.  Uulb'ii 

'  >lrs.  V.  1 1.  Armour  .•»r 
.Mrs.  lieu.  FaruNWorth. 


\ 


4.500 
.i       15.000 


1.000 
3.000 
l.KOO 
1.000 
1.400 
6.. 500 
2.000 
1.000 

200 
4.850 
2.. 500 

S50 
2.000 
1.300 
1.000 
3.200 
1,^42.65 
1.000 
7.7(H) 
1..500 
1.250 
l.UOO 
1.4(tO 
11.000 
3.100 

.500 

500 
9.10U 

700 
1.000 
2.000 

6.500 

2.400 
2.000 
44.474.10 
1.718.14 

11.660 

2.100 
2.665.62 
1.000 
1.000 


17.895.90 

8,229 
6.ficro 
4.500 
1.100 
6.433.82 

3.. 500 

147.000 

1.600 

2.400 

000 

4.469.19 

2.083.87 
1.750 
40 

2.300 

1.500 


I 


Daieuf 

ootu- 

panry 


1903 

"iiii' 

1913 
1904 

ixvl 

1903 
1904 
1915 
1916 
1903 
1916 
1911 
1912 
IMM 

\m 

IVOI 

iiof 

19(»i 

'iaw' 

19UH 
1904 
191« 


190S 

1)104 

190S 

1911 
IHB 
1900 
1913 

\m 
i9v: 

1816 
1902 
IHll 
19lf 

\m 

1904 
l!«S 

"m 
1^ 

Ifll 
1)(W 
1»14 

isio;; 
"m 


m 


Thirteenth  Biennial  Report 


27 


LIBRARY  BUILDINGS  IN  WldCONaiN-ConUnued 


Place 


OdhkcMh. 


Platteyille 

Plymouth 

Portafre' 

Prairie  du  Sac 

Racine 

Raclae  Brauch 

Iteedsbiirg , 

Rhlnelander , 

Bib  Lake 

Ulce  Lake , 

Rlcblaiid  Center .. . , 

Rlpon 

Shawano , 

Sheboyifau 

South  Milwaukee 

Sparta 

Spoouer 

l9  V  Wm  111  V  J      ••■■#••••••••■■ 

Stevens  Point. 

Stoutf  u  ton 

Siunfeon  Bay 

Superior 

Superior  Branch 

Thorp 

Tomah 


Donor 


3 Marshall  Harris.. 
(Philetus  Sawyer.. 
Androw  Carneffie. 
Andrew  Carneifie. 

City 

J.  S.  Tripp 

Andrew  Carnetfie. 
Andrew  Carnetfie. 
Andrew  Carnetfie. 
Andrew  Carnegie. 


Two  Rivers. 

Vlro<iua 

Washburn .. 
Watertown . 
Waukesha . . 
Waupaca.... 
Waupun .... 

Wausau. 

Wauwaiosa. 


West  AIUs. 

Wesll)y' 

Wnitehall 

Whitewater 

Williams  Bay 

WlMionsin  Rapids'. 


Andrew  Caruetrie, 
Andrew  Carneifie. 
Andrew  Carnei^ie. 
Andrew  Carnetfle. 
Andrew  Cardeirle. 
Andrew  Carneihe. 
Andrew  Cameirie. 

City 

•Mrs.  S.  F.  Moon.... 
Andrew  Carnegie. 
Andrew  Carnefflt*. 
Andrew  Caroeffie. 
Andrew  Oarneffle, 
Andrew  Carneifie. 


)  Andrew  Carncffie.... 

iCilizens 

3  Mrs.  Joseph  Mann . . . 
I  Andrew  Carnecrie. .  . 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie..... 

Andrew  Carnetrie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie  and 

Oiti^cens 

A  nd  re  w  Carnegie 

City 

Village  and  Clti/ens.. 
Fiava  While 


City 


Amount 


56,500 

12.500 
10.000 


12.000 
50.000 « 
10.000 f 
10.000 
15.000 


10.000 
lO.OGO 
15.000 
10.000 
35.000 
15.000 
12.000 


Annual 

malnt'nauce 

fund 


15.000 

22,000 

10.000 

12.300 

50.0001 

20. 000 t 


10.000< 
5.200f 
1.0001 
12.500  ( 
10.000 
IK. 000 
20.000 
15.000 
10.000 
12.000 
25.000 

11.000 
15,000 


8.598.60 

2,000 
1.754.65 
2,238.83 
630 

32,000 

2.000 
8.100 
200 
1.500 
1,800 
1.600 
1.000 
8.100.67 
2.700 
2.600 


1.821.75 
4.000 
2,600 
2.000 

24,000 

444.84 

2.500 

2.200 


1,800 

6.091.83 

5.500 

1.200 

2.800 

2.SI8.83 

2.800 

4.867 

200 


15.000    ! 


2.0U0 

i'ioo' 


Date  of 
occu- 
pancy 


>  Library  operated  in  special  auarters  In  municipal  building. 


1900 

1B15 
1915 


1918 

1904 

1912 
1004 


1905 
1905 
1906 
1616 
1903 
1906 
1908 
191.1 
1901 
1904 
1908 
1913 
31902 
a918 


1916 

1891 

1905 
1905 
1907 
1904 
1914 
1905 
1907 

1905 
1915 
1916 


1901 
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stati:mknt  of  prxus  availaijlk  to.  and  dishurskments 

HY.  THK  KUKK  LIHRAIiY  COMMISSION  FOR  WORK  OTHEK 
THAN   LKcnSLATlVK   UKFKRKNCK. 

Tor  Voai-  lOnilin^  .liiiu*  :tO,  tmn 

Funds  availahh': 

Halanc*'  on  hand.  July  1.  IIMS $    2.fi85.1»l 

Annual  appnipriaiion    32.(mm».im» 

livrripts: 

Subscriptions,  sali-s  of  puldications H3n.5i; 

Aid  granttMl  io  Library  School  by  rniver- 
sity      of      Wisionsin.      undiT      stvlion 

:<7:ia!n T.olMj.uii 

Tuition    r<M'»»lv«Ml    fn^ni    students   at    Lib- 
rary School   1.259.44 

$44,075.1*1 

hishnrsctti'nts: 

Pnrcliaso  of  books   ._ $    o.SHO.nS 

Kxpcnsf    niainiainint;    Library    (|uarters. 

ni'W  tMiuipiiuMit.  I'tc. 2.;'.47.1<* 

Salarit'S    and    waj^os.    including     1-  brary 

Sfho(d    sialT.    ira\<din^    libmry,    study 

club.    >j»'n»'ral    administration '^2. 417. 74 

Sul)S(Tiplions.  including  booklists,  i*tc ;l<)7.?»5 

TravtdinK    »»xptnsi'S 1,502. 40 

Insurant** 2HMM; 

Siation*'ry.     postam*.     fnMjriu.     printing. 

bindiuK.  «'Vpn"^-.  l«*b'jrrap!i    7.ol4.r>o 

llalnncf.  on  band,  .luh    1,   l!H!i_ 4JirM.oS 

$44.«'7nM 

I'or  V«'ar  r.ndinu  Jiinr  :tO,    1»24» 

Finuls  available: 

II:ilan««' on  band.  .Iul\    l.l!«l'« $    4.U57.08 

Annual  appiopriati»»n ..    41.5oo.00 

I'm  litis: 

.Sub^irripiioiis.  sai«s  of  piiblitalions 542. .^2 

Tuition    r»M»i\»Ml    from    sind<-nls    at    !-il»* 

rar\    School  1.1>37.80 

$4S.onT.:' 

Ji'isJun Si  III*  Ills : 

l*ur«hasi'  oi    boo'K>       .    $    i^.lIlo.lS 

i:xp«-n>»*      niaiiitainitiii      Library      School 

oiiarfcMs.  n»'\\   f  inipnifut    . ..  . l.;*65.10 

Salarii's    and     uaut>.     in- ludinji     Library 
School    SI  a  If.    irav.'lini:    library,    study 

rlub.  K''n»'ii»l  a'liiiini^iration 27,46!L85 

Subscriptions,  includiua  book  list.  i»ti- —  o28.05 

Travi'lini;  •'XpcMi*-' 1,504.6U 

Insuranro  .    210.06 

$48.0:iT.«" 

Siaiit»u»'r\ .     pt>slai:«'.      fr<'iiiht.     printiuK, 

binding.  t\pr«'^s.  ii  birraph — $    r»,163.01 

r.alanci-  on  hand  .luly   1.   l!tL'i> 1.8G3.79 


TlllUTKKNTII    IJiKNNlAL  RePOBI  29 


TATKMIONT  OF  FINDS  AVAILAI5LK  TO.  AND  DTRBlTItSKMExVTS 
HY.  THK  FKI!:K  LIMUAUY  COMMISSION  FOR  LEGISLATIVE 
UKFKHKNCK   AND   DRAFTING. 


Tor  Year  Ending  Jimo  .tO,  1]>lU 

Funds  available: 

Halance  on  hand  J-uly   1.  1018 $    0.705.81 

Annual  appropriation     21, 800. (H) 

1:11,50:,. SI 

Ustmrsrwrnts: 

Salaries   and    wages    in    LoKi.**laf ive    lief- 

erence   work $12.1Mi»».rw 

Salaries  and  wages.  Drafting  Department    ll,:}31.94 

Hooks  and  periodicals 360.56 

Insurance     72.00 

Supplies,     and     iniscellaneoiis     i)rinting, 
postage,    expre.ss,    telephone,    binding. 

etc. 630.10 

Halance  on  hand.  Jul\    1.  i:U:» »;, 106.36 

'■■   -  $3  1,505.81 


l-(»r  Year  KiidhiK  Juno  :S0,   IfKM 

Funds  ava.lable: 

Halance  on  hand.  July  1.  1010 $    6.106.36 

Annual  appropriation 21,So0.O0 

Receipts     11.40 

127,017.76 

>i.shiirst'mf'nts: 

Salaries   and    wage^    in    Legislativr    R(»l- 

erence  work    . $l7,120.f;7 

Salaries  an<l  uages.  Drarting  Depnrtineni      1.4  7K.S8 

Hooks  and  periodicals 420.85 

Traveling  expenses 31.87 

Insurance     72.00 

Supplies,     and     miscellaneous     printing, 
postage,    express,    telephone,    binding. 

etc.     576.07 

Ralance  on  hand  .Iul.\    1.   102o 8,216.43 

$27,017.76 


f 
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LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS 


Thf  publications  of  the  Coiuniission  are  sent  free  upon  applica- 
tion to  all  persons  within  the  state.  The  postpaid  price  to  those 
outside  the  state  is  noted  below.  Where  no  price  is  given  the 
publications  will  be  sent  free  upon  application. 

American    social   questions    (bibliographies)    each    10c. 

1  Negro  problem    (out  of  print) 

2  Immigration 

3  Labor 

4  Poverty 

5  Wealth 

6  Business    morals 
Anniversaries  and  holidays  (out  of  print) 
liiennial  report,  v.  1-13 

Check  list  of  journals  and  public  documents  of  Wisconsin.   1003 
Circulars     of  information: 

1  Establishing  a  library,  first  steps  (out  of  print) 

2  How  to  secure  a   traveling  library 

3  Suggestions  for  library  rules  and  regulations,  5c.   (out 

of  print) 

4  Magazines  for  the  small  library.   10c.      (out  of  print) 

5  Campaigning  for  a  public  library.  10c. 

6  Legislative  reference  department 

7  Traveling  libraries  in  Wisconsin 
I-iegislative  reference  department  bulletins:   each   12c. 

1  Railway  co-employmont  (out  of  print) 

2  Lobbying   (out  of  print) 

3  Corrupt  practices  at  ele<'tions  (see  No.  23) 

4  Exemption  of  wages    (out  of   print) 

5  Municipal   electric   lighting 

6  Trust  company  reserves  (out  of  print) 

7  Taxation  of  trust  companies  (out  of  print) 

8  Municipal  gas  lighting    (out  of  print) 

9  rJoycotting  (out  of  print) 

10  Blacklisting    (out    of   print) 

11  Initiative  and  referendum    (see  No.  25) 

12  The  recall   (out  of  print) 

13  Primary  elections 

14  Proportional    representation 

15  Juvenile    courts 

16  Telephones;   interchange  of  service 

17  Mortgage  taxation 

18  Municipal  home  rule  charters 
II)  Tenement  housf^  legislation,  state  and  local 

20  Accident  insurance  for  workingmen   (out  of  print) 

21  Initiative   and   referendum:    state   legislation    (see  No. 

25) 

22  Certified  public  accountants 

23  Corrupt   practices   (out  of  print) 

24  State  legislation  concerning  tuberculosis  > 

25  Initiative  and  referendum  (out  of  print)  I 
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Instructional  department  phamplets: 

1  Wisconsin  library  school.  1920 

2  Short  course,  library  school,   1920 

3  Picture    collections    in    small    libraries.    10c.     (out    of 

print) 

4  Supplementary    course,    library    school,    1908     (out    of 

print) 

5  Commercial  geography.   10c. 

6  Rooks  on   missions.   10c. 

7  How  to  care  for  books  in  a  library.   10c. 
List  of  books  for  girls  and  young  women 
Miscellaneous  pamphlets: 

Laws  of  Wisconsin  relating  to  libraries  and   the  free  li- 
brary commission 
Library  extension,  by  E.  A.  Birge,  1905   (out  of  print) 
New  types  of  small  library  buildings.     50c.  (out  of  print) 
One  hundred  popular  German  books   (out  of  print) 
Some  Wisconsin  Library  buildings 
Study  outlines:    10c,  each  Nos.  8-11  not  furnished  outside  the  state. 
They  may  be  procured  from  Mrs.  H.  A.  Davidson,  Clare- 
raont,  Calif. 

1  Japan 

2  Russia 

3  Canada 

4  Travel    in    Kngland    and    Wales 

5  Travel  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  (out  of  print) 

6  French   Ilistorv 

7  Modern    Italy — History 

8  Shakespeare's  King  John;  by  Mrs  H.  A.  Davidson 

n   Shakespeare's    King    Uichard    Second;     by    Mrs.    H.    A. 
Davidson 

10  Shakespeare's  King  Henry  Fourth,  Part  I-II;    by  Mrs. 

H.   A.    Davidson 

11  Shakespeare's  King  Henry  Fifth;  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  David- 

son 

12  United  States  History — Discovery  and  Kxploration   (out 

of  print) 

13  United  States  History-    Colonial  Period  (out  of  print) 

14  United    States   History — Revolution    (out   of   print) 

15  United   States  History — Formation   Period,   1783-1817 
Ifi   United   States   History — E.xpansion   Period.   1817-1860 

17  United   States    History — Civil  War  and   Reconstruction. 

1860-187fi    (out    of    print) 

18  United    Slat<'S    History — From    Reconstruction    to   date. 

1876    (out    of    print) 

19  Travel   in  the  United  States   (out  of  print) 

20  French  art 

21  American  literature  (out  of  print) 

22  Knglish  Lit<Tjituro — Karly  Victorian  Period 

23  Wisconsin   History 

Wisconsin   library    bulletin.  January.    190.^),   to   date.    (Monthly   ex- 
cept  for  August  and  September.)    |1.00   the  year. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

Practically  at  the  beginning  of  the  biennium  (August  15,  1920), 
Mr.  M.  S.  Dudgeon  resigned  as  secretary  to  take  the  librarianship  of 
the  Milwaukee  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Dudgeon  had  been  elected  secretary  of  the  Commission  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Henry  E.  Legler  upon  October  8,  1909.  For  eleven  years 
therefore  he  had  been  the  active  officer  of  the  commission  in  the 
direction  of  its  daily  work. 

In  his  first  report  (1909-1910)  Mr.  Dudgeon  said: 

"Two  years  ago  my  predecessor,  in  making  his  report  for  the  biennial 
period  ending  June  30,  1908,  said:  'The  close  of  this  biennial  period 
brings  to  a  close  as  well  the  period  of  library  building  in  Wisconsin. 
*  ♦  ♦  Up  to  this  time  the  work  of  the  commission  has  been  largely 
that  of  laying  foundations.  From  now  on  much  of  the  work  must  be 
directed  to  strengthening  and  building  up  what  has  been  begun.  *  *  * 
We  must  look  forward  now  to  the  period  of  perfecting,  developing, 
spiritualizing.'  The  prophecy  here  made  of  the  character  of  the  work 
to  be  done  has  been  fulfilled.  The  situation  does  not  seem  now  to 
justify  the  commission  in  emphasizing  so  much  as  in  former  years 
the  work  of  establishing  new  libraries.  There  are  comparatively  few 
communities  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  without  a  library  which  are 
able  to  support  one.  It  is  a  questionable  policy  to  persuade  a  com- 
munity to  start  a  library  before  the  proper  financial  ability  to  support 
it  co-exists  with  a  general  community  sentiment  in  favor  of  it. 

"The  work  of  the  library  commission  has  recently  been,  therefore, 
to  strengthen  and  vitalize  existing  libraries,  rather  than  to  found  new 
libraries.  Given  so  many  established  libraries,  it  has  been  the  pri- 
mary ambition  of  the  commission  during  the  last  biennial  period  to 
enable  every  library  in  the  state  to  reach  a  stage  of  development  in 
which  it  may  be  able  'to  furnish  the  best  reading  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber at  the  least  cost.' " 

This  analysis  and  prophecy  has  indeed  proved  true.  A  most  im- 
portant part  of  the  commission  work  during  these  years  has,  therefore, 
been  the  visiting  and  advice  to  existing  public  libraries.  This  has  been 
effectively  and   economically  organized  as   a  coordinate  part  of  the 
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duties  of  the  staff  attached  to  the  library  school.  It  has  been  the  en- 
deavor to  confer  with  each  public  library  regularly  each  year,  and 
oftener  upon  request. 

Perhaps  now,  however,  the  pendulum  is  swinging  again  in  the  other 
direction.  There  is  a  real  need  in  the  immediate  future  for  more  help 
in  organization.  This  is  not  primarily  in  the  field  of  local  city  and 
village  libraries,  although  it  is  true  that  the  growth  of  the  population 
of  our  state  has  brought  a  number  of  places  to  a  status  where  they 
feel  the  desire  thus  to  provide  for  local  library  service.  The  primary 
need  is  rather  in  the  organization  of  the  county  library  system  wher- 
ever this  seems  to  be  the  better  way  to  meet  the  problem. 

Another  notable  development  during  those  years  has  been  in  the 
direct  book  service  to  the  state  through  the  work  of  the  Book  Selec- 
tion and  the  Travel ng  Library  Departments.  The  former  supplies  a 
book  review  and  evaluation  service  which  most  of  our  public  libraries 
find  invaluable.  The  latter  has  seen  the  phenomenal  development  of 
the  direct  supply  of  books  to  individuals  and  as  a  supplement  to  the 
resources  of  smaller  public  libraries. 

This  time,  too,  has  witnessed  the  institution  of  the  very  successful 
summer  Library  Conferences  of  1911  and  1915.  an  example  which  it  ii 
hoped  may  be  soon  followed,  and  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  public 
recognition  and  financial  support  of  the  Commission's  work. 

LIBRARY  SCHOOL. 

Despite  staff  losses  which  were  felt  with  special  seriousness  during 
the  second  year  of  the  biennium,  the  full  record  for  the  two  years 
shows  very  effective  results. 

The  total  number  of  resident  students  registered  was  157.  divided 
as  follows:  In  the  regular  full-year  course.  48;  in  the  courses  of 
the  summer  sesi^sions,  97;  and  in  the  academic  course  offered  to  juniors 
and  seniors  who  are  preparing  to  teach,  12.  The  total  number  of 
graduates  from  the  regular  full-year  course  has  now  reached  447. 

The  consideration  uf  the  placement  of  graduates,  recommendations 
for  positions,  and  requests  for  assistance  in  filling  vacancies,  has  be- 
come a  matter  which  takes  up  a  considerable  part  of  the  time  of  the 
preceptor.  Each  such  request  requires  an  individual  attention  and 
analysis  of  qualifications  if  the  resulting  recommendation  is  to  be 
trustworthy  and  hence  effective.  During  the  biennium  there  were 
received  a  total  of  532  requests  to  fill  positions,  coming  from  all  parti 
of  the  country.  The  supply  of  trained  library  workers  is  quite  In- 
sufficient, however,  to  meet  the  demand.  In  1921-22,  for  instance,  we 
received  234  requests  for  recommendations  to  fill  positions,  but  were 
able  to  recommend  only  HI   of  our  graduates  as  available  for  them- 

The  teacher-librarian  course  has  been  developed  consequent  upoa 
the  requirement  of  il\e  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  that 
every  high  school  must  put  its  library  upon  a  proper  basis  by  employ- 
ing a  teacher  who  has  received  a  requisite  amount  of  library  training. 
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During  the  biennium  the  Library  School  has  given  its  instruction  in 
this  course  to  71  teachers  who  expect  to  combine  high  school  library 
work  with  their  teaching. 

The  School  maintains  a  professional  library  of  7,554  books  and 
pamphlets,  of  which  779  were  added  during  the  biennium.  From  this 
library  and  from  other  special  material  in  the  School's  technical  col- 
lections there  were  1,510  loans  during  these  two  years. 

FIELD    WORK 

The  instructional  work  centering  in  the  Library  School  has  been 
established  by  the  state  not  solely  for  residence  instruction,  but  also 
for  continued  advice  and  assistance  in  the  problems  of  all  public  libra- 
ries. This  assistance  is  so  generally  called  upon  that  it  involves  an 
extensive  correspondence  often  requiring  much  thought,  care  and 
study  in  the  solution  of  the  problems  presented. 

Even  more  direct  help  is  given  through  the  visits  of  staff  members 
to  the  libraries  of  the  state.  Such  visits  may  require  only  a  few  hours 
or  several  days  according  to  the  assistance  desired.  They  are  so 
scheduled  as  to  dovetail  with  otlier  work  of  the  staff,  and  to  reach 
various  places  on  a  single  trip  in  order  to  minimize  traveling  costs. 
During  the  biennium  416  such  visits  were  made.  Of  these  264  were 
in  the  first  year,  and  152  in  the  second,  the  .smaller  number  being 
due  to  unavoidable  staff  changes.  No  library  requesting  help,  how- 
ever, was  neglected,  and  in  the  period  only  two  public  libraries  failed 
to  receive  visits.  These  were  omitted  only  because  no  specific  assist- 
ance was  requested  and  because  on  the  several  occasions  when  a  visit 
was  under  arrangement  the  library  concerned,  on  account  of  local 
reasons,  could  not  receive  the  visitor  at  the  time  available. 

With  the  demand  for  this  work  it  has  developed  in  its  organization 
that  emphasis  must  be  placed  in  any  one  year  upon  the  libraries  ex- 
pressing special  needs,  or  having  special  projects  on  hand,  or  receiving 
students  for  field  practice.  By  tliis  intensive  help  for  some  libraries 
every  year,  and  with  general  help  and  advice  to  all  the  others,  the 
standard  of  library  work  throughout  the  state  is  being  constantly 
advanced,  and  the  efficiency  of  each  indi^idual  library  aided  in  its 
turn. 

During  eight  weeks  of  field  practice  each  student  in  the  regular 
course  gives  four  weeks  of  actual  work  in  each  of  two  libraries  of 
the  state.  This  work  cov^^rs  various  phases  from  acting  librarian  to 
general  assistant,  with  frequent  assignments  to  special  problems  and 
projects.  It  is,  of  course,  always  under  the  supervision  of  the  local 
librarian  and  a  member  of  the  school  staff.  This  service  has  a  large 
reciprocal  value  both  for  the  individual  student  and  the  state. 

In  the  biennium  the  48  students  gave  a  total  of  384  weeks  of  time. 
This  is  equivalent  to  96  monttis,  or  in  other  terms,  it  equals  the  full 
time  of  four  assistants  continuously  through  two  years.     Or,  at  the 
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salary  of  $1200  per  year,  which  is  the  minimum  received  by  any  grad- 
uate of  last  year's  class,  this  is  equivalent  to  $9600  worth  of  trained 
service  given  free  to  libraries  of  the  state. 

LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  outstanding  fact  in  the  report  on  this  department  for  the  blen- 
nium  is  the  death  of  Dr.  Charles  McCarthy  on  March  26,  1921.  He 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  legislative  reference  work  since  its  organi- 
zation in  1901. 

The  legislative  reference  department  was  authorized  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  1901,  and  the  expanding  possibilities  in  the  usefulness  of  its 
work  recognized  by   various  amendments  to  the  law  since  that  date. 

Dr.  McCarthy  was  put  in  charge  of  this  work  upon  its  establishment 
To  it  he  gave  an  unwearying  devotion.  His  constant  efforts  were  given 
to  the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of  a  service  which  he  believed 
was  fundamental  in  the  progress  of  good  government. 

His  untimely  death  brought  a  sense  of  irreparable  loss  which  was 
felt  not  only  throughout  the  state  but  over  the  whole  country  among 
workers  for  the  progress  of  democratic  government.  The  legislature 
gave  official  expression  to  this  sentiment  in  its  unanimous  adoption  of 
a  joint  resolution  in  recognition  of  his  work  for  the  state,  and  by  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  provide  for  a  bronze  medallion  portrait  to  be 
erected  to  his  memory  in  the  Capitol. 

The  Commission  gave  much  thought  to  the  choice  of  a  successor  to 
Dr.  McCarthy.  It  finally  selected  for  this  important  place  Mr.  Edwin 
E.  Witte.  Mr.  Witte  is  a  native  of  Watertown,  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  and  a  specialist  in  the  field  of  economics. 
Since  1917  he  had  been  secretary  to  the  Industrial  Commission,  where 
he  had  come  into  special  touch  with  the  whole  field  of  labor  legisla- 
tion.    He  assumed  his  duties  with  this  Commission  on  April  1,  1922. 

TRAVELING  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

The  demands  for  book  service  made  upon  the  traveling  library  de- 
partment by  the  people  of  the  state  have  shown  a  really  astounding 
growth  in  the  bicnnium.  The  number  of  books  sent  out  in  the  year 
just  eniJed  (July  1.  1921,  to  June  30,  1922)  was  131,750.  This  repre- 
sents an  increase  of  31  per  cent  over  the  distribution  of  the  previous 
year,  and  an  increase  of  61  per  cent  over  that  of  the  year  ending  June 
3o,  1920.  This  increase  of  work,  so  considerable  in  amount  and  so 
rapidly  progressive  in  its  onset,  has  been  carried  with  only  the  same 
number  of  permanent  staff  as  we  had  two  years  ago.  but  this  has  re- 
quired the  use  of  temporary  help  at  frequent  intervals  of  special  de- 
mand. It  has  been  possible  to  do  this  also  because  of  the  much  more 
adequate  quarters  provided  for  the  work  of  the  department  in  the 
State  Capitol  Annex,  into  which  we  moved  in  November,  1921.  The 
box  shipments  are  fairly  well  accommodated  here,  but  the  quarters 
for  the  work  connected  with  the  shipment  of  books  to  individuals  are 


FOURTEKNTII    BlENxNMAL  RePORT  9 

even  here  badly  cramped.  Nevertheless,  they  so  far  exceed  the  pre- 
vious rented  store  space  assigned  us  that  this  has  been  perhaps  the 
largest  single  element  in  enabling  us  to  carry  the  work  of  the  past 
seven  months. 

Something  of  the  total  volume  of  work  accomplished  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  following  table  which  exhibits  that  phase  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  public — namely,  the  actual  requests  received  and  the 
books  sent  in  response  thereto. 

REQUE.STS   FILLED 


1919-2f» 

1920-21 

Increase 

over 

1919-20 

1921-22 

1 

>  Increase 
.     over 
191»-20 

ComninniticR 

1,542 
10,91)0 

2,668 
11,192 

13,660 

1 

3.406 
15,918 

19.324 

IndivMualfi 

__to*     _..._> 

— - — - — 

Total 

12,448 

11%      '. 

65% 

BOOKS  SKN'T 


ll>I9-20       1920-21 


ConimiinltifS 
Individuals... 

Total 


50.8M 
21  ,IM1 


Increase 

over 

1919-20 


\  Increase 
1921-22        over 
'    191»-20 


I 


81.775    101,726 

18,471    3U,024 


*^1,835       100,240         22% 


131,750        61% 


Here,  however,  is  our  most  crying  need  for  attention  if  the  demands 
of  the  people  who  call  upon  us  are  to  be  met.  We  must  have  further 
clerical  assistance,  page  help  in  the  mailing  of  books  and  in  shelving 
books  returned.  We  need  most  seriously  also  a  trained  catalogue 
assistant  in  order  to  make  available  the  material  we  have.  This  in- 
creased work  follows  entirely  upon  the  demands  coming  to  us  from 
citizens  of  the  state,  and  we  would  urge  upon  the  next  legislature  a 
due  recognition  of  these  demands  from  their  constituents. 


CUMMrXITY    SERVICE 


Number  of  cojiinuinltU's  — 
Nuinb<'r  of  ri>quctittj 


.1 


466 
y4S 


609 
1,(X>1 


1,034 


1,194 
1,978 


1,227 
2.068 


UdtMl        U'll  12         1915-16       1916-17        1920-21        1921-22 


1.358 
8,406 


This  table,  exhibiting  the  community  service  in  years  at  five-year 
intervals,  makes  clear  the  steady  growth  in  the  demand  for  traveling 
library  collections  and  special  groups  of  books. 
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roMML'NT'riKS  SKKVKD-BY  COUNTIES 


(.'(»vintle:< 


192i>  21     im  22 


Afinins    -.. 

AslliHIMi    

Hnrn»n    

HayllHil   

lirowii     

HufTLhi    

Hiirmtt    

fullIIIM't      

('hi|»|i('Uii    

Clark     

Coluniliia    - 

Ottwfi)M    

Daiu-    - 

I)<Mltr«'   

Door    V- 

I>(>iiula>   

I>urm   _.- 

Kuii   Cljiin* _ 

Flon  iin'    

Ff)ii«I   «lii    l.uv -. 

K<»r<'}*i     _ _ 

(iraiit    

(Jri'i-ri     

loua    

Iron 
.hick^oii    . 

.luiican    .- 
Kcnu.oha 

I. a    <'ro>sr 

I.afayi'tt*' 

Lan»!lail<- 

l.iii(-(>ln 

Miinitowoi 

Mar.ithoii 


Lakt- 


9 
27 
21 
2-1 
15 
10 
2."» 

b 

24 
20 
11 
17 
45 
12 
17 
IS 
14 
a 

215 

U 

U 
16 
::i 
12 

in 

lo 

17 

])< 

12 
>i 

12 

:) 

ir. 

15 


il 


°     :l 


12 
2ii 
2:J 

14 

« 

17 

»t 

2» 

It; 

24 

r»7 

l:{ 
2:j 

Ifi 

r> 

i:: 

;{;{ 

IS 

23 
11 

12 
12 

s 
I'j 

3 
If! 
11 
l."» 
21 
21 


rounties 


193i>-21     IDei-H 


.Muriiiott<*    

Maniiiottt*    — 

MilwHiikrc 

M(»nnM> 

(ii'iinti)   

(MK'idu    _ 

(Mitat^nriiio   

o/auk<>4>  

IVplii  

I'ii'nt*    

Polk    

I'ortaK<?   

I»rlcv    

Rarliif     

RUhhmil    

Ror-k    

Ru.-k    

St.    ('rolx 

Sank    

S.iwyt-r    _ 

Sh:iwaiio    _ 

Slu>)ioyi;an   _ 

'i'aylor    ._ 

Tri'iiiiirulcuii   -— 

Vi'riioii   

Vilas    _ _. 

Wal\t<}rth   - 

Washliiim    

Wn^hiiiirtou    _ 

Waiiki'sha  

Waiiiiaca    

\Vau>hara     

Wintiohaffo    

\V«io«l    

Total     


0 

14 

11 

U 

3 

9 

17 

S8 

13 

16 

16 

•5 

21 

1« 

6 

8 

6 

4 

1ft 

1« 

23 

35 

m^ 

• 

4 

1 

25 

a 

23 

2* 

20 

S4 

WJ 

4! 

31 

.« 

37 

41 

24 

W 

21 

30 

211 

23 

IS 

17 

!!2 

!: 

12 

14 

2S 

40 

IS 

ST 

;w 

ii 

22 

24 

12 

P 

♦) 

S 

18 

y 

ly 

17 

4 

9 

5 

9 

1.227 

l.S» 

INDIVIDUAL    SKRVICK 


'    l}*i:>-lrt       1910-17   :     192(V-21        1921-22 


N'Miihi-r  of  l>i>'»k>  M-iit. ._ 


1 .3r.2 
2,176 


1.714 
2.802 


11.192 
18.471 


15.915 

3li,0£4 


This  sr-rvicc  ]>>•  parcels  post  lo  individuals  was  instituted  in  1914. 
i\w\  in  llic  first  year  only  71o  books  wore  .*«ent  out  in  this  way.  T^e 
plicnonnMial  growili  of  the  ('"nia'ul  icT  it  is  sbown  hy  tli«  14»V* 


HOOK  NKKDS. 

Our  hiiok  supply  is  Rriovoiisly  hampered  by  the  small  book  fund 
a\aihi])h'.  This  amount  (SS.imiii)  is  the  same  as  before  the  present 
iiKTias*'  in  ]ir)ok  ff»sts.  an  increase  which  is  the  same  as  in  other 
r'lasscs  of  manufactured  products.  Costs  of  paper,  composition  and 
inc-'swoj-k.  illnstrations  and  binding  have  kept  pace  with  the  upward 
tri'iid  of  all  otin-r  cr)s:s. 

\Vc  must  c<)nsi(b'r  also  tiio  un-atly  increased  book  demand  as  shown 
el-r\vli«r.'.     TIm-  two  fact  jus  prove  that  the  present  appropriation  fw 


I 
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b3oks  is  not  more  than  half  of  what  it  should  be.     At  least  $15,000 
annually  should  be  provided  for  this  purpose  for  the  next  biennium. 

COUNTY  TRAVELING  LIBRARY  SYSTEMS. 

Under  a  law  passed  some  years  ago,  provision  is  made  for  a  travel- 
ing library  service  by  a  county.  Thirteen  counties  are  still  operating 
under  this  law.  Despite  the  restrictions  of  this  system  there  is  an 
additional  service  in  these  counties  which  justifies  the  efforts. 

COUNl'Y  TRAVELING  LIBRARY  SYSTEMS. 


County 


Columbia 

Dodge 

Douglaif 

£ftu  Claire... 

Jefferson 

La  Croiij>e 

Martnette 

Oconto 

Portage 

Husk 

Sauk 

Trempcaloau 
Winnebago.. 
Wood- 


Headquarters 


Portage... 

Juneau 

Superior,.. 
Kau  Claire 
Jefferson.. 
La  Crtwse. 
Marinette 

Oconto _ 

Stevens  Point 

Ludysniith 

Haraboo 

Whitehall 

Oshkosli.. 


No.  of 
Vols. 


Active 
sta- 
tions 


Circula- 
tion 
reported 


1,317 
2.4<J5 


Wisconsin  Rapids.    '£,'M) 


12 
73 


4,CiOO 
4,718 


Custodian 


Km  ma  Tozcr 
Gertrude  A.    Schwab 
Laura  M.  Olseu 
A.  J.  Thome 
Lilly  M.  K.  Borresen 
Glu<]y8  Andrews 
Gweim  Perry 
Amy  M.  Anderson 
Mat  tie   L.    MeMabon 
Kate  M.  Potter 
A.   Francena  Chaffee 
h'dith  K.  Van  Eman 
A.  Kuth  Kutzcn 


COUNTY    CONTRACT    LIBRARIES. 

In  three  counties  of  the  state  city  libraries  are  giving  a  county- 
wide  service  under  contract  with  the  county  board.  It  is  expected 
that  other  counties  will  develop  this  type  of  library  service  in  the 
near  future. 


Oonnty 


Langlade. 
Marathon. 


City 


Antigo.. 
Wausuu. 


Milwaukee... iMilwaukee. 


I 


County 
appro- 
priation 


$  i.rHjo.fO 

27.3S-1.80 


No. 
Vols. 


11,525 

14,Go5 

450.750 


Circula- 
tion out- 
side city 


9,D(r9 

6,281 

296,U04 


Librarian 


Kdlth  Rechcygl 
Cora  I.  Lansing 
M.  S.  Dudgeon 
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LIBRARIKS  IX  STATE  INSTITUTIONS. 


Name 


Central  IIosp.   for  Insane 

Home  for  PipebleMindcd 

Industrial  School  for  Boys 

Industrial  School  tor  Girls 

Nonnal   School 

Normal   School 

Normal   School 

Normal   School 

Nonnal  School 

Normal   School 

Normal   School  _ 

Normal   School 

Normal   School 

Nortliern  HoHpital  Tor  Insane. 

School  for  Uliud 

School  for  Deaf 

State  Historical  Society.. 

State  Hospital  for  Insane 

State  Law  Library _ 

State   Prison — 

State   Reformatory -— 

State   School    for   Dependent 

Children  

State  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium 

Southern  Wisconsin  Home 

Tomahawk  Lake  Caanp 

University   of   Wisconsin 


Place 


Waupun 

Chippewu  Falls 

Waukesha 

Milwaukee 

Eau  Claire 

La  Crosse 

Milwaukee 

O:ihkosh 

Platteville 

River  Falls 

Stevens  Point.. 

Superior 

Whitewater 

Winnebago 

Janes>villc 

Delavan 

Madison 

Mendota 

Madison. 

Waupun 

Green  Bay 


No. 

bound  No.    > 

vol*  pam-  ,  Total 

umes  phlets 


300 
500 


! 
300  I 


600 

500 


3,7IW 

G,'2ik) 

14.632 

14,880 


1,022 
3,li>0 

2.800 
11,570 


5.420 

9,4^X1 

15.032 

33.490 

26,460 


13,500  4.500  ■  18.000 

16.010  4.616  ;  20.656 

11.0U»  4,000  I  15,000 

17,023  700     17,720 


Sparta 

Statesan 

Union  Grove 

Ti>niahawk 

Madison 


5,950  400       0.360 

300  1.062  ,    1.352 

225.000  240,000   465,000 

172   172 

74,000  30,000  104.000 

2.730 

1,560  1,660 


150 


160 


800 


162  162 

35  35 

290,000  57,000  353.000 


liibrsriaa 


Mary  J.   Berry.  Sapt. 


Florence  S.  Wins 
Delia  A.   Oritx 


Eleanor    W.    Welch 


Lucy  Tliatcber 


J.  T.  Hooper,  Supt. 
Mrs.    Ida   Dunn 
Joseph  Schafer 


Gilson  G.   Glacier 


Dr.  L.  H.  FrfDM 
Ella  Wolfe 

Dr.  K.  a.  Werner.  Sopi. 
Luther  H.  Kzfnsl 
Walter  U.   Sxnith 


LEGISLATION. 

The  legislature  of  1921  enacted  a  general  revision  or  compilation  of 
the  library  sections  of  the  statutes  based  upon  a  bill  prepared  by  the 
reviser  of  statutes.  This  act  as  passed  is  intended  to  make  no  change 
in  the  law  as  previously  existing. 

This  legislature  also  enacted  a  law  extending  the  provisions  for 
county  libraries.  Library  service  may  now  be  provided  by  counties 
upon  the  same  general  principles  as  apply  to  other  municipal  divisions 
of  the  state.  The  statutes  providing  for  county  service  through  con- 
tract with  existing  libraries  were  also  extended  and  strengthened. 
The  provisions  of  the  special  acts  of  1013  and  1917  applying  to  Mil- 
waukee county  were  incorporated  into  this  general  law  and  made  ap- 
plicable to  other  counties  in  the  discretion  of  the  county  board. 


CERTIFICATION. 

The  legislation  of  1921  also  included  the  first  state  law  in  this 
country  providing  for  the  certification  of  librarians  of  public  libraries. 
This  act  was  based  upon  the  work  of  a  committee  of  the  Wisconsin 
Library  Association  under  the  chairmanship  of  Miss  Mary  A.  Smith 
of  Madison.  The  bill  as  introduced  was  carefully  considered  by  the 
Senate  committee,  reported  favorably,  with  some  amendments,  and 
then  adopted  by  this  house,  and  later  passed  by  the  Assembly  and 
signed  by  the  Governor  without  further  change. 
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The  certification  law  provides  for  the  granting  of  certificates  by  a 
board  of  five,  consisting  of  two  librarians  and  one  trustee  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  a  member  of  the  University  Faculty  selected  by  the 
President  of  the  University,  and  a  member  of  the  Commission  staff. 
The  certificate  plan  recognizes  four  grades  of  preparation,  based  upon 
general  education,  special  library  training,  and  successful  experience 
in  library  work.  Recognition  is  given  to  those  in  charge  of  libraries 
at  this  time,  and  to  those  who  have  had  successful  experience  in  Wis- 
consin libraries.  After  January  1,  1923,  no  person  may  be  appointed 
as  chief  librarian  in  a  city  having  over  2,000  population  unless  such 
person  has  a  certificate  of  the  requisite  grade. 
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PUBUO  LIBRART  BUILDDiOS  IN  WISOONSIN-^OontlniMd 


Flaea 


FlatteylUe 

Plymouth 

Portage* 

Prairie  du  Sac 

Badne 

Racine  Branch 

Reedsborg 

Rhindander 

Rice  Lalce. 

Richland  Center.. 

RIpon 

Shawano 

Sbeboygan 

South  if  Ilwaukee. 

Sparta 

Spooner 

Stanley 

Stevens  Point 

Stoughton 

Sturgeon  Bay 

Superior. 

Superior  Branch- 
Thorp 

Tomah 


Two  Rivers 

VIroqua — 

Wasbbum 

Watertown 

Waukeiha 

Waupaca 

Waupun 

WauBau 

Wauwatoea 


West  Allifl 

Westby* 

Whitehall 

Whitewater. 

Wisconsin  Rapids*. 


Donor 


Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
City 

J.  S.  Tripp 

Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie- 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 

City 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Moon.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie- 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 
Andrew  Carnegie.. 


^Andrew  Carnegie 

^Citizens 

JMrs.  Jos.  Mann 

^Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Carnegie 

Andrew  Camefde 

Andrew  Carnegie  and 

Citizens 

Andrew  Carnegie 

City 

Village  and  Citizens 

Flavia  White 

City ^. 


Amount 


12.600 
10,000 


12.000 

so.ooor 
lo.ouo] 

10.000 
15,000 
10.000 
10,000 
15.000 
10,000 
35.000 
15,000 
12.000  , 


Approprl- 
tlon 


2,000.00  ■ 
2,017.78 
8,000.00 
700.00 

38,381.00 

2.000.00 
3.100.00 
2,600.00 
1.80O.OO 
2.500.00 
1.000.00 
10«015.6e 
4,200.00 
3.700.00 


15.000 

22,000 

10,000 

12,500 

GO.U0O{, 

20,0005 


10.000( 

5.200)1 
1,000} , 
12.600{ 
10.000 
18,000 
20.000 
15.000 
10,000 
12.000 
25.000 

11,000 
15,000 


I-. 

I 

I 


15,000 


2,550.00 
4,000.00 
3,100.00 
2.500.00 
26.0U0.00 

568.88 
3.000.00 

4.660.00 

"i^SoToo' 

8,526.65 
7.000.00 
1,500.00 
3.437.00 
3,000.00 

4,000.00 
6,500.00 
800.00 
546.00 
3.000.00 
3.000.00 


Date  Of 
oceupancf 


1915 
19U 

"iwi' 

1904 

1912 
1904 
1906 
1906 
1006 
1910 
1908 
1016 
1908 
1915 
1901 
1904 
1906 
1913 
1902 
1918 

1910 

1801 

1906 
1905 
1907 
1904 
1914 
1905 
1907 

1906 
1915 
1910 

"iioi' 


*  Library  operated  in   Decially  planne<l  quarters  in  municipal  building. 


?^:^ 


I';- 
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STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO.  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR  WORK  OTHER 
THAN  LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE. 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1921 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1920 %  1,209.57 

Annual  appropriation   51,500.00 

Receipts: 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publications 908.20 

Tuition    received    from    students    at    Library 

School    2.239.03 

155,856.80 

Disbursements: 

Purchase  of  books %  7,829.12 

Expense  maintaining  Library  School  quarters, 

new  equipment   1.561.87 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Library  School 

staff,     traveling     library     and     study     club, 

general    administration     31,819.42 

Subscriptions,  including  book  list,  etc 354.55 

Traveling  expenses    1,890.12 

Insurance    523.26 

Stationery,  postage,  freight,  printing,  binding. 

express,   telegraph    8,180.92 

Balance  on  hand  July  1.  1921 3.697.54 

155.856  80 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1922 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1921 $  3,697.64 

Annual  appropriation    51,500.00 

Receipts: 

Sub.scriptions,  sales  of  publications 794.66 

Tuition     1,823.21 

167.815.41 

DisburstMiients: 

Purchase  of  books %  7,670.93 

Expense  maintaining  Library  School  quarters, 
now  equipment    1,572.27 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Library  School 
staff,  traveling  library  and  study  club, 
general  administration    32,816.81 

Subscriptions,   including  book  list,  etc 478.40 
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Traveling  expenses 1,614.82 

Insurance    346.35 

Stationery,  postage,  freight,  printing,  binding, 

express,   telegraph    9,726.98 

Balance  July  1,  1922 3,593.85 

$57,815.41 


STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR  LEGISLATIVE 
REFERENCE  AND  DRAFTING. 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1921 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1920 $13,283.84 

Appropriation    21,800.00 

$35,083.84 

Disbursements: 

Salaries   and   wages   in   Legislative   Reference 

Work    $16,742.63 

Salaries  and  wages,  Drafting  Department 13,722.94 

Books  and   periodicals 449.63 

Insurance    49.01 

Supplies,  and  miscellaneous  printing,  postage, 

express,  telephone,  binding,  etc 1,510.34 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1921 2.609.29 

$35,083.84 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1922 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1921 $  2,609.29 

Appropriation    31,000.00 

$33,609.29 

Disbursements: 

Salaries   and   wages   in   Legislative   Reference 

work     15,84530 

Salaries  and  wages,  Drafting  Department 1,132.61 

Books  and   periodicals 462.96 

Traveling  expenses 64.38 

Supplies,  and  miscellaneous  printing,  postage, 

express,  telephone,  binding,  etc 920.28 

Balance  on  hand,  July  1,  1922 15,183.76 

$33,609.29 
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Edward  A.  Birge,  President  of  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin, Madison. 
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Madison,  Wis.,  July  1,  1924. 

To  Hon.  John  J.  Blaine,  Governor: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  fifteenth  bien- 
nial report  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  as 
prepared  by  the  secretary,  under  the  provisions  of  section 
43.09  of  the  Wisconsin  Statutes,  and  covering  the  period 
from  July  1,  1922,  to  June  30,  1924. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Schafer,  Chairynan. 


♦Resigned  Sept.  9,  1924. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

This  report  is  largely  a  summary  of  facts  which  may  be  cumulateil 
for  the  period  of  two  years  covered.  Current  events  are  referred  to 
but  briefly  since  we  have  endeavored  to  make  t)ur  Bulletin  statements 
as  full  as  possible. 

THIRD  SUMMER  LIBRARY  CONFERENCE 

After  two  summer  conferences  in  1911  and  1915  the  Commission 
had  looked  forward  to  the  adoption  of  this  method  at  regular  inter- 
vals of  a  few  years  in  its  work  of  extending  its  instructional  assist- 
ance to  all  librarians  of  the  state.  Conditions  had  prevented  further 
carrying  out  of  this  plan  until  1923.  A  third  Conference  in  the  week>< 
between  July  16  and  28  again  demonstrated  the  effectiveness  of  such 
a  meeting. 

This  Conference  was  definitely  planned  to  emphasize  some  subjects 
and  to  practically  exclude  some  others.  Its  foremost  purpose  was  to 
bring  to  the  librarians  present  a  fresh  interpretation  of  their  part 
in  the  life  of  the  community,  to  inspire  vigorous  action  in  playing 
this  part  effectively,  and  to  demonstrate  knowledge  of  books  and 
their  use  as  fundamental — the  substructure  of  any  worth-while  ef- 
fort. 

Details  of  how  this  was  accomplished  are  set  forth  in  the  July  1923 
Bullet  in,  which  is  devoted  to  a  report  of  the  Conference.  The  organi- 
zation of  the  morning  program  in  definite  courses  gave  to  it  a  high 
grade  of  advanced  instruction.  The  round  tables  in  the  afternoons — 
based  upon  requests  of  those  in  attendance — offered  opportunity  for 
the  discussion  of  all  those  problems  which  the  inquirers  desired  to 
bring  up   to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  others. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  single  element  in  the  success  of  a  program  so 
planned  came  from  the  most  cordial  cooperation  of  many  leading 
members  of  the  University  faculty  and  others  outside  our  own  imme- 
diate ranks.  Men  already  carrying  heavy  schedules  in  the  Summer 
School  gave  time  to  the  preparation  of  special  lectures  and  book  listi?. 
Some  away  on  vacation  came  back  for  this  engagement  alone.  Such  u 
spirit  of  cooperation  in  this  enterprise  was  most  thoroughly  appreci- 
ated. It  was  rewarded  also  by  an  enthusiastically  responsive  attitude 
on  the  part  of  the  audience,  which  the  speakers  found  most  stimulat- 
ing. 
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The  Conference  proved  most  successful.  Fifty-three  of  our  Wiscon- 
sin public  libraries  were  represented  and  twenty-five  other  Wiscon- 
sin institutions,  with  a  total  ref^istration  of  151  from  the  state.  The 
representation  from  many  other  states  afforded  a  rich  field  of  varitd 
experience,  which  was  freely  drawn  upon  in  the  round  table  discus- 
sion. Exhibits  carefully  planned  were  made  to  add  to  the  content  of 
the  program.  In  a  word,  an  organized  intensive  program  with  a 
definite  instructional  spirit  offers  certain  elements  of  graduate  in- 
struction of  special  value  to  those  with  the  necessary  experience  to 
profit  from  it. 

BETTER  CITIES  CONTEST 

In  January  1024  the  Wisconsin  Conference  of  Social  Work  inaugu- 
rated a  Better  Cities  Contest  with  a  view  to  emphasizing  the  hum^in 
values  (rather  than  the  economic  and  material)  as  contributing  toward 
community  life.  The  public  library  is,  of  course,  recognized  as  an  es- 
sential service  agency  in  community  well-being  and  a  committee  wr-s 
called  upon  by  the  Conference  to  work  out  a  library  score  card  for 
this  Contest.  This  committee  found  at  once  that  its  task  involved  a 
tremendous  amount  of  research  since  no  such  detailed  schedule  had 
ever  been  worked  out. 

The  work  was  continued  through  a  number  of  months  before  a  pre- 
liminary draft  could  be  prepared  to  submit  for  criticism  at  the  timr 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  Conference.  It  will  be  further  discussed  at  the  mec't- 
ing  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Association  in  the  fall  before  a  final 
draft  is  made. 

The  committee  is  confident  that  this  .schedule  will  have  a  spocid 
value  to  the  Commission  workers  and  individual  libraries  in  indicat- 
injr  points  to  be  emphasized  in  the  development  of  library  service  in 
each  place  which  studies  its  present  situation  in  the  light  of  the  in- 
formation  here  broujfht   together. 

CERTIFICATION 

The  public  library  certifualion  law  pa.ssed  in  1921  went  into  effect 
on  January  1,  11)2.S.  Under  the  law  a  member  of  the  Commission  staif 
is  on  thf  (\  rtifu-aiifm  Board  and  acts  as  secretary,  and  all  record 
work  is  hanilh'd  throu^-h  this  ofiice.  The  Board  met  for  organization 
I  n  Fchruary  :i.  \'X2:\,  aini  incoiin^rs  were  also  held  on  August  11,  192;'. 
.  tkI  (.11  .lanuary  ll*  and  .May  ;>,  Il>24.  At  these  meetings  a  total  uf 
•is  applirations  \v(!iv  iwU'.d  upon,  ft  may  be  expected  that  a  consider- 
;iMt  iiunrnci  of  applUralions  may  be  made  by  those  already  in  library 
•.'. -.rk  m  tlu-  .-'ate.  hcfori'  January  1,  ]i*25,  when  the  special  provisioi: 
r.  .:;i!-.iirif  .'.lif.n  l.ast'd  '.n  roconl  alone  expires.  We  believe  that  the 
..J  iiiipi.  .•  lit.iK'iiyin^'  thi>  law  will  gain  increasing  recognition  and 
.  i.ij...;-   anci  FMjii   ih«-  law  will  pro^rressively  demonstrate  its  value  in 

,  :,■■    ;'ii  •,  r  v    s^  I'.i'.'t     -'I     1 1n'    s1:itc. 
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COUNTY  WORK 

New  county  library  appropriations  were  obtained  for  work  in  Ra- 
cine, Brown  and  Rusk  counties.  The  latter  are  respectively  appropri- 
ations to  the  public  libraries  at  Green  Bay  and  De  Pere  and  at  Lady- 
smith  in  payment  for  extension  service  from  those  libraries.  In 
Brown  county  a  number  of  stations  have  been  established.  In  Racine 
the  Milwaukee  plan  was  favored  and  the  work  has  been  extended 
most  energetically.  County  appropriations  have  been  continued  also 
in  Langlade  and  Marathon.  In  Milwaukee  the  report  covering  the 
year  1923  shows  a  total  of  106  agencies  outside  the  city,  of  which  80 
are  designated  as  branches  open  to  the  general  public,  and  a  total  of 
143  collections,  with  a  circulation  of  319,496  outside  the  city. 

NEW  LIBRARIES 

Small  libraries  have  been  started  at  Adams,  Argyle,  Benton,  Darien 
and  River  Falls.  Places  as  small  as  most  of  these  can  expect  to 
have  an  adequate  library  service  only  through  some  such  system  as 
the  county  library  which  spreads  the  overhead  costs  over  a  taxing 
area  which  can  make  proper  financial  provision  for  them.  But  never- 
theless the  development  and  expression  of  a  devoted  enthusiasm  which 
has  in  the  past  done  so  much  for  the  establishment  of  libraries  in 
our  state  crystallizes  a  local  support  of  libraries  and  may  be  expected 
to  lead  toward  a  wider  extension  in  the  future.  Each  local  library 
even  in  the  small  place  supplies  a  "going  concern"  which  may  join 
into  the  county  system  when  the  time  is  ripe  for  it,  and  also  develops 
and  fosters  a  library  use  which  may  tend  to  hasten  the  realization 
of  the  need  for  the  larger  unit. 

BUILDINGS 

The  beautiful  new  building  at  Fennimore,  the  gift  of  Honorable 
Dwight  T.  Parker,  was  illustrated  and  described  in  the  BnUctin  for 
June  1923.  In  Wisconsin  Rapids  very  attractive  new  quarters  were 
provided  through  a  special  appropriation  by  the  city.  In  Wabeno  the 
first  building  erected  in  the  town,  a  log  structure,  has  been  preserved 
and  attractively  remodeled  for  library  use. 

Plans  are  under  way  in  Boscobel  and  in  Phillips  for  a  combined 
city  office  and  library  building,  Sun  Prairie  has  authorized  a  bond  issue 
of  110,000  for  the  reconstruction  for  library  purposes  of  a  buildinp: 
of  historic  interest,  and  new  quarters  or  additions  have  been  provided 
in  Park  Falls,  Algoma,  Loyal,  East  Troy,  Port  Washington  and 
Bloomer.  Oconto  Falls  has  received  a  substantial  bequest  as  a  nucleus 
for  a  building  project.  There  is  also  agitation  for  new  quarters  in 
Ashland,  Cedarburg  and  Pardeovillo. 

HOSPITAL  LIBRARY  SERVICE 

Hospital  library  ser\'ice  has  been  put  into  operation  by  the  public 
libraries  of  Milwaukee,  Madison  and  Jancsville.     Plans  are  well  urv- 
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der  way  for  the  installation  of  this  work  also  in  Fond  du  Lac  and 
Eau  Claire. 

LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

During  the  biennium  the  Library  School  has  graduated  two  classes 

of  36  each  of  whom  27  (or  36%)  were  placed  in  Wisconsin.  In  th-j 
summer  session  of  1922  there  was  a  registration  of  54  of  whom  24 
were  in  the  teacher-librarian  course  and  30  in  the  public  library 
course.  There  were  also  13  students  in  the  teacher-librarian  course 
given  during  the  second  year  of  the  biennium  in  cooperation  with  the 
School  of  Education  of  the  University. 

The  Library  School  prepared  and  issued  under  date  of  April  1923 
a  Directory  of  Graduates.  This  included  the  names  of  the  443  grad- 
uates and  21  non-graduates  of  the  School,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  37  members  of  the  class  of  1923.  There  was  also  a  geographical 
list  (which  showed  105  still  in  Wisconsin),  a  list  by  classes  and  a  sum- 
mary of  positions  held.    This  summary  is  printed  below. 

Summary  of  Positions  held  by 
Graduates,  April  1923 

Librarians  of  public  libraries 45 

Librarians  of  branch  libraries    21 

Heads  of  departments  in  public  libraries 7 

Assistants  in  public  libraries 32 

Children's  librarians   25 

Librarians  and  assistants  in  university  and  college  libraries 22 

School  librarians    30 

Librarians  and  assistants  in  normal  schools 14 

Business  and  special  libraries 15 

Cataloguers    27 

Reference  librarians  and  assistants 21 

Engaged  in  legislative  and  municipal  reference  work 6 

Librarians  of  army  and  hospital  libraries 6 

Enp:aged  in  library  commission  work 8 

Librarians  of  county  libraries,  assistants  in  charge  of  extension..    S 

Instructors  and  assistants  in  library  schools 7 

Engaged  in  federal   service   1 

Trustees    4 

Bookselling    5 

Medical   library  work  6 

Civic  and  social  work 4 

Other  linos  of  work   (Business  5,  Teaching  3,  Music  1,  Stage  1, 

Editorial  1,  Religious  2) 13 

Students — completing  work  for  degrees 5 

Married     97 

Withdrawn   from  active  work   23 

Deceased     10 

IS 

*Twice  counted 15 

Total   443 

♦Married  and  holding  position. 
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Summary  of  Positions  held  by 
Special  Students,  April  1923 

(Including  special  students  and  ex-members  of  regular  classes  who 
withdrew  before  end  of  year  to  accept  positions,  to  be  married,  to  en- 
list in  world  war  or  because  of  illness.) 

In  library  work    8 

In  professional  work  or  business 4 

Married     7 

Withdrawn  from  active  work 3 

Deceased     1 

23 
*Twice  counted   2 

Total 21 

*  Married  and  holding  position. 

The  School's  technical  library  now  consists  of  considerably  over 
8,000  titles,  and  is  of  course  in  constant  use  by  the  faculty  and  stu- 
dents. In  addition  there  was  a  circulation  record  of  1889  for  use  out- 
side the  school    quarters. 

The  office  correspondence  of  the  School  and  particularly  that  for 
which  the  preceptor  must  be  personally  responsible  is  a  constantly 
growing  demand  upon  the  staff.  As  the  number  of  School  graduates 
increases  the  requests  for  information  and  assistance  in  placements  in 
positions  grows  with  it.  Some  conception  of  the  amount  of  work  in- 
volved here  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  out-going  first 
class  mail  from  this  office  totaled  18,716  pieces  during  the  two  years. 
It  is  significant  that  the  number  increased  from  over  7,000  in  the  first 
year  to  nearly  11,000  in  the  second.  This  indicates  the  increase  in  the 
demands  of  this  work  as  suggested  above. 

LIBRARY  VISITS 

The  library  visiting  and  advisory  work  is  a  fundamental  part  of  the 
duties  which  the  Commission  was  established  to  perform.  It  requires 
and  receives  an  amount  of  care  and  attention  which  can  scarcely 
be  expressed  in  figures.  Studies  of  individual  problems  often  involve 
a  considerable  amount  of  research  and  compilation  of  information, 
and  the  advisory  work  is  continued  after  the  actual  visit  through  cor- 
respondence with  librarians  and  reports  to  the  library  boards.  Thv3 
visits  themselves  totaled  482  for  the  biennium,  256  in  the  first  year 
and  226  in  the  second. 

BULLETIN  INDEX 

There  has  been  compiled  and  printed  in  separate  forni  a  Cumulated 
Index  to  Selected  Subjects  in  volumes  1-18  Wisconsin  Library  Bul- 
letin   (1906-1922).     This   Index  includes   all   contributed   articles   of 
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present  instructional  or  administrative  value  and  all  items  of  prt*:$- 
ent  practical  application  contained  in  special  departments,  together 
with  reference  to  such  book  lists  as  were  considered  of  permanent 
value.  This  was  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest  usefulness  in  giving 
readier  access  to  a  large  amount  of  material  of  practical  worth. 


TRAVELING  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

The  significant  increase  in  the  public  demands  upon  the  work  of  thi.^ 
department  which  has  been  evident  for  several  years  has  continued 
during  this  period,  the  book  distribution  reaching  143,000  in  1923  and 
152,000  in  1924.  With  half  the  people  of  our  state  living  outside  o£ 
the  places  supporting  local  public  libraries,  even  the  smallest,  there 
must  continue  to  be  a  need  for  some  book  service  which  for  the  pres- 
ent only  the  state  can  supply.  In  addition  there  is  the  help  given 
to  public  libraries  of  which  especially  the  smaller  are  so  much  in 
need.  During  1924,  for  instance,  the  books  sent  to  public  libraries 
alone  totaled  38,000.  An  increase  in  appropriation  by  the  last  legis- 
lature of  $2,000  for  books  and  $2,000  for  operation  for  this  work  has 
enabled  us  to  give  attention  to  these  increased  demands.  The  depart- 
ment, however,  is  still  handicapped  by  the  need  for  cataloguing  help 
which  would  be  of  so  much  value  in  the  reference  service  particu- 
larly. 

A  change  in  the  method  of  handling  school  reading  circle  collec- 
tions has  added  to  the  efficiency  of  this  work,  though  cutting  down 
somewhat  the  field  of  choice  as  to  the  books  read.  Something  wab 
necessary,  however,  since  the  demands  had  grown  beyond  the  power 
of  the  stalf  to  meet  adcciuately  under  the  former  method.  Such 
requests  were  formerly  filled  from  open  shelves  and  frequently  only 
three  or  four  hooks  from  a  driven  list  requested  would  be  available. 
The  work  reiiuired  in  selection,  charging,  and  preparation  for  ship- 
ment could  no  longer  be  handled  in  this  way  with  the  staff  available. 

Through  the  generous  cooperation  of  school  supervisors  in  the  Dc- 
l)artment  of  Public  Instruction  groups  of  24  books  were  made  up 
with  a  propiT  selection  for  grades  and  titles.  Ten  different  groups 
weru  madf,  nine  of  which  were  <iuplicated  thirty-five  times  and  one 
tifty  times.  At  the  bejrinning  t)f  the  last  school  year  365  such  col- 
lections wfii'  available  for  school  use,  and  these  were  called  upon 
1.1 2S  li  nu'>  during:  I  he  year. 

This  plan  has  Ix-fn  fully  justilied  by  its  results.  It  has  enabled  us 
In  handle  incrcast-d  shippinir  work  with  no  additional  help  in  this 
W(»rlc.  K.-piM-ially  has  it  made  possihlt*  a  rearrangement  of  staff  time 
so  tliat  we  c'ljld  haixJlc  the  increased  reference  work  and  individual 
>»ivii.'t*. 

The  a<i"pn<>n  of  U'.is  met  hod  accnunts  for  the  somewhat  smaller 
n>i('.li«  1*  <>i  li'picsts  (lespii»'  a  considerable  increase  in  total  volumes 
sti  "'It  in  'l.e  c.unmiinity  service  as  set  forth  in  the  following  tables. 
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requests  filled 


Communities. 
Individuals 

ToUl 


1920-21 

1921-22 

2,668 
11,192 

3,406 
16,918 

13,680 

19,324 

1922-23 


3,463 
19,716 


23,178 


1928-24 


2,503 
19,915 


22,418 


BOOKS  sent 


Communitips __ 81,'?75 


Individuals. 

ToUl. 


1920-21 


18,471 


101,246 


1921-22 

1922-23 

1923-24 

101,726 
30,024 

101,504 
41,830 

143,3^4 

109.559 
43,088 

131,750 

152.647 

COMMUNITIES   served — BY   COUNTIES 


Counties 


1921-22    1923-24 


Adams '  12 

Ashland |  20 

Barron 23 

Bayfield ;  22 

Brown —     '  14 

Buffalo -    J  6 

Burnett I  17 

Calumet • .   .  9 

Chippewa !  30 

Clark I  23 

Columbia ..i  Irt 

Crawford 21 

Dane. .- S7 

Dodge I  13 

Door 23 

Douglas I  20 

Dunn    ...    -|  1») 

Eau  Claire .    1  5 

Florence .  IH 

FondduI-AC J  n3 

Forest ,  IM 

Grant .   .  'H 

Grepn '  l<i 

Green  l4ike '2^ 

Iowa :«> 

Iron 11 

Jackson 12 

Jefferson .    i  Ili 

Juntfsu. .   _    '22 

Kenosha H 

Kewaunof;.    _ 1!» 

LaCro&HR 'i 

Ijafayettc... !•> 

Langlade II 

Lincoln ...  I  ■"» 

Manitowoc. ...    .....  'M 

Marathon. -M 


17 
23 
35 
57 
20 
10 
38 
12 
44 
58 
31 
47 
71 
27 

:u 

15 
20 
12 

32 
3f> 
•11 
2i 
17 
IH 

u; 

If) 
1^ 

r.1 

17 
1!) 

v> 

21 
,'■» 

1!* 
21 
27 


i| 


Counties 


Marinette 

Marquette... 
Milwaukee-  . 

Monroe 

Oconto..   ... 

Oneida 

Outaeamio- . . 

OzauKee.. 

Pepin 

Pierce 

Polk . 

Portage 

Price 

Kacinc . . . 

Kiohland 

Uock 

Rui«k 

St.  Croix... 

Sauk 

Sawyer..    . 
Shawano   . . 
Shi.'hiiyKan 
Tu\lor..    .   . 
Tr»»nip<iali'au. 
Vernon... 

VihiH       

Walw«irth.  . . 
Washburn.  . 
W;«.'jhinKt(>n 
WHiik"sliu  .  . 
WttUpura  .  . 
Waiishura . . 
Winnt'baKn. . 
Wiuid .  . . 


Total    . 


1921-22 


....I 


...  I 


. . . ' 


.1 


I 


1923-24 


16 

30 

13 

19 

6 

2 

28 

30 

16 

13 

20 

45 

16 

14 

6 

5 

4 

2 

16 

33 

39 

51 

7 

16 

32 

32 

22 

12 

24 

38 

42 

47 

36 

32 

41 

57 

30 

48 

30 

62 

23 

14 

17 

19 

25 

43 

14 

16 

4(i 

38 

37 

39 

27 

3K 

2i 

:io 

9 

11 

33 

39 

2il 

2M 

17 

31 

9 

M 

9 

lo 

1.308 


I.8:m 


Sonie  montii>n  .^huiild  \)v  hkkIc  Iu-ic  of  llu'  play.<  'Irainatiziiiji-  the 
work  of  the  Tiavcliriu:  Lilnaiy  I)L'i»arnnorii  wliich  wore  written  Uy 
Miss  Reely  arnl  pii'scnted  \i\'  \hv  stall"  in  March  ll'^:!  hcl'rjrc  an  audi- 
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ence  which  included  many  state  legislators  and  their  wives.  The  sac- 
cess  of  their  efforts  was  not  only  a  tribute  to  the  real  feeling:  and 
dramatic  power  of  Miss  Reely's  wTiting  but  also  a  recognition  of  the 
quietly  convincing  work  of  the  actors  who  lived  before  the  audience 
their  daily  service  to  the  people.  The  plays  together  with  a 
review  written  by  Miss  Gale  were  printed  in  the  issues  of  the  Buliftin 
for  May  and  June  1923. 

LEGISLATIVE  REFKREN'CE  DEPARTMENT 

The  Legislative  Reference  Department  has  continued  its  establishes' 
work  effectively  under  Mr.  Witte's  direction.  Practically  every  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  uses  this  service  for  either  reference  and  re- 
search or  for  drafting  (or  both)  and  such  assistance  has  become  in- 
dispensable to  them  in  the  prosecution  of  their  exacting  work.  In 
the  11*2.S  session  a  total  of  2,156  drafting  requests  were  handled 
through  this  department,  including  bills,  resolutions  and  amend- 
ments. 

WORK  WITH  INSTITUTIONS 

The  Commission  is  already  doing  work  with  state  institutions  as 
widely  as  its  means  will  permit.  But  there  is  a  field  of  real  helpful- 
ness to  the  state  quite  beyond  what  we  have  so  far  been  able  to  do. 

There  are  in  our  state  institutions  under  the  Board  of  Control  over 
5,000  inmates.  For  some  of  these,  of  course,  there  is  no  future  but 
C(mtinutHl  state  care.  For  the  large  majority,  however,  the  hope  uf 
the  state  is  directed  toward  correction  of  past  delinquencies  and  fail- 
ings (whether  mental,  moral,  or  physical)  and  toward  inspiration 
and  encouragement  for  again  taking  a  place  among  useful  citizens. 

In  this  program  the  provi.sion  of  books  has  a  real  place.  For  those 
under  hospital  care  the  therapeutic  value  of  good  reading  is  acknowl- 
edged. For  those  under  restraint  as  prisoners  the  elements  of  recre- 
ation, inspiration  and  encouragement  are  emphasized.  For  the  younjr 
the  educational  value  is  perhaps  uppermost.  The  field  is  one  of  ad- 
mitted usefulness.  Several  other  states  are  already  ahead  of  us  in 
the  carrying  (»n  of  this  w«)rk — notably  Iowa.  Minnesota,  and  Ne- 
braska ani(»ng  our  nearer  neighbors.  It  is  a  work  which  we  should 
be  doing  here.  It  is  a  work,  however,  which  requires  special  knowl- 
edge, earet'ul  selecti(»n  (and  elimination)  of  book  material,  adjustment 
uf  iMidk  sui)ply  in  the  widely  varying  needs  of  the  types  of  reader.^ 
tti   lie   served, 

ll  W(»ulil  >eem  that  such  assi>tance  could  most  efficiently  and  eco- 
nninieally  \iv  pn.vided  through  a  trained  worker  from  the  Free  Li- 
l)riiiv  Cniniiiission  t'«if  nrgiinization  and  direction  of  book  collection^. 
iidvii-e  a.-  tn  purehases.  instruction  as  to  methods.  The  institutions 
thtniselve-  r..uld  provide  some  one  in  daily  charge  of  book  distribution 
aii«i  iculd  purchase  llirough  their  own  funds  such  books  a-* 
weif  •ii'.-iii'<l   fni-  penuatient  possession.     A  large  flexible  collection, 
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available  where  needed  to  meet  all  kinds  of  special  demands,  could  be 
handled  through  the  Traveling  Library  Department. 

This  matter  was  Included  in  the  budget  estimates  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary Commission  before  the  last  session.  It  did  not  seem  feasible 
to  the  legislature,  however,  to  provide  at  that  time  the  additional 
funds  needed  and  no  appropriation  was  made  for  this  purpose. 

The  matter  is  again  brought  forward  at  this  time  with  a  most 
earnest  plea  that  due  consideration  may  be  given  to  this  opportunity 
for  an  extension  of  a  work  of  demonstrated  value  to  the  state. 
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1 

i  STATEMENT    OF  FUNDS    AVAILABLE    TO,    AND    DISBURSE 

MENTS  BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR  WORK 
OTHER  THAN  LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE 


»  For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1923 


I 


Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1922 

General  Operation  |  2,515.71 

Library   School    328.70 

Books     749.44 

Fire  Insurance  Fund   (Books)   3.81 

Annual  appropriation 51,500.00 


Receipts: 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publications 1,138.77 

Tuition  received  from  students  at    Li- 
brary   School    2,548.48 

Fire   Insurance   Fund    (Books)    93.50 


$58,878.41 


Dishm'senicyitfi: 

Purchase   of   books 8,824.64 

Expense    maintaininj?:     Library    School 

quarters,  new  eiiuipment 1,264.22 

Salaries  and  wa^es,  including  Library 

School    staff,    traveling?    library    and 

study  club,  general  administration 34,950.98 

Subscriptions     378.05 

Travel inj?  expenses   1,809.36 

Insurance      242.16 

Stationery,  postage,    freight,  printing, 

l)inding,  express,  telegraph 9,019.15 

Balance  July   1,   1023   2,391.85 


\ 


For  Year   Ending  June   30,  1924 

r-jmls  avtiilaMe: 

H.ilancv  on  hand  July  1,  1023 

(;fn(M':il   0)H'rati<.n      $     1,941.97 

Lii.rary    Sohnol    . 427.77 

IV.uk-     22.11 

Ann-i;il  ani'i""P^'^^ti"5i  --    -    55,500.00 


$58,878.11 
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Receipts  : 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publications 1,295.66 

Tuition  received  from  students  at  Li- 
brary School     2,744.71 

Fire  Insurance  Fund  (Books) 80.20 

$62,012.32 

f)  is  h  nrse  m  evts : 

Purchase  of  books 9,703.75 

Expense    maintaining     Library  School 

quarters,  new  equipment 1,586.36 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Library 

School  staff,  traveling    library    and 

study  club,  general  administration..  35,856.38 

Subscriptions     ..     388.75 

Traveling  expenses 1,794.31 

Insurance     251.89 

Stationery,  postage,  freight,    printing, 

binding,  express,  telegraph 8,960.27 

Balance  July  1,  1924 3,470.61 

?62.012.32 


STATEMENT    OF   FUNDS   AVAILABLE    TO,   AND    DISBURSE- 
MENTS BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR  LEG- 
ISLATIVE REFERENCE  AND  DRAFTING 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1923 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1922 $  15,183.76 

Appropriation 31,000.00 

$46,183.7« 
Dii^hitt'senienffi: 

Salaries  and  wagvs  in  Legislative  Ref- 
erence work 21,058.50 

Salaries  and  wagos,  Drafting  Depart- 
ment        12,122.35 

Books  and  periodicals .  ._  495.0<> 

Supplies  and  inisci'llani'ous?,  printing, 
postage,  express,  telephone,  binding, 
etc. 1,338.89 

Balance  July  1.  l'.«:2:! 10,868.1m; 

Sir>.1S3."') 
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For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1924 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1923 10368.96 

Appropriation 31,000.00 

Disbursements: 

Salaries  and  wages  in  Legislative  Ref- 
erence work 21,323.01 

Salaries  and  wages,  Drafting  Depart- 
ment            1,060.91 

Books  and  periodicals     433.54 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous,  printing, 
postage,  express,  telephone,  binding, 
etc.     1,262.08 

Balance  July  1,  1924  -i 17,789.42 


$41,868.96 


fll,868.96 
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WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 

Ex  Officio: 

Glenn  Frank,  President  of  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin, Madison. 

John  Callahan,  State  Superintendent,  Madison. 

Joseph  Schafer,  Superintendent,  State  Historical  So- 
ciety, Madison. 

Appointed  by  the  Governor: 
Zona  Gale,  Portage. 
J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  Waukesha. 

Officers: 

Zona  Gale,  Chairman. 

Joseph  Schafer,  Vice  Chairman. 

G.  B.  Lester,  Secretary. 


Madison,  Wis.,  July  1,  1926. 

To  Hon.  John  J.  Blaine,  Governor: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  siirteenth  bien- 
nial report  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  as 
prepared  by  the  secretary,  under  the  provisions  of  section 

43.09  of  the  Wisconsin  Statutes,  and  covering  the  period 
from  July  1,  1924,  to  June  30,  1926. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Zona  Gale,  Chairman. 
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WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 

SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  (1)  to 
assist  in  the  establishment,  maintenance  and  operation  of  public  li- 
braries, (2)  to  instruct  students  in  library  work  and  to  continue  the 
instruction  of  active  librarians  through  visiting  and  advice,  (3)  to 
maintain  a  legislative  reference  library  of  material  especially  needed 
by  members  of  the  legislature  and  state  officers,  and  to  provide 
trained  assistance  for  members  in  the  technical  drafting  of  bills,  and 
(4)  to  make  available  books,  traveling  libraries,  pictures  and^other 
educational  material  for  individuals,  organizations  and  communities 
not  having  local  library  service. 

For  carrying  out  these  duties  the  Commission  is  organized  in  de- 
partments under  the  direction  of  these  chiefs:  Library  School, 
Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine;  Traveling  Library  and  Study  Clubs,  Har- 
riet C.  Long;  Book  Selection,  Mary  Katharine  Reely;  Legislative 
Reference,  Edwin  E.  Witte. 

COUNTY  LIBRARIES 

The  first  county  library  conference  in  this  state  was  held  at  Madi- 
son on  March  27,  1926.  This  was  essentially  a  discussion  meeting 
with  no  set  papers.  It  proved  so  much  worth  while  that  another  is 
planned  for  next  spring.  The  conference  was  fully  reported  in  the 
Bulletin  for  April  1926. 

This  meeting  made  vivid  the  response  to  county  library  service 
under  able  leadership.  It 'emphasized  the  economy  and  effectiveness 
of  the  county  unit.  It  especially  brought  anew  the  realization  of 
the  great  need  for  an  additional  field  worker  who  can  devote  much 
time  to  county  library  advancement. 

There  is  no  place  in  Wisconsin  of  2500  population  or  more  without 
a  local  public  library.  Many  places  of  smaller  population  have  li- 
braries. There  are  twenty  counties  in  Wisconsin  which  are  giving 
some  degree  of  library  service.  But  854,000  rural  people  of  Wiscon- 
sin— 32%  of  our  population — are  without  any  local  public  library 
service  whatever.  A  condition  that  is  so  undemocratic  and  so  con- 
trary to  the  American  principle  of  equal  opportunity  for  all,  can- 
not safely  be  allowed  to  continue. 

The  range  of  reading  interests  among  country  people  is  as  wide 
as  that  of  any  other  group,  for  they  want  not  only  practical  in- 
formation on  topics  connected  with  their  own  life  and  work,  just  as 
do  people  in  cities  and  villages,  but  even  more  they  want  books  that 
will  take  them  out  of  their  every-day  life,  as  pointed  out  by  Dr. 
Kenyon  L.  Butterfield.  The  development  of  adult  education  in  the 
rural  community  is  directly  dependent  upon  library  facilities.  It  is 
clearly  evident  that  only  local  public  library  service  can  adequately 
meet  this  need.     The  state  cannot  successfully  provide  for  that  per- 
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sonal  contact  between  reader  and  librarian,  between  reader  and  book 
collection,  which  is  so  essential. 

The  public  library  is  by  far  the  most  economical  agency  through 
which  the  people  may  supply  book  service  for  themselves.  Equal 
opportunity  for  library  service  for  city  and  country  requires  the 
use  of  some  agency  which  includes  city  and  country.  Such  an  agency 
is  the  county.  In  Wisconsin,  counties  may  provide  library  service 
for  themselves.  This  does  not  mean  an  expensive  library  building. 
County  service  needs  only  centralized  quarters  for  obtaining,  pre- 
paring and  distributing  books.  County  service  means  use  of  books 
everywhere  in  the  county. 

County  library  service  is  cheap  because  it  spreads  the  cost  over  a 
wide  area  and  many  people.  It  is  democratic  because  it  provides 
equal  opportunity  for  all,  both  in  city  and  country.  It  is  effective 
because  it  is  large  enough  to  provide  adequate  service  and  small 
enough  to  give  real  service  quickly  wherever  it  is  needed. 


♦■ 
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LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

For  each  of  these  two  years  the  full  class  of  38,  possible  in  our 
limited  .quarters  has  been  accepted  from  an  application  list  of  over 
60  in  each  case.  For  the  summer  sessions  there  were  47  registered 
in  1924  and  46  in  1925,  although  45  students  is  a  full  enrollment 
The  "twenty  year"  directory  of  the  School  issued  in  April  1926, 
listed  574  living  graduates  of  the  full-year  course  of  whom  130  are 
in  Wisconsin. 

The  School  had  a  most  creditable  exhibit  at  the  University  EIx- 
position  in  1925. 

The  Library  School  has  been  duly  accredited  by  the  American 
Library  Association   Board  of  Education  for  Librarianship. 

By  action  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  their 
June  1926  meeting  the  following  academic  titles  were  conferred  upon 
the  members  of  the  teaching  staff:  C.  B.  Lester»  Lecturer  in  Li- 
brary Science;  Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine,  Associate  Professor  of 
Bibliography;  Susan  Grey  Akers,  Assistant  Professor  of  Library 
Science;  Ethel  Marion  Fair,  Assistant  Professor  of  Library  Science; 
Agnes  King,  Assistant  Professor  of  Library  Science;  Mary  Katharine 
Reely,  Assistant  Professor  of  Bibliography. 


FIELD  VISITS 

Field  work  is  requiring  an  increasing  proportion  of  research  and 
written  report  as  the  scope  of  local  library  work  expands.  Our  field 
visiting  is  an  integral  part  of  the  educational  side  of  the  Ck>iiiiiiis- 
sion  duties.  With  the  possibilities  which  might  be  followed  up  in 
institution  work  and  the  need  for  intensive  field  work  for  the  exten- 
sion of  county  library  service,  we  request  favorable  consideration  for 
more  assistance  in  this  field  work  in  bringing  library  service  to  thoit 
WiscnnsJTi  citizens  who  now  have  no  such  local  service  available. 
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It  is  no  longer  possible  to  assume  to  visit  every  library  every  ^year. 
With  the  increase  in  libraries  and  our  small  staff  a  policy  of  more 
intensive  work  in  fewer  places  has  of  necessity  to  be  followed  for 
effective  results.  During  the  biennium  the  staff  visits  have  totaled 
419  to  309  Ubraries. 


TRAVELING  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

The  work  demanded  of  this  department  by  the  people  of  the  state 
continues  to  grow  year  by  year.  The  tables  printed  herewith  give 
a  graphic  presentation  of  the  problem  of  meeting  this  demand. 


Requests  Filled 


Communities 

Individuals 

Total 


1922-23 


3,463 
19  ,715 


28 .178 


1923-24 


2,503 
19.915 


22  ,418 


1924-26 


2,636 
20  ,967 


23  ,593 


1925-26 


2,425 
28 ,760 


26 ,185 


Books  Sent 

1922-23 

1923-24 

1924-26 

1926-26 

Communities. .- 

101 ,504 
41 ,830 

109  .559 
43  ,088 

113.246 
45 ,896 

108  .104 

Individuals 

68 ,757 

Total . 

143 .334 

152 ,647 

169  .142 

161 .861 

Communities  Served — by  Counties 

The  geographical  distribution  of  the  community  service  is  shown 
by  the  following  table.  From  these  communities  came  last  year 
2,425  requests  answered  with  108,104  books.  No  attempt  can  be 
made  to  show  the  distribution  of  the  23,760  requests  from  indi- 
viduals which  likewise  came  from  every  county  in  the  state. 


Adams 

Ashland.  . . 

Barron 

Bayfield.. 

Brown 

Buffalo 

Burnett.  . . 
Calumet- . 
Chippewa. 

Clark 

Columbia. 
Crawford.. 

Dane 

Dodge 

Door 

Douf las. . 

Dunn 

fisQ  Claire 


13 

9 

22 

41 

3 

13 

25 

8 

18 

31 

18 

24 

83 

11 

17 

12 

9 

6 


Marathon. 
Marinette. 
Marquette. 
Milwaukee 

Monroe 

Oconto 

Oneida 

Outagamie. 
Ozaukee... 

Pepin 

Pierce 

Polk 

Portage 

Price 

Racine 

Richland.. 

Rock 

Rusk 


19 
13 
13 

4 
23 
10 
40 
11 

o 

3 
19 
24 
10 
30 

4 
18 
15 
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TloreDce 

Fond 'du  Lac 

Forest 

Grant 

Green.^ 

Green  Lake. 

Iowa 

Iron 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Juneau 

Kenoeha 

Kewaunee.. 

La  Crosse 

Lafayette 

Langlade 

Lincoln 

Manitowoc. . 


5 

31 

27 

35 

20 

16 

25 

16 

12 

12 

16 

7 

5 

2 

13 

3 

19 

15 


St,  Croix 

Sauk 

Sawyer 

Shawano 

Sheboygan... 

Taylor 

Trempealeau. 

Vernon 

Vilas 

A^al  worth 

Washburn  .__ 
Washington.. 

Waukesha 

Waupaca 

Waushara 

Winnebago. . 
Wood 


ToUl 


39 
89 
50 
16 
9 
54 
15 
19 
31 
23 
32 
26 
19 
15 
15 


1^25 


There  is  need  for  a  full-time  cataloger  in  this  depigrtment  if  the 
collection  is  to  giye  full  service.  This  is  vital  to  any  adequate 
handling  of  the  growing  reference  work.  We  hope  the  legi&Iatoie 
may  make  possible  this  most  needed  help. 


LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  LIBRARY 

This  department  has  been  under  a  continuously  intensive  pressure 
of  work  throughout  the  biennium.  Following  the  regular  session 
came  the  special  work  Required  for  interim  committees  of  the  legis- 
lature. During  the  regular  session  of  1925|  the  drafting  room 
handled  2,247  bill  drafting  requests.  Every  member  of  either  house 
who  introduced  any  bill  or  resolution  or  amendment  made  use  of 
this  service.  Following  the  session  the  reference  work  continued  as 
exacting  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  biennium.  While  the 
principal  factor  was  the  work  required  lor  the  interim  committee  on 
administration  and  taxation,  there  was  also  an  unusual  amount  of 
work  for  state  departments. 


"BOOKS  AND  LIFE"  AT  THE  4-H  CAMPS 

In  planning  for  the  District  4-H  Camps  in  1925,  the  director  se- 
lected the  subject  "Books  and  Life"  as  the  theme  for  discussion 
around  the  camp-fire  on  the  first  day  of  each  camp.  The  Commis- 
sion assisted  in  planning  this  part  of  the  program,  supplied  a  se- 
lected collection  of  books  for  each  camp  and  provided  for  distribu- 
tion copies  of  a  list  selected  from  the  viewi)oint  of  the  work  done 
in  the  camps.  Local  librarians  near  the  camps  gladly  gave  assist- 
ance in  putting  on  the  Sunset  Programs. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ACTIVITIES 

We  are  reporting  public  library  activities  very  fully  in  the  Bulle- 
tin, particularly  in  the  shorter  notes  in  'Round  the  Circle.  This  is 
in  accordance  with  the  expressed  desire  of  many  librarians  to  have 
early  information  about  what  other  libraries  are  doing.  ^  Special 
reports  have  been  given  for  such  activities  as  Children's  Book  WedL 
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The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  American  Library  Association  in 
1926,  is  a  sisrnificant  milestone  in  public  library  affairs.  Similarly 
in  Wisconsin  a  number  of  libraries  have  given  special  recognition  by 
public  meetings  and  otherwise  to  the  completion  of  varying  periods 
of  service  to  the  people.  These  have  also  been  fully  reported  in  the 
Bulletin.  Among  these  may  be  noted  Fond  du  Lac,  Hartford,  Lady- 
smith,  Madison,  Oshkosh,  Pewaukee,  Sparta  and  Tomah. 

The  Wisconsin  Library  Association  held  its  annual  meetings  in 
October  1924  at  Oconomowoc  and  in  October  1925  at  La  *  Crosse. 
The  1926  meeting  will  be  held  in  September  at  Kenosha. 

The  Fox  River  Valley  Library  Association  has  been  revived  and 
has  held  meetings  in  January  1925  at  Menasha,  in  April  1925  at 
Oshkosh  and  in  April  1926  at  Green  Bay. 

Institutes  and  district  meetings  have  been  held  at  Beloit,  Blair, 
Fairchild,  Manitowoc,  Monroe,  Racine  (for  Racine  County)  and 
Wausau.  The  third  annual  staff  institute  at  Milwaukee  in  Feb- 
ruary 1925  was  especially  noteworthy  for  the  presentation  of  the 
service  of  the  library  in  industry. 

BETTER  CITIES  CONTEST 

The  inauguration  of  the  Better  Cities  Contest  by  the  Conference 
of  Social  Work  was  referred  to  in  our  previous  report.  The  contest 
ended  on  July  1,  1925.  Fourteen  cities  completed  the  scoring  sched- 
ules. Ladysmith  ranked  first  in  library  service  among  four  cities 
under  10,000  population,  and  Kenosha  (which  won  the  contest)  was 
first  on  the  library  score  among  larger  cities. 

CERTIFICATION 

The  certification  law  for  librarians  and  full  time  assistants  in  pub- 
lic libraries  has  now  been  in  effect  for  three  and  a  half  years.  We 
believe  it  is  proving  its  worth  as  an  expression  of  needed  standards 
for  library  administration  under  conditions  as  they  are  in  our  state. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  meetings  of  the  Certifica- 
tion Board  were  held  on  August  2  and  November  1,  1924;  Janu- 
ary 10,  April  18,  and  June  6,  1925;  and  January  9  and  June  5,  1926. 
The  record  of  the  Board's  work  up  to  this  date  is  as  follows: 

Certificates  granted,  grade  one,  66;  grade  two,  54;  grade  three, 
113;  grade  four,  56.     Licenses  granted,  38.     Permits  granted,  3. 

WISCONSIN  LIBRARY  BULLETIN 

In  order  to  save  expense  of  printing  and  avoid  duplication  the 
monthly  issues  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Bulletin  are  referred  to  for 
detailed  information  regarding  current  library  conditions  and  prog- 
ress. The  usual  statistical  tables  have  been  prepared  from  reports 
received  in  1926  for  the  latest  completed  fiscal  year. 
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STATEMENT  OP   FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSE- 
MENTS BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR 
WORK    OTHER    THAN    LEGISLATIVE 
REFERENCE 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1925 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1924 

General  operation |2,878.87 

Library  School  - 193.18 

Books 318.36 

Fire  Insurance  Fund  (Books) 80.20 

Annual  appropriation   55,600.00 

Receipts : 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publications.         994.59 
Tuition   received   from   students   at 

Library   School   ._       2,793.81 

Lost  Books 558.70 

163,347.71 

Diaburaements: 

Purchase  of  books 10,393.74 

Expense  maintaining  Library  School- 
quarters,  new  equipment 1,446.82 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Li- 
brary School  staff,  traveling  li- 
brary  and   study  club,   general 

administration   36,495.87 

Subscriptions    .  388.65 

Traveling  Expenses  1,748.15 

Insurance    251.91 

Stationery,  postage,  freight,  express, 

telegraph 5,825.51 

Printing  and  Binding ^ 2,403.72 

Balance  July  1,  1925 1 4,322.79 

Fire  Insurance  Fund 70.55 

163,347.71 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1926 
Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1925 

Creneral   Operation   $3,722.50 

Library   School    99.43 

Books  491.21 

Fire  Insurance  Fund    (Books) 9.65 

Annual  Appropriation 55,500.00 

Receipts 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publications, 

miscellaneous    1,065.07 
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Tuition    received   from    students    at 

Library    School    2,860^2 

Lost  Books 787.48 

Fire  Insurance  Fund    (Books) 24.09 

Diabii  raemtnta ; 

Purchase  of  books 10,646.16 

Expense  maintaining  Library  School 

quarters,   new  equipment 1,366.14 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Li- 
brary School  statf,  travelinc  li- 
brary  and   study   club,  general 

administration    38,287.82 

Subscriptions    375.86 

Travelins  Expenses 1,616.77 

Insurance    261.91 

Stationery,  postage,  freight,  express, 

telegraph,  misc. 6,672.36 

Printing  and  Binding 2,798.23 

Balance  July  1,  1926 2,622.78 

Fire  Insurance  Fund    (Books) 33,74 


STATEMENT  OF   FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSE' 

MENTS  BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR 

LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  AND  DRAFTING 

For  Year  Ending  June  SO,  1925 
Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1924 |17,789.42 

Appropriation 31,000.00 

»48,789.4i 

D  is  6  ur semen  t»: 

Salaries    and    wages    in    Legislative 

Reference  work   23,387X14 

Salaries    and   wages,    Drafting    De* 

partment  12,933.06 

Books  and  periodicals 466.66 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous,  print- 
ing, postage,  express,  tele- 
phone, binding:,  etc.  1,062.72 

Balance  July  1,  1925 10,940.04 

M8,789.42 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1926 
Fiinih  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1925 10,940.04 

Appropriation    81,000.00 

f41,t40JH 
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Dishuraements : 

Salaries    and    wages    in    lesrislatiye 

Reference  work 22,646.91 

Salaries  and  wages,  drafting  depart- 
ment    87.35 

Books  and  periodicals 687.17 

Supplies  and  miscellaneousi  printing, 
postage,  express,  telephone,  bind- 
ing, etc. 1348.99 

Balance  July  1,  1926 17,320.62 

$41,949.04 
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SECRETARY'S   REPORT 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  (1)  to 
assist  in  the  establishment,  maintenance  and  operation  of  public  li- 
braries, (2)  to  instruct  students  in  library  work  and  to  continue  the 
instruction  of  active  librarians  through  visiting  and  advice,  (3)  to 
maintain  a  legislative  reference  library  of  material  especially  needed 
by  members  of  the  legislature  and  state  officers,  and  to  provide  trained 
assistance  for  members  in  the  technical  drafting  of  bills,  and  (4)  to 
make  available  books,  traveling  libraries,  pictures  and  other  educa- 
tional material  for  individuals,  organizations  and  communities  not 
having  local  library  service. 

For  carrying  out  these  duties  the  Commission  is  organized  in  de- 
partments under  the  direction  of  these  chiefs:  Library  School,  Mary 
Emogene  Hazeltine;  Traveling  Library  and  Study  Clubs,  Harriet  C. 
Long;  Book  Selection,  Mary  Katharine  Reely;  Legislative  Reference, 
Edwin  E.  Witte. 

As  has  been  customary  in  recent  years,  this  report  is  made  a  sum- 
mary statement,  outlining  significant  facts  in  the  library  progress  of 
the  state.  Statistical  compilations  are  included  for  all  libraries  re- 
porting to  the  Commission.  The  work  .of  the  various  departments  of 
the  Commission  work  is  briefly  summarized  and  statistical  state- 
ments are  included. 

For  the  detailed  story  we  refer  to  the  monthly  issues  of  the  Wis- 
consin Library  Bulletin,  where  we  endeavor  to  print  the  history  and 
progress  of  Wisconsin  library  affairs  currently.  Economy  in  print- 
ing expenditure  urges  against  the  repetition  of  detail  here,  and  the 
value  ofl  current  reporting  equally  urges  upon  us  the  emphasis 'in 
the  use  of  the  Bulletin  as  the  avenue  for  the  detailed  story  of  Wis- 
consin library  affairs. 

COUNTY  LIBRARIES 

County  library  conferences  have  been  held  at  Madison  on  April  2, 
1927,  and  April  27,  1928.  These  meetings  have  been  very  valuable 
for  discussion  of  current  problems  among  our  county  libraries. 

The  development  of  county  libraries  has  also  been  emphasised  as  a 
topic  at  regional  meetings  of  the  Wisconsin  Conference  of  Social 
Work  at  Eau  Claire  in  September  28,  1927,  and  at  Marinette  on  Miay 

3,  1928. 

Special  effort  will  be  made  to  assist  in  a  county  library  campaign 
in  some  county  during  the  coming  year.  The  development  of  more 
adequate  county  library  systems  in  various  parts  of  the  state  will, 
through  example,  furnish  the  best  incentive  towards  the  more  rapid 
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spread  of  this  method  of  local  library  seryice  which  alone  can  fulls 
meet  the  library  needs  of  rural  Wisconsin. 

We  are  printing  in  the  Bulletin  frequent  county  library  notes  and 
news.  The  January  1928  issue  is  mainly  devoted  to  this  subject,  and 
full  reports  of  the  Conferences  were  printed  in  the  issues  for  April, 
1927,  and  June,  1928. 

PUBLIC    LIBRARY    ANNIVERSARIES 

In  our  preceding  report,  we  have  called  attention  to  the  recognition 
by  public  exercises  of  many  library  anniversaries  particularly  in  1926. 
To  this  list  may  now  be  added  Barron,  Boscobel,  Durand,  Galesville, 
Kaukauna,  Kilboum,  Rice  Lake,  and  Watertown,  all  of  which  have 
recognized  the  completion  of  varying  periods  of  public  service  and 
usefulness,  with  not  only  a  history  of  past  achievement  but  with  the 
determination  from  this  record  to  go  forward  to  even  better  service 
in  the  future  years. 

BOOK   WEEK 

Children's  Book  Week  in  November  has  continued  to  be  very  widely 
observed  by  Wisconsin  libraries  and  many  interesting  programs  have 
been  developed.  The  observance  of  the  week  is  regularly  reported  in 
detail  in  the  December  Bulletin. 

ASSOCIATIONS 

Meetings  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Association  have  been  held  at 
Kenosha,  September  15-17,  1926,  and  at  Green  Bay,  October  4-^,  1927. 
The  meeting  for  1928  will  be  held  at  Milwaukee,  October  10-12.  The 
Fox  River  Valley  Library  Association  held  its  1927  meeting  at 
Waupun  and  that  for  1928  at  Appleton.  Full  reports  for  the  state 
meetings  were  given  in  the  Bulletins  for  October,  1926,  and  November, 
19^.7. 

LIBRARIES   AND    SCHOOLS 

Th#  work  of  public  libraries  with  the  schools  is  a  phase  of  library 
work  which  is  showing  rapid  development.  We  are  contributing  to 
this  through  the  library  training  for  teacher-librarians  given  in  the 
Library  School.  We  believe  this  points  in  the  future  to  a  greater  use 
of  public  library  facilities  as  the  school  children,  being  trained  more 
and  more  in  the  use  of  the  library  as  a  tool,  graduate  into  citizenship 
where  they  will  continue  the  use  of  the  library  in  their  daily  lives. 

CERTIFICATION 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  rei>ort,  the  Public  Library  GertxH- 
cation  Board  has  held  three  meetings,  on  January  8  and  July  1,  1927, 
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and  January  14,  1928.  Certificates,  licenses,  and  permits  have  been 
icranted  as  follows :-— certificates,  grade  one,  20;  grade  two,  11;  grade 
three,  33;  g^rade  four,  18;  licenses,  26;  permits,  5. 

SOME  SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 

In  connection  with  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Wisconsin  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs  there  have  been  meetings  arranged  for 
trustees  at  Madison  in  1926  and  at  Milwaukee  in  1927.  The  women's 
clubs  have  always  been  staunch  .supporters  of  the  public  library  move- 
ment and  many  library  projects  have  been  initiated  by  them. 

At  the  state  meeting  of  the  P.  T.  A.  at  Madison  in  April,  1928,  a 
program  was  arranged  for  a  meeting  on  children's  reading,  which  was 
very  largely  attended.  This  meeting  is  reported  fully  in  the  Bulletin 
for  May,  1928. 

A  LOAN  TO  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Late  in  1927,  the  Public  Library  Commission  of  British  Columbia 
invited  the  secretary  of  this  Commission  to  come  to  the  Province  to 
act  as  advisor  in  the  completion  of  a  library  survey  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  program  for  library  development.  Leave  of  absence  was 
granted  for  this  purpose  and  for  several  months  the  secretary  was  in 
British  Columbia  engaged  in  this  work.  It  is  expected  that  the  full  re- 
port will  be  completed  during  a  second  and  shorter  visit  in  the  fall  of 
1928. 

LIBRARY   SCHOOL 

In  1927  the  Library  School  graduated  its  twenty-first  class.  Our 
quarters  are  badly  crowded  and  the  space  occupied  in  the  Madison 
Free  Library  building  will  ere  long  be  needed  for  the  growing  work 
of  that  institution.  We  hope  that  library  developments  at  the  Uni- 
versity may  open  the  way  to  a  solution  of  this  problem. 

Thirty-five  students  were  graduated  from  the  regular  course  in 
1927,  and  forty-two,  the  largest  number  in  the  history  of  the  School, 
in  1928.  The  summer  session  of  lir2fi  brought  forty-oight  student.^ 
twenty-eight  in  the  public  library  course  and  twenty  teacher-librarians. 
The  same  total  attended  in  the  summer  of  11)27,  of  whom  twenty- 
.«even  were  in  the  pulilic  library  course  and  twenty-one,  teacher-li- 
brarians. The  School  has  also  continued  the  two-hour  course  dur- 
ing the  regular  year  for  students  from  the  School  of  Education. 

TRAVELING    LIBRARY   DEPARTMENT 

The  Traveling  Library  Department  has  continued  to  givt»  an  ex- 
ceptional .service  to  the  peopio  of  the  state.  The  incoming  first  class 
mail  exceeded  40,000  items  last  year,  of  the  most  varied  character. 
There  are  re^iuests  for  individual  books  and  for  colU'ctions  for  com- 
munity use,  reference  (luestions,  reciuusts  for  reading  proirrams  for 
groups  and  for  the  individual  reader. 
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Despite  the  obvious  limitations  of  long-distance  library  service, 
many  thousands  of  people  of  this  state  must  continue  to  depend  upon 
this  Department  until  county  library  systems  can  be  developed  and 
supported.  We  must  therefore  make  our  service  as  highly  efficient 
as  possible.  Selection  of  books  in  accordance  with  state  needs,  prompt 
preparation  for  use,  immediate  response  to  all  requests,  trained 
Inference  help,  and  the  development  of  reading  lists  suited  to  in- 
dividual interests  characterize  the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  quarters  occupied  by  this  Department  in  the  Annex  are 
crowded  and  inadequate,  and  only  the  devotion  of  an  efficiently  or- 
ganized staff  could  possibly  maintain  the  high  grade  of  service 
rendered  by  this  Department. 

The  extent  and  character  of  the  service  demanded  from  us  by  the 
people  is  indicated  statistically  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

KKQT'KSTS    FIL.LKI) 

1H24-25      1925-26      192B-27      1»27-2S 

Communities    2.636  2,425  2,57.^  2.31S 

Individuals     2«.9.57  23.76n  24,l»f>7        22.^r.< 

Total     2:«,:>9:{  26.lJ<r>  27,480        20.174 

HOOKS    KKNT 

1924-2D      1925-26      1926-27      l927-'2it 

rommunitl«'.v    113.246        108,104        112,009      104.H»4 

Jnilivlduals      45.896  53,7r,7  54.475        55.269 


Total     159.142        161, «61        166.4!{4      l^>^37.-. 

LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

During;  the  regular  session  of  1927,  this  Department  handled  2903 
drafting  re(iuests.  To  this  number  must  be  added  201  such  request.^ 
durinjr  the  two  special  sessions  of  1928.  These  totals  were  greater 
than  during  any  previous  biennium.  Every  individual  member  of 
the  Lejrislature  who  introduced  any  bills,  resolutions,  or  amendments 
made  use  of  the  service  at  some  time,  and  drafting  work  was  also  done 
for  every  committee  of  both  houses  concerned  with  the  considera- 
ticm  of  the  subject  matter  of  bills. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  similar  statistical  statement  for  the  tre- 
mendous amount  of  reference  work  done  through  the  library. 
(Current  library  service  to  readers,  supply  of  books  and  other  material 
from  the  shelves,  information  service  from  our  reference  resources, 
cannot  be  recorded,  especially  in  the  rush  of  session  work.  A  record  is 
made,  however,  of  all  "reference  requests"  not  answered  immediately 
hut  reciuirin^  some  research  for  later  answer,  whether  after  only  a 
few  hours  or  after  days  or  weeks  of  intensive  study.  Such  recorded 
requests  total  more  than  four  thousand  for  the  biennium,  of  which 
1570  are  during  the  session  period,  January  1,  to  June  30,  1927. 

The  1927  legislature  created  or  continued  no  less  than  ten  interim 
committees,  several  of  which  were  concerned  with  subjects  which 
brought  to  this  Department  a  very  considerable  amount  of  work  dur- 
ing this  period. 


Seventeenth  Biennial  Report  7 

FINANCES 

The  increase  in  our  operating:  appropriations  has  been  of  the 
greatest  value  in  overcoming  the  serious  limitations  under  which  we 
worked  in  the  preceding  biennium.  While  we  cannot  as  yet  add  a 
full-time  field  worker,  much  more  field  work  has  been  made  possible, 
and.it  is  to  be  expected  that  this  may  be  even  more  fully  organized 
during  the  coming  year. 

It  may  be  expected  that  the  new  postage  rate  on  books  which  goes 
into  effect  on  July  1,  1928,  will  enable  us  to  show  a  substantial  saving 
in  this  item  of  expenditure. 

The  chief  need  in  our  finances  is  now  some  reasonable  increase  in 
our  book  fund  which  has  not  been  changed  since  1923,  despite  the  in- 
creasing demands  upon  it.  It  must  be  remembered  in  this  connection 
that  this  one  fund  of  |10,000  must  not  only  supply  the  book  stock  of  the 
Library  School  as  well  as  the  Traveling  Library  Department,  but  must 
also  pay  for  all  capital  additions  to  permanent  equipment  such  as 
catalog  cases  for  the  growing  card  catalog.  We  hope  the  next 
legislature  may  provide  some  increase  in  this  fund. 


CHANGES  IN  LIBRARIANS 
Up  to  date  of  publication 

Algoma Helen  Zastrow  Schaida 

Antigo Marion  M.  Spear 

Argyle Marjorie  Muenich 

Bayfield Eutoka  Fisher 

Benton Mrs.  Olga  Sproule   (Pres.) 

Burlington Helen  Smith 

Columbus Helen  M.  Deffner 

Durand Mrs.  H.  T.  Fox 

Edgerton Blanche  N.  Pincus 

Ladysmith Anne  C.  Strlekar 

Manitowoc  Florence  E.  Dunton 

New  London Alice  Freiburger 

New  Richmond Anna  A.  S^sbaugh 

Oconto  Falls Mrs.  Lulu  Wahl 

Peshtigo ' Mrs.  F.  M.  Brown 

Rhinelander Mrs.  Alice  J.  Raymond 

Richland  Center Mrs.  Blanche  F.  Smith 

Seymour  Mrs.  Grace  McBain 

South  Milwaukee Barbara  Olsen 

Shullsburg Mae  Webb  and  Sara  J.  Honeycomb 

Whitewater Marguerite  McDonald 
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statement  of  funds  available  to,  and  disburse- 
ments by,  the  free  library  commission  for  work 
other  than  legislative  reference 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1927 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1926 

General  operation $1,746.46 

Library  School 42.78 

Books 733.54 

Annual  appropriation   55,500.00 

Receipts: 

Subscriptions,  sales  of  publications 998.41 

Tuition  received  from  students  at  Li- 
brary School   2,355.96 

Lost  Books 490.86 

Fire  Insurance   (Books)   7.57 


$61,875.57 


DisburaementH : 

Purchase  of  books $10,653.91 

Expense    maintaining    Library    School 

quarters,  new  equipment 1,746.33 

Salaries  and  wages,  including  Library 

School    staff,    traveling    library    and 

study  club,  general  administration.-  38,207.67 

Travelling  expenses 1,486.78 

Insurance    193.58 

Stationery,    postage,    freight,    express, 

telegraph 5,628.86 

Printing  and  Binding 1,697.17 

Balance  July  1.  1927 2,256.02 

Fire  Insurance  Fund 5.25 


$61,875.57 


For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1928 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1927 

General   Operation   $1,539.51 

Library   School   143.71 

Books 570.48 

Fire  Insurance  Fund  (Books) 2.32 

Annual  appropriation 62,500.00 
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Receipts: 

Subscriptions,     sales     of     publications 

miscellaneous 947.03 

Tuition  received  from  students  at  li- 
brary School 3,506.15 

Lost  Books 440.81 

Fire  Insurance  Funds  (Books) 120.07 


Disbursements : 

Purchase  of  books S10,521.G5 

Expense    maintaining    Library    School 

quarters,  new  equipment l,6i*8.U8 

Salaries  and*  wages,  including  Library 

School    staff,    traveling    library    and 

study  club,  general  administration..  40,654.24 

Traveling  Expenses 1.460.21 

Insurance    232.86 

Stationery,    postage,    freight,    express, 

(                                               telegraph,  misc. 8,604.36 

I                                          Printing  and  Binding 2,785.47 

?                                           Balance   July   1,   1928 3,741.76 

I                                          Fire  Insurance  Fund  (Books) 70.55 


$69,772.^ 


169,772.41 


STATEMENT    OF    FUNDS    AVAILABLE    TO,    AND    DISBURSE 
MENTS    BY.    THE    FREE    LIBRARY    COMMISSION    FOR 
LEGISLATIVE    REFERENCE    AND    DRAFTING 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1927 

Fti}idi<  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1926 $17,320.62 

Appropriation    31,000.00 

948,320.62 

Disbur8fwe)itH: 

Salaries     and     wages     in     Legiskitive 

Reference  work $19,771.56 

Salaries  and  wages.  Drafting  Depart- 
ment    13,878.18 

Books  and  periodicals 574.00 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous,  printing, 
postage,  express,  telephone,  binding, 
etc.    1,990.00 

Balance  July  1.  1927 12,106.88 

$48^20.e2 
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For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1928 

Funds  available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1927 _-_$12,106.88 

Appropriation    31,000.00 


Disbursements: 

Salaries  and  wages  in  Legislative 
Reference   work    $18,787.57 

Salaries  and  wages,  drafting  depart- 
ment   2,962.81 

Books  and  periodicals 693.50 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous,  printing, 
postage,  express,  telephone,  binding, 
etc 1,309.35 

Balance  July  1,  1928 19,353.65 


$43,106.88 


$43,106.88 
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7. 
EIGHTEENTH  BIENNIAL  REPORT       /f^ 


OF  THE 


WISCONSIN 


FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


Biennial  Period  Ending  June  30,   1930 


Published  by  Authority  of  Law 


MADISON,  WISCONSIN 


WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


Ex  Officio: 

Glenn  Frank,  President  of  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin, Madison. 

John  Callahan,  State  Superintendent,  Madison. 

JOSETH  SCHAFBE,  Superintendent,  State  Historical  So- 
ciety, Madiaon. 

Appointed  by  the  Governor: 
Zona  Gale,  Portage. 
J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  Waukesha. 

Officers: 

J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  Chairman. 
Joseph  SCHAFER,  Vice  Chairman, 
C.  B.  Lester,  Secretary. 


Madison,  Wis.,  July  1.  1930. 

To  Hon.  Walter  J.  Kohler,  Governor: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  elffhteentli 
biennial  report  of  the  Wiaconsin  Free  Library  Commission, 
as  prepared  by  the  secretary,  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 43.09  of  ttie  Wisconsin  Statutes,  and  covering  the 
period  from  July  1,  1928,  to  June  30,  1930. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  Chairman. 


WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


SECRrarART'S  REPORT 

As  has  been  customary  for  some  years  this  biennial  report  of  the 
Commission  is  made  a  brief  summary  of  the  activities  of  the  Com- 
mission and  of  the  important  points  in  library  development  in  the 
state.  Detailed  information  is  printed  regularly  in  the  Wisconsin 
Library  Bulletin.  We  believe  that  it  is  not  economical  to  duplicate 
this  information  in  any  extended  form  in  this  report.  Reference  is, 
therefore,  made  to  the  BuQetin  for  more  detailed  statements. 

The  detailed  statistical  tables  compiled  from  reports  of  public  li- 
braries are  included  as  usual.  This  detailed  information  is  not 
made  available  otherwise  and  forms  the  basis  for  guidance  of  much 
of  our  work  with  public  libraries  during  the  ensuing  two  years. 

ORGANIZATION 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  (1)  to 
assist  in  the  establishment,  maintenance  and  operation  of  public  li- 
braries, (2)  to  instruct  students  in  library  work  and  to  continue 
the  instruction  of  active  librarians  through  visiting  and  advice,  (3) 
to  maintain  a  legislative  reference  library  of  material  especially 
needed  by  members  of  the  legislature  and  state  officers,  and  to  pro- 
vide trained  assistance  for  members  in  the  technical  drafting  of 
bills,  and  (4)  to  make  available  books,  traveling  libraries,  pictures 
and  other  educational  material  for  individuals,  organizations  and 
conununities  not  having  local  library  service. 

For  carrying  out  these  duties  the  Commission  is  organized  in  de- 
partments under  the  direction  of  these  chiefs:  Library  School, 
Mary  Emogene  Hazeltine;  Traveling  Library  and  Study  Clubs,  Har- 
riet C.  Long;  Book  Selection,  Mary  Katharine  Reely;  Legrislative 
Reference,  Edwin  E.  Witte. 

RURAL  LIBRARY  SERVICE 

The  big  problem  before  Wisconsin  in  its  public  library  develop- 
ment is  adequate  library  service  for  the  people  in  the  rural  districts 
and  the  small  towns  and  villages.  Certainly  if  there  is  any  justifi- 
cation for  free  public  library  service  to  any  of  the  people  the  same 
arguments  apply  not  only  for  the  people  in  the  large  cities,  but 
also  for  the  people  in  the  rural  districts. 

A  detailed  and  comprehensive  study  of  the  situation  in  this  state 
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regarding  public  library  service  has  been  made  by  Miss  Long  and 
printed  in  the  January  1930  issue  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Bulle- 
tin (pp.  1-19).  In  this  study  Miss  Long  points  out  that  779,000 
Wisconsin  people  are  without  local  public  library  service. 

We  have  twenty-two  counties  in  which  some  appropriation  for 
public  library  facilities  is  made  from  county  funds.  In  twelve  of 
these  counties,  however,  this  statement  applies  only  to  the  old  and 
totally  inadequate  county  traveling  library  method  or  to  a  county 
book  service  primarily  for  country  schools,  as  in  Douglas  and 
Kenosha.  We  have  five  counties  only  in  which  more  than  half  the 
people  maintain  local  public  libraries.  We  have  forty-one  counties 
in  which  fewer  people  live  in  communities  maintaining  libraries 
than  live  outside  and  maintain  none.  In  three  counties  there  are 
no  public  libraries. 

Library  extension  authorities  are  convinced  that  any  adequate 
rural  library  service  is  dependent  upon  the  organization  of  county 
or  other  large  unit  library  systems.  We  recognize,  of  course,  that 
the  primary  bar  to  development  in  this  field  is  financial.  We  lock 
forward  to  the  time  when  some  equalization  of  the  burden  of  taxB' 
tion  may  be  put  into  effect  in  the  publip  library  field.  In  this  con- 
nection we  would  call  attention  to  the  following  resolution  which 
was  adopted  by  the  Council  of  the  American  Library  Association  at 
its  meeting  in  Los  Angeles  in  June  1930 :  "Resolved,  That  the 
Council  of  the  American  Library  Association  endorse  the  principle 
of  state  aid,  in  generous  amount,  for  county  and  other  large  unit 
rural  public  library  service.  The  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted." 

LOCAL  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

The  progress  in  local  public  library  service  in  this  state,  which  is 
recognized  all  over  the  country,  has  been  made  possible  largel; 
through  the  continued  advice  and  guidance  by  the  Commission  for 
the  small  public  libraries.  The  field  visitors  of  the  Commission 
staff  (who  are  also  the  faculty  of  the  Library  School)  keep  in  touch 
throughout  the  year  with  all  the  public  libraries  and  endeavor  to 
visit  as  many  as  possible  of  the  smaller  libraries  at  least  once  each 
year.  During  the  last  fiscal  year  251  such  visits  were  made  by  thii 
staff  to  199  libraries  in  164  communities.  There  is  also  maintained 
a  constant  service  of  advice,  instruction,  suggestion,  and  guidanc* 
through  correspondence  and  through  the  printed  Bulletin.  This 
kind  of  assistance  alone  makes  possible  the  grade  of  service  whiek 
is  now  available  from  the  small  public  libraries  with  untrained  li- 
brarians, and  extends  the  value  of  the  expenditures  made  by  Ae 
local  communities  for  their  support. 


BOOK  WEEK 

Wisconsin   libraries    have   continued    to    recognue   very  generaOy 
the  possibilities  in  the  observance  of  Book  Week  annually  in  Novui- 
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ber.  For  many  communities  the  observance  of  this  week  strikes  the 
note  which  tones  the  service  of  the  library  throughout  the  year  A 
detailed  report  of  the  observance  of  Book  Week  is  given  in  the  Decem- 
ber Bulletin,  annually. 

LIBRARY  ,  BUILDINGS 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  there  has  been  an  unusual 
activity  in  new  building  facilities  for  public  libraries.  We  would 
call  attention  particularly  to  the  following:  Cedarburg  (community 
building) »  Colby  (community  building),  Delton  (Marshall  Memo- 
rial),  Elkhom  (Matheson  Memorial),  Fort  Atkinson  (addition  for 
children's  library),  Hartford  (City  Hall),  Kenosha  (children's  li- 
brary), Markesan  (new  building),  Menasha  (addition),  Oshkosh 
(new  south  side  branch),  Watertown  (Cole  Memorial  addition), 
Wausau  (Parcher  Memorial  addition).  We  should  note  also  the 
new  Lane  Memorial  Library  at  Ripon  College  and  the  progress  of 
plans  for  a  new  library  building  at  Racine. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  SURVEY 

The  American  Legion,  Department  of  Wisconsin,  in  1929  adopted 
plans  for  a  state  wide  survey  of  community  resources  as  its  com- 
munity project  for  the  year  1930.  The  work  was  developed  largely 
upon  the  experience  and  procedure  of  the  Better  States  Contest  of 
five  years  ago.  The  public  library  was  one  of  the  community  facili- 
ties considered  in  this  project.  For  use  in  this  survey  a  public  li- 
brary schedule  was  developed.  It  is  hoped  that  this  survey  work 
will  result  in  much  more  definite  community  knowledge  of  the  public 
library  and  realization  of  its  possibilities,  and  that  this  will  bring  an 
added  force  in  support  of  the  local  public  library. 

ASSOCIATIONS 

The  Wisconsin  Library  Association  met  in  Milwaukee  October  10- 
12,  1928^  and  at  Wausau  October  2-4,  1929.  For  1930  it  is  planned 
to  meet  with  other  north  central  states  in  a  joint  conference  at 
St.  Paul.  Full  reports  for  these  meetings  were  given  in  the  Bulle- 
tins for  November  each  year. 

The  Fox  River  Valley  Association  has  held  its  meetings  at  Fond 
du  Lac  May  2,  1929,  and  at  Green  Bay  April  23,  1930. 

CERTIFICATION 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  the  Public  Library  Cer- 
tification Board  has  held  four  meetings:  July  14,  1928,  January  12 
and  July  13,  1929,  January  11,  1930.  A  summary  of  the  action 
taken  is  as  follows:  certificates  grade  one,  26;  grade  two,  14;  grade 
three,  39;  grade  four,  67;  licenses,  69;  permits,  5. 
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LIBRARY   SCHOOL 

The  Library  School  was  established  in  1905  to  conduct  a  full  year 
course.  It  has  also  continued  the  short  summer  session  inaugurated 
in  1896.  and  in  1917  added  instruction  in  teacher -librarian  work. 
The  staff  who  conduct  the  field  viaitine  of  the  Commission  are  also 
the  Library  School  Faculty,  and  so  brinf^  to  the  classroom  work  an 
immediat«  contact  with  the  practical  problems  of  the  small  public 
library. 

In  the  regular  one  year  class  the  School  graduated  forty-one  (41) 
studenU  each  in  1929  and  in  1930.  The  summer  session  of  1928 
enrolled  thirty-one  (31)  in  the  public  librarian  course  and  twenty- 
four  (24)  in  the  Teacher- Librarian  course.  No  summer  session  was 
held  in  1929,  the  time  being  devoted  to  the  Summer  Conference.  In 
the  two  hour  course  throughout  the  year  for  teacher -librarians,  in 
cooperation  with  the  School  of  Education,  there  were  enrolled  six- 
teen  (16)   in  1928,  and  twenty-three  (23)  in  1929. 

The  bibliographies  prepared  by  many  of  the  students  are  upon 
questions  for  which  there  is  immediate  practical  demand.  In  the 
last  year  twenty-three  (23)  such  bibliographies  were  prepared  in 
response  to  requests  from  the  Legislative  Reference  Library,  other 
state  departments,  and  members  of  the  University  Faculty.  In  1930 
the  Alumni  Association  of  the  School  instituted  an  Alumni  Lecture- 
ship for  the  benefit  of  the  class,  resident  alumni,  and  other  friends. 
Dr.  Hamlin  Garland  was  the  speaker  this  year. 


SUMMER  CONFERENCE 

In  1929  in  place  of  the  usual  summer  session  of  the  Library 
School  the  Commission  organized  a  Fourth  Summer  Library  Con- 
ference. This  program  again  proved  to  be  a  notable  success,  like  its 
three  predecessors,  and  brought  a  high  measure  of  inspiration  and 
enlightenment  not  only  to  a  registration  of  131  from  Wisconsin  but 
to  some  70  others  from  23  other  states. 


TRAVELING  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

This  department  has  continued  to  render  a  significant  service  in 
supplementing  the  book  supplies  of  small  public  libraries  and  in  such 
book  service  as  the  state  is  able  to  render  to  the  large  rural  popu- 
lation without  local  public  libraries.  The  total  book  service  during 
the  last  year,  as  shown  by  the  table  herewith,  is  a  notable  increa% 
over  any  pievious  year.  The  number  of  books  sent  out  was  11,000 
more  thnn  the  largest  previous  record,  and  there  were  3,000  more  re- 
quests answered  than  ever  before  in  one  year.  We  ascribe  this  more 
extended  service  to  the  larger  book  resources  made  available  through 
thi-  incrensi!  in  our  book  appropriation  by  the  legislature  of  1929. 

Another  notcible  element  in  our  work  during  this  biennium  is  in 
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the  reading:  course  service  developed  for  prisoners  at  Waupun  and 
Green  Bay.  This  has  been  stated  to  be  "the  most  completely  devel- 
oped system  found  in  any  American  penal  institution." 

Some  measure  of  the  work  done  by  this  department  may  be  shown 
by  the  tables  given  herewith  which  afford  comparison  for  the  past 
four  years.  We  may  note  here  that  there  is  a  definite  decrease  in 
the  postage  costs  for  books  sent  by  mail,  due  to  the  decreased  post- 
age rate  provided  by  law,  in  effect  on  July  1,  1928. 

BOOKS  SENT 

192fi-27  1927-28  1928-29  1929-30 

Communities     112,009  104,104  102.466  108,198 

Individuals     54,475  55,269  57,326  69.437 

Total     166,484  159,373  159,792  177,635 

REQTJESTS    FILLED 

1926-27  1927-28  1928-29  1929-30 

Communities     2,573  2,318  2,419  2.611 

Individuals     24,907  22,856  25,140  27,974 


Total    27,480  26,174  27,559  30,585 


LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  legrislative  session  of  1929  was  the  longest  on  record,  and  na- 
turally the  drafting  work  of  this  department  shows  a  record  break- 
ing total  There  were  3,614  drafting  requests  filed,  this  number  ex- 
ceeding by  700  any  previous  total.  Work  was  done  for  every  mem- 
ber of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  in  addition  to  the  work  done 
for  comhiittees  and  state  departments. 

While  the  drafting  work  is  restricted  to  the  time  of  session  and 
the  weeks  immediately  preceding,  the  reference  work  and  the  com- 
pilation of  material  is  as  heavy  in  the  period  between  sessions  as 
during  the  session.  This  is  due  not  only  to  the  collection  of  material 
for  session  work  but  also  to  the  large  amount  of  such  work  required 
by  interim  committees.  It  is  possible  to  keep  a  statistical  record 
only  of  such  work  of  this  type  as  requires  some  research  and  is 
recorded  for  answer  later,  rather  than  at  the  moment.  Of  such 
recorded  reference  requests  there  were  2112  during  the  last  session 
year. 

The  legislature  of  1929  gave  to  this  department  the  responsibility 
for  the  compilation  and  editing  of  the  Blue  Book.  At  the  date  of 
this  report  considerable  work  has  already  been  done  in  preparation 
for  the  next  issue  for  the  session  of  1931. 

The  last  legislature  also  put  upon  this  department  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  editing  of  a  compilation  of  labor  laws.  At  this  time 
this  work  has  been  completed  and  the  material  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer.     A  special  appropriation  was  provided  for  this  work. 
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CHANGES    IN    I.IBRARIANS 

Up  to  the  Date  of  Publication 

Colby    Mrs.  Richard  Reyer 

Edgerton Mrs.   Effle  I...  Henderson 

Genoa   City    Mrs.    Frank   McDonald 

Gillett    Mrs.   Frank  Garrison    (Acting) 

Hartford    Mrs.    Martha   C.    Portz    (Acting) 

Hartland Vacancy 

Horicon    ^Isthor   J.   Lyons 

Kaukauna Rernice    M.    Happer 

Ladysmith    Thelma    R    Crandell 

La  Farge   Mrs.  Emma  Harris 

Lake   Geneva    Mrs.    Mary    Cattin 

Marion    Mrs.  Henry  Bowers,  Jr. 

Mineral  Point Blanche  J.  Treweek 

Neillsville    Katliryn    Hornibrook 

Niagara   Mrs.  Marcelline  M.  I^a  Pine 

Rice  Lake    Dorothy  K.   Perry 

Ripon    Marjorie  E.   Shupe 

Seymour Mrs.  R.  C.  Miller 

So.    Milwaukee Barbara    A.    Olson 

Spring   Brook    ^. Mrs.    Earl    G.   Grissel 

Stevens   Point    Alleen    E.    MacGeorge 

Stoughton Mrs.    El.««io    Bitter   Homme 


Wisconsin  Free  Libeary  Commission 


STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSE- 
MENTS BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR 
WORK  OTHER  THAN  LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE 

For  Year  Ending  June  SO,  1929 

Fwt^  Avaiiable: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1928 

General    operation    |3,058.62 

Library    Scbool    141.66 

Books     489.64 

Fire  insurance   (Books)    51.84 

Annual  appropriation: 

Operation   62,600.00 

Books   10,000.00 

Receipts: 

Subscriptions,   sales  of  publications 968.63 

Tuition  received  from  students  at  Library 

School    2,828.92 

Lost  books    B04.48 

Fire    insurance   (Books)    28.79 


|70,6«2.51 


Dia  bursementa  : 

Purchase  of  books   |10,S47.93 

Expense  maintaining  Library  School  quar- 
ters, new  equipment 1,966.60 

Salaries  and  wages  including  Library  School 
staff,  traveling  library  and  study  club,  gen- 
eral   administratioil    i  41,794.8B 

Traveling   expenses    1,836.63 

Insurance    231.73 

Stationery,  postage,  freight,  express,  tele- 
graph    - 7,723.18 

Printing  and  binding   3,301.24 

Balance,  July  1,  1929 146.19 

Fire  insurance  fund  80.63 

Balance  reverted 
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For  Year  Ending  June  80,  1930 

Funds  Available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1929 

Books   I     146.19 

Annual  appropriation: 

Operation   52,500.00 

Books   12,000.00 

Receipts : 

Subscriptions,  sales   of   publications,   mis- 
cellaneous           957.80 

Tuition  received  from  students  at  Library 

School    2,869.62 

Lost  books    397.38 

Fire  insurance  fund   (Books)   9.68 


Disbursements : 

Purchase  of  books  i-|12,315.92 

Expense  maintaining   Library   School   quar- 
ters, new  equipment  768.51 

Salaries   and   wages,  including  Library  School 
staff,    traveling    library    and    study    club, 

general   administration    44,779.83 

Traveling   expenses    1,687.12 

Insurance    187.14 

Stationery,    postage,    freight,    express    tele- 
graph    5,252.35 

Printing  and  binding 2,721.08 

Balance  July  1,  1930 — —       227.65 

Fire  insurance  fund   (Books)    9.68 


$68,880.67 


$67,949.28 
Balance  reverted* 931.39 


$68,880.67 


•Note:     Against    this   balance   there   Is  still   outstanding:  a   rental   charge 
for  Library  School  quarters  for  the  first  half  of  the  calendar  year  1930. 
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STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSE- 
MENTS BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOB 
LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  AND  DRAFTING 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1929 

Funds  Available: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1928  $19,363.65 

Appropriation    31,000.00 

150,353.65 

Dm  bursemen  ts: 

Salaries  and  wa^s  in  Lesielative  Reference 

work     118,792.56 

Salaries  and  wa^s,  Drafting  Department..  17,741.15 

Books  and  periodicab  1,182.32 

Supplies  and  miscellaneous,  printing,  postage, 
express,  telephone,  binding,  etc.   5,463.33 

S43,l  79.36 
Balance  reverted 7,174.29 

$60,353.65 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1930 

FuTuU  Available: 

Appropriation    (operation)    (23,250.00 

Drafting    3,000.00 

$26,250.00 

D  is  bursem  ents: 

Salaries  and  wages  in  Legislative  Reference 

work  $21,434.82 

Salaries  and  wages.  Drafting  Department 2,924.45 

Books  and  periodicals   679.25 

Supplies    and    miscellaneous,    printing,   post- 
age, express,  telephone,  binding,  etc. 1,135.93 

$26,174.45 
Balance  reverted    (Drafting)    75.55 

$26,250.00 
Chapter  393:      (Labor  Laws) 

Appropriation    _ $2,600.00 

Expenditures    1 1,609.44 

Balance   reverted $S90.K 


NINETEENTH  BIENNIAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


WISCONSIN 


FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


Biennial  Period  Ending  June  30,   1932 


Published  by  Authority  of  Law 


MADISON.  WISCONSIN 


WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY.  COMMISSION 


Ex  Officio: 

Glenn  Prank,  President  of  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin, Madison. 

JOHN  Callahan,  State  Superintendent,  Madison. 

Joseph  Schafer,  Superintendent,  State  Htstorieal 
Society,  Madison. 

Appointed  by  the  Governor: 

Anita  K.  Koenen,  Milwaukee. 
James  D.  Millar,  Menomonie. 

Officers: 

Joseph  Schafer,  Vice  Chairman. 
C.  B.  Lester,  Secretary. 


Madison,  Wis.,  July  1,  1932. 
To  Hon.  Philip  F.  La  Follette,  Governor: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  nineteenth 
biennial  report  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission, 
as  prepared  by  the  secretary,  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 43.09  of  the  Wisconsin  Statutes,  and  covering:  the 
period  from  July  1,  1930,  to  June  30,  1932. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Schafer,  Vice  Chairman. 


WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

For  reasons  of  economy  the  text  of  this  report  is  restricted  to  a 
very  brief  summary  of  the  administrative  work  of  the  Commission 
and  the  more  important  events  in  the  library  prog^ress  of  the  state. 
The  Bulletin  has  appeared  reg:ularly,  ten  issues  each  year,  during:  this 
period,  and  has  recorded  in  detail  Wisconsin  library  affairs  as  current 
news,  in  addition  to  the  selected  list  of  current  books,  and  numerous 
instructional  articles.  Reference  is  therefore  made  to  the  Bulletin  for 
that  more  detailed  information  which  it  is  not  deemed  justifiable  to 
repeat  here. 


ORGANIZATION 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  (1)  to 
assist  in  the  establishment,  maintenance  and  operation  of  public  libra- 
ries, (2)  to  instruct  students  in  library  work  and  to  continue  the  in- 
struction of  active  librarians  througrh  visiting  and  advice,  (3)  to  main- 
tain a  legislative  reference  library  of  material  especially  needed  by 
members  of  the  legislature  and  state  officers,  and  to  provide  trained 
assistance  for  members  in  the  technical  drafting  of  bills,  and  (4)  to 
make  available  books,  traveling  libraries,  pictures  and  other  educa- 
tional material  for  individuals,  organizations  and  communities  not 
having  local  library  service. 

For  carrying  out  these  duties  the  Commission  is  organized  in  de- 
partments under  the  direction  of  these  chiefs:  Library  School,  Mary 
Emogene  Hazeltine;  Traveling  Library  and  Study  Clubs,  Jennie  T. 
Schrage;  Book  Selection,  Mary  Katherine  Reely;  Legislative  Refer- 
ence, Edwin  E.  Witte. 

PERSONNEL 

Commissioner  J.  H.  A.  Lacher,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mission since  1925  and  its  chairman  since  1929,  resigned  in  December, 
1931.  In  May,  1932,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cushing  of  Portage  succeeded 
Mrs.  Zona  Gale  Breese  who  had  been  on  the  Commission  since  1921 
and  its  chairman  until  1929.  Within  little  more  than  a  month  we  were 
shocked  by  her  sudden  death  in  an  automobile  accident. 
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In  1930  Mias  Harriet  C.  Long  who  had  ^ven  the  state  outstanding 
service  as  chief  of  the  Traveling  Library  Department  resigned  to 
accept  appointment  as  state  librarian  of  Oregon.  She  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  Miss  Jennie  T.  Schrage,  At  the  end  of  the  school  year  in 
1932  Miss  Agnes  King  resigned  from  the  Commission  staff  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  Miss  Blanche  A.  Smith.  At  the  same  time  we 
also  lost  the  services  of  Miss  Mary  D.  Rains,  chief  reference  assistant 
in  the  Traveling  Library  Department. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

The  tremendous  increase  in  the  demands  upon  public  library  service 
is  the  outstanding  characteristic  of  the  present  economic  situation  aa 
it  affects  public  libraries  not  only  in  Wisconsin  but  all  over  the  coun- 
try. With  this  has  come  the  stringency  of  reduced  budgets.  Recog- 
nition of  the  superhuman  efforts  which  have  been  put  forth  to  meet 
the  double  impact  of  this  condition  is  a  proud  tribute  to  the  spirit 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  library  profession. 

The  major  part  of  this  report  is  devoted  to  the  asual  statistical 
tables  based  upon  reports  from  Wisconsin  public  libraries.  A  com- 
parison of  this  report  with  those  immediately  preceding  is  illuminat- 
ing in  the  picture  of  the  increasing  importance  of  public  library 
service  in  Wisconsin  communities. 

The  public  library  situation  thus  indicated  has  brought  a  larger 
demand  upon  the  field  staff  of  the  Commission  for  assistance  and 
advice,  both  through  correspondence  and  library  visits.  In  the  year 
ending  June  1931  there  were  266  visits  and  in  the  next  year  229. 
This  work  is  carried  by  the  same  staff  which  does  the  library  school 
teaching,  and  brings  an  exceptional  service  to  Wisconsin  libraries  and 
a  wealth  of  practical  experience  into  the  classroom  work.  The  Wis- 
consin system  also  brings  to  local  libraries  a  service  worth  literally 
many  thousands  of  dollars  each  year,  through  the  field  practice  work 
of  the  library  school  students,  at  the  same  time  that  it  furnishes  these 
students  with  unusual  practical  experience  in  their  chosen  profession. 


LIBRARY  ASSOCIATIONS 

The  Wisconsin  Library  Association  joined  with  neighboring  states 
in  a  regional  meeting  at  St.  Paul  in  October  1930.  The  1931  annual 
conference  was  held  at  Milwaukee,  and  that  for  1932  ia  to  meet  at 
Appleton. 

The  1931  session  of  the  Fox  River  Valley  Library  Asaocifttion  was 
held  at  Neenah,  and  that  for  1932  at  Manitowoc     Th«  1983 
will  convene  at  OshVoah. 
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A  county  library  conference  was  held  at  Madison  in  May,  1932. 

Reports  of  the  proceeding's  of  these  meetings  are  found  in  the 
Bulletin. 


COOPERATION  WITH  A.L.A. 

The  Commission  cooperated  with  the  American  Library  Association 
in  exhibits  at  the  American  Country  Life  Conference  in  October  1930, 
and  at  the  meeting  of  the  National  Grange  in  November  1931. 

In  July  1930  the  first  Rural  Library  Extension  Institute  was  held 
at  Madison  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Library  Association 
and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Rural  Leadership  School  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Agriculture.  The  Commission  released  Miss  Long  to  partici- 
pate in  the  direction  of  the  Institute  which  brought  to  Madison  out- 
standing rural  library  workers  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 


CERTIFICATION 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  the  Public  Library  Certi- 
fication Board  has  held  meetings  on  October  25,  1930,  January  10  and 
July  11,  1931,  and  January  9,  1932.  A  summary  of  action  by  this 
Board  is  as  follows: — certificates  grade  one  28,  grade  two  7,  grade 
three  32,  and  grade  four  33.  Fifty-nine  licenses  were  granted,  and 
four  permits  granted  to  library  boards. 


LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

In  the  regular  one  year  class  the  School  graduated  39  students  in 
1931  and  41  in  1932.  In  the  two  years  16  students  attended  the  two 
hour  course  for  teacher-librarians.  For  the  summer  sessions  there 
were  51  enrolled  for  1930  and  53  for  1931.  In  1931  the  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation brought  Christopher  Morley  for  the  Alumni  lecture. 


TRAVELING  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

The  volume  of  work  in  this  department  is  growing  at  a  rate  which 
seems  each  year  to  be  reaching  the  limit  of  our  present  resources. 
This  is  indicated  by  the  tables  presented  herewith,  or  again  by  the 
fact  that  43,148  pieces  of  first  class  mail  came  to  the  department  dur- 
ing the  last  year  alone.  This  service  goes  to  thousands  of  individual 
borrowers  who  have  no  local  public  library  service,  to  schools,  to 
study  groups,  to  supplement  the  book  stock  and  aid  the  reference 
service  of  the  smaller  public  libraries.  The  tabulation  below  shows 
an  increase  of  30%  in  three  years. 
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BOOKS  BBNT 

:::::::::::::: '!!«! 

108.198 

\ie,79S 

\'^:M 

Total    

159,792 

177.835 

19..9.9 

20S.I7* 

REQUESTS  RECEIVED 

CommunltL 

1928-29 

1929-10 

2, en 

1930.31 

1931-3! 

30.SSS 

In  June  1932  the  department  was  moved  into  its  new  quarters  in 
the  State  OiBce  Building,  which  while  adequate  for  present  needs, 
offer  no  opportunity  for  the  expansion  which  the  increasing  demands 
of  this  work  will  make  imperative  in  the  near  future. 


LEGISLATIVE  REFEREN^CE  DEPARTMENT 

Here  also  the  record  is  one  of  increased  work  beyond  any  previous 
session  period.  Drafting  requests  for  the  regular  session  of  1931 
totaled  3,911  which  is  an  increase  of  300  over  that  recorded  for  1929. 
In  addition  there  were  794  requests  filed  for  the  special  session  of 
1931—32.  Reference  requests  recorded  reached  the  total  of  3,056  for 
the  year  1931,  nearly  1,000  more  than  in  the  previous  session  year, 
and  1,235  were  added  in  the  first  months  of  1932. 

The  1931  Blue  Book  was  the  first  prepared  by  this  department. 
The  make-up  was  entirely  reorganized  and  the  publication  kept  with- 
in the  statutory  limit  of  pages. 

Dr.  Edwin  E.  Witte,  chief  of  the  department,  was  honored  in  1931 
by  appointment  upon  the  Economic  Commission  organized  by  the 
Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace,  and  spent  a  three 
months  leave  of  absence  in  Europe  on  this  work. 
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STATEMENT   OF   FUNDS   AVAILABLE   TO   AND   DISBURSE- 
MENTS  BY,   THE    FREE   LIBRARY   COMMISSION   FOR 
WORK  OTHER  THAN  LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1931 

Funds  Available: 

Balance,  July  1,  1930  (Books) $227.65 

Appropriations 

Operation    52,500.00 

Books    12,000.00 

Receipts 

Subscriptions,  sales,  freight 1,034.03 

Tuition  received  from  students  at  Library 

School    3,397.13 

Lost  books 421.91 

Fire  insurance   (Books) 39.99 

$69,620.71 

Disbursevients : 

Purchase  of  books $12,608.14 

Library  School  rental  and  maintenance 1,685.78 

Salaries  and  wages 45,480.01 

Traveling  expenses 1,449.01 

Insurance 187.14 

Supplies,  postage,  freight,  express,  telegraph  5,327.25 
Printing  and  binding 2,270.03 

$69,007.86 

Balance  July  1,  1931  (Books) 81.41 

Balance  reverted 531.94 

$69,620.71 
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For  Year  Ending  June  30,  19< 
Fund*  AvaikUfle: 

Balance.  July  1,  1931  (Books) 

Appropriations 

Books   

Receipts 

Lost  books 

Fire  insurance  (Books) 

Diaburaementt : 

Purchase  of  books  -^ $ 

Library  School  rental  and  maintenance 

Salaries  and  wages 

Traveling  expenses 

Insurance  

Supplies,  postage,  freight,  express,  telegraph 
Printing  and  binding 

Balance,  July  1,  1932  (Books). _ 

Balance  reverted 
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STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  TO,  AND  DISBURSE- 
MENTS  BY,   THE   FREE   LIBRARY   COMMISSION   FOR 
LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  AND  DRAFTING 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1931 
Funds  Available: 

Appropriations 

Operation $23,250.00 

Drafting    18,000.00 

$41,250.00 

Disbursements : 

Salaries  and  wages,  general  operation $19,568.63 

Salaries  and  wages,  drafting 18,000.00 

Books  and  periodicals 501.94 

Supplies,  binding,  postage,  telephone 2,825.72 

m 

$40,896.29 
Balance,  reverted 353.71 

$41,250.00 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1932 
Funds  Available: 
Appropriation $27,000.00 

Disbursements : 

Salaries  and  wages,  general  operation $22,944.97 

Salaries  and  wages,  drafting 2,634.75 

Books  and  periodicals 467.70 

Supplies,  binding,  postage,  telephone 905.78 

$26,953.20 
Balance  reverted 46.80 

$27,000.00 
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•CHANGES  IN  LIBRARIANS 
Up  to  the  Date  of  Publication 

Bayfield Mrs.  Marie  Freeman 

Bloomer Emma  C.  Turaer 

Cassville * Mrs.  John  A.  Klindt 

Cobb Mrs.  Aug:.  Ipsen 

Elkhorn Mary    Bray 

Gillett ^ Mrs.  F.  F.  Garrison 

Mosinee   Mrs.   Lanta   Landfried 

Neillsville Irene  E.  Varney 

Orfordvllle Mrs.  Gertrude  Hanson 

Rochester Mrs.  J.  W.  Jordan 

Sheldon Mrs.  Clarence  Brown 

Spring:  Green Mrs.  Nelia  Hayes 

Superior Martha  B.  Merrell 

Viroqua Doris  M.  Call 
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Biennial  Period  Ending  June  30,   1934 


Published  by  Authority  of  Law 


MADISON,  WISCONSIN 


WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


Ex  Officio: 

Glenn  Frank,  President  of  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin, Madison. 

John  Callahan,  State  Superintendent,  Madison. 

Joseph  Schafer,  Superintendent,  State  Historical  So- 
ciety, Madison. 

Appointed  by  the  Governor: 

Anita  K.  Koenen,  Milwaukee. 
James  D.  Millar,  Menomonie. 

Officers: 

Joseph  Schafer,  Chairman. 
Anita  K.  Koenen,  Vice-Chaimuin. 
C.  B.  Lester,  Secretary. 


Madison,  Wis.,  July  1,  1934. 

To  Hon.  Albert  G.  Schmedeman,  Governor: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  twentieth  bi- 
ennial report  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission, 
as  prepared  by  the  secretary,  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 43.09  of  the  Wisconsin  Statutes,  and  covering  the 
period  from  July  1,  1932,  to  June  30,  1934. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Schafer,  Chairman. 
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WISCONSIN  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


For  reasons  of  economy  the  text  of  this  report  is  restricted  to  a 
very  brief  summary  of  the  administrative  work  of  the  Commission 
and  the  more  important  events  in  the  library  progress  of  the  state. 
The  Bulletin  has  appeared  regularly,  ten  issues  each  year,  during  this 
period,  and  has  recorded  in  detail  Wisconsin  library  affairs  as  current 
news,  in  addition  to  the  selected  list  of  current  books,  and  numerous 
instructional  articles.  Reference  is  therefore  made  to  the  Bulletin  for 
that  more  detailed  information  which  it  is  not  deemed  justifiable  to 
repeat  here. 

ORGANIZATION 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission  (1)  to 
assist  in  the  establishment,  maintenance  and  operation  of  public  libra- 
ries, (2)  to  instruct  students  in  library  work  and  to  continue  the  in- 
struction of  active  librarians  through  visiting  and  advice,  (3)  to  main- 
tain a  legislative  reference  library  of  material  especially  needed  by 
members  of  the  legislature  and  state  officers,  and  to  provide  trained 
assistance  for  members  in  the  technical  drafting  of  bills,  and  (4)  to 
make  available  books,  traveling  libraries,  pictures  and  other  educa- 
tional material  for  individuals,  organizations  and  communities  not 
having  local  library  service. 

For  carrying  out  these  duties  the  Commission  is  organized  in  de- 
partments under  the  direction  of  these  chiefs:  Library  School,  Mary 
Emogene  Hazeltine;  Traveling  Library  and  Study  Clubs,  Jennie  T. 
Schrage;  Book  Selection,  Mary  Katharine  Reely;  Legislative  Refer- 
ence, Howard  F.  Ohm. 

PERSONNEL 

In  1932  Governor  La  Follette  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  on  the 
Commission,  Miss  Anita  K.  Koenen  of  Milwaukee  and  Hon.  James  D. 
Millar  of  Menomonie. 

The  only  major  change  in  the  staff  to  be  recorded  is  the  resigna- 
tion of  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Witte,  chief  of  the  Legislative  Reference  De- 
partment since  1922,  to  accept  a  position  on  the  faculty  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin  on  October  1,  1933.     The  Commission  appointed 
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Mr.  Howard  F.  Ohm,  who  had  had  long  experience  i 
department,  as  chief  to  succeed  Dr.  Witte. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

The  curve  of  circulation  increase,  as  a  measure  of  demands  upon 
public  library  service,  ehoWB  a  tendency  to  level  off  in  comparison 
with  the  spurts  and  jumps  of  the  past  two  or  three  years.  A  com- 
parative table  printed  in  the  Bulletin  in  July  1933  showed  increase 
in  circulation  and  decrease  in  appropriation.  The  increase  continues 
but  at  a  lower  rate.  There  have  been  fewer  additional  decreases 
found  necessary,  and  here  and  there  some  increase  has  been  possible 
to  meet  the  increased  work. 

The  major  portion  of  this  report  is  as  usual  devoted  to  the  statis- 
tical material  based  upon  public  library  reports.  These  tables  should 
be  compared  with  those  in  the  two  preceding  reports  to  indicate  the 
trends  suggested  above.  We  shall  expect  to  supplement  this  again 
in  1936  in  the  Bulletin. 

FIELD  VISITING 

The  strenuous  situation  in  all  public  libraries,  with  lowered  re- 
sources and  much  increased  demands,  has  required  all  the  assistance 
we  could  possibly  give.  During  the  year  ending  in  June  1933  there 
were  262  visits  to  192  libraries  in  150  communities.  This  year's  rec- 
ord was  among  the  half  dozen  highest  in  our  history.  During  the 
second  year,  with  a  drastic  reduction  in  the  fund  available  for  travel, 
we  have  nevertheless  recorded  214  visits  to  169  libraries  in  147  com- 
munities.   CWA  projects  added  to  the  local  needs  for  guidance. 

The  usual  field  practice  for  students  in  February  and  March  af- 
forded practical  experience  and  worthwhile  assistance  for  a  total  of 
79  months  in  34  libraries  in  1933  and  83  months  in  32  libraries  in  1934. 


LIBRARY  MEETINGS 

The  Wisconsin  Library  Association  met  at  Appleton  in  1932,  and  at 
the  American  Library  Association  conference  in  Chicago  in  1933. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Milwaukee.  The  Fox  River  Valley 
Association  met  at  Oshkosh  in  1933,  at  Fond  du  Lac  in  1934,  and 
will  convene  at  Menasha  next  spring.  A  county  conference  was  held 
at  Madison  in  1933.  and  a  similar  meeting  will  be  held  in  May  1935. 
District  meetings  have  been  held  at  Barahoo,  Fox  Lake,  Horicon, 
Janesville,  and  Stevens   Point. 

CWA 

The  Commission  participated  in  the  Federal  CWA  prorrun  (No- 
vember 1933-April  1934)  from  a  number  of  angles.     Inatnietioiis  wa« 
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mimeographed  and  sent  to  public  libraries.  Suggestions  were  made 
for  work  to  be  done,  and  assistance  given  in  preparing  applications. 
Advice  was  sent  to  all  unemployed  library  school  graduates  relative 
to  registration,  and  followed  up  through  placement  offices.  We  be- 
lieve that  every  eligible  graduate  in  the  state  obtained  some  work. 

In  the  Commission  departments  four  projects  were  set  up  to  employ 
twenty  people.  On  these  projects  the  expenditure  from  Federal  funds 
was  $7,331  for  8,075  hours  of  work. 

In  February  the  Secretary  was  requested  to  supervise  a  state-wide 
project  for  public  libraries  to  employ  250  people  with  a  budget  of 
$46,000.  This  work  was  stopped  at  the  end  of  March,  but  during  the 
time  allowed  work  was  organized  in  105  cities  and  villages  in  56 
counties.  There  was  expended  on  this  project  $18,018  for  23,417 
hours  of  work. 

CERTIFICATION 

During  this  period  four  meetings  of  the  Public  Library  Certification 
Board  have  been  held.  Certificates  were  granted  as  follows:  grade 
one  21,  grade  two  1,  grade  three  13,  grade  four  17;  licenses  17. 

LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

In  each  of  these  two  years  the  School  opened  with  the  maximum 
class  of  42,  the  capacity  of  our  limited  quarters.  Also  in  the  second 
year  there  were  8  students  in  the  two  hour  course  for  teacher-librari- 
ans conducted  by  our  faculty  in  cooperation  with  the  University  School 
of  Education.  Forty  were  graduated  in  1933  and  42  in  1934.  In  the 
summer  session  of  1932  there  was  a  registration  of  46.  Owing  to 
lack  of  funds  no  summer  session  was  held  in  1933,  and  none  is  pro- 
posed for  1934. 

During  these  two  years  the  School  has  brought  into  the  state  funds 
$6,199.10  in  tuition  receipts. 

BOOK  selection 

During  the  year  1932-33  over  1400  books  from  64  publishers  were 
examined  and  789  were  included  in  our  recommended  lists.  During 
the  second  year  1185  books  from  61  publishers  were  received  and  con- 
sidered, and  757  were  listed. 

These  annotated  selected  lists  prepared  by  Miss  Reely  are  used  all 
over  the  country  as  a  bujdng  guide,  and  mainly  account  for  the  paid 
subscription  distribution  of  the  Bulletin  which  during  this  period 
has  turned  in  $840.52  to  the  Treasury. 

TRAVELING  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT 

This  department  is  carrying  a  constantly  increasing  load  despite  a 
reduced  budget,  and  with  only  half  the  former  allotment  for  book 
purchase.    The  following  table  shows  this  situation: 
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BOOKS  SENT 


Total   208.1T6 


Total  . 


34. S' 


The  increase  is  in  the  individual  service  nearly  17%  in  the  bien- 
nium.  The  total  increase  is  over  7%,  despite  the  falling  off  in  com- 
inunity  service  during  the  past  year  owing  to  lack  of  funds  to  pro- 
vide new  books  for  box  collections.  The  increase  in  requests  answered 
is  nearly  12%. 

Unfortunately  these  figures  give  little  indication  of  the  total  work 
of  the  department,  of  the  reference  work  required  in  answering  many 
requests,  and  of  the  book  selection  knowledge  necessary  for  the  prepa- 
ration of  special  collections  or  for  providing  reading  courses  and 
study  club  courses.  Nor  do  they  picture  the  diverse  requirements 
coming  from  state  institutions,  CCC  camps,  classes  for  the  unem- 
ployed, educational  work  in  transient  homes,  and  similar  demands 
arising  from  unemployment  activities  and  other  governmental  projects. 


LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  demands  made  upon  this  department  in  the  session  year  1932-33 
again  surpassed  the  record  of  any  previous  year.  Drafting  requests 
totaled  4,081  which  is  170  more  than  in  1931.  After  July  1  the  totil 
for  the  session  was  raised  to  4,343,  and  there  were  749  more  in  the 
special  session.  Recorded  reference  requests  totaled  2,637  in  the  ses- 
sion year,  and  nearly  as  many  in  the  second  year.  Many  of  these 
required  extensive  research.  Editorial  work  on  the  Blue  Book,  as- 
signed to  the  Library  by  law  of  1931,  has  proven  to  be  a  considerable 
additional  task  at  a  time  when  the  staff  is  under  heavy  demands  for 


BUDGET 

During  the  second  year  of  this  biennium  (and  for  the  currant  year) 
our  budget  is  reduced  by  10%  for  legislative  reference  work,  26%  for 
general  operation,  and  50%  for  books.  We  are  endeavoring  to  provide 
the  maximum  service  possible  ander  these  handicaps.  This  has  re- 
quired stringent  revisions  in  allotments  for  budget  items,  and  par- 
ticularly a  drastic  salary  cut  which  included  a  leave  of  abawtcc  with- 
out pay  in  addition  to  a  graduated  pereentaga  cut.  Tbia  action  is  not 
in  harmony  with  that  taken  in  other  department*  of  the  stata  gov- 
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«rnment.  It  is  hoped  that  some  way  may  be  found  to  rectify  this 
unequal  treatment  of  a  faithful  and  eifficient  staff  in  the  state 
personnel. 


statement  of  funds  available  to  and  disburse. 

ments  by,  the  free  library  commission  for 

work  other  than  legislative  reference 

For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1933 

Funds  Available: 

Balance,  July  1,  1932  (Books) $1,394.72 

Appropriations 

Operation 54,435.30 

Books    6,475.00 

Receipts 

Lost  Books 449.17 

Fire  insurance  (Books)   12.74 


$62,766.93 


Disbursements : 

Purchase  of  Books $7,867.19 

Salaries  and  wages 43,251.17 

Traveling  expenses 1,189.52 

Printing  and  binding 1,913.89 

Library  School  rental  and  maintenance 1,728.06 

Insurance 145.85 

Supplies,  postage,  freight,  express,  telegraph  6,196.92 


$62,292.60 

Balance  June  30,  1933  (Books) 464.44 

Balance  reverted 9.89 

$62,766.93 


WISCONSIN  Free  Libbaby  Couhission 


For  Year  Ending  Jnne  30,  1934 


Funds  AvaOable: 

Balance,  July  1,  1933  (Books)  „. 
Appropriations 
Operation  . 


.  42,000.00 


Books   6,000.00 

Receipts 

LoBt  Books 404.60 

Fire  insurance  (Books) 11.69 


Dit  bura  emen  ta: 

Purchase  of  Books J6,830.97 

Salaries  and  wages 36,164.23 

Traveling  expenses 738.69 

Printing  and  binding 835.06 

Library  School  rental  and  maintenance 210.77 

Insurance 123.97 

Supplies,  postage,  freight,  express,  telegraph    3,289.30 


Balance,  June  30,  1934  (Books)  . 
Balance  (reserved  for  rent) 
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STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE   TO,  AND  DISBURSE- 
MENTS BY,  THE  FREE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION  FOR 
LEGISLATIVE  REFERENCE  AND  DRAFTING 

For  Year  Endinsr  June  30,  1933 

Funds  Availtible: 

Appropriation $41,771.70 

Disbursements : 

Salaries  and  wages,  general  operation $20,388.70 

Salaries  and  wages,  drafting 13,939.14 

Books  and  periodicals 432.33 

Supplies,  binding,  postage,  telephone 2,041.13 

$36,801.30 
Balance,  reverted 4,970.40 

$41,771.70 


For  Year  Ending  June  30,  1934 

Funds  Available: 

Appropriation $25,000.00 

Disbursements : 

Salaries  and  wages,  general  operation $20,127.43 

Salaries  and  wages,  drafting 2,793.43 

Books  and  periodicals 562.70 

Supplies,  binding,  postage,  telephone 1,509.95 


$24,993.51 
Balance  reverted 6.49 

$25,000.00 
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